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STATE    OF   MAINE 


In  House  of  Represkntatives,  \ 
February  5, 1880.  / 

Ordered^  The  Senate  concarrlng,  that  a  Committee  of  ten,  consisting  of 
seven  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  be  selected  by  the 
Speaker,  and  tliree  members  of  the  Senate,  be  appointed «  whose  duty  it 
diall  be  to  examine  into  the  condition  of  the  ^'election  retums,^^  lately 
given  up  to  the  Secretray  of  State,  the  warrant  and  appropriation  books, 
and  ail  other  books  and  papers  of  the  Governor  and  Council  for  the  year 
1879,  and  extendiufi^  to  the  first  Wednesday  of  January <,  1880 ;  "-and  to  re- 
port to  this  Legislature  what  suppressions  or  alterations,  if  any,-  have  been 
made  in  said  returns,  and  what  means  have  been  resorted  to  for  such  pur- 
poses; and  also  in  what  cases  and  in  what  manner  the  will  of  the  people, 
as  shown  in  the  last  annual  election,  has  been  disregarded  and  attempted 
to  be  defeated,  either  by  illegal  construction  of  said  returns,  or  changing  or 
tampering  with  them,  or  by  whom  the  same  has  been  done,  or  attempted 
to  be  done.  Such  Committee  shall  further  report  to  this  Legislature  upon 
all  undue-and  illegal  expenditure  of  the  money  of  the  State  by  or  under 
the  direction  of  the  Governor  and  Council  for  the  period  before  mentioned, 
or  by  any  officer  of  the  State,  or  by  any  employe  of  or  contractor  with 
the  State  during  said  time.  And  for  such  purposes  said  committee  shall 
have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  may  employ  such  clerical 
and  stenographic  force  as  may  be  necessary. 

Head  and  passed. 

ORAMANDAL  SMITH,  Clerk. 


In  House  op  Representatives,  \ 
February  7.  1880.  / 

House  appoints  Messrs.  Hale  of  Ellsworth,  Strout  of  Portland,  Lord  of 

Bangor,  Ingalls  of  Wiscasset,  Springer  of  Yarmouth.  Cook  of  Lewiston, 

and  Hil]  of  Corinth,  on  its  part. 

Sent  up  for  concurrence. 

ORAMANDAL  SMITH,  Clerk. 


In  Senate,  February,  9, 1880. 

Passed  in  concurrence,  and  Messrs.  Hawes  of  Cumberland,  Harris  of 

Washington,  and  Strickland  of  Aroostook,  appointed  on  the  part  of  the 

Senate. 

C.  W.  TILDEN,  Secretary. 


From  the  Journal  of  the  Joint  Select  Committee  to  inquire  into  the 
Condition  of  the  Election  Returns  of  September  8thy  1879 ,  and 
the  Expenditure  of  Public  Moneys  under  the  direction  of  Gov. 
Garcelon  and  Council. 


Augusta,  February  11, 1880. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  the  call  of  the  Chairman  on  the  part  of 
the  House. 

Present,  Messrs.  Hawes,  Harris,  Strickland,  Hale,  Strout,  Lord,  In- 
galls.  Springer,  Cook,  Hill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Strout, 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Andrew  Hawes,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate,  be  Chairman  of  the  joint  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ingalls, 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Chas.  C.  Springer  of  the  Hou^e  act  as  Secretary  of 
this  Committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hale, 

Ordered^  That  when  the  Committee  adjourns,  it  will  adjourn  to  meet  on 
Thursday,  Feb.  12,  unless  sooner  convened  by  call  of  the  Chairman  who 
is  authorized  to  convene  the  committee  whenever  he  may  think  it 
necessary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hale, 

Mr.  George  D.  Bisbee  of  Buckfield  was  appointed  permanent  Clerk. 

On  motion, 

Mr.  Pitman  Pulsifer  of  Deering  was  appointed  Stenographer  of  the 
Committee. 

The  following  oath  was  subsequently  administered  by  the  Chairman  to 
Greorge  D.  Bisbee,  Clerk  of  the  Committee : 

^^  You  solemnly  swear  that  you  will,  as  clerk  of  the  Committee,  safely 
keep  all  records  and  papers,  and  documents  committed  to  your  care,  and 
will  permit  no  change,  alteration  or  abstraction  of  the  same." 

The  following  oath  was  administered  by  the  Chairman  to  Pitman  Pulsi- 
fer, Stenographer  of  the  Committee : 

^' You  solemnly  swear  that  you  will  truly  and  faithfully  take  and  trans- 
cribe  all  testimony  taken  before  the  Committee,  and  perform  all  other 
duties  devolving  upon  you  as  stenographer  and  as  a  clerk  of  this  Com- 
mittee." 

A^yourned  to  meet  on  Thursday,  February  12, 1880. 

CHAS.  C.  SPRINGER,  Secretary. 


REPORT. 


The  Joint  Select  Committee  of  the  Legislature,  under  the  order 
recited,  have  attended  to  the  duties  imposed  upon  them,  and  present 
the  following: 

The  general  condition  of  public  affairs  in  the  State  of  Maine, 
which  gave  rise  to  the  creation  of  the  Committee,  is  too  well  under- 
stood to  call  for  much  comment  here. 

The  annual  election  for  the  year  1879,  on  September  8th,  was 
hodj  contested,  and  the  vote  thrown  was  the  largest  ever  given  in 
the  State.  Party  feeling  ran  high,  and  the  keenest  interest  was  felt 
in  the  result.  Three  candidates  were  in  the  field  for  Governor,  and, 
as  a  majority  of  votes  is  required  by  the  Constitution  to  elect  to  that 
office,  it  becaqie  well  known  soon  after  the  election  that  there  had 
been  no  choice  by  the  people  for  Governor,  and  that  the  office  must 
be  filled  by  the  Legislature  which  had  just  been  elected. 

It  was  currently  reported  by  the  newspapers,  and  generally 
accepted  by  the  people  that  a  majority  in  both  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives  had  been  elected  by  the  Republicans,  but  nothing 
official  touching  this  could  be  known  until  the  action  of  the  Governor 
and  Council,  to  whom,  by  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  State  is 
committed  the  task  of  opening,  examining  and  counting  the  returns 
and  of  seeing  that  certificates  of  election  are  issued  by  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  the  proper  persons,  viz :  "those  who  appear  to  be  elected 
by  a  plurality  of  all  the  votes  returned." 

In  article  4,  part  1,  section  5,  of  the  Constituton  of  Maine,  the 
duty  and  powers  of  the  Governor  and  Council  in  this  regard  are 
laid  down  as  follows :  "  And  fair  copies  of  the  lists  of  votes  shall 
be  attested  by  the  selectmen  and  town  clerks  of  towns,  and  assessors 
of  plantations,  and  sealed  up  in  open  town  and  plantation  meetings ; 
and  the  town  and  plantation  clerks  respectively,  shaU  cause  the 
same  to  be  delivered  into  the  Secretary's  office  thirty  days  at  least 
befOTe  the  first  Wednesday  in  Januar}^,  annually.    And  the  Governor 
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and  Council  shall  examine  the  returned  copies  of  such  lists,  and  also 
all  lists  of  votes  of  citizens  in  the  military  service,  returned  to  the 
Secretary's  office,  as  provided  in  article  second,  section  four,  of  this 
Constitution;  and  twenty  days  before  the  said  first  Wednesday 
of  January,  annually,  shall  issue  a  summons  to  such  persons 
as  shall  appear  to  be  elected  by  a  plurality  of  aU  the  votes 
returned,  to  attend  and  take  their  seats.  But  all  such  lists  shaU  be 
laid  before  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  first  Wednesday  of 
Januaiy,  annually,  and  they  shall  finally  determine  who  are  elected/' 
The  same  provision  is  made  in  case  of  Senators,  and  the  manner  of 
making  up  the  returns  is  the  same  in  the  cities  of  the  State. 

From  the  time  of  the  election  up  to  the  issuing  of  certificates  by 
the  Governor  and  Council,  the  public  interest  increased,  and  when  it 
became  known  that  a  majorify  of  Democrats  and  Greenbackers  had 
been  given  certificates  in  both  bodies  of  the  Legislature,  great 
excitement  arose,  and  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature  at  the  Capitol 
resulted  in  rival  bodies,  each  claiming  to  constitute  the  legal  Legis- 
lature of  the  State. 

The  three  opinions  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  the  first 
being  given  on  the  request  of  Governor  Garcelon,  settled  all  the 
questions  which  had  arisen  as  to  what  persons  could  constitute  the 
legal  Legislature,  and  since  the  announcement  of  thtf  last  opinion, 
legislation  has  proceeded  in  the  usual  manner  under  a  general 
acquiescence  in  the  result. 

Subject  Matter  of  the  Investigation. 

Your  Committee  have,  under  the  joint  order,  examined — 
First,  the  condition  and  treatment  of  the  election  returns ;  and 
second,   the  ^^  undue  and  illegal  uses  and  expenditure  of  public 
moneys  under  the  control  of  the  Governor  and  Counbil.** 

The  Election  Returns. 

These  embrace  the  returns  from  the  several  cities,  towns  and 
plantations,  for  Senators,  Representatives  and  county  officers. 
Under  the  law  aU  of  these  are  sent  to  and  kept  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  State. 

These  returns  remained  in  the  custody  of  E.  H.  Gove,  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  year  1879,  and  passed  into  the  hands  of 
Prince  A.  Sawyer,  his  Deputy,  who  was  chosen  by  what  is  known 
as  the  ^^  Fusion  Legislature''  as  Mr.  Grove's  successor.      When  that 
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flO-ciJled  L^slatare  broke  up,  Mr.  Sawyer  retained  the  possessioa 
of  the  returns,  and  at  first  reflised  to  deliver  them  up  to  the  regular 
Seeretaiy  of  State,  Sumner  J.  Chadboume,  but  upon  reflection,  he 
changed  his  mind,  and  on  the  thirty-first  day  of  January,  1880„ 
appeared  at  the  Secretary's  offloe,  and  in  person  delivered  up  the- 
eiectUm  returns  for  Senators  and  Representatives,  stating  that  he 
delivered  them  up  in  the  same  condition  as  he  received  them. 

The  Secretary  of  State  at  once  took  possession  of  them,  and  hadj 
them  safely  stored  in  a  lower  room  in  his  oflSce,  and  special]^  placed 
in  custody  of  J.  B.  Milliken,  who  is  well  known  as  an  old  and 
responsible  derk  in  the  office.  Mr,  Milliken  has  sworn  that  he  took 
charge  of  them  and  allowed  no  changes  or  alterations  in  them,  and 
that  when  your  Committee  was  created  he  turned  them  all  over  to 
George  D.  Bisbee,  the  sworn  clerk  of  your  Committee,  by  whom 
they  have  been  carefully  kept  in  a  steel  safb,  and  who  has  never 
allowed  any  of  them  to  leave  his  custody,  and  has  permitted  no 
examination  or  inspection  except  in  his  presence. 

The  returns  for  county  officers  were  found  by  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Buildings,  Greneral  Harris,  and  M^r  Frank  E.  Nye,  on 
the  fifteenth  day  of  February,  1880,  concealed  in  the  Governor's 
room,  and  by  them  at  once  delivered  to  your  Committee. 

Your  Committee  have  been  scrupulously  and  jealously  carefhl 
that  no  tampering  with  or  changing  of  the  returns  shall  have  taken 
place  since  they  came  into  their  possession.  They  are  sure  that 
notliing  of  the  kind  has  been  done  or  attempted  during  their  control 
of  the  returns. 

Method  of  Invsstiqatimo. 

The  general  course  pursued  by  your  Committee  on  the  examination 
of  these  returns,  has  been  as  follows : 

Where  irregularities  have  appeared  on  inspection,  the  Committee 
have  at  once  summoned  the  officers  of  the  towns  and  cities  and 
plantations  whose  returns  have  been  in  question,  and  especially  the 
officers  who  made  up  the  returns  and  the  records  of  the  same. 
These  have  been  sent  for  without  regard  to  their  politics,  and  have 
always  been  directed  to  bring  with  them  all  books  and  papers 
relating  to  their  returns.  An  examination  of  the  list  of  witnesses 
summoned  and  examined  by  the  Committee  shows  that  about  one- 
half  of  them  are  ^^Fusionists"  in  politics. 

Tour  Committee  have  examined  faithftilly,  and  have  tried  to  go  to 
the  bottom  of  the  case,  and,  whatever  may  be  the  political  views  of 
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^*' Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  give  public  notice  that  the  Governor  and 
Council  will  be  in  session  fVom  December  1st  to  13th,  for  the  purpose  of 
examining  the  official  returns  of  votes  for  candidates  for  Senators,  Repre- 
sentatives and  county  officers.  Candidates  claiming  irregularities  or 
other  causes  presumed  to  vitiate  their  election,  will  have  reasonable 
opportunity  to  be  heard  either  personally  or  by  duly  authorized  oounseL^ 

The  opportunity  for  examination  by  parties  interested  was  then 
restricted  to  the  time  between  Dec.  1st  and  Dec.  Idth,  and  for 
aU  the  rest  of  the  time  the  Governor  and  Council  were  solely  account- 
able for  the  returns,  and  for  their  being  kept  fVee  from  tampering  or 
alteration.  The  tabulation  and  the  lists  of  Senators  and  Representa- 
tives made  up  from  them  by  the  Committee  on  Election  Returns 
show  that  the  final  lists  were  made  up  on  December  18th,  so  that 
any  perversion  of  the  returns,  or  wrong  application  of  the  law  to 
them,  or  tampering  with  or  altering  them,  on  the  part  of  the  Gover- 
nor and  Council  or  by  any  persons,  must  have  been  before  that  date. 


The  Tabulations  and  Lists. 

Your  Committee  have  examined  with  great  care  the  ^^tabulations" 
and  the  ^^  lists"  m^de  up  by  the  Conunittee  on  Election  Returns,  be- 
cause from  these  were  made  up  the  final  ^^  lists"  sent  to  t^e  Secretary 
of  State,  for  his  "roUs,"  and  upon  these  the  Governor  issued  his 
certificates  to  Senators  and  Representatives.  Indeed,  these  ''tabu- 
lations" and  the  ''lists"  accompanying  the  Reports  of  the  Committee 
on  Election  Returns,  frimished  your  Committee  in  many  cases  with 
the  clue  to  the  irregularities  and  illegal  treatment  of  the  returns  on 
the  part  of  the  Grovemor  and  Council.  The  "  tabulations"  purport 
to  give  the  exact  vote  of  each  city,  town  and  plantation  for  every 
candidate  voted  for.  Wherever  the  vote  of  each  city,  town  or  plan- 
tation was  thrown  out  the  space  in  the  tabulation  opposite  such  city, 
town,  or  plantation  is  left  a  blank.  The  footings  of  the  columns  in 
the  "  tabulations"  show  the  whole  number  of  votes  received  by  each 
candidate,  and  the  name  of  the  successful  candidate  as  shown  by 
the  footings  is  carried  out  in  the  right  hand  margin  of  the  tabulation 
fbr  each  Senatorial  or  Representative  District.  The  same  is  true  in 
case  of  county  officers. 

After  these  tabulations  were  completed  the  next  step  taken  by  the 
Governor  and  Council  was  to  mdke  up,  in  the  form  of  a  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Election  Returns,  the  final  "  lists"  of  Senators  and 
Representatives.    These  appear  by  Senatorial  and  class  districts. 
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The  stadjr  ftod  examination  of  these  '<  tabulations"  and  '^lists'' 
have  been  most  interesting  to  jour  Committee,  and  they  cannot  for- 
bear the  expression  of  the  wish  that  every  member  of  the  Legisla- 
ture should,  before  the  session  ends,  visit  the  committee  room,  and 
iospect  the  evidences  of  the  crookedness  of  the  late  Governor  and 
CooDcil  for  himself.  If  this  sbali  be  done,  half  the  work  of  your 
Committee  in  exposing  the  conduct  of  proceedings,  taken  by  the 
late  Governor  and  Council,  will  be  done. 

From  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  tabulations  they  are  marked 
bj  erasures  and  substitutions  of  figures,  both  in  the  columns  and  in 
the  footings,  and  also  of  names  in  the  margin ;  and  this  is  made 
startling  in  its  force  as  a  piece  of  evidence  by  the  fact,  which  has 
been  shown  in  testimony,  that  the  ^^  tabulations"  for  Senators  and 
RepresentatiTes  are  not  the  first  and  informal  ones  made,  and  upon 
which  corrections  might  naturally  be  expected  to  be  found,  but  the 
final  records  upon  which  the  reports  and  lists  were  made  up. 

The  ''lists"  found  in  the  reports  of  the  Committee  on  Election 
Returns,  show  the  same  remarkable  features.  The  first  report 
drawn  up  by  that  Committee  shows  repeated  cases  of  erasures, 
interlineations  and  substitutions  which  were  made  before  the  '^  list" 
would  suit,  and  so  that  it  would  show  the  requisite  number  of 
Representatives  of  the  "  right  stamp" — to  use  Governor  Garcelon's 
phrase. 

In  the  leflrhand  margin  of  the  report  on  the  Representative  list, 
each  name  of  the  ^^  right  stamp"  is  marked  with  a  letter  ^^G,"  and  it 
is  noticeable  that,  in  the  case  of  Oliver  P.  Bragdon  of  Gouldsborough, 
his  name  was  first  written  in  and  then  erased,  and  his  Greenback 
competitor,  James  Flye,  substituted ;  but  so  flagrant  was  the  case 
that  in  company  with  the  letter  '^  G"  in  the  margin  (indicating  Mr. 
Flye's  politics)  is  an  interrogation  mark  ''?"  showing  that  whoever 
was  making  up  the  '^  list"  for  final  action  hesitated  and  questioned 
whether  ^e  case  was  not  too  bad  to  stand  upon. 

SUFPSBSSIOKS  AKD  SUBSTTTUTIONS. 

In  the  examination  of  the  cases  where  the  original  returns  have 
been  suppressed  and  new  returns  substituted  in  their  places  for  the 
purpose  of  enaUing  the  Grovemor  and  Council  to  carry  out  their 
aeheme  to  count  in  a  qu<mim  of  Fusion  members,  your  Conmiittee 
have  been  embarrassed  by  the  fact  that  such  new  returns  have  been 
made  upcm  ofiScial  blanks  identical  with  those  issued  by  the  Secretary 
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of  State  to  the  clerks  of  the  several  cities,  towns  and  plantations, 
prior  to  the  election.  In  almost  every  instance  the  official  envelope 
in  which  these  new  and  substituted  returns  were  forwarded  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  and  which  must  have  borne  in  the  post-mark  the 
date  of  mailing,  have  been  destroyed,  leaving  as  a  iTile  the  new 
return  to  be  filed  in  place  of  the  one  suppressed,  without  any 
evidence  in  the  return  itself  which  would  be  likely  to  lead  to  the 
detection  of  the  fraud.  The  expense  of  summoning  the  municipal 
officers  who  made  up  the  election  returns  is  so  large,  and  the  time 
for  investigation  so  short,  that  the  Committee  have  been  obliged  to 
examine  only  those  cases  to  which  their  attention  has  been  called, 
either  by  the  appearance  of  the  return  itself,  the  alterations  in  the 
tabulations,  or  information  received  from  outside  parties.  A  sufficient 
number  of  cases  have  been  examined  to  establish  the  fact  beyond 
controversy,  that  this  practice  of  suppressing  defective  returns  from 
places  giving  Fusion  majorities,  and  the  substitution  of  others  which 
conformed  to  the  rules  which  were  established  by  the  Governor  and 
Council  for  the  purpose  of  rejecting  certain  returns,  disclosing 
Republican  majorities,  was  resorted  to  where  it  was  found  to  be 
necessary  to  the  election  of  Fusion  members. 

Your  Committee  wiU  briefly  allude  to  a  few  of  these  cases  as 
disclosed  by  the  testimony  which  accompanies  this  report. 

JoNESBORo',  Addison,  Whtting  and  Lincoln. 

In  the  case  of  Jonesboro',  in  Washington  county,  the  Committee 
found  among  the  returns  which  came  into  their  hands  for  examination, 
an  official  envelope  signed  by  the  Selectmen  and  Town  Clerk  of 
Jonesboro',  bearing  the  post-mark  of  Sept.  9,  1879,  which  purported 
to  contain  the  Senatorial  return  from  that  town.  This  envelope 
contained  a  blank  return  which  had  never  been  filled  up. 

Evidence  was  taken  before  the  Committee  which  showed  that  Dec. 
9,  1879,  Herbert  M.  Heath,  Esq.,  the  counsel  for  the  Republican 
Senators-elect  from  Washington  county,  examined  the  Senatorial 
returns  from  that  county,  in  presence  of  Governor  Garcelon  and 
E.  C.  Moody,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Elections  ;  that  he  noticed 
the  envelope  from  Jonesboro*  among  the  returns  in  the  morning,  but 
when  he  came  in  the  afternoon  it  was  missing,  and  after  some  search 
it  was  found  on  the  floor,  and  opened,  and  the  blank  return  exhibited 
to  him  as  the  Senatorial  return  from  Jonesboro%  and  that  Grovemor 
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Garcelon,  £.  C.  Moody,  S.  S.  Brown  and  Mark  Harden  were 
present  at  the  time. 

It  was  also  proved  that  F.  M.  Fogg,  one  of  the  Conncil,  exhibited 
this,  or  a  like  blank  return  at  a  public  meeting  in  Portland,  and 
claimed  it  to  be  the  return  sent  &om  Jonesboro'.  The  Town  Clerk 
and  diairman  of  the  Selectmen  of  Jonesboro'  were  summoned  before 
the  committee.  Both  voted  the  Fusion  ticket,  and  their  testimony 
was  straightforward  and  convincing.  From  them  it  appeared  that 
the  original  Senatorial  return  was  made,  signed  and  sealed  up  in 
open  town  meeting,  and  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  State  in  the 
official  envelope,  which  envelope  they  identified  as  the  one  before  the 
Conunittee,  and  that  they  never  did  send  a  blank  return ;  that  about 
Nov.  8th,  Geoi^  W.  Drisko,  the  editor  of  the  Machias  Union,  and 
a  prominent  Democratic  politician,  brought  a  blank  return  to  Jones- 
boro', and,  disclosing  to  Mr.  Merritt,  one  of  the  Selectmen,  the  fact 
that  the  furst  return  was  defective,  in  that  it  contained  ''ditto" 
maiks  against  the  name  of  the  Democratic  candidates  for  Senators, 
requested  that  the  official  blank  return  and  envelope,  which  he  pro- 
duced, should  be  filled  up  and  returned  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 
This  was  done,  and  it  was  proved  that  it  came  to  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  Nov.  17,  1879.  George  W.  Drisko,  m  testi- 
mony, admitted  that  he  received  two  blank  returns  and  envelopes 
from  James  R.  Talbot,  the  Fusion  candidate  for  Senator  for  Wash- 
ington county,  and  carried  them  to  Addison  and  Jonesboro'. 

Drisko  attempted  to  conceal  the  fact  that  he  was  in  possession  of 
any  knowledge  of  what  defects  actuaUy  existed  in  the  returns  of 
Addison  and  Jonesboro',  and  this  was  undoubtedly  done  for  the  pur- 
pose of  shielding  himself  and  others  of  more  political  importance. 
Your  Committee  were  pained  to  hear  him  deny  that  he  had  any  such 
knowledge,  or  that  he  pointed  out  to  either  of  the  municipal  officers 
of  said  towns  the  defect  which  existed  in  the  returns  to  be  corrected. 
Both  Gilbert  L.  Tabbut  and  J.  L.  Merritt,  testified  positively  in  the 
presence  of  Drisko,  that  Drisko  did  point  out  the  particular  de- 
fect to  be  corrected ;  and  he  was  ftirther  positively  contradicted  by 
James  R.  Talbot,  who  testified  that  he  informed  Drisko  of  the 
precise  defects  that  he  was  to  get  amended. 

Your  Committee  have  never  seen  the  first  set  of  returns  sent  from 
Jonesboro'  to  Angusta,  and  this  was  probably  for  the  reason  that  they 
were  destroyed  before  the  second  set  was  forwarded  to  Augusta. 
But  the  second  set  of  returns  was  before  the  Committee,  and  was 
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fhlly  identified  bj-  tiie  municipal  officers  of  Jonesboro'.  They  wer§ 
perfect  returns,  and  conclusively  proved  that  the  claim  made  by  the 
Governor  and  Council,  that  the  Jonesboro'  return  was  a  blank,  was 
purposely  untrue.  This  second  set  of  returns  was  found  concealed 
in  the  State  House.  The  only  explanation  of  this  blank  return 
which  seems  reasonable  to  your  committee,  is  that  the  first  and  legal 
returns  from  Jonesboro'  were  found  to  be  defective  and  destroyed, 
that  it  became  known  to  the  Council^  that  the  fact  that  the  second 
official  envelope  from  Jonesboro'  had  been  received  in  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  November  17,  1879,  as  testified  by  Gallagher, 
was  no  longer  a  secret.  It  was,  therefore,  concluded  to  suppress 
and  conceal  this  second  return  and  substitute  a  blank  in  its  place, 
Which  would  not  be  tabulated — and  thereby  disarm  suspicion. 

G.  L.  Tabbut,  chairman  of  the  selectmen  of  Addison,  testified 
that  Drisko  brought  to  him  a  blank  return  and  envelope,  and  re- 
quested him  to  make  a  hew  return  from  Addison,  to  correct  an  error 
existing  in  the  first  return,  by  filling  the  blank  containing  the  whole 
number  of  votes. 

James  R.  Talbot  of  East  Machias,  testified  that  in  the  early  part 
of  November  he  received  these  blanks  from  Adjutant  General  S.  D. 
Leavitt  of  Eastport,  whose  office  was  in  the  State  House  at  Augusta, 
with  a  letter  stating  the  defects  existing  in  the  returns  from  Addi- 
son, Jonesboro*  and  Whiting,  and  requested  that  new  and  correct 
returns  be  procured  and  forwarded  to  Augusta ;  that  he  applied  to 
Drisko,  stating  the  defects  to  be  cured  and  gave  him  these  returns. 

It  also  appeared  that  in  the  case  of  Whiting,  in  Washington 
county,  new  returns  were  made  and  substituted  to  supply  defects. 

SOMERVILLE. 

Abundant  testimony  was  taken  before  the  Committee,  showing  that 
in  November  new  blanks  were  sent  to  Somerville,  in  Lincoln  county ; 
that  fradulent  returns  were  filled  up  and  the  names  of  the  selectmen 
signed  to  them  without  their  knowledge  or  consent,  by  the  town 
derk,  who  admitted  the  same  in  his  testimony,  and  that  they  were 
forwarded  to  Augusta  to  be  used  as  the  true  returns. 

In  the  original  return  from  Somerville  the  name  of  Andrew  R.  G. 
Smith,  the  Republican  candidate  for  Senator,  was  properly  inserted, 
while  in  the  second  return  it  was  written  Andrew  A.  R.  Smith, 
whereby  Andrew  R.  G.  Smith  lost  the  vote  and  was  counted  out. 

In  all  these  cases  the  original  and  true  returns  have  been  sup- 
pressed and  the  substituted  returns  have  been  tabulated  and  counted, 
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whereby  the  Fusion  candidates  have  been  in  every  instance  counted 
in,  and  the  Republican  candidates  have  been  counted  out. 

Fairfield. 

It  appeared  from  the  testimony  of  the  Selectmen  and  Clerk  of 
Fairfield  in  Somerset  county,  that  the  official  returns  were  duly  made 
and  sealed  up  in  open  town  meeting  and  forwarded  to  Augusta ; 
upon  a  recount  of  the  vote  it  appeared  that  an  error  had  been  made 
whereby  twenty  Fusion  votes  had  not  been  properly  returned.  This 
fact  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  S.  S.  Brown  of  the  Governor's 
Council,  who  resided  and  had  his  law  office  in  Fairfield ;  some  days 
after  the  election  the  town  clerk  received  from  the  hand  of  John  N. 
Channing  a  Democratic  politician,  blank  official  returns  and  envel- 
opes, which  Channing  testified  he  obtained  at  the  office  of  Brown, 
and  made  new  returns,  stating  the  votes  according  to  the  facts, 
which  returns  were  signed  by  the  municipal  oflScers.  In  order  to 
prevent  any  improper  use  of  the  second  set  of  returns,  the  Clerk 
attached  with  mucilage  to  the  face  of  each  return,  in  the  upper  left 
band  comer,  a  slip  of  paper  containing  the  words  "Amended  return 
of  the  Town  of  Fairfield,  September  .25,  1879,"  and  at  the  same 
time  sent  with  the  returns  the  following  letter : 

*'  Fairfield,  Sept.  26, 1879. 
To  the  Secretary  of  State^  Augusta^  Me. 

Sir:  Herewith  please  find  amended  report  of  the  town  of  Fairfield, 
made  in  consequence  of  an  error  which  occnrred  in  the  counting  of  the 
▼otes  on  the  eve  of  the  election,  which  we  have  made  after  a  carefUl  count 
of  the  votes,  which  were  careftilly  preserved. 

F.  M.  TOTMAN,     )  Selectmen 

H.  C.  BURLEIOH,  V  of 

C.  J.  Grbenb,      J  Fairfield* 
Attesfc— F.  E.  McFadden,  Town  Clerk  of  Fairfield." 

According  to  the  testimony  of  Garcelon,  the  Governor  and  Coun- 
cil rejected  the  returns  from  Fairfield  upon  the  ground  that  two  sets 
of  retums,  each  contradicting  the  other,  had  been  made,  and  that 
there  was  no  means  of  determining  which  were  the  true  and  original 
returns ;  but  upon  inspection  it  appears,  and  is  so  admitted  by  Gov- 
ernor Garcelon  to  be  the  fact,  that  the  slips  showing  the  second  set 
of  returns  for  Senators  and  Representatives  to  be  amended  returns, 
had  been  torn  off,  leaving  a  portion  of  the  slip  attached  to  the  return. 
The  Republican  majority  of  seventy-five  votes  was  thereby  lost  to 
the  Republican  candidate  and  his  Fusion  competitor  was  cotmted-in 
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and  received  his  certificate.  Your  committee  feel  it  due  to  Gover- 
nor Garcelon  to  say  that  he  denied  all  knowledge  of  this  fraud,  and 
claimed  that  he  would  not  have  permitted  it  had  he  been  aware  of 
its  existence. 

Alterations,  Erasures  and  Forgeries. 

But  the  suppression  of  original  returns  and  the  substitution  of 
others  in  their  place,  were  not  the  only  methods  employed  to  brincr 
about  the  purpL  wWch  was  to  be  acoompUshed.  L  LpectionTf 
the  face  of  the  returns  themselves  show  many  instances  of  erasures 
and  alterations,  changing  the  results  of  the  election  and  giving  cer- 
tificates to  men  who  had  never  been  chosen  by  the  people.  The 
space  proper  to  devote  to  this,  report  prevents  your  Committee  from 
calling  attention  only  to  those  cases  thoroughly  established  by  testi- 
mony to  have  been  made  after  the  returns  left  the  several  towns  and 
plantations  where  they  were  made  up  for  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  at  Augusta,  leaving  it  to  the  members  of  the  Legislature  to 
make  personal  examination  of  the  returns  now  in  the  archives  of  the 
Department  of  State',  and  of  the  many  cases  not  herein  specially 
mentioned.  The  Governor  and  Council  established  the  rule  that 
where  the  middle  initial  letter  of  the  name  of  a  candidate  was  not 
properly  stated  or  was  omitted,  the  votes  would  not  be  counted, 
and  that  the  defect  was  '^  fatal ;"  they  also  declined  to  receive  testi- 
mony when  offered  by  Republicans  to  cure  any  defect  in  this  partic- 
ular occurring  in  the  names  of  Senators  and  Representatives. 

GOULDSBORO'. 

The  Representative  return  from  the  town  of  Gouldsboro',  in  the 
county  of  Hancock,  disclosed  upon  its  face  that  the  initial  letter  P 
in  the  name  of  Oliver  P.  Bragdon,  the  Republican  candidate  for 
Representative,  had  been  tampered  with  and  changed.  The  Repub- 
lican vote  in  this  town  was  two  hundred  and  seven,  and  the  majority 
eighty-two.  S.  W.  Libbey,  the  town  clerk  of  Gouldsboro',  appeared 
before  the  committee  and  testified  that  the  name  of  Oliver  P.  Brag- 
don was  written  by  himself;  that  he  was  well  acquainted  with  the 
name,  and  that  he  never  wrote  it  Oliver  B.  Bragdon ;  that  he  saw 
the  return  sealed  up,  and  that  when  it  left  Gouldsboro'  for  the 
office  of  the  Secretary'  of  State  the  name  was  Oliver  P.  Bragdon, 
and  that  the  erasure  and  addition  to  the  letter  P  were  made  after 
it  left  the  town  where  it  was  so  sealed  up.     He  produced  the  town 
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called  to  it.  It  also  appeared  that  soon  after,  the  fact  was  published 
in  the  Oxford  Democrat.  After  this  date  it  was  changed  &om  ^'C 
to  G,  the  vote  tabulated  for  Henrj^  G.  Walker  instead  of  Henry  "C 
Walker.  The  tremor  of  the  hand  of  the  person  making  the  change  is 
plainly  visible  under  the  magnifying  glass)  and  discloses  the  agitation 
which  would  naturally  attend  such  a  glaring  forgery.  The  certifi- 
cate of  election  was  given  to  Henry  G.  Walker,  the  Fusion  candidate. 

Berwick. 

In  the  Senatorial  return  from  the  town  of  Berwick,  the  middle 
initial  letter  in  the  name  of  George  H.  Wakefield,  Republican 
candidate  for  Senator,  has  been  changed  to  the  letter  ^^A.'*  The 
Republican  vote  for  George  H.  Wakefield  was  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
eight.  The  letter  ^^H"  was  originally  made  by  two  downward  strokes 
of  the  pen,  open  at  the  top,  and  connected  together  by  a  cross-tie, 
a  very  common  way  of  making  the  letter  H.  It  is  evident  to  3'our 
Committee,  upon  inspection,  that  the  alteration  was  effected  by  closing 
the  top  of  the '  ^H"  by  a  curved  line,  making  it  an  ^  *'A  "  with  a  rounded 
top,  and  changing  the  name  from  George  H.  Wakefield  to  George 
'^A."  Wakefield.  The  color  of  the  ink  is  different,  and  the  line  of 
joinder  between  the  letter  and  amendment  is  clearly  definable.  The 
town  clerk  of  Berwick  was  before  the  Committee,  and  testified 
that  he  never  made  the  letter  ^^A**  in  the  manner  disclosed  in  the 
name  of  Geoi^  H.  Wakefield,  and  never  made  the  ^'^''  in  question. 
The  record  of  the  town  clerk  fully  confirmed  this  statement,  that 
he  was  well  acquainted  with  the  names  and  that  the  alteration  was 
made,  and  the  forgery  done,  after  it  came  to  Augusta.  The  vote 
was  in  the  first  instance  tabulated  for  George  H.  Wakefield,  but 
afterwards  was  erased,  and  the  vote  was  then  tabulated  for  George 
^^A.**  Wakefield,  and  the  certificate  was  issued  to  Ira  S.  libby,  the 
Fusion  candidate.  There  can  be  no  doubt,  under  the  testimony^ 
that  this  alteration  was  made  for  the  purpose  of  counting  in  Ira  S. 
Libby,  the  Fusion  Senator  fh>m  York,  and  that  it  was  made  while  in 
the  hands  of  the  Governor  and  Council,  and  while  the  business  of 
tabulation  was  in  progress. 

Wells. 

In  the  Senatorial  return  fh>m  Wells,  there  has  been  an  alteration 
in  the  name  of  Josiah  A.  Stover,  the  Fusion  candidate  for  Senator, 
by  inserting  the  middle  initial  letter  ^^  A,*'  and  by  erasing  a  part  of 
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the  letter  ^'S'*  m  Stover,  and  re-writing  the  same  so  as  to  leave  room 
for  the  insertion  of  the  added  letter.  George  G.  Hatch,  the  town 
clerk  of  Wells,  was  summoned  before  your  Committee  and  produced 
the  town  record,  and  also  the  original  minutes  from  which  he  made 
up  tJie  returns.  In  both  record  and  minutes  the  name  was  written 
*'*^Jo9iah  Stover"  After  inspection  of  the  returns  the  clerk  testified 
ttiat  the  letter  ^  ^A  "  was  not  in  his  handwriting,  nor  in  the  handwriting 
of  either  of  the  municipal  officers,  and  that  it  had  been  added  since 
it  left  the  town  of  Wells.  The  letter  is  made  in  imitation  of  the 
same  letter  found  in  other  parts  of  the  return,  and  is  evidentiy  a 
poor  forger}\     The  vote  was  tabulated  for  Josiah  ^^A."  Stover. 

DaytoK. 

In  the  Senatorial  return  from  Dayton  two  changes  appear  in  the 
names  of  the  Fusion  candidates  for  Senator.  In  this  case  the  letter 
**^"  in  the  name  of  Josiah  A.  Stover,  was  originally  ''^,"  but  has  been 
cliaoged  in  much  the  same  way  as  the  change  was  effected  in  the 
name  of  George  H.  Wakefield,  but  with  opposite  motives.  In  Wake- 
field's case  the  change  was  made  for  the  purpose  of  depriving  a  Re- 
publican Senator  of  the  votes  which  appeared  to  have  been  thrown 
for  him  ;  in  Stover's  case  it  was  to  enable  the  Governor  and  Council 
to  tabulate  a  vote  which  would  have  been  rejected  if  the  rule  adopted 
in  the  Berwick  case  was  to  govern.  It  also  appears  that  the  middle 
initial  letter  in  the  name  of  John  Q.  Dennett,  Fusion  candidate  for 
Senator,  was  formerly  written  ^^L"  and  has  been  changed  to  Q  so  as 
to  save  ninet}'-five  Fusion  votes  for  him.  The  attempted  change  in 
the  letter  ^^L"  consisted  in  adding  a  curved  line  to  the  top  of  the  let- 
ter on  the  left  hand  side.  The  effort  would  not  be  considered  a  suc- 
cess as  a  matter  of  ait,  but  it  proved  sufficient  for  the  purpose  in 
view,  since  the  vote  was  tabulated  for  John  Q.  Dennett.  The 
town  clerl  of  Dayton  testified  that  the  alterations  were  not  made  by 
him,  but  were  made  after  the  returns  left  Dayton  for  Augusta. 

Brownfield. 

The  forgery  in  the  return  for  County  Officers  of  the  town  of  Brown- 
field,  in  Oxford  county,  seems  to  be  a  matter  of  greater  skill  and 
premeditation.  On  the  eighth  day  of  December  this  return  was 
examined  in  the  presence  of  John  B.  Foster  of  the  Council,  by  Hon. 
£.  C.  Farrington  of  Fryeburg,  and  the  discovery  was  made  that 
neither  the  name  of  the  town  of  Brownfield,  nor  the  county  of  Ox- 
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ford,  appeared  anywhere  upon  the  face  of  the  return,  all  the  blanks 
left  for  this  purpose  remaming  unfilled.  The  attention  of  the  Coun- 
cillor was  expressly  called  to  this  defect,  and  the  fact  that  it  existed 
appeared  in  the  Oxford  Democrat  of  December  sixteenth,  eighteen 
hundred  and  seventy-nine.  It  now  appears  that  the  names  of  the  town 
and  county  have  been  written  in  since  that  time,  in  a  hand  designed 
to  imitate  the  body  of  the  return.  The  assistance  of  an  expert  in 
handwriting  was  called  in  who  pronounced  it  a  forgery,  executed 
with  some  skill,  but  yet  too  clumsily  done  to  deceive  any  one.  Your 
Committee  wished  to  place  the  matter  beyond  question,  and  sum- 
moned E.  B.  Bean,  Esq.,  chairman  of  the  Selectmen  of  Brownfield, 
who  wrote  the  body  of  the  return,  and  who  testified  without  hesita- 
tion that  the  words  so  written  in  were  not  in  his  handwriting,  but 
were  forgeries.  Your  Committee  cannot  state  whose  hand  inserted 
these  words,  but  it  is  clear  that  the  forgery  was  done  while  the 
return  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Grovemor  and  CouncU,  because  the 
votes  shown  by  the  return  were  tabulated  as  if  no  defect  existed. 
The  Fusion  majority  in  Brownfield  was  sixty-four. 

BUCKFIELD. 

The  return  of  the  town  of  Buckfield  in  Oxford  county,  for  County 
Officers,  was  another  instance  of  the  fraudulent  addition  of  the  name 
of  the  town  in  a  case  where  the  blanks  for  town  and  county  were 
unfilled,  so  that  nothing  on  the  face  of  the  return  showed  from 
whence  it  came.  Without  stating  all  the  testimony,  your  Committee 
bdieve  it  to  be  conclusive  that  this  addition  was  fraudulently  made 
after  the  return  came  to  Augusta,  and  the  result  was  that  the  Fusion 
majority  of  more  than  one  hundred  and  thirty  votes  was  counted. 
The  two  returns  of  Brownfield  and  Buckfield  were  necessary  to  the 
election  of  the  Fusion  County  Officers  of  that  county.  In  these 
cases  also  the  magnifying  glass  discloses  the  trembling  writing  which 
usually  accompanies  cases  of  forgery. 

Perkins. 

In  case  of  the  return  from  Perkins  Plantation  in  Franklin  county, 
the  attention  of  your  Committee  was  first  called  to  the  words  and  fig- 
ures ^^Twenty-severiy  27 j"  which  appeared  in  the  blank  for  the  whole 
number  of  votes.  They  observed  the  marked  difference  between 
these  words  and  figures  and  the  handwriting  of  the  body  of  the  re- 
turn.   They  summoned  before  them  the  derk  of  the  plantation,  who 
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appeared  to  be  a  fiedr  minded  and  intelligent  man,  and  he  testified 
pofiidvelj,  that  the  words  and  figures  were  not  written  by  him,  nor 
by  any  of  the  assessors.  An  inspection  of  the  return  corroborated 
bis  testimony.  He  fbrther  testified  that  the  alteration  was  made 
after  the  return  left  Perkins  Plantation.  The  attention  of  your  com- 
mittee was  further  attracted  to  the  similarity  of  the  added  words  in 
this  return,  and  the  handwriting  contained  in  certain  letters  signed 
by  Prince  A.  Sawyer,  the  Deputy  Secretary  of  State  during  the  ad- 
ministration of  Governor  Garcelon.  They  also  examined  the 
^'  Council  Blotter,"  much  of  which  was  in  the  handwriting  of  said 
Sawj'er,  and  as  a  consequence  your  Conunittee  summoned  before 
thens  William  C.  Holt,  a  very  competent  expert  in  handwriting,  and 
submitted  to  him  the  added  words  in  the  returns,  and  the  letters  and 
^^  Blotter"  for  comparison.  He  testified  that  he  had  carefully  examined 
the  several  writings,  and  had  no  doubt  that  the  words  and  figures 
"  Ticenty-seven^  27  "  were  written  by  Sawyer.  He  gave  his  rea- 
sons for  this  conclusion  before  the  Committee  at  length,  and  an  in- 
spection by  your  Conmiittee  corroborates  his  opinion. 

Where  and  When  these  THiN(i8  were  Done. 

Your  Committee  cannot  avoid  the  conclusion,  that  these  suppres- 
sions and  substitutions,  erasures  and  forgeries,  were  made  in  the 
chamber  of  the  Governor  and  Council  at  Augusta.  It  abundantly 
appears,  that  the  blanks  upon  which  the  new  and  substituted  returns 
were  written,  and  the  envelopes  in  which  they  were  enclosed,  were 
official  and  such  as  are  kept  in  the  oflSce  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 
The  testimony  shows  conclusively  that  the  returns  were  sent  by  mail 
or  delivered  in  person  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  from  the  several 
towns  and  plantations,  and  were  opened  by  him  or  his  assistants, 
and  their  contents  must  have  been  known  to  the  officials  whose  duty 
it  was  to  count  the  returns.  The  erasures  are  so  numerous  and  so 
connected  with  the  tabulations,  and  were  so  uniform  in  the  result 
produced  by  them,  that  they  disclose  a  well  defined  plan,  consistent 
in  its  details  and  in  the  manner  of  its  execution.  It  is  incredible 
that  fraud  and  wrong-doing  could  be  carried  on  so  extensively  in 
connection  with  these  returns,  which  da}'  after  day  came  before  va- 
rious parties  connected  with  the  executive  department,  for  their  in- 
spection, without  the  facts  being  known  to  ever}'  ofi^cial  connected 
with  the  count,  and  if  any  one  of  them  shut  his  eyes  to  what  was 
going  on,  in  the  midst  of  the  public  clamor  and  excitement  which 
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attended  the  counting  of  these  returns,  he  must  have  been  so  negli- 
gent of  his  duty,  that  his  apathy  would  make  him  responsible  for  the 
wrong.  But  it  will  be  very  difficult  to  bring  men  of  common  sense 
to  believe  that  these  transactions  were  not  known  and  acquiesced  in 
b}-  all  the  parties  concerned  in  the  counting  and  tabulation  of  the 
votes. 

Was  the  Counting-out  the  Result  of  a  PREMEDrrATED  Plan  ob 

CONSPmACY  ? 

Your  Committee  can  account  for  certain  transactions  in  no  other 
way.  The  secrecy  which  was  maintained  during  the  time  of 
examination  and  tabulation  of  the  returns  was  remarkable  and 
unprecedented.  In  other  years  the  returns  had  always  been  laid 
open  to  the  inspection  of  candidates  and  parties  interested.  No 
harm  had  come  to  the  State  or  to  any  contestant  or  member-elect 
therebj'.  But  in  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine  everybody  was 
repulsed  until  after  the  result  had  been  in  eflfect  determined  by  the 
Governor  and  Council,  although  that  result  affected  thirty-seven 
Republican  Senators  and  Representatives  unfavorably.  And  every 
one  of  these  has  since  been  declared  by  the  court  to  have  been  en- 
titled to  his  seat,  and  is  to-day  either  a  Senator  or  Representative. 

The  alterations,  tampering  with,  suppression  or  destruction  of  the 
returns  that  have  been  found  and  to  which  reference  has  been  made, 
must  have  taken  place  before  the  tabulation  and  lists  were  made  up, 
because  the  results  arrived  at  by  the  Governor  and  Council  are 
based  upon  the  returns  as  they  show  after  such  alteration,  tampering 
with,  suppression  or  destruction,  and  this  completely  disposes  of  an}'- 
intimation  that  the  changes  have  been  made  since  the  returns  left 
the  hands  of  the  Governor  and  Council. 

The  whole  great  fraud  and  crime  then  is  thrown  back  upon  the 
members  of  the  Council,  with  whatever  complicity  the  Governor 
had  in  it,  or  upon  any  persons  whom  the  Governor  and  "Council 
permitted  to  handle  the  returns,  and  whose  interest  it  was  to  improperly 
treat  them. 

That  the  rule  of  exclusion  fix)m  inspection  was  so  closely  applied, 
strengthens  the  assumption  that  mischief  was  going  on  under  the 
cover  of  the  secrecy. 

Mr.  Orville  D.  Baker  has  fhlly  described  in  his  testimony  the 
difficulty  which  a  Republican  candidate  had  who  tried  either  to  prove 
his  case  or  to  find  out  if  it  needed  to  be  proved.    He  had  been 
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entrasted  with  attested  copies  of  the  records  in  four  hundred  cities, 
towns  and  plantations,  taken  and  made  up  by  town  officers  of  ever}' 
shade  of  political  Mth,  and  he  found  it  impossible  to  get  the  oppor- 
taiiity  to  file  his  papers  or  compare  them  with  the  returns  on  file. 
His  testimony  is  referred  to  as  most  important,  and  the  instances 
which  he  gives  show  a  fixed  predetermination  on  the  part  of  both 
GoTemor  and  Council  to  persist  in  the  counting  out,  and  to  hear 
little  or  no  testimony  that  might  arrest  their  oourse.  Herbert  M. 
Heath  and  Chaiies  B.  Rounds  also  testify  to  like  facts.  If  there 
was  saeh  a  plan  or  conspiracy,  it  must  have  embraced  not  only  the 
Governor  and  Council,  but  they  must  have  given  information  to  other 
parties,  who  upon  such  information  Aimished  the  materials  with 
which  to  do  the  work. 

It  is  plain  that  consultations  were  had  upon  the  matter,  and  the 
indications  are  that  whatever  part  the  Grovernor  had  in  them  was 
taken  hesitatingly  at  first. 

Attorney  General  McLellan. 

The  testimony  of  the  Harriman  brothers  shows  clearly  that  as 
early  as  November  eighth,  a  week  before  the  Committee  on  Election 
Betoms  had  reported.  Attorney  General  McLellan,  at  Belfast, 
shadowed  forth  the  exact  plan  which  was  pursued,  and  the  reasons 
on  which  it  was  to  be  defended. 

Mr.  McLellan  told  these  gentiemen  that  the  Republicans  were  to 
be  counted  out ;  that  they  had  passed  a  law  in  eighteen  hundred  and 
seventy-seven,  which  made  a  returning  board  of  the  Governor  and 
Council,  and  that  his  party  meant  to  use  it.  He  also  named  a  Waldo 
county  town  which,  he  said,  was  to  be  counted  out,  and  the  result  in 
tiiat  town  answered  to  his  prediction.  He  ftirther  said  that  he  had 
seen  the  Governor,  and  had  labored  with  him,  and  had  ^^  stiffened  his 
back,"  so  that  he  was,  at  the  date  of  the  talk,  ^^  all  right." 

John  Benson's  Testimony. 
The  testimony  of  John  Benson,  Jr.,  who  was  the  Deputy  Secretary 
of  State,  under  the  Fusion  government,  is  in  point.  He  teUs  the 
story  of  meeting  Frederick  G.  Parker,  one  of  the  members  of 
Governor  Garcelon's  Council,  at  Bangor,  at  an  early  date  after  the 
election,  a  date  which  he  fixes  as  surely  previous  to  November 
seventeenth.  Mr.  Parker  told  Mr.  Benson  of  the  defect  which  existed 
in  the  return  of  the  town  of  Dixmont,  and  that  Councillor  Brown  of 
Fairfield  had  a  blank  return,  which  would  be  sent  by  him  to  the  wit- 
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ness,  to  be  used  in  correcting  the  return.  Mr.  Parker  told  Mr.  Ben- 
son that  the  Dixmont  return  needed  to  be  corrected  in  order  to 
make  a  precedent  by  which  certain  Fusion  towns  could  be  saved, 
that  otherwise  must  be  counted  out. 

This  testimony  is  very  important,  in  that  it  establishes  conclusively 
the  fact  that,  long  before  the  time  when  the  Council  Committee  had 
completed  their  first  examinations,  the  project  of  manipulating  the 
returns  had  been  discussed  in  the  Council,  and  methods  had  been 
devised  to  the  end  that  a  Fusion  majorit)'  should  be  secured  in  the 
Legislature. 

Though  not  pertinent  to  this  branch  of  the  case,  we  call  special 
attention  to  the  further  testimony  of  Mr.  Benson,  relating  to  the 
abstraction  of  certain  original  tabulations  and  their  suppression  by  a 
member  of  the  Council,  in  order  to  conceal  the  evidences  which  they 
fiirnish  of  the  fraudulent  proceedings  in  the  counting  out. 

On  this  feature  of  the  case  Governor  Garcelon  testifies  that  all  the 
returns  were  kept  closely,  and  that  up  to  November  seventeenth,  no 
person  outside  of  the  Council's  Committee  on  Election  Returns,  or 
its  messenger,  Mark  Hai-den,  or  the  Secretary  or  his  Deputj*,  who 
attended  the  session,  had  any  opportunity  to  inspect  the  returns,  or 
to  know  that  any  defects  existed  in  them. 

But  on  November  eighth,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  E.  K. 
Smart,  of  Pembroke,  the  Fusion  candidate  for  County  Attorney  in 
Washington  county,  was  found,  as  he  testifies,  travelling  about  his 
count}',  armed  with  a  blank  return,  such  as  can  only  be  furnished 
from  the  office  of  the  Secretarj'  of  State,  for  the  purpose  of  correct- 
ing the  defective  returns  in  Robbinston  and  other  towns,  where  the 
defects  were  against  the  Fusion  candidates.  And  at  the  same  time, 
the  dates  agreeing  exactly,  George  W.  Drisko,  the  editor  of  a  Fusion 
newspaper,  was  visiting  the  towns  of  Addison  and  Jonesborough,  as 
before  stated,  with  blank  returns,  which  had  been  sent  to  the  Fusion 
candidate  for  Senator,  Hon.  James  R.  Talbot,  with  accompanying  in- 
structions as  to  the  exact  defects  in  the  returns  from  those  towns, 
defects  which  the  town  officers  themselves  had  no  knowledge  of,  and 
these  blank  retiu*ns  and  instructions  came  from  a  member  of  the 
Fusion  State  government  whose  office  was  at  Augusta. 

In  both  of  these  cases  it  is  plain  that  no  blanks  could  have  been 
sent  out,  and  no  knowledge  of  the  defects  in  the  returns  which  were 
sought  to  be  cured,  could  be  possessed  except  from  information  fur- 
ished  through  or  by  some  member  of  the  CouncQ  or  its  clerk,  or 
messengier. 
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In  both  the  Robbinston  case  and  the  Jonesborough  ease,  the  affi- 
daTit  and  the  new  return  received,  were  made  the  basis  of  action  on 
the  part  of  the  Governor  and  Council,  the  tabulations  showing  that 
the  Fusion  candidates  got  the  benefit  of  the  case  as  established  by 
those  papers. 

The  Cherr^^eld  Representative  case  shows  the  same  knowledge  of 
the  necessity  of  procuring  evidence  to  be  used  in  counting  out  a 
Republican  previous  to  November  seventeenth.  For,  on  November 
fourteenth,  the  Deputy  Clerk  of  the  Courts  of  Penobscot  county  ftir- 
nished  an  attested  copy  of  the  naturalization  papers  of  Samuel  Ray, 
one  of  the  Selectmen  of  Cherryfield,  which  paper,  as  the  memoran- 
dum endorsed  on  it  shows,  was  sent  by  Charles  N.  Hersey  of  Bangor 
toE.  F.  Pillsbury,  by  whom  it  was  filed  with  the  Governor  and  Coun- 
cil, who  upon  the  strength  of  it  threw  out  a  Republican  Representa- 
tive and  also  a  Republican  Senator. 

B.  Emer)'  Pratt  is  also  found  in  Franklin  county,  taking  afildavits 
eitiier  to  throw  out  Republican  towns  or  to  correct  defects  in  Demo- 
cratic towns,  previous  to  November  seventeenthi 

Still  earlier,  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  October,  Alfi*ed  S.  KimbaU, 
the  Fusion  candidate  for  county  attorney  in  Oxford  county,  is  found 
taking  ex-parte  affidavits,  as  in  the  case  of  ^e  town  of  Stoneham, 
upon  which  the  Governor  and  Council  threw  out  the  vote  of  the 
town  and  thereby  counted  in  another  Fusion  Representative. 

The  conclusion  is  irresistible,  that  there  was  a  deliberate  plan  to 
give  time  and  furnish  information  from  the  returns  to  parties  in 
sympathy  with  the  Governor  and  Council  politically,  upon  which  de- 
fects- in  cases  injuriously  affecting  the  Fusion  candidates  could  be 
cured,  and  cases  got  up  under  which  Republican  candidates  could  be 
oonnted  out. 

In  no  ease  was  a  defect  in  a  return  which  operated  against  a  Re- 
publican candidate  allowed  to  be  corrected,  and  in  no  case  which  we 
have  found  was  there  any  denial  of  the  right  claimed  by  the  Fusion- 
ists  to  get  up  a  case  on  ex-parte  affidavits  against  Republican 
candidates,  upon  facts  touching  the  returns  but  in  no  wise  appearing 
upon  their  face. 

The  eonspirac}'  must  have  had  its  seat  at  Augusta,  and  the  Coun- 
cil evidenth*  kept  the  returns  from  the  inspection  of  Republican  can- 
didates, and  delayed  its  action  in  order  that  the  parties  who  were 
acting  outside  as  the  instruments  of  the  conspiracy,  could  have  full 
swing  for  the  execution  of  their  work. 
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Application  op  thb  Rules  and  Principles  laid  down  by  the 

Governor  and  Council. 

One  of  the  strongest  proofs  of  the  existence  of  a  determination  on 
the  part  of  the  Governor  and  Council  to  secure  the  control  of  the 
Legislature  is  found  in  the  manner  in  which  thej  applied  the  law,  as 
they  interpreted  it,  to  the  cases  arising  before  them. 

For  instance :  one  of  the  rules  laid  down  as  found  in  the  report 
made  and  published  by  the  Committee  on  Election  Returns  of  the 
grounds  on  which  their  action  was  based,  was  that  under  a  decision 
of  the  court  the  returns  must  be  signed  by  each  of  the  town  officers 
individually. 

Under  this  rule,  because  the  signatures  on  the  return  from  New 
Sharon  bore  some  resemblance  to  each  other  the  return  was  rejected, 
although  the  town  officers  forwarded  affidavits  establishing  the  fact 
that  each  officer  had  written  his  own  signature ;  under  this  a  Repub- 
lican Representative  was  thrown  out. 

As  an  offset  to  this,  your  Committee  find  that  in  the  town  of 
Somerville,  in  Lincoln  county,  where  the  signatures  of  all  of  the 
selectmen  and  the  town  clerk  are  plainly  and  undeniably  in  the  hand- 
writing of  the  town  clerk,  and  when  the  town  clerk  testifies  that  he 
wrote  them  all,  — yet,  as  the  vote  in  the  town  resulted  in  a  Fusion 
majority  of  eleven,  and  a  Senator  depended  on  that  vote,  the  return 
was  received  and  counted,  and  upon  it  a  certificate  issued  to  Isaac 
T.  Hobson,  the  Fusion  candidate,  it  being  necessary,  as  has 
already  been  shown,  to  also  throw  out  the  vote  for  the  Republican 
Senator  in  said  town. 

Another  rule  laid  down  was,  that  where  initials  were  used  in  the 
ballots  instead  of  the  full  Christian  name,  the  votes  must  be  counted 
as  thrown  for  two  persons.  Under  this  rule,  in  the  town  of  East 
Livermore,  the  votes  thrown  for  the  Republican  candidate  for  County 
Commissioner  were  actually  cast  for  Hiram  W.  Briggs,  and  so  re- 
corded ;  but,  by  an  error  in  the  return,  they  were  set  down  as  cast 
for  ^'^ Hiram  Briggs.^* 

The  Governor  and  Council  refused  to  count  them  for  Hiram  W, 
Briggs,  but  did  tabulate  and  count  them  for '  ''Hiram  Briggs^*'  by  reason 
of  which  he  lost  the  vote  of  the  town  and  the  certificate  was  given 
to  the  Fusion  candidate.  This  case  was  the  more  flagrant  because 
affidavits  were  filed  showing  that  the  votes  were  actually  cast  for 
Hiram  W.  Briggs,  and  that  it  was  so  recorded  in  the  Clerk's  record. 
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On  tiie  other  hand,  in  the  town  of  Lincohi,  where  the  return 
showed  that  the  votes  for  County  Attorney  were  thrown  for  "J?.  H. 
Mace**  jet  upon  affidavits  that  the  voters  intended  to  vote  for  Benja- 
min H.  Maoe,  the  Governor  and  Council  tabulated  and  counted  the 
vote  for  Benjamin  H.  Mace,  he  being  the  Fusion  candidate,  and  re- 
ceiving the  certificate  of  election. 

Other  instances  are  found  touching  the  question  of  the-  names 
used  in  the  votes  for  different  candidates  where  the  decision  of  the 
Governor  and  CouncU  was  one  way  when  it  affected  a  Fusion  candi- 
date, and  the  other  way  when  it  affected  a  Republican  candidate. 

In  Oxford  county,  one  of  the  Republican  candidates  for  Senator 
was  Francis  W.  Redlon,  and  in  the  town  of  Hanover  the  Republican 
Tote  as  shown  by  the  return  was  for  ^^ Francis  W,  BecUond.'*  The 
Governor  and  Council  refused  to  count  the  vote  for  Mr.  Redlon  and 
he  lost  the  vote  of  the  town.  But  in  Lincoln  Plantation  in  the  same 
county,  while  the  Fusion  candidate  was  Charles  RanMns,  the  vote  of 
the  plantation  was  thrown  for  ^^ Charles  Rankin'*  and  the  Governor 
and  Ccmncil  tabulated  and  counted  it  for  Charles  Rankins. 

In  Washington  county,  where  one  of  the  Fusion  candidates  was 
James  R.  Talbot,  the  Governor  and  Council  tabulated  and  counted 
for  him  the  votes  of  the  town  of  Talmadge  which  were  returned  as 
thrown  for  ^'John  R.  Tabbot^**  and  also  the  votes  of  Kossuth  which  by 
the  return  were  thrown  for  ''^  James  R.  Talbart.** 

In  Cumberland  county,  one  of  the  Fusion  candidates  for  Senator 
was  Isaac  F.  Quimby,  but  the  New  Gloucester  and  Raymond  vote 
was  thrown  for  ^^ Isaac  F.  Quinby.**  The  Governor  and  Council 
tabulated  and  counted  the  vote  for  Isaac  F.  Quimby,  while  in  Aroos- 
took countv,  where  in  the  Ashland  district  John  Bumham  was  the 
Republican  candidate  for  the  Legislature,  and  the  vote  of  Ashland 
was  returned  for  ^^John  Bumam^**  the  Governor  and  Council  reftised 
to  tabulate  and  count  it  for  John  Bumham^ 

The  towns  of  Stow  &nd  Denmark  afford  other  instances  of  this 
inoonsistenc}'  in  applying  the  Governor  and  Council's  rule  as  appears 
in  the  printed  testimony. 

A  strong  instance  of  the  perversity  of  the  Governor  and  Council, 
and  their  determination  to  count  in  a  majority  of  Fusion  Senators 
and  Representatives,  at  the  expense  of  Republican  candidates,  is 
found  in  the  action  of  the  Governor  and  Council  in  the  cases  of  the 
cities  of  Portland,  Lewiston,  Bath,  Rockland  and  Saco.  In  these 
cases  no  argument  or  citation  of  law  could  induce  the  Governor  and 
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Council  to  certificate  tiie  Republican  Representatives  who  had  been 
elected  by  large  majorities,  and  even  after  the  opinion  of  the  Justices 
had  been  received,  and  an  opportunity  was  offered  to  set  the  matter 
right,  the  rejection  was  persisted  in.  In  this  case  Grovernor  Garcelon 
testifies  that  he  advised  his  Council,  after  the  opinion  was  received, 
that  the  Republicans  in  Portland  should  receive  their  certificates,  but 
he  was.  overruled. 

In  the  district  composed  of  the  towns  of  Exeter  and  Garland, 
two  brothers,  viz :  Geo.  S.  and  Francis  W.  Hill,  were  rival  candi- 
dates. The  town  of  Exeter  returned  its  vote  for  F.  W.  Hill,  220, 
G.  S.  HUl,  146,  while  the  Garland  return  showed  that  Francis  W. 
HiU  received  131  votes,  and  George  S.  Hill  211,  while  in  fact  the 
Exeter  votes  were  cast  for  Francis  W,  and  George  S.,  and  not  a 
single  vote  in  either  town  being  cast  for  either  "F.  W,"  or  "  G^.  S"  Hill, 
thus  showing  that  on  the  vote  actually  cast  George  S.  Hill  had  a 
decided  plurality.  Yet  the  Grovemor  and  Coimcil  refused  correction 
under  the  law  of  eighteen  hundred  and  seventj-seven,  by  allowing 
proof  that  the  votes  were  in  fact  cast  for  George  S.  Hill,  and  that 
G.  S.  and  George  S.  Hill  were  one  and  the  same  person,  and 
decided  that  there  were  four  different  persons  voted  for,  and  issued 
a  certificate  to  a  m^iihical  ^^F,  W.  HiU"  for  whom  not  one  man  in 
the  whole  district  had  voted. 

The  Improper  Use  and  Expenditure  of  Public  Moneys  under 
THE  Control  of  the  Governor  and  Council. 

Your  Committee  fiave  explored  this  subject  so  far  as  to  disclose 
great  irregularities  and  misuses  of  public  moneys.  The  accounts  of 
the  several  members  of  the  Executive  Council  which  are  submitted 
and  make  part  of  the  testimony,  show  that  the  members  lost  no 
opportunity  of  making  charges  against  the  State  and  drawing  pay 
from  the  public  treasury. 

Attention  is  especially  called  to  the  extra  charges  made  for  work 
as  members  of  the  "  Election  Committee,"  while  the  work  of  tabu- 
lation and  preparation  was  being  done,  which  resulted  in  the  "  count- 
ing out."  In  some  cases  the  extra  charges,  as  in  the  accounts  of 
Mr.  Fogg  and  Mr.  Brown,  amount  to  considerable  sums  of  money, 
and  these  payments  were  in  addition  to  the  regular  per  diem  pay, 
which  was  received  for  the  same  time. 

The  charges  of  this  kind  show  that  the  tabulation  and  preparation 
of  the  returns  cost  the  State  about  eight  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 
K  any  part  of  the  five  hundred  dollars  paid  Mark  Harden  for  his 
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extra  services  in  addition  to  his  salary,  was  earned  for  this  service, 
tbe  expense  would  be  greater  than  the  sum  named.  Ordinarily  the 
extra  expense  of  tabulation  has  been  less  than  one  hundred  dollars. 
Ne  doubt  the  extraordinary  work  performed  by  the  Council  in  con- 
nection with  the  returns  was  onerous  and  wearing,  but  it  is  question- 
able whether  the  people  who  ftimish  the  money  will  be  gratified  to 
find  that  so  much  of  it  was  spent  to  accomplish  such  a  result. 

The  Appropriations. 

Tour  Conmiittee  have  examined  into  the  condition  of  the  various 
appropriations  made  for  the  j-ear  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine, 
for  specific  purposes,  and  find  that  they  have  generally  been  stripped 
and  exhausted.  The  course  of  business  followed  appears  to  be 
that  an  account  is  kept  with  each  appropriation,  and  that  every  sum 
drawn  against  it  by  warrant  of  the  Governor  and  Council  is  charged 
to  the  appropriation,  and  the  account  is.  kept  on  the  ledger  in  the 
Secretary  of  State's  oflice,  so  that  a  glance  at  each  account  may 
show  at  any  time  the  condition  of  the  appropriation. 

When  an  account  or  claim  by  any  oflScer  or  employ^  or  contractor 
of  the  government,  or  by  any  outside  party  is  presented,  it  goes  to 
the  Grovemor  and  Council  and  is  referred  to  its  proper  committee, 
which  usually  reports,  if  favorably,  advising  the  Governor  to  draw 
his  warrant  on  the  State  Treasurer  for  the  sum  allowed,  and  that 
the  sum  be  charged  to  the  proper  appropriation,  which  is  named  in 
the  "  Report,"  and  the  object  is  stated  for  which  the  money  is  to  be 
applied. 

This  **  Report"  is  approved  by  the  Governor,  and  then  a  warrant 
is  drawn  by  him  on  the  State  Treasurer,  who,  on  presentation,  pays 
it  and  keeps  the  warrant  of  the  Governor  as  his  voucher. 

The  original  account  or  claim,  upon  which  the  Governor  and 
Council  have  acted,  remains  with  them,  and  should  be  found,  as  has 
been  the  practice  for  years,  accompanying  the  "  Report."  In  most 
cases  thej  are  so  found. 

The  rule  also  is,  as  it  should  be,  that  the  "  Report"  which  allows 
a  bill  or  claim  provides  that  it  be  paid  out  of  the  appropriation 
covering  the  subject  matter  of  the  bill  or  claim. 

The  printing  should  be  paid  for  from  the  appropriation  for  that 
purpose,  as  should  be  the  binding.  The  appropriations  for  the 
different  branches  and  needs  of  the  Government  should  never  be 
touched  for  other  purposes.    Otherwise  the  legislative  scrutiny  and 
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restraint  over  the  stuns  to  be  expended  for  such  particular  objects  go 
for  nothing,  and  the  door  is  thrown  wide  open  to  the  improper  and 
fraudulent  use  of  public  money. 

Your  Committee  find  that  this  rule  has  been  repeatedly  violated  by 
the  Governor  and  Council  for  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy- 
nine.  In  many  cases  where  money  was  needed  for  a  particular  pur- 
pose, and  the  appropriation  for  that  purpose  was  found  to  be  ex- 
hausted, the  chaige  was  made  against  some  appropriation  in  no  re- 
spect related  to  the  subject  matter  of  the  claim  allowed,  and  the 
money  taken  j&om  it  on  the  warrant  of  the  Governor  and  Council. 

In  the  space  within  which  this  report  must  be  confined  we  cannot 
give  the  details  as  to  the  extent  to  which  the  late  Governor  and 
ConncU  carried  this  practice  of  using  pubUc  moneys  for  purposes 
other  than  those  for  which  they  were  appropriated  by  the  Legislature. 

The  ''Free  High  Schoor'  appropriation  seems  to  have  been  a 
favorite  ftmd  upon  which  to  draw  whenever  the  Governor  and 
Council  wanted  more  money. 

We  have  had  copies  of  this  appropriation  and  the  account  kept 
with  it  taken,  and  submit  them  as  a  part  of  the  testimony  and  call 
attention  to  them. 

Of  the  appropriation  for  ''Free  High  Schools,"  fifbeen  thousand 
four  hundred  seventy-four  dollars  and  ninety-seven  cents  were  drawn 
and  expended  for  legitimate  purposes,  while  eight  thousand  seven 
hundred  three  dollars  and  twenty-three  cents  were  drawn  and  used 
for  purposes  entirely  alien  to  the  nature  of  the  fund,  the  largest  item 
being  the  four  thousand  dollars  drawn  by  warrant  of  the  Governor 
and  paid  to  him  on  December  thirty-first,  eighteen  hundred  and 
seventy-nine.  Other  appropriations  were  overdrawn,  no  attention 
being  paid  to  the  limitation  fixed  by  Legislature.  These  are  shown 
by  the  "accounts"  which  are  submitted  as  a  part  of  the  testimony. 

Special  attention  is  caUed  to  the  appropriation  for  printing,  which 
has  been  overdrawn  one  thousand  one  hundred  twelve  dollars  and 
forty-eight  cents,  and  to  the  fact  that  in  the  account  of  Pillsbury  & 
Co.,  the  State  printers,  and  the  papers  filed  by  them  as  their  vouch- 
ers for  moneys  drawn  from  the  treasury,  no  voucher  or  account  is 
found  for  the  payment  of  one  thousand  dollars  oa  October  seventh, 
eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine.  It  is  claimed  that  demands  for 
printing  yet  remain  unsettled,  but  this  apparent  over-payment  of 
public  money  should  be  closely  looked  into,  and  proper  vouchers 
should  be  insisted  upon  whenever  settlement  is  made. 
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The  Mon£T8  bbawk  bt  Got.  Garcelok  dubing  the  last  Two 

Weeks  of  his  ApimasTRATioN. 

These  amouBt  to  six  thousand  dollars.  They  were  drawn  in  the 
usual  manner,  on  reports  of  a  conunittee  of  the  Council  approved 
by  the  Grovemor,  and  were  as  follows : 

December  twenty-fourth,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  one 
thousand  dollars  for  protection  of  public  property;  on  appropria- 
tion for  military  purposes. 

December  thirty-first,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  one 
Hiousand  dollars  for  counsel  fees  and  professional  service  for  the 
State ;  on  the  contingent  tand  of  the  Governor  and  Council. 

December  thirty-first,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  four 
thousand  dollars  for  expense  incurred  for  police  services ;  on  the 
appropriation  for  Free  High  Schools. 

In  neither  case  does  any  receipt,  account  or  voucher  appear  with 
the  report,  or  among  any  papers  of  the  Governor  and  Council. 

The  money  was  drawn  in  advance  of  its  use,  with  no  accompany- 
ing statement  as  to  how  it  was  to  be  used,  taken  from  fhnds  appro- 
priated for  other  specific  purposes,  and  expended,  if  at  all,  without 
any  warrant  of  law. 

We  call  special  attention  on  this  point  to  the  statement  of  Gov- 
ernor Garcelon,  which  is  found  in  fuU  in  the  printed  testimon}^,  and 
which  contains  the  narration  of  the  facts  and  circumstances  sur- 
rounding this  remarkable  transaction  as  viewed  from  the  Governor's 
standpoint. 

The  sum  and  substance  of  that  statement  is,  that  the  money  was 
drawn  and  used  for  payment  of  the  force  which  Governor  Garcelon 
placed  in  and  about  the  State  House  during  the  last  month  of  his 
administration,  and  in  many  cases  running  forward  into  what  is  com- 
monly called  the  "  Lamson,  or  ''  Smith"  or  "  Fusion"  government. 

It  is  not  claimed  that  any  warrant  of  law  existed  for  the  payment 
of  a  dollar  of  this  money  after  Governor  Garcelon,  on  Wednesday, 
January  seventh,  went  out  of  ofilce. 

The  Governor  himself  does  not  claim  that  any  such  payment  by 
him  was  authorized  by  law,  and  yet,  as  he  admits,  he  has  as  late  as 
February  twentieth  paid  money  out  in  considerable  sums  to  persons 
presenting  claims  to  him,  exactly  as  though  the  fhnds  of  the  State  in 
his  hands  were  subject  only  to  his  own  discretion  in  their  use.  It 
was  in  testimony  before  the  Committee  that  frt)m  the  eighteenth  day 
of  November  to  the  time  of  the  convening  of  the  Legislature,  a  force 
was  gathered  in  the  State  House  which  was  gradually  augmented  in 
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numbers  by  the  addition  of  new  recruits  untQ  the  roll  numbered 
over  one  hundred  men.  In  the  first  instance  the  number  was  not 
large,  but  as  the  time  for  the  session  of  the  Legislature  drew  close 
at  hand,  when  the  fruits  of  this  conspiracy  were  to  be  realized  in  the 
election  of  a  Governor  and  other  State  officers,  this  body  of  men 
was  rapidly  increased  and  guns  and  fixed  ammunition  were  provided 
to  meet  any  resistance  which  should  be  offered  to  this  usurpation  of 
the  rights  of  those  lawfully  elected  by  the  people.  These  men  were 
distributed  in  and  about  the  State  House,  under  the  general  super- 
vision of  the  Superintendent  and  Captain  R.  W.  Black,  a  Demo- 
cratic lawyer  of  Augusta. 

It  appeared  that  these  men  were  recruited  from  different  cities  in 
the  State  ;  that  most  of  them  were  irresponsible,  and  that  some  of 
them  were  graduates  of  jails  and  the  State  prison,  and  of  this  last 
number  was  one  man  whom  Governor  Garcelon  acknowledged  that 
he  pardoned  during  the  past  year.  It  further  appeared  from  the 
testimony  of  the  Superintendent  that  after  the  arms  and  ammunition 
were  brought  from  Bangor,  these  men  were  drilled  in  their  use  until 
he  expostulated  against  the  proceeding.  It  also  appeared  from  his 
testimony,  that  he  caused  the  guns  borne  by  our  soldiers  in  the  war, 
to  be  loaded  with  powder  and  cut  lead  and  kept  in  a  room  convenient 
to  the  rotunda,  where  they  could  be  used  upon  the  citizens  of  this 
State  in  case  of  an  emergency.  The  men  were  supplied  with  police 
badges  and  clubs  at  the  expense  of  the  State.  A  roll  of  these  men 
and  a  list  of  those  of  their  number  who  had  served  sentences  in  the 
public  jails  and  in  the  State  prison  will  be  found  in  the  testimony 
taken  before  the  Committee.  No  proper  excuse  or  justification  and 
no  warrant  of  law  is  found  for  the  employment  of  this  extraordinary- 
body  of  men.  The  Legislature  of  last  year  in  the  interest  of  econ- 
omy provided  for  only  two  night  watchmen  to  protect  the  State 
House,  and  the  Superintendent  had  no  authority  to  employ  a  larger 
number.  The  men  did  not  form  any  part  of  the  police  of  the  city 
of  Augusta.  Even  in  case  of  threatened  insurrection  the  Governor 
is  restricted  to  the  employment  of  the  militia  if  he  requires  more 
than  the  police  of  the  city,  in  order  to  preserve  public  order  and 
tranquility ;  but  in  no  case  is  he  authorized  to  employ  a  body  of 
reckless  men,  subject  to  no  discipline  and  responsible  to  no  com- 
manding officer,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  State ;  in 
whose  hands  arms  are  placed,  and  to  whose  discretion  or  want  of 
discretion  are  exposed  the  lives  of  citizens  in  times  of  great  public 
agitation  and  excitement.    It  was  in  testimony  before  your  Com- 
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ndttee  from  Doctor  Lancaster,  the  Superintendent,  that  it  was  con- 
templated by  some  of  the  Fusion  leaders  at  Augusta  to  raise  the 
money  to  meet  these  extra  expenses  by  private  subscription.  The> 
dif9cQlties  in  the  way  of  paying  this  unauthorized  force  which  be- 
longed to  neither  the  civil  nor  military  departments,  which  was  with- 
ont  warrant  of  law  and  unnecessary  for  any  legitimate  purposes,  was 
undoabtedly  felt  and  appreciated,  but  according  to  the  testimony  of' 
Governor  Garcelon,  he  solved  the  difficulty  by  brushing  aside  the 
law,  and  not  only  defrayed  these  expenses  from  the  public  treasury, 
but  just  as  his  term  of  office  expired  drew  out  large  sums  of  money,. 
a  part  of  which  he  now  claims  to  have  paid  out,  and  a  part  of  which 
he  admits  he  stUl  holds.  The  receipted  roll  to  be  found  in  the  tes- 
timony, shows  that  the  payment  to  these  men  in  fuU  up  to  January 
sevens,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty,  when  the  term  of  Governor 
Grarcelon  expired,  amounted  to  over  nine  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 
This  money  was  drawn  on  the  warrant  of  the  Grovemor,  and  by  him 
paid  to  Adjutant  General  Leavitt,  and  by  Greneral  Leavitt  paid  to  . 
the  men.  It  will  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  thousand  dollars  paid 
Leavitt  for  this  purpoee  was  not  the  same  money  as  that  paid  to  him  . 
at  another  time  and  for  another  purpose,  and  which  has  since  been 
refunded  by  him  to  the  State  Treasurer. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  Gk>vemor  Garcelon,  on  the  twenty- 
fourth  day  of  December,  drew  one  thousand  dollars,  and  on  the 
thirty-first  day  of  the  same  month  drew  five  thousand  dollars  more ; 
of  tiiis  sum  one  thousand  dollars  was  paid  over  to  Leavitt,  January 
seventh,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty,  for  the  purpose  of  paying 
this  force ;  for  the  balance  of  the  five  thousand  dollars,  Governor 
Grarcelon  received  the  checks  of  the  State  Treasurer,  drawn  on  dif- 
f^^nt  banks,  and  each  payable  to  his  order.    There  is  no  pretence 
that  at  this  time  any  expense,  which  the  Governor  would  be  author- 
ized by  law  to  pay,  had  accrued,  and  was  unprovided  for.    These 
cdiecks  Governor  Garcelon,  in  person,  immediately  presented  for  pay- 
ment, endorsing  them  as  an  individual,  and  received  the  money  for 
them,  and  he  now  admits  that  he  did  not  deposit  it  in  any  bank, 
and  returned  no  accost  of  it  to  any  officer  of  the  State.    When 
called  upon  to  account  for  this  money,  traced  to  his  possession.  Gov- 
ernor Craroelon  produced  before  your  Committee,  receipts  for  money 
paid  to  various  persons,  (including  the  one  thousand  dollars  paid 
Ad}atant  Greneral  Leavitt)  from  December  twenty-sixth,   eighteen 
hundred  and  seventy-nine,  to  February  twentieth,  eighteen  hundred 
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and  eighty,  whidi  amounted  to  the  sum  of  three  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  forty-four  doUars.  This  left  in  his  hands  the  sum  of 
two  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty-six  dollars,  for  which  he  had 
not  accounted ;  of  this  sum  he  claimed  to  have  paid  A.  P.  Gould  for 
counsel  fees,  five  hundred  dollars ;  to  the  members  of  his  Council, 
four  hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars ;  to  special  police,  one  hundred 
and  six  dollars ;  for  sundry  bills  and  extra  expenses,  one  hundred 
dollars ;  and  for  incidentals,  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine  doUars, 
amounting  in  all  to  one  thousand  three  hundred  dollars,  which  left 
in  his  hands  nine  hundred  and  fifty-six  dollars  oi  the  public  moneys, 
which  he  admits  has  never  been  paid  to  any  perscm,  and  has  never 
been  refunded  to  the  State.  An  analysis  of  the  receipts  produced, 
discloses  the  fact  that  if  correct  they  show  that  out  of  the  whole 
three  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-four  dollars  paid  out  by 
Grovemor  Garcelon,  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy-six  dolr 
lars  was  paid  B.  F.  Lancaster,  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings, 
between  the  second  day  of  January  and  the  nineteenth  day  of 
February.  It  was  supposed  by  the  Committee  in  the  first  instance 
that  this  sum  was  paid  to  the  force  about  the  State  House  above 
mentioned,  but  Airther  investigation  disclosed  the  fact  that  this  force 
had  been  paid  in  fiill  up  to  January  eighth.  When  questioned. 
Doctor  Lancaster  could  only  account  for  the  expenditure  of  about 
five  hundred  dollars  of  the  money  received  by  him  from  the  Governor, 
leaving  about  fifteen  hundred  dollars  with  no  intelligible  account  of 
where  it  had  gone,  or  to  what  purpose  it  had  been  appropriated. 
Tour  Committee  were  not  impressed  with  the  accuracy  of  these 
receipts.  It  appeared  from  Lancaster's  testimony  that  after  Gov- 
•emor  Grarcelon  had  left  your  Committee  on  Monday  last,  he  sent  for 
Dr.  Lancaster  to  come  to  his  room,  and  that  he.  Dr.  Lancaster,  there 
wrote  out  the  receipt  for  three  hundred  dollars,  bearing  date  February 
twentieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty,  and  also  that  he  wrote  in  ink 
another  receipt  which,  he  said,  had  previously  been  written  with  a 
lead  pencil. 

It  is  clear  that  no  accuracy  can  be  expected  in  such  vouchers.  Dr. 
Lancaster  claims  that  the  rolls,  upon  which  the  names  of  the  men 
were  borne,  are  in  the  hands  of  Governor  Garcelon ;  this  Governor 
Garcelon  denies,  and  claims  that  he  produces  the  receipts  of  Lan- 
caster, and  that  he  is  accountable  for  the  money.  But  it  is  certain 
that  little  reliance  can  be  placed  in  the  evidence  of  payments  of  the 
public  moneys  when  no  bill  has  been  audited  and  no  items  are  given 
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to  be  pTeserred  as  Touchers.  Of  the  money  claimed  to  have  been 
paid  by  GrOTemor  Grarcelon,  a  large  sum  was  paid  after  he  ceased  to 
hold  any  office  in  the  State.  His  term  expired  January  seventh, 
eighteen  hundred  and  eighty.  Instead  ,of  returning  the  moneys  he 
wrongfully  held,  and  accounting  for  what  he  had  used,  he  went  on 
paying  oat  this  money  to  persons  not  in  the  employ  of  the  State, 
with  a  reddess  improvidence  which  would  have  been  the  subject  ot 
censure  had  the  money  been  his  own.  Whoever  went  to  him  with  a 
daim,  whether  it  was  legal  or  otherwise,  received  pay.  One  instance 
win  be  sufficient.  In  the  early  part  of  his  administration,  members 
of  his  Council  received  double  mileage.  This  as  a  matter  of  form 
they  pidd  back— or  what  they  claimed  to  be  the  same  thing — did  not 
take  tiieir  mileage  for  the  next  session.  The  matter  rested  until  the 
dose  or  near  the  dose  of  the  administration  of  Governor  Gareelon, 
when  the  ooundUcnrs  applied  to  him  for  re-payment  and  he  complied 
with  their  request  and  paid  them.  The  amount  of  the  sum  so  paid, 
induding  the  double  mileage  and  some  other  bills,  was  four  hundred 
and  sixty-five  doUars.  January  sixteenth,  eight  days  after  Governor 
Garcelon's  term  of  office  expired,  he  paid  G.  W.  French  one  hundred 
dollars  fSor  staff  duty.  Another  sum  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-nine 
dollars  is  chained  for  sundry  bills.  For  aU  these  payments  there  are 
no  vouchers,  and  no  man  can  say  that  they  are  c(Mrrectly  made.  Nor 
is  the  account  of  Dr.  Lancaster  without  its  peculiarities.  He  admits 
that  he  has  sold  one  carpet  belonging  to  the  State,  for  which  he  has 
not  as  yet  accounted,  and  your  Committee  have  taken  testimony 
showing  that  he  procured  a  carpet  for  the  library,  and  purchased 
too  nmch  by  about  thirty-three  yards  for  the  purpose.  This  surplus 
he  cut  off  and  sold,  and  has  not  yet  rendered  an  account  for  the 
amount  received.  No  mention  is  found  of  the  fact  of  such  sale,  in 
any  public  record  connected  with  any  department  of  State.  Dr.  Lan- 
caster says  he  has  not  settled  his  account  with  the  State,  and  intends 
to  account  for  the  money  received  by  him.  But  "the  transaction  is 
one  whidi  should  not  be  sanctioned.  Great  abuse  is  liable  to  creep 
in,  if  the  Superintendent  can  buy  new  carpets  and  sell  the  surplus 
without  any  official  action  authorizing  ium  so  to  do,  and  without 
making  an  account  for  the  money  he  receives.  Dr.  Lancaster  also 
admitB  that  he  paid  some  of  the  so-called  pdice  five  dollars  for 
twenty^-four  hours'  service.  This  seems  to  your  Committee  to  be 
rather  extravagant,  considering  the  character  of  the  men  employed, 
especially  when  the  law  restricts  watchmen  in  his  department  to 
two  persons,  and  defines  their  compensation. 
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It  is  clear  to  the  Committee  that  the  public  ftinds  to  a  yeiy  large 
amount  have  been  unlawfully  drawn  from  the  State  Treasury,  and 
have  been  misapplied.  A  considerable  sum  of  the  money  is  still 
retained,  in  open  violation  of  the  statutes  of  this  State.  K  any 
official,  upon  leaving  office,  and  after  the  expiration  of  his  term  can, 
upon  any  pretext  whatever,  take  from  the  treasury  frmds  belonging 
to  the  State  and  disburse  them  at  pleasure  to  parties  claiming  to 
have  demands  against  the  State,  then  there  is  no  longer  any  safety 
for  the  public  moneys,  but  they  can  be  plundered  and  squandered 
without  any  limit,  and  we  may  well  be  ffiled  with  apprehensions, 
when  we  see  a  transaction  like  this  where,  if  there  was  no  actual 
criminal  intent,  there  is  such  a  reckless  disregard  of  consequences 
and  of  law  as  to  amount  to  a  crime  f^ainst  the  people  whose  trust 
and  confidence  have  been  violated  and  abused.  It  is  difficult  to  be- 
lieve that  Governor  Garcelon  did  not  know  the  danger  and  wicked- 
ness of  such  a  proceeding.  He  and  his  Council  must  have  known 
that  such  acts  were  in  violation  of  law  and  in  contravention  of  com- 
mon prudence  and  honesty,  and  the  desperation  with  which  this 
scheme  to  perpetuate  their  own  power  has  been  pursued,  may  arise 
from  the  vain  hope  that  they  might  be  able  to  hide  tcom  the  eyes  of 
the  people,  these  irregularities  which  only  require  to  be  exposed  in 
order  to  be  condemned.  Your  Committee  recommend  that  the  at- 
tention of  the  Attorney  Gr^neral  be  called  to  the  large  amounts  now 
in  the  hands  of  either  Grovemor  Garcelon  or  Dr.  Lancaster,  and  to 
the  amounts  drawn  by  E.  F.  PiQsbury  &  Co.,  for  which  there  appear 
to  be  no  vouchers ;  and  that  such  proceedings  be  instituted  as  will 
protect  the  interests  of  the  State  and  vindicate  the  demands  of 
public  justice. 

POSmOK  OF  THE  GOTERNOB  AMD  COUNCIL  IN  IHE  iNTESnOATIOM. 

On  March  fourth,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty,  the  Clerk  of  the 
Committee,  George  D.  Bisbee,  Esq.,  who  has  been  most  faithfiil  and 
efficient  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  acting  under  the  unanimous 
vote  of  the  Committee,  addressed  the  following  letter  of  notification 
to  Governor  Garcelon  and  each  member  of  his  Council,  with  the 
exception  of  Mr.  Moody,  who  had  already  appeared  and  testified 
before  the  Committee,  and  Mr.  Parker  of  Aroostook  county,  to  whom 
a  telegraphic  note  to  the  same  effect  was  sent : 
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Augusta,  March  4, 1880. 

Sib  : — ^I  am  directed  by  unanimous  vote  of  the  Committee  on  Investi- 
gation into  Election  Returns  and  Expenditure  and  Appropriation  of 
Public  Moneys,  to  inform  you  that  the  Committee  has  investifi^ated  into 
and  taken  testimony  upon  the  subject  matter  committed  to  it  by  the 
Legislature,  including  the  acts  of  the  /Gtoyemor  and  Council  upon  said 
election  returns,  and  the  appropriation  of  public  moneys  under  their  con- 
trol, and  that  an  opportunity  will  be  offered  for  you  to  appear  before  said 
Committee,  on  Monday,  the  eighth  day  of  March,  at  the  Capitol  in  Augusta, 
to  testify  and  malEC  explanation  upon  the  matter  before  said  Committee. 
Parlies  appearing  before  the  Committee  will  be  allowed  the  usual  fees 
for  travel  and  attendance. 

Very  respectfhUy  yours, 

GEOBQE  D.  BISBEE, 

Clerk  of  CammiUee, 

No  one  of  the  ex-members  of  the  CouncU  so  notified  has  seen  fit 
to  appear  before  your  Committee  in  response  to  such  notice.  Mr. 
Foster,  who  is  absent  in  a  distant  State,  has  responded  in  a  courteous 
letter,  regretting  his  inability  to  be  present,  as  he  is  so  far  away. 
Mr.  F<^g  has  replied  in  a  long  letter,  which  goes  into  the  testimony, 
and  which  has  already  been  published  in  some  of  the  State  news- 
papers. Goyemor  Garcelon  has  appeared  and  given  extended 
testimony,  which  is  herewith  submitted. 

The  weight  of  all  the  testimony  rests  so  heavily  upon  these 
members  of  Governor  Garcelon's  Council,  who  have  refused  to  come 
forward  as  they  have  ample  opportunity  of  doing,  to  explain  or  deny 
the  facts  which  the  testimony  leaves  at  their  doors,  that  your  Com- 
mittee, bearing  in  mind  the  well  known  rule  that  no  witness,  if 
forced  to  appear,  can  be  compelled  to  testify  to  facts  involving  him 
in  a  crime,  have  concluded  to  leave  these  men  where  the  testimony 
leaves  them,  exercising  the  privilege,  invoked  by  criminals  for  ages 
past,  of  not  testifying  against  themselves.  Their  names  and  resi- 
dences are  as  follows :  Charles  H.  Chase,  Portland ;  Frank  M.  Fogg, 
Lewiston ;  Simon  S.  Brown,  Fairfield ;  Halsey  H.  Monroe,  Thomas- 
ton  ;  Frederick  G.  Parker,  Presque  Isle. 

Governor  Garcelon. 

Hon.  Alonzo  Garcelon,  whose  term* of  office  as  Governor  was  made 

notorious  by  the  events  into  which  your  Committee  have  been 

examining,  came  forward  when  called,  and  his  testimony  which  we 

submit  is  long  and  cannot  fail  to  be  read  with  deep  interest.     It  is 
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but  just  to  say  that,  while  before  your  Committee,  Governor  Garcelon 
always  declared  himself  willing  to  disclose  everything  that  he  knew 
relating  to  the  investigation.  His  memory  at  times  was  infirm,  and 
when  he  was  confronted  with  acts  on  Ms  part  for  whidi  he  had  no 
warrant  of  law  he  repeatedly  failed  to  give  any  satisfactory  reason 
for  his  course.  He  is  shown  clearly  to  have  become  committed  to 
a  course  beset  with  infractions  and  bold  violation  of  the  law,  and  to 
have  shrunk  at  nothing  in  pursuing  that  course,  and  he  had  at  many 
times  the  opportunity  given  him,  which  he  always  perversely  disre- 
garded, to  halt  in  his  course,  and  by  following  a  path  plainly  marked 
out  for  him  by  the  law,  to  end  all  the  troubles,  and  give  peace  to  the 
State.  He  was  in  many  cases  besought  by  Senators  and  Represen- 
tatives, who  had  been  legally  elected,  to  hear  their  cases,  and  to  de- 
cide upon  them  according  to  the  law  and  the  constitution.  In  all 
these  cases  he  turned  a  deaf  ear,  and  persisted  in  issuing  certificates 
of  election  to  persons  who  had  been  plainly  rejected  by  the  people. 

When  an  indignant,  but  yet  law-abiding  people,  expressed  their 
determination  to  see  that  every  legal  and  peaceful  method  known  in 
our  government  should  be  resorted  to  in  order  to  prevent  the  viola- 
tion of  popular  rights.  Governor  Garcelon  instead  of  respecting  this 
firm  attitude,  took  such  a  course  as  to  all  the  more  arouse  and  inflame 
public  discontent.  He  brought  arms  to  the  Capitol  from  a  distant  city, 
where  they  had  been  kept  safely  for  years ;  he  f[lled  the  State  Capitol 
with  a  force  of  irresponsible  men,  whom  he  put  under  irresponsible 
leaders,  and  he  so  exercised  his  authority,  that  these  men  were 
allowed  to  arm  themselves  in  readiness  for  an  assault  upon  the  cit- 
izens of  the  State  who  are  wont  to  assemble  in  its  Capitol  when  the 
time  for  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Legislature  is  at  hand.  He 
claims  that  all  this  was  done  under  the  apprehension  that  his  posses- 
sion of  his  ofiice  and  his  custody  of  the  property  and  archives  of 
the  State  were  threatened. 

Your  Committee  fail  to  see  that  any  such  danger  was  imminent,  or 
that  there  was  any  warrantor  justification  for  such  a  display  of  force 
as  Governor  Garcelon  resorted  to,  or  for  the  large  expenditure  of 
the  public  moneys  that  resulted  from  his  rash  and  ill-timed  act. 

In  accord  with  tWs  spirit  of  perversity  was  the  refusal  to  accept 
the  first  opinion  of  the  Justices*of  the  Supreme  Court  as  a  settlement 
of  the  grave  questions  which  had  arisen.  So  far  as  we  can  judge 
from  Governor  Garcelon's  testimony,  he  looked  upon  the  ^^opinioa" 
of  the  Justices  as  being  of  no  moment  whatever,  except  in  any  such 
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part  of  it  as  might  agree  with  and  sustain  liis  own  preconceived 
notion. 

Certainly  he  so  acted,  and  he  thereby  ran  the  awfhl  risk  of  turn- 
ing tbe  State  over  to  the  formless  rule  of  anarchy. 

It  19  due,  not  to  him  in  the  least,  but  to  the  forbearance  and  self 
constraint  of  the  people  of  the  State,  that  the  peaceM  processes  of 
law  were  waited  for,  and  that  these  processes  were  permitted  to 
woiiE  out  the  people's  relief. 

To  what  extent  Governor  Garoelon  participated  in  or  sympathized 
with  the  wanton  transgression  of  law  which  the  treatment  of  the 
Section  returns  shows  in  dozens  of  cases,  it  is  not  easy  for  us  to  de- 
cide. His  opportunities  were  constant,  and  he  fails  to  show  a  single 
case  where  he  successfully  interposed  to  prevent  the  wrong. 

Taking  his  own  story,  as  found  in  the  testimony,  he  accepted  the 
results  of  the  work  of  his  Council  without  scrutiny,  although  the 
most  cursory  examination  of  that  work  would  have  brought  him  face 
to  face  with  the  frauds  which  had  been  committed. 

As  the  responsibility  rested  finally  with  him,  and  all  the  certificates 
of  election  were  issued  by  his  direction,  he  cannot  escape  a  large 
share  of  the  burden  which  rests  and  must  for  years  rest  upon  all  the 
inen  who  were  engaged  in  the  attempt  to  overturn  the  result  of  a 
p(^Qlar  election  and  to  seize  upon  the  Grovemment  of  the  State. 

Bnt  Governor  Garcelon  has  in  all  places,  both  public  and  private 
where  he  has  been  found  since  the  election,  asseverated  hot  only  his 
own  innocence,  but  the  l^ality  and  fairness  of  the  work  of  his  Coun- 
cO.  He  has  made  that  work  a  subject  of  boastfhl  comment  up  to  a 
tune  wit^iin  the  last  month.  But  he  plainly  left  your  Committee  in 
another  noood.  When  he  was  confix)nted  with  the  returns,  and  the 
tabulations,  and  the  final  lists,  and  when  the  suppressions  and 
erasures  and  forgeries  were  brought  to  his  notice,  and  when  he  was 
shown  case  after  case  where  the  rules  of  law,  which  he  had  vaunt- 
ingiy  asserted  to  have  been  his  guide,  had  been  applied  in  one  way 
when  they  would  count  in  a  member  of  his  own  party,  and  in  the 
opposite  way  when  they  would  count  out  a  Republican,  he  made  no 
fbrther  defence  or  excuse  for,  or  denial  of,  the  wrong  done,  but  leav- 
ing it  with  the  Council  which  had  turned  the  final  ^^  lists"  over  to 
him,  he  passionately  asserted  his  own  innocence,  and  declared  that 
a  ''Judas"  among  the  number  had  done  the  villainy. 
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Conclusions. 

Your  Committee  present  to  the  Legislature  all  the  testimony 
which  has  been  taken  up  to  the  present  time,  and  ask  that  it  may  be 
printed,  as  well  as  this  report. 

This  testimony  in  the  judgment  of  your  Committee,  justifies  the 
following  conclusions : — 

The  returns  from  tiie  cities,  towns  and  plantations  in  the  State 
were,  contrary  to  usage,  kept  by  the  Governor  and  Council  from 
all  inspection  or  scrutiny  by  candidates,  their  counsel  or  any  parties 
legitimately  interested  in  them. 

During  such  time  as  the  returns  were  so  kept,  many  alterations, 
erasures  and  forgeries  were  made  upon  them,  for  the  purpose  of 
changing  the  result ;  and  in  all  cases  which  have  been  discovered, 
such  improper  treatment  of  the  returns  resulted  against  Republican 
candidates,  and  in  favor  of  the  Fusion  candidates. 

During  the  same  time,  from  information  which  must  in  nearly  all 
cases  have  come  from  the  officials  who  were  examining  and  tabulat- 
ing the  returns,  or  who  had  tlie  custody  of  them,  defects  in  Fusion 
towns  were  being  cured  by  substituting  new  and  correct  returns  or 
by  affidavits  taken  ex-parte  for  the  purpose  of  curing  such  defects. 
In  addition  to  this,  and  by  reason  of  information  furnished  in  the 
manner  stated,  affidavits  were  being  taken  and  cases  were  gotten  up 
for  the  purpose  of  throwing  out  Republican  towns. 

In  all  cases  affected  by  such  causes  the  results  invariably  counted 
out  Republican  candidates  and  counted  in  Fusion  candidates,  and 
this  to  the  extent  that  the  majority  in  each  House  of  the  Legislature 
was  illegally  changed  from  the  Republican  side  to  the  Fusion  side. 

In  reaching  this  result  the  Governor  and  Council  refhsed  to  allow 
Republican  errors  in  the  returns  to  be  corrected  by  the  records, 
although  such  correction  was  offered  repeatedly  by  Republican  can- 
didates or  their  counsel. 

The  different  rules  of  law  laid  down  by  the  Governor  and  Council 
as  their  guide  in  tabulating  the  returns,  and  in  certificating  from 
such  tabulations,  were  applied  in  different  ways,  as  they  were 
enforced  where  they  would  throw  out  a  Republican  candidate  but 
not  enforced  where  they  would  throw  out  a  Fusion  candidate. 

Many  of  these  rules  were  contrary  to  law,  and  must  have  been 
made  solely  for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  Fusion  quorum  in  each 
branch  of  the  Legislature. 
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The  ]]legal  and  fraudulent  acts  before  referred  to  were  a  part  of  a 
premeditated  plan,  and  the  conspiracy,  the  object  of  which  was  to 
secure  a  quorum  of  Fusion  members  in  each  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, embraced  the  members  of  the  Executive  Council,  and  the  Gov- 
ernor of  the  State  must  have  been,  in  some  degree,  in  complicity 
with  them. 

Botii  Grovemor  and  Council  must  then  be  held  accountable  for  the 
fraudulent  practices  under  which  the  election  returns  were  changed 
so  that  the  will  of  the  people  was  set  aside  and  illegal  certificates 
issued  to  Senators  and  Representatives  in  sufficient  numbers  to 
diange  the  political  complexion  of  both  branches  of  the  Legislature. 

MlSAPPBOFBIATIOira  OF  THE  PdBLIO  MoMETS. 

Tour  Committee  conclude : 

That  the  different  appropriations  by  the  Legislature  have  been 
diverted  from  their  legitimate  purposes,  and  in  many  cases  have  been 
overdrawn  and  exhausted. 

That  the  public  funds  have  been  withdrawn  frt)m  the  treasury  of 
tiie  State  by  Governor  Garcelon  and  his  Council  without  warrant  of 
law,  and  have  been  applied  to  unauthorized  uses,  and  for  unlawM 
purposes. 

That  a  lai^  sum  of  money  belonging  to  the  State  remains  in  the 
hands  of  Governor  Garcelon  and  other  officials  of  last  year,  which 
should  be  recovered  and  put  back  into  the  treasury. 

That  the  recklessness  of  management,  disclosed  in  the  transactions 
of  the  past  year,  tends  to  destroy  public  confidence,  undermine  the 
public  credit,  and  introduce  practices  which,  if  unrebuked,  will  prove 
fatal  to  the  future  progress  and  prosperity  of  the  State. 

ANDREW  HAWES,    )  On  the  part  of 
AUSTIN  HARRIS,      J    ike  SeruUe. 

EUGENE  HALE,     ^ 

A.  A.  STROUT,  On  the  part  of 

CHAS.  V.  LORD,     5^    the  House  of 


C.  C.  SPRINGER, 
SILAS  W.  COOK, 

To  the  Senate 

and  HotLse  of  JRepresentatives 

of  the  State  of  Maine. 


Bepresentatives. 


In  House  of  Representatiyb 
March  18, 1880. 

Presented  and  read  by  Mr.  Hale  for  the  Majority  of  the  Comn 
and  accepted  on  motion  of  Mr.  Young  of  Brunswick,  and  the  Mi 
Report  ordered  to  be  Incorporated. 

Sent  up  for  concurrence. 

ORAMANDAL  SMITH,  CI 


In  Senate,  March  18, 1) 

Report  accepted  in  concurrence,  and  the  Minority  Report  ordered 

incorporated. 

C.  W.  TILDEN,  Swret 
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MINORITY  REPORT. 


House  of  REPRssEMTATiyES,         ) 

March  18,  1880.  J 

The  undersigned,  a  minority  of  the  Committee  of  Investigation, 
appointed  by  virtue  of  an  order  of  the  House,  dated  February  fifth, 
eighteen  hundred  and  eighty,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following 
brief  minority  report : 

Silence  on  the  part  of  the  undersigned  would  be  construed  as  an 
assent  to  all  the  positions  and  conclusions  of  the  majority  report, 
as  wdl  as  to  the  statement  of  facts. 

The  undersigned  are  unwilling  and  unable  to  give  their  assent  to 
aU  of  the  ar^guments  and  conclusions  of  such  majority  report,  though 
they  cannot  deny  that  the  recital  of  facts  in  the  report  is  substantially 
in  accordance  with  the  evidence.  Mr.  Moody  of  the  Council  of 
Governor  Garoelon,  was  before  the  Committee,  but  he  failed  to 
explain  the  irregularities  which  had  been  proved. 

Governor  Garcelon  also  testified  at  a  later  period  in  the  investiga- 
tion, that  he  had  no  previous  knowledge  of  much  which  has  been 
shown  by  the  testimony  to  need  explanation. 

A  letter,  courteous  in  its  language,  was  addressed  by  the  Clerk  of 
the  Committee,  to  each  of  the  other  members  of  Governor  Garcelon's 
Council,  saying  that  an  opportunity  would  be  granted  them  to  appear 
and  testify. 

The  undersigned  regret  that  the  members  of  the  Council  have 
not  seen  fit  to  appear  and  explain  the  irregularities  which  seem  to 
exist. 

The  evidence  being  uncontradicted,  the  undersigned  cannot  make 
a  denial  of  the  facts  proved  by  it,  and  can  only  withhold  their  assent 
to  the  conclusions  arrived  at  by  the  majority  of  the  Committee. 

HENEY  INGALLS, 
GEO.  F.  HILL. 


Ik  House  op  Representatives,  \ 
March  18, 1880.  j 

Submitted  by  Mr.  Ingalls,  for  the  Minority  of  the  Committee,  and 

ordered  to  be  Incorporated  ivith  the  Majority  Report. 

ORAMANDAL  SMITH,  Clerk. 


In  Senate.  March  18, 1880. 
Read  in  concurrence. 

C.  W.  TILDEN,  Secretary, 


r 


STATE  OF  MAINE. 


RMolve  oonoeming  the  printing  of  the  report  and  teitimony  of  the  Joint  Seleot  Oom- 
mitiee  to  inrestigate  alleged  irregnlaritiee  and  ohangea  of  election  retucni,  and  the 
illegal  expenditaree  of  pnhlio  moneys. 

Sesolved^  The  Senate  concuning,  that  twenty-five  hundred  copies  of  the 
report  of  the  majority  and  minority  of  the  Joint  select  committee  of  inves- 
tigation  into  alleged  irregularities  and  changes  in  the  election  returns, 
and  the  illegal  uses  and  expenditures  of  puhlic  moneys  under  the  control 
of  the  governor  and  council,  together  with  the  testimony  accompanying, 
be  printed,  of  which  number  fifteen  hundred  copies  shall  be  for  the  use  of 
the  house  of  representatives,  five  hundred  copies  for  the  use  of  the  senate, 
two  hundred  for  the  use  of  the  governor  and  council,  and  three  hundred  for 
the  use  of  the  committee  which  has  conducted  the  investigation ;  and  five 
thousand  copies  of  the  report  alone  shall  fhrther  be  printed,  three  thou- 
sand for  the  use  of  the  house,  one  thousand  for  the  use  of  the  senate,  five 
hundred  for  the  use  of  the  governor  and  council,  and  five  hundred  for  the 
use  of  said  committee ;  and  the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars  is  hereby 
appropriated  for  the  above  purposes. 

(ApproTed  March  19, 1880.) 


Sesolve  concerning  the  Joint  Select  Oommittee  of  Inreatigation  into  alleged  irregn- 
laritiei,  changes,  and  suppression  of  the  election  retams. 

Besolved,  The  Senate  concurring,  that  the  Joint  Select  Oommittee  of 
investigation  into  alleged  irregularities,  changes  and  suppression  of  the 
election  returns  and  into  the  illegal  uses  and  expenditures  of  public 
moneys  under  the  control  of  the  Qovemor  and  Council,  be  and  is  hereby 
authorized  to  sit  after  the  close  of  the  present  session  of  the  Legislature, 
for  the  purposes  of  continuing  the  investigation  committed  to  it,  and  the 
power  to  further  summon  witnesses,  send  for  persons  and  papers,  admin- 
ister oaths  and  to  employ  clerical  and  stenographic  force  is  given  to  said 
committee,  and  they  may  if  the  same  shall  be  deemed  expedient,  make 
report  of  their  fUrther  investigation  to  the  Gk>vemor  and  Council.  The 
sessions  of  the  committee  shall  be  holden  when  practicable  in  Augusta  at 

the  Capitol. 

( Approved  March  19, 1880.) 


EVIDENCE. 


AUGUSTA,  ME., 

TUESDAY,  February  24,  1880,  P.  M. 

George  D.  Bisbee,  8wom  and  examined. 

By  Mb.  HILL: 

Question,  From  whom  did  you  receive  the  returns  ? 

Answer.  I  received  them  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  through  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Milliken,  who  is  an  assistant;  he  personally 
delivered  them  to  me.  Mr.  Milliken  and  myself  took  those  dockets, 
or  tabolations,  and  checked  each  retom  off,  right  through. 

Question.  Have  any  of  them  been  changed  since  they  came  into 
your  possession? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  am  aware  of. 

Question.  You  have  no  knowledge  of  their  condition  when  they 
went  out  of  Sawyer's  or  Grove's  hands? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

By  Mb.  STROUT  : 

Question.  As  clerk  of  this  Committee,  for  the  CcHnmittee,  you 
have  had  the  possession  and  custody  of  all  of  these  papers? 

Answer.  I  have. 

Question.  Have  you  kept  them  in  your  possession? 

Answer.  I  have  kept  them  in  my  possession.  When  I  was  not 
there  they  have  been  in  the  safe,  locked  up. 

Question.  Have  you  a  steel  or  iron  safe? 

Answer.  It  is  steel  or  iron.    I  obtained  it  for  that  purpose. 

Question.  You  received  them  as  derk  of  this  Committee,  as  its 
sworn  officer? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Whether  or  not  these  returns,  (with  Hie  exception  of 
the  identification  or  checking  marks)  and  the  other  papers,  are  in 
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the  same  condition,  without  alteration  or  change,  that  they  were  in 
when  you  received  them  firom  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  of  State? 
Answer.  They  are. 

By  Mr.  HILL : 

Question.  At  what  time  did  you  receive  these  returns  from  Mr. 
Milliken? 

Answer.  I  came  here  Tuesday,  two  weeks  ago  to-day,  and  I 
received  the  returns  from  Mr.  Milliken  either  Wednesday  or  Thurs- 
day following,  I  cannot  say  which ;  I  think  I  received  a  part  of 
them  Wednesday,  but  not  the  whole  till  Thursday. 

QiLestion.  What  position  does  Mr.  Milliken  hold? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  but  he  is  a  derk  in  the  Secretary  of 
State's  office. 

QiLestion.  Under  the  present  administration? 

Answer.  Yes ;  the  Secretary  of  State  went  down  with  me  into  the 
room  under  what  is  termed  the  general  office,  and  directed  Mr. 
Milliken  to  turn  over  the  returns  to  me. 

Question.  Did  you  notice  where  he  took  them  fitjm? 

AnMoer.  Yes ;  as  you  go  down  into  the  lower  room,  on  the  left 
hand  side  there  are  closets  or  cupboards,  and  he  opened  the  door, 
and  they  were  in  the  boxes ;  and  on  the  boxes  were  marked  the 
words  ^^Representatives''  and  ^^ Senators."  Then,  the  County  Offi- 
cers returns  were  not  there.  The  returns  for  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentatives were  in  red  boxes  about  two  feet  long  and  ten  inches  or  a 
foot  wide. 

Question.  Were  the  boxes  or  doors  locked? 

Answer.  The  boxes  were  not  locked;  there  are  hasps  on  the 
boxes.    The  doors  were  locked. 

George  D.  Bisbbe,  recalled. 

By  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Question.  Whether  or  not  this  blank  return  shown  you,  and  the 
envelope,  were  turned  over  to  you  by  the  Secretary  of  State  with  the 
other  returns  from  Washington  county? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  thQ  second  return,  marked  ^^ Exhibit 2" 
was  turned  over  to  me  about  a  week  after,  either  by  Major  Nye  or 
the  Messenger  to  the  Governor,  I  cannot  say  which.  They  both 
brought  several  packages  of  papers  to  me  and  represented  they 
were  found  that  Sunday  night ;  and  this  was  among  one  of  the  pack- 
ages. 
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George  D.  Bisbee,  recalled  March  4, 1880, 

By  Mr.  STROUT: 

Question.  You  are  Clerk  of  this  Committee  ? 

Answer.  I  am. 

Question.  State  from  what  parties  you  received  the  returns  for 
Senators,  Representatives,  Governor  and  County  Officers,  the 
dockets,  tabulations  and  papers  which  have  been  produced  before 
this  Committee  and  examined  by  them  ? 

Answer.  I  received  the  dockets  and  tabulations  firom  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  Mr.  Chadboume.  1  received  the  returns  for  Governor, 
Senators,  and  Representatives  from  him,  through  the  hands  of  his 
clerk,  Mr.  Milliken.  I  received  the  returns  for  County  Officers  from 
the  hands  of  Major  Frank  E.  Nye  of  Augusta.  The  reports  of  the 
Committee  of  the  late  Governor  and  Council  on  Election  Returns, . 
numbered  ''679;'  ''680,"  "68i;'  "702;'  "713,"  and  "ExhibU  Z, 
G.  D.  -B.,  Clerk  of  Committee"  I  received  from  the  hands  of  Major 
Frank  £.  Nye.  All  the  letters,  affidavits,  correspondence,  and  other 
papers  pertaining  to  the  election  or  to  election  returns,  I  received 
from  the  hands  of  Major  Frank  E.  Nye ;  I  except  the  letter  from  the 
Selectmen  of  Fairfield,  which  was  with  the  election  returns. 

Question.  You  have  already  been  asked,  but  I  will  ask  again,  are 
these  papers  in  the  same  condition  that  they  were  in  when  you 
received  them,  with  the  exception  of  marks  of  identification  which 
have  been  placed  upon  them  in  their  use  before  the  Committee  ? 

Answer.  They  are,  so  far  as  I  know ;  and  they  have  not  been  out 
of  my  custody. 

Question.  Have  there  been  any  changes  or  alterations  or  erasures . 
in  any  election  returns  since  they  came  into  your  hands  ? 

Answer.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Question.  Have  you  not  been  in  a  position  to  know  if  there  had 
been  any  changes? 

Answer.  I  have  had  the  entire  control  of  them.  Mr.  Hobbs  as- 
sisted me  a  few  days,  at  work  in  my  presence,  in  an*anging  the 
papers. 

Question.  No  alterations  were  made  by  him  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  any ;  neither  by  myself  nor  any  other  person. . 

George  D.  Bisbee,  recalled  March  17, 1880. 

[Paper  marked  "Exhibit  37,  G.  D.  B.,  Clerk  of  Committee,"  was 
read  to  the  Committee  by  the  witness,  who  made  the  following  state- 
ment :] 


w 


M 
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Mr.  Bisbee  the  Witness  : 

Copies  of  this  letter  were  addressed  to  Governor  Garcelon  and 
each  member  of  his  Executive  Council  respectively,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Mr.  Moody,  and  Dr.  Parker  of  Aroostook  county,  and  mailed 
to  them  Friday  morning,  March  fifth,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty. 
I  also  telegraphed  the  substance  of  the  letter  to  Dr.  Parker.  Mr. 
Moody  had  previously  been  before  the  Committee. 

In  answer  to  my  communication,  I  received  ^^ Exhibit  39,  G.  D.  J5., 
Clerk  of  Committee"  addressed  to  myself  and  signed  by  F.  M.  Fc^g ; 
also  a  letter  signed  by  J.  B.  Foster,  directed  to  myself  as  Clerk  of 
the  Committee,  marked  ^* Exhibit  40,  G.  D,  B.,  Cleric  of  Co^nmittee, 
dated  Chicago,  March  tenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty. 

I  also  put  into  the  case  ^^ Exhibit  38,  G.  D,  B. ,  Clerk  of  Committee, 
which  appears  to  be  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Election  Returns 
for  Representatives,  from  Aroostook  county,  dated  December 
tenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  and  signed  by  E.  C. 
Moody,  Chairman. 

March  4,  1880,  P.  M. 

Sumner  J.  Chadbourne,  sworn  and  examined. 

Bt  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Question,  Your  residence  ? 

Ansiver.  Augusta. 

Question.  You  are  now  Secretary  of  State? 

Answer.  I  am. 

Question.  You  have  heard  the  testimony  of  George  D.  Bisbee, 
before  the  Committee  this  afternoon? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  State  where  j^ou  obtained  the  returns  for  Governor,  Sen- 
ators, Representatives  and  County  Officers,  and  the  dockets- and 
other  papers,  which  he  says  you  turned  over  to  him  as  Clerk  of  this 
Committee  ? 

Answer.  I  received  the  returns  of  votes  for  Governor,  Senators 
and  Representatives  from  the  hands  of  P.  A.  Sawyer,  late  Deputj- 
Secretary  of  State,  on  the  thirty-first  day  of  January  last,  at  three 
minutes  past  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  He  came  with  an 
expressman  and  brought  them,  and  the  tabulations  of  the  Senatorial 
and  Representatives  votes. 

Question,  Were  they  so  turned  over  to  you  by  Mr.  Sawyer 
according  to  a  previous  arrangement  made  with  him,  and  had  he 
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possession  of  them  preyions  to  his  delivering  them  to  jou,  claiming 
to  hold  them  as  the  Fasiou  Secretary  of  State  ?• 

Answer,  I  had  not  a  personal  agreement  with  him.  I  serred  a 
notice  on  him  on  the  thirty-first  day  of  January,  making  a  demand, 
and  I  specified  everything ;  it  was  served  apon  him  by  Sheriff  Libby 
of  this  [Kennebec]  county,  and  he  told  Libby  that  he  would  make 
return  of  those  articles  at  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  The  tabu- 
lation for  County  Officers  I  found  in  the  office  when  I  went  in.  I 
went  in  on  the  seventeenth,  and  found  it  on  the  eighteenth,  I  think, 
in  the  lower  office.  Mr.  Rowe,  my  clerk,  was  there  present  when 
Sawyer  returned  the  papers,  also  Mr.  Hawes  and  Mr.  Cook,  and 
several  others.  I  made  such  examination  as  I  could  of  them  at  that 
time.  We  tried  to  arrange  them.  They  were  mixed  up,  the  returns 
for  Senators  and  Representatives  and  Governor,  somewhat  mixed. 
We  arranged  them  as  well  as  we  could  on  the  table  there.  I  then 
put  them  in  charge  of  Mr.  Rowe. 

Question,  Were  they  placed  in  the  archives  of  the  Secretary  of 
State? 
Answer.  They  were. 

Question.  And  were  they  in  your  official  custody  as  Secretary  of 
State  after  that  time? 
Answer.  They  were. 

Question.  You  passed  them  over  to  the  Clerk  of  this  Committee  ? 
Answer,  I  went  down  with  Mr.  Bisbee  and  directed  Mr.  Rowe  to 
do  so. 

Question.  Was  Mr.  Rowe  the  officer  in  official  charge  of  the  room 
where  those  were  kept? 
Ansioer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  While  those  documents,  papers,  returns,  dockets  and 
tabulations  were  in  your  possession,  as  Secretary  of  State,  from  the 
time  they  were  delivered  up  to  you  by  Mr.  Sawyer  to  the  time  they 
Were  turned  over  to  this  Committee  for  examination,  were  there  any 
changes  or  altertations  or  erasures  made  in  them  by  yourself  or  any 
other  person  ? 

Answer.  There  was  none  made  by  myself  nor  by  any  other  per- 
son, to  my  knowledge. 

Question.  Where  were  they  kept? 

Answer.  In  the  lower  office. 

Question.  In  whose  charge  were  they  ? 

Answer.   I  had  two  clerks  there  most  of  the  time.     I  do  not 
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remember  the  date  Mr.  Milliken  came.  Mr.  Milliken  and  Mr.  Rowe 
have  charge  of  that  room. 

Question,  Are  they  both  present? 

Answer,  They  are.  The  night  I  received  them  I  had  a  little  curi- 
osity to  look  at  one  return,  and  did  so ;  that  was  the  return  of  the 
town  of  Gouldsborough,  the  Oliver  P.  Bragdon  case. 

By  Mr.  INGALLS  : 

Question.  From  whom  did  you  receive  possession  of  the  office? 

Answer,  I  took  possession.  I  was  admitted  to  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  on  the  evening  of  January  seventeenth,  about  ten 
o'clock,  I  think,  half-past  nine  or  ten,  b}'  the  Mayor  of  the  city,  Mr. 
Nash,  who  had  a  key.  I  was  informed  that  he  received  the  key  to 
the  office  from  the  then  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings,  Dr. 
Lancaster. 

Q;aestion.  You  do  not  know  in  whose  possession  the  County  docket 
had  been  prior  to  that  time  ? 

Answer.  It  was  in  the  office.  Sawyer  was  in  possession  of  the 
office  till  I  took  possession,  and  I  found  this  the  next  day,  in  the 
lower  office. 

Question.  Had  he  continued  to  occupy  up  to  the  time  you  took 
possession  ? 

Answer.  I  presume  so,  because  I  was  in  the  office  that  evening 
about  five  or  six  o'clock,  or  later,  and  he  was  there. 

Question.  Prior  to  that  time  had  he  continued  to  occupy  that 
office? 

Answer.  He  was  Deputy  Secretary  of  State  up  to  that  time,  and 
I  presume  he  occupied  it ;  I  cannot  swear  that  he  was  there  all  the 
time,  but  we  would  naturally  suppose  that  the  office  and  archives 
were  in  his  custody.     He  was  under  Mr.  Gove,  of  course. 

By  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Question.  The  Fusion  State  officers,  or,  persons  claiming  to  be 
such,  had  held  possession  of  that  office  and  had  remained  in  that 
room  till  you  came  in  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  HALE : 

Qitestion.  Sawyer  delivered  these  returns  over  to  yDu  as  the  com- 
plete Senatorial  and  Representative  returns  ? 

Answer.  He  said  they  were  all  he  carried  away.  We  tried  to 
ascertain  if  they  were  complete.    I  found  it  would  be  a  long  job.    I 
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tried  to  arrange  them,  to  ascertain  if  they  were  all  there,  but  I  could 
not  state  that  they  were  all.  I  did  not  go  through  them.  He 
delivered  them  to  me  as  the  returns  of  votes  cast  for  Senators  and 
Xtepresentatives.  I  inquired  of  Mr.  Sawyer  where  the  returns  of 
votes  for  County  Officers  were.  He  stated  to  me  they  had  never 
been  in  his  possession  after  he  delivered  them  to  the  Council,  and 
he  stated  he  thought  that  they  might  be  found,  but  he  did  not  in- 
timate where.  We  searched  for  them,  had  previously  and  did  after- 
wards, but  were  not  able  to  find  them. 

By  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Question,  In  what  condition  did  you  find  the  office  of  Secretary 
of  State  and  other  offices  ? 

Answer.  On  the  night  of  January  seventeenth,  after  my  election 
and  qualification,  the  Governor  sent  for  Mr.  Sawyer,  and  he  came 
to  the  Governor's  private  room ;  the  Governor  had  an  interview  with 
him,  and  then  sent  for  me.  .  I  did  not  know  the  character  of  the 
interview  with  the  Governor,  but  I  presume  he  made  a  request  for, 
or  suggested  that  he  had  better  turn  over,  the  keys  to  the  office. 
At  any  rate,  after  that  interview,  I  had  an  interview  with  Mr.  Saw- 
yer in  the  same  room,  and  I  served  a  written  demand  on  him  for  the 
archives  and  keys,  and  ever^iihing  belonging  to  the  office.  Mr, 
Sawyer  said  that  he  felt  obliged  to  refuse  to  deliver  up  to  me  the 
keys  and  archives  of  the  office,  and  if  I  got  possession  I  must  take 
it  forcibly ;  that  is,  he  should  not  offer  any  personal  resistance,  but 
I  would  have  to  take  it  forcibly.  I  tried  to  persuade  him  that  it 
would  be  better  for  him  to  give  it  up,  but  he  refused  and  went  away. 
I  was  then  admitted  to  the  office  as  stated,  by  the  Mayor,  and  made 
such  examination  of  the  office  as  I  could  that  night.  I  found  the 
drawers  all  locked,  and  the  safe  was  locked.  The  next  business 
day  I  made  a  further  examination  and  found  that  these  returns  and 
tabulations  we  have  already  mentioned  were  missing,  also  the  re- 
ports of  the  Council  and  the  Council  Journal  for  eighteen  hundred 
and  seventy-nine.  Mr.  Sawyer  returned  the  Council  Journal  and 
those  reports  and  the  other  papers  which  I  have  mentioned.  Those 
returns  and  papers  came  back  to  the  office  done  up  in  parcels,  in 
wrapping  paper,  and  Mr.  Sawyer  said  they  were  in  just  the  same 
pax>cr  then  as  when  he  carried  them  away — that  they  had  never  been 
unwrapped. 
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James  S.  Rowe,  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Question.  Are  j^ou  clerk  in  the  ofl9ce  of  Secretary  of  State? 

Answer.  I  am. 

Question.  When  did  your  employment  as  such  commence  ? 

Answer.  I  think,  the  nineteenth  of  January,  Monday. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Chadboume,  who 
has  just  appeared  before  the  Committee,  in  relation  to  the  returns  ? 

Answer.  I  have. 

Question.  Do  j'ou  remember  when  they  were  returned  to  the  office 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  by  Mr.  Sawyer? 

Answer.  I  remember  they  were  returned  there  Saturday  night, 
about  five  o'clock. 

Question.  What  was  done  with  them  ? 

Answer.  After  opening  them  and  looking  at  some  of  them,  trying 
to  see  whether  they  were  all  straight  (they  were  in  bundles) ,  I  undid 
the  bundles  and  straightened  them  up,  and  tried  to  get  them  in  shape. 
After  a  vain  attempt  to  get  them  in  shape,  we  put  them  back  as 
well  as  we  could  and  carried  them  down  stairs  and  examined  them  a 
little ;  some  of  the  returns  we  had  in  our  minds  to  see  that  they 
were  there.  We  looked  at  the  Bragdon  return.  Then  we  did  them  up 
and  earned  them  into  the  lower  room.  I  went  into  the  Council  room 
where  the  boxes  which  they  should  be  kept  in  were,  and  found  two 
or  three  boxes  and  brought  them  down  and  put  the  returns  into 
them,  straightened  them  out,  took  them  out  of  the  paper  in  which 
they  were  wrapped,  and  put  them  into  the  boxes. 

Question.  What  do  j-ou  mean  by  straightened  them  out? 

Answer.  They  were  twisted  up  and  doubled  up,  not  in  regular 
order,  but  like  a  lot  of  papers  that  had  been  gathered  up  hastily  and 
tied  up  in  bundles,  so  as  to  be  compact.  They  were  not  filed  or  laid 
out  in  sheets,  but  were  rolled  up,  sheets  doubled  in  the  middle,  some 
in  files,  some  in  bundles.  We  arranged  them  and  tried  to  put  the 
diflferent  kinds  by  themselves,  the  returns  for  Representatives  by 
themselves,  those  for  Governor  by  themselves,  and  those  for  Sena- 
tors by  themselves. 

Question.  That  is  all  you  did  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  have  charge  of  the  room  where  they  were 
kept? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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Question.  Was  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  locked  when 
you  left  it  at  night? 

Answer,  The  office  of  the  Secretary'  of  State  and  my  office  are 
connected  by  an  open  passage  way.  The  Secretary's  office  is  locked 
when  we  leave  at  night ;  the  door  between  our  two  rooms  is  open ; 
there  is  a  door  at  the  foot  of  the  stairs,  leading  into  the  entry,  which 
is  kept  locked  whenever  I  am  not  thei*e. 

Question.  Were  you  jM'esent  when  they  were  delivered  up  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  Committee  for  inspection? 

Answer.  iTes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  they  delivered  up  as  stated  by  Mr.  Chadboume? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  State  whether  there  was  an}'  alteration  or  change  made 
in  the  returns,  any  erasures  or  additions  to  them  in  any  way,  while 
in  your  possession  ? 

Answer.  Nothing  of  the  kind,  to  my  knowledge. 

Que^km.  Either  by  yourself  or  any  other  person  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Who,  beside  yourself,  had  charge  of  these  returns  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Minot  was  with  me,  I  think,  when  they  first  came 
in ;  he  was  taken  sick  very  soon,  and  Mr.  MiUiken  came  in,  and 
was  with  me  in  charge  of  the  rooms. 

Question.  Is  Milliken  a  clerk  in  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  those  returns  in  your  official  custody  till  they 
were  delivered  up  to  this  Committee  ? 

Answer.  They  were.     We  were  cautioned  by  Mr.  Chadbourne  to 

« 

take  special  care  of  them,  and  see  they  were  not  disarranged  or 
touched,  or  an3'thing  done  to  them ;  so  we  could  swear,  when  they 
went  out  of  our  custody,  that  they  were  the  same  as  when  they 
came  in.     We  took  special  care. 

Question.  Can  you  swear  they  are  in  the  same  condition  ? 

Answer.  I  can  swear  I  believe  that  when  they  left  my  custody 
they  were  in  the  same  condition  as  when  they  came  into  it.  After 
they  were  first  brought  there  I  had  the  boxes  placed  in  a  closet, 
under  lock  and  key,  in  the  room,  the  ke}^  in  my  pocket ;  that  is, 
after  the  first  day  or  two  they  were  under  lock  and  key. 

Question.  When  you  got  them  straightened  out  and  filed? 

Answer.  When  I  got  them  arranged. 

Question.  What  you  mean  by  straightening  them  out  and  arrang- 
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ing  is  patting  all  of  a  kind  together,  so  their  heads  were  the  same 
way,  and  the  towns  and  counties  by  themselves  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  the  counties ;  and  rubber  straps  were  around  the 
counties ;  those  that  I  found  out  I  put  in. 

Question.  After  3'ou  got  them  so  arranged  did  you  keep  them 
locked  up  in  this  closet? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  In  regard  to  the  County  returns,  the  first  day 
I  went  into  the  oflSce  I  had  been  looking  around  to  find  what  I  could, 
and  see  if  I  could  find  any  returns ;  before  I  knew  where  they  were, 
before  I  had  seen  Sawyer  and  he  told  me  he  had  them  in  his  posses- 
sion, I  was  trying  to  find  them.  I  looked  into  all  the  drawers  and 
places  I  could  find,  and  in  the  table  in  my  room ;  in  one  drawer  I 
pulled  out  this  tabulation  of  County  Officers.  That  was  the  first 
thing  we  dLscovered  in  relation  to  returns  or  tabulations.  That  was 
in  the  lower  room — the  engrossing  room. 

James  S.  Rows,  recalled. 

Question.  Have  you  examined  the  account  of  Dr.  B.  F.  Lancas- 
ter ;  and,  if  so,  state  whether  or  not  there  was  any  return  made  to 
the  State  of  the  money  received  by  him  for  the  sale  of  a  carpet  to 
Mr.  H.  D.  Getchell,  amounting  to  twenty-two  dollars  and  thirty-two 
cents,  to  which  he  has  just  testified? 

Anstver.  I  have  examined  the  accounts,  and  have  failed  to  find 
any  such  credit. 

James  R.  Milliken,  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  HALE : 

Question.  Are  you  clerk  in  the  Secretary  of  State's  office? 

Answer.  I  am. 

Question.  What  room  do  you  occupy  ? 

Answer.  The  room  under  the  main  office. 

Question.  The  same  room  that  Mr.  Rowe  has  spoken  of  ? 

Answer.     Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  did  you  go  into  that  room? 

Ajiswer.  The  second  day  of  February. 

Question.  State  whether  or  not  you  saw  these  returns  which  have 
T)een  spoken  of  by  Mr.  Chadboume  and  Mr.  Rowe,  and  the  dockets 
and  papers? 

Answer.  I  did.     I  do  not  recollect  of  seeing  those  for  County- 
•Officers. 
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Question.  The  others  you  saw  ? 

Answer.  I  did. 

QuefAion.  Were  you,  together  with  Mr.  Rowe,  in  chaise  of  that 
room  after  you  went  there  ? 

AsMwer.  I  was. 

Question.  State  whether  or  not  these  returns  were  kept  in  that 
room  till  they  were  passed  over  to  this  Committee  for  examination  ? 

Answer.  They  were ;  Mr.  Chadbourne  was  very  particular  about 
haviDg  them  kept  under  look  and  key,  and  that  nobody-  should  have 
access  to  them,  and  if  anybody  did  that  we  should  stand  over  him. 

Question.  For  what  reason  ? 

Answer.  To  see  that  nothing  was  done  to  them,  no  marks  made 
on  them ;  so  that  we  might  say  they  were  delivered  up  the  same  as 
we  found  them. 

Question.  Can  you  say  that? 

Answer.  So  far  as  my  own  knowledge  goes,  I  can.  I  never  per- 
mitted anybody  to  look  at  them  excepting  when  I  stood  right  b3\ 
If  a  man  wanted  to  find  any  particular  return  from  any  particular 
town,  I  always  found  it  for  him  in  the  bundle  of  the  County,  and 
stood  by  until  he  had  examined  it  as  much  as  he  said  would  satisfy 
him,  and  then  I  put  it  back. 

Question.  Were  any  marks,  or  changes,  or  alterations,  or  addi- 
tions made  upon  those  returns,  or  papers,  or  tabulations,  either  by 
yourself  or  any  other  person,  to  your  knowledge  ? 
Ansioer.  Not  after  we  had  charge  of  them. 

Frank  E.  Nye,  sworn  and  examined, 

Br  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Question.  Where  is  your  residence  ? 

Answer.  Augusta. 

Question.  What  is  your  occupation  ? 

Answer.  Insurance  business. 

Question.  Were  you  employed  during  the  months  of  January  and 
February  last  in  the  Capitol  ? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  In  what  capacity? 

Answer.  Under  detail  both  from  the  Governor  and  General  Cham- 
berlain. During  the  month  of  January,  up  to  the  seventeenth,  I  was 
imder  the  immediate  command  of  General  Chamberlain.     After  that 
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I  was  left  here  to  finish  up  the  business,  and  was  then  under  detail 
from  the  Gk)vernor. 

Qtieation.  What  room  did  you  occupy  in  the  building? 

Answer,  The  Adjutant  General's  office  and  the  office  in  which  this 
Committee  have  been  sitting. 

Question.  State  what  search  3'ou  made  for  papers ;  and  state  what 
papers  you  found,  and  where ;  and  the  circumstacces  under  whidi 
you  found  them? 

Afiswer.  I  made  several  searches  in  tiie  building  while  under  Gen- 
eral Chamberlain,  without  finding  anything.  Finally,  on  the  four- 
teenth of  February,  I  think,  on  Sunda}'.  General  Harris  and  myself 
started  to  make  a  thorough  search  of  the  building.  We  took  that 
day  because  the  papers  and  other  documents  were  not  in  use  by 
committees  of  the  Legislature  or  by  the  officers  in  the  different  de- 
partments. We  examined  the  Secretary  of  State's  office  thoroughly, 
and  found  nothing.  We  then  went  to  the  Council  Chamber,  and,  in 
the  case  in  there,  which  the  Secretary  of  State  uses  when  acting  as 
Clerk  of  the  Council,  we  found,  on  the  second  shelf,  a  box  which 
contained  quite  a  number  of  papers — among  them  affidavits  from 
certain  towns  in  Washington  county,  and  certain  affidavits  from 
towns  in  Franklin  county,  and  a  number  of  letters ;  also  the  Sena- 
torial return  from  the  town  of  Jonesborough. 

Question.  What  purported  to  be  a  return? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  the  testimony  that  certain  affidavits 
and  papers  before  the  Committee  came  from  your  hands  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  these  the  papers  you  refer  to  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  most  of  them.     I  have  seen  them  since  they 
have  been  here  and  could  identify  them. 

Question.  State  whether  or  not  you  found  the  returns  for  County 
Officers ;  and,  if  so,  where,  and  under  what  circumstances  ? 

Answer.  Finding  nothing  more  in  the  CouncU  Chamber,  we  went 
into  the  Governor's  room,  and  after  examining  drawers  and  desks 
there,  I  got  upon  the  top  of  the  book  case  in  that  room  and  found, 
on  top  of  the  case  behind  the  cornice,  a  box  containing  the  returns  for 
County  Officers, — the  box  in  which  they  were  usually  kept,  marked 
on  the  outside — ^''Return  for  County  Officers.*^  I  took  those  returns 
and  brought  them  down  into  the  Adjutant  General's  office  ;  I  opened 
the  box  and  took  out  the  returns,  and  sorted  them  out  by  counties  ; 
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I  then  broa^t  them  into  the  room  adjoining  the  general  office,  (the 
room  in  which  this  Committee  are  sitting,)  and  placed  them  on  the 
floor. 

Question.  Did  you  turn  them  over  to  the  Committee  ? 

Anmoer,  I  did  in  the  morning ;  this  was  at  night. 

Quenticn.  While  those  papers  were  in  your  hands, — ^the  papers 
that  were  tamed  over  by  you  to  tiie  Committee — ^were  there  any 
alterations,  additions,  erasures  or  changes  made  in  them,  in  any 
way  or  shape,  by  yourself  or  any  other  person  ? 

Anmoer,  No,  none.  General  Harris  was  with  me  at  the  time  they 
were  taken,  and  up  to  the  time  they  were  put  into  this  room ;  then 
the  docMs  were  locked ;  I  took  the  key  and  went  and  saw  Mr.  Bisbee 
and  came  back,  and  we  were  here  that  night. 

Question,  Was  the  place  where  you  found  those  County  Returns 
such  a  place  as  such  returns  would  be  likel}''  to  be  kept  in  ? 

Atiswer,  No,  sir;  when  we  first  came  into  the  building  with 
General  Chamberlain, — ^when  he  locked  up  the  door  of  the  Gov- 
ernor's room — ^these  returns  were  in  the  bottom  of  the  same  case  on 
which  they  were  found,  in  the  small  closet  underneath  the  books ; 
they  had  been  taken  from  there  and  placed  on  top  of  the  case  by 
some  person  to  me  unknown.  It  was  a  place  where  nobody  could 
see  Uiem  from  any  place  in  the  room  without  getting  upon  the 
case. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  finding  the  Jonesborou^  return? 

Answer.  Yes,  su-. 

Question.  Was  it  a  blank  return  ? 

Ansioer.  No ;  it  was  a  return  filled  out. 

Question.  Please  examine  the  paper  shown  you,  being  the  second 
retam  from  Jonesborough,  marked  ^''Exhibit  2,  G.  D.  B.j  Clerk  of 
Committee^**  and  state  whether  or  not  that  was  the  return  you 
fouDd  as  stated  by  you  ? 

Answer.  It  was. 

Question.  Where  do  yon  say  ^'ou  found  it? 

Answer.  I  found  it  in  the  desk  occupied  by  the  Secretary  of  State 
as  Clerk  of  the  Council,  iu  the  Council  Chamber,  in  a  paper  box, 
with  certain  affidavits  and  letters. 

Question.  It  has  been  testified  before  the  Committee  that  one  of 
the  reports,  the  one  marked  ^'Exhibit  Zf,  G.  D.  -B.,  Clerk  of  Com- 
miltee"  was  received  from  you ;  state  where  you  found  that? 

Answer.  I  had  that  from  Mr.  Moody ;  and  it  was  the  report  that 
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went  with  the  tabulation  that  was  stolen  from  Mr.  Moody's  room  in 
Aagusta. 

Question.  State  what  you  know  in  relation  to  the  original  tabula- 
tions that  were  taken  from  Mr.  Moody  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Moody  came  to  Augusta  at  my  request  on  the 
twenty-eighth  or  twenty-ninth  of  January,  on  the  four  o'clock  train ; 
he  came  to  the  Adjutant  General's  office  and  met  me  here ;  I  had  a 
talk  with  him  that  afternoon  ;  we  then  went  down  to  tea  together. 
He  called  me  after  tea,  and  asked  me  to  go  up  to  his  room,  number 
thirty-eight,  which  I  did;  I  went  into  his  room  at  the  Augusta 
House,  and  after  talking  some  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  in  regard  to 
the  transaction  of  counting  out,  he  opened  his  valise  and  took  from 
it  a  set  of  tabulations,  which,  he  stated,  were  the  tabulations  from 
which  the  final  tabulations  were  made ;  these  tabulations  he  passed 
over  to  me,  and  I  spent  some  twenty  minutes  or  half  an  hour  in 
looking  them  over. 

Questio7i.  State  what  those  tabulations  were  ? 

Answer.  They  were  tabulations  of  the  Representative  vote,  and  a 
portion  of  the   Senatorial  vote ;  and  they  contained  erasures  and 
interlineations   where    certain  names    were  changed    and    figures 
changed.     From  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief,  knowing  the 
hand  writing  of  the  members  of  the  Council  and  Governor,  some 
were  in  the  hand  writing  of  Mr.  Brown,  some  in  that  of  Mr.  Fogg, 
and  some  were,  I  think,  in  the  Governor's  hand  writing.     So  far  as 
I  could  judge  from  these  tabulations  as  originally  made  out,  they 
showed  a  Republican  majority  in  both  branches.     They  contained 
the  changes  made  from  that  time,  in  figures  and  names,  till  the 
House  and  Senate  were  made  up,  with  possibly  a  few  exceptions. 
If  the  Committee  could  have  those  before  them,  I  think  they  could 
trace  the  whole  matter  from  beginning  to  end,  where  all  the  changes 
were  made. 

Question.  And  by  whom  made  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  that  is,  they  could  tell  by  the  hand  writing,  where 
the  names  had  been  changed.  Those  papers  were  taken  from 
Moody's  room  that  night.  While  I  was  in  the  room,  John  Benson, 
junior,  of  Newport,  came  and  started  to  open  the  door;  said  *^  No 
matter,"  and  went  away.  He  came  again  in  a  few  moments,  and 
soon  after  that  1  left;.  When  I  went  to  the  room  I  saw  Benson  at 
the  head  of  the  next  fiight  of  stairs,  looking  over  the  baluster  to  see 
who  came  there  or  went  away.     I  went  up  again  in  a  few  minutes. 
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and  I  heard  Benson's  voice,  which  I  recognized  readily,  in  the  room. 
I  went  up  a  few  moments  after,  and  found  him  there  still. 

Question.  Who  was  Benson? 

Answer.  He  claimed  to  be  Deputy  Secretary  of  State  under  the 
Fusion  Administration  this  year ;  I  think  he  also  held  a  position  on 
GoTemor  Smith's  staff. 

Question.  State  whether  or  not  you  had  any  conversation  with 
Benson  indicating  that  he  had  any  knowledge  of  the  papers? 

Answer.  I  had  two  conversations  with  him  after  that.  He  was 
absent  the  next  jday,  and  came  back  the  next  week.  During  the 
conversations  I  had  with  him  he  stated  that  if  I  would  let  him  go 
home  he  would  bring  the  papers  back  here  Friday  night,  February 
sixth,  the  time  the  Pullman  train  arrived  from  Bangor — which  he 
failed  to  do. 

Morrill  Gliddem,  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  STROUT  : 

I  reside  in  Somerville,  Maine ;  am  a  farmer,  was  present  at  the 
annual  election  last  September  in  Somerville  ;  polls  closed  at  5,  P. 
M.  The  Selectmen  were  all  present, — ^David  Chadwick,  Henry  D. 
Clark  and  John  B.  Dodge ;  meeting  was  held  in  a  school  house, — 
the  Joe  Bruce  school  house ;  had  a  desk  in  the  house.  The  Clerk, 
Anson  B.  Bowler,  and  one  or  two  of  the  Selectmen  were  in  the  desk. 
The  returns  were  made  out  alter  the  polls  closed,  by  Anson  B. 
Bowler,  Town  Clerk ;  he  had  been  Clerk  a  number  of  years.  I  am 
acquainted  with  Andrew  R.  G.  Smith,  who  resides  some  seven  or 
eight  miles  from  the  school  house,  and  ten  miles  from  Bowler's ; 
Bowler  was  acquainted  with  Mr.  Smith ;  Mr.  Smith  was  the  Repub- 
lican candidate  for  Senator  from  Lincoln  county.  I  was  requested, 
by  Senator  Smith,  to  take  notice  that  the  returns  were  properly 
made  up.  Bowler  claimed  to  be  a  Republican  ;  but  he  would  not  let 
me  see  him  vote ;  I  saw  him  while  he  was  making  up  the  Senatorial 
return.  When  he  made  the  G.  in  Senator  Smith's  name,  he  made  it 
all  above  the  line,  and  stopped  and  made  the  Smith.  I  told  him  they 
would  call  it  a  C;  he  said  he  woulcTfix  it  by-and-bye  ;  I  told  him  to 
fix  it  then,  and  he  did,  by  carrying  the  mark  below  the  line,  which 
made  it  look  like  a  6?,  and  it  then  read  Andrew  R.  G.  Smith ;  David 
Chadwick  was  present  in  the  desk.  [Return  which  was  taken  from 
the  file  of  Secretary  of  State,  marked  '^ Exhibit  A,  G.  D.  J5.,  Clerk 
of  CommiUeej**  shown  witness.]      This  is  not  the  return  I  saw 
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Bowler  make  up  in  open  town  meeting ;  the  name  in  this  one  read&-- 
Andrew  A.  B.  Smith.  I  did  not  remain  till  Mr.  Bowler  went  awav ; 
he  was  still  engaged  in  making  up  the  rest  of  the  returns  when  I 
left ;  Anson  B.  Bowler,  David  Chad  wick  and  myself  were  present  at 
the  desk  when  I  saw  him  make  up  this  return ;  I  did  not  see  Bowler 
sign  his  name ;  I  think  he  had  made  up  the  return  for  Governor ; 
don't  know  as  I  saw  him  sign  either.  Senator  Smith  said  there  were 
middle  letters  in  his  name,  and  wanted  me  to  see  that  they  were 
made  right;  when  the  return  was  made-up  there  was  no  scratching 
or  erasures  on  it. 

Anson  B.  Bowler,  sworn  and  examined, 

Bt  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Question.     Where  do  j'ou  reside  ? 

Answer.  Somerville. 

Question.  In  what  county? 

Answer.  County  of  Lincoln. 

Question.  What  office,  if  any,  did  you  hold  in  the  town  of  Somer- 
ville September  last? 

Answer.  Town  Clerk. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  been  Town  Clerk  ? 

Answer.  I  have  been  Town  Clerk,  off  and  on,  I  should  think,  for 
some  twelve  or  fifteen  years — perhaps  fifteen  ;  may  be  longer  and 
may  be  not  so  long. 

Question.  What  is  your  business,  and  what  has  been  your  busi- 
ness ? 

Answer.  Since  I  was  married,  in  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-one, 
I  have  lived  on  a  farm. 

Question.  Are  3'ou  acquainted  with  Andrew  R.  G.  Smith? 

Answer.  Yes.  I  have  been  for  the  past  two  years  or  more.  I 
have  seen  him  before  that,  but  not  so  familiarl}'  acquainted  with  him 
as  for  the  past  two  years. 

Question.  Have  you  been  familiarl}'  acquainted  with  him  for  the 
past  two  years  ?  ^ 

Answer.  Yes.  I  have  seen  him  quite  frequently.  Perhaps  once 
a  month,  and  perhaps  once  in  three  months;  but  then,  I  am 
acquainted  with  him  and  have  been  to  his  place. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  annual  election  held  in  Somer- 
ville last  September? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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Question.  At  what  time  did  the  polls  close  ? 
Answer,  I  ooald  not  tell  you  exactly ;  it  was  very  near  sunset,  I 
think ;  held  the  polls  open  very  late  as  they  were  expecting  one  or 
two  more  voters  that  hadn't  voted. 

Que^ion.  Did  you  at  any  time  make  up  any  returns,  and  return 
them  to  the  Secretary  of  State's  office,  at  Augusta? 
Anstoer,  Yes. 

Question,  Please  examine  the  two  papers  produced,  and  presented 
to  you,  coming  from  the  files  of  the  Secretary  of  State, — one  marked 
"  E^ibU  A,  G.  D.  B. ,  Clerk  of  Committee^''  and  the  other  marked 
^''ExhibU  Bj  O.  D.  5.,  Clerk  of  Committee^'*  and  purporting  to  he 
the  returns  from  the  town  of  Somerville  for  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentatives in  the  election  of  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  and 
state  in  whose  hand  writing  hoth  papers  are  ? 
Answer,  Yes ;  I  have  examined  them. 
Question,  In  whose  hand  writing  are  they  ? 
Answer,  Mine,  sir,  I  wrote  them  both. 

Question.   I  call  your  attention  particularly  to  the  signatures 
attached  to  both  of  said  returns,— of  David  Chadwick,  ,Henry  D. 
Clark,  and  John  B.  Dodge,  Selectmen,  and  A.  B.  Bowler,  Town 
Clerk ;  state  whether  or  not  they  are  all  your  hand  writing?     • 
ATiswer.  Yes,  sir,  they  are. 

Question,  They  were  all  written  by  you,  were  they  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.    State  whether  or  not  each  one  of  the  names  of  the 
Selectmen  as  well  as  your  own  name,  was  written  b}^  your  own  hand  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  each  one. 

Question.  I  now  call  your  attention  to  a  paper  purporting  to  be 
the  return  of  County  Officers  from  the  town  of  Somerville,  marked 
'^Exhibit  2>,  G.  D.  J5.,  Clerk  of  Committee ;^^  and  will  you  state  in 
whose  hand  writing  that  is.  [Paper  passed  to  witness.]  Have  you 
examined  it,  and  if  so,  in  whose  hand  writing  is  it? 
Answer.  It  is  mine,  every  letter  of  it. 

Question.  The  signatures  purporting  to  be  the  signatures  of  the 
Selectmen  ? 
Answer.  Written  by  me. 

Question.  WOl  you  examine  the  affidavit  marked  ''^Exhibit  (7, 
G.  D.  JB.,  Clerk  of  CommUtee^'^  and  state  whether  or  not  you  wrote 
and  signed  it  and  made  oath  to  it?     [Affidavit  shown  witness.] 
Answer.  That  is  my  signature  to  that. 


64  ALTBRED  ELBCTION  RETURNS. 

Q^e8tion.  In  whose  band  writing  is  the  body  of  the  affidavit? 

Answer,  I  drew  that  under  the  dictation  of  Dr.  Smith. 

Question.  In  whose  hand  writing  is  the  body  ? 

Answer.  It  is  my  hand  writing,  the  body  of  it. 

Question.  In  your  hand  writing? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  you  signed  it  r* 

Answer.  1  signed  it,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  you  made  oath  to  it,  did  you  not? 

Answer.  Yes,  with  one  exception ;  that  is,  I  told  them  about  my 
signing  the  Selectmen's  names  to  it — ^that  I  signed  them  by  their 
request. 

Mn.  Strout  :     I  will  put  this  affidavit  in. 

Question.  I  now  call  you  attention  to  the  returns  that  were  made 
up  by  you,  and  ask  you  if  it  is  true  that  you  did  make  up  Senatorial 
returns  and  Representative  returns  from  the  town  of  Somerville,  at 
the  school  house  where  the  town  meeting  was  held,  in  open  town 
meeting? 

Answer.  Not  wholly  in  open  town  meeting.  I  hadn't  time  to  do  it. 

Question.  Did  you  make  up  the  body  of  them  there  ? 

Answer.  A  part  of  them  ;  yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  it  or  not  true  ? 

Answer.  I  want  to  understand  you  when  I  answer  you ;  I  want  to 
answer  you  correctly. 

Question.  Is  it  or  not  true,  that  when  you  made  up  the  return  at 
that  time,  that  you  put  in  the  return  the  name  of  Andrew  R.  G. 
Smith? 

Answer.  1  think  that  I  did,  unless  I  made  a  mistake. 

Question.  Was  Mr.  Morrill  Glidden  present? 

Answer.  I  think  that  he  was ;  I  don't  want  to  say  positively,  "but 
I  think  that  he  was. 

Question.  Have  you  any  doubt  about  it? 

Answer.  No,  I  think  I  haven't ;  I  may  be  mistaken,  but  I  think 
not. 

Question.  Now,  sir,  I  call  your  attention  to  the  Senatorial  return, 
and  to  a  name  that  appears  here  now  to  be  Isaac  T.  Hobson;  3'ou 
have  examined  this  before,  have  you  ? 

Answer.  I  saw  it  the  other  day  when  I  was  in  here,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  Won't  you  look  at  it  again?  [Paper  is  passed  to  ^wit- 
ness.] 
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Answer.  That  looks  like  a  T  now.     I  recollect  how  it  looked  the 
other  day  when  I  was  in  here. 

Queaion.  Was  there  any  erasure  made  in  any  part  of  that  name . 
by  yon? 
Answer,  No,  sir,  never. 
Question.  Never? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  that  I  know  of. 

Qiuedion.  I  call  your  attention  to  the  word  ''  sixty <,^*  opposite  his- 
name;  was  the  ^Hy"  there  at  the  word  ^^ sixty"  made  hy  you?  is 
it  joar  writing? 

Answer.  The  ^^six*'  is  mine,  hut  I  say  the  ^Hy*'  was  not  there ; 
I  must  have  made  an  error  in  not  putting  the  *'Hy"  on;  that 
has  been  put  on  since  it  left  my  hands ;  the  ^^six**  I  wrote,  but  the 
^^ty"  IB  not  my  writing ;  I  made  a  mistake  probably  in  not  putting 
that  on. 

Question.  What  did  you  do  with  the  Senatorial  and  Representa- 
tive returns  which  you  made  up,  which  bore  the  name  of  Andrew  B. 
G.  SmUhf 

Answer.  I  brought  them  all  tc^ether  and  delivered  them  to  the 
Secretary  of  State. 

Question.  Did  you  deliver  them  to  the  Secretary  of  State  with  your 
own  hands? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  whether  it  was  the  Secretary  of  State  or 
not ;  but  it  was  the  man  that  was  in  the  possession  there,  and  they 
were  counting  votes. 
Qfiestion.  In  the  office? 

Afiswer.  In  the  office,  yes,  sir;  I  don't  know  the  man ;  I  don't 
know  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Question.  Was  it  here  in  the  Secretary  of  State's  office ;  in  the 
State  House  here  in  Augusta? 
Answer.  Yes,  right  in  the  other  room ;  there  were  four  men  there. 
Qntestion.  Can  you  describe  the  man  to  whom  you  delivered  these 
returns? 
Answer.  I  don't  know  as  I  could ;  I  could  not  say  that  I  could. 

By  Mb.  HALE : 

Question.  They  were  men  who  were  there  to  receive  them? 

Ariswer.  They  did  receive  them,  and  opened  my  Clerk's  return  in 

my  presence,  and  looked  it  over  before  I  left ;  I  stopped  but  a  very 

few  moments. 

5 
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Bt  Mb.  STROUT  : 

Qv£8tion.  When  was  that? 

Answer.  The  ninth  of  September  last ;  I  have  stated  the  ninth,  and 
I  am  positive  it  was,  for  I  made  out  the  records  the  next  morning, 
and  partly  made  my  record  upon  my  town  book,  and  came  off  in  the 
afternoon. 

Queation.  I  call  your  attention  to  the  Senatorial  return  marked 
^^Exhtbit  A^  O,  D.  JB.,  Clerk  of  Committee,**  and  to  the  name  of 
Amdrew  A.  R.  Smith? 

Answer,  Yes,  I  see  it — Andrew  A.  R.  Smith. 

Que§tion.  According  to  your  best  knowledge  is  that  the  return 
that  yon  «ay  that  you  made  upon  the  day  of  the  election  and  brought 
here  to  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  ninth  day  of 
September? 

Answer.  If  it  is,  it  is  a  mistake  in  having  put 

Question.  No,  t&r ;  answer  my  question ;  look  at  that  paper,  and 
tell  me  whether  or  not  that  is  the  return  that  you  made  up  and 
brought  to  the  Secretory  of  State's  office  on  the  ninth  day  of  Septem* 
ber? 

Answer.  If  it  is  in  my  power  and  ability,  I  want  to  answer  that 
correctly,  just  as  it  is. 

Question.  What  answer  do  you  give  to  it? 

Ansmer.  Yes,  I  understand  the  question. 

Question.  I  call  your  attention  to  a  name  that  you  see  there? 

Answer.  Yes,  "  ^.  R.  Smith." 

Question.  And  I  ask  you  if  that  is  the  return  that  you  made  up  in 
the  presence  of  Morrill  Glidden  and  alluded  to  in  your  affidavit ;  is 
that  the  return  you  made  up  and  brought  here  on  the  ninth  day  of 
September? 

Answer.  Allow  me  to  speak  before  I  answer  it. 

*jQue8tion.  I  want  a  direct  answer  to  the  question. 

Answer.  It  should  be 

Question.  Will  you  answer  my  question?  It  is  a  simple  and 
plain  one ;  look  at  that  return  and  at  the  name  in  it,  and  then  tell 
me  whether  that  return  that  ^-ou  hold  in  your  hand  is  the  same  re- 
turn that  you  made  up  and  returned  to  the  Secretary  of  State's  office 
on  the  ninth  day  of  September,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine  ? 

Answer.  1  don't  know  how  to  answer  that ;  it  may  be,  and  it  may 
not ;  but  you  want  me  to  say  whether  it  is  or  not, — ^I  might  answer 
it  and  answer  correctly,  and  I  might  wrongly. 

Question.  Will  you  answer  the  question? 


TBSTIHOlirT  OF  AKBOH  B.  BOWLBR.  g7 

Answer.  I  should  say  that  it  was  not ;  because  that  should  be 
''Andrew  B.  O.  SmUh"  mstead  of  ''A.  R.  SmUh." 

Question.  Mr.  Bowler,  did  you  hear,  about  the  time  that  they 
were  countiug  out,  about  the  counting  out? 

Aiigwer.  As  near  as  I  can  recollect,  I  heard  about  the  middle  of 
December. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  in  relation  to  any  counting  out  at  that 
time? 

Answer.  I  did  before  that  or  about  that  time ;  it  might  have  been 
before,  and  it  might  have  been  about  that  time. 

Question.  At  that  time  didn't  you  receive  duplicate  blanks,  or 
blanks  of  Senatorial  returns  and  Representative  returns? 

Ansioer.  I  received  it  from  some  source. 

Question.  You  did? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  did  you  receive  them  ? 

Answer.  It  came  to  me  by  mail,  I  think. 

Question.  It  came  to  you  by  mail? 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Where  did  it  come  to  you  by  mail  ? 

Answer.  Somerville,  I  think ;  that  is  where  all  my  mail  comes  to ; 
niy  boy  usually  brings  it  home. 

Question.  Where  was  the  letter  post  marked,  that  came  to  you? 

Answer.  I  didn't  notice  it ;  I  tliink  from  Augusta. 

Question.  You  say  from  Augusta? 
Answer.     1  do,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  did  you  receive  at  that  time,  according  to  your 
best  recollection,  beside  these  blank  returns? 

Anstoer.  I  received  something  similar  to  what  there  is  in  my  book 
there. 
Question.  Did  you  receive  a  letter? 
Answer.     1  think  not  a  written  letter,  but  it  might  have  been ; 

I  could  not  say,  for  I  merely  opened  it,  took  it  out,  made  a  copy 

Question.  What  was  that  that  you  received?    Was  it  a  direction 
in  relation  to  making  up  the  returns  ? 
Answer.  Merely  a  request  to  send  a  return,  I  think,  for  Senator. 
Question.  A  request  to  send  back  returns  for  Senator?* 
Answer.  Yes,  sir.  • 

Question.  You  had  already  made  up  one  set  of  returns  and 
brought  them  here,  had  you? 
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Answer,  Yes,  I  had. 

Question.  And  after  that,  about  the  middle  of  December ? 

Answer.  About  that,  I  think. 

Qtiestion.  About  that  time  you  received  another  set  of  blanks, 
with  a  request  to  fill  them  up,  and  send  them  here  to  Augusta? 

Answer.  One  blank. 

Question.  One  blank  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  With  a  request  to  fill  it  up  and  send  it  here  to  Augusta? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  there  might  have  been  two,  but  I  think  there 
was  but  one. 

Question.  What  has  become  of  that  letter? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  you. 

Question.  Have  you  destroyed  it? 

AnMoer.  No,  not  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Have  you  lost  it? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of.  I  know  the  way  it  came,  and  I  took 
it  and  sat  down  to  the  table  in  my  dining  room,  took  out  this  blank 
and  filled  it  up  in  a  hurry,  and  probably  I  left  the  envelope  on  the 
table. 

Question.  Into  what  did  you  put  that  blank? 

Anstoer.  I  put  it,  I  think,  into  a  plain  envelope. 

Question.  To  whom  did  you  direct  it? 

Answer.  That  is  another  question  that  I  cannot  answer. 

Question.  Do  you  say  you  have  no  recollection  to  whom  you 
directed  it? 

Anstoer.  I  can  say  so  if  it  was  the  last  words  I  spoke  on  the 
earth. 

Question.  To  w^iat  place  did  you  direct  it? 

Answer.  To  Augusta. 

Question.  To  Augusta? 

Anstoer.  1  think  so ;  yes  sir. 

Question.  But  you  cannot  tell  this  Committee  to  wBat  person  you 
directed  it,  can  you? 

Answer.  I  cannot ;  for  I  didn't  pay  attention  to  the  envelope  or 
anything  of  the  kind. 

Question.  Have  you  not  said  within  three  days  that  you  directed 
it  to  the  Secretary  of  State? 

Anstoer.  I  might  have  said  so. 

Question.  Was  it  or  not  true  that  you  did  direct  it  to  the  Secretary 
of  State? 
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Answer,  That  would  have  been  the  proper  place  to  direct  it. 
Question.  Have  you  any  doubt  that  you  directed  it  to  the  Secre- 
taiy  of  State,  or  the  Secretary  of  State's  office  here  at  Augusta? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  but  that  I  did  direct  it  to  the  Secretary  of 
State. 

Question.  Were  you  not  requested  Monday  by  members  of  this 
Committee  to  make  a  thorough  examination  for  that  letter? 
Answer-  Yes ;  I  have  been. 
Question.  Have  you  done  so? 
Answer.  Yes,  I  have. 
Question.  Who  was  present? 
Answer.  Albert  Soule ;  I  took  him  home  with  me. 
Question.  You  knew  you  had  made  up  one  return  and  sent  out 
here,  did  you  not? 
Answer.  I  did ;  yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  a  usual  thing  to  have  a  second  set  of  blanks  sent 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  or  from  Augusta,  with  directions  for  you 
to  make  up  a  new  return  and  send  it  here  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Had  it  ever  occurred  to  you  before  in  your  life  that  you 
remember  of? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  remember  the  reply  that  I  made  to  my  wife 
when  I  received  it. 
Question.  Will  you  state  what  it  was  ?« 

Answer.  I  told  her  that  I  guessed  that  in  my  original  return  that 
I  sent  out  here  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  there  might  have  been 
some  mistake. 
Question.  That  occurred  to  you  at  the  time? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  didn't  know  but  that  there  might  be  some 
mistake. 

Question.   You  have  examined   this   Senatorial  return  marked 
'^Ea^tbit  A,"  in  the  day  time,  have  you  not? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Can  you  discover,  or  do  you  say,  that  the  name  Andrew 
A.  B.  Smith  has  been  scraped  or  tampered  with  or  changed  from 
what  it  was  when  you  wrote  it? 

Answer.  If  it  has  I  cannot  see  any  change.  It  looks  as  though 
there  had  been  a  little  something  there. 

Question.  Whether  or  not  in  connection  with  the  "  T"  or  the 
middle  initial  letter  of  the  name  of  Isaac  T.  Hohson  there  appears 
to  be  an  erasure? 
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Anstoer,  That  is  the  way  I  generally  make  a  ''  T." 

Qjiestion.  I  ask  you  if  there  appears  to  be  an  efasore? 

Amufer.  It  seems  as  though  there  has  been  something,  but  it  is 
too  far  away. 

Question.  You  made  no  erasure  upon  it? 

Answer*  I  never  made  any  alterations. 

Question.  Whether  or  not  the  names  of  all  the  Selectmen  were 
signed  by  you  to  the  return  that  you  made  up  when  the  blank  was 
sent  you  in  the  middle  of  December  and  returned? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  you  mean  the  original  ? 

Question.  I  mean  the  one  that  you  made  up  in  December. 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  signed  the  Selectmen's  names. 

.Q^estion.  Did  you  fill  up  the  return? 

Answer.  The  return  I  sent  in  December? 

Q^estion.  Yes? 

Answer.  Yes,  eveiy  word  of  it. 

Question.  You  filled  up  every  word  of  it? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  that  was  in  your  handwriting? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  this  return  that  you  hold  in  your  hand  marked 
^^  Exhibit  A"  all  in  your  handwriting? 

Ansioer.  Yes,  every  word  of  it.  If  there  is  any  alteration  made 
in  any  letter,  I  never  mad^  any. 

Question.  With  the  exception  of  the  middle  initial  letter  of  Isaac 
T.  Hobson's  name,  and  the  word  "  iy  "  on  the  ^^ sixty ^''  do  you  see 
any  word  there  that  is  not  your  handwriting? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  nothing  except  that. 

Question.  Now,  have  you  any  reason  to  doubt  that  the  return 
which  you  hold  in  your  hand  (marked  ^^ Exhibit  A**)  is  the  return 
which  you  sa}^  you  made  up  and  sent  here  by  mail  about  the  middle 
of  December  last? 

Answer.  Now,  I  want  to  answer  that  properly ;  I  should  say  that 
in  my  first  return  it  was  ^^  Andrew  R.  O.  Smith.** 

Qy£Stion.  Have  you  any  reason  to  doubt  that  that  return  that  you 
hold  in  your  hand  marked  ^^ Exhibit  Aj  Q.  D.  B.^  Clerk  of  (Jom- 
mittee^**  is  the  return  that  you  made  out  and  sent  to  the  Secretary  oT 
State's  oflace  in  the  middle  of  December — have  you  any  doubt  in 
your  mind  ? 

Mr.  Bowler  :  But  that  this  is  the  identical  paper? 
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Question.  Yes,  upon  your  oath? 

Anawer.  I  wish  to  answer  that  question  as  though  I  never  was 
going  to  speak  but  one  word  of  truth  in  my  life ;  that  is  a  pretty  hard 
question  for  me  to  answer. 

Mr.  Hale  :  To  the  best  of  your  judgment. 

Annwer.  I  Mnd  of  have  thought — ^it  is  in  my  mind — ^that  this  may 
be  my  first  return ;  but  still,  I  would  not  say  that  it  is. 

Question.  Have  you  not  said  within  three  days  that  you  had  no 
doubt  that  that  was  the  return  that  you  sent  in  the  middle  of 
December? 

Anstoer.  I  don't  know  as  I  have  any  doubt  that  it  is ;  but  still,  it 
may  not  be  so. 

Mr.  Hale  :  You  don't  know  that  you  have  any  doubt  but  that  it 
is,  but  it  may  not  be  so. 

Question.  What  is  there  about  that  return  by  which  you  can 
identify  it  with  the  first  return  which  I  have  described,  and  which 
vou  have  described? 

Anmoer.  This  should  have  been  22.  G,  Smithy  instead  of  ^^  A.  E. 
SmUh.'' 

Question.  Now  my  question  is,  what  was  there  about  that  return 
that  you  hold  in  your  hand  marked  ^^ Exhibit  ^,"  that  you  can 
identify  it  as  being  the  return,  or  leads  you  to  think  that  it  is  the 
return,  that  you  say  you  made  up  at  the  town  meeting,  and  which 
contained  the  name  of  Andrew  B.  G.  Smithy  instead  of  the  name  of 
'''Andrew  A.  B.  Smith"  f 

Answer.  This  don't  identify  my  return. 

Question.  What  return  doesn't  it  identify  ? 

Answer.  This  don't  identify  the  true  record,  and  it  don't  identify 
the  statement  that  I  made  there. 

By  Msl.  hale  : 

Question.  You  mean  that  it  doesn't  agree  with  it? 

Answer.  Doesn't  agree  with  it. 

Question.  Does  the  return  which  you  hold  in  your  hand  marked 
''^Exhibit  Ay  G.  D.  B.y  Clerk  of  Committee"  agree  with  the  return 
which  you  say  you  made  up  in  town  meeting,  and  which  you  say 
contained  the  name  of  Andrew  B.  G.  Smith  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Hale.     You  want  to  be  careful  about  this  thing. 

Qfiestion.  Is  there  any  reason,  in  looking  at  that  return,  that, 
makes  you  think  it  is  the  first  return? 
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Answer.  No ;  it  ought  to  be  B.  O.  Smith  instead  of  "  -4.  jB." 

Mr.  Hale.  Precisely ;  that  is  the  reason  why  it  is  not  the  first 
return. 

Question.  Is  there  any  reason  in  that  paper  that  makes  you  think 
it  is  the  first  return? 

Mr.  Hale.  You  are  giving  reasons  all  the  time  why  it  is  not  the 
first  return. 

Question.  Isn't  it  your  belief  and  judgment  that  that  is  the  second 
return? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  should  say  that  it  must  be ;  I  want  to  speak  just 
right,  and  answer  you  correctly,  whether  it  is  for  or  against  me ;  I 
am  not  going  to  tell  anything  falsely  if  I  know  it. 

Question.  You  think  it  cannot  be  the  first  return,  because  it 
doesn't  have  the  letters  correctly,  and  you  wrote  it  all  and  signed 
it,  and  therefore  it  must  be  the  second  return  must  it  not? 

Answer.  Well,  it  looks  so. 

Question.  Have  you  any  doubt  about  it  in  your  mind? 

Answer.  I  might  have  a  doubt  and  that  doubt  might  be  wrong ; 
but  I  do  have  doubts  about  that  being  the  first  paper  that  I  signed. 

Question.  You  don't  think  it  is  the  first  paper  do  you  ? 

Answer.  I  could  not  have  made  that  mistake. 

Question.  Then  if  it  is  not  the  first  paper  it  is  a  paper  signed  by 
you,  isn't  it? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Then  it  must  be  the  second  paper,  musn't  it? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  you  made  that  paper? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  And  3'ou  never  made  but  two? 

Answer.  Yes,  I  made  the  third  one. 

By  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Question.  You  were  called  upon  to  make  an  attested  copy,  by  Dr. 
Smith? 

Answer.  Dr.  Smith  sent  a  blank  to  Mr.  Soule,  the  postmaster ;  he 
sent  for  me  to  come  over,  and  I  went  over ;  took  the  papers  and 
went  home,  and  took  it  from  the  record. 

By  Mr.  HALE : 

Question.  That  was  when  Dr.  Smith  was  getting  testimony? 
Answer.  Yes,  I  suppose  so. 
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By  Mb.  STROUT  : 

Qiuestion.  When  he  was  getting  testimony  to  appear  before  the 
Grovemoi'  and  Cooncil  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  I  suppose  so. 

Question.  That  was  not  this  paper? 

Answer.  That  was  not  the  pap>er. 

Question.  That  had  your  certificate  of  justice  upon  it? 

Answer.  I  signed  it  before  Mr.  Soule,  and  certified  to  it. 

Question.  That  is  the  third  one  you  spoke  of  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Bt  Mr.  hale  : 

Question.  Aside  trom  that  you  never  made  but  two  returns — aside 
from  that  matter  when  Dr.  Smith  was  getting  evidence  ? 

Answer.  That  is  all. 

Que^ion.  You  never  made  but  two  returns  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  This  is  one  of  them? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  So  this  must  be  the  second? 

Answer.  It  must  be,  yes  sir ;  because  I  took  it  right  from  the 
record. 

By  Mr.  STROUT : 

Questwn.  Were  you  here  at  Augusta  after  fUmishing  the  first 
return  in  September? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  didn't  come  out  here  for  some  length  of  time 
after  that. 

Question.  How  often  have  yon  been  here  from  the  time  you  made 
the  first  return  down  to  the  present? 

Answer.  I  haven't  been  here  to  the  State  House  but  once  or 
twice,  I  think,  before  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature.  I  came  out 
here  by  Dr.  Smith's  request ;  he  wanted  me  to  be  here  ;  I  came  out 
the  sixth  day,  Tuesday  before  the  Legislature  was  to  meet  on 
Wednesday.  Why  I  came  out,  our  postmaster  said  there  was  to  be 
a  caucus  in  the  evening,  and  he  wanted  to  be  here,  and  I  came  out 
with  him.  He  said  Smith  wanted  me  to  come  out  and  be  here  Wed- 
nesday ;  and  I  came  out  and  brought  my  record  out  here  and  stayed 
here  from  Tuesday  until  Saturday  afternoon  about  four  o'clock,  when 
I  went  home,  and  came  out  again  the  next  week  and  was  here  three 
days ;  I  came  out  for  the  purpose  of  exhibiting  my  record. 
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Question.  Have  you  not  been  oat  at  other  times  besides  that? 

Answer.  Yes ;  been  out  here  since.  * 

Question.  Are  you  acquainted  with  Captain  Black  ? 

Answer,  I  am. 

Question.  What  is  his  name  ? 

Answer.  R.  W.  Black. 

Qtf^^ton.  Have  you  seen  him  this  fall  frequently? 

Answer.  I  have  seen  him  along,  yes. 

Question.  Have  you  had  some  conversation  with  him  in  relation 
to  these  matters  of  counting  out  and  returns  ? 

Answer.  I  have  not. 

Question.  Never? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  might  have  spoken  of  it, — ^what  was  going  on 
up  to  the  State  House ;  but  no  conversation  about  it. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  had  any  conversation  with  any  person 
here  in  the  State  House  at  Augusta,  in  relation  to  the  returns  or 
counting  out? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  that  I  know  of;  I  might  have  heard  people 
talking  about  their  counting  out  and  so  on. 

Question.  Was  the  blank  which  was  sent  you  in  the  middle  of 
December  that  you  made  out,  in  the  form  of  the  blanks  that  you  had 
received  before  from  the  Secretary  of  State's  office  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  the  same  thing ;  the  same  thing  or  a  duplicate. 

By  Mr.  HALE : 

Question.  Was  not  there  an  envelope  sent  to  you  in  which  to 
return  the  blank  ?  Some  one  was  saying  the  other  day  there  was  an 
envelope  sent  in  which  to  return  the  blank  after  it  was  filled  out. 

Anstver.  No,  sir,  I  think  not.  If  so,  I  don't  recollect ;  I  think  not. 
[Envelope  produced  by  witness  from  book  of  records.] 

Question.  Was  the  letter  you  received  in  the  same  handwriting 
that  is  on  the  back  of  the  envelope  which  you  now  produce  ? 

Answer.  Something  similar  to  it. 

Question.  Was  the  letter  that  you  received  with  the  blank  which 
you  say  you  had  from  Augusta  the  middle  of  December,  in  the  same 
handwriting  as  the  letter  which  is  now  produced  here  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  seem  to  recollect ;  merely  took  it,  opened  it,  a%d 
copied  it,  and  left  the  envelope  and  paper  on  the  table  there  in  the 
room,  carelessly,  being  in  a  hurry,  and  I  have  never  seen  it,  but  I 
supposed  it  was  in  this  book  [town  record]. 
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Question.  Do  yoa  say  that  the  letter  which  you  received  was  like 
the  letter  which  you  now  produce  ?  Was  there  a  printed  head  on 
the  letter? 

Answer.  Something  similar  to  that  [letter]  that  came  in  with  the 
blank. 

Mr.  STBOirr:  He  means  the  letter  marked  ^^E'*  when  he  says 
"like  that." 

Q^estion.  Do  yoa  recollect  that  there  was  a  printed  head  to  it? 

Answer.  I  should  say  there  was  a  printed  head ;  yes,  sir. 

Q^estion.  Do  you  think  that  it  purported  to  come  from  the  offloe 
of  the  Secretaiy  of  State,  according  to  your  best  recollection  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  now,  hardly  how  to  answer ;  but  that  is 
where  I  suppose  it  came  from. 

Question.  And  is  there  where  you  made  your  return  of  your 
second  blank? 

Answer.  I  don't  want  to  make  a  part  of  a  statement  and  have  to 
correct  it ;  but  it  seems  to  me  that  I  was  not  to  direct  it  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  but  I  don't  know  but  that  I  did.  It  seems 
as  though  I  was  not  requested  to  direct  it  to  the  Secretary  of 
State. 

Question.  Haven't  you  said  within  two  or  three  days  tnat  you  did? 

Answer.  Yes,  I  think  I  have ;  I  had  rather  rectify  myself  than  to 
be  too  positive  about  it.  It  was  my  intention  to  direct  this  return  I 
made  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  That  is  where  I  supposed  it  was 
sent  for.  And  I  supposed  there  was  some  error  between  the  Clerk's 
retom  and  the  official  return  that  the  Selectmen's  names  were  to. 

By  Mr.  INGALLS  : 

Question.  Do  you  remember  at  the  town  meeting  of  conversation 
between  you  and  Morrill  Glidden  in  regard  to  the  returns  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  seem  to ;  no,  sir ;  I  will  tell  you  before  I  answer 
any  questions ;  we  had  a  pretty  noisy  time  there ;  they  got  to  quar- 
reling and  fighting  and  pulling  hair — almost  got  into  it.  There  was 
a  kind  of  excitable  time  there,  and  they  were  all  a  little  flustered. 

Question.  Was  there  anything  said  about  the  name  of  Dr.  Smith 
— ^how  you  should  write  it? 

Answer.  I  have  understood  that  Glidden  says  there  was ;  but  I 
don't,  recollect  it. 

Question.  You  know,  then,  what  he  does  say,  do  you? 

Answer.  I  heard  that  he  said  he  told  me  that  Smith  wanted  him 
to  see  that  his  name  was  right — Andrew  R.  G,  Smith. 
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Question.  Do  you  remember  his  saying  anything  about  how  you 
should  make  the  letter  G  f 

Answer.  I  think  I  know  enough  to  make  the  letter  O  without  any- 
body telling  me  about  it. 

Question*  Did  you  seal  up  your  return  in  open  town  meeting  that 
night? 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  didn't ;  I  did  not  have  time  to  make  them  all 
out.  The  Selectmen  had  ballots  like  this  [producing  ballot]  ;  that  is 
what  I  made  my  record  from.  And  there  were  some  half-dozen  there 
that  bothered  me  some,  wanting  me  to  give  it  to  them  correctly ;  and 
I  gave  them  a  duplicate  of  what  I  made  my  record  from.  The  Select- 
men said  it  was  all  right,  and  I  made  my  record  from  them.  I  always 
have  for  quite  a  number  of  years ;  and  the  Selectmen  have  always 
told  me  to  make  out  the  returns  according  to  the  figures  I  had  on 
the  ballots.  And  I  didn't  have  time  to  make  them  in  the  town  meet- 
ing ;  I  did  so  this  year. 

Question.  There  is  a  little  inaccuracy  in  this  affidavit,  isn't  there  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  made  a  statement  of  that  before  I  swore  to 
it.  I  told  them  I  would  swear  to  it  all,  except  that  it  was  not  in 
open  town  meeting,  and  not  signed  by  the  Selectmen,  for  I  did  that 
myself. 

Question.  And  did  it  after  the  meeting  adjourned? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  told  Smith,  and  Smith  dictated  this,  and  I 
wrote  it  right  out  Just  as  it  is  now,  and  I  signed  it  as  Town  Clerk  ; 
and  he  asked  me  if  I  would  swear  to  it.  I  ^told  him  I  would  swear 
to  it  with  the  exception  of  its  being  signed  by  the  Selectmen,  and 
being  sealed  up  in  open  town  meeting.  I  wrote  it  all  by  his  dicta- 
tion ;  he  worded  it,  and  I  wrote  it. 

Question.  Did  you  sign  and  swear  to  it? 

Answer.  I  signed  and  swore  to  it,  with  the  exception  of  that.  I 
made  that  remark,  that  I  could  not  swear  to  it  unless  he  would  waive 
that. 

Question.  Didn't  you,  when  you  signed  and  swore  to  that,  swear 
to  the  whole? 

Answer.  I  suppose  you  would  so  consider  it. 

Question.  In  regard  to  the  two  returns ;  are  you  quite  sure  you 
made  two  returns— duplicate  returns  ? 

Answer.  I  think  I  made  two  returns ;  yes,  sir. 

Question.  For  officers  ? 

Answer.  They  sent  to  me  for  a  copy  of  the  record — a  statement 
of  the  record. 
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• 

QuesHon.  Who  sent  to  yon? 

Answer.  This  came  to  me  when  this  bhink  came  to  me  to  fill  out. 

Question.  What  was  it  to  be  filled  for? 

Answer.  For  a  copy  of  the  return  for  Senator. 

Question.  Anything  besides  the  Senator? 

Answer.  I  don't  recollect  as  there  was. 

Question.  Then  let  me  understand  about  this ;  look  at  that  paper 
marked  ^^B,"  and  tell  me  whether  or  not  that  is  your  first  return — 
the  one  you  delivered  at  the  Secretary  of  State's  office? 

Answer.  Do  you  want  to  know  if  this  is  the  original  return?  I 
never  made  out  but  one  of  that  kind. 

Question.  Then  you  say  that  is  the  one  that  you  delivered  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  is  it? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  it  must  be. 

Mr.  Hale.    That  is  the  Representative  return? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  is  it  about  that  one  marked  *^D"9 

Answer.  I  never  made  out  but  one  of  that. 

Question.  Now  look  at  that  marked  ^^A^*'  and  tell  me  about  that ; 
when  did  you  make  that? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  you. 

Question.  Is  that  the  one  you  delivered  on  the  ninth  of  September  ? 

Answer.  I  said  once  I  didn't  think  it  was ;  still,  it  may  be. 

Question.  How  does  it  happen  that  that  name  is  Andrew  A.  B. 
SmUh? 

Answer.  It  is  a  mistake  in  me. 

Question.  You  say  it  is  a  mistake? 

Answer.  Yes,  I  do  say  it  is  a  mistake. 

QuesHon.  Didn't  you  intend  to  write  it  so? 

Aji9wer.  No,  sir ;  I  didn't. 

Question,  Didn't  you  know  Dr.  Smith's  name  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  I  knew  it ;  but  I  very  often  called  him  A.  R.G. 
Smith.     I  know  his  name  is  Andrew  R.  G.  Smith. 

Question.  But  there  iano  G  there  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  it  should  be  B.  O.  instead  of  "-4.  JR.";  I  don't  wish 
it  to  be  understood  that  I  want  to  make  a  word  of  false  statement ; 
bat  that  is  a  mistake  in  me,  recollect,  whenever  it  was. 

Question.  Now  is  this  the  true  number  of  votes — one  hundred  and 
thirty 4hree  votes? 
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Answer.  Yes,  that  is  the  highest. 

Question.  What  is  the  difference  between  that  return  and  the  one 
you  first  made  ? 

Answer,  No  difference,  any  more  than  the  name. 

Question.  Whose  name? 

An.swer.  ^''A.  B.*'  instead  of  ^^ Andrew  B.  O. ;"  that  is  a  mistake 
in  me. 

Question.  Was  there  anything  in  the  letter  which  yon  received, 
giving  you  that  name? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  there  in  the  letter? 

Ansfwer.  I  coold  not  tell  you  now ;  I  but  Just  saw  it. 

Question.  Was  it  a  printed  letter? 

Answer.  It  was  something  similar,  I  should  say,  to  that  [a  paper 
which  the  witness  takes  from  the  table]. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  that  paper  that  was  sent  to 
you  didn't  contain  the  name  of  Andrew  A.  R.  Smith  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Didn't  contain  that? 

An^oer.  No,  sir ;  that  is  a  mistake  of  mine.  If  there  is  anything 
wrong  in  this  matter  as  far  as  neglect  or  carelessness  is  concerned, 
ot  mistake — it  is  mine,  I  am  sorry  to  say. 

Question.  What  was  the  object  of  getting  the  second  return? 

Answer.  1  don't  see. 

Question.  Haven't  you  any  knowledge  at  all? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  haven't. 

Question.  And  did  you  intend  to  write  tiiat  name  correctly? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  this  is  the  first  time  that  anything  ever  came 
up  but  that  was  right  with  my  record. 

By  Mb.  COOK : 

Question.  The  first  mistake  you  ever  made? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Br  Mr.  INGALLS  : 

Question.  Where  was  this  return  made? 

Answer.  At  my  house,  in  my  dining  room. 

Question.  Where  did  you  keep  your  Clerk's  Book? 

Answer.  In  a  secretary  I  have  in  my  house. 

Question.  You  have  known  Mr.  Smith  for  years  ? 

Answer.  I  have  seen  him  occasionally ;  I  never  was  acquainted 
with  him  any  more  than  I  have  been  with  some  other  men  who  have 
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lived  six,  eight,  ten  or  a  dozen  miles  from  my  place ;  be  never  was 
mj  famOj  physician,  bat  I  have  seen  him  occasionally ;  I  went  to 
him  to  get  one  or  two  affidavits  five  or  six  years  ago.  Within  the 
past  two  years  I  have  been  quite  well  acquainted  with  him ;  his 
name  is  Andrew  R,  G.  Smith.  I  don't  know  what  the  initials  are 
for;  my  records  are  here  now — ^there  is  the  book.  I  have  been 
Clerk,  I  don't  how  many  years  since,  first  chosen  in  eighteen  hundred 
and  fifty-six ;  I  have  been  Clerk  some  four  or  five  years  past ;  I 
always  take  pride  in  having  my  records  correct,  and  I  had  rather 
lose  the  last  hundred  dollars  I  had  in  the  world  than  to  have  a  mis'^ 
take  like  this  come  up ;  I  feel  bad  about  it,  but  I  cannot  help  it ;  it  is 
my  n^Iigence  or  something  of  that  kind. 

Questwn.  What  are  your  politics  ? 

Aiiswer.  I  have  always  been  a  Republican ;  I  have  been  a  Repub- 
lican— ^for  I  don't  know  how  many  years,  and  I  may  continue  so  and 
I  may  change, — ^I  cannot  tell. 

By  Mr.  COOK : 

Question.  You  said  you  could  not  remember  anything  there  was 
in  that  letter? 

Ansioer,  I  don't  seem  to ;  I  took  the  envelope  off  it  and  took  out 
the  blank. 

Question,  Did  you  know  what  they  wanted  with  that  blank,  in  re- 
gard to  the  December  transaction  ? 

Answer.  It  was  something  similar  to  these  papers  here,  [referring 
to  papers  on  the  table] . 

Question.  If  you  received  a  blank  after  you  had  made  out  a  re- 
turn, what  would  you  think  or  expect  it  was  for,  if  you  had  no  in- 
structions ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know — ^that  is  the  thing  of  it. 

Question.  You  say  you  never  made  any  mistakes  ? 

Ansicer.  Hardly  ever,  unless  I  did  it  accidentally. 

Question.  Now  cannot  you  remember  a  thing  that  was  in  that  let- 
ter? You  say  you  never  received  a  second  blank  return  before,  and 
yet  cannot  remember  anything  about  it. 

Answer.  I 'didn't  think  it  amounted  to  much  any  way ;  I  thought 
there  might  be  some  clerical  error  of  mine  between  the  clerk's  return 
and  some  papers  I  had  sent  that  were  sealed  up  and  signed  by  the 
Selectmen ;  I  didn't  know  but  that  there  might  be  something  wrong, 
and  they  wrote  to  me  to  find  out — see  whether  it  was  my  mistake. 
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By  Mr.  STROUT  ; 

Q^e8t^on.  This  was  only  six  weeks  ago? 
Answer.  It  was  some  time  in  December. 
Question,  Do  you  receive  many  letters  ? 
Answer.  Yes ;  I  get  as  much  mail  as  most  anybody. 

By  Mr.  COOK : 

Question.  How  many  men  besides  the  Selectmen  received  from 
you  that  day  those  ballots  with  the  votes  carried  out  on  them  ? 

Answer.  Albert  L.  Soule  was  one ;  Morrill  Glidden  always  takes 
one ;  Josiah  Bruce  always  gets  one,  and  his  son,  Oakes  Bruce,  and 
I  think  George  Piper. 

Question.  You  are  pretty  sure  of  those? 

Answer.  I  am  pretty  sure  of  those  four ;  that  is  something  they 
always  do— I  remember  that  plainly. 

Question.  Don't  you  remember  that  Glidden  stood  right  by  your 
side  when  one  of  the  Selectmen  was  on  the  other  side  of  you,  and 
told  you  that  Mr.  Smith  asked  him  to  see  that  his  name  was  made 
right,  as  he  had  several  initials,  and  don't  you  remember  that  he 
said  to  you  that  the  G  looked  like  a  '^  C"  and  asked  you  to  correct 
it? 

Answer.  What  I  say  I  have  got  to  answer  positively ;  and  since 
you  have  spoken,  it  seems  to  me  as  though  he  did  speak  to  me 
something  about  it ;  but  the  words  he  used  I  cannot  tell  you. 

Question.  To  satisfy  him  didn't  you  make  a  good  G  right  there  ? 

Answer.  I  never  make  a  bad  G  very  often ;  I  make  them  in  such 
a  way  that . 

Question.  You  are  pretty  sure  he  spoke  to  you  about  the  G? 

Answer.  I  won't  say  he  did  not ;  I  don't  want  to  say  he  did  not ; 
if  I  was  going  to  say,  I  have  an  impression  that  he  did  say  some- 
thing— ^but  I  don't  want  to  swear  positively. 

Question.  Would  you  be  pretty  sure  that  there  was  a  G  there,  if 
he  had  spoken  to  you  about  it? 

Answer.  I  think  there  must  have  been  a  G  in  it. 

Question.  Wouldn't  you  be  willing  to  take  your  oath  that  there 
was  a  G  in  there  when  you  made  up  that ? 

Answer.  I  should  give  my  oath  twice  that  there  was,  where  I 
wouldn't  once  that  there  was  not. 

Question.  With  your  recollection  of  what  he  said  to  you  about  it, 
won't  you  now  be  wiUing  to  swear  that  there  was  a  G  in  it? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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BtMr.  HALE: 

Question.  When  you  got  the  blank  of  the  second  return,  which 
yon  Med  out,  with  the  letter  accompanying  which  had  the  heading 
which  yoQ  have  described,  you  got  that  from  the  post-office,  did 
you? 

Ansvser.  No ;  I  didn't  get  it  fi*om  the  post-office ;  my  boy  brought, 
my  mail  to  me. 

Question.  Then  you  got  it  at  your  house  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Where  you  were? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  the  town  records  were  there  in  the  house  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  locked  up ;  I  kept  them  locked  up. 

Que^Aion.  Now,  as  soon  as  you  had  got  the  blank  return  and  read 
the  letter,  did  you  sit  down  and  fill  it  out? 

Answer.  I  sat  right  down  to  the  table  before  I  stopped  to  read  off 
anything  else,  and  copied  it. 

Question.  Then  you  went  first  and  got  your  book? 

Answer.  I  unlocked  my  desk  and  took  this  very  book  out,  [book 
lying  open  before  witness] . 

Question.  And  opened  at  that  page  which  contains  your  record  of 
the  meeting  of  September,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  the  return  that  you  had  was  for  Senatorial  votes? 

Anstcer.  Yes, — ^Lincoln  county. 

Question.  And  you  looked  at  the  return  to  see  what  it  was? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  did. 

Question.  You  looked  at  the  return  here  now — ^that  return  reads : 
^^For  Andrew  R,  Q.  Smithy  seventy-two ^  72"  votes,  does  it  not? 

Answer.    Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  any  possibility  of  mistake,  that  that  was 
''^Andrew  B.  O.  Smith"  in  the  book? 

Answer.  No,  that  is  ^^  12.  O" 

Question.  And  you  made  the  return  from  this  book,  did  you  not? .' 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Que^Um.  And  this  is  in  your  handwriting? 

Answer.  That  is  my  handwriting. 

Question.  And  you  made  the  return  at  once  ? 

Answer.  Made  out  right  immediately,  within  fi.ve  minntes. 

Question.  And  sent  it  right  off  at  once? 
6 
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Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  you  had  this  book  before  you  ? 

Answer.  I  had  that  book,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  didn't  you,  at  the  time,  make  the  mistake  and 
write  it  ^^ Andrew  A.  B.  Smith"? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  had  before  you  at  that  time  this  book  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Which  we  have  here  now  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  "Which  reads  "  Andrew  R.  O.  Smith"? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  you  had  before  you  the  blank  return  which  you 
fiUedup? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qu£stion.  And  the  letter  which  accompanied  the  blank  return? 

Answer.  That  was  in  the  envelope. 

Qu^ion.  You  had  read  that  before  you  made  the  return? 

Answer.  I  looked  and  saw  what  the  request  was. 

Question.  Was  anybody  else  there  ? 

Answer.  My  wife,  that  was  all. 

Question.  Nobody  else? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Nobody  to  disturb  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  the  little  girl  and  boy. 

Question.  No  crowd?  Nothing  to  disturb  you? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  had  ample  time  to  do  it? 

Answer.  No,  I  didn't ;  I  was  in  a  hurry ;  my  horse  was  all  har- 
nessed to  go  away. 

Question.  Nothing  in  the  house  to  disturb  you? 

Ansioer.  Nothing  more  than  common  business  hurried  me. 

Question.  And  you  made  it  out  and  made  that  mistake :  ^^ Andrew 
A.E.SmUh"? 

Answer.  I  made  that  mistake. 

Question.  Then  you  sealed  it  up  and  sent  it  to  tiie  address  you 
received  it  from? 

Answer.  Yes,  I  sent  it  somewhere. 

Question.  That  day? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  whether  I  sent  it  that  day ;  I  put  it  in  ray 
pocket. 
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Question.  Did  you  take  it  to  anybody  else  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  after  that  did  you  oome  to  Augusta? 

Answer.  I  don't  know ;  I  could  not  tell  3''ou. 

Question.  Whom  did  you  see  when  you  came  to  Augusta  next 
afterwards?    See  Captain  Black? 

Ansu>er.  I  won't  say  whether  I  did  or  not. 

Question.  Do  j'ou  think  you  have  been  to  Augusta  at  all  within 
the  last  two  or  three  months  when  you  haven't  seen  Captain  Black  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  have  been  out  here  a  number  of  times  and  been 
to  his  office,  and  he  was  not  in. 

Question.  Did  you  oome  out  here  at  any  time  when  you  didn't 
go  to  his  office  to  see  him  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  I  have  been  out  here  when  I  didn't  have  time  to 
call ;  I  have  been  in  his  office  when  he  had  a  clerk  in  there  and 
Black  was  not  in. 

Question.  You  are  quite  intunate  with  him  and  talk  things  over 
fireely  with  him? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  nothing  of  politics. 

Question.  Don't? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  only  about  our  business — some  pension  assist- 
ance. 

Question.  You  were  up  here  yesterday  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  See  him  yesterday? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Seen  him  to-day  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  I  saw  him  pass  me  to  his  supper  at  the  Augusta 
House ;  that  is  all. 

Question.  Did  you  see  him  yesterday  to  have  any  talk  with  him  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  anything  more  than  I  went  in  to  get  a  writing 
which  he  agreed  to  send  me  a  week  ago  last  Monday. 

Question.  You  had  some  business  with  him  ? 

Answer.  Yes;  and  he  never  sent  it  to  me,  and  I  called  there 
yesterday  and  asked  him  if  he  had  got  that  requirement  made,  and 
he  said  no,  he  hadn't  got  it  quite  finished ;  he  says,  ^^  You  come  in 
at  half-past  two  and  I  will  have  it  ready  for  you." 

Question.  Do  you  think  you  ever  before  or  since,  in  writing  Dr. 
Smith's  name,  wrote  it  Andrew  A.R.Smith^  except  in  that  one  return  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  that  I  ever  did. 

Question.  Do  3'ou  believe  that  you  ever  did? 
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Answer.  I  don't  think  I  ever  did. 

Question.  You  have  no  reason  to  believe  yon  ever  did? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  don't  know  as  I  have. 

By  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Question.  Did  you  have  your  record  before  you  when  you  made  out 
this  name  of  ^^Issac  F.  Hobson"? 

Answer.  I  hardly  think  I  ever  made  an  "jP"  in  that,  but  I  might. 

Question.  Haven't  you  looked  at  this  with  a  glass  in  the  daytime  ? 

Answer*  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Haven't  you  stated  you  had  no  doubt  that  that  was  an 
^^F,"  and  that  something  had  been  scratched? 

Answer.  Yes,  I  think  something  has  been  scratched  out  there,  but 
it  is  a 'T"  now. 

Question.  Have  you  any  doubt  that  was  made  originally  an  "jP"? 

Answer.  It  has  the  appearance  of  that. 

Question.  Now,  when  you  wrote  that  letter  did  you  not  have  be- 
fore you  the  record  showing  ^^ Isaac  T.  Hobson"? 

Answer.  My  book  laid  before  me,  and  I  took  my  paper,  and  I 
looked  at  the  figures. 

Mr.  Ingalls.  You  got  the  figures  "7^"  and  "6i"  tcom  that 
book? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  been  connected  with  Black  in  tiie  pension 
business  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  long? 

Answer.  For  quite  a  number  of  years ;  not  greatly  connected,  but 
some  little  business.  People  have  made  applications  for  pensions, 
and  they  would  get  me  to  answer  the  requirements  for  them,  and  I 
have  been  to  his  office  and  got  papers  for  them. 

Que^ion.  Now,  did  you  know  Isaac  T.  Hobson's  name? 

Anstoer.  1  never  saw  the  man  in  my  life ;  I  don't  know  but  that  I 
have  seen  him. 

Question.  You  say  you,  were  a  Republican ;  have  you  always  voted 
the  Republican  ticket? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  All  of  it? 

Ansioer.  No ;  for  County  Officers  occasionally  I  have  carried  for 
some  special  Mends. 
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Question.  Didn't  you  vote  a  year  ago  a  Greenback  ticket  with  the 
exception  of  two  names  on  it? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Are  you  sure  of  that? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Or  within  a  year  haven't  you  carried  such  a  ticket? 

Ansfoer.  Greenback  ticket? 

Question.  Yes ;  the  Democratic  ticket? 

Answer.  Ask  me  the  question. 

Question.  Have  you  not  within  a  year  carried  either  the  Demo- 
cratic or  Greenback  ticket? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Other  than  the  Republican  ticket  I  mean,  all  but  two 
names? 

Anstoer.  No,  sir ;  I  wish  to  be  understood  by  every  man  in  the 
State  House  that  I  carried — ^I  wiU  show  you  the  ticket  I  carried  if 
it  is  here — [witness  takes  from  the  table  a  ballot.]  There  is  one 
that  I  carried,  if  you  wish  to  see  it. 

Bt  Mb.  hale  : 

Question.  You  threw  this  vote  for  Edward  K.  Hall  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  don't  know  whether  Republicans  or  Green- 
backers  ;  but  that  is  the  vote  I  carried.    I  know  I  voted  that  vote. 

Bt  Mr.  HILL: 

Question.  Do  you  mean  to  say  you  voted  the  straight  Republican 
ticket  last  £all  ? 

Answer.  I  carried  that  ticket. 

By  Mr.  HALE : 

Question.  Please  read  the  names  of  the  men  you  voted  for  last 
fall? 

Answer.  [Witness  reads  from  a  ballot:]  ^^For  Governor^  Daniel 
F.  Davis.  For  Senator^  Andrew  R.  G.  Smith.  For  County 
Attorney^  Charles  H.  Fisher.  County  CommiMsioner^  Andrew  Pat- 
terson^ Jr.  County  Treasurer^  Lincoln  W.  Gibbe.  Representative 
to  the  Legislature^  Edward  K.  HaU."  If  I  didn't  carrj^  that  vote  I 
never  voted  in  my  life,  and  I  am  over  fifty  years  old. 

By  Mr.  INGALLS  : 

Question.  You  don't  mean  this  particular  ballot? 
Answer.  No,  sir,  I  don't ;  a  vote  with  those  names.    Those  are 
my  principles  whether  right  or  wrong. 
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By  Mr.  HILL : 

Question.  You  sa}^  you  received  a  letter?  When  you  received 
that  letter,  you  had  in  your  mind  that  there  might  be  some  clerical 
error  that  they  wanted  corrected? 

Animer.  Certainly ;  yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  at  that  time  you  took  the  blank  out  and  filled  it, 
did  you  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Can  you  give  any  reason  why  you  should  not  have  been 
very  particular  and  got  it  correct? 

Answer.  It  seems  that  I  ought ;  but  I  must  say  I  didn't  do  it. 

Question.  If  an\'  one  had  told  you  you  hadn't  made  it  ^''Andrew 
R.  O,  Smith"  what  would  you  have  told  them? 

Answer.  I  should  have  told  them  I  had  unless  greatly  mistaken ; 
I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  made  that  mistake. 

Question.  When  your  attention  was  caUed  to  the  question,  you 
thought  that  was  the  purpose  of  the  letter? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  it  may  look  inconsistent  to  every  gentleman 
here  that  what  I  state  is  as  it  is,  but  I  cannot  state  ami;hing  differ- 
ent ;  because  if  there  is  an^'thing  wrong  done  and  I  have  done  any- 
thing wrong  I  am  willing  to  suffer  the  consequence  of  it.  K  I  have 
done  anything  wrong  I  am  innocent  in  it ;  and  I  should  &&y  so  if  I 
knew  I  never  should  live  to  get  out  of  this  State  House.  And  the 
man  who  would  throw  out  insinuation  to  defraud  me,  to  get  any- 
thing wrong  out  of  me,  to  deprive  me  of  what  I  thought  was  right 
and  just,  let  him  be  who  he  may,  I  should  have  a  poor  opinion  of. 

By  Mr.  COOK : 

Question.  You  say  you  made  a  mistake,  after  receiving  this  letter? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  say  you  are  a  man  not  caught  in  a  mistake  before 
since  you  have  been  Town  Clerk  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  that  I  have  been ;  I  know  it  looks  hard, 
and  seems  as  though  I  am  in  a  hard  place ;  but  as  I  am  I  want  to 
tell  the  truth  whether  for  me  or  against  me ;  and  what  I  state  is 
true. 

By  Mr.  SPRINGER : 

Question.  When  you  brought  the  first  return  here,  how  many 
men  were  in  the  Secretary  of  State's  ofl3ce  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know.     I  should  think  some  four. 

Question.  Did  you  know  any  one  of  those  men  ? 
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Answer.  Not  by  name. 

Question.  Did  you  know  them  by  sight? 

Answer,  I  had  seen  them  there  before. 

Question.  Seen  them  in  the  office  before? 

Answer.  Yes,  I  think  I  had. 

Question,  Did  you  ask  any  one  of  them  for  the  Secretar}'  of  State  ? 

Answer.  They  were  sitting  in  there  and  opening  papers  and  look- 
ing them  over. 

Question.  Did  you  hand  the  return  to  any  particular  man  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  laid  them  on  the  table,  and  I  think  one  man 
reached  out  his  hand  and  took  the  papers.  I  didn't  inquire  for  the 
Secretary  of  State.   I  said  I  had  brought  out  the  returns  for  our  town. 

Question.  You  didn't  know  the  position  any  man  occupied  there  ? 

Answer.  No,  I  don't  know  who  the  Secretary  was,  nor  the  Assist- 
ant Secretary  or  Deputy.     I  didn't  know  his  name. 

By  Mb.  COOK. 

Question.  Did  Captain  Black  know  of  your  coming  in  before  this 
Conunittee  ? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Has  he  ever  said  anything  to  you  about  it? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  haven't  seen  him  for  almost  a  fortnight. 

Question.  You  said  you  saw  him  yesterday  ? 

Answer.  I  did ;  I  went  into  his  office  and  asked  him  if  he  had  those 
papers,  and  he  said  ''  No ;  I  have  been  busy ;  I  have  been  prevented 
from  touching  them."  I  says,  "Captain,  I  suppose  you  have; 
can't  you  make  them  out  so  I  can  have  them  right  away."  He  saj^s, 
*'  Come  in  at  half-past  two  and  you  can  have  them."  If  he  knew 
I  was  coming  here  he  had  been  following  me  or  asking  somebody 
else,  for  I  never  told  him.     I  haven't  named  about  this  matter. 

David  Chadwick,  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  ? 

Answer.  Somerville. 

Question.  You  are  one  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  town  of  Somerville  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  For  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  were  you  present  at  the  election? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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Question.  Held  at  what  place  ? 

Answer.  Number  Two  School  House. 

Question.  Joe  Bruce  School  House? 

Answer.  Sometimes  goes  by  the  name  of  '' Moore's  School 
House ;"  "  Number  Two  School  House." 

Question.  Were  you  present  when  the  Senatorial  and  Representa- 
tive returns  were  made  up  for  the  town  of  Somerville  to  return  to 
the  Secretary  of  State's  office? 

Answer.  I  didn't  see  them  made  up. 

Question.  Did  you  see  the  Town  Clerk  writing  upon  the  blanks  ? 

Ansu>er.  No,  I  could  not  say  for  a  certainty  that  I  did. 

Question.  Give  us  3'our  best  recollection  ? 

Ansv)er.  I  can  tell  you  what  the  circumstances  were.  I  spoke  to 
Bowler  about  making  out  the  returns.  Said  I  to  him,  ^^  I  suppose 
these  ought  to  be  made  out  here."  And  he  said  it  had  been  the 
custom  for  twenty  years  for  him  to  take  them  home  and  make  them 
out ;  and  I  submitted  to  custom. 

Question.  Did  you  authorize  him  at  that  time  to  sign  your  name? 

Answer.     I  supposed  he  would,  of  course,  sign  them. 

Question.  Did  you  give  him  any  authority  to  do  so? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  At  that  time  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  know  anything  about  a  second  set  of  returns? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  3'ou  ever  know  of  any  second  set  of  returns  being 
made  by  Bowler  to  return  to  the  Secretary  of  State's  office  ? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  of  any  until  to-day. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  authorize  Bowler  to  sign  your  name  to 
any  second  set  of  returns? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  In  any  way,  shape  or  manner  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  have  no  recollection  at  this  time,  have  you,  of  the 
making  out  of  the  first  set? 

Ansicer.  I  didn't  see  them  made  out ;  I  could  not  say  but  that  he 
made  them  out  in  the  house  there ;  but  I  did  not  see  them  afber 
they  were  made  out. 

Question.  Did  you  see  them  while  he  was  making  them  out? 

Answer.  I  saw  the  blanks,  but  I  didn't  see  them  afber  they  were 
made  out. 
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Question.  Do  you  recollect  of  Morrill  Glidden  being  present? 

Answer.  I  think  he  was  at  the  town  meeting. 

Question.  Do  jou  recollect  of  seeing  him  there  when  Bowler  had 
tiiese  blanks  there  ? 

Answer.  I  think  he  was  there  through  the  whole  of  the  meeting 
and  after  it. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  the  circumstance  of  his  calling  Mr. 
Bowler's  attention  to  the  making  of  the  O  in  Andrew  R.  G.  Smithes 
name? 

Aiiswer.  No,  I  don't  remember  anything  about  it. 

Question.  You  have  no  recollection  about  it? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  It  might  have  occurred? 

Answer.  It  might  have  occurred  between  them ;  I  didn't  hear  it  to 
remember  it. 

Question.  Is  that  all  you  know  about  the  transaction  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Que^ion.  Do  you  know  what  Bowler's  politics  have  been  ? 

Answer.  I  know  how  he  voted  this  last  election. 

Question.  Has  he  for  some  years  voted  in  the  same  way — alwaj's 
a  straight  ticket? 

Answer.  I  could  not  tell. 

Question.  You  don't  know  ? 

Anstoer.  No,  sir. 

Br  Mr.  INGALLS  : 

Question.  How  did  he  vote  this  last  fall  ? 

Answer.  Davis  ticket.  I  saw  him  when  he  put  it  in.  In  regard 
to  these  returns,  I  spoke  to  the  other  Selectman,  and  he  said  that 
had  been  the  custom — ^to  let  Bowler  make  them  out ;  so  I  submitted 
the  thing  to  him.  I  know  it  was  a  slack  way  of  doing  business  ; 
but  that  is  the  way  it  was  done. 

Question.  Won't  you  look  at  the  signatures  on  all  of  them. 
[Returns  shown  witness.]  Is  it  not  perceptible  at  a  glance  that  they 
were  all  made  by  one  man  ?  Could  any  person  have  any  doubt  about 
it? 

Answer.  This,  I  should  say,  is  Mr.  Bowler's  writing,  the  whole  of 
it. 

Question.  Isn't  it  perceivable  that  they  were  all  ma'de  by  one  man? 
Wouldn't  anybody  at  a  glance  say  so  ? 

Answer.  1  should  say  so. 
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Henry  D.  Clark,  stvom  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside? 

Answer.  I  reside  in  Somerville,  Maine. 

Question.  Were  you  one  of  the  Selectmen  for  eighteen  hundred 
and  seventy-nine  ? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  annual  meeting  for  the  election 
of  State  and  County  Officers? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Were  j^ou  present  when  the  returns  were  made  up  or 
when  any  part  of  them  were  made  ? 

Answer.  I  could  not  say  that  I  was. 

Question.  What  is  your  best  recollection  about  it? 

Answer.  I  saw  the  blank  returns  and  took  them  in  my  hands 
before  they  were  made  up.  I  did  not  see  any  one  do  any  writing 
on  them  to  my  knowledge. 

Question.  You  didn't  see  any  writing  done,  but  had  you  any 
knowledge  of  the  making  up  of  any  returns,  or  that  Bowler  com- 
menced to  make  them  up  at  the  meeting? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  had  no  knowledge  of  it. 

Question.  Did  you  sign  the  first  returns  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  didn't. 

Question.  Did  }•  ou  authorize  Bowler  to  sign  for  you  ? 

Answer.  I  authorized  him  in  this  way :  It  has  been  the  custom 
in  our  town,  after  the  election,  for  Mr.  Bowler  or  the  chairman  of  the 
board,  to  sign  up  the  returns  ;  I  think  he  has  been  Clerk  for  several 
years ;  and  that  has  been  the  custom.  I  spoke  to  Mr.  Chadwick 
last  fall — he  being  chairman  of  the  board — after  we  got  through 
counting  the  votes  and  taking  minutes  of  them,  and  asked  him  if  it 
was  necessar}^  for  us  to  sign  the  returns  and  see  the^'^  were  sealed 
up,  and  he  told  me  what  Bowler  said — ^I  could  not  say  exactty — that 
he  would  attend  to  them  and  have  them  all  right — something  to  that 
effect.  I  could  not  speak  the  words  that  he  said ;  but  it  was  to  that 
ejQTect  at  any  rate. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  knowledge  that  Mr.  Bowler  made  up 
a  second  set  of  returns  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  didn't. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  authorize  him  to  sign  your  name  to  any 
second  set  of  returns  ? 
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Answer,  No,  sir. 

Qitestion,  He  had  no  authority  whatever,  had  he? 

jimwer.  No,  sir,  not  from  me. 

Qfiestion.  I  want  you  to  examine  the  signatures  to  the  three  re- 
turns that  are  presented,  marked  ^^  Exhibit  A,''  ^^ Exhibit  5,"  and 
''Exhibit  D"  and  state  whether  or  not  it  is  observable  at  a  glance 
that  they  were  all  written  by  one  hand  and  by  one  man? 

Anstoer,  I  should  judge  they  were  all  written  by  one  hand. 

Question.  Isn't  it  patent  to  most  any  observer  that  they  were  ? 

Answer,  It  appears  so. 

Question,  Did  you  know  anything  about  the  matter  of  new  returns 
being  signed? 

Ansicer,  No,  sir ;  I  didn't  know  an^iMng  about  it  until  to-day. 
About  half-past  ten  the  person  who  summoned  me  to  this  place 
informed  me  that  there  had  been  a  second  set  of  returns  sent  in.  I 
told  him  I  never  knew  anything  about  it  before. 

Question.  Otherwise  you  had  no  knowledge  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Had  nothing  to  do  with  getting  them  up  or  ordering 
them? 

Anstver.  No,  sir.  I  supiK)sed  that  the  first  returns  were  all  right. 
We  never  have  had  any  trouble  before.  Our  returns  have  always 
been  correct. 

Qu€sti4>7i.  Is  Dr.  Andrew  R.  O.  Smith,  the  candidate  for  Senator, 
well  known  to  you  all  there? 

Answer.  He  is  to  me. 

Question.  How  far  does  he  live  from  Bowler? 

Answer.  1  should  suppose  perhaps  nine  miles ;  I  think  I  live 
within  about  six  miles  of  Dr.  Smith. 

Question.  Is  he  a  man  perfectly  well-known  in  that  vicinity? 
Answer.  Yes,  he  is  well-known  in  that  section ;  has  a  good  deal  of 
practice  there. 

Bt  Mb.  HARRIS : 

Question.  Don't  you  think  it  somewhat  singular  that  Bowler 
should  not  have  mentioned  this  matter  of  the  second  set  of  returns 
to  you,  or  some  other  of  the  Selectmen? 

Answer.  I  should  think  it  was  singular,  although  I  am  not 
acquainted  with  the  laws  of  such  matters.  I  should  suppose  he 
vould  have  notified  us  that  he  had  orders  for  some  other  returns. 
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By  Mr.  LORD : 

Question,  Has  lie  been  in  the  habit  of  consulting  you  much  about 
town  matters? 

Answer.  Not  a  great  deal ;  no,  sir. 

John  B.  Dodge,  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Me.  STRODT  : 

Question.  You  reside  in  Somerville  and  were  one  of  the  Selectmen 
in  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  annual  meeting  ? 

Answer.  A  part  of  the  time. 

Question.  Werfe  you  present  at  the  close  of  the  election? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  the  making  up  of  the  returns  or  any 
part  of  them?  • 

Answer.  I  saw  Mr.  Bowler  working  on  the  returns  there,  but 
the  completion  of  them  I  did  not  see. 

Question.  You  didn't  notice  the  completion  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Whom  did  you  see  there  besides  Bowler  that  you  can 
recollect? 

Answer.  Mr.  Chadwick  and  Mr.  Clark  were  there,  the  other 
Selectmen. 

Question.  Whether  or  not  you  remember  of  seeing  Mr.  Glidden? 

Answer.  Mr.  Glidden  was  at  the  meeting,  but  at  that  time  I  don't 
particularly  remember  of  seeing  him,  at  the  time  I  noticed  Bowler 
at  work  upon  the  blanks. 

Question.  Did  you  sign  the  returns  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  did  not. 

Question.  Did  you  authorize  Mr.  Bowler  to  sign  them  for  you? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  whether  I  did  or  not  at  that  particular  time. 
I  was  the  third  Selectman,  and  the  other  two  being  the  majority <» 
they  had  done  the  business  principally ;  and  my  wife  was  sick  and  I 
didn't  want  to  stop  until  the  meeting  closed.  It  had  been  the  habit 
of  the  Town  Clerk,  sometimes,  to  use  the  Selectmen's  names  b^'  their 
request ;  and  whether  I  did  or  didn't  directly  at  that  particular  time 
tell  him  to  do  so  I  cannot  state. 

Question.  Now,  after  that  meeting,  and  the  return^  that  were  there 
were  made  up,  had  you  any  knowledge  of  any  other  returns  beiug 
made  up? 
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Answer,  No,  sir,  none  whatever. 

Question.  And  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  State's  office  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Quet^ion.  By  Mr.  Bowler? 

Answer.  Not  until  last  night.     That  is  the  first  I  ever  heard  of  it. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  authorize  Bowler  to  sign  your  name  in  any 
way,  shape  or  manner  to  such  returns  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  didn't. 

Qaestion.  And  he  didn't  consult  you  about  it? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  since  the  meeting ;  and  I  have  no  particular 
recollection  of  his  doing  it  at  that  time. 

Question.  Is  there  any  other  matter  that  you  know  about  it? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Albebt  L.  Soule,  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  STRQUT  : 

Question.  I  call  your  attention  to  the  affidavit  of  Anson  B. 
Bowler,  marked  ^^Eschibit  C;"  was  that  affidavit ^swom  to  before 
vou? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  wrote  it? 

Answer.  Written  by  Mr.  Bowler ;  I  wrote  the  certificate  below. 

Question.  Where  was  it  that  he  wrote  it? 

Answer.  At  my  house. 

Question.  At  your  house? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  write  it  as  he  chose? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  did  he  claim  at  the  time  about  the  name  of  the 
Senator  that  he  put  into  the  return? 

Answer.  He  claimed  that  he  wrote  it  ^^ Andrew  B.  O.  Smith.*' 

Question.  Did  you  have  knowledge  at  that  time  that  he  had  made 
out  a  second  set  of  returns  and  sent  them  in? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  When  did  you  first  learn  that  fact? 

Answer.  The  first  I  learned  of  it  was  here  yesterday  when  he 
stated  that  he  made  two. 

Question.  That  was  the  first  knowledge  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  the  first  intimation  I  had  of  it ;  I  had  heard  there 
was  a  mistake  in  a  return  here,  but  never  learned  what  it  was. 
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Question.  And  in  the  conversation  that  you  had  with  him  when 
this  affidavit  was  made  he  gave  you  no  intimation  that  he  had  made 
a  second  return? 

Armoer.  No,  sir,  not  a  word ;  it  was  supposed  then  that  the  mis- 
take  was  in  his  original,  first  return.  That  is  the  way  we  took  it ; 
and  we  contended  it  was  not ;  and  we  procured  this  affidavit — ^asked 
him  to  give  one  stating  the  facts — ^what  he  did — ^write  out  the  facte 
of  what  he  did  in  relation  to  making  the  returns,  and  he  wrote  that. 

Question.  Did  anybody  tell  him  what  to  write? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  Dr.  Smith  dictate  to  him  that  affidavit ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  for  him  to  write  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  When  he  swore  to  it,  did  he  make  any  reservation  in 
what  he  swore  to? 

Answer.  He  didn't  until  afterwards.  Afterwards  he  spoke  in  re- 
lation to  the  Selectmen  signing  it ;  he  said  he  signed  their  names. 

Question.  After  he  had  sworn  to  it? 

Answer.  Yes,  after  he  had  sworn  to  it. 

Question.  Did  he  say  anything  about  its  not  being  made  in  open 
town  meeting? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  He  said  it  was  made  in  open  town  meeting? 

A'nswer.  Yes  sir;  he  then  said  he  supposed  by  the  Selectmen 
authorizing  him  it  would  amount  to  the  same  thing,  and  he  didn't 
know  as  that  way  of  writing  it  would  make  any  difference. 

Question.  Did  he  say  whether  or  not  the  Selectmen  were  present 
when  they  authorized  him — when  he  signed  their  names  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  What  have  you  heard  Bowler  say  in  relation  to  the  letter 
that  he  received  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  him  state  here  yesterday  that  he  received  a  letter 
accompanying  the  blank. 

Question.  The  blank  that  he  received  in  December? 

Answer.  The  blank  that  he  received  in  December ;  and  he  said 
he  could  not  tell  whether  he  had  it  now  or  not,  but  that  he  would 
look  thoroughly  and  see ;  and  I  went  with  him  last  night  to  his 
house. 

Question.  Now,  what  was  done  ? 


TESTIMONY  OF  ALBBBT  L.  BOULB.  95 

Answer.  We  went  to  his  house,  and  as  soon  as  we  went  in  we 
searched  his  secretary,  and  searched  two  or  three  old  hats  that  sat  on 
the  top  filled  full  of  envelopes  and  letters.  I  took  down  everything 
torn  there,  almost,  and  looked  into  them ;  overhauled  the  letters ; 
took  them  fix)m  his  hands  and  looked  them  over.  Then  we  took  his 
books  and  blanks  of  different  lots  ;  took  out  half  a  bushel  of  papers, 
I  should  think,  and  looked  them  all  over. 

Question,  Did  he  appear  to  have  preserved  his  letters  and 
papers? 

Answer.  They  seemed  to  be  scattered.  His  blanks  where  he  had 
done  business  as  Trial  Justice  for  a  number  of  years  were  all  filed ; 
but  a  good  many  of  his  letters  and  envelopes  were  all  helter-skelter, 
scattered  about  every  way.  We  also  looked  into  all  the  books  he 
had — ^his  account  books — and  turned  them  all  over.  I  asked  him  if 
he  had  any  more  papers  anj^here  loose,  and  he  said  "  No."  He 
had  a  basket  full,  he  said,  where  he  had  sorted  them  out,  and  he 
destroyed  them  a  few  days  ago, — burned  them  I  think  he  said.  I 
left  at  nearly  twelve  o'clock  last  night.  He  seemed  to  be  a  good 
deal  excited ;  acted  as  though  he  would  like  to  find  something.     ^ 

By  Mr.  HALE: 

Question.  Remember  of  finding  other  letters  covering  the  time 
when  this  was  received  along  in  December? 

Answer.  Yes,  very  nearly ;  quite  a  lot  of  letters  and  administni- 
tion  letters  and  blanks  in  December ;  matter  where  he  was  adminis- 
trator. 

Question.  Find  that  one  [taking  from  the  table  a  large  envelope]  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  that  was  in  his  record. 

Question.  In  his  book  of  record? 

Anstoer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  But  the  letter  accompanying  the  second  set  of  returns 
was  not  there? 

Answer.  No,  sir.     That  is  all  the  envelope  there  was  there. 

By  Mr.  HARRIS : 

Question.  Did  he  explain  how  that  envelope  came  the^  ? 
Answer.  He  said  that  must  be  the  first  one  that  the  first  returns 
came  in. 

By  Mr.  INGALLS  : 

Question.  Is  Mr.  Bowler  pretty  correct  in  his  mode  of  doing  busi- 
ness? 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  always  been  considered  very  correct.  Always 
been  noted  for  keeping  a  very  nice  and  correct  record ;  about  his 
other  business  I  don't  know. 

Bt  Mb.  STROUT  : 

Question,  What  have  been  his  politics? 

Answer.  He  has  been  a  Democrat,  and  a  Republican,  and  a 
Greenbacker  I  guess  one  year ;  I  don't  know  how  that  is — ^whether 
one  or  two.     I  won't  pretend  to  say  about  that. 

Question,  A  little  uncertain  in  his  politics  ? 

Answer,  I  don't  think  he  is  so  certain  as  I  am. 

By  Mb.  INGALLS  : 

Question,  Were  you  there  when  the  town  meeting  closed? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  they  make  up  their  return  in  town  meeting? 

Answer,  Had  these  blanks  open  on  the  desk  of  the  School  House 
and  was  writing.  What  he  wrote  I  could  not  say ;  I  had  a  lot  of 
votes  of  each  man ;  a  dozen  stopped  there,  I  don't  know  but  that 
half^an  hour,  and  I  was  copjing  off  some  of  them  to  carry  home ; 
put  the  result  of  each  man  at  the  head.  I  was  doing  that  for  them 
and  he  was  in  the  desk,  and  Glidden  wbjs  there. 

Question,  What  Glidden? 

Answer.  Morrill,  leaning  over  the  end  of  the  desk ;  and  I  heard 
Mr.  Chadwick  make  the  remark  that  it  was  best  for  them  to  sign  up 
their  returns. 

Question,  What  reply  was  made  to  that? 

Answer,  Bowler  stated  if  they  were  afraid  to  trust  him  to  do  it 
they  had  better  come  up  to  his  house  and  sign  them.  He  said  it 
would  take  some  time  to  get  them  all  completed ;  and  on  that  I  left. 

By  Mr.  HALE : 

Question.  You  remember  of  seeing  Mr.  Glidden  there? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  LORD : 

Question.  Did  you  hear  any  conversation  between  Glidden  and 
Bowler  in  connection  with  the  returns  ? 

Answer.  I  could  not  tell  what  they  said.  I  heard  them  talking ; 
but  what  they  said  I  did  not  pay  any  attention  to.  I  knew  what 
his  business  was  there,  though,  because  I  have  been  on  the  town 
committee, — I  have  been  the  chairman  and  he  has  been  one  of  them 
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for  eveij  year  for  the  last  fifteen  or  sixteen  years-— and  we  rumally 
selected  for  the  business  the  best  we  oonld ;  took  quite  an  int^^est  in 
it  to  see  it  was  made  up  right. 

By  Mb.  INGALLS  : 

Question.  What  was  Mr.  Glidden's  business  there-^what  was  he 
doing? 

Anmoer.  At  the  desk? 

Q^e8tioH.  Yes. 

Answer.  He  seemed  to  be  looking  on  while  Bowler  was  writing. 

Question.  You  say  you  knew  what  his  business  was? 

Ansioer.  To  see  if  the  names  were  written  right,  especially^ 
Smith's. 

BtMr.  HALE: 

Question.  Hiat  is  what  Glidden  was  there  for? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  On  account  of  Mr.  Smith's  numerous.  initialB,  I  sup*- 
pose? 

Answer.  Smith  requested  him  and  me  before  the  election  to  look 
out  and  see  that  his  name  was  made  iq>  right— see  that  there  was  no 
mistake  made. 

By  Me.  STROUT  : 

Question.  Why? 

Answer.  He  wanted  to  be  sure,  he  said,  that  the  return  was  made  < 
up  right  so  there  would  be  bo  mistake  in  it ;  look  out  for  his  yote  : 
and  see  that  he  had  what  belonged  to  him. 

By  Mb.  LORD : 

Question.  Did  you  attend  to  that? 

Answer.  No,  Glidden  attended  to  it  as  far  as  looking  after  it  was 
concerned. 

By  Mb.  COOK : 

Question.  The  number  of  votes  was  returned  all  right? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  my  main  business  was  to  get  in  all  the  votes  I 
could  on  our  side  that  day,  and  I  did  the  best  I  could. 

By  Mb.  HILL: 
Qvesiian.  What  was  your  side  of  the  house  ? 
Answer.  Republican. 
7 
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By  Mb.  STROUT  : 

Qv£8tion,  Anybody  represent  the  other  side? 
Answer.  Yes,  lots  of  them. 

By  Mr.  INGALLS  : 

Q^est^Qn.  How  was  Bruce  ? 

Answer.  He  was  lively ;  had  some  pretty  sharp  contests  in  rela- 
tion to  legal  voting. 

By  Mr.  COOK : 

Question.  Did  the  meeting  have  to  be  called  to  order  during  the 
day  by  the  Clerk  or  Selectmen  for  getting  into  a  row  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  recollect  that  they  did ;  I  guess  not. 

Question.  The  Clerk  testified  that  there  was  considerable  hair- 
pulling? 

Answer.  I  believe,  though,  they  did.  There  was  a  row.  I 
recollect  it  now ;  didn't  last  but  a  minute. 

y  Mr.  STROUT : 

Question.  Have  you  had  any  conversation  with  Mr.  Bowler  as  to 
whom  he  has  talked  with  in  relation  to  this  matter? 

Answer.  Yes.  I  was  very  particular  last  night  in  going  home  and 
to-day  to  find  out? 

^Q^estion.  Could  you  find  out? 

Answer.  No ;  he  denied  ever  talking  the  subject  with  anybody. 

By  Mr.  INGALLS : 

KQuestion.  Did  you  talk  with  him  about  this  second  return  at  any 
"time,  yesterday  or  to-day  ? 

Answer.  Since  yesterday  I  have ;  since  I  found  it  out  here. 

Bt  Mr.  STROUT : 

Question.  Since  you  were  in  here,  when  we  were  here  ? 
^n«tt?€r.  Yes,  sir. 

fflY  Mr.  INGALLS : 

Question.  Does  he  give  yovi  any  account  of  how  he  came  to  make 
that  mistake  ? 

Answer.  No,  only  he  said  he  made  it  in  a  hurr}^  he  supposed. 

Question.  What  is  your  theory  about  it? 

Answer.  I  would  not  dare  to  tell ;  theories  don't  amount  to  much 
these  days.  A  man  may  have  an  opinion,  and  it  is  not  alwaj^s  best 
to  tell  it.  First  impressions  are  sometimes  the  best ;  but  it  won't 
do  to  trust  them  always. 
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By  Mb.  STROUT  : 

Question.  What,  if  anything,  did  Bowler  state  to  you  in  relation 
to  his  knowledge  of  Senator  Smith's  name  ? 

Answer.  He  said  he  could  not  have  made  a  mistake,  knew  he 
didn't  make  a  mistake ;  because  he  knew  his  name  so  well  and  had 
written  it  so  many  times ;  and  he  could  write  his  name  whether  he 
had  a  vote  to  go  by  or  not ;  he  didn't  care  anything  about  it  so  far 
as  his  name  was  concerned. 

Question.  Please  state  what,  if  anything,  Mr.  Bowler  told  you  in 
relation  to  the  mailing  of  the  letter  containing  the  second  return? 

Anstoer.  He  said  he  put  it  in  the  office,  and  got  a  stamp  and  put 
on  it  himself,  and  bought  some  more  stamps  besides  that.  He  told 
me  that  going  home  yesterday. 

BtMr.  HALE: 

Question.  That  was  the  one  sent  in  December  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 


February,  20,  1880,  P.  M. 
GusTAVUS  B.  Wood,  stoom  and  examined. 
By  Mb.  STROUT  : 

Question.  What  is  your  residence  ? 

Answer.  Albion. 

Qujestion.  Business? 

Answer.  Farming. 

Q;uestion.  Whether  or  not  you  were  one  of  the  Selectmen  of  the 
town  of  Albion  in  the  county  of  Kennebec? 

Answer.  I  am. 

Question.  Were  you  one  of  the  Selectmen  last  September? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  And  in  that  capacity  were  you  present  at  the  annual 
meeting  for  the  election  of  State  and  County  Officers? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Who  were  your  associates  as  Selectmen? 

Answer.  These  two  men  present, — George  B.  Pray  and  Amasa 
Bachelder. 

Question.  Who  was  the  Town  Clerk? 

Answer.  Benjamin  F.  Abbott. 

Question.  How  long  has  he  been  Town  Clerk  for  the  town  ol 
Albion? 
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Answer.  One  tenn. 

Question,  ^e  was  elected  in  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy- 
nine? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Were  you  and  Mr.  Bachelder  and  Mr.  Pray  and  Mr. 
Abbott  all  present  at  the  annual  election? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  What  time  did  your  meeting  opnveae,  and  what  time 
did  the  polls  close? 

Answer.  Opened  at  ten,  I  think,  and  closed  at  sunset. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  counting  of  the  votes  ? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Who  besides  yourself  were  present? 

Answer.  The  other  two  Selectmen,  and  the  Clerk, — ^Mr.  Abbott. 

Question.  Whether  or  not,  after  counting  the  votes,  any  returns 
were  made  out? 

Answer.  There  were. 

Question.  By  whom  were  the  returns, — ^the  body  of  them, — ^filled 
out? 

Answer.  I  think  Mr.  Pray  made  them  out ;  I  cannot  say  that  he 
made  out  every  one  of  them. 

Question.  Please  examine  the  three  returns  now  handed  you, 
being  returns  fi:x>m  the  town  of  Albion  for  Representatives,  Senators 
and  County  Officers,  and  marked  ''Exhibit  F,  G.  2>.  J5.,  Clerk,** 
''ExhibU  Gy  G.  D.  JB.,  Clerk;*  and  ''ExhibU  H,  G.  D.  JB.,  Oferfc," 
respectively,  and  state  whether  or  not  they  were  the  returns  made 
out  in  open  town  meeting  when  you  were  present  ?  [Witness  examines 
the  returns.] 

Answer.  They  are. 

Question.  What  place  in  the  Town  House  were  they  made  out? 

Answer.  At  the  desk. 

Question.  Whether  or  not  the  several  returns  exhibited  to  you 
were  signed  by  the  different  Selectmen  named? 

An,swer.  They  were. 

Question.  At  the  time  ? 

An.swer.  Yes. 

Question.  In  open  town  meeting? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Whether  or  not  the  signatures  to  these  three  returns 
are  respectively  the  signatures  of  the  Selectmen? 
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Arufwer.  Yes. 

Question.  Whether  or  not  they  were  so  signed  in  the  presence  of 
Mr.  Abbott,  Town  Clerk  ? 

Answer.  They  were  passed  from  me  to  him,  and  I  supposed  that 
he  signed  them  right  after  me ;  but,  as  we  finished  up,  I  heard  Mr. 
Pray  tell  him:  "Here  is  one  you  haven't  signed."  He  says,  "I 
want  to  look  them  over  and  will  sign  it."  I  supposed  of  course  he 
did  sign  it. 

Question.  Did  the  Selectmen  sign  them  in  turn  after  they  were 
made  up? 

Anstoer.  Yes. 

Question.  And  you  signed  last? 

Ansfver.  Yes. 

Question.  After  you  signed  them  did  you  pass  each  one  to  Benja- 
min F.  Abbott? 

Ansuier.  Yes ;  he  sat  at  one  end  and  I  at  the  other,  and  in  pass- 
ing them  the  other  gentlemen  might  have  taken  them ;  but,  other- 
wise from  that,  they  were  passed  from  me  to  him. 

Question.  What,  if  anything,  was  said  about  the  returns  being 
signed  by  Mr.  Abbott  in  open  town  meeting?  Do  you  remember 
anything  that  was  said? 

Answer.  That  night? 

Question.  Yes? 

Anstoer.  No. 

Question.  Did  he  say  anything  about  taking  them  home  to  be 
signed? 

Answer.  Yes,  he  did.  In  the  first  place  he  wanted  to  take  them 
home  to  make  them  out ;  it  was  kind  of  dark  when  we  got  through, 
and  he  made  the  suggestion  that  we  should  go  to  his  house  to  finish 
up. 

Question.  What  reply  was  made  to  that? 

Answer.  That  it  was  not  legal. 

Question.  Then  the  returns  were  made  up  there  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Who  discovered  that  one  of  the  returns  had  not  been 
signed? 

Answer.  Mr.  Pray. 

Question.  Did  he  have  them  in  his  hand  at  the  time  when  he 
discovered  it? 

Anstoer.  I  heard  him  tell  Mr.  Abbott  that  he  had  not  signed  it ; 
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and  I  looked  up  and  Mr.  Abbott  had  more  than  one  in  his  hand ;  I 
do  not  know  whether  he  had  the  whole  of  them  or  not. 

Question.  Then  what  followed? 

Answer.  Then  they  were  looked  over,  and  I  heard  Mr.  Abbott 
say,  ^^ This  one  is  aU  right;''  and  I  saw  him  have  one  in  his  hand 
when  he  said  that. 

Question.   He  had  it  in  his  hand? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Did  you  see  the  returns  when  they  were  put  into  the 
envelope  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  By  whom  were  they  placed  in  the  envelope  ? 

Answer.  They  were  all  but  one  placed  in  the  envelope,  I  think, 
by  Mr.  Pray. 

Question.  Who  placed  the  remaining  return  in  the  envelope  ? 

Answer.  I  will  tell  you,  as  I  understand,  about  that — not  under 
oath — ^if  you  want  me  to.  That  is  the  one  that  he  said  was  all  right, 
and  he  put  that  into  the  envelope  and  passed  it  to  Mr.  Pray,  and 
Mr.  Pray  sealed  it  up  without  looking  at  it. 

By  Mr.  HILL : 

Questi<m.  Are  you  stating  what  you  know? 

Answer.  No,  not  that  part ;  I  state  I  heard  him  state,  ^'This  one 
is  all  right." 

Question.  Did  you  see  him  pass  that  one  that  he  said  was  '^  All 
right"  to  Mr.  Pray. 

Answer.  I  understood  he  put  that  one  in  himself  and  passed  it 
to  Mr.  Pray. 

Question.  Did  you  see  him  put  one  in  the  envelope  himself  ? 

Ansioer.  No ;  I  undertook  to  say  that  at  first,  but  then  I  took  it 
back  and  wouldn't  say  I  did. 

By  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Question.  How  did  you  get  the  understanding  ? 

Answer.  From  Mr.  Pray. 

Question.  Was  it  anything  that  occurred  at  the  time  that  gave 
you  the  understanding  that  Abbott  put  that  one,  which  he  said  w^as 
*' All  right,"  into  the  envelope,  although  you  cannot  remember  the 
exact  words  or  circumstances,  or  is  it  from  what  Pray  has  subse- 
quently told  you? 

Answer.  I  recollect  of  hearing  him  say  ''This  one  is  all  right. 
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and  I  think  T  saw  him  put  it  in ;  Mr.  Fray  said  he  put  it  in,  and  I 
think  I  saw  him,  but  I  would  not  say  I  did.  I  understood  it  that  I 
saw  him  put  that  one  in.  % 

Question.  Examine  these  three  returns  handed  to  you.  Do  yoii 
find  that  two  of  them  are  signed  by  the  Town  Clerk? 

Anstoer.  Examine  them  here  ? 

Question.  Yes? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  The  Senatorial  return  and  the  return  for  County  Officers 
you  find  both  to  be  signed  by  ^^  Benjamin  F.  Abbott,  Town  Clerk  ?" 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Upon  examination  of  the  returns  for  Representatives, 
shown  3'ou,  do  you  find  that  is  signed  by  "  Benjamin  F.  Abbott, 
Town  Clerk,"  or  left  blank? 

Answer.  It  is  blank. 

Queistion.  Was  George  H.  Wilson  named  in  the  Representative 
return  a  Republican  candidate  for  Representative  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  And  James  W%  Stratton  was  the  Opposition  candi- 
date? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  What  are  the  politics  of  Benjamin  F.  Abbott  ? 

Answer.  He  voted  the  Greenback  ticket  last  fall,  I  supposed, 

Question.  What  are  the  politics  of  George  B.  Pray,  Amasa  Bacb-» 
elder  and  yourself? 

Answer.  Republican. 

Question.  Have  j^ou  a  clear  and  distinct  recollection  of  hearing 
Mr.  Abbott's  attention  called  to  the  fact  that  he  had  failed  to  sign 
one  of  those  returns  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  I  have. 

Question.  Have  you  a  clear  and  distinct  recollection  that  he  said 
that  the  return  was  "All  right?" 

Answer.  He  had  one  in  his  hand.  He  had  had  the  whole ;  I 
could  not  say  which  one  it  was ;  I  sat  on  the  other  side  and  I  could 
not  say  it  was  that  one  when  he  said  that,  because  it  is  some  time 
afterwards  and  I  did  not  pay  attention  enough. 

Question.  But  one  of  the  returns  he  had  in  his  hand,  and  said). 
* '  This  one  is  all  right  ?" 

Answer,    Yes. 
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Br  Mb.  HALE : 

Question.  Are  yOu  entirely  certain  that  all  the  returns  were 
passed  to  him  to  sign  ?      ^ 

Answer.  I  am. 

Question.  Yon  have  no  doubt  about  tiiat? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Were  any  other  returns  made  out  at  that  time,  except- 
ing the  ones  which  were  completed  and  passed  to  him  to  sign? 

Answer.  No. 

By  Mb.  STROUT  : 

Question,  Have  there  been  any  blank  returns  filled  out  and  signed 
by  the  Selectmen  since? 
Answer.  No. 

By  Mb.  HALE: 

Question.  Had  he  opportunity,  in  the  way  of  convenience  of  time, 
and  pen,  and  everything,  to  sign  the  return? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Was  the  sealing  up  completed  while  you  were  there? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Were  they  directed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  at  Augusta 
while  you  were  there? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  I  saw  them  after  they  were  sealed.  I 
do  not  know  as  I  could  say  I  understood  they  were. 

Question.  You  saw  them  sealed? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  After  they  left  your  hand  and  were  passed  to  the  Town 
Clerk  you  did  not  again  have  opportunity  of  seeing  them,  to  see 
whether  they  were  all  completed  by  him  or  not? 

Answer.  I  did  one  of  them ;  I  cannot  say  which  one. 

Question.  Only  one  ? 

Answer.  Only  one. 

Question,  The  others  were  all  signed? 

Answer.  Yes. 

By  Mb.  HILL : 

Question.  Who  was  the  Republican  candidate  for  Clerk  at  the 
March  meeting  ? 

Answer.  Charles  Drake ;  I  think  he  had  a  middle  name ;  I  wouldn't 

Bay. 
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Que9twn.  Mr,  Abbott  was  the  Greeiiba<d[  or  Democratic  caaifi- 
date? 

Answer.  Yes* 

Question.  Yon  cannot  state  positively  which  one  of  tiie  retnms  it 
was  said  was  ^^AH  right/'  whetber  Bepresentatiye  or  Senatorial? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Yon  do  not  know  an3rthing  abont  that  erasure  there? 

Answer.  No* 


February  20,  1880,  EvENiKa. 
Geobqe  B.  Fray,  stoom  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  ? 
Answer.  Albion. 

Question.  What  is  your  occupation  ? 
Answer.  Farmer. 

Question.  Whether  or  not  you  were  one  of  the  Selectmen  of  the 
town  of  Albion  during  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine? 
Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  In  that  capacity  were  you  present  at  the  September 
meeting  held  in  that  town,  for  the  election  of  State  and  County 
Officers? 
Answer.  Yes. 

Question.    Do  you  recollect  when  the  meeting  was  convened  ? 
Answer.  Eighth  of  September,  ten  o'clock. 
Question.  When  were  the  polls  closed? 
Answer.  At  five  o'clock. 
Question.  Where  was  that  meeting  held? 
Answer.  In  the  Town  House  in  Albion. 

Qiiestion.  Whether  or  not  you  have  a  desk  that  is  occupied  by  the 
Selectmen? 
Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Who  occupied  that  desk  ? 
Answer.  The  Selectmen  and  Town  Clerk. 

Question.  After  the  polls  closed  whether  or  not  the  votes  were 
counted  by  you  and  the  Town  Clerk? 
Answer.  Yes. 

Q^estion.  Please  examine  the  returns,  now  handed  you,  from  the 
town  of  Albion  for  Representatives  and  Senators  and  County  Officer^ 
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and  state  in  whose  handwriting  the  body  of  the  returns  are  made? 
[Witness  examines  returns.] 

Answer.  I  should  say  by  myself — ^in  my  handwriting. 

Question,  Please  examine  your  signature  to  the  several  returns, 
and  those  of  the  other  Selectmen,  and  state  whether  or  not  they  are 
the  original  signatures?     [Witness  examines  signatures.] 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  should  say  they  were. 

Question.  Who  were  present  when  the  returns  were  made  up,  and 
where  were  they  made  up  ? 

Ansioer.  The  three  Selectmen  and  Town  Clerk  were  present. 
They  were  made  up  in  our  open  town  meeting,  in  the  desk.  There 
were  also  other  townsmen  present*. 

Question.  State  whether  you  had  any  conversation  with  Benjamin 
F.  Abbott,  the  Town  Clerk,  in  relation  to  the  time  or  place  of  mak- 
ing up  the  returns,  before  they  were  made,  and  if  so  what? 

Answer.  Mr.  Abbott  says,  "Can't  we  take  these  to  my  house  and 
fill  them  out?"  I  told  him  it  was  not  legal ;  and,  at  the  same  time, 
he  asked  Mr.  Rollins — ^who  was  in  the  body  of  the  house  and  was 
just  going  to  leave  the  house, — if  it  was  not  just  as  well ;  and  he 
told  him  it  was  not. 

Question.  Then  did  you  proceed  to  make  up  the  returns  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Were  the  returns  signed  in  the  order  that  the  names 
appear  in  the  returns? 

Answer.  They  were. 

Question.  State  what  was  done  with  the  returns  after  they  were 
signed  by  the  Selectmen  ? 

Ansvoer.  Mr.  Wood,  as  he  signed  them,  passed  them  front  of  us 
to  Mr.  Abbott;  Mr.  Abbott  was  on  my  left  and  the  other  two 
Selectmen  on  the  right. 

Question.  How  far  apart  were  Wood  and  Abbott? 

Answer.  They  sat  pretty  near  together.  The  desk  is  as  long  as 
this  table.   We  sat  snug  together — as  near  as  we  could  and  write. 

Q;aestion.  In  a  space  of  six  or  eight  feet,  should  you  thuik  ? 

Answer.  I  should  say  so. 

Question.  The  returns  were  passed  from  Mr,  Wood,  in  front  of 
you,  to  Mr.  Abbott? 

Ansvoer.  Yes. 

Question.  Had  Mr.  Abbott  an  opportunity  to  sign  all  those 
returns? 
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Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  What  next  attracted  your  attention  as  to  the  returns  ? 

Answer.  After  we  had  filled  the  returns,  I  took  the  returns  to 
examme  them  to  see  that  they  were  all  right,  and  as  I  was  looking 
over  them,  I  found  one  that  he  had  not  signed, — ^had  not  attested. 
I  had  the  envelope ;  I  passed  the  return  and  envelope  to  him  and 
said  "Here  is  a  return  you  haven't  signed,  Mr.  Abbott."  He  took 
it. 

Question.  What  were  you  doing  after  you  passed  the  envelope  to 
him  for  the  purpose  of  having  him  sign  it  as  Town  Clerk  ? 

Answer.  I  took  up  another  return  to  look  at  it. 

Question.  Did  you  suppose  or  did  you  think  that  he  signed  the 
return? 

Ansioer.  Yes,  I  did. 

Question.  Did  you  watch  him  to  see  whether  he  did  or  not? 

Answer.  No. 

Questixm.  "What,  if  any  thing,  did  he  say  about  the  return  that 
you  passed  him  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  that  he  said  anything ;  I  do  not  remember. 

Question.  Was  there  an^iiiing  said  about  the  return  being  all 
right  or  correct? 

Answer.  Mr.  Abbott  said,  ''This  return  is  all  right;  I  may  as 
well  put  it  in  the  envelope ; "  and  he  did  so. 

Question.  Whether  or  not  that  was  the  return  you  passed  him  that 
was  unsigned? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say. 

Question.  Did  you  examine  the  return  after  you  passed  it  to  him? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  You  believed  it  to  be  signed? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  What  did  you  do  with  the  envelope  ? 

Answer.  I  passed  the  envelope  to  him  at  the  same  time  I  passed 
the  return, — ^the  envelope  that  belonged  to  that  return. 

Question.  What  became  of  the  envelopes  and  returns  in  them ; 
did  he  keep  them  or  did  you  take  them  again? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say. 

Q^est^on.  What  ultimately  became  of  them  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Abbott  took  them,  after  they  were  sealed.  I  sealed 
them. 

Question.  For  the  pulpose  of  returning  them  to  the  Secretary  of 
State's  office? 
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Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Examine  tiie  retorn  marked  ^^ Exhibit  F^  G.  D.  B., 
Clerk  of  Committee"  and  state  whether  you  have  any  doubt  that  was 
the  return  you  made  out  in  open  town  meeting  at  that  time? 

Anstoer.  I  have  no  doubt. 

Question.  Have  you  any  doubt  that  is  the  return  you  passed  to 
Mr.  Abbott? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say. 

Question.  Was  there  more  than  one  return  that  was  not  signed  by 
him  as  Town  Clerk? 

Answer.    No ;  we  found  only  one. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  signed  any  returns  subsequent  to  that 
time? 

Anstoer.  Not  this  year. 

Question.  F(m*  the  September  election,  eighteen  hundred  and 
seventy-nine  ? 

Ansu}er.  No. 

Question.  Had  Mr.  Abbott  opportunity  to  sign  the  return,  if  he 
had  chosen  to  do  so? 

Answer.  He  had ;  as  I  filled  out  a  return  I  passed  it  to  them ; 
they  had  pens  and  ink,  and  they  had  plenty  opportunity.  While  I 
was  filling  out  another,  to  sign  the  return  that  went  around. 

Question.  What  are  the  politics  of  Mr.  Abbott,  Town  Clerk — 
what  were  they  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  He  voted  the  Greenback  ticket. 

Question.  And  yourself  and  the  other  Selectmen? 

Ansioer.  Voted  the  Republican  ticket. 

Question.  I  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  return  for  Repre- 
sentative ;  I  perceive  in  the  words  "  one  hundred  sixty,"  that  there 
has  been  some  erasure  and  an  alteration  of  the  word  ^^  sixty  "  and 
also  in  the  cypher  in  the  figures  carried  out ;  was  that  done  by  you  ? 

Ansv)er.  No,  I  do  not  remember  of  doing  it. 

Question.  Did  you  make  any  erasure  of  any  kind,  or  any  altera- 
tion, or  any  change,  in  either  of  the  returns  that  were  signed  there 
by  you  that  day  ? 

Ansu)er.  I  think  not ;  I  cannot  remember  of  any. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  how  the  erasure  in  those 
words  came  to  be  made? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Or  by  whom  made  ? 
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ArmoeT'  No. 

Question.  Do  jou  know  who  made  the  ^^y"  at  the  end  of  the 
^^sixty"?    [Witness  exanunes  the  retain  with  a  magnifying  glass.] 

Answer,  I  cannot  say.  It  does  not  hardly  look  like — ^that  is  not 
the  way  I  usual^  make  a  y. 

Question.  Do  you  recc^nize  it  as  your  letter? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Or  a  letter  made  by  you? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  When  did  you  first  learn  that  there  was  any  difficulty 
with  tins  return,  or  imperfection  in  it? 

Answer.  I  cannot  give  the  date ;  it  was  the  last  of  the  fall  or  first 
of  the  winter;  it  came  second  to  me  firom  S.  S.  Brown  of  the 
Council. 

Questian.  Was  it  or  not  about  the  time,  of  what  is  known  as  the 
**Countmgout"? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was ;  I  cannot  say  positive ;  it  was  any  way 
before  the  certificates  were  issued  to  Representatives. 

Question.  Who  gave  you  the  information? 

Anstoer.  Mr.  Libbey,  the  gentleman  sitting  there ;  he  said  Mr. 
Brown  told  him. 

Question.  What  is  Mr.  Libbey's  fhll  name? 

Answer.  Llewellyn  Libbey. 

Question.  If  you  have  any  other  knowledge  pertaining  to  this 
matter  I  wish  you  would  state  it? 

Answer.  No,  I  do  not  know  as  I  have. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  conversation  with  a  Mr.  Hussey  in 
relation  to  going  to  Mr.  Abbotf  s  house,  or  in  connection  with  these 
returns,  during  the  time  of  the  town  meeting? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say ;  I  know  that  Mr.  Hussey  was  there  and 
made  some  talk,  but  I  cannot  say  exactly  what  it  was. 

Question.  Can  you  remember  whether  anything  was  said  about 
going  to  Mi.  Abbotf s  house  to  make  out  these  returns,  by  Mr. 
Hussey? 

Answer.  I  have  no  recollection. 

QuesHon.  Or  by  any  other  person  ? 

Answer.  No,  I  think  not ;  I  can  recollect  of  hearing  Mr.  Abbott. 

Question.  Did  Mr.  Hussey  find  any  fault  or  make  any  complaint 
that  you  were  particular  about  this? 

Answer.  Yes.    That  was  after  we  got  all  through ;  Mr.  Huss6y 
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said  that  I  was  '*  Mighty  particular."  He  said  it  in  a  laughing  way, 
after  we  got  through.  He  said  I  was  '^Mighty  particular  but  a 
pretty  clever  kind  of  a  fellow" — or  something  like  that.  I  noticed 
he  was  quite  jovial  for  a  man  that  took  such  an  interest  in  politics  as 
he  did,  and  had  lost  his  Representative  that  he  was  working  for. 

Question.  What  were  his  politics? 

Answer.  Greenback. 

By  Mr.  HALE : 

Question.  After  Mr.  Wood  handed  the  returns  to  the  Town  Clerk 
he  had  an  opportunity  for  signing  them  before  you  took  them? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  And  you  are  certain  that,  when  you  took  the  returns 
and  looked  at  them  after  the  Town  Clerk  had  an  opportunity  for 
signing  them,  one  of  them  was  deficient? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Q^estion.  You  are  certain  this  was  after  Mr.  Wood  had  passed 
them  to  the  Town  Clerk  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  You  are  equally  certain  that,  finding  that  one  deficient, 
you  called  attention  to  it,  and  handed  it  to  the  Town  Clerk? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Whichever  one  that  was,  you  are  certain  you  handed  it 
to  him  and  he  had  an  opportunity  of  making  it  up  ? 

Answer.  'Yes. 

Question.  Was  there  any  return  made  at  that  time  excepting  the 
regular  returns  of  the  town? 

An,swer.  No. 

Question.  The  ones  that  were  aftierwards  found  with  the  Grovernor 
and  Council  were  the  only  ones  you  had  that  day  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  They  were  all  made  up  and  sent  ofiT? 

Answer.  Yes,  they  were  all  made  up  and  signed  and  sealed  there 
as  I  supposed ;  they  were  all  made  up  and  sealed  and  passed  to  Mr. 
Abbott,  the  Clerk. 

Question.  Was  Mr.  Abbott  doing  anything  except  attending  to 
these  returns  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not ;  he  had  no  other  business. 

Question.  The  voting  had  ceased  ? 

Answer.  Yes.     There  was  nothing  but  to  make  up  the  returns. 
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Br  Mb.  HILL: 

Question.  What  did  you  say  in  regard  to  what  Hussey  said  as  to 
feeling  well? 

Anaioer.  After  we  were  all  through  and  were  about  to  go  away,  I 
think  he  patted  me  on  my  shoulder  and  says,  ''You  are  mighty  par- 
ticular but  you  are  a  pretty  clever  kind  of  a  fellow." 

Question.  Did  you  say^  he  felt  pretty  well  ? 

Answer.  I  say  he  felt  quite  jovial,  and  felt  about  as  I  did  any 
way ;  I  felt  pretty  well  because  we  had  got  ours,  I  supposed.  He 
felt  fiill  as  well  if  not  better  than  I  did. 

Question.  Did  you  know  the  result  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  No,  I  had  hopes.  I  thought,  if  we  were  even,  China 
would  balance  Unity. 

By  Mb.  INGALLS  : 

Question.  You  spoke  of  but  one  alteration  in  the  return ;  look  at 
that  and  see  how  that  is?  [Mr.  Ingalls  exhibits  Senatorial  return  to 
witness.] 

Anstoer.  I  cannot  say  as  to  that. 

Br  Mb.  STROUT  : 

Question.  How  long  has  Mr.  Abbott  been  Town  Clerk? 
Answer.  He  was  elected  last  March,  a  year  ago. 

Geobge  B.  Pbat,  recalled. 
By  Mb.  STROUT : 

Question.  Can  you  give  the  Committee  any  information  in  regard 
to  any  matter  testified  to  by  Mr.  Abbott? 

Answer.  I  think  not ;  I  can  remember  of  Mr.  Abbott  saying,  as  I 
went  to  look  over  the  returns,  ''  No  matter  about  it,"  he  would  do  it 
at  his  house  as  it  was  getting  late,  or  something  to  that  effect. 

Question.  Did  you  accept  his  offer? 

Anstoer.  No. 

Question.  You  sealed  them  up  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  time  in  the  afternoon  it  was  known 
at  the  town  meeting  how  the  vote  of  Unity  Plantation  stood  ? 

Anstcer.  I  do  not.     I  was  busy  at  the  time. 

Question.  Did  you  learn  how  it  stood  during  the  afternoon? 

Ansioer.  I  cannot  say  that  I  did  at  the  town  meeting. 
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Question.   You  have  no  personal  knowledge  that  Mr.  Abbott 
knew  it? 
Answer,  No. 

Amasa  BACHELDEBf  9ivom  and  examined. 

By  Mb.  STROUT  : 

Question.  Your  residence? 

Answer.  Albion. 

Question.  Were  jou  one  of  the  Selectmen  of  that  town  in  eighteen 
hundred  and  seventy-nine? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  And  were  present  at  the  annual  town  meeting  at  the 
Town  House? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  After  the  poOa  dosed  at  night  were  you  in  the  desk 
with  the  other  Selectmen  in  making  up  the  returns? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Did  you  see  them  made  up? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Whether  or  not  the  signature  attached  to  these  returns 
which  are  shown  you,  Senatorial,  Representatiye  and  County  Officers, 
of  A.  Bachelder,  is  your  signature  ?  [Witness  examines  signatures 
to  returns.] 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  any  conversation  between  Mr.  Pray 
and  Mr.  Abbott  in  relation  to  the  tune  and  place  of  making  these 
returns? 

AnMoer.  Nothing  more  than  Mr.  Abbott  spoke  something  about 
taking  them  to  his  house,  I  think,  or  going  there. 

Question.  What  was  said  about  it? 

Answer.  Mr.  Rollins  spoke,  and  said  he  thought  they  would  have 
to  be  made  up  in  open  town  meeting,  in  the  Town  House. 

Question.  Were  they  then  so  made  up  and  signed  by  you,  in  the 
order  that  your  signatures  appear  upon  the  returns  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  After  they  were  signed  by  Mr.  Wood,  what  did  he  do 
with  those  blanks? 

Anstoer.  He  passed  them  back  to  Mr.  Abbott. 

Question.  For  what  purpose  ? 
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Answer.  For  him  to  sign,  I  suppose. 

Question,  What  do  3"ou  recollect  in  relation  to  Mr.  Abbotfs  sig-- 
nature  to  any  one  of  them  ? 

Answer,  I  recollect  of  Mr.  Pray  speaking  and  saying  to  Mr.  Abbott 
that  there  was  "  One  here  you  haven't  signed."  I  di^  not  see  them 
after  they  were  signed  by  Mr.  Abbott. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  anything  that  Mr.  Abbott  said  ? 

Answer.  No,  I  do  not. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  whether  any  remark  was  made  by  any 
person  as  to  any  one  of  the  returns  being  correct? 

« 

Answer.  No,  I  do  not. 
Question.  You  have  no  recollection  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  became  of  those  returns  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Pray  sealed  them  up  and  gave  them  to  Mr.  Abbott,. 
I  think. 

Question.  After  Mr.  Abbott's  attention  was  called  to  this  return 
did  you  examine  it  at  all  to  see  whether  he  had  signed  it.  or  not  ? 
Ansfjoer.  No. 

Question.  You  supposed  he  had  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.   Was  there  any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  his  signing? 
Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of. 
Question.  Had  he  opportunity  to  if  he  chose  ? 
Answer.  I  suppose  he  had. 

Question.  I)jLd  you  hear  anything  said  in  relation  to  any  return  not 
being  signed  at  that  time,  excepting  what  you  have  stated? 
Answer.  No. 

Question.  Have  you  signed  any  other  set  of  returns,  excepting 
what  appears  before  the  Committee  at  this  time  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  know,  substantially,  what  the  vote  of  Unity 
Plantation  would  be,  that  is,  what  the  political  character  of  the  vote 
would  be? 

Answer.  Yes.  We  supposed  they  were  all  Democrats  or  Green- 
backers. 
Question.   Solid? 

Answer.  Yes ;  they  usually  are,  I  believe. 
Question.  Whether  or  not,  in  the  town  of  Albion,  the  majority 
was  as  it  bad  been  the  year  before? 
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Ansioer.  I  cannot  say;  but  the  year  before  I  think  they  were 
Greenbackens,  but  I  would  not  say  certain. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  any  remarks  from  any  person  in  relation 
to  the  manner  in  which  those  returns  were  made  up,  at  the  time? 

Answer.  No. 

Question,  From  Mr.  Hussey  or  any  other  person? 

Answer,  No. 

Question.  You  saw  this  return  passed  to  Mr.  Abbott  for  the  pur- 
pose of  signing  it? 

Answer.  Mr.  Wood  passed  them  back.  I  sat  at  the  right  of  Mr. 
Fray,  and  he  passed  them  to  me  to  sign,  uid  I  signed  them  and 
passed  them  to  Mr.  Wood,  and  he  passed  them  around  back. 

Question.  You  remember  distinctly  of  Mr.  Abbotf  s  being  notified 
that  he  had  not  signed  one  of  them,  and  of  its  being  passed  to  him 
for  that  purpose? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  heard  Mr.  Pray  speak  to  him  about  it. 

^Question.  Who  filled  up  the  body  of  the  returns?  ' 

Anstver.  Mr.  Pray. 

tQuestion.  Did  you  make  any  erasures  ? 

Answer.  No,  not  that  I  know  of. 

•'Question.  In  either  of  them — any  erasure? 

.Answer.  I  do  not  know  of  any. 

^Question.  Did  you  see  any  erasure  made  there  ? 

jinsioer.  No,  not  any. 

i Question.  In  either  of  the  returns? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  know  of  any  erasure  being  made'? 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question.  Galling  your  attention  to  the  returns  for  Representative, 
and  also  for  County  Officers,— calling  your  attention  to  an  erasure 
found  in  the  liumber  of  votes  given  for  James  W.  Stratton  "one 
hundred '  sixty  ^  you  perceive  that  there  has  been  an  erasure  and 
alteration ;  was  that  made  with  your  knowledge? 

A-tiswer.  No,  I  didn't  know  that.     I  did  not^notice  any. 

'Question.  Do  you  know  by  whom  that  alteration  or  erasure  was 
made  ? 

Answer.  No ;  I  do  not. 

Question.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  handwriting  of  IVIr.  Pray  ? 

Answer.  Nothing  more  than  what  I  have  seen  since  I  have  been 
in  with  him  this  last  year. 
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Bt  Mb.  mOALLS : 

Question,  Which  is  the  Republican  here? 
AMwer.  Wilson. 

Bt  Mb.  STROUT  : 

Qiiestwn,  Mr.  Stratton  is  the  Opposition? 
Answer.  Yes. 

Bekjahin  F.  Abbott,  stoom  and  examined, 

Bt  Mb.  STROUT : 

Mr.  Stbout,  to  Wttness  :  I  will  notify  you  that  you  are  not 
obliged  to  give  any  testimony  that  would  in  any  way  criminate  or 
implicate  yourself  in  any  improper  transaction. 

Question,  Were  you  Town  Clerk  of  Albion  in  the  year  eighteen 
hundred  and  seTenty-nine  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  town  meeting? 

Anstoer,  Yes. 

Question.  Where  was  it  held? 

Answer.  At  the  Town  House. 

Question.  After  the  polls  closed  did  you  assist  in  counting  the 
votes? 

Answer.  I  looked  over  and  saw  them  count  them ;  I  did  not  count 
them. 

Q^esition,  Did  you  assist  in  making  up  the  returns? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  Calling  your  attention  to  the  three  returns,  Representa- 
tive,  Senatorial  and  County  Officers,  state  in  whose  handwriting  the 
body  of  the  I'etums  are? 

Ansfwer,  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  I  should  say  they  were  in 
Mr.  Fray's. 

Question,  It  appears  upon  the  face  of  the  returns  that  two  of 
tliem  are  signed  by  **  Benjamin  F.  Abbott,  Town  Clerk."  Examine 
tiie  signatures  and  state  whether  they  are  your  signatures  ?  [Wit- 
ness examines  signatures.] 

Answer.  Yes,  they  are. 

Question.  I  perceive  that  one  of  these  returns  is  not  signed  by 
Uie  Town  Clerk,  the  return  for  the  Representative  from  the  town ; 
what  explanation  have  you  to  make  to  the  Committee  in  relation  to 
that  return,  after  hearing  the  testimony  of  the  Selectmen? 


114  ALTS&BD  SLBCTION  RBTURN8. 

Answer.  I  cannot  say ;  bnt  the  year  before  I  think  they  were 
Greenbackers,  bnt  I  would  not  say  certain. 

Question,  Did  you  hear  any  remarks  from  any  person  in  relation 
to  l^e  manner  in  which  those  retoms  were  made  up,  at  the  time  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  From  Mr.  Hussey  or  any  other  person? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  You  saw  this  return  passed  to  Mr.  Abbott  for  the  pur- 
pose of  signing  it? 

Answer.  Mr.  Wood  passed  them  back.  I  sat  at  the  right  of  Mr. 
Pray,  and  he  passed  them  to  me  to  sign,  and  I  signed  them  and 
passed  them  to  Mr.  Wood,  and  he  passed  them  around  back. 

Question.  You  remember  distinctly  of  Mr.  Abbott's  being  notified 
that  he  had  not  signed  one  of  them,  and  of  its  being  passed  to  him 
for  that  purpose? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  heard  Mr.  Pray  speak  to  him  about  it. 

^Question.  Who  filled  up  the  body  of  the  returns  ?  * 

Answer.  Mr.  Pray. 

tQuestion.  Did  you  make  any  erasures  ? 

Answer.  No,  not  that  I  know  of. 

^Question.  In  either  of  them — any  erasure  ? 

.  Answer.  I  do  not  know  of  any. 

^Question.  Did  you  see  any  erasure  made  there  ? 

jinswer.  No,  not  any. 

-Question.  In  either  of  the  returns? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  know  of  any  erasure  being  made  r 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question.  Calling  your  attention  to  the  returns  for  Representative, 
and  also  for  County  Officers, — calling  your  attention  to  an  erasure 
found  in  the  i&umber  of  votes  given  for  James  W.  Stratton  '*on€ 
hundred,' sixty ^  you  perceive  that  there  has  been  an  erasure  and 
cQteration ;  was  that  made  with  your  knowledge  ? 

Answer.  No,  I  didn't  know  that.    I  did  not,  notice  any. 

Question.  Do  you  know  by  whom  that  alteration  or  erasure  iv'as 
made? 

Answer.  No ;  I  do  not. 

Question.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  handwriting  of  Mr.  Pray  ? 

Answer.  Nothing  more  than  what  I  have  seen  since  I  have  Ih^h 
in  with  him  this  last  year. 
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Bt  Mb.  INGALLS  : 
Question.  Which  is  the  Bepublioan  here? 
Anmoer.  Wilson. 

Bt  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Question.  Mr.  Stratton  is  the  Opposition? 
Answer.  Yes. 

Bekjamik  F.  Abbott,  stvom  and  examined. 

By  Mb.  STROUT : 

Mr.  Stroijt,  to  Witness  :  I  will  notLfy  you  that  yon  are  not 
obliged  to  give  any  testimony  that  would  in  any  way  criminate  or 
implicate  yourself  in  any  improper  transaction. 

Question.  Were  you  Town  Clerk  of  Albion  in  the  year  eighteen 
hundred  and  seventy-nine? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  town  meeting? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Where  was  it  held? 

Answer.  At  the  Town  House. 

Question.  After  the  polls  closed  did  you  assist  in  counting  the 
Totes? 

Answer.  I  looked  over  and  saw  them  count  them ;  I  did  not  count 
them. 

Qu£stion.  Did  you  assist  in  making  up  the  returns? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  Calling  your  attention  to  the  three  returns,  Representa- 
tire,  Senatorial  and  County  Officers,  state  in  whose  handwriting  the 
body  of  the  returns  are  ? 

Ansu)er.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  I  should  say  they  were  in 
Mr.  Fray's. 

Question.  It  appears  upon  the  face  of  the  returns  that  two  of 
them  are  signed  by  *'  Benjamin  F.  Abbott,  Town  Clerk.''  Examine 
the  signatores  and  state  whether  they  are  your  signatures?  [Wit- 
ness examines  signatures.] 

Answer.  Yes,  they  are. 

Question.  I  perceive  that  one  of  these  returns  is  not  signed  by 
the  Town  Clerk,  the  return  for  the  Representative  from  the  town ; 
what  explanation  have  you  to  make  to  the  Committee  in  relation  to 
that  return,  after  hearing  the  testimony  of  the  Selectmen? 
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Ansioer.  The  explanation  that  I  shall  have  to  make  in  regard  to 
that  is  very  limited,  for  I  was  not  aware  that  there  was  such  an 
omission  in  the  return.  I  supposed  tliey  were  all  coirectly  certified 
to,  and  it  was  with  that  idea  that  it  has  been  in  my  mind  dear  up  to 
within  a  few  days  ago. 

Question.  Did  Mr.  Wood  pass  you  the  returns  for  your  signature 
after  he  had  signed  them? 

Answer.  I  think  he  did. 

Question.  You  recollect  that  fact? 

Ansioer.  Yes,  I  think  I  do. 

Question.  Did  you  sit  at  the  same  desk  with  him  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  In  what  space  were  you  all  sitting ;  as  close  together  as 
you  could  be  ? 

Answer.  As  close  as  we  could  conveniently  sit  and  work. 

Question.  Did  you  have  X)ens  and  ink  present? 

Answer.  Yes.  • 

Qicestion.  What  were  you  doing  while  Mr.  Pray  was  making  out 
the  body  of  the  returns  ? 

Answer.  I  think  I  sat  beside  him  and  saw  him  writing ;  I  do  not 
know  but  I  lit  my  pipe  and  smoked. 

Question.  Were  you  doing  anything  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  Nothing  particular  that  I  have  in  my  mind. 

Question.  Do  you  remember- that  you  lit  j^our  pipe  and  smoked? 

Answer.  I  am  not  positive  that  I  did.  I  cannot  say  that  I  posi- 
tively remember  it. 

Question.  Can  you  remember  you  were  doing  anything  excepting 
waiting  to  close  up  the  returns  and  have  them  sealed  up,  so  as  to 
take  them  to  the  Secretary  of  State's  office  ? 

Answer.  I  should  not  want  to  say  that  I  do  positively. 

Question.  Did  you  suggest  taking  the  returns  to  your  house  to 
make  up? 

Answer.  Well,  I  don't  know  whether  you  would  call  it  suggesting 
to  take  them  there ;  I  asked  Mr.  Rollins  if  we  could  do  it ;  he  said 
we  could  not. 

Question.  Why  did  you  ask  Mr.  Rollins  if  you  could  unless  you 
intended  to  do  s^? 

Answer.  I  was  not  aware  that  it  was  against  the  law  to  take  them 
out. 

Question.  Did  you  intend  so  to  do? 
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Answer.  Preyions  to  ascertaining? 

Question.  Yes? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  You  had  no  intention  of  taking  them  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Then  what  was  you^  purpose  in  asking  ? 

Answer.  It  was  dark,  and  we  had  to  have  some  lights,  and  I 
thought  it  would  be  more  convenient  to  go  into  m}'  house ;  or  Mr. 
Wood's — ^I  think  I  proposed  our  nearest  Selectman's  house — ^he 
lived  not  far  from  the  Town  House. 

Question.  What  time  did  the  polls  close  ? 

Answer.  At  the  usual  time, — sunset,  I  think. 

Question.  This  was  the  eighth  of  September? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  How  long  did  it  take  you  to  count  the  votes, — three 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  votes  ? 

Answer.  I  should  think  we  were  about  an  hour,  getting  them 
counted  and  arranged. 

Question.  Do  you  think  it  took  you  as  long  as  that? 

Answer.  I  should  think  we  were  about  an  hour. 

Question.  I  understand  you  to  say  yoxx  asked  this  question  fox  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  ^''ou  could  take  the  retiuns  to  3'our 
house  to  make  them  up  ? 

Answer.  I  acknowledged  my  ignorance  in  regard  to  the  law  on 
that  point,  and  I  asked  Mr.  Rollins  if  we  could  do  it. 

Question.  Did  3'ou  receive  from  the  Secretary  of  State's  office  a 
set  of  blank  returns,  together  with  blank  envelopes  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  They  came  to  you? 

Answer.  They  did. 

Question.  Did  they  have  printing  upon  the  back  of  them  ? 

Answer.  I  think  they  did.  [Mr.  Strout  shows  an  envelope  to 
witness.] 

Question.  Did  not  each  one  of  those  envelopes  have  printed  upon 
it  the  words,  ^^^ Sealed  vp  in  open  town  meeting?" 

Answer.  I  think  likely  they  did ;  I  wouldn't  question  at  all  but 
thev  did. 

Question.  How  long  before  the  town  meeting  were  the  blank 
returns  sent  you? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  I  should  think  a  week ;  I  do  not  know 
but  ten  days. 
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Qu^estion.  A  week  or  ten  days  you  had  them? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Did  you  carry  them  to  the  town  meeting  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Wasn't  there  printed  upon  each  one  of  the  blank  returns, 
in  large  letters,  the  following  words :  ''^ Important!  Notice  to  clerks. 
This  return  must  be  sealed  up  in  open  town  meeting,,  in  the  envelope 
of  corresponding  numJ>ery  and  forvxirded  to  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  StateV 

Answer.  I  tiiink  it  was. 

Question.  And  upon  the  back  of  the  return  were  you  not  referred 
to  section  thirty-three  of  the  statute,  inside,  which  made  that  the 
requirement  of  the  law?     [Mr.  Strout  shows  return  to  witness.] 

Answer.  Yes,  I  see  that,  and  I  have  read  it  of  late. 

Question.  Weren't  you  referred  on  the  outside  of  each  one  of  the 
blank  returns  to  that  provision  of  the  law,  requiring  it  to  be  sealed 
up  in  open  town  meeting? 

Answer.  I  presume  so. 

Question.  Do  you  still  say  you  asked  the  question  simply  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  or  not  it  was  required  by  law,  that 
these  returns  should  be  sealed  up  in  open  town  meeting? 

Answer.  I  asked  Mr.  Rollins  that  question,  and  the  reply  was  we 
couldn't  do  it ;  I  might  have  known,!  presume ;  I  did  not  give  it  any 
particular  thought. 

Question.  Why  should  you  ask  him  that,  with  all  these  directions 
before  you  ? 

Answer.  I  had  not  my  mind  on  them ;  he  was  very  near  and  I 
asked  him. 

Question.  Still  you  asked  him  without  any  purpose  of  taking  the 
returns  home? 

Answer.  No ;  if  he  had  said  that  we  could  have  done  it  I  do  not 
know  but  we  should. 

Question.  Didn't  you  offer  to  make  up  the  returns  yourself? 

Answer.  No,  never. 

Question.  What  suggestion  did  you  make  in  relation  to  leaving 
these  returns  unsealed  so  you  could  take  them  home  and  look  them 
over? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  made  such  a  statement. 

Question.  Do  you  say  you  did  not? 

Answer.  I  do. 
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Question.  Are  you  acquainted  with  Mr.  Brown  ? 

Anstoer.  I  know  him  by  sight — ^I  am  not  any  acquainted  with  him. 

Question.  Are  you  acquainted  with  F.  M.  Fogg? 

Answer.  No ;  I  know  him,  but  not  acquainted. 

Question.  Did  you  see  either  of  them  or  have  any  conference  with 
them  before  the  September  meeting? 

Answer.  I  saw  Mr.  Fogg  before  the  September  meeting ;  I  do 
not  know  how  long  before ;  but  not  long  before  the  September  meet- 
ing, he  was  at  our  place  and  spoke. 

Question.  When  was  that? 

Answer.  In  the  fall. 

Question.  Fix  the  time  as  near  as  you  can? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  I  can  give  you  the  time  definitely,  but 
I  guess  it  was  in  August,  some  time. 

Question.  Wasn't  it  within  a  very  short  time  prior  to  the  Septem- 
ber meeting? 

Answer.  I  cannot  be  positive  in  regard  to  it,  but  I  do  not  think  it 
was  a  great  while  before  the  September  meeting. 

Question.  Where  did  he  stop? 

Answer.  He  stopped  at  my  place  to  dinner. 

Question.  Stopped  at  your  house  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Had  you  received  these  blank  returns  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  whether  I  had  or  not. 

Question.  State  all  the  conversation  that  you  can  recollect,  if  you 
have  any  recollection  of  any,  with  Mr.  Fogg  in  relation  to  your 
duties  as  Town  Clerk? 

Answer.  There  never  was  a  question  or  word  passed  between  us 
in  regard  to  it. 

Question.  Quite  sure  about  that? 

Answer.  I  am. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  conversation  with  Mr.  Hussey  about 
it? 

Answer.  About  the  returns  ? 

Question.  Yes? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  At  any  time  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  since  I  learned  there  was  an  omission  he  talked 
about  it  with  me. 

Question.  Do  you  and  Mr.  Hussey  belong  to  the  same  political 
party? 
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Answer.  I  presume  we  do. 

Question.  Are  you  Republicans  ?  were  you  last  fall  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.     Do  you  remember  the  fact  of  your  attention  being 
called  to  one  of  the  returns  not  being  signed  ? 

Answer.  I  couldn't  s&y ;  I  have  no  recollection  of  it ;  *but  then  I 
wouldn't  say  that  it  wasn't,  because  it  might  have  been. 

Question.  You  cannot  remember  an3rthing  about  that  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  that  it  was. 

Question.  You  cannot  remember  anything  about  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  I  cannot  remember  of  my  attention  being  called  to 
it. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  of  saving,  as  to  either  of  the  returns, 
that  ''This  return  is  correct,"  or  "All  right,"  or  words  to  that  effect? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  that. 

Question.  Have  no  knowledge  of  it? 

Ansiver.  No ;  I  would  not  say  it  was  not  so,  but  I  do  not  remem- 
ber of  words  passing  of  that  kind. 

Question.  Which  of  the  returns  was  first  made  up  by  Mr.  Pray  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  you. 

Question.  Have  you  any  recollection  about  it? 

Anstoer.  No. 

Question.  After  he  made  up  the  body  of  the  return  and  signed  his 
name  to  it,  what  did  he  do  with  it? 

An^ver.  I  have  the  impression  that  he  passed  it  around  to  the 
other  Selectmen  to  sign. 

Question.  To  Mr.  Bachelder  and  Mr.  Wood? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  And  from  Mr.  Wood  where  did  it  go? 

Answer.  It  came  to  me. 

Qtcestion.  For  what  purpose  ? 

Answer.  To  sign. 

Question.  As  fast  as  he  finished  one  of  the  returns  and  signed  it, 
did  he  pass  it  to  the  others  to  complete  ? 

A7is2cer.  I  think  he  did. 

Question.  Then  they  passed  it  to  you  ? 

AvMver.  Yes. 

Question.  So  you  had  the  returns  singly,  as  they  completed  them 
and  passed  them  over  to  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  I  think  so. 
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Question.  Did  they  then  look  them  over  to  see  if  they  were  prop- 
erly signed? 
Answer.  I  cannot  say. 
Question.  You  cannot  remember? 
Answer.  No. 

Question.  If  those  returns  were  passed  to  you  one  by  one,  for  the 
purpose  of  your  signature,  and  you  had  nothing  else  to  do  but  to 
sign  them,  explain  to  the  Committee  why  you  did  not  sign  it? 
Answer.  I  cannot  do  it, — ^I  cannot  do  it. 

Question.  You  know  that  the  law  required  your  signature,  did 
vou  not? 
Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  You  knew  that  if  you  didn't  place  your  signature  as 
Town  Clerk  upon  that  return  that  it  was  an  invalid  return? 
Answer.  No,  I  did  not. 

Question.  What  did  you  think  that  the  law  required  your  signa- 
ture for? 
Answer.  What  was  your  question  ? 

Question.  What  did  you  suppose  the  law  required  your  signature 
upon  the  returns  for? 
Answer.  To  make  it  valid,  as  I  understand. 
Question.  Then  if  it  did  not  have  3'our  signature  you  understand 
it  to  be  invalid  ? 
Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  With  that  understanding  and  that  knowledge  when  the 
return  was  passed  to  you  for  your  signature,  you  have  no  reason  to 
give  why  you  did  not  sign  it? 

Answer.  I  can't.  I  have  no  reason  in  the  world,  and  I  couldn't 
give  a  reason  to  save  my  life — to  save  my  life  from  going  down 
through  the  floor — ^I  couldn't  tell  you. 

Question.  Did  you  know  how  the  election  went  that  day  in  the 
town  of  Albion? 
Anstoer.  That  day  after  the  vote  was  counted  ? 
Question.  Yes? 
Anstoer.  Yes. 

Question.  When  these  returns  were  made  up  you  knew  that  fact? 
Anstoer.  Yes. 

Question.  Did  you  know  it  had  gone  different  from  the  election 
the  year  before  ? 
Answer.  Yes. 
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Quegtion,  You  knew  it  had  gone  for  the  Republicans? 

Answer,  Yes. 

Question,  Did  you  also  know  in  relation  to  the  vote  in  Unity 
Plantation  ? 

Answer,  No. 

Question.  Had  you  any  reason  to  believe  it  would  not  be  solid  for 
the  Fusion  party  ? 

Answer,  No,  I  had  no  reason  to  believe  but  what  it  would. 

Question.  You  expected  it  would? 

Answer,  Yes. 

Question,  Having  that  knowledge — ^knowing  that  the  town  of 
Albion  had  gone  Republican,  and  knowing  that  your  signature  was 
needed  to  that  return  to  make  it  a  valid  return  in  order  that  that 
vote  might  be  counted — ^you  omitted  to  sign  it ;  is  that  true  ? 

Answer,  No. 

Question,  You  did  not  sign  it? 

Answer,  I  know ;  at  least  it  so  appears. 

Queation,  Isn't  it  true  you  knew  that  the  town  had  gone  Republi- 
can, and  you  knew  that  your  signature  was  necessary  in  order  to 
make  the  return  vaUd? 

Answer,  Yes. 

Question,  With  what  person  did  you  first  have  any  conversation 
in  relation  to  the  fact  that  this  return  was  not  signed  ? 

Answer,  I  think  it  was  Nathan  Wellington ;  he  lives  at  Albion 
Comer.     No ;  I  am  mistaken  ;  it  was  Walter  Husse3^ 

Question,  Is  he  the  same  Mr.  Hussey  that  has  been  spoken  of 
here? 

An>iwer,  Yes. 

Question,  Where  did  he  obtain  his  .information? 

Answer,  He  said  he  got  it  from  Brown. 

Question,  What  Brown  ? 

Answer,  I  presume  he  meant  S.  S.  Brown,  but  he  did  not  say. 

Question,  S.  S.  Brown,  of  Governor  Garcelon's  Council? 

Answer,  Yes ;  that  is  who  I  took  it  he  meant. 

Question,  Did  you  talk  the  matter  over  with  him  at  that  time  ? 

Answer,  Some  little ;  I  told  him  it  was  not  so.  He  said  that 
Brown  told  him  that  it  was ;  I  told  him  he  must  be  mistaken  ;  he 
said  all  he  knew  about  it  was  what  he  told  him  that  day  here  in 
Augusta. 

Question.  When  was  that  conversation? 
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Ayiswer.  It  was  somewhere  from  the  tenth  to  twentieth  of 
December,  I  think. 

Question.  Can't  you  fix  it  any  more  nearly  than  that? 

Answer.  I  can't  to-night;  if  I  was  at  home  I  think  I  might, 
perhaps. 

Quezon.  Haye  yoa  stated  all  you  know  and  given  all  the  reasons 
that  occur  to  you  in  relation  to  your  not  signing  this  return? 

Answer,  Everything  that  I  know  of. 

By  Mb.  INGALLS : 

Question.  Was  there  any  design  on  your  part  to  omit  signing,  to 
aid  your  party? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Was  it  purely  accidental  that  you  did  not  sign  it? 

Ansioer.  Purely  accidental. 

Question.  Was  it  passed  to  you  to  be  signed? 

Answer.  I  presume  that  it  was, — ^but  I  cannot  say  positively  that 
it  was — ^but  I  presume  it  was,  the  same  as  the  rest  of  them. 

Question.  Who  put  the  returns  into  the  envelopes? 

Ansioer.  Mr.  Pray. 

Question.  All  of  them? 

Answer.  I  think  he  did. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  of  Mr.  Pray  saying  to  you,  '*  Here  is 
one  return  you  haven't  signed  ?  " 

Ansioer.  No,  I  do  not  remember  anything  about  it ;  but  then  I 
wouldn't  say  that  he  didn't,  but  I  haven't  any  recollection  of  it. 

Question.  What  towns  compose  your  district? 

Ansioer.     Albion,  China  and  Unity  Plantation. 

* 

By  Mb.  STROUT: 

Question.  Wasn't  it  reported  at  the  town  meeting  in  Albion,  as 
early  as  three  or  four  o'clock  that  afternoon,  how  Unity  Plantation 
had  gone  ? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Wasn't  it  common  talk  in  town  meeting,  known  to 
everybody  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  but  it  was,  but  I  did  not  know  it. 

Que^ion.  You  were  there? 

Anstcer.  I  was. 

Question.  What  were  you  doing  dmnng  the  afternoon? 
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Answer,  We  were  using  the  check  list,^-checkiiig  names  as  they 
came  up  to  vote. 

Question.  You  were  not  down  on  the  floor  of  the  house  ? 

Answer.  I  think  I  was  not  out  on  the  floor  but  once  in  the  after- 
noon. 

Question.  Isn't  it  true  that  you  heard  from  that  Plantation  as 
early  as  one  or  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon ;  and  didn't  you  then, 
after  hearing  that,  get  up  and  say,  ^^ Every  man  stick  to  the  Ghreenback 
ticket  and  vote  the  Ghreenback  ticket  f" 

Answer.  No,  I  have  no  recollection  of  making  such  a  statement 
in  regard  to  hearing  fi'om  that  vote ;  I  made  a  statement  in  town 
meeting,  probably  the  one  Mr.  Libbey  has  drawn  your  attention  to. 
Some  of  our  men  were  voting  for  the  Republican  Representative, — 
I  saw  the  ballots  as  they  were  put  in — ^voted  our  ticket  with  that 
exception,  and  I  called  their  attention  to  it,  and  asked  them  if  they 
were  aware  they  were  voting  for  the  Republican  Representative,  that 
they  better  stick  and  vote  for  their  own  man,  or  something  to  that 
effect. 

Question.  I  call  your  attention  to  erasures  in  the  vote  for  "  James 
W.  Stratton,"  appearing  upon  the  Representative  return,  the  word 
^^  sixty"  in  the  number  of  votes  and  the  figures  ^^160."  You  see 
there  have  been  erasures  and  alterations ;  I  wish  to  ask  you  whether 
you  made  those  erasures  and  alterations  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question.  You  have  no  knowledge  who  made  them? 

Ansiver.  No,  not  the  least. 

Question.  Did  you  make  them? 

AnMoer.  No. 

Question.  Were  they  made,  so  far  as  you  know,  when  you  depos- 
ited them  in  the  Secretary  of  State's  office  ? 

Answer.  Not  as  far  as  I  know. 

Question.  Did  you  send  these  returns  by  mail,  or  did  you  deposit 
them  ih  the  Secretary  of  State's  office  ? 

Answer.  I  sent  them  by  mail. 

Question.  I  call  your  attention  to  the  erasures  in  the  figures  in  the 
County  return,  ^'•160"  where  it  appears  to  have  been  changed  from 
*'^"  to  "^,"  ^^  James  R.  Goodwin  160;"  have  you  any  knowledge 
about  that? 

Answer.  No,  not  the  least. 
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By  Mr.  COOK. 

Question.  As  Town  Clerk  you  were  in  the  habit  of  making  out 
papers  where  your  signature  was  required,  such  as  warrants  ? 

Answer.  The  warrants  do  not  require  my  signature. 

Question,  Are  you  in  the  habit  of  making  mistakes  —  have  you 
found  many  mistakes  in  your  business  for  the  town  for  the  past  year  ? 
Have  the  Selectmen  found  any  mistakes  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  they  have  looked  oyer  the  records 
much. 

Question.  Have  there  been  any  mistakes  found  that  were  brought 
to  your  knowledge  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  one  mistake  was  brought  to  my  knowledge  since  I 
have  been  in  Augusta — a  small  mistake. 

Question.  Where  it  required  your  signature  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  This  business  \A  about  as  important  as  anything  in  the 
year, — at  State  elections  when  you  have  to  sign  your  name  to  make 
a  paper  valid? 

Answer.  I  should  say  it  was  the  most  important, — ^that  is  as  much 
so  as  anything. 

Br  Mb.  STBOUT  : 

Question.  Did  you  see  S.  S.  Brown  out  to  your  place  before  elec- 
tioD ;  and  if  so,  when,  as  near  as  you  can  fix  the  time.  ?  [Witness 
asks  Llewellyn  Libbey  when  the  trouble  with  Wing  was,  and  Mr. 
lAhhej  replies  "Before  election ;  I  cannot  tell  exactly,  but  I  think 
in  August,  think  it  was  two  or  three  weeks  before  election  that  you 
and  Wing  had  your  trouble."] 

Answer.  He  was  out  there  at  that  time ;  that  was  the  only  time  I 
saw  him  for  the  year. 

Question.  Was  that  about  the  time  you  received  the  blank  returns  ? 

Answer.  I  should  say  it  was  some  time  before. 

Question.  How  did  you  receive  the  returns  ? 

Answer,  By  mail. 

Question.  Was  he  at  your  house  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Where  did  you  see  him? 

Answer.  I  saw  him  at  my  shop  and  in  the  road. 

Question.  What  is  your  business? 

Answer.  Blacksmith. 

Question.  How  long  were  you  with  him  at  ihat  time? 
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Answer.  I  should  say  ten  minutes. 

Question*  Did  he  call  jou  out  to  the  road? 

Answer.  No ;  I  called  him  into  the  shop ;  I  had  a  paper  I  wanted 
him  to  make  for  me  and  I  gave  him  the  items  and  he  took  them  and 
went  where  he  stopped ;  he  was  out  on  a  law  suit.  He  drew  up  the 
paper  for  me,  and  stopped  in  the  road  and  handed  it  to  me  when 
he  went  back. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  conversation  about  political  matters? 

Answer.  No,  I  do  not  think  it  was  mentioned. 

Q;u/e8tion.  Quite  sure  about  that? 

Answer.  I  am. 

Llewellyn  Libbbt,  sworn  wnd  eaoomined. 

By  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Question.  Are  you  Postmaster  at  Albion  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 
*  Qiaestion.  A  Republican? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  annual  town  meeting  for  the 
election  of  officers  in  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  At  what  time  was  it  cmrently  known  how  the  vote  of 
Unity  Plantation  stood? 

Answer.  At  two  o'clock,  at  the  latest. 

Q^iestion.  Who  brought  the  news? 

Answer.  One  George  Foss. 

Question.  What  do  you  know  as  to  its  being  the  subject  of  general 
talk? 

Answer.  It  was  reported  there  currently  and  we  aU  talked  it  over. 
I  supposed  that  every  one  knew  just  how  it  went,  and  it  went  just  as 
we  expected  it  would  go,  too. 

By  Mr.  HALE : 

Question.  How  far  is  it  to  Unity  Plantation  ? 

Answer.  About  six  miles. 

Question.  Were  you  present  when  these  returns  were  made  up  ? 

Answer.  No ;  I  was  there  till  the  vote  was  declared ;  then  I  came 
to  Augusta  with  the  vote. 

Question.  Any  other  matter  that  you  know  in  relation  to  it? 

Answer.  No,  I  do  not  know  as  there  is. 
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Febrtjart  24,  1880,  P.  M. 
Albion  P.  Boiinet,  moom  and  examined. 

By  Mb.  STROUT  : 

Question,  Where  do  joa  reside? 

Answer.  Buckfield. 

Question.  What  office  in  the  town  of  Bnckfield  did  you  hold 
during  the  year  eighteeu  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  if  any? 

Anstcer.  I  was  chabman  of  Selectmen. 

Question.  State  whether  you  were  present  at  the  annual  election 
September  eighth,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  held  in  the 
town  of  Buckfield? 

Ansujer.  I  was. 

Question.  Where  was  it  held? 

Answer.  At  our  Town  House. 

Question.  Whether  or  not  you  assisted  in  making  up  the  returns? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  Please  examine  the  return  that  is  shown  you  and  marked 
^^ Exhibit  P,  Q.  D.  B.j  Clerk  of  Committee^^'  and  state  whether  or 
not  it  is  the  return  for  County  Officers  from  the  town  of  Buckfield? 

Answer.  I  should  say  I  had  seen  that  before ;  and  it  is  the  return, 
I  should  call  it. 

Question.  Whether  or  not  any  part  of  it  is  in  your  handwriting? 

Ansioer.  The  most  of  it  is  in  my  handwriting,  and  there  is  my 
signature. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  the  body  of  the  return? 

Answer.  Tes ;  the  body  of  the  return  is  in  my  handwriting. 

Question.  That  was  made  out  by  you? 

Answer.  Yes,  it  Ib  my  writing. 

Question.  The  signature  ^^  Albion  P.  Bonney  "  is  your  signature? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Qtiestion.  Whether  or  not  the  signatures  of  the  remaining  Select- 
men are  original  signatures  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  saw  them  sign. 

Question.  Where  was  the  return  made  up  ? 

Ansioer.  At  the  Town  House  in  Buckfield. 

Question.  I  call  your  attention  to  the  heading  of  the  return,  and 
ask  you  to  state  whether  or  not  you  find  the  name  of  the  town  and 
the  county  therein  written? 

Answer.  No,  it  is  not  written. 
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Qy^stwn.  Whether  or  not  you  find  any  attempt  to  write  any  part 
of  the  name  of  the  town  or  county,  and  if  so  state  what  it  is  ? 

Afiswer.  In  the  place  for  county  here  it  seems  that  some  one  com- 
menced and  made  an  "  0";  but  it  is  not  my  doings. 

Question.  Whether  or  not  that  is  either  in  your  handwriting  or 
any  one  of  the  Selectmen  of  Buckfield  for  that  year? 

Answer.  I  should  say  it  was  not. 

Question.  I  now  call  your  attention  to  the  signatures  of  the 
Selectmen  and  of  the  Town  Clerk,  *'C.  C.  Spaulding,"  and  the 
word  "  Buckfield"  which  is  written  under  the  printed  word  "  Select- 
men," by  which  the  return  would  read,  as  signed,  ^^  Albion  P.  Bon- 
ney,  Merritt  Farrar^  A.  F.  Mason,  Selectmen  of  Buckfield."  I  call 
your  attention  to  the  word  Buckfield  written  there?  [Witness 
examines  return.] 

Answer.  That  I  should  say  was  not  put  in  there. 

Question.  That  was  not  put  in  at  the  time  the  return  was  made 

up? 

Answer.  No,  it  was  not. 

Question.  Is  that  in  your  handwriting? 

Answer.  It  is  not. 

Question.  Is  it  in  the  handwriting  of  C.  C.  Spaulding,  Town 
Clerk? 

Answer.  I  should  say  it  was  not. 

Question.  Is  it  in  the  handwriting  of  Merritt  Farrar  or  A.  F. 
Mason? 

Answer.  I  should  say  it  was  not. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  see  that  word  written  there  before? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  With  the  exception  of  that  word,  which  you  say  was 
not  written  by  yourself  or  the  other  Town  Officers,  was  there  any- 
thing upon  the  face  of  the  return  to  show  for  what  town  the  return 
was  made,  on  the  face  of  the  return? 

Answer.  No,  not  on  the  face. 

Question.  Is  the  filing  on  the  back  of  the  return  in  your  hand- 
writing? 

Answer.  I  should  say  that  was  my  handwriting. 

Question.  So  that  the  return,  as  originally  made  out,  left  the  name 
of  the  town  and  the  county  blank,  did  it  not? 

Answer.  I  should  say  so ;  yes. 
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Question.  Haye  yon,  or  has  any  person,  to  your  knowledge,  writ- 
ten the  word  in  since?    Do  yon  know  of  any  person  who  did  it? 
Anstoer.  No,  I  do  not. 

Q^est^on.  Did  any  of  the  Town  Officers  do  it,  to  your  knowledge? 
Answer.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Question.  When  did  you  first  hear,  as  near  as  you  can  recollect, 
that  this  return  was  defective,  or  that  it  did  not  appear  upon  the 
face  of  the  return  from  what  town  or  county  the  return  was  made  ? 
Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  I  can  tell  what  time  it  was.     I  heard 
by  the  way  of  'Squire  Bisbee  that  it  was  defective.' 
Question.  George  D.  Bisbee? 
Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Whether  or  not  he  was  sent  to  Augusta? 
Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Was  he  sent  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the  returns?  * 
Answer.  I  cannot  tell  you  about  that. 

Question.  I  now  call  your  attention  to  three  other  returns  marked 
''ExhihU  g,  G.  D.  B.,  Clerk  of  Committee;'  ''Exhibit  R,  G.  D.  B., . 
Clerk  of  CommiUee^'  and  ''Exhibit  S,  G.  D.  B.,  Clerk  of  Commit- 
tee;' purporting  to  be  the  returns  for  Representatives  and  Senators, 
and  the  Clerk's  return  from  the  town  of  Buckfield  for  the  annual 
election  of  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  and  ask  whether  or 
not  you  find  the  names  of  the  town  and  the  county  properiy  written- . 
in,  in  the  headings  of  these  returns? 
Answer.  Yes ;  I  find  them  all  written  in. 

Question.  Examine  the  signatures  of  the  Town  Ofi3cers  and  the  • 
Town  Clerk,  and  state  whether  or  not  you  find  the  word  "Buckfield" 
written  there  in  like  manner  as  it  appears  to  be  written  on  the  return 
for  County  Officers  to  which  your  attention  was  first  called? 
Ansioer.  No ;  I  do  not  find  the  word  "Buckjield." 
Question.  In  that  respect  does  or  does  not  the  return  that  you 
first  examined,  where  the  word   "Buckfield"  was  written  in   an*! 
unknown  hand,  differ  from  the  other  three  returns  which  you  hold  ? 

Answer.  Yes;  we  did  not  consider  that  the  word  "Buckfield" 
was  necessary  to  be  written  in. 

Question.  Whether  or  not  in  the  first  return  shown  to  you  the  • 
word  "Buckfield"  there  written  is  written  in  any  hand  writing  you  i 
ever  saw  or  ever  remember  of  seeing? 
Answer.  I  do  not  remember  of  seeing  any. 
Question.  You  are  a  Republican? 

Answer.  Yes. 
9 
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Ctbcs  C.  Spauuding,  9wom  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Qu^tion.  Where  do  you  reside  ? 

Answer.  Buekfield. 

Question.  Whether  or  not  daring  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
seventy-nine,  you  were  Town  Clerk  of  the  town  of  Buekfield? 

Answer,  Yes. 

Question.  Please  examine  the  return  for  County  Officers  from  the 
town  of  Buekfield,  marked  ''Exhibit  P,  O.  D.  B.,  Clerk  of  Com- 
miUee^^'  and  state  whether  or  not  the  signature  therein  as  Town 
Clerk  is  your  own? 

Answer.  Yes,  it  is. 

Question.  Were  you  present  when  that  return  was  made  up? 

Ansioer.  I  was. 

Question.  Where  was  it  made  up  ? 

Answer.  Made  up  at  ihe  Town  House  in  our  town. 

Question.  And  signed  by  all  the  Selectmen? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Did  you  see  tiieir  signatures? 

Ariswer.  Yes. 

Question.  I  now  call  your  attention  to  the  word  ^'Buckfieid^ 
written  opposite  the  signatures  of  the  three  Selectmen,  and  ask  yoa 
if  that  is  in  your  hand  writing? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Is  it  in  the  hand  writing  of  either  of  the  Town  Qffioers 
of  the  town  of  Buekfield  ? 

Answer.  I  should  Bay  not. 

Question.  Is  it  in  any  hand  writing  with  which  ycm  are  acquainted  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Please  examine  that  return  and  state,  firom  your  knowl- 
edge of  the  several  hand  writings  that  appear  there,  whether  or  not 
the  word  ''Buekfield*'  was  written  upon  it  by  any  officer  of  the  town 
of  Buekfield,  when  it  was  sent  forward  to  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  State? 

Answer.  I  should  say  not. 

Question.  Whether  or  not  it  has  been  added  since  it  left  your  hands  ? 

Answer.  1  should  suppose  it  had ;  it  shows  there. 

Question.  State  whether  you  sent  fbrward  the  several  returns^ 
yourself  ? 

Answer.  I  did. 
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Question.  Were  they  sealed  up  in  ^pen  town  meeting? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Q^est^<m.  They  were  sealed  up  and  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of 
State's  office? 

Anmoer,  Yes. 

Question.  After  liiose  returns  were  sealed  up  in  open  town  meet- 
ing did  any  person  open  them  again? 

Answer.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Question.  Did  they  remain  in  your  possession  till  yon  deposited 
them  in  the  mail? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Was  there  any  opportunity  to  tamper  with  the  returns 
after  they  were  sealed  up  by  the  Town  Officers  before  they  were 
delivered  into  the  Secretary  of  State's  office  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  I  call  your  attention  to  the  other  returns  made  firom  the 
town  of  Buckfield  at  that  time ;  were  those  returns  also  sealed  up 
and  sent  forward  by  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Do  you  recognize  them  as  the  original  returns  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  I  do. 

Question.  You  find  that  those  returns  have  the  town  and  county 
properly  written  in,  in  the  heading? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Whether  or  not  this  return  with  the  word  ^^  Buckfield  " 
written  off  against  the  Selectmen  differs  in  that  respect  firom  what  is 
usual  in  making  up  your  returns  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  I  call  your  attention  to  the  first  return  shown  you,  for 
County  Officers,  to  an  attempt  to  fill  one  of  the  blanks ;  what  do  you 
find  there? 

Answer.  I  find  a  part  of  an  ''  O ;"  I  should  say  some  one  began 
to  write  "  0." 

Question.  Commenced  to  write  and  then  gave  it  up  ? 

Answer.  Yea. 

Question.  Is  that  your  writing? 

Answer^  No,  sir. 

Question.  Is  it  the  hand  writing  of  any  of  the  Town  Officers  in 
your  town? 

Ansuser.  I  should  say  not ;  I  cannot  tell,  but  I  should  say  not. 
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Q^estion.  What  are  jour  politics  ? 

AfiMoer.  I  am  a  Democrat. 

Qmeation,  And  the  gentleman  who  last  testified? 

Answer.  He  calls  himself  a  Republican. 

Question,  Have  you  any  doubt  that  the  return  last  shown  you  has 
been  changed,  by  adding  the  word  ^^  Buckfield"  after  it  left  your 
hands  as  Town  Clerk  of  Buckfield? 

Answer.  I  should  say  it  had ;  I  should  say  that  that  word  had 
been  written  in  since  it  left  my  hands. 

George  D.  Bisbee,  swam  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Question.  You  are  Clerk  of  this  Committee  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Where  is  your  residence?  and  what  is  your  profession? 

Answer.  Buckfield,  Oxford  county ;  I  am  an  attorney  at  law. 

Question.  State  whether  or  not,  after  the  September  election,  you 
were  employed  by  any  persons  to  come  to  Augusta  for  the  purpose 
of  examining  the  returns  from  Oxford  county ;  and  if  so,  by  whom, 
and  when  did  you  come,  and  what  did  you  do?    State  fhlly. 

Answer.  I  was  employed  by  a  portion  of  the  County  OflScers, — ^I 
recollect  by  the  Republican  candidates  for  Judge  of  Probate  and 
County  Treasurer;  and  I  was  also  employed  by  the  Republican 
candidates  for  the  Senate  and  the  House  of  Representatiyes. 

Q;uestion.  I}id  you  come  to  Augusta? 

Answer.  I  came  to  Augusta  on  the  first  day  of  December,  I  think ; 
it  was  Monday  before  the  first  Tuesday  of  December,  and  I  think 
it  was  the  first  day  of  December. 

Question.  State  what  you  did,  and  what  took  place  ? 

Answer.  I  came  to  the  Council  Chamber  on  the  night  of  Monday, 
the  first  day  of  December,  and  I  saw  some  members  of  the  Council ; 
I  saw  Mr.  Foster,  of  Bangor,  and  Mr.  Moody;  and  Mr.  Fogg, 
perhaps.  It  was  late  in  the  afternoon  ;  they  had  other  business,  and 
they  told  me  if  I  would  call  in  the  morning  I  should  see  the  returns 
from  Oxford  county.  I  did  call  in  the  morning, — ^Tuesday  morn- 
ing, the  second  day  of  December, — and  they  gave  me  admission  to 
the  Council  Chamber ;  and,  after  some  consultation,  they  decided  to 
allow  me  to  see  the  returns  for  County  Officers  from.  Oxford  county, 
such  as  I  had  certified  copies  of  the  records  of.  There  are  some 
thirty-seven  towns  in  our  county,  and  I  only  had  with  me  then 
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certified  copies  of  the  records  of  some  eighteen  towns ;  among  them 
I  had  a  certified  copy,  of  the  record  of  my  own  town  of  Buckfield. 
Mr.  Moody,  and,  I  think,  Mr.  Chase,  of  Portland — one  of  the 
Conncil — showed  me  those  returns,  and  among  them,  this  return 
from  tiie  town  of  Buckfield,  which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  for  Ck>unty 
Officers. 

Question.  Is  the  return  you  hold  in  your  hand  the  return  marked 
''ExhibU  P,  (?.  D.  B.y  Clerk  of  CommUteer' 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  The  same  one  Mr.  Bonney  and  Mr.  Spaulding  testified 
about? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  saw  that  return  that  day,  and  examined  it  care- 
folly  ;  and  nowhere  on  the  face  of  the  return  did  the  name  of  the 
town  or  county  appear. 

Question.  I  call  your  attention  to  the  blank  in  the  printed  heading 
of  the  return,  left  for  writing  in  the  name  of  the  county,  and  ask 
you  to  state  whether  there  was  any  writing  there,  or  any  attempt  to 
write ;  or  whether  there  was  a'  clean  blank  when  you  saw  it? 

Answer.  I  examined  it  very  carefully,  and  discovered  nothing 
there. 

Question.  I  call  your  attention  to  the  word  ^^  Buckfield"  which 
was  written  against  the  signatures  of  the  Town  Officers? 
Ansuyer.  It  was  not  there  that  day. 
Question.  You  are  positive  ? 

Answer.  I  know  it,  because  I  opened  the  return.  I  went  in  the 
first  time  and  saw  the  return,  and  noticed  that  defect  or  omission ; 
and  there  was  a  query  in  my  mind  whether  I  would  call  the  attention 
of  the  Council  to  that  fact,  because,  as  I  understood  the  law  of 
eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  I  supposed  if  the  town  was 
notified  of  the  fact  the  return  could  be  amended  by  substituting  the 
record  ;  it  was  a  Democratic  town,  and  would  count  in  a  portion  of 
the  Republican  County  Officers  if  thrown  out,  and  I  decided  then 
not  to  call  their  attention  to  the  fact.  I  retired  to  the  ante-room  and 
had  a  consultation  with  Judge  Wing,  of  Auburn,  and  then  decided 
that  I  would  call  their  attention  to  the  fact.  I  then  went  back  into 
the  Council  Chamber  and  called  for  this  return,  and  showed  it  to  Mr. 
Moody  and  some  others  of  the  Council, — I  cannot  name  who  they 
were.  I  think  Mr.  Brown  saw  it,  but  I  would  not  say  positively 
that^he  did ;  Mr.  Brown  was  a  stranger  to  me.  I  called  Mr.  Moody's 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  name  of  the  town  or  county  did  not 
appear  in  the  return,  except  the  filing  on  the  back  of  it. 
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Question,  Any  remarks  made  about  it  at  the  time  bj  them? 

Answer,  I  think  not ;  they  let  me  do  meet  of  the  talking. 

Question.  Did  yon  call  the  attention  of  any  peraoo  to  the  fact  tbat 
the  retam  frcm  your  own  town  was  defective  in  not  having  upon  its 
face  either  the  town  or  the  county  tram  which  it  was  returned? 

Answer.  I  did ;  I  went,  on  the  third  day  of  December,  ftook 
Augusta  to  Fryeburg,  where  our  Court  was  in  session,  and  there 
saw  Enoch  C.  Farrington  and  ixAd  him  about  it,  and  others  there ; 
and  after  I  went  home,  I  told  my  townsmen, — among  them  Mr. 
Spaulding  and  Mr.  Bonney. 

Question.  Was  that  a  matter  of  fact  that  was  open  and  notorious 
at  the  time? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  are  acquainted  with  the  hand  writing  of  the  Town 
Officers  of  your  town  ? 

Answer.  I  am.  The  Town  Officers  have  their  office  in  my  office. 

Question.  State  to  the  Committee  whether  the  word  ^^Buckfiddy^ 
which  appears  upon  the  face  of  that  return  at  this  time  was  written 
by  any  one  of  the  Town  Officers  of  the  town  of  Buckfield? 

Answer.  I  should  say  it  was  not. 

Question.  It  has  been  written  in  since  that  time? 

Answer.  Since  that  time ;  I  know  it  was  not  there  on  the  second 
day  of  December. 

Bt  Mr.  springer  : 

Question.  Did  you  look  especially  at  the  signatures  when  you  were 
here? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  You  would  have  been  likely  to  have  seen  that? 

Answer.  I  know  I  should,  because  I  opened  it.  The  first  time  I 
was  in  the  Council  Chamber  I  did  not  discover  the  filing  on  the  back 
of  the  return,  and  it  was  a  question  with  me  how  the  Council  knew 
what  return  to  hand  out  to  me  when  I  called  for  the  return  of 
Buckfield.  The  mode  they  proceeded  in  was  this :  I  took  my  cer- 
tified copies  and  arranged  them  in  alphabetical  order ;  when  I  came 
to  the  town  of  Buckfield,  I  notified  them  I  had  that  copy,  and  thej 
immediately  got  this  return.  The  second  time  when  I  went  into  the 
Council  Chamber  I  examined  it  with  more  care,  and  discovered  the 
filing  on  the  back,  and  that  satisfied  me  that  was  the  way  they  knew 
which  town  it  was  a  return  from. 
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Bt  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Question.  State  what  the  majority  was  for  one  party  or  the  other 
as  appears  by  the  return  ? 

Answer.  The  Republican  candidates  have  one  hundred  and  eight 
Totes  and  the  Fusion  candidates  two  hundred  and  forty. 

Question.  So  that  the  Fusion  majority  in  that  town  was  how  much? 

Answer.  One  hundred  and  thirty-two ;  I  notice  there  is  a  slight 
Tariation :  one  Republican  candidate  has  but  one  hundred  and  seven. 

Question.  Which  one  is  that? 

Answer.  Mr.  Watkins,  candidate  for  County  Treasurer. 

Question.  Is  there  any  other  &ct  withia  your  knowledge  affecting 
that  retom? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  how  I  heard  it,  but  just  about  the  time  the 
GoYemor  and  Council  were  issuing  certificates  to  County  Officers,  a 
rumor  came  to  our  town,  both  ways — ^that  this  return  was  to  be 
counted  and  that  it  was  not  to  be  counted ;  we  were  in  suspense 
about  it — and  I  was  down  here,  I  think,  the  first  week  the  Legisla- 
ture met, — ^which  met  the  first  Wednesday  in  Januarj^ — and  I  went 
to  Mr.  Gove  and  asked  to  see  the  returns  again ;  I  then  had  not 
seen  the  Representative  and  Senatorial  returns ; — but  they  did  not 
allow  me  to  do  it,  and  I  never  saw  the  returns  again  till  they  were 
placed  in  my  hands  as  Clerk  of  this  Committee ;  I  then  found  this 
word  ^^Buckfidd'*  written  in. 

Question.  Whether  or  not  it  is  precisely  in  the  condition  now  that 
it  was  when  it  came  into  your  hands  as  Clerk  of  the  Committee  ? 

Answer.  It  is. 

Question.  In  eveiy  particular? 

Answer.  Yes,  excepting  the  mark  of  identification. 

Question.  Did  you  at  that  time  examine  the  other  returns  which 
have  been  shown  the  witnesses,  from  the  town  of  Buckfield,  or  either 

of  them? 

Answer.  When  I  was  here  in  December  I  did  examine  the  Clerk's 
return,  but  the  Senatorial  and  Representative  returns  they  declined 
to  allow  me  to  see. 

Question.  Did  you  ask  to  see  them?  ' 

Ajiswer.  I  did. 

Q^estion.  Who  refused? 

Anstjoer.  I  argued  the  question  at  some  length.  The  Governor 
finally  informed  me  that  it  was  the  first  time  the  request  had  formally 
come  before  the  Governor  and  Council  when  they  were  in  session ;. 
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and  after  I  had  argued,  perhaps  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  as  to  my 
right  to  see  the  Representative  and  Senatorial  returps,  the  Groyemor 
informed  me  that  if  I  would  retire  they  would  consult  and  give  their 
decision;  and  some  one  of  the  Council, — ^I  think  Mr.  Fogg,  but 
would  not  be  certain, — afterwards  came  into  the  ante-room  and  told 
me  they  had  decided  not  to  show  them;  that  was  Tuesday,  the 

second  day  of  December. 

• 

By  Mr.  HARRIS  : 

Question.  What  would  have  been  the  result  if  this  return  had  not 
been  counted? 

Answer,  If  this  return  alone  had  not  been  counted  the  Republican 
candidates  for  Judge  of  Probate  and  County  Commissioner  in  our 
county  would  have  been  elected,  as  they  tabulated  the  returns. 

Question.  Then  the  election  of  those  two  officers  depended  upon 
the  counting  or  not  counting  of  this  return  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

George  D.  Bisbee,  recalled. 

Witness.  There  is  one  more  statement  I  wish  to  make  in  regard 
to  the  Buckfield  returns.  On  or  about  the  thirteenth  of  December, 
I  sent  by  mail,  directed  to  the  Governor  and  Council,  a  written 
statement  of  such  errors  in  the  returns  as  I  found  while  I  was  there, 
calling  the  Governor's  and  Council's  attention  particularly  to  the  fact 
that  the  name  of  the  town  or  county  did  not  appear  in  the  return 
for  County  OflElcers  from  the  town  of  Buckfield ;  I  sent  it  by  mail 
directed  to  the  Governor  and  Council.  Since  coming  here,  among 
other  papers  that  have  been  found  and  turned  over  to  me,  was  that 
statement  or  protest  that  I  filed  with  the  Governor  and  Council ;  it 
was  found  among  other  papers  and  turned  over  to  me ;  I  think  it 
bore  date  the  thirteenth  of  December  or  the  fifteenth ;  at  any  rate  it 
was  dated  Friday  before  I  understood  the  certificates  were  to  issue 
the  next  week,  about  the  seventeenth.  In  that  paper  I  called  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  the  name  of  the  town  or  county  did  not  appear 
in  the  return  from  Buckfield  for  County  Ofl3cers,  and  to  certain 

» 

other  matters. 

By  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Question.  Have  you  in  your  possession  some  afildavits  in  relation 
to  the  Oxford  county  returns? 

Answer,  I  have. 
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Question,  Will  you  produce  them  before  the  Committee? 

Answer,  I  will. 

Question.  Look  at  the  docket  or  tabulation  made  up  by  the 
GoYemor  and  Council, — and  turn  to  Buckfleld,  to  this  return, — ^and 
find  for  whom  it  is  tabulated? 

Ansu)0r.  It  is  tabulated  and  counted  for  the  various  County  Officers 
voted  for  by  both  parties,  in  Oxford  county. 

Question,  Look  at  the  Hebron  return  and  see  for  whom  those 
seventy-two  votes  were  tabulated? 

Answer,  They  were  tabulated  and  counted  for  Henry  G.  Walker. 

Question.  Not  Henry  "  (7."  Walker. 

Answer,  Henry  G,  Walker? 

Question,  Turn  to  Brownfield  and  see  for  whom  the  votes  there 
were  tabulated? 

Answer.  They  are  tabulated  and  counted  for  the  various  County 
Officers  voted  for  by  both  parties  in  Oxford  county  last  fall.  There 
were  but  two  sets  of  candidates. 

Question.  I  call  j^our  attention  to  the  papers  which  appear  to  have 
been  filed  by  O.  N.  Bradbury,  and  identified  as  ''ExhibU  F,  G,  D. 
JB.,  Clerk  of  Committee  "  and  ask  you  in  whose  handwriting  those 
papers  are? 

Answer,  The  first  statement  or  protest  is  signed  by  and  is  in  the 
hand  writing  of  Alfred  S.  Kimball  of  Waterford. 

Question,  Look  at  the  last  paper  and  state  in  whose  hand  writing 
that  is  and  who  signed  the  jurat? 

Answer.  It  is  in  the  handwriting  of  Alfred  S.  Kimball,  and  the 
signature  to  the  jurat  is  ^'  Alfred  S.  Kimball,  Justice  of  the  Peace." 
Mr.  Kimball  was  the  Democratic  or  Fusion  candidate  for  County 
Attorney  in  Oxford  county  last  fall. 

Question.  Is  it  or  not  a  fact  that  he  was  here  at  Augusta  after  the 
eighth  of  December? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  only  by  hearsay,  and  by  finding  his  name 
registered  at  the  hotel.  ^ 

Question,  At  the  Augusta  House  ? 

^Answer,  Yes. 

Question.  Where  did  that  affidavit  come  fh)m?  Where  did  the 
papers  you  have  identified  as  being  in  Mr.  KimbaU's  handwriting, 
come  from? 

Answer.  They  were  turned  over  to  me  by  Major  Nye. 

By  Mr.  HILL : 

Que^ion.  Who  is  he? 
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Answer.  He  is  a  resident  of  Augasta ;  and  I  understand  he  is,  or 
was,  on  General  Chamberlain's  staff. 

Question,  Do  jou  know  his  given  name  ? 

Answer,  Frank  E. ,  I  think,  bnt  I  never  was  acquainted  with  him 
till  I  came  here  this  time. 

By  Mr.  HARRIS : 

Q^e8tion.  What  would  have  been  the  result  if  both  the  returns 
from  Brownfield  and  Buckfield  had  not  been  counted? 

Answer,  The  whole  board  of  Republican  County  Officers  would 
have  been  elected,  as  I  have  tabulated  it.  In  counting  all  of  the 
towns  in  Oxford  county,  with  the  exception  of  Buckfield  and  Brown- 
field,  the  Republican  candidate  for  County  Commissioner  would  be 
elected  by  sixty-five  majority ;  the  Republican  candidate  for  County 
Attorney  by  three ;  the  Republican  candidate  for  County  Treasurer 
by  forty-nine ;  and  the  Republican  candidate  for  Judge  of  Probate 
by  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven. 

Br  Mr,  HILL : 

Question.  What  returns  from  Oxford  county  have  been  before  the 
Committee  at  this  hearing? 

Answer,  The  returns  from  the  towns  of  Buckfield,  Brownfield 
and  Hebron. 

Question,  Do  you  know  of  any  other  mistakes  in  any  other  towns  ? 

Ansfwer.  Not  that  I  have  got  the  proof.  There  are  certain  mat- 
ters where  there  are  erasures,  but  it  is  impossible,  tiU  you  find  out 
from  the  parties,  to  tell  whether  they  were  made  by  the  Clerk  before 
he  sealed  up  his  return,  or  made  since. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  which  side  it  would  favor  if  that  had 
been  looked  to  ?  # 

Answer.  I  have  found  some  that  would  favor  both  sides,  but  the 
majority  seem  to  lean  towards  the  Fusion  side. 

Question.  In  their  favor? 

Answer,  Yes ;  but  I  have  found  certain  erasures  that  would  favor 
the  Republicans,  where  apparently  there  were  mistakes. 

Question.  You  have  no  idea  as  to  the  results,  as  you  have  gone 
through,  to  which  side  they  would  tell? 

Answer.  I  never  have  made  any  tabulation  excepting  the  tabula- 
tion I  hold  in  my  hand. 

Question,  Who  were  the  candidates  voted  for  in  the  town  of  Back- 
field  for  County  Commissioner? 

Answer.  Frank  Y.  Bradley  and  Henry  G.  Walker. 
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Quegtion.  Who  were  the  votes  connted  for  in  Bnckfield? 
Answer.  I  never  kneiv  anything  to  the  contrary  bat  what  they 
were  coanted  for  thoee  two  parties  voted  for. 

George  D.  Bisbee,  recalled. 

Qnestian,  Have  yon  any  means  of  fixing  the  time  yon  were  there 
with  Mr.  Wing? 

Answer.  The  only  time  I  was  there  with  Mr.  Wing,  when  I  saw 
the  returns,  was  the  first  and  second  days  of  December.  I  was  not 
bere  when  the  Representative  retnms  were  ^own,  when  Judge  Vir- 
gin was  here. 

Enoch  C.  Fabbingtov,  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Question.  You  reside  where  ? 

Ansioer.  Fryeburg,  Oxford  county. 

Question.  What  is  your  business  ? 

Answer.  I  am  in  trade. 

Question.  Whether  or  not  you  were  one  of  the  Republican  State 
Committee  in  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  was  not. 

Question.  Whether  or  not  you  came  to  Augusta  after  the  Septem- 
ber election,  for  any  purpose,  and  made  any  examination  as  to 
returns? 

Answer.  I  came  here  on  Monday,  December  eighth,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  examining  some  of  the  returns  from  Oxford  county. 

Question.  What  was  the  cause  of  your  coming? 

Answer.  There  had  been  a  good  deal  of  controversy  in  regard  to 
throwing  out  some  returns,  and  Mr.  Bisbee  had  come  to  my  town 
and  told  me  the  condition  that  he  had  found  some  of  them  in ;  that 
he  had  not  examined  them  fully,  and  so  I  concluded  to  come  down 
and  give  them  a  critical  examination  if  I  could  have  access  to  them ; 
I  left  the  following  Monday  for  that  purpose,  and  came  here. 

Question.  Did  you  go  to  the  ofilce  of  the  Secretary  of  State  and 
to  the  Council  Chamber? 

* 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Before  the  Grovemor  and  Council  ? 

Ansioer.  No ;  I  came  to  Augusta,  and  saw  some  members  of  the 
Conncil  at  the  Augusta  House.  I  told  John  B.  Foster,  of  the  Coun- 
cil, what  I  would  like  to  do ;  and  he  told  me  if  I  would  come  up  in 
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the  evening  he  would  come  up  with  me  and  show  me  the  returns  for 
County  Officers.  I  came  up  to  the  Council  room  in  the  evening  with 
him,  and  he  laid  the  returns  for  County  Officers  before  me  and 
allowed  me  to  examine  them. 

Question.  Had  your  attention  been  particularly  called,  a  few  days 
before,  to  the  return  for  County  Officers  fix)m  the  town  of  Buckfield? 

Anstoer.  It  had. 

Question.  By  Mr.  Bisbee  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Did  you  examine  that  return ;  and,  if  you  did,  how 
thoroughly  ? 

Answer.  I  examined  it  very  carefully. 

Question.  I  hand  you  ^''Exhibit  P,  O.  D.  B.^  Clerk  of  Committee^** 
which  purports  to  be  the  return  for  County  Officers,  and  ask  you  to 
examine  it  and  state  whether  or  not  that  is  the  return  which  you 
examined  here  at  Augusta  on  the  eighth  of  December? 

Answer.  It  has  the  appearance  of  being  the  same  return  so  far 
as  that  is  concerned,  although  I  doubt  if  I  would  want  to  swear  that 
I  could  identify  those  signatures  of  the  Selectmen. 

Q;uestion.  State  what  its  condition  was  at  that  time  so  far  as 
containing  upon  its  face  either  the  town  of  ^^  Buckfield"  or  the 
county  of  "Oxford?" 

Answer.  Neither  was  entered  upon  the  face  of  the  return. 

Question.  Are  you  sure  of  that  fact? 

Answer.  I  so  swear,  Mr.  Chairman. 

Question.  You  took  special  notice,  at  the  time,  to  ascertain  it? 

Answer.  1  did ;  I  examined  it  very  minutely. 

Question.  What  change  has  there  been  made  in  the  return  since 
that  time? 

Answer.  ^'Buckfield"  has  been  written  in  beneath  the  printed 
word  "  Selectmen." 

Question.  Opposite  the  written  signatures  of  the  Selectmen  and 
Town  Clerk? 

Answer.  Yes.  I  called  Councillor  Foster's  attention  to  the  fact 
that  the  name  of  ^^ Buckfield"  did  not  appear  upon  the  face  of  the 
return,  and  he  examined  it  with  me,  and  admitted  that  he  could  not 
tell  fh>m  whence  the  return  came,  by  anything  that  appeared  upon 
the  face  of  the  return. 

Question.  Look  at  the  printed  heading  of  the  return — the  blank 
for  the  name  of  the  county  to  be  filled  in — and  state  whether  you 
find  any  attempt  to  fill  that  up  ? 
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Answer.  It  looks  as  though  there  was  an  attempt  made  to  fill  in 
the  county — something  that  looks  as  though  it  was  intended  for  an 

Question.  An  attempt  made  and  abandoned? 

Anmver.  It  has  that  appearance. 

Question.  Have  you  anything  about  you  or  in  your  possession 
connected  with  that  event,  which  fixes  it  further  in  your  mind? 

Answer.  I  made  a  memorandum  of  these  errors  that  I  found  in 
the  returns  that  I  examined,  and  after  a  few  days  I  sent  a  commu- 
nication to  the  ^^  Oxford  Democrat,"  stating  in  substance  the  errors 
tliat  I  found,  and  I  have  a  copy  of  the  paper. 

Question.  Will  you  produce  it  before  the  Committee? 

Answer.  I  would  say  this  is  not  printed  precisely  as  I  sent  the 
communication,  although  the  facts  are  substantially  stated  in  the 
first  part  of  the  article  there. 

Question.  Read  that  part  of  the  article  which  refers  to  this? 

Answer.  "  The  Town  Clerks  of  Buckfield  and  Brownfield  omit  to 
state  in  the  returns  the  name  of  the  town  from  which  they  came.'' 

Question.  Did  you  see  the  returns  for  Representatiyes  and  Sena- 
tors at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  1  saw  the  return  of  only  one  RepresentatiYe  town. 

Question.  Which  one  was  that? 

Answer.  That  was  Brownfield. 

Question.  Did  you  make  any  request  to  see  the  others? 

Answer.     1  did  not ;  and  I  do  not  think  I  asked  to  see  that. 

Question.  Will  you  leave  that  paper  with  the  Committee  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  the  date  of  the  paper  having  this  communica- 
tion? 

Answer.  December  sixteenth,  Tuesday. 

Q:us8tion.  Any  other  ikcts  you  know  of  in  relation  to  this  matter 
ofBackfield? 

Answer.  It  does  not  occur  to  me  now. 

Question.  At  that  time,^-of  which  you  have  just  been  speaking — 
or  any  other  time,  did  you  examine  the  returns  from  the  town  of 

Hebron? 

Answer.  I  did  at  that  time. 

Question.  1  call  your  attention  to  the  return  for  County  Officers 
from  the  town  of  Hebron,  marked  ^^ Exhibit  T,  G.  D.  5.,  Clerk  of 
OomTnittee^**  and  ask  you  whether  or  not  you  saw  the  return  when 
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you  were  hsre?  wiietiier  you  haye  any  doubt  tbat  is  the  return  you 
saw? 

Answer.  I  think  it  is  the  same  return,  although  if  it  is,  there  have 
been  some  changes  made  in  it. 

Qtieation.  Outside  of  the  changes  ? 

Answer.  I  should  sa}-  it  was  the  same  return. 

Queation.  State  to  the  Ck>mmittee  tibbe  names  of  the  parties  who 
were  voted  for,  for  County  Commissions? 

Answer.  They  were  Frank  Y.  Bradley,  Republican  candidate,  and 
Henry  G.  Walker,  Fusion  candidate. 

Question.  Were  you  acquainted  with  both  parties? 

Answer.  Yery  well  indeed. 

Question.  Frank  Y.  Bradley  from  Hie  own  where  you  reside? 

Answer.  Yes.  Henry  G.  Walker  was  long  a  resident  th^»,  and 
long  a  neighbor,  but  he  now  lives  in  the  adjoining  town  of  Lovell.  , 

QueHion.  A  man  yon  are  well  acquainted  witiii? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  When  you  examined  that  return, — examining  the  name 
of  Henry  G.  Walker,^-caliing  your  attention  particularly  to  that, — 
at  that  time  how  did  you  find  it  written? 

Answer.  I  found  it  written  ^^  Senry  €.  WaOcer." 

By  Mr.  INGALLS  : 

Question.  December  eighth? 

Answer.  Yes ;  the  evening  of  December  eighth. 

By  Mr.  STEOUT  : 

Question.  Did  you  make  a  memorandum  at  the  time  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  And  knew  the  parties  perfectly  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  How  do  you  find  that  written  now? 

An^swer.  "  Henry  G.  Walker,"  it  would  be  called,  I  should  tiiink. 

Question.  Has  or  has  not  the  "C**  been  changed  to  "G.**  by 
adding  a  line  to  it? 

Answer.  It  has. 

Question.  Whether  or  not  you  find  the  original  "C"  still  upon 
the  paper,  so  it  can  be  clearly  seen  and  identified  without  the  aid  of 
a  glass? 

Answer.  It  looks  so  to  me. 

Question.  How  was  it  changed? 
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Antwer,  I  ahould  Bopposeit  was  changed  by  TnaJring  an  additional 
pen  maxk  down. 

Q^iestion.  Does  it  or  not  appear  upon  its  face  clearly? 

Anawer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  top  of  the  pen  mark  ocxmm&acvag  with  the  bottom 
(^the  ^^  O."  and  extending  down  thioogh  tiie  k>op^  maJriiig  a 
"G/'of  it? 

^n^tcer.  Yes,  sir;  I  called  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  the 
fact  at  the  time. 

(Question.  You  called  the  attention  of  the  Cooncii  at  the  time  to 
the  fact  that  the  return,  as  it  appeared  before  them,  was  for  Hewry 
C.  Walker  f 

Answer,  I  called  the  attention  of  Councillor  Foster  to  it,  and  he 
examined  it  wUh  me. 

Question.  Whether  or  not  it  appears  on  the  face  of  this  paper  that 
it  was  written  with  different  ink  from  what  the  original  Henry  O. 
WdOcer  was  written  with? 

Answer.  Yea,  I  should  say  so. 

Question.  Has  or  not  that  return  been  changed  since  you  saw  it 
here  on  the  eighth  day  of  December,  by  changing  the  ^^C"  into  a 
"©"? 

Answer.  Yes,  it  has. 

Bt  Mr.  cook  : 

Question.  Would  that  have  affected  the  result  in  xmy  way  ? 
Answer.  I  am  not  certain  whether,  alone,  it  woold  have  affected 
the  result  of  that  office. 

By  Mb.  STROUT  : 

Question.  If  the  Tote  for  Henry  G.  Walker,  as  it  now  appears, 
had  been  thrown  out  upon  the  ground  that  it  appeared  upon  the 
return  Ibr  ^^ Henry  C.  Walker^**  what  difference  would  it  bave  made 
in  the  aggregate  vote  which  he  receiTcd? 

Answer.  Seventy-two  votes. 

Question.  Whettier  or  not  you  commtmicated  this  fact  to  any  per- 
son or  to  the  "  Oxford  Democrat?" 

Answer.  I  sent  it  to  the  "  Oxford  Democrat." 

'Que^tton.  Read  to  the  Committee  tiie  article  in  that  paper  w^ich 
refers  to  ^e  name  of  Henry  C.  Walkerf 

Answer.  "  The  town  of  Hebron  gives  Henry  C.  Wcdker^  ccendidate 
for  Ckymmissioner^  seventy-ttoo  vct^^  instead  of  Henry  G.  Walker.** 
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Qtiestion.  I  onderstand  you  to  say  you  called  the  attention  of  John 
B.  Foster,  one  of  the  Council,  to  the  condition  of  that  return  at  that 
time? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Qxiestion.  Did  he  make  any  remark  about  it  that  you  remember? 

Answer,  fie  asked  me  whether  it  was  the  Republican  or  Fusion 
candidate,  saying  that  he  had  not  examined  the  returns  and  did  not 
know  the  parties. 

Question.  Did  you  teU  him? 

Answer.  I  told  him  that  it  was  for  the  Fusion  candidate, — ^that  he 
was  the  Fusion  candidate. 

Question.  So  that  fact  was  understood  after  that  by  him  ? 

Answer.  I  told  him. 

Question.  Is  there  an}'  other  fact  you  know  in  relation  to  that 
identical  matter,  on  either  side,  affecting  it  in  any  way?  if  so,  state 
it  to  the  Committee. 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  of  anything  now. 

Question.  You  have  no  personal  knowledge  by  whom  the  change 
was  made  ? 

Ansrver.  I  have  not. 

By  Mb.  INGALLS  : 

Question.  Did  you  call  the  attention  of  any  other  member  of  the 
Council  to  the  "  C"  in  that  name? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  I  did. 

Question.  Where  was  this? 

Answer.  In  the  Council  Room. 

Question.  Any  others  of  the  Council  present? 

Ansujer.  There  were  two  or  three ;  I  think  that  Mr.  Brown  was 
present  and  I  think  Mr.  Monroe  was  present.  They  were  not  doing 
any  business ;  it  was  not  a  session  of  the  CoimcQ ;  but  there  were 
two  or  three  Councillors  aside  from  Mr.  Foster ;  I  do  not  know  but 
Mr.  Chase  was  in  the  Council  room  a  part  of  the  time. 

Question.  Were  they  within  hearing,  and  listening  to  your  con- 
versation? 

Ansioer.  1  do  not  know  that  they  were ;  Mr.  Foster  and  I  sat 
down  at  the  Council  table,  and  he  got  these  returns  and  sat  down  by 
me  and  we  examined  them  together,  he  passing  them  to  me. 

Question.  Do  the  same  remarks  apply  to  the  return  from  Brown- 
field?  did  you  call  anybody  else's  attention  to  that  return  exceptiiig^ 
Mr.  Foster's? 
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Antnoer.  No,  I  do  not  think  I  did. 
Question,  To  any  person  outside  of  the  Council? 
Arunoer.  I  mentioned  the  fact  outside. 

Question.  I  mean  there  was  no  other  person  to  whom  you  showed 
it? 
Answer.  I  think  not. 

By  Mr.  HILL  : 

Question.  What  time  in  the  season  was  it  you  were  there? 
Answer.  The  eighth  of  December,  Monday  evening. 

Bt  Mr.  INGALLS : 
Question.  Was  the  Groremor  present? 
Answer.  No ;  I  should  say  not. 

By  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Question.  I  wish  now  to  ctdl  your  attention   to  the  return  for 
County  Officers  from  the  town  of  Brownfield,  in  the  count}'  of  Oxford, 
marked  ^"^ Exhibit   CT*,  O.  D.  5.,  Clerk  of  Committee.^'    I  pass  you 
the  return  for  examination? 
Answer.  I  examined  that  return,  I  should  say,  at  the  same  time. 
Question.  The  eighth  of  December? 
Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Whether  the  name  of  the  town  and  the  county  at  that 
time  appeared  upon  the  fkce  of  that  return? 
Answer.  It  did  not. 

Question.  Whether  or  not  it  has  been  written  in  since  that  time 
by  some  person? 
Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  In  the  printed  heading  of  the  return  ? 
Answer.  Yes, — ^the  name  of  the  town  and  county. 
Question.  Did  you  make  particular  examination  of  it  at  the  time?' 
Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  Did  you  make  minutes  of  it  at  the  time  ? 
Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  Went  there  for  that  purpose  ? 
Answer.  Yes. 
Question.  And  examined  it? 
Answer.  Yes. 

Questi(yn.  Was  there  any  person  present  when  you  made  the* 
examinartion  ? 

10 
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Answer.  Mr.  Foster  was  by  the  side  of  me, — and  other  parties 
were  in  the  Council  room. 

Question.  Whether  or  not  you  spoke  of  that  return,  also,  in  the 
presence  of  Mr.  Foster? 

Answer.  When  I  took  that  return,  discovering  that  the  name  was 
not  written  in,  I  laid  it  down  upon  the  Council  table  and  took  hold 
of  it  so  that  Mr.  Foster  could  not  turn  it  over,  and  I  asked  him  if 
he  could  tell  me  what  town  that  return  was  fix)m,  holding  the  paper 
aU  the  time  myself  upon  the  Council  table ;  he  looked  over  the  j^nt 
part  of  the  return,  and  says  "  I  can't."  I  then  opened  the  return 
and  let  him  look  upon  the  inside,  and  he  says  ^^  I  can't  tell  where 
the  return  is  from."  Then  he  asked  me  if  I  called  it  a  good  retom. 
We  then  turned  it  over  and  ascertained  on  the  other  side  it  was  from 
the  town  of  Brownfield,  or  at  least  ^^ Brownfidd"  appeared  on  the 
back  of  the  return.  That  circumstance  I  speak  of  because  the  fill- 
ing in  is  so  adroitly  done.  I  mention  this  circumstance  as  one  of 
the  facts  that  assisted  me  in  identifying  the  return. 

Question.  So  that  from  your  personal  recollection  of  these  facts 
you  know  that  that  filling  in  has  been  done  since  you  examined  it  on 
the  eighth  of  December? 

Answer.  Yes.    I  know  it  was  not  filled  in  at  that  time. 

Question.  Henry  G.  Walker  was  the  Fusion  candidate? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  And  it  appears  by  this  return  that  he  had  one  hundred 
and  eighty-four  votes  and  the  other  candidate, — state  how  that  was  ? 

Answer.  Frank  Y.  Bradley  had  one  hundred  and  twenty. 

Question.  What  was  the  Fusion  majority  in  the  town  of  Brown- 
field  for  County  OflScers  ? 

Answer.  That  would  be  sixty-four  votes.  I  would  say  flirther 
that  I  examined  all  the  names  very  carefiiUy,  and,  while  my  attention 
has  not  been  called  to  it  before,  it  looks  to  me  as  though  there  was 
an  evident  tampering  with  one  of  the  names  for  County  Attorney. 

Question.  What  name  is  that  that  appears  to  have  been  tampered 
with?  and  in  what  does  the  alteration,  if  any,  consist?  ' 

An,swer.  ''  Alfred  S.  Kimball"  has  the  appearance  of  having  been 
changed  from  ^^Alford''  to  ^''Alfred:' 

Question.  Was  there  any  tampering  with  the  return,  or  any 
change  of  the  return,  when  you  examined  it — to  your  recollection  ? 

Answer.  I  should  say  not. 

Question.  Were  you  looking  out  for  matters  of  that  sort? 
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Answer.  Very  particularly. 

QuestUm,  Was  Alfred  S.  Kimball  the  Fusion  candidate  for  County 
Attorney  in  Oxford  county  ? 
AMwer.  Yes. 

QMstion.  John  P.  Swasey  was  the  Republican  candidate? 
Anmjoer.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  SPRINGER : 

Q^iestion.  Did  you  include  Brownfleld  in  your  report  to  the 
"Oxford  Democrat?" 

AMwer.  Yes. 

Question.  In  what  words  ? 

Answer.  I  coupled  it  with  the  town  of  Buckfield,  saying  that  the 
Clerks  of  the  town  of  Buckfield  and  Brownfield  omit  to  state  in  the 
retoms  the  name  of  the  town  from  which  they  came. 

By  Mr.  INGALLS  : 

Question.  Did  you  say  anything  about  this  name  of  Alfred? 
Answer.  No ;  I  did  not. 
Question.  Why  not? 

Answer.  I  made  no  memorandum  of  it.  I  could  not  state  to  the 
Committee  that  I  saw  it  to  be  ^'  Alfred.^  •% 

By  Mb.  STROUT: 

Q^estion.  There  was  nothing  of  that  kind  that  attracted  your 
attention? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Might  not  that  erasure  have  been  there  without  your 
observing  it? 

Answer.  I  think  it  might. 

By  Mr.  INGALLS : 

Question.  Do  you  know  in  whose  hand  writing  that  return  is,  the 
body  of  it? 

Answer.  I  should  say  it  was  in  the  hand  writing  of  S.  P.  Bean, 
one  of  the  Selectmen. 

Br  Mb.  BISBEE  : 

Question.  S.  P.  or  Eli? 

Answer.  I  mean  Eli,  a  brother ;  I  am  not  acquainted  with  the 
hand  writing — so  I  could  identify  it-— of  either  of  those  parties.  I 
understood  that  Eli  was  the  chairman  of  the  board  of  Selectmen. 
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By  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Question.  Is  there  any  other  matter  you  know  in  relation  to  that 
return? 

Answer.  I  thmk  not ;  nothing  occurs  to  me  now. 

Question.  I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  the  letter  "^"  in  the 
name  of  Augustus  H.  Walker ;  supposing  you  should  scratch  off  the 
first  half  of  the  "  H  "  what  would  remain? 

Ansiwer.  I  should  say  it  would  be  a  "  C" 

Question.  Whether  or  not  there  is  an  appearance,  on  the  face  of 
the  paper,  of  its  having  been  mended  or  added  to? 

Answer.  It  looks  as  though  something  had  been  done  to  it  with 
pen  and  ink. 

Question.  Did  you  obseiTe  that  at  all  when  you  examined  the 
returns  on  the  eighth  day  of  December? 

Answer.  I  did  not,  to  my  recollection. 

By  Mr.  INGALLS  : 

Question.  Was  there  anything  about  that  letter  which  attracted 
your  attention, — any  such  change? 

Answer.  There  was  not,  that  I  remember. 

Q;uestion.  Look  at  the  '^  JOT''  just  above  in  another  name  and  see, 
if  you  scratch  out  the  first  part,  what  would  remain  ? 

Answer.  I  should  think  it  would  be  a  "  C." 

Question.  The  only  difference  is  that  one  seems  not  to  have  been 
done  by  the  same  stroke ;  is  there  any  other  difference  ? 
'  Answer.  I  should  say  very  trifling,  if  any,  except  that  it  has  tiie 
appearance  of  being  mended. 

Question.  It  would  have  been  the  same  if  it  had  not  been  mended? 

Answer.  I  think  I  should  have  called  it  an  "  jET." 

By  Mr.  HILL : 

Q;uestion.  What  would  you  have  called  it  if  the  first  part  had  been 
erased  like  the  one  below? 

Answer.  I  should  think  it  would  look  like  "  C" 


George  C.  Wino,  su}om  amd  examined. 

By  Mr.  STROUT : 

Question.  Were  you  one  of  the  Republican  State  Conmiittee  last 
year? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Whether  or  not  you  were  present  at  August^  at  any 


TB8TIM0NT  OF  6B0RO1B  G.  WING.  149 

time  when  those  returns  were  before  the  Grovemor  and  Council,  and 
made  application  to  see  the  Senatorial  and  Representative  returns? 
Anstoer.  Yes,  sir. 
Question.  When  was  the  first  time? 

Answer.    I  was  here  the  seventeenth  of  November;  I  do  not 
know  as  I  made  application  at  that  time,  but  I  did  soon  afterwards. 
I  was  here  with  Mr.  Savage  of  Auburn,  to  look  after  the  interests, 
90  far  as  I  could,  of  the  people  of  Androscoggin. 
Qaegtion.  What  time  did  you  say  ? 

Answer.  I  was  there  the  seventeenth  of  November ;  I  was  there 
the  first  day  of  December,  I  think  Monday ;  if  the  first  day  of 
December  was  Monday  that  was  the  day. 
Question.  Did  you  go  to  the  Council  Chamber  ? 
Answer.  I  did. 

Qwestion.  Who  went  with  you  ? 
Answer.  Mr.  Savage. 

Question.  What  did  you  go  for,  and  what  did  you  do? 
Answer.  I  went  to  the  Council  Chamber  at  that  time,  for  the 
purpose  of  seeing  the  returns.     I  had  received  assurances  that  they 
would,  at  that  time,  be  exhibited. 
Question.  What  returns  ? 
Answer.  All  of  them. 

Question.  Rep]:esentative,  Senatorial  and  County  Officers? 
Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  From  whom  had  you  received  such  assurance  ? 
Answer.  I  think  from  Mr.  Brown,  and  I  think  from  Captain 
Chase  of  Portland ;  and  I  do  not  know  but  Mr.  Fogg.  I  went 
just  before  six  o'clock,  Monday  evening,  and  saw  the  tetums  for 
County  Officers ;  Captain  Chase  had  charge  of  them  and  exhibited 
them  to  me.  I  saw  them  and  took  what  memorandum  I  wanted. 
Mr.  Savage  and  I  were  both  in  and  saw  them  at  that  time ;  at  five 
minutes  of  six  I  requested  to  see  the  returns  for  Representatives 
and  Senators  ;  Captain  Chase  said  that  he  was  in  favor  of  my  seeing 
them  ;  and  Mr.  Foster  stated  that  it  was  not  a  fUll  board,  and  he 
shoold  rather  wait  till  the  next  morning ;  that  if  I  would  come  at  ten 
o'clock  the  next  morning  I  could  see  the  returns.  At  half-past  nine 
I  was  in  the  ante-room  of  the  Council  Chamber,  and  I  waited  there 
till  abont  twelve.  Various  parties  were  going  in  and  out.  I  sent  in  a 
number  of  times  to  know  when  I  could  go  in.  Finally  I  wrote  in  to 
Mr.  Fogg  this  letter.  [Witness  produces  letter — ^^  Exhibit  TT, 
G.  D.  B.J  Clerk  of  Committee."^ 
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Question.  What  parties  did  you  see  going  in  and  out? 

Answer.  I  cannot  remember. 

Question.  You  wrote  him  the  letter  marked  ^^  Exhibit  TT,  O.  D. 
B.J  Clerk  of  Committeer 

Answer.  Yes ;  it  is  a  letter  I  wrote  in  the  ante-room  and  folded 
up,  and  it  was  carried  in  by  Mr.  Harden,  the  Messenger. 

Question.  Mark  Harden? 

Answer.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  INGALLS  : 

Question.  How  do  you  know  that  reached  them? 

Answer.  There  is  a  memorandum  on  the  back  of  it  in  Mr.  Fogg^s 
hand  writing. 

Question.  What  is  it? 

Answer.  ''  That  the  messenger  he  instructed  to  inform  Messrs. 
Wing  J  Savage  and  Bisbee'  tliaJt  the  Council  have  decided  not  to  submit 
any  inspection  of  the  returns  for  Senators  and  Representatives ^  as  no 
defects  in  the  returns  can  not  he  changed.^^ 

By  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Question.  Is  that  in  the  hand  writing  of  Mr.  Fo^? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Is  the  letter  addressed  to  him  ? 

Answer.  Yes.  [At  request  of  Mr.  Strout  the  witness  reads  to 
the  Committee  the  letter  from  witness  to  Mr.  Fogg.]  I  was  sum- 
moned into  the  presence  of  the  Governor  and  Council,  and  what 
was  written  on  the  back  was  communicated  to  me,  only  it  was  in 
little  better  English  than  this. 

Question.  When  did  you  next  make  application? 

Answer.  I  can  not  tell  you.  I  was  here  so  much,  and  around 
that  Council  Chamber  so  much,  I  should  not  dare  to  swear  to  time 
with  that  exception.     I  could  tell  at  home. 

Question.  Did  you  endeavor,  from  time  to  time,  after  that,  to  get 
sight  of  the  retiurns  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Were  you  able  to  do  so,  and  when,  for  the  first  time  ? 

Answer.  My  recollection  is  it  was  the  day  they  were  opened  for  the 
inspection  of  everybody.  I  was  in  there  with  OrviUe  Baker,  and 
Mr.  Heath,  and  other  gentlemen ;  it  was  the  day  of  the  hearing  on 
the  petition  for  mandamus,  I  think ;  but  the  exact  day  I  cannot  fix. 
I  did  not  go  in  till  the  whole  thing  was  completed. 

Qv£stion.  Before  the  summonses  were  issued? 
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Answer.  I  should  think  it  was. 
Question.  Was  it  before  the  middle  of  December? 
Answer.  I  should  think  it  was  somewhere  along  the  eleventh  or 
tirelith  of  December. 

Question.  Did  yoo  see  any  other  returns  excepting  the  Andros- 
coggin returns? 

Answer.  I  think  I  did ;  I  think  I  looked  over  some  of  the  Oxford 
retams  with  Mr.  Bisbee ;  that  is  my  recollection. 
Question.  Was  Mr.  Bisbee  there  the  same  time  you  were  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  he  was  at  one  time.     I  remember  I  examined,  with 
Mr.  Bisbee,  the  County  returns. 
Question.  Any  other  matter  you  know  about  to  testify  to? 
Answer.  No,  I  do  not  know  that  there  is. 

Question.  Did  they  give  you  any  excuses  or  reason  why  you  could 
not  see  the  Senatorial  and  Representative  returns  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.     At  one  time,  when  Mr.  Savage  and  I  made 
application  there,  the  Grovernor  stated  '^  as  at  present  advised  "  they 
regarded  the  law  allowing  correction  of  returns,  unconstitutional. 
Question.  Stated  that  to  you  ? 
Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Did  you  refer  to  the  statute  of  eighteen  hundred  and 
seventv-seven? 

Answer.  Yes;  it  was  fhlly  discussed.  I  made  my  application, 
and  then  I  made  it  stiU  fhrther,  that  if  I  had  not  made  it  and  couched 
it  in  the  exact  language  of  the  statute  I  wanted  no  mistake  to  be 
made  as  to  what  I  intended ;  and  I  was  informed  that  my  request 
was  perfectly  well  understood. 

Question.  But  that  they  could  not  amend  the  returns  or  receive 
evidence  to  amend  them  because,  "  as  at  present  advised,"  the  act 
of  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-seven  was  unconstitutional  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  Mr.  Savage  spoke,  and  said  he  had  never  heard  of 
the  Executive  department  considering  a  law  unconstitutional.     The 
Governor  stated  that  he  had  taken  such  advice  as  he  considered 
satisfactory. 
Question.  Did  he  stat^  the  source  of  the  advice  ? 
Answer.  No. 
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February  25,  1880,  Evening. 
Eli  B.  Bean,  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Question.  What  is  your  ftill  name  f 

Answer.  Eli  B.  Bean. 
'     Question.  Where  do  you  reside? 

Answer.  Brownfield. 

Question.  What  is  your  occupation? 

Answer.  Trader  and  farmer. 

Question^  Whether  or  not  you  were  one  of  the  Selectmen  of  the 
town  of  Brownfield  for  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine  ? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Who  were  the  other  Selectmen? 

Answer.  D.  B.  Seavey  second  Selectman  and  W.  S.  Haley  third. 

Question.  Who  was  the  Town  Clerk? 

Answer.  Joshua  Harnden. 

Question.  Have  you  been  in  business  at  Brownfield  for  many 
years? 

Answer.  I  have,  quite  a  number. 

Question.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  hand  writing  of  the  Select- 
men and  Town  Clerk  of  that  town? 

Answer.  Somewhat  so — ^yes. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  annual  meeting  for  the  election 
of  State  and  County  Ofiicers  last  September? 

Anstoer.  Yes. 

Question.  At  what  time  did  the  meeting  commence? 

Answer.  It  was  called  at  ten  o'clock. 

Question.  At  what  time  did  the  polls  dose? 

Answer.  About  five  o'clock ;  I  do  not  recollect  the  exact  time. 

Question.  Whether  you  made  up  the  returns  ? 

Answer.  I  wrote  them  up. 

Question.  For  the  Clerk? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Examine  the  return  for  County  Officers  from  the  town 
of  Brownfield,  marked  ''Exhibit  C7,  G.  D.  B.^  Clerk  of  Committee^'* 
and  state  whether  or  not  it  is  signed  by  you  and  the  remaining  two 
Selectmen?  whether  the  signatures,  yours  and  theirs,  are  original? 

Answer.  Yes,  my  signature,  and  the  others  were  signed  in  my 
presence. 
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Question,  Whether  that  return  with  the  other  returns  were  made 
up  and  sealed  up  in  open  town  meeting? 

Ansufer.  They  were. 

Question.  Were  they  put  into  the  mail  and  forwarded  ? 

Answer.  They  were  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Clerk,  and  he  told 
me  he  maOed  them  and  hrought  me  the  postage  bill  and  I  paid  it  to 
him. 

Question,  Have  you  examined  by  day-light  this  afternoon,  the 
return  which  3'ou  hold  in  your  hand,  for  County  Officers  ? 

Answer.  I  have  looked  at  it  in  the  office  below  this  afternoon. 

Question.  In  the  presence  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Committee  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  Mr.  Bisbee. 

Question.  I  call  your  attention  to  the  body  of  the  return  with  the 
exception  of  what  is  filled  into  the  blank  printed  headings ;  whether 
it  is  in  your  hand  writmg? 

Answer.  It  is  all  in  my  hand  writing. 

Question.  1  now  call  your  attention  to  the  word  '^  Brownjield**  in 
the  printed  heading,  and  the  word  ^^  Oxford^'*  and  ask  you  whether 
or  not  they  are  in  your  hand  writing? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  they  are. 

Question.  Is  it  in  the  hand  writing  of  any  one  of  the  Town  Officers 
of  Brownfleld? 

Answer.  I  should  say  not. 

Question.  Is  it  in  any  handwriting  that  you  recognize  as  ever 
having  seen  before  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recc^ize  it. 

Question.  I  understand  you  to  say  you  have  examined  it? 

Answer.  I  examined  it  this  afternoon ;  Mr.  Bisbee  handed  it  to 
me  in  the  office  below  and  I  looked  at  it. 

Question.  Have  you  any  doubt  that  the  words  ''^  Brovmfield" 
and  "  Or/ord"  now  found  in  the  blanks  for  the  town  and  county 
for  which  the  return  is  made  up,  have  been  added  since  the  return 
left  your  hands? 

Answer.  I  am  satisfied  it  is  not  in  my  hand  writing,  but  I  do  not 
know  whose  it  is,  or  who  could  put  it  there. 

Question.  When  were  you  first  informed  by  any  person  that  this 
retom  was  defective? 

Ariswer.  I  do  not  know  the  precise  time,  but  some  time,  I  guess, 
in  December. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  from  what  source  you  learned  it? 
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Answer,  I  cannot  be  positive  as  to  that  now ;  but  it  was  carrently 
reported  there  in  our  town  that  our  returns  were  defective,  and  some 
of  them  on  that  account — ^that  the  town  and  county  were  left  out  in 
the  blank.  The  question  was  asked  me  by  some  one  if  I  thought  it 
could  be  so ;  I  told  them  I  did  not  know. 

Question.  I  call  your  attention  to  the  word  "  Alfred."  ^^For  Alfred 
S.  Kimball^  one  hundred  eighty-four^  184;^'  you  perceive  now  that 
there  has  been  an  erasure  and  alteration  in  the  word? 

Answer.  I  do,  yes. 

Question.  To  your  recollection  or  knowledge,  did  you  make  any 
\erasure  or  alteration  in  that  or  any  other  word, — ^but  in  that  word, 
while  it  was  in  your  hands  ? 

Answer.  I  have  no  recollection  of  making  any  alteration,  but  I 
have  an  indistinct  recollection  of  asking  one  of  the  Selectmen  who 
sat  by,  to  tell  me  whether  that  name  was  spelled  A  If  or  d  or 
A 1  f  r  e  d  on  the  ballots ;  but  I  have  no  recoUection  of  making  the 
alteration,  and  do  not  know  but  I  did ;  I  cannot  say  as  to  that,  but 
I  have  an  indistinct  recollection  of  asking  that  question. 

Question.  You  were  not  quite  certain  how  it  was  spelled  at  the 
time? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Have  you  any  recollection  of  any  person  making  any 
erasure  or  alteration  in  any  returns  before  they  were  sealed  up  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  it  was  done,  excepting  what  I  did  myself. 
If  any  erasure  was  done  I  did  it  myself  before  they  were  sealed  up. 
I  cannot  say  as  to  that — ^whether  it  was  corrected  or  not  by  me. 

Question.  I  call  your  attention  to  "  Exhibit  X,  O.  D.  B.,  Clerk  of 
Committee,**  which  is  the  Brownfield  return  for  Senators ;  that  was 
also  signed  by  yourself  and  the  Municipal  Officers  of  the  town? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  I  call  your  attention  to  the  word  "Third"  in  "  Third 
Senatorial  District;"  examine  it  and  state  whether  or  not  you  find 
an  erasure  there  ? 

Ansufer.  I  should  think  that  was. 

Question.  Have  you  any  recollection  of  any  such  erasure  being 
made  by  yourself? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  distinctly  about  it,  but  I  should  think 
that  the  writing  there  was  my  writing. 

Question.  How  is  it  with  the  words  ' '  Brownfield  "  and  ' '  Oxford  "  in 
that  return?  are  they  in  your  hand  writing? 

Answer,  I  should  say  so. 
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Question.  In  the  return  for  Representative  from  that  town,  marked 
"  Eo^ibU  Y",  G.  D,  J5.,  Clerk  of  Committee  y* — ^whether  or  not  that 
is  in  your  hand  writing? 

Answer.  I  do  not  see  anything  that  would  lead  me  to  suppose  it 
was  not. 

Question.  How  about  the  words  "  BrownfieW^  and  ''  Oxford^'  in 
that  blank  ? 

Answer.  I  should  say  it  was  mine. 

Question.  Were  you  first  Selectman  ? 

Answer^  Yes. 

By  Mr.  INGALLS  : 

Question.  Did  you  examine  this  name  ^^ Alfred  "  in  the  day  time? 

Answer.  I  did  look  at  that,  below,  the  same  time  I  did  the  other. 

Question.  Is  there  anything  about  that  by  which  you  can  tell 
whether  you  made  the  alteration  or  anybody  else  ? 

Answer.  1  should  say  at  sight  I  made  it. 

Edwabd  a.  Austin,  sworn  and  examined. 

Bt  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  ? 

Answer.  Addison,  at  Addison  Point. 

Question.  In  Washington  county  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  What  is  your  business  ? 

Answer.  Lawyer. 

Question.  Whether  or  not  you  are  the  Town  Clerk  of  Addison? 

Answer.  I  am. 

Question.  Were  you  Town  Clerk  in  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy- 
nine? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  You  recollect  the  circumstance  of  the  annual  town 
meeting? 

Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  annual  meeting,  September 
eighth,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine  ? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  And  assisted  in  making  up  the  returns  from  the  town  of 
Addison? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  Please  examine  the  return  from  Addison  for  Senator 
marked  '''Exhibit  Z,  G.  D.  B.,  Clerk  of  Committee"  and  state  by 
whom  the  body  of  the  return  was  written? 
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Answer.  Written  by  myself. 

Question.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  hand  writing  of  the  Select- 
men? 

Answer.  I  am. 

Question.  Whether  or  not  the  signatures  appended  thereto  are  the 
original  signatures  ? 

Answer.  They  are  correct. 

Question.  Is  the  Town  Clerk's  signature  your  own? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Have  you  examined  that  return  during  the  day  time  ? 

Answer.  I  have. 

Question.  State  what  defect  there  is  in  that  return? 

Answer.  The  defect  in  this  return  is  in  this  respect :  the  whole 
number  of  ballots  given  in  was  four  hundred  and  sixty-seven,  and  in 
making  up  this  return  we  added  together  the  whole  number  oi  votes 
that  were  thrown,  which  makes  it  four  hundred  and  sixty-seven  ;  it 
should  have  been  two  hundred  and  ninety-nine. 

Question.  Two  hundred  and  ninety-nine  instead  of  four  hundred 
and  sixty-seven? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  That  was  the  defect  in  the  return? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  What  did  you  do  with  that  return  that  night?  what  was 
done  with  it  after  it  was  made  up  ? 

Answer.  It  was  put  into  the  post-office, — put  into  an  envelope, 
sealed  up,  and  put  into  the  Post-office. 

Question.  Directed  to  whom  ? 

Answer.  Secretary  of  State. 

Question,  What  kind  of  an  envelope  was  it?  the  regular  printed 
envelope  ? 

Aiiswer.  Yes.     Our  names  were  on  the  envelope. 

Qiestion.  Whether  or  not  the  return  which  you  hold  in  your  hands 
and  the  envelope  in  which  the  retiun  was  placed  were  made  on 
blanks  that  were  sent  to  you  from  Augusta  from  the  Secretary  of 
State's  office  ? 

Answer.  They  were. 

Question.  The  usual  form  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  I  find  the  names  of  "  Gilbert  L.  Tabbut"  and  ''  Henrj' 
Nash."    Are  you  acquainted  with  those  gentlemen? 

Answer.  I  am. 
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Question.  What  are  the  politics  of  Mr.  Tabbat  and  of  Mr.  Nash? 
Ajiswer,  Tabbut  is  a  Greenbacker ;  Nash  is  a  Republican. 
Question.  What  are  yours  ? 

Answer,  My  politics  are  Republican,  and  always  have  been. 
Question,    State  what,  if  anything,  occurred  in  relation  to  the 
retoms  from  Addison ;  state  ftilly  all  that  took  place  ? 

Ansioer.  I  think  it  was  the  eighth  day  of  November,  eighteen 
hundred  and  seventy-nine.     As  I  came  down  fh>m  my  house  to  my 
office  I  met  at  the  door  of  my  office  Mr.  Tabbut  and  Mr.  Nash ;  they 
said  they  wanted  to  see  me. 
Question.  The  Selectmen? 

Answer,  Yes ;  Henry  Nash  and  Gilbert  L.  Tabbut.   I  said  ''Very 
well,  we  will  go  into  the  office."    So  we  went  into  the  office  and  Mr. 
Tabbut  said  that  he  had  a  return ;  he  took  it  out  of  his  pocket  and 
said  we  had  made  a  mistake  in  our  Senatorial  return,  and  he  wanted 
it  amended.     I  asked  him  how  he  came  by  the  return.     He  said  it 
was  sent  to  him  by  the  Secretary  of  State.   Said  I,  "To  you  alone ?" 
He  said  ''Yes."     I  said  I  thought  it  was  a  little  queer  that  he 
should  have  it  come  to  him.     I  asked  him  by  what  authority  or  law 
he  expected  to  amend  the  return  in  that  way.     He  said  that  Mr. 
Drisko  told  him  that  it  was  lawM  that  we  should  make  an  amend- 
ment to  our  return.    I  utterly  revised  to  do  so,  and  told  him  I  knew 
of  no  law  whereby  we  could  make  such  an  amendment.     And  he 
said  that  if  we  did  not  amend  the  return  that  he  would  have  some- 
thing  from  Augusta  by  Tuesday  that  would  oblige  us  to  do  so.     I 
told  him  very  well,  when  I  was  obliged  to  make  an  amendment  I 
would  do  so  but  not  before.     This  was  Saturday,  I  think  the  eighth 
of  November,  either  the  eighth  or  fifteenth ;  I  am  not  very  sure  on 
that  point ;  but  I  think  the  eighth.     He  came  to  me  again  the  fol- 
lowing Monday  and  said,  "Ain't  you  going  to  sign  that  return?"    I 
said,  "  No  sir,  I  am  not."    "  Well,"  he  says,  "  if  our  town  is  thrown 
out  on  account  of  your  not  signing  this  return,  at  the  next  March 

meeting  you  will  be" I  am  at  sea  now  as  to  what  he  said. 

Question,^ Give  the  substance  of  it? 

Answer,  I  do  not  recollect  the  exact  language.      At  any  rate 
"  Any  town  office  you  may  hold  you  will  lose  at  that  time,"  was  the 
substance  of  the  matter.     I  told  him  "  Very  well,  that  I  was  ready 
for  anything  of  that  kind." 
Question,  Yon  are  a  lawyer? 
Answer,  I  am. 
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Question.  You  told  him  what  the  law  was? 

Answer,  I  did. 

Question.  Did  he  show  you  the  blank  which  he  said  he  had? 

Aviswer.  Yes. 

Question.  What  kind  of  a  blank  was  it? 

Answer.  Just  such  a  blank  as  that  shown  here  with  nothing  writ- 
ten in  it.     It  was  inclosed  in  an  envelope ;  he  took  it  out. 

Question.  Did  you  see  the  envelope  ? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  What  kind  of  an  envelope  was  it?  how  did  it  differ,  if 
at  all,  from  the  envelope  in  which  you  sealed  up  the  regular  returns 
in  open  town  meeting,  which  you  forwarded  to  Augusta? 

Answer.  The  same  thing. 

Question.  With  the  same  kind  of  directions  on  the  outside? 

Answer.  Yes,  directed  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Q;uestion.  Was  it  the  same  kind  of  a  blank  as  those  that  came 
from  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  the  same  thing. 

Question.  He  said  that  he  had  that  from  Mr.  Drisko ;  did  3^ou,  or 
do  you,  know,  what  Drisko  he  referred  to? 

Answer.  Yes,  George  W.  Drisko,  of  Machias. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  his  business  is? 

Answer.  Editor  of  th^  ^'  Machias  Union." 

Question.  Is  that  a  Republican  paper? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  it  is  not ;  it  is  a  Democratic  paper,  we  call  it. 

Question.  Did  Mr.  Nash  have  anything  to  say? 

Answer.  Mr.  Nash  was  present  at  the  time  this  conversation  took 
place. 

Question.  Is  Mr.  Drisko  a  prominent  man  in  politics  ? 

Answer.  In  Washington  county,  he  is. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  he  was  in  Augusta  just  before 
this  took  place? 

An^sw^.  Mr.  Tabbut  said  that  he  had  been  here  and  got  the  re- 
turns from  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Question.  He  said  that  in  connection  with  this  return  which  he 
had? 

Answer.  Yes, 

Question.  And  in  explanation  of  it,  where  it  came  from? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  What  did  Mr.  Nash  say  in  relation  to  it? 
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Anmoer.  After  I  refhsed  to  sign  the  return,  Mr.  Nash  reiUsed,  and 
left  the  office ;  he  went  out  before  our  conversation  was  closed. 

Q^e8tion.  Are  there  any  other  facts  you  know  in  relation  to  this 
matter? 

Answer.  Nothing. 

By  Mr.  INGALLS  : 

Question.  How  many  returns  did  you  send? 

Answer,  Only  one,  for  Senators. 

Question.  How  many  in  all  ? 

Ansvoer.  I  do  not  know,  I  am  sure ;  we  sent  one  for  Governor, 
one  for  County  Officers,  one  for  Senators,  and  one  for  Representa- 
tives ;  I  think  that  is  all.  « 

Question.  Did  you  send  any  duplicates? 

Answer.  No. 

By  Mr.  HALE : 

Question.  You  are  absolutely  certain  that  this  took  place  as  late 
as  in  November? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Are  you  absolutely  certain  that  it  was  another  return  in 
blank  which  was  shown  to  you,  and  not  one  you  had  already  filled  out  ? 

Ansioer.  I  am. 

Question.  And  that  the  envelope  was  a  blank  just  such  as  the 
Secretary  of  State  sends,  that  had  not  been  filled  out? 

Ansioer.  I  am. 

Question.  You  were  requested  to  make  a  new  return  to  cover  the 

■ 

mistake  in  the  old  return  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  And  you  reAised  because  the  law  did  not  permit  you  to 
do  that? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  You  were  threatened,  if  you  did  not  do  it,  with  expul- 
sion from  office? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Are  all  of  those  things  absolutely  clear  in  your  mind? 

Anstoer.  Yes. 

Question.  You  have  no  doubt  about  it? 

Answer.  No  doubt  about  it  at  all. 

By  Mr.  HARRIS : 

Question.  Was  the  error  stated  to  you  that  was  in  the  old  return? 
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Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Did  Tabbut  inform  you  how  he  knew  it  was  in  the  old 
return? 

Answer.  No,  only  that  Mr.  Drisko  told  him  that  such  was  the  case. 

Question.  Did  Mr.  Drisko  have  any  occasion  to  learn  that  there 
was  any  error,  from  you? 

Answer.  No,  not  from  me. 

Question.  Or  from  the  books  of  the  town? 

Answer,  No,  he  did  not  see  the  books. 

Question.  Were  you  aware  that  there  was  an  error  in  the  return 
at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  No,  not  till  this  time  he  came  there ;  that  was  the  first 
intimation  I  had  of  it ;  I  did  not  think  of  it. 

Question.  How  far  does  Mr.  Drisko  live  ft^m  your  place  ? 

Ansioer.  Eighteen  miles. 

By  M6.  INGALLS  : 

Question.  How  is  your  record? 

Answer.  Just  the  same  as  that  return. 

Question.  Remains  so  now  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast,  I  think  my  record 
says,  four  hundred  and  sixty-seven.  That  heading  says  "  The  whole 
number  of  ballots." 

By  Mr.  COOK : 

Question.  Did  he  tell  you  how  to  correct  this  return,— did  Tabbut  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  How  did  he  expect  you  to  correct  it  if  you  did  not  know 
what  the  error  was  ? 

Answer.  He  told  me  what  the  error  was  and  how  we  ought  to  do 
it. 

By  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Question.  Did  he  say  anything  to  you  about  having  twenty  days? 
Answer.  No. 

By  Mr.  HARRIS : 

Question.  What  was  the  vote  of  the  town,  for  the  Democratic  or 
Republican  candidates  ? 

Answer.  James  R.  Talbot,  one  hundred  and  fifty,  John  T.  Wal- 
lace, Jr.,  one  hundred  and  forty-nine.  Those  are  Democrats. 
Austin  Harris,  eighty-four,  Alden  Bradford,  eighty-four.  They  are 
Republicans. 
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Question,  Democratic  majority  of  what? 
Answer.  Sixty-six  and  sixty-five. 

Question.   So  it  would  make  a  difference  of  sixty-six  votes  if 
thrown  oat? 
Answer.  Yes. 

By.  Mb.  INGALLS  : 

Question.  Did  you  send  a  statement  to  the  Secretary  of  State?' 

Ansvoer.  I  did. 

Question.  Did  it  contain  the  same  error  as  the  other  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  it  was  a  general  sunmiary  of  the  whole  thing. 

Question.  And  contained  the  same  error  in  the  number  of  votes . 
that  the  return  did? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  So  the  error  was  discovered  by  —  or  might  have  been  ■ 
discovered  by  —  the  statement  to  the  Secretary  of  State  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  about  that ;  I  think  it  was  the  same  thing ; 
I  think  it  was  just  the  same  on  the  Clerk's  return  that  it  was  on  the 
Senatorial  return. 

By  Mr.  STROUT: 

Question.  Would  it  foUow  absolutely  that  because  there  was  an 
error  in  your  return  to  the  Secretary  of  State, — ^in  the  Clerk's  re- 
turn, — that  there  was  an  error  in  the  returns  that  were  sent  to  the 
Governor  and  Council  to  be  counted  ? 

Answer.  No,  I  should  say  not,  —  not  absolutely. 

By  Mr.  INGALLS  : 

Question.  What  was  the  queston  ? 

Answer.  He  asked  me  if  it  would  foUow  absolutely  that  my  gen- 
eral summary  to  the  Secretary  of  State  would  contain  the  same 
error  that  the  return  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Senators. 
would. 

Question.  Have  you  any  doubt  of  it? 

Answer.  No,  I  have  not  any  doubt  of  it. 

Henry  Nash,  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  HALE : 

Question.  Were  you  in  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine  one  of 
Hie  Selectmen  of  Addison? 

A^%su}er.  I  was. 

Question.  Present  at  the  September  meeting? 

Arufuier.  Yes. 
11 
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Question.  Present  at  the  making  up  of  the  returns  at  the  close  of 
the  meeting? 

Answer,  I  was. 

Question.  Who  made  up  the  body  of  the  returns  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Austin,  the  Clerk. 

Question.  Did  you  sign  the  returns  in  open  town  meeting? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  What  became  of  the  returns  after  they  were  signed  ? 

Answer.  I  sealed  them  up  and  put  them  into  the  Post-office  that 
night  myself. 

Qv^stion.  All  of  the  returns  ? 

Answer.  All  of  the  returns. 

Q;uestion.  Examine  the  Senatorial  return  from  Addison,  marked 
"  Exhibit  Z,  G.  D.  B.,  Clerk  of  Committee^*'  and  see  if  you  identify 
it  as  the  Senatorial  return  made  up  in  open  town  meeting  on  the  da^^ 
of  election,  and  by  you  sealed  up  and  put  into  the  Post-office? 

Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  To  whom  was  it  directed  ? 

Answer.  To  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Qy£stion.  In  what  kind  of  an  envelope  ? 

Answer.  In  a  printed  one,  with  directions  on  the  back. 

Question.  How  do  you  recognize  that  as  the  Senatorial  return  ? 

Answer,  I  recc^ize  it  by  my  signature,  and  also  Mr.  Austin's  and 
Mr.  Tabbufs. 

Question.  Where  was  the  third  Selectman  ? 

Answer.  He  wasn't  there. 

Q;uestion.  Read  the  whole  number  of  votes  written  in  ? 

Answer.  "  Whole  number  of  ballots  given^  four  hundred  sixty- 
jeeven.** 

Q;uestion.  Read  the  names  of  the  candidates  ? 

Anstoer.  ^^  James  R.  Talbot^  one  hundred  fifty  (150);  John  T. 
Wdtlo/ce^  Jr.  J  one  hundred  forty-nine  {149)  ;  AvMin  Harris ^  eighty- 
fcmr  {84)  ;  Alden  Bradford,  eighty-four  {84) ." 

Q;uestion.  So  that  the  whole  number  there  is  made  by  adding  the 
votes  of  all  four  of  the  candidates  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Instead  of  the  two  highest? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  When  was  your  attention  first  called  to  this  return  or 
about  any  alleged  error  in  it,  and  by  whom? 
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Answer.  By  Gilbert  L.  Tabbut.  I  think  it  was  the  eighth  of 
November,  but  I  wouldn't  say  positive  whether  the  eighth  or  fif- 
teenth ;  it  was  one  or  the  other,  and  I  think  the  eighth. 

Question.  State  what  took  place? 

Answer,  I  was  going  from  my  store  and  I  met  Mr.  Tabbut  on  the 
street ;  he  says :  '^  We  have  made  an  error  in  our  Senatorial  return." 
He  says :  '^  I  have  a  blank  and  I  want  to  get  it  corrected."  I  was 
on  my  way  up  street  towards  Mr.  Austin's,  the  Clerk's  office,  and, 
seeing  him  coming,  I  told  him,  ^'  We  will  go  to  Austin's  office  and 
see  what  can  be  done  about  it." 

Q^e8tion,  Did  he  state  to  you  then  what  the  error  was? . 

Answer,  Yes. 

Qwestion.  State  what  he  said? 

Answer.  He  said  there  was  an  error  in  adding  up  the  figures  on 
the  return — ^adding  them  all  four  instead  of  taking  the  two  highest. 

Question.  Did  he  show  you  the  return  he  had  then?. 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  What  was  it? 

Ansioer.  A  blank,  such  a  return  as  the  Senatorial  I  previously 
identified,— only  in  blank; 

Question.  Any  writing  on  it? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  The  envelope,— did  he  have  that  too? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  whether  he  did  or  not. 

Question.  State  what  he  said? 

Ansiver.  He  said  he  wanted  that  corrected.  I  asked  him  how  he 
came  by  it.  He  was  the  second  Selectman  and  all  papers  on  such 
business  came  to  my  box  or  the  Clerk's. 

Question.  What  are  Mr.  Tabbufs  politics? 

Anstffer.  A  Fusionist.  I  said  to  him :  ''Where  did  you  get  this 
blank?"  He  said :  "  It  came  from  the  Secretary  of  State,"  I  said  to 
him :  ''This  looks  a  little  curious  you  should  get  it  in  that  way."  I 
was  about  going  away  into  another  town.  We  talked  a  little ;  I 
cannot  say  what  I  said ;  I  told  him :  "I  will  see  you  again,  Mr. 
Tabbut."  That  is  about  all  I  said.  The  next  Monday  he  came  to 
my  store  and  says :  "  Ain't  you  going  to  sign  this  blank?" 

Question.  Where  was  this  first  talk  you  had  with  him? 

Answer.  At  Mr.  Justin's  office. 

Question.  You  went  away  and  left  the  two  men  there? 

Answer.  Yes. 
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Question.  And  left  the  blank  with  him? 

Answer.  Yes.  The  next  Monday  he  came  to  my  store  quite  early 
in  the  morning  and  says :  ^^  Ain't  you  going  to  fix  this  paper  ?^  I 
says :  ^^  No,  Mr.  Tabbut,  I  am  not  going  to  do  anything  of  t^e 
kind."  He  says  *'  You  wiU  have  to."  I  says  *'  If  I  have  to  then  I 
shall,  but  I  shall  not  put  a  scratch  of  pen  on  paper  now."  That  is 
about  all. 

Quesfton.  Did  you  believe  it  right  or  legal  to  make  a  new  return? 

Answer,  I  did  not. 

Question.  Did  you  so  tell  him? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  Was  it  in  your  hearing  at  Mr.  Austin's  that  he  said  that 
Mr.  Drisko  told  him  it  was  lawfhl  to  make  a  new  return? 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Question.  You  think  it  was  after  you  left  that  it  occurred? 

Aviswer.  Yes. 

Question.  You  do  not  remember  of  hearing  anything  about  Mr. 
Drisko  ? 

Answer,  No. 

Question,  When  you  came  away  did  you  leave  Austin  and  Tab- 
but  at  Austin's  office  talking  about  this  matter? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  What  took  place  after  that,  yon  do  not  know? 

Answer.  I  don't.  , 

Question.  Was  Mr.  Tabbut  very  earnest  that  you  should  sign? 

Answer,  He  seemed  to  be  very. 

Question,  He  stated  that  it  was  legal  to  correct  the  error  by 
making  out  a  new  return  ? 

Answer.  He  did. 

Question.  He  insisted  upon  its  being  done? 

Answer.  He  did. 

Question.  Which  you  declined  to  do? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  You  say  that  Mr.  Tabbut  told  you  it  came  from  the 
Secretary  of  State? 

Answer,,  Afterwards — at  the  store — ^he  told  me  it  came  from  Mr. 
Drisko. 

Question,  That  was  the  next  Monday? 

Answer.  Yes. 

'Question.  In  the  second  interview  with  Mr.  Tabbut  where  did  he 
tell  you  he  got  the  return? 
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An»wer,  He  said  it  came  from  Mr.  Drisko. 

Question.  That  Mr.  Drisko  gave  it  to  him? 

Answer,  Tea. 

Qtiestion.  Did  he  state  to  you  anything  that  Mr.  Drisko  had 
stated  to  him? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Did  he  cite  Mr.  Drisko  as  authority  for  its  being  legal 
to  make  a  new  return? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  or  information  as  to  the  fact 
of  Mr.  Drisko  having,  a  little  while  before  that,  been  in  Augusta  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  heard  at  the  time  that  he  had  been  in  Augusta. 

Question.  What  are  your  politics  ? 

Answer.  I  am  a  Republican. 

Qwestion.  Mr.  Tabbut  is  a  Fusionist? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Mr.  Austin? 

Answer.  Is  a  Republican. 

Question.  At  other  times  matters  coming  for  the  Selectmen  in  the 
way  of  business  of  the  town,  had  come  to  you  ? 

Ansujer.  Yes ;  I  am  chairman  of  the  Selectmen. 

Question.  What  is  the  third  Selectman  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Leighton  is  a  Republican ;  he  was  not  there. 

Henrt  Nash,  recalled. 
By  Mr.  HALE : 

Question.  Do  you  remember  distinctly  when  Mr.  Tabbut  came  to 
you  with  the  blank  return? 

Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  He  told  you  what  the  defect  was,  as  to  the  number  of 
ballots? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  And  that  was  to  be  the  change  made  in  the  new  and 
amended  return  ? 

Answer.  It  was. 

Question.  Was  there  any  other  change  to  be  made  ? 

Anstcer.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Did  he  say  an3i;hing  to  you,  either  at  that  time  or  at 
the  next  interview,  in  reference  to  putting  anjrthing  in  there  to  show 
the  date  when  the  return  was  made  ? 
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Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Was  the  whole  thing  left  on  your  mind  at  the  time,  that 
this  was  a  new  and  corrected  return  to  be  substituted  for  the  other? 

Answer.  That  was  my  idea. 

Question,  Nothing  was  said  by  him  that  would  in  any  way  con- 
tradict that? 

Answer,  No. 

Question,  In  either  interview  ? 

Answer,  No. 

Question,  Was  there  anything  said  by  him  about  putting  on  to 
the  envelope  any  change  as  to  its  being  sealed  up  in  open  town 
meeting? 

Ansvoer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  You  are  confident? 

Answer,  I  am. 

Question,  Or  on  the  return  itself? 

Answer,  No. 

Question,  In  either  interview  ? 

Answer,  No. 

Question.  You  are  positive  ? 

Answer,  I  am. 

Gilbert  L.  Tabbut,  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  HALE : 

Question.  Of  Addison? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  one  of  the  Selectmen  of  Addison  in  eighteen 
hundred  and  seventy-nine  ? 

Answer,  1  was. 

Question,  Present  at  the  September  election  that  year? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question,  Were  you  present  when  the  returns  were  made  up? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Were  they  signed  in  open  town  meeting? 

Answer,  They  were. 

Question,  By  all  the  Selectmen? 

An^swer.  By  two  of  them. 

Question.  I  am  speaking  of  the  returns  made  on  the  day  of  the 
town  meeting? 

Ansvoer,  They  were  signed  by  Mr.  Nash  and  myself. 
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Question.  Who  made  up  the  body  of  the  returns  ? 

Anstver.  Town  Clerk,  Edward  A.  Austin  ? 

Question.  What  was  done  with  the  returns  after  being  made  up 
and  signed  there  that  day? 

Answer.  They  were  sealed  by  Mr.  Nash,  chairman,  and  depos- 
ited in  the  Post-office. 

Question.  Look  at  the  paper  marked  ^^ Exhibit  Z,  G.  D.  5.,  Clerk 
of  Committee"  and  see  if  you  identify  it  as  the  Senatorial  return 
made  up  that  day  in  open  town  meeting? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  should  call  that  it. 

Question.  That  is  your  signature  ? 

Answer.  It  is. 

Question.  You  recognize  the  signatures  of  the  others? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Read  off  the  whole  number  of  ballots  as  written  there  ? 

Answer.  "  Four  hundred  and  sixtj^-seven." 

Question.  For  each  candidate  ? 

Answer.  ^^  James  R.  Talbot^  one  hundred  and  fifty  {150)  ;  John 
T.  Wallace^  Jr.^  one  hundred  and  forty-nine  {149)  ;  Austin  Harris^ 
eighty-four  {84)  ;  Alden  Bradford^  eighty-four  {84) ." 

Question.  So  that  the  total  of  ballots  on  that  return  is  got  by  add- 
ing up  all  four  of  the  Senators*  votes  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Instead  of  the  two  highest? 

Answer.  Yes,  that  is  what  the  Clerk  said  I  was  to  do,  take  the 
whole  four  numbers  t(^ether  and  add  them  up  and  tell  him  what  the 
whole  amount  was. 

Question.  When  was  your  attention  first  after  that  called  to  this 
return  or  to  any  error  in  this  Senatorial  return,  and  by  whom? 

Answer.  On  the  fourteenth  of  November  following,  by  George  W. 
Drisko,  of  Machias. 

Question.  State  in  your  own  way  what  took  place  and  where  it 
was? 

Answer.  Mr.  Drisko  came  to  my  house  the  morning  of  November 
fourteenth,  and  told  me  there  was  an  error  in  making  up  our  return  on 
Senatorial  vote,  and  unless  it  was  changed  the  town  would  probably 
lose  the  votes  on  Senators.  He  said  there  were  some  three  or  four 
other  towns  that  made  the  mistake,  and  there  were  blank  returns. 
forwarded  to  Machias  to  be  sent  around  to  those  different  towns. 

Question.  Blank  returns  sent  to  him  from  where  ? 
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Answer,  He  didn't  say  they  were  sent  to  him ;  he  said  they  were 
sent  to  Machias. 

Question,  For  the  purpose  of  correcting  those  several  towns  ? 

Answer,  Yes ;  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  I  think  he  told  me. 
He  told  me  what  the  error  was. 

Question.  What  did  he  teU  you  the  error  was  ? 

Answer.  In  giving  the  whole  number  of  ballots,  "  four  hundred 
and  sixty-seven,"  when  it  should  have  been  about  half  that  number. 

.  Question.  That  is  in  adding  up  all  four  instead  of  the  two  highest? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  He  told  you  that  was  the  error? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  unless  corrected  the  Senatorial  vote  would  be 
thrown  out  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  and  he  passed  me  a  blank  Senatorial  return  and 
told  me  he  wanted  me  to  get  it  amended.  I  asked  him  if  the  law 
would  allow  us  to  do  it.  He  said  it  would ;  he  said  he  called  at 
Jonesborough  and  saw  the  Selectmen  there,  and  they  were  going  to 
amepd  their  return  and  we  could  do  the  same. 

Question.  State  in  that  return  what  the  Fusion  majority  is  in 
Addison? 

Answer.  Sixty-six,  the  return  shows.  He  told  me  if  the  Town 
Officers  would  do  this  that  we  could  make  up  this  return  as  an 
amended  return  and  sign  it  on  the  day  we  made  it ;  not  to  make  it 
up  as  though  it  was  done  in  open  town  meeting,  and  it  would  be  an 
amended  return,  and  date  it  the  day  we  made  it. 

Question.  Did  he  have  the  envelope  with  him  ? 

Answer.  He  did. 

Question.  In  the  ordinary  form  of  the  printed  envelopes  from  the 
Secretary  of  State's  office? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  What  did  he  say  to  you  about  having  been  to  Augusta 
lately  ? 

Answer.  He  didn't  say  he  had  been  there. 

Question.  Didn't  you  understand  from  him,  or  in  some  way,  that 
he  had  just  come  from  Augusta? 

Answer.  I  heard  a  while  after  that,  that  he  had  just  come  from 
Augusta,  but  he  did  not  say  anything  about  being  there. 

Question.  Didn't  he  state  to  3'ou  how  he  had  found  out  there  was 
this  defect? 
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Answer.  No,  he  didn't  say  anything  about  it — didn't  say  how  he 
knew  it. 
Question.  You  don't  know  that  he  had  been  there  to  look  at  the 

record? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  He  must  have  found  it  out  from  the  return  at  Augusta? 

Answer.  I  suppose  so. 

Question.  You  supposed  so  at  the  time  ? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  He  did  not  claim  there  was  any  other  way  that  he  had 
got  the  information  ? 

Answer.  He  did  not. 

Question.  Excepting  that  the  return  was  incorrect? 

Answer.  He  did  not  state  to  me  how  he  knew. 

Question.  What  other  towns  did  he  mention  besides  Jonesborough  ? 

Answer.  I  remember  of  Jonesborough,  and  Whiting,  I  think ;  I 
do  not  seem  to  remember  what  the  others  were ;  I  think  he  said 
there  were  four,  Addison,  Jonesborough,  Whiting — and  I  do  not 
know  whether  the  other  was  Cutler  or  what. 

Question.  Where  the  danger  was  that,  if  they  were  not  corrected, 
the  Senatorial  vote  would  be  thrown  out? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Are  those  that  you  mention  all  Democratic  or  Green- 
back towns  ? 

Answer.  I  think  they  were. 

Question.  Did  he  say  anything  about  correcting  any  errors  in  any 
Republican  towns  ? 

Answer.  No ;  he  didn't  mention  any  towns,  only  what  I  have  told 
you. 

Question.  The  altered  return  you  were  to  make  was  to  be  sent 
where  ? 

Answer.  Sent  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Question.  At  Augusta? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  The  same  as  the  other? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  To  be  used  by  the  Governor  and  Council? 

Answer.  I  supposed  so. 

Question.  Did  j^ou  take  from  him  the  blank  return? 

Answer,  I  did. 
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Qtiestion.  Did  you  inquire  of  him  particularly  as  to  the  legality  of 
the  act, — ^whether  you  had  a  right  to  do  it? 

Anisvoer.  Yes ;  I  asked  him  if  we  had  a  right  to  do  it. 

Question.  What  was  his  assurance  to  you  ? 

Answer.  He  said  he  thought  we  had,  thought  there  was  no  doubt 
about  it. 

Question.  Didn't  he  say  whom  he  had  consulted  with  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  had  known  him  for  years  ? 

Answer.  I  had. 

Question.  As  a  prominent  politician? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  editor  of  a  Democratic  paper  at  Machias. 

Question.  What  more  did  he  say  to  3'ou  that  you  think  of  now? 

Answer.  He  told  me  that  if  the  Town  Officers  wouldn't  amend 
this  return  to  write  him  so  he  would  get  the  letter  by  Saturday's 
mail,  the  next  day.     I  believe  that  is  all  I  remember  now. 

Question.  Did  he  intimate,  if  he  learned  they  wouldn't  do  it,  that 
he  was  to  get  any  authority  from  Augusta  to  compel  them  to  do  it, — 
or  what  did  he  say  about  that? 

Answer.  I  think  he  said  that  he  would  notify  them  at  Augusta. 

Question.  Who  was  he  going  to  notifj'-  at  Augusta? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  he  said.  He  might  have  said  the  Sec- 
retarjj^  of  State  or  Governor  and  Council ;  I  do  not  know  which  now, 
and  do  not  know  as  he  did ;  but  he  was  going  to  write  to  Augusta  or 
telegraph,  I  don't  know  which.  He  wanted  me  to  write  him  the 
next  day  any  way. 

Question.  As  to  what  success  you  had? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  This  was  November  fourteenth  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  After  he  left  you  what  did  you  do  on  that  same  day? 

Answer.  I  went  up  to  the  village  where  Nash  and  Austin  lived ;  I 
found  Mr.  Nash  in  the  store  and  told  him  there  was  a  mistake  in 
making  up  our  return  on  Senatorial  vote. 

Question.  Told  him  what  the  mistake  was  ? 

An^swer.  I  did.  And  he  and  I  went  up  into  the  Clerk's  office  and 
I  told  him  what  the  mistake  was. 

Question.  Mr.  Austin? 

Answer.  Yes,  and  he  saw  the  mistake ;  he  said  there  was  a  mis- 
take.    I  told  him  what  was  wanted.     He  said  he  didn't  know  as  the 
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law  would  allow  ns  to  amend  the  retarn.     I  told  him  I  didn't  know 
certain,  but  I  thought  there  was  a  law  that  we  could  amend  it. 

Question,  Didn't  you  look  at  the  record  ? 

Answer.  I  think  Austin  took  his  minutes  down  that  he  used  in 
town  meeting,  at  election,  and  looked  at  them.  I  believe  it  was  not 
I'ecorded  that  day. 

Qiiestion,  The  minutes  were  the  same  as  the  return? 

Answer,  Just  the  same. 

Question.  What  did  you  do  then  in  the  way  of  urging  him  to  do  it  ? 

Answer.  We  talked  a  little  about  the  law  that  day.  Mr.  Nash 
was  going  to  Jonesport,  and  was  looking  for  his  team  every  minute. 
I  do  not  think  we  were  in  the  office  over  three  minutes  before  his 
team  came  along ;  his  boy  brought  it.  Mr.  Nash  said  he  did  not 
think  we  had  any  right  to  amend  it,  but  said  he  would  attend  to  it 
to-morrow  morning, — look  the  matter  up.  Nash  or  Austin, — I  do 
not  know  which, — asked  me  where  I  got  this  return.  I  told  them  it 
came  from  the  Secretary  of  State  ;x  and  they  asked  me  if  it  came  to 
me  as  one  of  the  Selectmen.  I  told  them  ''Yes."  I  didn't  tell  them 
that  day  who  handed  it  to  me. 

Question.  You  didn't  tell  them  that  day  that  Drisko  gave  it  to  you  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Why  was  that? 

Answer.  Drisko  told  me  it  came  from  the  Secretary  of  State's 
office  to  be  sent  to  the  Town  Officers  of  the  towns  that  had  made  a 
mistake  in  making  up  returns. 

Question.  You  thought  it  best  that  day  not  to  let  it  be  known  that 
Drisko  had  any  hand  in  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  didn't  think  it  necessary  to  tell  them  that  Drisko 
had  an3rthing  to  do  with  it. 

Question.  So  you  told  them  it  was  from  the  Secretary  of  State? 

Ansswer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  believed  it  came  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
Drisko? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  So  that  day  nothing  was  said  about  Drisko? 

Answer.  Not  a  word. 

Question.  Did  you  urge  them  pretty  strongly  to  make  out  a  new 
retam? 

Answer.  Not  very  strong. 

Question.  Mr.  Nash  went  off  and  left  you  and  Austin  there  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  was  putting  up  potatoes  to  go  aboard  the  boat 
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Saturday  morning,  when  Drisko  called  at  my  hoase.  I  went  up 
with  this  return  and  told  them  what  was  wanted,  and  I  was  in  a 
hurry  to  get  back  home  so  I  could  haul  potatoes  to  the  village  the 
next  morning.  I  told  Austin  that  I  was  in  a  hurry,  and  as  Nash 
would  attend  to  it  the  next  morning,  we  wouldn't  stop  to  attend  to 
it  that  day.  I  went  home  and  I  think  took  the  paper  with  me. 
The  next  morning  I  called  at  Nash's  store  and  asked  him  if  he 
would  attend  to  that  matter.  He  said  he  would  not— or  anything 
that  came  from  George  Drisko. 

Question.  He  said  that  the  first  thing? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  How  did  he  know  that  came  from  George  Drisko  if 
you  hadn't  told  him  the  day  before  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  unless  Drisko  was  seen  on  the  Point ;  he 
was  there  an  hour  or  two  that  afternoon. 

Question.  When  he  mentioned  Drisko's  name  what  did  you  tell 
him? 

Answer.  I  told  him  if  the  law  would  allow  us  to  amend  the  return 
I  thought  he  ought  to  do  it ;  I  didn't  want  the  town  to  lose  the  vote 
if  it  was  right  for  the  Town  OflScers  to  correct  the  return.  He  said 
when  there  was  anything  came  direct  from  the  Secretary  of  State  or 
Governor  and  Council  to  the  Selectmen  he  would  attend  to,  it,  and 
do  anything  he  had  a  right  to  do. 

Question.  Mr.  Nash? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  answered,  ''  Probably  you  will  have  a  chance  to 
do  it."  I  supposed  then  there  would  be  a  return  come  from  the  Sec- 
retary^ of  State,  from  the  talk  Drisko  had  with  me.  I  then  went  up 
to  Austin's  office  and  talked  with  him  a  few  minutes.  He  said  he 
should  not  do  anything, — should  not  sign  it.  I  told  him  that  if  the 
law  would  allow  us  to  amend  this  return,  and  the  town  lost  the  vote 
in  consequence,  probably  the  town  would  look  out  who  they  put  in 
for  Town  Officers  another  year.  "  Now,"  he  said,  "  let's  look  the 
law  up  and  see  if  the  law  will  allow  us  to  do  it."  He  went  to  look- 
ing the  law  up ;  I  was  satisfied  before  I  left  the  office,  that  I  had  no 
right  to  do  it,  and  I  did  not  urge  it  any  further. 

Question.  Did  you  tell  him  then  and  there  that  Drisko  was  your 
authority  ? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  I  told  Austin  that  day  that  I  had  that  fr^^m  Drisko. 

Question.  Told  him  all  about  it  ? 
ta    Answer.  Yes, 
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QuesHoif.  Didn't  yon  urge  him  that  day  to  do  it? 

Answer.  No  further  than  what  I  told  j^ou. 

Question,  Have  you  seen  Mr  Drisko  since  ?  . 

Answer,  I  have ;  I  saw  him  this  morning. 

Question.  Talk  with  him  about  this  matter? 

Answer.  We  talked  about  it  a  little. 

Question.  'What  did  he  say? 

Answer.  He  told  me  he  wanted  me  to  tell  it  just  as  the  conversa- 
tion was  between  him  and  me. 

Question.  He  told  you  when  you  talked  with  him  to-day,  didn't 
hey  that  the  truth  would  be  that  he  directed  you  to  make  out  a  return 
and  sign  it  as  of  the  date  when  it  was  made  ? 

Answer.  No,  he  didn't. 

Question.  Haven't  you  talked  that  over  with  him  to-day? 

Answer.  No,  I  never  mentioned  it — or  yesterday.  At  my  house 
I  told  him  I  should  not  sign  that  return  as  made  up  in  open  town 
meeting. 

Question.  You  told  him  that  first? 

Answer.  No ;  I  didn't  say  that  tUl  after  he  told  me.  He  said  he 
supposed  we  would  have  to  date  it  the  same  day  we  made  it,  and 
mark  it  as  an  amended  return.  I  made  answer,  ^'I  shall  not  sign  it 
as  made  up  in  open  town  meeting." 

Question.  Did  you  tell  this  to  Nash  and  Austin? 

Anmoer.  No. 

Question.  You  didn't  mention  that  to  them? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  that  I  did. 

Question.  Wasn't  it  singular  you  should  not  have  mentioned  that 
to  them  when  they  objected  to  signing  it? 

Answer.  They  objected  to  making  it  up.  If  they  had  gone  so  far 
as  to  making  it  up  I  should  have  told  them. 

Q^iestion.  Why  did  you  not  tell  them  what  you  say  Drisko  told 
you  about  dating  it  that  day,  so  it  would  not  appear  to  be  an  original 
return? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Did  you  not  feel  in  your  own  mind  it  was  easier  to 
make  it  as  made  that  day  and  not  have  it  purport  to  be  made  in 
open  town  meeting? 

Answer.  Yes ;  and  I  should  not  have  signed  it  as  of  open  town 
meeting. 

Question.  Did  you  not  tell  the  Selectmen  when  you  went  to  them, 
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and  the  Town  Clerk  that  you  thought  it  was  legal,  and  thought  there 
was  a  law  to  do  it? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Drisko  told  you  ? 

AnMoer.  Yes. 

Question.  That  was  your  view? 

Ajiswer.  It  was,  then. 

Question.  Your  view  was,  it  was  legal  to  make  up  a  return  and 
date  it  on  the  day  when  you  made  it  up  and  sign  it  as  of  that  date? 

Answer.  It  was, — as  an  amended  return. 

Question.  Yet  you  say  you  did  not  tell  them,  in  ui^ng  them  to 
sign,  that  you  were  to  make  it  up  in  that  way,  dated  that  day? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  that  I  did.  _ 

Question.  You  do  not  remember  that  you  told  the  Clerk  or  the 
Selectmen? 

Answer.  I  might  have,  but  I  do  not  remember  it. 

Question.  Would  it  not  be  very  remarkable  that  you  should  not 
have  told  them  that  or  remember  that? 

Answer.  I  do  not  seem  to  remember  whether  I  tolcj  them  or  not. 

Question.  You  would  not  have  thought  of  signing  it  otherwise? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  That  must  have  been  the  leading  inducement  in  your 
mind? 

Answer.  The  leading  inducement  to  me  to  sign  it  was,  I  did  not 
want  the  town  to  lose  the  vote  if  the  law  would  authorize  the  amend- 
ment. 

Question.  The  minor  inducement  was  that  you  were  to  sign  it  and 
date  it  the  day  you  made  it  up? 

Answer.  I  think  so,  I  would  not  have  signed  it  any  other  way. 

Question.  You  did  not  state  that  to  the  other  Selectmen  and  Town 
Clerk  as  an  inducement  to  them? 

Answer.  I  cannot  sa3^ 

Question.  You  cannot  remember  that  3'ou  said  anything  to  them 
indicating  that  this  new  return  was  to  be  anything  but  a  substituted 
return? 

Answer.  I  told  them,  "An  amended  return." 

Question.  Amended  in  what  respect? 

Answer.  To  the  number  of  ballots. 

Question.  Taking  the  two  highest  in  the  list  instead  of  taking  all 
together? 
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AfiMoer.  Yes ;  take.the  highest  and  the  lowest. 

Question,  That  was  the  trouble  you  were  going  to  core  ?    ' 

An8V)&r.  Yes  sir. 

Question,  You  were  to  cure  it  by  writing  a  new  return  on  blank 
paper? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  did  not  propose  to  amend  the  old  return  ? 

Anstioer.  I  did  not. 

Question.  You  did  not  say  that? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  You  were  to  make  out  a  new  return  and  were  to  put 
it  in  this  blank  envelope  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  the  blank  envelope  says  ^'Sealed  up  in  open  town 
meeting.'*  Did  you  say  aujrthing  to  them  about  changing  that 
envelope  ? 

Answer.  I  think  I  told  them  that  we  should  sign  it  that  date ;  I 
would  not  say  certain. 

Question.  A  little  while  ago  you  said  you  did  not  remember  any- 
thing on  that  question.  Did  you  or  not  tell  those  gentlemen  whom 
you  were  talking  with,  anything  whatever  about  the  date  you  were 
to  sign  it,  as  when  you  made  it  up  or  about  any  change  in  the 
envelope  ? 

Ansioer.  I  cannot  say. 

Question.  You  cannot  remember  that  you  did? 

Answer.  I  cannot. 

Question.  On  either  the  envelope  or  return? 

ATisvoer.  I  cannot  say  in  regard  to  that,  but  I  made  up  my  mind 
that  I  should  have  it  signed  on  the  day  we  made  it,  and  mark  it 
*'  Amended  return." 

Question.  But  you  do  not  remember  of  saying  anything  to  them 
about  it? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  The  envelope  was  just  such  a  one  as  had  been  sent  on 
in  September,  a  printed  envelope  directed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Given  to  you  by  Mr.  Drisko,  when  he  gave  you  the 
return? 

Anstoer.  It  was. 

Question.  To  go  with  the  return  to  be  sent  to  the  Secretary  of 
State? 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir.  • 

Question.  Did  you  communicate  to  Mr.  Drisko  the  ill-success  of 
your  mission? 

Answer.  I  think  I  wrote  him. 

Question.  When  did  you  do  that — after  the  first  or  second  inter- 
view? 

Answer.  After  the  second. 

Question.  You  did  not  write  to  him  after  the  first? 

Answer.  I  saw  him  that  afternoon ;  I  talked  with  him  the  first 
day. 

Question.  On  his  way  back  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  took  place  between  you  and  him  aft;er  the  first 
interview  with  Nash  and  Austin  ? 

Answer.  I  told  him  that  I  had  a  little  talk  with  them  and  they  did 
not  think  we  could  it. 

Question.  What  said  he  ? 

Answer.  He  said  he  thought  the  law  would  allow  us  to  do  it. 

Question.  Did  not  seem  to  have  any  doubt  about  it? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  tell  you  it  was  no  use  to  try  any  fhrther  if  they 
objected  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  told  him  they  agreed  to  meet  the  next  morn- 
ing and  look  the  matter  up. 

Question.  He  still  continued  to  advise  you  to  do  it,  after  hearing 
their  objection? 

AnMoer.  He  did. 

Question.  Did  you  write  him  aft»r  your  second  interview? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  What  did  you  tell  him? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  I  can  give  the  exact  words ;  but  I 
wrote  him  we  could  not  find  any  law  that  would  allow  us  to  do  it,  I 
think,  or  something  of  that  kind. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  fix>m  him  afterwards? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Got  nothing  more  from  the  Secretary  of  State  or  any- 
body else?    • 

Answer.  I  did  not ;  that  is  the  end  of  it. 

Question.  What  are  Mr.  Drisko's  politics? 

Answer.  Democrat. 
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Question.  What  are  Nash's  ? 

Answer.  Republican. 

Question.  Austin's? 

Answer.  Republican. 

Question.  The  third  Selectman — Leighton's? 

Anstver.  Republican. 

Question.  Tour's? 

Answer.  Greenbacker. 

Question.  There  is  a  majority  of  about  sixty-six  for  Greenbackers 
in  your  town  ? 

Answer.  Fusion ;  yes. 

Question.  When  did  you  see  Mr.  Drisko  lastT 

Answer.  This  morning ;  I  left  him  in  Portland.     We  came  by  the 
steamer  ^'  Richmond." 

Question.  When  was  he  coming  to  Augusta? 

Answer.  He  wUl  be  up  this  afternoon  on  the  train. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  whether  he  is  here  or  not? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  What  did  he  say  about  this  amended  return, — this  mat- 
ter of  the  return  of  Addison? 

Answer.  He  did  not  say  much  about  it,  only  he  said  he  wanted 
me  to  tell  it  just  as  the  conversation  was. 

Question.  Have  you  talked  it  over  with  him  some  as  to  what  the 
conversation  was  ? 

Answer.  No,  I  think  we  did  not  say  anything  about  it. 

Question.  Did  you  not  compare  notes  as  to  what  your  recollection . 
was? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  say  he  was  coming  here  before  the  Committee?- 

.Answer.  He  did. 

Question.  Did  he  not  tell  you  this  morning  where  he  got  those 
returns? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  not  say  he  was  acting  under  authority  fh>m. 
Ati^nsta? 

Ans^foer.  He  did  not. 

Question.  That  he  thought  he  was  acting  right? 
jAnswer.  No,  nothing  of  the  kind. 

12 
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By  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Question,  Do  you  remember  any  of  the  other  towns  he  spoke  of 
where  there  were  defects,  besides  Addison  and  Jonesborongh  ? 

Ansioer.  I  think  it  was  Whiting  for  one. 

Qy£stion.  What  did  he  say  the  defect  was  in  that  town? 

Answer.  If  he  told  me,  I  cannot  remember  now. 

Question,  Do  you  remember  of  his  speaking  about  that  town^  as 
having  no  ^^  whole  number  of  ballots,"  that  blank  being  left  unfilled? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  he  told  me  what  the  trouble  was. 

Question.  What  other  town  ? 

Answer.  It  seems  to  me  it  was  Cutler,  but  I  would  not  say  cer- 
tain. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  what  he  said  about  Cutler? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Are  you  quite  sure  it  was  Cutler? 

Answer.  I  would  not  say  certain. 

Question.  Wasn't  it  Marion  ? 

Answer.  It  might  have  been ;  I  would  not  say  certain. 

Question.  You  were  pretty  much  interested  in  politics  at  that 
time? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Was  the  town  he  spoke  of  a  town  tiiat  had  the  same 
•difficulty  there  was  in  the  return  of  Addison  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say. 

Question.  Did  he  talk  with  you  ad  to  what  effect  it  would  have 
mpon  the  election  of  Senators  there,  if  you  could  correct  those 
^defects  in  the  towns  ? 

Answer.  I  think  he  said  that  if  those  returns  were  amended^  we 
.should  elect  Senators. 

Question.  ^That  the  Fusionists  would  elect  both  of  their  Senators  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  But  3'ou  could  not  elect  Fusion  Senators  if  the  returns 
were  also  amended  from  the  Republican  towns ;  what  did  he  say 
about  that? 

Answer.  He  did  not  say  an3i;hing.  He  said  if  those  returns  could 
be  amended  and  the  votes  counted  of  those  towns  we  should  elect 
our  Senators.     That  is  all  he  said  about  it. 

Question.  Look  at  the  Senatorial  return  marked  '^  Exhibit  Z,  &. 
D.  B.,  Clerk  of  Committee.**  You  will  see  there  is  nothing  on  the 
return  itself — ^no  date — ^which  would  indicate  it  was  made  up  in  open 
*town  meeting? 
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Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  All  there  is  about  that  is  in  the  printed  heading? 

Anmoer.  Yes,  sir ;  there  is  no  date  on  that  to  tell  when  it  was 
n!iade  up. 

Qiiestion.  On  the  blank  envelope  which  is  handed  you,  you  find 
printed  upon  it  *'  Sealed  up  in  open  town  meeting  by'%  and  then  fol- 
lows the  names  of  three  Selectmen  ? 

Aniwer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qtiestion,  When  you  went  down  there  had  you  any  intention  of 
ahering  or  doing  anything  to  the  blank  return  itself,  or  did  yon 
intend  that  should  appear  on  the  envelope  which  you  were  going  to 
send  the  amended  return  in  to  the  Secretary  of  State's  office  ? 

Answer.  Make  the  chaise  on  the  envelope. 

Question.  You  intended  to  make  the  change  on  the  envelope  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  did  not  intend  to  change  or  add  anything  on  the 
return  itself? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  that  occurred  to  me.  I  did  not  think 
but  that  was  dated;  but  my  idea  was  to  date  it  the  day  we 
ehanged  it. 

Question.  Was  it  your  idea  to  date  the  blank  which  you  intended 
tx>  fiU  up  to  take  the  place  of  the  blank  you  had  already  sent,  or  the 
envelope  you  sent  it  in,  one  or  both?  what  was  your  intention  about 
th0t? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  I  could  tell  you,  only  that  my  idea 
was  to  date  it  the  day  we  made  it. 

Question.  To  date  the  blank  return  or  the  envelope? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  but  we  should  have  dated  them  both. 

Question.  Do  you  remember? 

Answer.  That  did  not  occur  to  me  at  that  time. 

Question^  Did  Mr.  Drisko  say  anything  to  you  about  what  should 
be  done? 

Answer.  He  first  told  me  he  supposed  we  should  have  to  date  it 
the  di&y  we  made  it. 

Question.  Date  what? 
Answer.  He  did  not  say  what. 

Qu^estion.  What  did  you  understand ;  was  it  to  be  the  envelope 
-which  jou  were  to  sign  or  the  return  which  you  were  to  sign  ? 

Ansicer.  I  supposed  the  return  that  we  were  to  sign,  and  to  make 
the  cfaA<i^e  IB  the  envelope  the  same ;  that  was  my  idea. 
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Question.  Did  you  intend  that  the  return  should  indicate  when  the 
second  return  was  made  up,  or  onlj"  the  envelope,  one  or  both? 

Anstoer.  It  did  not  occur  to  me  but  what  the  date  was  on  the 
return.  I  never  had  that  return  in  my  hand  only  long  enough  to 
sign. 

Question.  There  is  in  the  return :  "  And  the  same  were  received^ 
sorted^  counted  and  declared  in  open  toum  meeting^  by  the  Selectmen 
who  presided.,  and  in  presence  of  the  Town  Clerks  who  formed  a  list 
of  the  whole  number  of  ballots  given  in^  and  of  the  persons  voted  for  j 
and  made  a  record  thereof  as  follows,  to  wit :"  There  is  nothing 
that  indicates  that  it  was  sealed  up  in  open  town  meeting? 

Answer.  I  could  not  have  signed  it  under  this,  and  had  it  correct. 
It  says  that  the  Town  Clerk  should  form  a  list  of  the  whole  number 
of  ballots  given  in,  and  he  did  not  do  that. 

Question.  But  you  signed  a  return  that  had  those  words  in  it? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  sent  it  forward  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Can  you  testify  that  you  have  any  recollection  that  it 
ocQiirred  to  you  to  add  or  change  anything  in  the  blank  upon  which 
the  second  return  was  fiUed  up  ? 

Answer.  I  intended  to  change  it  so  it  would  show  it  was  an 
amended  return  made  up  in  November. 

Question.  I  understood  you  to  say  you  could  not  tell  whether  you 
intended  to  do  that  or  whether  you  intended  to  amend  simply  the 
envelope  ? 

Answer.  My  intention  was  to  make  it  so  it  would  appear  on 
both  that  it  was  done  in  November. 

Question.  What  did  you  intend  to  add,  or  what  did  anybody  say 
to  you  to  add  to  the  blank  return  ? 

Answer.  All  the  change  they  wanted  made  was  to  put  in  the  num- 
ber of  ballots  '*  two  hundred  and  thirty-four"  instead  of  "  four  hun- 
dred and  sixtj'-seven  ?" 

Question.  Did  you  have  in  your  mind  any  other  words  to  add  to 
that  return  excepting  to  put  "  two  hundred  and  thirty-four"  instead 
of  "four  hundred  and  sixty-seven." 

Answer.  Nothing  excepting  that  it  was  done  on  a  certain  day  in 
November — ^the  amended  return. 

Question.  Do  you  now  testify  that  you  remember  that  you  were 
to  add  words — or  intended  to  add  words — ^to  the  blank  return? 
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Answer.  Certainly.  That  is  what  Mr.  Drisko  told  me,  that  we 
should  have  to  do  it,  and  that  is  why  it  occurred  to  me  to  do  it — 
because  Drisko  said  so. 

Quegtion.  Have  you  not  already  testified  that  you  went  over  the 
law  with  Austin  to  see  whether  you  had  a  right  to  make  an  amended 
return? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  intimate  to  him  at  that  time  what  kind  of  an 
amended  return  you  were  intending  to  make  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  whether  I  did  or  not. 

Question.  You  have  no  recollection  that  you  did? 

Answer.  I  have  not. 

GiLBEBT  L.  Tabbut,  recoUed  March  2d^  Evening. 

By  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Question.  State  to  this  Committee  what  Mr.  Drisko  said  to  you 
in  relation  to  the  defect  in  the  return  ? 

Answer.  He  called  my  attention  to  the  mistake  in  making  up  the 
vote  for  Senators. 

Question.  What  did  he  say  the  mistake  was  ? 

Answer.  He  said  the  mistake  was  in  giving  the  number  of  ballote, 
that  the  number  of  votes  was  cast  up  and  put  in  for  the  number  of 
ballots. 

Question.  He  stated  that  to  you  ? 

Answer.  He  did. 

Question.  Did  he  state  any  other  defect? 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  clearly  and  distinctly  what  he  did  say, 
and  have  you  so  stated  to  me  this  evening? 

Ansioer.  I  think  I  did.  That  was  all  the  mistake  I  talked  of 
with  the  other  officers,  and  he  gave  me  a  blank. 

Question.  Did  he  say  one  word  to  you  about  any  mistake  in 
spelling  or  in  the  word  junior,  or  any  other  error  in  that  return  than 
what  you  have  stated  under  oath  twice  to  this  Committee  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Question.  You  have  heard  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Drisko  here  to-night 
before  this  Committee  ? 

Ansvcer.  I  have. 

Question.  Are  you  positive  of  the  statement  you  have  now  made? 

Answer.  I  am. 
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Question,  Do  you  swear  to  it  positivdy? 

Answer,  Yes,  and  that  is  the  blank  I  received  ftom  him. 

Question,  Do  you  now  produce  before  the  Committee  the  blank 
envelope  containing  the  blank  return  handed  to  you  by  George  W. 
Drisko  in  November  last  and  to  which  you  have  just  referred? 

Answer,  Yes,  the  very  one,  marked  ^''Exhibit  12^*  etc. 

Qu€sti07i,  Did  Mr.  Drisko  place  in  your  hand  at  that  time  this 
return  which  is  marked  ^"^ExhibU  12^  O,  D,  -B.,  Clerk  of  Committee^** 
and  contains  the  usual  printed  directions  to  be  signed  by  the  Select- 
men and  Town  Clerk  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  he  request  you  to  get  the  Municipal  Offioecs  to 
sign  in  these  blanks  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  to  make  them  up  and  sign  them. 

Question,  And  return  it  to  Augusta  ? 

Ansioer,  Yes ;  he  told  me  to  have  it  made  as  an  amended  return 
and  date  it  in  November. 

Question.  Did  he  say  one  word  about  your  sending  a  certified  copy 
of  the  town  record? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Not  a  word  ? 

Answer,  He  did  not. 

Question,  Did  he  say  one  word  about  his  having  been  to  the  Town 
Clerk's  record  himself  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  remember  that  he  did. 

Question,  Did  you  know  there  was  any  defect  in  this  particular 
which  you  have  stated,  as  to  the  number  of  ballots  in  that  return, 
till  you  were  so  informed  by  George  W.  Drisko  ? 

Answer,  I  did  not. 

Question,  Did  you  inform  him  that  there  was  any  such  defect  in 
this  return? 

Answer,  I  did  not.     I  told  him  how  the  return  was  made  up. 

Question,  Did  Mr.  Drisko  tell  you  first  that  there  was  a  mistake 
in  the  carrying  out  of  the  number  of  ballots  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Before  you  said  anything  to  him  about  it? 

Answer,  Yes ;  the  first  I  knew  about  it. 

Question,  Did  you  not  tell  him  that  the  next  momiug  Henry  Nash 
and  you  would  go  to  the  Town  Clerk  in  relation  to  this  matter? 

Answer,  I  told  him  that  afternoon  that  we  agreed  to  meet  the  next 
morning. 
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Question.  Aad  the  matter  was  therefore  open? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Did  he  intiiDate  to  you  that  he  would  go  and  examine 
the  record? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  not  say  anything  about  it? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  refer  to  the  record  in  any  way,  directly  or  in- 
directly ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  but  he  did  in  the  morning. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  that  he  said  anything  about  looking 
at  the  record  or  seeing  what  it  was  ? 

Anstoer.  I  think  he  did. 

Question.  What? 

Answer.  He  said  that  the  record  would  show  the  facts,  probably. 

Question.  He  had  not  seen  it  ? 

Answer.  He  did  uot  say  he  had. 

By  Mk.  STRICKLAND : 

Question.  Did  you  not  know  that  the  record  was  defective  in  this 
particular  at  the  time  Mr.  Drisko  spoke  to  you  ? 

Answer.  Before  he  spoke  to  me  I  did  not. 

Qujestuyn.  Did  you  not  know  how  it  was  made  up? 

Answer.  No,  it  did  not  occur  to  me. 

Question.  Did  you  recollect,  after  he  did  mention  it  to  you,  how  it 
was  made  up? 

Answer,  Yes,  I  remembered  how  the  votes  figured  up,  because  I 
cast  them  up.  The  Clerk  took  the  votes  that  the  four  candidates 
received  and  added  them  together. 

Question.  You  knew  that  before  he  spoke  to  you  about  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  but  I  did  not  know  how  he  put  it  in  there. 

Question.  But  you  knew  the  record  showed  it? 

Answer.  No,  I  did  not. 

Question.  How  did  you  know  it  was  so? 

Answer.  I  knew  that  was  the  way  I  cast  the  votes  up,  and  Mr. 
Drisko  told  me  that  the  whole  number  of  ballots  as  returned  was 
four  hundred  and  sixty-seven,  and  that  was  the  number  of  votes 
that  the  four  candidates  received. 

Question.  You  knew  that  to  be  the  fact  when  he  spoke  to  you? 

Answer.  Yes ;  after  he  told  me  how  it  was,  it  came  to  my  mind 
how  it  was  done. 


Xg4  ALTSRBD  ELEOIION  RBTURNS. 

Questwn.  Did  you  not  assume  then  that  the  record  was  made  up  so  ? 

Anstver,  I  supposed  that  the  record  was  the  same. 

Question,  Did  you  make  out  a  new  return  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  He  did  not  direct  you  to  make  a  new  return  as  being  of 
the  same  date  as  the  original? 

Ansioer,  No,  sir. 

Qitestion,  But  to  put  on  the  date  on  which  it  was  made? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  think  there  was  anything  wrong  in  that,  pro- 
vided the  paper  itself  showed  when  and  how  it  was  made  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not ;  I  thought  at  the  time  we  had  a  right  to  do  it. 

By  Mr.  HALE : 

Question,  The  first  thing  that  happened,  Mr.  Drisko  came  to  you, 
and  told  you  what  the  defect  was  in  the  town  record  ? 

Answer,  Yes. 

Question,  He  told  you  wh^t  Hie  whole  number  of  ballots  was? 

Answer.  Yes ;  four  hundred  and  sixty-seven. 

Question.  Showing  he  had  got  information  as  to  how  it  was. 
Did  he  teU  you  how  he  had  got  it? 

Ajiswer.  No,  sir. 

Qtiestion.  Before  he  told  you  what  the  defect  was,  and  that  the 
whole  number  of  ballots  was  written  in  "four  hundred  and  sixtj^- 
seven,"  had  you  told  him  or  intimated  to  him  at  all  what  you  knew 

about  it? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  The  first  information  came  from  him  to  3'ou  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  the  whole  number  of  ballots  was  written  in  "four 
hundred  and  sixty-seven,"  and  it  was  a  defect,  and  the  town  would 
be  counted  out  if  it  was  not  corrected  ? 

Answer.  He  said  probably  it  would  be  counted  out. 

Question.  Then  you  recollected  how  that  amount  had  been 
reached? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Then  you  talked  with  him  about  that ;  but  you  are  cer- 
tain that  was  after  he  had  told  you  what  the  defect  was  and  what 
the  number  of  ballots  was  ? 

Answer.  I  am. 

Question.  You  have  no  doubt  about  that? 

Answer.  No. 
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By  Mr.  STRICKLAND : 

Question.  Did  he  mention  any  other  defects,  or  errors  that  would 
be  likely  to  prove  defective,  in  returns? 
Answer.  Not  that  I  remember  of. 

Br  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Question.  The  whole  matter  is  vividly  impressed  on  your  memory  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  is,  the  whole  transaction. 

Question.  It  was  an  unusual  thing  for  a  man  to  come  to  you  in 
that  way? 

Ansvoer.  That  was  the  first  time  I  ever  had  an3i;hing  of  that  kind 
happen. 

Asa  W.  Tricket,  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  STROUT : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  ? 

Answer.  Jonesborough. 

Question.  In  what  county  ? 

Answer.  Washington  county. 

Question.  Whether  or  not  you  were  the  Town  Clerk  of  Jones- 
borough  for  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine  ? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  You  are  at  this  time  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Who  were  the  Selectmen  of  that  town  ? 

Ansxoer.  George  R.  Crandon,  first ;  William  Thompson,  second ; 
and  Jotham  L.  Merritt,  third. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  annual  meeting  for  the  election 
of  State  and  County  Officers  ? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  September  eighth,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  making  up  of  the  returns  ? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Where  were  those  returns  made  up  ? 

Answer.  At  the  haU  where  we  held  our  meeting. 

Question.  What  returns  did  you  make  up?  did  you  make  up  a 
return  for  Count}'  Officers  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Did  you  make  up  a  return  for  Senators  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 
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Question.  Did  you  make  up  a  return  for  Bepresentatiyes  ? 

Answer,  Yee. 

Question,  For  Goyemor? 

Answer,  Yes. 

Question,  Who  were  present  when  you  made  up  those  returns? 

Answer.  The  Selectmen  were  all  present  and  a  number  of  the 
towns  people. 

Question,  By  whom  were  the  bodies  of  those  return^  written  ? 

Answer.  I  wrote  them  out  myself. 

Question,  You  filled  them  up  ? 

Answer,  Yes. 

Question.  By  whom  signed? 

An^swer,  Signed  by  the  Selectmen  and  myself. 

Question.  Was  that  or  not  in  open  town  meeting  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  What  was  done  with  the  returns  after  you  signed  them  ? 

Answer,  The  first  Selectman  sealed  them  all  up  excepting  the 
statement  that  is  returned  by  the  Clerk  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
and  he  carried  them  to  the  Post-office  and  I  carried  the  statement 
and  we  deposited  them  in  the  office  together. 

Question,  Did  you,  yourself,  see  those  returns  sealed  up  in  open 
town  meeting  and  deposited  in  the  Post-office  ? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question,  Whether  or  not  those  returns  were  written  upon  blanks 
furnished  from  the  Secretary  of  State's  office  ? 

Answer,  They  were. 

Question,  The  usual  form  of  blanks? 

Answer,  Yes. 

Question,  Were  they  put  in  enyelopes  with  printed  backs  ? 

Answer,  Yes. 

Question,  In  the  usual  form  ? 

Answer,  Yes. 

Question,  Did  those  enyelopes  come  from  the  Secretary  of  State's 
office? 

Answer,  They  did ;  they  came  to  me  before  election. 

Question.  This  was  the  eighth  of  September ;  when  were  they  put 
in  the  mail? 

Answer.  About  fifteen  minutes  afl;er  the  polls  were  closed. 

Question.  Had  you  got  the  bodies  filled  out — all  except  the 
vote? 
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Answer,  No ;  we  filled  them  out  just  before  the  p(^9  were  closed, 
and  then  sealed  them  up,  the  usual  way. 

Qae^ion.  And  carried  them  and  put  them  in  the  office  ? 

Answer.  In  the  Post-office,  yes. 

^aestion.  To  3^our  personal  knowledge  were  the  returns  all  filled 
oat  for  the  several  officers  spoken  of,  and  were  they  all  put  in  the 
Post-office  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  I  am  positive  they  were  all  filled  out,  and 
were  all  deposited  in  the  Post-office. 

Question.  What  next  occurred  in  relation  to  the  returns,  if  any- 
thing? 

Ansvoer.  Some  time  previous  to  the  seventeenth  of  November, — 
I  would  not  state  positive — just  what  date  it  was,  but  I  think  about 
the  eighth  of  November,  Jotham  Merritt  came  to  my  house  with  a 
blank  return  and  said  to  me :  ^^  There  is  a  defect  in  our  Senatorial 
return." 

Question.  Jotham  L.  Merritt,  one  of  the  Selectmen? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  What  are  his  politics  ? 

Answer.  I  think  that  he  voted  the  Greenback  ticket  this  fall. 

Question.  George  R.  Crandon? 

Anstoer.  He  was  a  Greenbacker. 

Question.  William  Thompson? 

Answer.  I  think  he  is  a  Republican ;  I  am  not  positive. 

Question.  State  what  occurred  between  yourself  and  Mr.  Merritt? 

Anstver.  Mr.  Merritt  stated  to  me  "  There  is  a  defect  in  our  Sen- 
atorial return."  He  says  ''I  have  a  blank;  we  will  fill  out  a 
new  one  and  send  it  on."  I  asked  him  how  he  came  by  this  blank, 
and  he  told  me  that  George  Drisko,  of  Machias,  gave  it  to  him  and 
he  was  going  through  to  Addison  to  get  Mr.  Austin  to  make  a  new 
return  of  that  town.  I  asked  Mr.  Merritt  if  it  was  right  that  we 
should  make  a  new  return ;  and  he  said  it  was ;  he  said  that  Mr. 
Drisko  told  him  that  we  had  twenty  days  to  correct  all  errors.  I 
asked  Mr.  Merrit  in  what  respect  our  Senatorial  return  was  defective. 
He  said  it  was  not  made  out  according  to  statute  law.  I  asked  him 
about  the  form  of  statute  law ;  and  he  told  me. 

Question.  What  did  he  teU  you  about  it  ? 

Answer.  He  said  that  our  return  was  not  written  out,  the  second 
candidate's  name  was  ^^  ditto**  and  it  should  be  written  out  at  length ; 
and  he  said  that  I  must  make  one  and  write  out  the  words  at  length. 
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and  the  votes  they  received.  I  told  Mr.  Merritt  that  that  would  not 
correspond  with  my  record  that  I  had  made,  because  my  record  was 
^^ ditto"  He  said  it  did  not  make  any  material  difference,  he 
thought,  about  how  the  record  stood.  I  filled  out  the  return  as  he 
said  and  signed  it,  and  he  signed  it  in  my  presence  and  took  it  away 
to  Mr.  Crandon  for  him  to  sign.  And  Mr.  Crandon  told  me  he 
signed  it  and  sent  it  to  the  Post-ofiflce. 

Question.  Was  that  return, — the  second  return  you  made  out, — 
upon  a  blank  identical  with  the  blank  upon  which  you  filled  out  the 
first  return  that  you  sent  forward? 

Answer,  That  was  the  same  kind  of  a  blank. 

Question,  Was  the  envelope,  into  which  it  was  placed  and  sealed 
up  and  sent  forward  to  the  Secretary  of  State's  oflSce,  the  same  kind 
of  an  envelope  that  you  sent  forward  the  first  return  in? 

Answer.  The  same. 

Question.  Are  you  sure  of  that? 

Answer.  I  am  positive. 

Question.  Printed  upon  the  back  of  it  and  with  the  direction  on 
the  back  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  You  say  that  the  first  return  was  signed  and  sealed  up 
in  open  town  meeting,  and  was  signed  by  all  three  of  the  Selectmen  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Examine  the  return  for  Senators  Jfrom  Jonesborough,- 
Washington  county,  marked  ^^ Exhibit  2,  O.  D.  JB.,  Clerk  of  Com- 
mittee" and  also  the  envelope  marked  "  Exhibit  I,  G.  D.  B.^  Clerk 
of  Committee"  and  state  what  return  that  was, — which  of  the  re- 
turns you  made  out,  if  either? 

Answer.  This  return,  gentlemen,  is  the  second  return  that  was 
sent. 

Question.  In  whose  hand  writing  is  the  body? 

Answer.  Mine. 

Question.  And  the  signature  is  yours  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  What  two  signatures  do  you  find  upon  it  ? 

Answer.  ''George  R.  Crandon,"  ''J.  L.  Merritt." 

Question.  How  do  you  know  that  is  the  second  return  you  made 
out  and  sent  forward? 

Answer.  I  am  positive  this  is  the  second,  because  the  words  are 
written  out  in  this. 
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Question.  Is  there  any  other  fact  by  which  you  identify  it?  Do 
you  identify  it  as  to  the  number  of  Selectmen  that  signed? 

Answer.  Yes,  because  there  were  three  signed  the  first  one,  and 
in  this  there  are  but  two. 

Quegtian.  Have  you  ever  seen  the  first  return  you  made  out  firom 
the  time  it  was  sealed  up  and  deposited  in  the  Post-oflice  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Look  at  the  envelope  that  you  hold  in  your  hand,  and 
state  whether  that  was  the  envelope  with  the  first  or  second  return 
you  made  up? 

Answer.  This  is  the  envelope  that  that  first  return  was  put  into. 

Question.  How  do  you  identify  that? 

An8U>er.  All  three  of  the  Selectmen  are  named,  and  the  date  it 
was  mailed  in  Jonesborough,  September  ninth. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  has  become  of  the  first  one?  have 
you  any  knowledge,  yourself? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  I  call  your  attention  now  to  the  blank  return  found  with 
this  envelope,  marked  ^^ Exhibit  i,  G.  D.  JB.,  Clerk  of  Committee;*^ 
examine  that,  and  state  whether  or  not  it  is  any  return  you  ever  saw 
before  to  your  knowledge,  or  any  blank  you  ever  saw  ? 

Answer.  I  never  saw  this  before  to  my  knowledge  till  I  saw  it  in 
the  ofiftce  below  to-day. 

Question.  With  the  Clerk  of  the  Committee? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  With  the  other  returns  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Did  you  send  forward  with  either  sets  of  papers  a 
blank  return  for  Senators  from  Jonesborough  ? 

Answer.  No ;  we  did  not  send  any  blank  at  all. 

Question.  Was  there  any  sent  forward  by  yourself  or  any  of  the 
Town  Officers  ? 

Answer.  No ;  that  is,  I  did  not  send  any,  and  none  of  the  Town 
OfiScers  sent  any  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  The  first  Senatorial  return  that  was  made  up  by  your- 
self and  the  Selectmen;  sealed  up  in  open  town  meeting  had  the 
name  of  '^  James  R.  Talbot  "written  out,  and  the  second  name, 
"John  T.  Wallace,"  with  the  ditto  marks  under  it  instead  of  the 
words, — ^two  dots  right  along?  And  the  name  of  "Austin  Harris" 
was  written  out,  and  the  name  of  '^Alden  Bradford,"  and  ditto 
marks  carried  out? 
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Answer.  Yes. 

Q^est^01l.  In  the  second  return  you  wrote  those  out  in  fuB? 

Anatver,  Yes. 

Question.  And  that  you  were  informed  was  a  defect, — considered 
defective? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  was  told  it  was  not  according  to  statute  law. 

Question.  You  were  to  make  out  this  second  to  cure  that? 

Answer.  We  made  out  the  second  one  as  correcting  the  error  in 
the  original. 

Question.  Did  anybody  speak  to  you  of  the  number  of  days  you 
had  to  make  out  the  different  returns  or  correct  errors  in  the  returns 
you  made  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  Mr.  Merritt  said  we  had  twenty  daj^s  to  correct  all 
errors  or  mistakes  in  returns.  I  think  he  told  me  that  Mr.  Drisko 
told  him  that  was  the  case. 

Question.  Did  Mr.  Drisko  have  any  knowledge  firom  you,  or  an 
examination  of  the  town  books,  as  to  what  the  error  was  in  the  first 
return? 

Answer.  No ;  I  never  saw  Mr.  Drisko  after  town  meeting,  till,  I 
think  it  was  last,  Saturday. 

Question.  Did  you  know  or  did  you  understand  that  there  was 
any  error  in  the  first  set  of  returns  that  you  made  up  and  forwarded 
to  the  Secretary  of  State's  office  till  you  were  informed  what  Mr. 
Drisko  said,  by  Mr.  Merritt? 

Answer.  I  never  knew  anything  about  it  till  Mr.  Merritt  came  to 
my  house  with  the  blank  return. 

Question.  Then  it  was  that  Mr.  Merritt  told  you  what  Mr.  Drisko 
told  him  the  error  was  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes ;  that  is  the  first  I  ever  heard  of  it. 

Question.  Did  you  know  or  were  you  informed  where  Mr.  Drisko 
obtained  his  information  or  where  he  had  been  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  know  anything  about  where  he  got  his 
information. 

Question.  Have  you  had  any  conversation  with  him  about  it  since  ? 

Ansirer.  I  saw  him  last  Saturday  in  Maehias,  after  I  had  received 
my  summons  to  come  here,  and  talked  with  him  a  few  minutes. 

Question.  So  that  When  you  made  up  the  second  return  you  were 
led  to  l)elieve  that  you  were  doing  what  the  law  authotized  you  to 
do,  were  you? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  supposed  it  was  all  right  to  do  so. 
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Question.  So  far  as  j'ou  were  concerned  you  made  them  np  and 
forwarded  them  in  good  faith,  thinking  you  did  what  the  law  gave 
you  a  right  to  do  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  that  is  just  so. 

Question.  You  know  Mr.  Drisko  ? 

Anstoer.  Yes. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  his  politics  are? 

Answer.  He  is  a  Democrat. 

Question.  Leading  Democrat  in  that  part  of  the  State  ? 

Ansioer.  I  believe  he  is  called  so,' — a  prominent  man. 

Question.  Editor  of  the  "  Machias  Union?" 

Anstoer.  Yes. 

Question.  A  Democratic  paper? 

Answer.  I  suppose  it  is. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  else  about  this  matter? 

Answer.  No,  not  that  I  know  of. 

By  Mr.  INGALLS  : 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  this  piece  of  paper, — ^this 
blank  return  ? 

Ansioer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Any  more  than  any  other  piece  of  paper  found  about 
the  State  House? 

Answer.  No,  I  never  saw  it  till  I  saw  it  in  the  Clerk's  room. 

Question.  You  don't  know  where  it  came  from  ? 

Ansioer.  I  don't  know  anything  about  it. 

Question.  What  was  contained  in  the  statement  or  return  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  that  you  speak  of  ? 

Answer.  It  is  a  blank  filled  out  by  the  Clerk, — ^the  usual  state- 
ment that  goes  from  tbe  Town  Clerk.  It  contains  the  number  of 
votes  as  thrown  for  every  officer  voted  for, — Governor,  Senators, 
County  Officers  and  Representatives. 

Question.  Did  you  fill  that  up  with  the  ditto  marks  as  you  speak 

of? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  but  I  did  for  the  Senators ;  I  cannot  say 
positive  whether  I  filled  that  that  way  or  not. 

Question.  Wouldn't  you  be  likely  to  fill  them  the  same  way  you 
did  the  returns  ? 

AnsvDer.  I  do  not  know  but  I  should ;  I  cannot  say  how  I  filled 
that  out. 

Question.  How  was  that  directed? 
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Answer.  To  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Question,  How  were  the  others  directed  ? 

Answer.  They  were  all  directed  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Question.  What  were  the  different  marks  on  the  envelopes?  were 
there  any? 

Answer.  Each  return  specified  on  it  what  it  was. 

Question.  You  mean  on  the  envelope? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Showing  which  was  sent  for  the  Governor  and  Council 
and  which  was  sent  for  the  Secretary  of  State  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Asa  W.  Trickey,  recalled. 
By  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Question.  Have  you  the  book  now? 

Answer.  Yes.  [Witness  produces  book.]  You  can  see  how  it  was 
in  the  return, — ^the  same  as  there. 

Question.  James  R.  Talbot  had  seventy-two.  John  T.  Wallace, 
Jr.,  follows  with  ditto  marks  under  the  words  *'Aad"  and  "setjenty- 
<Mx>,"  and  the  figures  "72"? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  And  that  was  the  difference  between  the  two  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  I  observe  in  the  second  Senatorial  return  you  made  out, 
that  you  have  got  the  name  "  John  T.  Wallace,"  and  left  off  the 
''Jr"? 

An.swer.  Yes. 

Question.  But  the  record  shows  the  *' Jr"? 

Answer.  Yes ;  that  was  a  mistake  of  mine ;  I  did  not  intend  to 
have  it  that  way. 

Question.  What  is  his  true  name? 

Answer,  His  name  is  John  T.  Wallace,  Junior.  That  is  all  I 
know  him  by. 

By  Mr.  COOK : 

Question.  You  state  that  this  gentleman,  when  he  came  to  you, 
told  you  you  had  twenty  days  under  the  law  to  rectify  mistakes  ; 
twenty  days  from  when,  did  you  understand  it  ? 

Ansv)er.  Twenty  days  before  the  seventeenth  of  November. 

Question.  Not  twenty  days  after  election  ? 

Answer.   No;   I  understood  him   that  the   seventeenth  day  of 
November  was  the  day  the  returns  would  be  counted  by  the  Gov- 
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emor  and  Conncil,  and  he  said  to  me :  '^  We  haven't  but  a  few  days 
more  to  get  this  retmn  in." 

By  Mr.  HALE : 

Question.  When  Mr.  Merritt  came  to  you,  and  told  you  that  your 
return  needed  correction,  are  you  positive  that  the  correction  that  he 
called  your  attention  to  was  that  you  had  used  the  ditto  marks  in 
your  return  ? 

Answer.  Certainly  I  am. 

Question.  Are  you  certain  that  he  did  not  call  your  attention  to 
any  blank  return  that  had  been  sent  him  ? 

Answer.  I  am  certain  that  he  called  my  attention  to  the  ditto 
marks. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  an^iJiiing  about  a  blank  return 
being  sent  in,  till  lately? 

Answer.  No ;  I  never  heard  of  it  till  about  a  week  ago. 

Question.  You  were  asked  to  correct  it  by  writing  in  the  lull 
names? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  And  numbers  and  figures  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  You  did  make  that  correction? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  You  did  not  make  it  from  your  town  records? 

Answer.  I  took  the  number  of  votes  from  there.  I  did  not  make  • 
it  to  correspond  with  the  record,  because  the  record  shows  the  ditto  • 
marks ;  it  corresponds,  with  the  exception  of  that. 

Question.  But  the  records  were  the  same  as  your  original  return  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Had  the  ditto  marks? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  You  are  positive  you  heard  nothing  then  of  the  blank . 
retom? 

Answer.  I  am. 


March  2,  1880,  P.  M. 
JoTHAM  L.  Merrttt,  swom  and  examined. 

Bt  Mr.  hale  : 

Question.  You  live  where? 
Answer.  Jonesborough. 
13 
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Question,  Were  you  in  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine  one  of 
the  Selectmen? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Present  at  the  town  meeting? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Qi(£stion.  Were  you  present  when  the  returns  were  made  up  at 
the  end  of  the  town  meeting  ? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Were  they  made  up  in  open  town  meeting? 

Answer.  The}'  were. 

Question.  Do  3'ou  remember  who  made  up  the  body  of  the  returns  ? 

Answer.  The  Town  Clerk,  A.  W.  Ti-ickey. 

Question.  Were  the  returns  signed  by  all  the  Selectmen? 

Answer.  They  were. 

Question.  Do  3'ou  remember  the  manner  in  which  the  votes  were 
carried  out  for  the  second  candidate  on  each  ticket  in  that  return, 
whether  by  being  written  or  by  ditto  marks  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  that  I  could  say  that  I  do  remember,  not 
looking  particularly  about  that. 

Question.  You  do  not  remember  distinctiy  about  that? 

AnMoer.  No. 

Question.  At  the  time  ? 

Anstjoer.  No. 

Question.  You  remember  that  all  the  Selectmen  signed  ? 

Aiiswer.  Yes. 

Q;uestion.  What  was  done  with  the  returns  ? 

Answer.  Thiey  were  put  into  envelopes  and  sealed  up  in  open 
town  meeting, — all  of  the  returns. 

Question.  Did  you  seal  them  up  yourself? 

Answer.  No ;  I  saw  George  R.  Crandon  do  it ;  he  was  chairman. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  on  or  about  the  eighth  or  seventh  of 
of  November,  of  going  to  Mr.  Trickey's  house,  to  see  about  tihose 
returns  ? 

Answer.  I  remember  of  going  to  his  house,  but  don't  remember 
the  date. 

Question.  From  your  rocollection  would  you  say  it  was  near  that 
time? 

Answer.  I  should  not  want  to  say,  because  I  do  not  think  I  know 
about  it.  At  the  time  I  supposed  I  was  doing  all  there  was  for  me 
to  do,  and  what  was  necessary,  and  took  no  minutes  of  it ;  I  should 
say  it  was  in  November. 


J 
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Question.  What  did  you  have  wilii  you  in  the  form  of  blank 
returns  when  you  went  there  ? 

Answer,  I  had  an  envelope  with  a  blank  in  it,  as  near  as  I  can 
recollect,  just  like  that  filled  out  in  town  meeting. 

Question.  Both  envelope  and  blank? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Senatorial  blank? 

* 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Where  did  you  get  that  envelope  and  blank? 

Answer.  I  had  it  of  George  Drisko,  editor  of  the  Machias  Union. 

Question.  Where  did  Mr.  Drisko  give  that  to  you,  and  how  long 
before  you  took  it  to  Mr.  Trickey*8  house  ? 

Answer.  He  gave  it  to  me  I  think  in  the  forenoon  sometime. 

Question.  When  Mr.  Drisko  gave  you  that  Senatorial  blank  and 
that  envelope  fix)m  the  Secretary  of  State's  office,  which  were  as  you 
have  stated  like  the  envelope  and  blank  filled  out  on  town  meeting 
day,  what  did  he  say  to  you? 

Answer.  He  says :  ''  There  is  an  error  made  in  3'our  return."  I 
asked  him  what  it  was ;  and  he  said  it  was  in  filling  out ;  he  says : 
''  You  carried  out  the  first  name  all  right,  wrote  that  in  words,  but 
the  next  one  was  not,  but  you  put  it  down  ditto ;"  and  he  said  that 
both  of  them  should  have  been  written  in  words  and  carried  out  in 
figures,  and  he  wanted  I  should  see  it  was  corrected ;  and  I  told  him 

I  would  do  SO; 

Q;westion.  He  gave  you  the  blank  for  that  purpose  ? 

Answer.  He  did. 

Question.  For  a  new  return  to  be  written  out  in  flill? 

Answer.  Yes. 

QuesUon.  Where  did  he  say  he  got  the  blank? 

Answer.  He  did  not  say  anything  about  it<  I  did  not  ask  him 
SLuy  questions  where  he  got  it. 

Question.  Had- you  known  Mr.  Drisko  fbr  some  years? 

Answer.  Oh,  yes. 

Question.  Has  he  been  for  years  a  prominent  politician  in  that 
county? 

Answer.  The  most  I  know  about  that  is  his  paper ;  he  is  editor  of 
the  *'  Machias  Union." 

Question.  Do  you  remember  that  he  said  anything  about  having 
lately  come  from  Augusta? 

Answer.  He  did  not. 

Question.  He  assured  you  it  was  all  right  to  make  a  new  return? 
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Answer,  He  told  me  we  had  a  right  to. 

Question.  What  did  you  do  with  the  return  when  you  got  it? 

Answer.  I  carried  it  to  the  Clerk's  ofl3ce  and  told  him  there  was 
a  blank  that  Mr.  Drisko  gave  me  to  correct — ^to  make  a  new  one  by, 
to  correct  an  error  there  was  in  the  first  one — ^and  told  him  where 
the  error  was. 

Q;aestion.  In  relation  to  the  ditto  marks? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  of  looking  at  the  record  with  him? 

Answer.  No,  I  did  not. 

Question.  You  haven't  looked  at  it  since? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  You  don't  know  whether  the  record  is  ditto  marks  or 
not? 

Answer.  No,  not  by  my  own  sight ;  I  wouldn't  say  positive,  but  I 
think  Trickey  told  me  it  was  ditto. 

Question.  Did  Mr.  Trickey,  in  your  presence,  make  out  a  new 
return  with  the  corrections  that  you  advised  him  to  make  ? 

Answer.  He  did. 

Qv^tion.  Did  you  sign  the  return? 

Anmoer.  I  did. 

Question.  Did  he  sign  the  return  ? 

Answer.  He  did. 

Question.  Did  Mr.  Crandon,  one  of  the  other  Selectmen,  sign 
the  return? 

Answer.  I  don't  know. 

Q^estion.  Did  you  leave  it  with  Mr.  Trickey? 

An.swer.  No ;  I  signed  it  and  carried  it  to  Mr.  Crandon's  house 
with  the  intention  of  handing  it  to  Mr.  Crandon,  but  he  was  not  at 
home,  and  I  left  it  with  his  wife  and  told  her  there  was  an  envelope 
I  wanted  her  to  hand  to  Mr.  Crandon  as  quick  as  he  got  home,  and 
told  her  to  ^'  Be  sure  and  tell  him  because  this  has  got  to  go  oat 
to-morrow." 

Q;aestion.  Go  out? 

Answer.  Be  put  in  the  office. 

Question.  Sent  to  Secretaiy  of  State? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question,  You  asked  her  to  have  him  sign? 

An8u>er.  No,  I  didn't  tell  her  that. 

Question.  What  did  you  leave  it  with  her  for? 
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Anstoer.  For  him  to  sign.  The  next  morning  he  came  to  me 
quite  early  and  says  "What  does  this  mean?"  I  says,  *' I  don't 
know  what  it  means."  I  told  him  where  I  got  it,  the  same  as  I  have 
stated  here.  He  asked  me  about  the  same  questions  you  have.  He 
took  it  and  I  asked  him  afterwards  if  he  signed  it,  and  he  said  he 
did,  and  put  it  in  the  office. 

Q^e8tion.  You  don't  know  of  its  being  taken  to  the  other  Select- 
man at  all  to  be  signed? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  it  was. 

Q^estion.  Look  at  that  paper,  which  purports  to  be  a  Senatorial 
return  from  the  town  of  Jonesborough,  marked  ^^ Exhibit  2,  O.  D. 
-B.,  Clerk  of  Committee  *^  and  see  if  that  is  the  new  return  which 
you  have  just  been  testifying  about,  and  your  signature  and  how 
you  identify  it? 

Anmoer.  That  is  the  second  return. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  other  return  being  sent  from 
the  town  of  Jonesborough  excepting  the  first  return  inade  up  in 
open  town  meeting,  which  was  signed  by  all  three  Selectmen,  and 
the  second  return  which  you  have  identified  as  being  signed  by  two  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  know,  or  did  you  hear,  anything  of  any 
blank  return  being  sent  from  that  town  ? 

Ansuser.  No. 

Question,  Never  had  an}'  knowledge  or  heard  of  anything  of  that 
kind? 

Answer.  No.  I  have  heard  so  lately.  Mr.  Trickey  states  some 
things  I  have  no  recollection  of,  but  they  do  not  amount  to  any- 
thing. 

By  Mr.  HARRIS  :  * 

m 

Question.  You  have  spoken  of  "office;"  by  that  you  refer  to 
Post-office  ? 
Answer.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  HALE: 

Question.  What  are  your  politics  ? 

Answer.  I  voted  for  Mr.  Garcelon. 

Question.  Look  at  that  blank  return  marked  "  Exhibit  J,  O.  D. 
jB.,  Clerk  of  Committee^**  and  state  whether  you  ever  inclosed  that  in  \ 
an  envelope  and  sent  it  to  the  Secretary  of  State— or  know  that 
anybody  else  did? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 
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Q^esti(m,  Confident  of  that? 

Answer.  I  am. 

Question.  When  have  you  seen  Mr.  Drisko  since  this  affair? 

Answei'.  I  saw  him  this  morning,  last. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  conversation  with  him  about  this 
matter  ? 

Answer.  Nothing  particular, — ^nothing  more  than  I  told  him  what 
my  summons  was,  that  I  was  coming  up  here  to  tell,  as  near  as  I 
could  find  out,  that  I  got  that  blank  of  him. 

Question.  Where  did  you  see  him? 

Answer'.  On  board  the  boat. 

Question.  Was  he  on  his  way  to  Augusta? 

Answer.  Yes,  he  told  me  he  was  ;  he  said  he  would  be  here  this 
afternoon. 

Question.  Did  he,  in  any  waj',  account  for  having  this  blank  be 
gave  3-ou? 

Answer.  He  did  not  to  me. 

Question.  He  didn't  come  on  the  train  with  you  ? 

Answer.  No.  He  said  he  should  come  in  the  later  train  this 
afternoon. 

Question.  Did  you  see  the  envelope  that  was  sent  with  the  first 
return  signed  by  all  the  Selectmen  and  Clerk  ? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  Is  that  it?  [Envelope  ^'Exhibit  i,  O.  D.  B.^  Clerk  of 
Committee"  shown  witness.] 

Answer.  That  is  it. 

Question.  You  never  signed  an}'  other  envelope  with  the  other  two 
Selectmen  and  Clerk? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  The  post  mark  is  September  nine  ;  you  know  that  en- 
velope contained  no  blank  return  ? 

Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  It  contained  the  full,  completed  Senatorial  return? 

Ajiswer.  Yes,  with  the  exception  of  the  ditto  marks  for  the  second 
candidate. 

Question.  Of  that  you  have  no  doubt? 

Answer.  1  haven't  the  least. 

By  Mr.  HARRIS : 

Question.  Is  that  all  you  know  about  the  circumstances  pertaining 
to  this? 
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Answer.  Yes,  that  is  all  I  think  of.  Any  questions  yon  can  think 
of  I  am  ready  to  answer. 

Bt  Mb.  hale  : 

Question.  You  have  given  all  the  talk  you  had  with  Drisko  about 
it? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  anything  more.  I  told  him  what  I 
was  coming  up  here  for,  and  he  told  me  that  he  thought  he  was 
doing  right  in  giving  me  the  return,  and  he  wasn't  afraid  to  come 
here  and  state  the  facts  to  you. 

Question.  In  the  conversation  you  had  with  Drisko  at  the  time 
when  he  gave  you  this  blank  to  fill  out  what  other  town  or  towns  did 
he  mention  as  being  defective,  beside  Jonesborough? 

Answer.  Addison  is  the  only  one  I  can  name,  but  I  think  there 
was  ^ome  other  town. 

Question.  You  do  not  remember  what  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Did  he  say  he  was  going  to  have  this  corrected  ? 

Answer.  He  didn't  say. 

Question.  Did  he  speak  about  having  the  Addison  return  cor- 
rected? 

Answer.  He,  I  think,  told  me  he  was  on  his  way  to  Addison. 

JoTHAM  L.  MERRrrr,  recalled. 
By  Mr.  HALE: 

Question.  You  remember  the  time  that  Mr.  Drisko  came  to  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  cannot  give  the  date. 

Question.  You  remember  it  distinctly  ? 

Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  Did  he  then  tell  you  what  the  defect  was  in  the  Senato- 
rial return  of  Jonesborough? 

Answer.  He  did. 

Question.  What  did  he  teU  you  was  the  defect? 

Answer.  It  was  put  down  ditto  instead  of  in  words. 
'     Question.  Did  he  saj'  that  was  incorrect,  and  subjected  the  town 
to  the  danger  of  the  vote  being  thrown  out? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  as  he  said  anything  about  its  being 
thrown  out ;  but  he  said  that  according  to  law  it  should  be  written 
out  in  words,  and  carried  out  in  figures. 

Question.  Did  he  state  any  other  defect  in  your  town? 

Answer.  No. 
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Question,  Did  he  allude  to  any  other  defect  or  mention  any  other? 

Answer,  He  did  not. 

Question,  But  mentioned  that  as  the  distinctive  defect  in  the 
Jonesborough  Senatorial  return? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  did  not  know  of  it  before,  yourself  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Had  j'ou  heard  of  it  before? 

Ariswer,  No. 

Question,  So  there  was  no  suggestion  from  you  to  him? 

Answer,  No.  It  was  a  new  thing ;  I  did  not  know  that  there  was 
any  defect,  had  not  heard  of  any. 

Question,  You  remember  distinctly  that  Mr.  Drisko  told  you  that 
that  was  the  defect  in  the  Jonesborough  return  that  ought  to  be 
corrected,  that  the  ditto  marks  had  been  used  instead  of  writing  out 
the  number  of  votes  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  swear  to  that  positively? 

Answer,  I  have,  and  do  again. 

Question,  He  mentioned  or  referred  or  suggested  no  other  defect? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  He  came  to  you  as  if  he  knew  the  defect  and  told  you? 

Answer.  That  is  what  he  told  me. 

Question,  He  did  not  tell  you  where  he  got  his  information? 

Answer,  No. 

Question,  He  left  the  blank  with  you  to  correct  the  return? 

Answer,  He  did. 

Question,  You  do  not  change  or  qualify  your  statement  in  the 
least  since  hearing  Mr.  Drisko's  statement? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  have  told  the  truth  and  nothing  but  the  truth. 

Questicm,,  When  he  says  that  he  simply  suggested  to  you  what 
defects  might  be  in  your  town  and  suggested  different  kinds  of  de- 
fects, the  writing  of  names  and  mispelling,  etc.,  and  did  not  state 
to  you  that  this  was  the  distinctive  defect,  he  stated  what  is  not 

true? 

Answer,  I  have  no  recollection  of  his  stating  anything  else  to  me. 

Question,  Is  your  recollection  positive  ? 

Ansicer,  My  recollection,  I  think,  is  positive.  I  have  no  recol- 
lection of  his  stating  anything  to  me  other  than  to  tell  me  what  the 
^rror  was. 
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Question,  What  the  distinctiye  error  was  ? 

Ansioer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Your  recollection  is  dear? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  asked  me  if  I  would  see  to  it. 


February  25,  1880,  Eventno. 
Herbert  M.  ELeath,  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Question.  Your  residence  ? 

Answer.  Augusta. 

Question.  Occupation? 

Answer.  Attorney  at  law. 

Question.  Whether  or  not  you  were  employed  by  any  persons  as 
an  attorney  in  connection  with  the  returns  from  Washington  county, 
and  if  so,  by  whom  and  ^irhen? 

Answer.  I  was  employed,  as  near  as  I  can  remember,  about  the 
latter  part  of  October,  by  Senators  Harris  and  Bradford ;  and,  still 
later,  I  was  employed  to  have  charge  of  the  entire  county  of  Wash- 
ington so  far  as  Representatives  were  concerned ;  and,  after  that  to 
have  charge  of  the  County  Oflflcers ;  so  that  the  whole  charge  of 
Washington  county  before  the  Governor  and  Council  came  under 
my  control. 

Question.  Whether  or  not  you  came  to  the  State  House  at  any 
time  in  connection  with  the  Senatorial  returns,  and,  when  first; 
what  officials  did  you  see,  and  what  occurred?  State  fully  each 
interview  in  the  order  it  took  place. 

Answer,  The  first  matter  that  caused  me  to  give  my  particular 
attention  to  it,  occurred  about  a  week  after  election,  before  I  was 
employed  as  counsel ;  I  think  it  was  the  latter  part  of  that  week,  I 
met  in  Gardiner  a  young  man — ^I  need  not  give  his  name — ^who  is  a 
clerk  for  James  R.  Talbot,  one  of  the  candidates  for  Senator.  I 
was  chafing  him  good  naturedly — knowing  him  well,  and  having 
formerly  lived  at  East  Maehias — on  the  result  of  the  election.  He 
was  a  Democrat. 

Mr.  Ingalls  :    Is  this  important? 

WrrNESS :  The  first  time  I  came  to  the  State  House  was  the 
fourteenth  of  November.    I  filed  my  notice  with  Mr.  Brown  of  the 
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Council,  stating  that  I  was  attorney  for  Messrs.  Harris  and  Brad- 
ford ;  I  requested  a  hearing  and  requested  the  privDege  of  seeing 
the  returns.  I  was  told  by  Mr.  Brown  that  I  could  see  them,  and 
could  have  a  hearing,  "the  next  week.  Then  I  was  here,  I  guess, 
nearly  every  day  fix)m  the  seventeenth  of  November  tOl  the  second 
day  of  December.  I  filed  communications  and  letters,  etc.,  and 
made  personal  request  and  went  before  the  Governor  and  Council, 
and  endeavored  to  see  the  returns,  and  was  refused  time  and  again 
till  the  eighth  of  December.  I  have  a  memorandum  here  which 
shows  the  exact  date  I  saw  the  returns.  [Witness  looks  at  a  paper.] 
On  the  eighth  of  December  I  went  before  the  Council ;  Grovemor 
Garcelon  was  not  present.  Mr.  Foster  was  in  the  Chair.  I  made 
an  argument  in  support  of  my  right  to  see  the  returns ;  I  was  told 
to  come  in,  in  the  afternoon.  I  went  in  the  afternoon,  and  repeated 
it,  and  was  told  then  to  put  my  request  in  writing,  and  it  would  be 
acted  on  that  afternoon ;  I  did  so ;  they  talked  the  matter  over,  and 
told  me  to  come  in  the  next  morning,  the  ninth,  when  the  Governor 
would  be  present.  I  went  in  about  ten  o'clock  the  next  morning, 
and  went  over  the  same  ground.  I  placed  my  right  to  see  the 
jeturns  on  two  grounds  that  had  not  been  argued  before ;  and  the 
Council  voted  that  I  might  see  them.  Up  to  that  time  no  Legisla- 
tive returns  whatever  had  been  shown  to  anybody.  That  I  know, 
because  I  was  here  every  day.  At  twelve  o'clock  I  went  into  the 
Governor's  Private  Chamber  and  Governor  Garcelon  went  in  with 
me,  and  Mr.  Moody,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Elections. 
The  Governor  took  down  the  returns.  Thej-  were  not  folded  as 
now,  but  were  folded  in  this  way  [witness  illustrates],  with  a 
■rubber  over  them.  The  Governor  took  up  the  first  return  and  said, 
'•'  Imust  enforce  the  same  rule  with  you  that  I  have  in  the  case  of 
County  Officers ;  I  must  require  3'ou  to  bring  in  your  certified  copies 
of  the  records."  I  told  him  I  should  have  to  go  to  my  office  for 
them ;  I  went  to  my  office  as  quick  as  I  could ;  I  got  back  a)[>out 
half-past  twelve ;  I  had  a  chance  to  ride.  We  commemced  at  half- 
past  twelve  to  look  at  them.  When  they  were  laid  on  the  table  the 
bunch  was  laid  in  this  way  [witness  illustrates] ,  and  that  envelope 
marked  ''Exhibit  I,  G.  D,  B.,  Clerk  of  Committee" 

Question.  The  same  envelope  which  was  testified  to  by  Mr. 
Trickey  as  containing  the  first  return  made  up  by  him? 

Answer,  Yes. 

Question.  What  town? 
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Anmoefr.  From  the  town  of  Jonesboroagh.  It  was  lying  an  inch 
or  two  from  the  t)ther  returns — just  beyond  them.  Before  that  my 
attention  bad  been  called  to  the  fact  that  on  the  seventeenth  of 
November  an  envelope  had  passed  through  the  Post-office  and  into 
the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  purporting  to  contain  a  return 
from  the  town  of  Jonesborough,  and  had  been  received  here  on  or 
about  that  time.  So  my  attention  was  called  particularly  to  this 
town  of  Jonesborough.  I  glanced  at  that  return  and  read  every 
word  there  waa  on  it  as  fast  as  I  could.  I  noticed  particularly  that 
post-mark—"  Sept.  P." 

Question.  You  mean  you  glanced  at  the  envelope  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  we  went  on  examining  the  returns?  The  Grovemor 
would  look  at  the  return  first.  He  told  me,  by  the  way,  before  we 
commenced  to  examine  them,  that  he  had  never  looked  at  Washing- 
ton county  returns  and  this  examination  was  as  fresh  to  him  as  to 
to 

me.  He  would  examine  them  and  pass  them  to  me  and  I  would 
examine  them  with  my  attested  copies.  Mr.  Moody  sat  at  the 
other  end  of  the  table  and  kept,  in  pencil,  a  minute  of  all  the  defects 
we  found  and  of  all  discrepancies  there  were  between  m}'  copies  of 
title  record  and  those  returns.  By  the  way,  before  we  had  examined 
any  of  these  returns,  the  Governor  took  this  Jonesborough  envelope 
— ^having  the  return  inside — and  put  it  down  about  nearly  to  the 
bottom  of  this  file,  so  that  it  was  out  of  sight,  as  matter  of  safety — 
to  hold  it  there.  We  went  on  and  examined  perhaps  two-thirds  of 
them.  I  staid  there  till  half-past  one.  Those  that  were  examined 
were  taken  out,  a  rubber  put  around  them  and  the  Governor  put 
them  in  his  private  drawer.  The  others,  not  examined,  containing 
that  envelope,  were  taken  by  Mark  Harden  and  a  rubber  put  around 
them ;  they  were  rolled  up  (I  noticed  particularly,  for  I  watched 
everything,  to  keep  track  of  the  envelope)  and  put  in  a  book- 
case— the  north  side  of  the  Governor's  room — and  locked  up. 
When  I  left  at  noon,  that  envelope  with  those  unexamined  returns 
were  locked  in  that  book-case.  The  Grovemor  told  me  to  come 
down  after  dinner.  At  about  half-past  two  I  was  there.  I  had  to 
wait  till  half-past  three.  I  sent  word  in  to  the  Governor,  reminding 
him  of  his  promise  that  I  might  go  on  with  the  returns  that  after- 
noon. He  came  into  his  private  room  at  once,  and  we  sat  down. 
Mr.  Moody  was  there  and  took  his  paper  ready  to  go  on.  The 
Governor  spoke  to  the  Messenger  to  get  the  rest  of  the  returns,  and 
he  brought  the  bundle  out  and  laid  them  down  on  the  table,  and  this 
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envelope  was  not  there,  was  not  among  them.  I  noticed  that  at  the 
time.  We  went  on  and  examined  them  all.  The  Governor  wanted 
to  know  if  I  was  all  through.  T  told  him  "  No,"  that  I  was  not. 
There  were  three  other  returns,  I  think,  one  fix)m  the  town  of  Waite, 
and  two  others  I  do  not  recollect,  that  we  had  not  examined,  and 
the  Jonesborough  return.  He  wanted  to  know  what  other  returns 
there  were.  I  told  him  I  wanted  to  see  the  Jonesborough  return. 
He  says :  "I  must  see  Mr.  Brown  about  that."  Mr.  Brown  had  not 
been  there  for  the  day.  He  went  into  the  Council  room  and  brought 
Mr.  Brown  in  and  they  conunenced  to  make  a  hunt  for  the  Jones- 
borough return,  looking  over  all  the  returns  scattered  over  the  room. 
I  joined  in  the  %unt,  and  I  turned  to  thp  window  where  some  returns 
were,  aiding  them  in  the  hunt  for  the  Jonesborough  return,  and  when 
I  turned  around — ^I  had  been  looking  there  a  short  time,  perhaps  a 
few  seconds — Mr.  Harden  says  "  Why,  here  is  the  return."  I  can- 
not remember  his  exact  words,  but  the  shbstance  was  that  he  had 
found  the  return ;  and  he  says  "I  found  it  on  the  floor,  it  must  have 
dropped  on  the  floor  at  noon."  I  got  my  paper,  to  notice  the  defect. 
It  was  in  the  envelope.  When  the  Messenger  handed  it  to  the  Gov- 
ernor, the  Governor  did  not  stop  to  look  at  it ;  but  took  it  up  like 
that  [witness  illustrates]  and  opened  it  that  way,  did  not  look  at  it 
himself,  but  held  it  up. 

Qmation.  With  the  back  to  himself  and  the  face  to  you? 

Answer,  Yes. 

Question.  Without  looking  at  the  face  of  it  himself  ? 

Answer,  Yes.  He  says  this  was  the  Jonesborough  return.  I 
looked  at  it  and  could  not  see  anything  on  it.  I  asked  him  to  let 
me  take  it.  I  looked  it  all  over.  I  could  not  say  it  was  this  same 
paper  here. 

Qaestion,  Was  it  a  blank  return  ? 

Answer,  Without  any  writing. 

QtjLestion.  Just  like  the  return  y^ou  hold  in  your  hand? 

Answer,  It  was  similar.  Whether  it  was  the  same  thing  I  do  not 
know.  It  was  a  paper  somewhat  dirty  on  the  folded  side,  as  this.  I 
asked  Mr.  Moody  to  minute  that  fact,  as  I  had  all  other  noticeable 
defects  that  had  come  up.  I  saw  him  write  opposite  the  town  of 
Jonesborough,  something,  I  did  not  know  what.  He  kept  them  in 
tabular  form.  We  went  on  and  examined  the  other  returns.  They 
accorded  me  a  hearing  afterwards,  on  the  eleventh  of  December.  At 
that  hearing  I  argued  the  case,  town  by  town.     I  took  up  the  town 
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of  Kossath  first ;  then  I  spoke  of  the  town  of  Jonesborough.  I 
remember  of  using  this  language :  ^^Of  course  the  town  of  Jones- 
boroogh  we  do  not  count,  there  being  nothing  but  a  blank  form/' 
This  same  blank  was  before  us  at  the  hearing  and  was  the  only 
paper,  up  to  that  time,  that  had  been  shown  from  Jonesborough ; 
no  other  return  fh>m  Jonesborough,  either  at  the  examination  of  the 
returns  or  at  the  hearing.  I  said:  '^Of  course,  the  return  from 
Jonesborough  we  do  not  count,  and  is  to  be  thrown  out  of  our  tabu- 
lation, being  nothing  but  a  blank  form."  The  Governor  says :  ^^I 
want  to  ask  you  a  question  of  law,  Mr.  Heath,  as  a  lawyer."  I 
stopped,  and  told  him  I  should  be  happy  to  answer  it  if  I  could. 
Says  he :  '^  Suppose  we  have  two  returns  from  a  town,  which  return 
shall  we  count?"  I  says :  ''  I  do  not  understand,  your  Excellency, 
that  we  have  two  returns  from  Jonesborough,  have  we  ?*  He  says : 
'^I  ask  you  the  question,  if  we  have  two  returns  from  a  town,  which 
return  shall  we  count?"  I  says:  ^^Your  Excellency,  I  argue  one 
case  at  a  time,  I  do  not  understand  that  that  point  comes  in,  in  this 
case."  Messrs.  Foster  and  Brown,  personal  friends  of  mine,  laughed, 
thinking  I  was  evading,  I  suppose,  a  question  of  law  that  might 
injure  my  party  friends.  Then  I  went  on  with  the  rest  of  the 
case. 

Question.  Look  at  the  return  which  has  been  shown  to  Mr.  Trickey , 
the  Town  Clerk  of  Jonesborough,  and  identified  by  him  as  the  second 
Senatorial  return  that  he  made  out  from  that  town,  and  state  whether 
or  not  that  was  before  you  at  either  of  the  hearings  before  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Council? 

Afiawer.  It  never  was  there. 

Question,  Did  any  of  the  Council  or  did  the  Governor  intimate  to 
jou  that  there  was  ever  any  other  Senatorial  return  made  to  the 
Secretary  of  State's  oflSce  from  Jonesborough  excepting  that  blank 
return? 

Answer.  The  only  return  coming  from  Jonesborough  was  a  blank 
form  in  this  identical  envelope  marked  ^^  Exhibit  i;"  that  was  the 
only  paper  fh>m  Jonesborough  before  the  Gk>vemor  and  Council. 

Question.  Look  at  paper  ^^  Exhibit  3^  O.  D.  B.j  Clerk  of  Com- 
mittee" and  state  whether  or  not  that  is  in  the  hand  writing  of  Mr. 
Moody,  and  whether  it  is  tl^e  original  memorandum  made  of  which 
you  have  spoken, — ^made  by  Mr.  Moody  while  you  were  examining 
the  returns  with  Governor  Garcelon? 

Answer.  Tes ;  it  is  the  same  paper. 
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Question,  When  you  came  to  Jonesborough  what  minute  do  you 
find  he  made  ? 

Answer,  ''^  Jonesborough,  blank  return,^* 

Question,  The  words  ^^  blank  return'*  opposite  the  word  "  Jones- 
boroughV 

Answer,  Yes ;  these  records  were  not  presented  to  the  Governor 
and  Council  under  the  law  of  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-seven, 
but  simply  records  of  my  own  that  I  held  and  that  the  Governor 
required  me  to  bring  there  and  compare  with  the  returns. 

Question,  Did  he  give  you  any  reason  why  you  should  bring  cer- 
tified copies  of  tiie  records  before  you  could  see  tiie  returns  ?. 

Answer,  He  simply  said  that  he  had  enforced  that  rule  against 
everybody  else  in.  the  case  of  County  Officers'  returns,  and  he  said  I 
ought  to  come  up  to  the  same  rule. 

Qaeation,  He  gave  you  no- reason? 

Answer,  No ;  I  examined  the  returns  for  Kennebec  County  Offi- 
cers without  such  a  rule  being  enforced. 

Question,  Do  you  know  of  any  such  rule  of  law,  or  any  require- 
ment that  would  require  you  to  bring  certified  copies  of  a  town 
record  before  you  could  see  any  return  for  Representatives  and 
Senators  ? 

Answer,  No,  I  never  heard  of  it ;  I  know  the  reason  that  Mr. 
Foster  gave  me,  that  if  such  a  rule  was  not  enforced  that  we  woald 
come  there  and  go  back  and  get  tiie  record  fixed  up  and  it  would 
open  the  door  to  frauds  I  would  like  to  qualify  one  statement.  Yon 
asked  me  if  I  had  seen  the  return  marked  *'  Exhibit  2"  befbre.  I 
never  saw  it  at  any  hearing ;  I  first  saw  it  three  days  ago  in  tiie 
Committee's  room  below,  on  the  table. 

Question.  Any  other  matter  in  connection  with  this  subject  now 
before  the  Committee  that  you  remember?  If  there  is  I  wish  you 
would  state  it. 

Ansioer,  Nothing  in  connection  with  t^e  Jonesborough  return. 

Bt  Mr.  HARRIS : 

Question.  Are  you  entirely  certain  that  the  suggestion  made  by 
Governor  Garcelon,  which  surprised  you,  about  two  returns  being 
found  from  one  town  on  the  same  subject  matter,  was  made  when 
you  were  arguing  the  Jonesborough  part  of  the  case  ? 

Answer,  Yes.  He  stopped  me  right  in  the  middle  of  my  argument. 
The  minute  I  commenced  to  speak  of  Jonesborough  he  asked  me 
that  question  of  law,  and  I  declined  to  answer  it,  as  I  have  stated. 
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Question.  You  had  no  knowledge  at  that  time,  as  matter  of  fact, 
there  had  been  two  sets  of  retiimB  forwarded  from  Jonesborough? 
Answer..  No^-only  matter  of  sui^ieion. 

Br  Mb.  INGALLS  : 

Question.  Do  jon  recognize  that  (referring  ix}*'^  Enohibit  3**) — 
the  hand  writing? 

Answer.  I  know  Mr.  Moody's  hand  writing. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  to  be  his  hand  writing? 

Answer.  I  am  not  sofamiliar  with  it  as  I  might  be  with  some.  I 
have  no  doubt  it  is  his. 

Question.  Seen  him  write  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  How  do  you  know  about  it? 

Answer.  I  have  seen  his  writing. 

By  Mr.  SPRINGER : 

Question.  Didn't  you  see  him  write  this? 

Answer.  Only  in  this  way ;  he  sat  across  the  table  in  such  a  way 
I  could  not  see  his  hand  writing  really. 

Bt.  Mr.  INGALLS : 

Question,  What  kind  of  paper  did  hd  use  ? 

Answer.  That  [pointing  to  ^''Exhibit  d"]  was  the  kind  he  used; 
and  kept  it  with  a  pencil.  Mr.  Moody  kept  a  record  of  the  discrep- 
ancies between  my  record  and  tiie  returns,  and  of  the  defects  in 
the  returns  tiiat  I  or  the  GoTemor  asked  him  to  minute,  as  we  went 
along,  town  by  town,  and  no  otiier  record  was  kept  at  the  time. 
Sometimes  the  Governor  would  ask  him  to  make  a  minute  and 
sometimes  I  would.     I  only  kept  for  my  purpose  such  matters  as 

were  matters  of  law. 

• 

By  Mr.  HARRIS : 

QuesMon.  In  the  search  for  the  envelope  of  Jonesborough  of  which 
you  spoke,  did  you  notice  whether  or  not  that  envelope  was  on  the 
floor? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  saw  tiie  envelope  put  into  that  book-case, 
with  those  other  returns  and  the  rubber  put  around  tiiem,  and  locked 
in  that  book-case.  When  I  went  away  it  was  left  there  locked,  at 
half-past  one.     When  I  returned,  at  half-past  three 

Question.  Was  it  apparently  in  the  same  condition, — ^the  package? 

Answer.  I  know  nothing  about  the  inside.     The  pack^e  and  all ' 
the  returns  were  brought  out  apparently  in  the  same  condition ;  but 
the  envelope  was  not  there. 
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Question.  The  envelope  had  been  removed  when  you  were  absent? 

Answer.  That  is  an  inference ;  I  can  state  what  the  facts  are ;  I 
should  say  it  was  removed.  It  was  there  when  I  went  away  and  it 
was  not  there  when  I  returned. 

Question.  Did  the  Governor  when  he  held  up  the  return  which  you 
spoke  of,  with  the  back  towards  himself  and  the  face  towards  you, 
make  any  remark? 

Answer.  Simply  turned  and  looked  at  me  to  see  how  I  would  take 
it.  K  you  know  him  you  know  the  look  he  makes  up  on  his  face 
sometimes.  I  could  read  in  his  face  that  he  expected  me  to  be  very 
much  surprised. 

By  Mb.  HALE : 

Question.  Sort  of  a  Jackson  look? 
Answer.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  in  relation  to  the  Addison 
return? 

Answer.  I  recollect  that  the  Addison  return  was  in  the  condi- 
tion spoken  of,  and  I  called  the  Governor's  attention  to  that  fact ; 
and  the  Augusta  return  for  Ref^resentative  was  in  the  same  condition. 
Our  Augusta  return  for  Representatives  gave  the  whole  number  of 
votes  instead  of  the  whole  number  of  ballots,  and  when  the  matter 
was  argued  before  the  Governor  and  Council,  Mr.  PiUsbury,  who 
appeared  on  the  other  side,  said  it  made  no  difference  how  the  whole 
number  of  ballots  was  in  that  respect, — the  return  was  good.  I 
know  that  I  took  no  position  whatever  as  to  the  law.  'I  simply 
asked  the  Grovemor  and  Council  to  be  consistent. 

Question.  Had  the  Farmington  return  been  discussed  to  your 
knowledge? 

Answer.  No,  not  publicly.  I  remember  the  towns  of  Addison 
and  Marion,  in  that  county,  both  had  the  whole  number  of  votes 
instead  of  the  whole  number  of  ballots,  and  they  were  argued  be- 
fore the  Governor  and  Council  together.  When  we  came  to  the 
Senatorial  return  ttom  Kossuth — 

Question.  Washington  county? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Which  you  hold  in  your  hand  and  is  marked  ^  ^Exhibit 
4—0.  D.  B.,  Clerk  of  Committee." 

Answer.  Yes.  When  we  came  along  to  this  return  the  Governor 
took  it  up,  examined  it,  read  it  over  and  looked  at  it  pretty  criti- 
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caDy — and  finally  threw  it  on  the  table  and  said,  '*That  return  is 
good  for  nothing/'  that  they  couldn't  count  that,  and  he  told  Mr. 
Moody  to  minute  it.  What  brought  that  to  my  attention  is  the 
minute  here:  *'^  Kossvth^  poor  return,^*  The  return  is  written 
"James  R.  Tabbot"  and  "  JohnT.  Wallace,  Jr.,"  and  ''nineteen'' 
written  against  neither  one  but  between  them ;  and  Austin  Harris 
and  Alden  Bradford  with  "  seven"  written  between  them — I  remem- 
ber the  very  statement  I  made  there,  that  I  took  it  for  granted  that 
the  Kossuth  return  would  be  thrown  out,  and  that  we  should  reject 
tiiat  from  our  tabulation,  and  Mr.  Brown  spoke  up  and  said  it  had 
been  tabulated ;  and  the  Governor  says  if  it  had  been  tabulated  let 
it  stand.     I  find  by  the  tabulation  it  was  tabulated. 

Question,  And  it  does  stand? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  In  this  Kossuth  return  is  there  any  number  of  votes — 
are  the  word  ^^ votes"  or  figures  against  them? 

Ansioer.  No. 

Question.  Simply  the  word  ''nineteen"  between  the  two  names? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  For  whom  were  the  "  nineteen?" 

Answer.  "James  R.  Talbot"  and  "John  T.  Wallace,  Jr."  And 
''Austin  Harris"  and  "  Alden  Bradford,"  "  seven."  The  Governor 
said  that  it  was  evident  to  him  that  those  signatures  were  all  in  one 
hand  writing.  I  told  him  I  should  not  claim  a  rejection  on  that 
account,  for  I  thought  evidence  ought  to  be  received  from  the  parties 
themselves. 

By  Mb.  HILL : 

Qaestioii.  Is  the  whole  number  of  votes  given  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  twenty-six.  I  recollect  of  stating  during  that  exam- 
ination that  we  could  offer  evidence,  if  they  held  that  to  be  the  law, 
that  no  record  whatever  had  been  made  in  Kossuth,  and  could  prove 
it ;  and  the  Governor  told  me  there  was  no  need  of  it — the  return 
was  worthless.  I  offered  no  evidence,  and  claimed  it  should  be  thrown 
out,  and  was  answered  it  had  been  tabulated. 

By  Mb.  COOK  : 
Question.  Are  those  names  spelled  correctly  there  ? 
Answer.  I  never  noticed  it  before ;  they  are  not. 
Question.  How  is  Talbot  spelled  ? 
14 
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Answer.  T  a  1  b  o  r  t.  That  was  tabulated  for  James  R.  Talbot. 
I  recollect  another  matter ;  I  examined  these  returns  Tuesday,  and 
Wednesday  was  the  day  that  the  mandamus  hearing  was  had  in  the 
Senate  Chamber  before  Judge  Virgin.  I  was  down  here  that  morn- 
ing to  attend  the  hearing.  At  noon,  as  we  went  to  dinner,  I  came 
to  the  Augusta  House  with  Judge  Virgin,  and  with  John  B.  Foster 
of  the  Council.  We  had  some  general  talk  about  the  defects  that 
had  been  found  in  the  returns — ^about  the  carelessness  of  Town 
Officers— and  Mr.  Foster  was  giving  instances,  not  naming  towns, 
and  I  remember  of  saying,  at  the  time,  ^^  Mr.  Foster,  you  recollect 
that  Jonesborough  return  was  entirely  blank."  He  says  "Oh, 
yes,  verj^  well  indeed."  I  caUed  it  to  his  attention  before  Judge 
Virgin.  There  never  was  any  statement  made  to  me  by  the  Grov- 
emor  or  Council  that  there  was  anything  else  before  them  excepting 
a  blank  return,  from  Jonesborough.  The  Governor  and  Council,  in 
making  the  count,  made  a  distinction  between  John  T.  Wallace  and 
John  T.  Wallace^  Jr. 

By  Mr.  HILL : 

Question.  Jonesborough  was  not  counted  at  all  ? 

Answer.  No.  I  mean  in  the  general  count.  Mr.  Wallace  lost  a 
great  many  votes,  I  think  four  or  five  hundred,  on  account  of  the 
"t7r."being  off;  but  amending  the  returns  by  the  rules  they  laid 
down,  and  Mr.  Harris  still  had  a  majority  over  John  T.  WaUace  and 
John  T.  WaUace,  Jr.,  although  they  stated  differently.  Mr.  Wal- 
lace was  not  injured  by  making  the  distinction. 

By  Mr.  HARRIS : 

Question.  You  commenced  to  give  some  testimony'  in  r^ard  to  a 
conversation  you  had  with  Mr.  Talbof  s  clerk ;  did  that  conversation 
give  you  the  idea  that  he  knew,  at  that  time,  there  was  any  inten- 
tion of  Mr.  Talbot  being  counted  in? 

Answer.  It  did  not  at  the  time ;  I  never  dreamed  of  such  a  thing 
being  done  in  this  State.  It  did  afterwards ;  I  had  no  such  thought 
at  the  time ;  but  afterwards,  in  recalling  it,  it  produced  that  impres- 
sion. It  was  in  relation  to  the  vote  of  Cherryfield.  I  think  that 
was  Friday  or  Saturday  of  the  same  week  after  election. 

By  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Question.  You  are  a  Republican? 
Answer.  Yes,  and  always  have  been. 
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Bt  Mr.  hale  : 

Question.  Have  yon  examined  the  tabulations  as  made  up,  upon 
which  the  certificates  were  issued  in  Washington  county? 

Answer.  Not  fully ;  I  had  a  tabulation  of  my  own  that  I  made 
which  I  used  at  the  hearing. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  the  rejection  of  the  Addison  return 
would  have  elected  Mr.  Harris  over  Mr.  Talbot,  the  difference  of 
sixty-six  votes  ? 

Answer.  My  recollection  of  it  is  that  Addison  and  Marion  were 
both  alike  in  that  matter  of  giving  the  whole  number  of  votes  in- 
stead of  the  whole  number  of  baUots,  and  if  both  had  been  rejected 
Mr.  Bradford  would  have  been  certificated,  and  that  Addison  alone, 
I  think,  would  have  brought  Harris  ahead  of  Talbot. 

Question.  But  left  Talbot  ahead  of  Bradford? 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  Then  if  Marion  had  been  thrown  out,  or  Kossuth  had 
been  thrown  out,  or  the  whole  given,  that  would  have  left  Bradford 
ahead  of  Talbot? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  A  change  in  Addison  alone  would  not  have  elected 
Bradford  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Question.  But  with  Marion  or  Kossuth  it  would  have  elected  him? 

Anstoer.  That  \b  my  recollection.  I  raised  the  point  at  the  hear- 
ing that  the  Kossuth  return  was  void  for  uncertainty,  and  I  was 
answered  by  Mr.  Pillsbury  that  if  they  could  get  at  the  intention  of 
the  return  that  the  return  should  govern. 

Question.  Explain  how  the  return  from  Talmage,  Washington 
county,  is  made  up,  for  whom  the  votes  appear  to  be  given,  and 
how  it  was  tabulated  as  matter  of  fact,  as  appears  by  the  docket? 

Ansujer.  I  recollect  very  well  about  this  return.  The  return 
reads,  ^^  TJie  wJiole  number  of  ballots  given  m,  was  eighteen.  For 
James  R.  Tabbot^  John  T.  Wallace^  fourteen;"  all  written  on  the 
same  line.  ^''Austin  Harris^  Alden  Bradford^  four;**  all  written 
on  the  same  line.  I  remember  of  raising  the  point  that  no  votes 
could  be  counted  for  Harris  or  Talbot.  I  was  answered  that  the  in- 
tention of  the  voters  must  govern.  ^ 

Question,  And  it  was  tabulated  according  to  the  intention? 

Answer.  Yes. 
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By  Mr.  HARRIS : 

Question.  You  say  that  the  return  is  written  '^  Tahh ot"  and  is 
tabulated  for  "  Talbot;"  is  that  a  Democratic  town? 

Answer,  Yes. 

Qyestion,  Do  you  know  of  any  town  in  Washington  county 
where  an  error  was  made  in  the  name  of  any  Republican  candidate 
for  Senator  where  that  error  was  not  corrected? 

Answer.  In  the  town  of  Northfield  the  vote  for  Austin  Harris  in 
the  return  was  written  very  illegibly ;  it  appeared  to  be  ^^  Auseen 
He  rris ." 

Question.  How  was  that  tabulated? 

Answer.  In  the  same  way,  for  Auseen  Herris ;  I  offered  to  produce 
a  copy  of  the  record  to  correct  it,  and  they  revised  me.  And  in 
the  town  of  Danforth,  Alden  Bradford's  votes  were  tabulated — 
*'^  Alien  Bradford."  The  'T'  was  made  with  a  heavy  mark  and 
might  pass  for  ^^^'or  ^H" ;  it  lacked  the  lower  curve  there  is  on  a 
^^d."  I  think  those  are  the  only  returns  thrown  out  for  bad  spelling. 
Those  were  both  Republican  towns.  There  were  no  Democratic 
candidates  thrown  out  in  Washington  county  on  what  was  apparently 
bad  spelling. 

Samuel  J.  Gallagher,  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Question.  Residence? 

Answer.  Augusta,  at  present. 

Question.  You  are  in  the  Pension  Office  ? 

Answer.  I  am. 

Question.  Were  you  in  Augusta  in  September,  October  and  No- 
vember, eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine  ? 

Answer.  All  the  time,  excepting  perhaps  two  or  three  weeks  that 
I  was  at  Calais,  the  first  of  October. 

Question.  State  what  you  know,  if  anything,  in  relation  to  returns 
or  envelopes  directed  to  the  Secretary  of  State's  office,  such  as  re- 
turns come  in  from  the  Town  Clerks  or  Town  Officers, —  envelopes 
sent  out  for  the  September  election ;  state  what  you  know  about  any 
such  returns  or  envelopes  coming  back  to  the  Secretary  of  State's 
office  in  November,  after  the  September  election? 

Anstver.  I  was  in  the  Secretary  of  State's  office  on  the  seventeenth 
of  November,  which  was  Monday.  I  stood  against  the  desk  of  the 
Deputy  Secretary  of  State,  with  my  shoulder  against  it. 
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Qwe^ion.  His  name  was what? 

Answer.  P.  A.  Sawyer.  I  was  looking  over  the  ''Year  Book"  for 
Dr.  Martin,  who  was  trying  to  find  where  an  officer  was.  I  hunted 
over  the  "Year  Book"  to  find  the  town.  While  doing  this  the  maU- 
carrier,  Fred  Wilson,  brought  the  mail  in  and  dropped  it  on  the 
desk.  I  looked  on  it  and  saw  an  envelope  like  that — like  an  envel- 
ope for  Representative  return — and  on  it  was  marked  "  Town  of 
Jonesborougk,'*  Fred  Wilson  says,  "What  is  that?"  innocently,  I 
supposed ;  and  Mr.  Sawyer  grabbed  it  quick  and  turned  it  over  and 
ranmied  it  under  the  lid  of  his  desk.  I  says  to  Fred,  "Don't  you 
know  what  that  is?  that  i^  an  election  return."  Geoi^e  E.  Minot 
and  Dr.  Martin  were  there.  He  put  it  under  the  lid  of  the  desk. 
He  paid  no  attention  to  the  other  letters  at  all,  but  went  on  reading 
the  "Eastern  Ai^s"  headings  in  regard  to  the  counting  out. 

Question.  You  have  said  it  was  like  the  envelope  you  now  hold  in 
your  hand.  Is  that  envelope  you  hold  in  your  hand  an  envelope 
from.  Jonesborough? 

Anstoer.  Yes. 

Q^esiion,  One  of  the  official  envelopes  ? 

Anmoer.  It  was  an  envelope  of  this  kind,  and  had  on  it  the  word 
"  JonesboroughJ^  I  saw  that.  I  was  as  close  to  it  as  I  am  now. 
There  were  only  two  or  three  other  letters  with  it. 

Bt  Mb.  hill  : 

Question.  Did  you  notice  whether  Senatorial  or  not?    * 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Do  tiot  know  what  it  covered? 

Answer.  No. 

By  Mk.  INGALLS  : 

Question.  What  day  was  this? 

Answer.  Seventeenth  day  of  November. 

Question.  How  do  you  remember  it? 

Answer.  I  made  a  minute  of  it  at  the  time. 

Question.  Of  what? 

Ansu}er.  Of  the  time  this  return  came  in,  that  day.  George  E. 
Minot  and  Dr.  Martin  and  some  other  gentleman,  a  stranger  to  me^ 
were  there. 

Question,  Any  other  matter  you  know  of  in  connection  with  this  ? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of. 
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By  Mr.  HARRIS : 

Question.  Did  Mr.  Sawyer  make  any  reply  when  Wilson  ad- 
dressed this  remark,  and  asked  the  question  about  the  envelope  or 
return  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Wilson  asked  what  that  was,  and  Mr.  Sawyer  says, 
^'  I  don't  know  as  that  is  any  of  your  business,"  and  then  picked  it 
up  and  put  it  under  the  lid. 

QuestUyii.  That  is  ail  the  conversation  ? 

Answer.  That  is  all,  and  Wilson  went  off;  I  staid  there  some  few 
minutes,  and  went  away. 

PrrMAN  PuLSiFER,  swom  and  examined* 
By  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Question.  You  are  a  stenographic  reporter? 

Ansioer.  I  am. 

Question.  Were  you  present  when  F.  M.  Fogg  delivered  a  speech 
in  City  Hall,  Portland,  the  last  of  December? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Did  you  report  him? 

Answer.  I  did,  in  part,  for  the  Press. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  of  his  taking  a  blank  return  out  of 
an  envelope  and  holding  it  up  to  the  audience  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  of  seeing  any  envelope  ;  I  do  remem- 
ber of  his  holding  up  what  he  said  was  a  blank  return,  and  saying, 
in  substance :     "  How  are  we  going  to  count  this  ?" 

Question.  Speaking  of  it  as  a  return  from  Jonesborough  or  Jones- 
port? 

Ansvoer.  Yes,  I  think  he  called  it  "  Jonesport." 

Question.  Did  he  exhibit  other  returns  there  ? 

Answer.  He  exhibited  other  papers  and  spoke  of  them  as  returns. 


February  26,  1880,  P.  M. 

WiNFiELD  I.  Crane,  suxnm  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  INGALl-S : 

Question.  Where  do  you  belong? 

Answer.  Whiting,  Washington  county. 

Question.  What  office  did  you  hold  in  that  town,   if  any,   in 
eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine? 


i 


TB8TIM0NT  OF  WINPIELD  I.  CRABfB.  215 

Answer.  Town  Clerk. 

Question,  Were  yon  present  at  the  September  meeting  in  eighteen 
hundred  and  seventy-nine  ? 

Ansvoer.  I  was. 

Question,  Did  you  make  the  returns  to  the  Secretary  of  State  at 
that  time? 

Answer,  I  did  not,  excepting  the  general  return,  but  my  signa- 
ture was  to  the  returns*  The  chairman  of  the  Selectmen  made  the 
returns,  filled  them  out,  and  I  signed  them  in  the  capacity  of  Clerk. 

Question,  Were  the  returns  made  at  the  time  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question,  In  open  town  meeting? 

Answer,  Yes. 

Question.  Signed  by  all  the  Selectmen? 

Ansioer,  I  think  not. 

Question,  By  whom? 

Answer,  By  two,  I  think. 

Question,  Who  were  they? 

Answer,  Peavey  and  Crosby. 

Question.  Who  was  the  other? 

Answer.  Nelson  Hall.  , 

Question.  Was  he  present? 

Ansu>er.  I  think  he  was  not  present  when  £he  returns  were  made 
up.     He  was  at  the  meeting,  but  left  before  the  close. 

Question.  Were  the  returns  of  which  you  speak  sealed  up  in  open 
town  meeting? 

Answer.  They  were. 

Question.  Were  they  sent  to  Augusta  in  any  way  ? 

Answer.  I  presume  so.  The  chairman  said  that  he  would  deposit 
them  in  the  office  the  next  morning. 

Question.  Did  he  take  them? 

Answer.  He  did. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  seen  the  returns  since? 

Answer.  No,  excepting  the  record. 

Question.  Have  you  seen  the  returns  that  were  made  up  in  open 
town  meeting? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Did  you  subsequentiy  make  any  other  return  ? 

Answer.  Yes, — or  I  did  not  mdke  the  return. 

Question.  Did  you  sign  any  other  return  ? 
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Ansvoer,  I  did. 

Question.  State  the  circumstanceB, — all  about  it, — ^when  it  was 
and  how  you  came  to  do  it? 

Answer.  On  the  seventeenth  of  November,  the  chairman  of  the 
board  of  Selectmen,  Mr.  Peavej,  came  to  me  and  said  there  was 
an  error  in  filling  the  return,  and  wished  to  have  it  corrected  and 
forwarded,  and  after  that  he  read  me  a  letter  from  James  R.  Talbot, 
saying  to  this  effect : — that  finding  there  was  an  error  committed  in 
filling  the  return  on  the  day  of  election, — ^the  Senatorial  return, — 
the  whole  number  of  ballots  was  not  put  in,  and  ^'Please  correct  the 
mistake  and  forward  to  me.'* 

Question.  Who  had  that  letter? 

Answer.  Mr.  Peavey. 

Question.  To  whom  was  it  addressed? 

Answer.  To  him,  I  suppose.  I  did  not  see  the  letter  any  more 
than  as  he  held  it  in  his  hand  and  read  that  part  to  me. 

Question.  By  whom  was  the  second  return  signed? 

Answer.  I  did  not  see  it  signed  by  only  one  man ;  I  saw  Mr. 
Peavey  sign  it,  and  I  signed  it  myself. 

Question.  How  do  you  fix  it  as  the  seventeenth  of  November? 

Answer.  I  fix  it  fV'om  two  persons  being  at  my  house  on  business. 
There  was  about  to  be  a  transfer  in  property  there,  with  two  men, 
and  they  were  present. 

Question.  Examine  this  paper  marked  ^^ Exhibit  6y  G.  D.  B.^ 
Clerk  of  Committee^'*  and  state  what  you  know  about  it? 

Answer.  I  know  that  is  my  signature,  and  I  know  this  is  the 
hand  writing  of  the  Selectman. 

Question.  Who? 

Answer.  WiUiam  S.  Peavey. 

Question.  State  whether  that  is  the  return  you  signed  in  open 
town  meeting? 

Answer.  I  think  it  is  not  the  return  that  I  signed  in  open  town 
meeting. 

Question.  What  makes  you  think  so? 

Answer.  The  letter  that  Mr.  Peavey  received  from  him  saying 
there  was  an  omission — ^the  whole  number  of  votes  was  not  put  in — 
and  requesting  him  to  fill  that  blank  and  forward  it,  as  this  is  here, 
and  then  my  impression  is  that  the  blot  was  made  at  the  time  this 
was  fiUcd.  As  to  the  other,  perhaps  I  cannot  identify  that  any  more 
than  the  signatures.     I  know  there  was  a  return  filled  on  the  day  oT 
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election  and  sealed  in  open  town  meeting,  and  it  was  carefhlly  filled 
as  they  came  along,  with  numbers,  and  laid  open  tUl  they  got  dry, 
till  the  ink  was  dry,  so  there  would  be  no  blot.  I  know  they  were 
laid  out  and  carefully  signed.  I  do  not  remember  that  that  blot  was 
made  at  the  time  that  was  filled,  but  knowing  that  it  was  folded  then 
leads  me  to  think  that  was  the  one  that  was  made  on  the  seven- 
teenth of  November. 

Question.  When  you  signed  the  one  signed  on  the  seventeenth, 
how  many  Selectmen  were  present? 

Anmoer.  Only  one  present,  Mr.  Peavey. 

Qiiestion.  Was  his  name  on  at  that  time? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Then  from  anything  you  can  remember  or  can  see  upon 
this  return  are  you  able  to  state  distinctly  whether  it  is  the  one  you 
made  on  the  day  of  election,  or  the  one  you  made  on  the  seventeenth 
of  November? 

Answer.  No,  nothing  more  than  I  have  stated — that  blot  being 
made,  and  knowing  that  this  letter  was  written  to  him  sajdng  there 
was  an  error,  that  the  whole  number  of  ballots  was  not  put  into  the 
Senatorial  return ;  and  this  one  has,  and  I  know  it  was  put  in  that 
day. 

Question.  When  that  letter  was  read  to  you  had  you  any  recollec- 
tion whether  the  other  return  contained  the  whole  number  of  ballots  ? 

Answer.  No ;  Mr.  Peavey  filled  the  returns,  all  of  them.  I  did 
not  notice  any  mistake.     I  did  not  look  over  them  particularly. 

Question.  Where  were  you  when  you  made  the  second  return? 

Answer.  At  my  house. 

Question.  Was  the  blank  brought  there  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Where  was  it  filled  up  ? 

Answer.  At  my  house. 

Question.  Filled  up  from  your  record? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Bt  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Question.  Did  your  record  contain  the  whole  number  of  ballots  ? 
Answer.  No. 

Bt  Mr.  INGALLS  : 

Question.  How  did  you  get  the  whole  number  of  votes  ? 
Answer.  By  adding  the  number  of  votes  thrown  for  each  candi- 
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date.  The  record  indicates  the  votes  that  were  thrown.  If  that  is 
an  error,  it  is  an  error ;  it  has  been  done  for  years,  I  suppose. 

Question.  What  are  your  politics  ? 

Answer.  Republican. 

Question.  What  is  Mr.  Peavey? 

Answer.  Democrat. 

Question.  Crosby? 

Answer.  Democrat,  and  so  is  the  other. 

Question.  How  came  you  to  make  the  second  return  ? 

An.swer,  By  request.  I  supposed  it  was  proper,  and  knowing 
that  that  would  be  correct,  that  the  whole  number  of  ballots  was  so 
many. 

Question.  Mr.  Peavey  had  no  other  return  with  him  excepting  the 
blank? 

Ansfwer.  No. 

By  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Question.  Didn't  he  have  an  official  envelope  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  With  the  usual  printing  that  is  found  on  envelopes  for 
official  returns,  such  as  you  had  received  from  Augusta  before? 

Answer.  Yes.  I  forgot  to  s&y  I  went  with  him  to  the  house  and  that 
was  not  signed  at  the  time  the  return  was  signed.  He  came  down 
immediately  after  that  with  this  envelope,  and  that  was  signed  also. 

Question.  Where  did  he  get  it  from? 

Ansioer.  From  his  store  I  suppose. 

Question.  How  came  he  by  this  official  envelope  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  it  came  by  Mr.  Talbot,  as  the  blank  did. 

QueMion.  You  hadn't  any  official  envelopes  left  over  from  sealing 
up  the  other  regular  returns  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Did  Mr.  Peavey  intimate  to  you  in  any  way  that  he 
hadn't  sent  the  return  you  made  up  in  open  town  meeting? 

Answer.  No. 

Bt  Mr.  INGALLS  : 

Question.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  this  blank  return  was  received 
from  Mr.  Talbot? 
Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  How  do  you  know  that? 
Answer.  From  his  presenting  it  for  the  change  to  be  made.     This 
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letter  said  ^*' Please  correct  the  muUdke  in  the  endoeed  return  and 
fonoard  to  me."    That  is  as  I  understood  it  in  the  letter. 

Bt  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Question.  Was  the  letter  signed  by  James  R.  Talbot? 

Anstoer.  I  suppose  so.  He  said  it  was  from  him.  I  did  not  see 
the  letter  any  further  than  it  is  fh>m  here  to  that  table.  [Three  or 
four  feet. — Reporter.] 

By  Mr.  INGALLS  : 

Question.  Did  it  say  forward  to  Mr.  Talbot? 

Answer,  I  will  not  be  positive  whether  he  said  forward  to  Mr. 
Talbot  or  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  It  said  ^^ Please  correct  the 
error ^  in  the  enclosed  blanks  and  forward." 

By  Mr.  HALE : 

Question.  Referring  to  the  Mank  j^ou  had? 
Ar^swer.  Yes. 

Bt  Mr.  INGALLS : 

Question.  It  did  not  say  forward  to  him? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  it  did ;  I  wouldn't  be  positive  as  to 
that. 

By  Mr!  HALE  : 

Question.  Was  anything  said  about  getting  the  signature  of  the 
other  Selectman ;  does  he,  Crosby,  live  near  by? 

Answer.  He  lives  about  three  and  a  half  miles  from  where  I  live. 

Question.  Was  there  an  opportunity  of  getting  him? 

Answer.  Yes,  there  was  an  opportunity  of  getting  him  most  any 
day. 

Question.  What  did  Mr.  Peavey  say  about  getting  the  signature 
of  Crosby? 

Answer.  He  did  not  say  anything  about  it;  but  Crosby  was 
at  the  village  most  every  day,  quite  often. 

Question.  You  have  no  doubt  about  that  being  his  signature? 

Answer.  Oh,  no. 

By  Mr.  INGALLS : 

Question.  It  is  the  signature  of  Peavey,  too? 
Answer.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  HALE : 

Question.  Mr.  Peavey  sat  down  in  your  house  and  filled  in  the 
return  that  was  there,  in  accordance  with  the  letter  fix>m  Mr.  Talbot, 
writing  in  the  whole  number  of  ballots? 
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Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  On  the  blank  that  was  produced  there  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Then  went  back  to  the  house  and  brought  the  envelope 
which  came  with  the  blank? 

Answer.  Yes.  I  suppose  it  came  with  the  blank. 

Question.  Was  that  envelope  filled  up  on  the  outside  there  by  him 
and  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  You  signed  that? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  And  left  it  with  Mr.  Peavey  to  complete  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  INGALLS  : 

Question.  There  is  a  yellow  spot ;  have  you  any  knowledge  about 
that? 

Answer.  I  have  noticed  that ;  I  do  not  remember  anything  partic- 
ular about  that.  I  looked  at  the  blank  and  saw  it  was  like  the  one 
filled  the  day  of  election — ^had  the  same  appearance. 


February,  27,  1880,  P.  M. 
Ephraim  K.  Smart,  sxoom  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  HALE : 

Question.  Wbere  are  you  from  ? 

Answer.  Pembroke. 

Question.  Did  you  receive  a  summons  from  this  Committee  to 
attend  here  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Hersey,  Deputy  Sheriff,  served  one  upon  me ;  I  saw 
it  in  his  hand. 

Question.  Did  you  read  it? 

Answer.  No ;  he  handed  it  to  me. 

Question.  Does  the  summons  direct  you  to  produce  papers,  doc* 
uments  and  records? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Have  you  brought  any  with  j'ou? 

Ansioer.  I  have  brought  all  that  I  could  find  relating  to  the  mat- 
ter,  and  have  them  with  me. 

Question.  What  have  you  got? 
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Answer.  I  have  a  letter  fh)in  Mr.  Church,  a  letter  from  Mr.  Wal- 
lace, a  letter  from  Mr.  Bums,  two  letters  from  Judge  Whidden  of 
Calais,  and  one  from  C.  R.  Whidden,  the  editor  there.  I  also  have 
a  package  here  in  a  blank  envelope,  and  a  blank  return  for  Senators. 
I  have  a  statement  of  some  matters  which  I  drew  up  at  the  time, 
and  which  I  forwarded  or  caus^  to  be  forwarded,  or  allowed  to  be 
forwarded, — ^I  do  not  know  exactly  how,  now, — ^to  Augusta,  or  sup- 
posed it  came  here,  together  with  some  memoranda  that  I  gathered 
up,  durmg  some  tune  after  the  election,  tiU  perhaps  sometime  in 
December.  I  also  have  attached  here  the  three  opinions  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  and  matters  which  I  had  cut  out  for  my  own 
reference. 

Question,  Were  you  engaged  in  the  taking  of  affidavits  of  persons 
in  towns  neighboring  to  yours  as  to  facts  occurring  at  the  September 
election,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine? 

Answer.  I  did  do  something  in  that  line. 

Question.  What  led  to  your  taking  up  that  work  ? 

Answer.  Perhaps,  in  the  first  place,  this  letter  from  Mr.  Church 
to  me,  will  show.  [Witness  exhibited  letter.]  It  is  in  answer  to 
one  from  me.  And  that  is  the  first  that  started  me ;  I  wrote  making 
inquiries. 

Que^ion.  Who  is  Church? 

Answer.  A  member  of  the  Greenback  committee  for  the  coimty  of 
Washington. 

Question.  The  first  is  a  letter  from  C.  E.  Church  of  Cherryfield? 

Ansioer.  Yes. 

Br  Me.  STRICKLAND : 

Question.  That  is  in  reply  to  one  you  wrote  him  ? 

Ansu>er.  Yes ;  but  it  gave  me  certain  facts  on  which  I  started ;  I 
do  not  know  as  that  strikes  the  affidavits  exactly,  but  it  starts  out ; 
one  thing  rolls  another  on  as  we  proceed.  The  result  of  the  elec- 
tion, I  expected  to  submit  to ;  but  during  the  six  days  after  election, 
before  I  wrote  that  letter,  certain  facts  came  to  me  which  led  me 
very  much  to  suspect  that  some  things  had  been  done  wrong  by  the 
opx>06ite  party,  in  the  way  of  bribery,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing, 
which  caused  me  to  conclude,  if  there  were  any  irregularities  where- 
by this  might  be  properly  overcome,  under  the  requirements  of  the 
Constitation  and  the  laws  and  the  decisions  of  the  courts  up  to  that 
time  rendered,  with  precedents  established,  it  would  be  legitimate  mat- 
ter if  it  could  be  gathered  up  and  properly  used.    How  far  it  could 
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be  used  I  could  not  tell.  I  did  not  propose  to  be  the  judge  of  that. 
That  infonnatlon  started  me  on  Cherrjfield,  to  have  that  rejected. 
I  thought  that  would  throw  it  into  the  House  or  Senate,  as  the  case 
might  be.  In  these  investigations,  Mr.  Rounds,  being  County 
Attorney,  had  often,  up  to  that  time,  appeared  in  defence  of  per- 
sons accused  of  bribery,  and  very  seriously  objected  to  questions 
being  put  to  his  clients  whom  he  offered  in  defence,  as  to  whether 
they  had  any  money  left  with  them,  or  in  their  possession,  for  the 
purpose  of  bribery.  It  looked  to  me  as  though  the  onlj-  way  to  get 
at  this  would  be  in  one  of  the  houses  of  the  Legislature,  if  one  of 
them  should  happen  to  be  carried  in  the  interest  of  the  party  that 
desired  investigation.     That  was  my  idea  and  I  started  out  on  it. 

By  Mr.  HALE : 

Question.  Did  you  know  what  the  majority  was  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  by  the  returns  as  stated  in  the  newspapers  ? 

Answer.  No.  I  did  not  know  anything  about  that,  so  far  as  the 
House  or  Senate  was  concerned. 

Q^e8ti(m.  Did  you  not  read  the  newspapers  ? 
.    Amnoer.  Yes. 

QtLestion.  Do  you  mean  to  say  you  did  not  know  by  a  week  after 
election  that  the  majority  was  about  twenty-nine  on  the  part  of  the 
Republicans  ? 

Answer.  So  far  as  reading  them  myself*,  I  do  not  think  I  ever  saw 
a  statement.  I  will  take  that  back ;  I  guess  I  did  see  a  statement 
that  there  was  a  majority  in  both  houses. 

Qaestion.  Did  you  not  know  that  the  majority  was  twenty-nine, 
on  the  part  of  the  Republicans  ?  Were  not  all  the  papers  on  both 
sides  full  of  it? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say ;  I  simpl}^  know  that  I  read  the  statement. 

Question.  You  started  in  with  the  idea  that  there  might  be  techni- 
calities enough  found  to  shift  that  majority  in  one  or  both  houses, 
and  that  is  what  set  you  to  writing? 

An,stwer.  Yes. 

Q;aestion.  Whom  did  j'ou  write  to  then  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Church.  He  requested  me  to  write  and  make  a 
certain  statement,  and  also  Mr.  Wallace ;  I  wrote  him,  and  I  have 
his  reply. 

Question.  Wallace  was  Fusion  candidate  for  Senator? 

Anstoer.  Yes. 

Question.  Were  you  Fusion  candidate  for  County  Attorney? 
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Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Counted  in? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  To  whom  else  did  you  write  besides  Church  and  Wal- 
lace, in  the  course  of  this  effort  of  yours  to  find  technicalities  upon 
which  towns  might  be  thrown  out  ? 

Ansvoer.  I  do  not  recollect  on  that  particular  point  of  writing  any 
others  now ;  perhaps  I  did. 

Question.  During  the  prosecution  of  this  enterprise  of  yours,  to 
whom  else  did  you  write  besides  Chiu'ch  and  Wallace  ? 

Ansujer.  I  do  not  know  whom  I  addressed. 

Question.  I  mean  in  regard  to  the  whole  enterprise  you  started 
out  in,  of  getting  up  evidence  of  technicalities ;  to  whom  did  you 
write? 

Ansu)er.  There  was  a  slight  change  of  objects  as  I  went  along. 

Question.  As  to  the  whole  object,  during  the  whole  time,  give  me 
a  list  of  the  persons  to  whom  you  wrote  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  give  you  the  whole. 

Question.  As  far  as  you  can  tell? 

Answer.  The  gentlemen  I  have  letters  fh>m  excepting  Mr.  Bums ; 
I  never  wrote  him ;  but  to  Judge  Whidden  and  Charles. 

Question.  To  whom  in  Augusta? 

Answer.  That  is  what  I  was  trying  to  make  up  my  mind ;  I  may 
have  written  General  Leavitt  and  his  clerk,  and  mentioned  it.  I 
had  business  with  them,  and  wrote  a  good  many  letters  to  the  Gen- 
eral, and  some  to  his  clerk ;  but  the  most  of  my  writing  to  them,  so 
far  as  I  recollect,  was  on  matters  connected  with  his  office, — 
pension  matters, — ^to  get  at  evidence  of  allotments,  and  one  thing 
and  another. 

Question.  During  this  time  were  you  not  in  correspondence  with 
General  Leavitt,  in  reference  to  this  matter? 

Ansujer.  If  I  had  time,  anything  I  wished  to  conmiunicate  when 
I  was  writing  such  a  letter,  to  save  expense  I  probably  put  it  in ; 
but  how  much  of  that  I  did  I  cannot  say. 

Question.  To  whom  else  in  Augusta  did  you  write  ? 

Answer.  I  think  I  wrote  to  G.  G.  Stacy,  referring  him  to  this 
Cberryfield  matter  and  Dennysville  matter ;  and  I  think  I  also  gave 
a  statement,  of  which  I  have  a  copy,  or  very  nearly  a  copy. 

Question.  To  whom  ? 

*  Answer.  I  think  to  Mr.  Stacy.  It  might  have  been  to  Mr.  Leavitt, 
and  it  might  have  been  to  both. 


224  ALTfiRED  ELECTION  RETURNS. 

Question.  At  how  early  a  time  did  you  write  to  anybody  in 
Augusta, — Leavitt,  his  clerk,  or  Stacy, — in  reference  to  the  Cherry- 
field  case? 

ATiswer,  My  opinion  is  it  was  very  soon  after  receiving  that 
letter. 

Question,  That  letter  bears  date  September  nineteenth? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  To  whom  else  in  Augusta  did  you  write  ? 

Answer.  I  never  wrote  any  other  parties,  I  believe,  in  Augusta, 
till  I  received  from  the  Secretary  of  State, — or  the  Deputy,  I  think 
it  was  signed  by, — a  notice  that  Mr.  Rounds  had  made  application 
to  have  certain  returns  changed,  or  whatever  you  may  call  it,  the 
return  of  Dennysville,  the  Calais  matter,  and  the  Marshfield  case  ; 
I  am  only  giving  my  recollection  as  to  what  was  in  that  notice. 
That  notice  I  received  on  the  tenth  of  December.  On  the  eleventh 
I  was  to  have  a  hearing ;  and  I  telegraphed  on  the  da}'  I  received 
that,  that  I  could  not  get  there ;  telegraphed  Mr.  Pillsbury,  and  told 
him  there  was  a  letter  b}'  maU.  I  wrote  him  the  same  day,  and  in 
that  I  gave  what  I  could  think,  off-hand,  and  short,  so  far  as  this 
matter  then  in  hand  had  a  bearing. 

Questi<yfi.  Have  you  got  a  copy  of  your  letter  to  Mr.  Pillsbury? 

Ansujer.  No ;  I  kept  no  copy  of  anything  excepting  this  matter 
I  spoke  of,  that  I  know  of;  I  found  none  among  my  papers. 

Question.  You  wrote  ftilly  to  Mr.  Pillsbury  as  to  those  cases? 

Answer.  Yes.  I  wish  to  say  fVirther  that  on  the  next  day  I  sent 
to  Dennysville  to  examine  their  record — not  having  looked  at  it  or 
had  it  examined — with  reference  to  whether  it  had  been  tampered 
with  after  the  meeting,  and  the  Town  Clerk  refhsed  inspection,  and 
stated  that  it  was  not  for  the  public  inspection ;  that  he  could  give  a 
copy  if  desired,  but  had  twenty  days  to  do  it  in ;  I  took  the  affidavit 
of  this  messenger  of  mine  to  that  fact,  and  sent  it  on  the  next  day, 
or  next  but  one,  to  Mr.  Pillsbury,  on  the  eleventh  or  twelftih  of 
December ;  it  could  not  have  been  till  the  twelfth. 

Question.  That  was  the  second  letter  to  Mr.  Pillsbury? 

Answer.  Yes.  I  heard  nothing ;  I  told  Pillsbury,  in  my  telegram, 
to  appear  for  me,  and  in  the  letter  I  told  him  to  employ  D.  R.  Hast- 
ings, of  Fryeburg,  if  he  was  here ;  I  did  not  know  any  other  person 
that  would  be  sure  to  be  here  but  Pillsbury.  I  never  had  any  com- 
munication during  the  year  with  him  up  to  that  time.  I  told  him 
also  that  if  Mr.  Gould  was  here  he  could  employ  him  or  appear  him- 
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self;  that  wan  inj  fiist  letter.    Tban  I  gave  lum  my  view  of  the  law 
and  argued  it. 
Question.  What  other  letters  did  joa  write  to  FiUsboiy  ? 
Answer.  I  then  waited  till  it  seemed  to  me,  it  was  long  enough  to 
hear  the  result ;  I  heard  nothing ;  I  wrote  again  to  Pillsburj,  telling 
him  what  I  had  done,  that  I  first  telegraphed  him  and  told  him  I 
would  write,  and  had  written,  and  xecapitulated,  I  think,  what  I  had 
sent.    I  got  an  answer  from  that,  saying  that  my  matter  had  been 
attended  to, — short,  nothing  else  in 'it.     That  is  all  the  communica- 
tion  I  had  &om  him ;  I  did  not  find  it  in  my  investigation  or  I  would 
have  brought  it ;  I  do  not  think  I  have  got  it. 
Question.  Can  you  produce  Mr.  PUlsbury's  letter? 
Anmoer.  I  cannot ;  I  was  not  able  to  find  it. 
Question.  You  have  produced  other  letters  of  your  correspond-^ 
ence  in  this  afiair? 

Anstoer.  Yes;  I  have  produced  eveiylhing  I  have  that  I  con- 
sidered was  called  for. 

Question.  Those  are  letters  that  have  been  preserved  by  you 
which  came  to  you  in  the  course  of  your  conrespondeiice  on  the  sub- 
ject matter? 

Answer.  They  were  thrown  into  waste  places  and  I  ferreted  them 
out. 

Question.  Have  you  brought  here  the  four  or  five  letters  you  wrote 
Mr.  POkbiuy? 
Answer.  I  did  not  write  but  three. 

Question.   Or  any  dispatches  sent  him,  or  any  reply  he  made ; . 
have  you  brought  originaLs  or  copies  ? 

Answer.  No ;  I  had  not  copies  of  what  I  sent  him  or  any  memo- 
randum. 

Question.  Have  you  brought  any  reply — any  letter  you  received 
trom  him? 
Answer.  I  never  got  but  one. 
Question.  What  has  become  of  that? 

Ansu)er.  I  cannot  say ;  I  did  not  think  of  that  in  my  search. 
QmesUon.  Why  were  you  not  as  likely  to  find  that  as  the  others? 
Answer.  I  suppose  I  would ;  perhaps  I  might  have  thrown  it  into 
a  waste-basket,  or  passed  it  to  somebody  else  to  look  at,  I  cannot 
say  what  I  did  do  with  it.  Those  political  matters  do  not  go  on  file ; 
tiiis  was  my  first  oorrespondenoe  with  that  gentleman^,  aod  he  was 
almost  a  stranger  to  me. 

15 
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Question.  Had  you  had  previous  correspondenoe  with  him? 

Anstver.  Years  ago. 

Question,  And  have  always  been  in  correspondenoe  with  him  ? 

Answer,  No. 

Quotum,  Have  not  you,  from  time  to  time,  the  last  few  years  ? 

An^swer,  No. 

Question,  Have  you  not  been  acquainted  with  him? 

Answer,  No,  he  did  not  know  me  when  I  came.  His  name  was 
AS  familiar  to  me  as  my  own. 

Question,  Was  there  any  reason  why  you  should  have  destroyed 
his  letter  any  more  than  the  others  which  you  have  produced  here? 

Answer,  I  do  not  believe  I  desti*oyed  it,  and  perhaps  I  have  not 
lost  it. 

Question,  Why  did  not  you  discover  it? 

Answer,  It  did  not  occur  to  me  that  that  might  be  essential. 

Question,  Did  not  you  in  your  letter  state  to  him  what  the  result 
of  your  investigation  had  been,  and  did  not  you  ask  him  in  regard 
to  the  matter? 

Answer,  I  did  not  ask  him  what  the  result  had'  been.  I  was 
afraid  that  my  letter  had  missed,  that  he  might  be  away  and  I  have 
nobody  to  appear,  and  it  would  go  by  default.  He  answered  me — 
my  matter  had  been  attended  to, — and  that  was  enough. 

Question,  You  have  not  found  that  letter? 

Answer,   I  did  not  look  for  it.     I  did  not  think  it  amounted  to 
anything  here,  but  I  was  thinking  since  I  have  been  here  that  I 
.  ought  to  have  looked  particularly  for  that,  because  perhaps  it  might 
.  come  up. 

Question,  You  were  candidate  for  County  Attorney  on  the  Fusion 
ticket? 

Answer,  Yes. 

Question,  Mr.  Bounds  was  the  Republican  candidate  against  you? 

Answer,  Yes. 

Question.  Did  not  you  see  the  statements  in  the  newsp^>ers  of 
the  vote  showing  that  Rounds  had  been  elected? 

Answer,  Yes ;  the  newspapers  stated  it,  I  do  not  know  as  the 
paper  stated  that  he  was  elected,  but  it  might  as  well ;  it  summed  it 
up  and  stated  the  majority. 

Question,  Did  not  the  ^^ Calais  Times"  have  the  same  statement? 

Answer,  I  do  not  take  that  usually ;  I  had  the  ^^  Union,''  but  I 
think  that  did  not  give  the  figures,  but  I  got  the  figures ;  I  borrowed. 
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or  had  my  wife  borrow,  from  her  brother,  a  custom-house  officer, — 
an  ^^£astport  Sentinel,"  that  had  a  fUIl  report  of  the  county  tabula- 
tions by  Clerk  of  Courts  Longfellow,  published  in  the  '^  Machias 
Republican,"  and  copied  into  the  ^^  Sentinel,"  and  from  that  I  drew 
off  the  vote  for  Bounds  and  myself. 

Question,  How  many  days  after  election  did  you  first  start  off  on 
the  voyage  to  find  technicalties  in  towns  ? 

Answer.  It  seems  by  that  the  fourteenth  I  addressed  the  letter. 

Question.  What  date  was  the  election? 

Answer.  The  eighth. 

Question.  Six  days  after  that  you  began  to  make  enquiries  as  to 
technical  objections  to  votes  in  Washington  county? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Between  the  time  of  the  election  and  the  time  when  you 
started  out  on  this  expedition  or  enterprise  of  yours,  how  many 
times  had  you  been  to  Calais  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  I  had  been  to  Calais  at  aU. 

Question.  Are  you  positive  ? 

Anstoer.  No,  because  business  might  have  called  me. 

Question.  Had  you  been  to  Eastport? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  I  had ;  it  is  possible  I  had.  Soon  after 
election  I  was  summoned  to  take  depositions  in  Lubec,  and  was 
requested  by  Brother  French,  on  the  other  side,  to  come  down  and 
pass  over  the  ferry  with  him,  and  into  Lubec  where  the  witnesses 
resided,  and  I  was  there  on  that  trip. 

Question.  Had  you  been  to  Eastport  after  election  and  before  this 
time,  when  you  started  out  by  writing  a  letter  to  Cherzyfield? 

Answer.  I  should  have  serious  doubt  if  I  did  before  I  wrote  that 
letter. 

Question.  Had  you  seen  Mr.  Leavitt? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Had  you  seen  Mr.  French  ? 

Answer.  If  I  saw  French  it  must  be  that  that  journey  I  made  was 
before  writing  that  letter. 

Question.  Had  you  seen  Mr.  Bums  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question,  Had  you  seen  Mr.  Whidden? 

Answer.  No,  not  at  that  time. 

Question.  After  you  began  to  write  these  lettera,  and  to  hunt  up 
these  technicalities,  and  while  in  the  prosecution  of  that  did  you  see 
Mr.  Whidden? 
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Answer.  I  do  not  think  I  saw  him. 

Question.  Did  you  see  Charles  Whidden? 

Ariswer.  I  do  not  think  I  did;  That  was  the  one  I  answered  in 
regard  to  first.  Then  I  did  not  know  but  I  had  seen  Judge  Whid- 
den in  the  meantune,  but  I  do  not  think  I  had. 

Question.  You  saw  neither  of  them  during  the  prosecution  of  this 
search  or  during  this  correspondence  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  I  did. 

Question.  Are  you  certain? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Did  not  you  go  to  Calais  during  this  time? 

An,stver.  I  have  no  recollection  of  anything  calling  me  to  Calais. 

Question.  Did  you  not  go  to  Calais  between  the  September  elec- 
tion and  the  correspondence  you  had  in  December? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  it. 

Question.  Not  at  all?  .  <    * 

Answer,  No. 

Question.  Did  you  go  to  Eastport? 

Answer.  Yes,  I  did  go  to  Eastport,  I  think,  twice. 

Question.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Leavitt? 

Answer.  I  do  hot  think  I  saw  Leavitt  till  after  the  October  term 
of  Court. 

Question.  Did  you  see  Leavitt  during  the  prosecution  of  this 
enterprise? 

Answer.  Oh,  yes. 

Question.  How  many  times? 

Answer.  I  saw  him  at  least  twice,  in  my  opinion. 

Question.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Bums  during  that  time? 

Answer.  It  is  barely  possible  I  saw  him  every  time  I  went  to 
Eastport,  but  if  so  I  simply  passed  him. 

Question.  And  Mr.  French? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  do  not  veiy  often  go  to  Eastport  without  seeing 
French,  and  Leavitt  if  he  is  there? 

Question.  In  reference  to  those  technicalities  in  certain  towns 
round  about  you,  did  you  go  into  those  towns  and  take  aiBdavits, 
yourself? 

Answer.  Yes,  after  a  while. 

Question.  At  whose  suggestion  did  you  go  into  those  towns  and 
take  affidavits? 

Answer.  The  suggestion  came  from  my  own  mind,  but  it  resulted 
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from  a  conversatioii  which  General  Murray,  United  States  Marshal, 
had  with  me. 

Question,  Who  suggested  to  you  to  take  these  affidavits? 

Answer,  Nobody  but  myself. 

Q^est^on»  Did  you  have  any  direction  or  instruction  from  anybody 
in  r^^ard  to  it? 

Answer.  No. 

Q^est^(m,  To  take  these  affidavits? 

Answer.  Oh !  yes ;  to  take  some,  but  not  tho3e  I  took.  Burns' 
letter  gave  me  instruction  to  go  to  Robbinston  and  take  four  deposi- 
tions at  the  request  of  McNichol,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Demo- 
cratic State  Committee,  and  it  is  possible  that  I  had  from  McNichol 
before  I  got  Bums'  letter. 

Question.  Do  you  not  think  you  had  correspondence  with  and  let- 
ters from  McNichol? 

Answer.  I  never  had  a  letter  from,  him,  I  think,  during  that  time 
on  9kny  matter  of  this  kind. 

Question.  Or  any  interview  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  I  did  with  him. 

Question.  What  is  it  you  might  have  had  from  him? 

Answer.  I  might  have  had  a  letter  frt>m  McNichol  or  some  one, 
communicating  that  request  as  coming  from  him. 

Question.  Have  you  any  letters  you  had  frx>m  McNichol  ? 

Answer.  No ;  there  were  certain  things  in  my  mind  that  led  me 
to  have  doubts  whether  I  received  any. 

Question.  Do  not  you  believe,  on  thinking  it  over,  3'ou  had  some 
letter  frt)m  McNichol  ? 

An,swer.  I  would  not  think  I  did. 

Question.  What  was  it  you  referred  to  when  you  said  you  might 
have  had  it  from  him  before  you  had  it  from  Bums  ? 

Answer.  On  looking  at  Bums'  letter  now,  this  letter  is  dated 
Eastport,  and  says:  ^^  I  came  from  Calais  yesterday^**  and  then  he 
goes  on  to  state  what  McNichol  wanted  me  to  do  at  Robbinston  on 
the  next  Monday.  It  is  in  regard  to  evidence  of  briber}'.  I  will 
read  the  whole  of  it  if  you  wish.  This  does  not  give  me  all  the 
information  I  had.  I  must  have  had  somebody  tell  me.  I  had 
information  that  Bums,  in  going  towards  Calais,  had  got  sick  and 
expected  to  die  in  Robbinston,  and  somebody  wanted  me  to  go  and 
see  him,  and  I  was  making  haste  to  get  there.  I  know  when  I  got 
there  I  expected  to  find  Bums  at  O'Brion's  hotel.    I  found  he  was 
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not  there ;  and  a  good  deal  I  had  heard  abont  his  being  so  sick  was  not 
true.  Therefore  I  am  not  absolutely  certain  whether  I  went  on  Mon- 
day' after  November  eighth,  as  he  asked  me  to,  or  whether  I  went 
prior  to  Monday,  but  I  think  I  went  on  that  Monday,  and  I  under- 
stood that  he  was  there.  It  might  be  I  had  not  read  Bums'  letter. 
It  oft;entimes  takes  me  three  or  four  days  to  read  his  letter,  he  writes 
so  bad. 

Question.  Whether  you  had  heard  from  McNichol  before  that? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  but  some  one  had  told  me  he  wished  me 
to  go  there. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  from  McNichol? 

Answer.  No,  I  do  not  believe  I  heard  from  McNichol  during  the 
campaign  or  since. 

Question.  The  affidavits  you  had  started  to  take  in  the  towns 
around — ^what  was  to  be  done  with  them ;  where  were  they  to  be 
used? 

Answer.  My  recollection  is  I  made  one  myself  in  regard  to  a 
couple  of  votes  which  I  found  recorded  on  the  record  of  Edmunds 
as  not  thrown  for  "  Ephraim  K.  Smart"  but  "E.  K.  Smart,"  having 
what  I  thought  sufficient  evidence  to  show  those  two  votes  were  in- 
tended for  Ephraim  K.  Smart. 

Question.  Where  were  they  to  be  used? 

Answer.  That  affidavit,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  Town  Clerk's 
record,  I  made  and  caused  to  be  forwarded  to  Augusta  to  be  used 
before  the  Governor  and  Council  if  it  was  material,  and  deemed 
proper  by  the  parties  that,  would  represent  us,  and  I  supposed  it 
would  be  the  Fusion  committee. 

Question.  To  be  used  before  the  Governor  andOoundl? 

Answer.  That  is  what  I  intended. 

Question.  Did  you  make  any  other  affidavits  excepting  the  one 
you  have  referred  to  in  the  town  of  Edmunds  ? 

Answer.  No,  I  think  not. 

Question.  Are  you  positive  you  made  no  other  affidavits  excepting 
the  one  in  Edmunds,  in  relation  to  the  two  votes  thrown  for  you  for 
County  Attorney? 

Answer.  No,  I  do  not  believe  I  did. 

Question.  Look  at  that  (paper  shown  witness)  and  see  whether  it 
is  in  your  hand  writing? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  but  that  is  not  an  affidavit  sworn  to  by  me,  but  is 
an  affidavit  sworn  to  before  me  by  a  gentleman  residing  in  Dennys- 
ville,  and  was  to  apply  to  that. 
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Question.  Did  you  make  that  yourself? 

Answer.  Yee. 

Question.  Then  you  made  one  in  DennysviUe? 

Answer.  I  did,  two. 

Question.  Is  this  all  in  your  hand  writing? 

Answer.  I  think  it  is,  every  part. 

Question.  Including  the  signature  of  the  person  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  and  he  made  his  mark  as  is  usual. 

Question.  Witnessed  by  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  The  jurat  is  yours,  and  sworn  to  before  3'ou  ? 

Answer.  Just  what  it  purports  to  be.  [Witness  reads  affidavit 
to  the  Committee.] 

Question.  That  was  made  where  ? 

Answer.  At  the  dwelling-house  of  Ebenezer  Anthony  in  Dennys- 
viUe. His  son's  wife  was  present,  and  there  may  have  been  two  or 
three  little  chOdren  there. 

Question.  His  son's  wife  did  not  sign  as  a  witness  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  What  other  affidavits  ? 

Answer.  In  connection  with  that  I  had  the  affidavit  of  James 
Dunn. 

Question.  ^Did  you  write  the  affidavit? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  Is  it  here  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  Where  did  you  write  it? 

Answer.  I  think  at  John  N.  Anthony's,  which  was  also  the 
dwelling-bouse  of  James  Dunn. 

Question.  Did  you  write  it  in  the  presence  of  Anthony  and  Dunn? 

Answer.  I  think  Dunn  had  told  me  before  what  his  testimony 
would  be,  and  I  think  I  wrote  it  at  home ;  it  is  the  same  with  the 
others. 

Question.  When  you  started  out  on  this  trip  you  wrote  the  affi- 
davits before  you  started? 

Answer.  I  wrote  it  on  the  testimony  they  had  given  to  me  or 
statement  they  had  made  to  me  when  I  met  them  somewhere  on  the 
road  or  at  their  place. 

Question.  You  had  seen  these  parties  before  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  Dunn  and  John  N.  Anthony. 
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Qy£stio7i.  Were  these  affidavits  dianged  by  you  after  originally^ 
written  ? 

Answer.  No.  In  some  instances  I  missed  when  I  got  to  the  man ; 
it  is  possible  these  are  not  so ;  let  me  see  that. 

Question.  No ;  I  prefer  to  ask  you  withoat. 

Answer.  I  prepared  the  affidavitfr  in  the  first  place,  and  fband  in 
some  respects  they  were  wrong,  and  I  got  their  tnie  statement  and 
went  back  home  and  made  a  new  one,  perhaps.  I  expected  different 
names,  but  one  was  away  in  Boston,  and  therefore  I  had  to  make 
use  of  such  as  I  could  find.  Not  a  particle  of  change  was  made 
after  they  put  their  marks  or  signatures  on. 

Q^estion.  Whether  you  had  occasion  to  change  them  after  you 
had  made  them  and  before  the  witness  signed? 

Answer.  Yes ;  it  might  be  after  I  had  first  made  them  I  re-wrote. 

Question.  The  afl3davit  of  James  Dunn  is  witnessed  by  you.  Do 
you  remember  of  witnesising  it? 

Anstver.  I  do  not  remember  of  witnessing  it — ^because  I  had  the 
impression  that  he  wrote  his  name,  but  I  guess  he  makes  his  nuutk. 

Question.  It  is  certified  before  you  as  justice  ? 

Answer.  Yes.  [Witness  examines  affidavit.]  This  tells  the  story. 
The  facts  were  different  when  I  got  to  him  from  what  I  had  been 
informed.     I  endeavored  to  make  the  facts  appear. 

Question.  Did  you  take  affidavits  of  any  person  or  gersons  in  re- 
lation to  the  town  meeting  at  Charlotte? 

Answer.  Yes,  two  of  them. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  what  the  point  was  there? 

Answer.  Yes.  In  the  first  place,  I  was  informed  that  the  point  was 
a  little  different  from  what  it  turned  out ;  but  the  point,  if  I  recollect 
the  way  it  did  turn  out,  was,  the  Town  Clerk  held  the  check-list  and 
did  the  checking.  There  were  three  Selectmen,  not  present,  but  the 
board  was  composed  of  three,  one  Republican  and  two  Democrats  ; 
the  Republican  was  chairman,  and  he  took  diarge  of  the  ballot-box, 
and  it  seemed — ^that  is  what  appeared  to  me,  and  what  I  tried  to  put 
in  form — ^that  the  two  Democrats  were  ignored,  and  one  man  had 
charge  of  the  box ;  that  they  went  out  of  the  meeting  and  came  in 
and  found  even  that  man  out,  and  the  box  not  left  in  the  care  of 
anybody,  unless  the  Town  Clerk  might  have  been  there,  the  people 
standing  around  it. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  whose  affidavits  you  took? 

Answer.  The  two  Democratic  Selectmen,  Ebenezer  Royal  and  J. 
F.  Mahar. 
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Queatwn.  Were  those  affidavits  in  your  hand  writii^? 

Afuwer.  When  Mr.  Royal's  was  taken,  Brother  Rogers  was  witii 
me,  and  it  is  possible  some  of  it  is  in  his  hand  writing,  but  the  other 
must  be  my  hand  writing,  for  I  think  I  was  alone.  [Witness  exam- 
ines affidavits.]     Royal's  appears  to  be  all  in  my  hand  writing.  ' 

Qaestwn,  Is  it  witnessed  and  sworn  to  before  you? 

Answer.  There  is  no  witnessing,  but  it  was  sworn  to  before  me. 

Quegtion.  The  affidavit  of  Mahar, — ^is  that  your  hand  writing,  and 
sworn  to  before  you? 

Answer.  Yes,  I  think  that  is  all  in  my  writing  excepting  his  signa- 
ture. 

Question.  That  is  in  reference  to  the  same  point? 

Answer.  Yea. 

Question.  Did  you  take  any  affidavits  in  Robbinston? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Whose? 

Answer.  My  recollection  is  I  took  James  W.  Cox,  Hiram  Hunt, 
and  S.  CVBrion,  the  hotel  keeper. 

Question.  What  was  the  point  there  ? 

Answer.  I  had  incqpected  the  record,  and  found  that  the  record 
gave  the  name  of  our  candidate  for  County  Treasurer,  Joseph 
Wilder,  Jr.,  as  ^^'Jos^h  Wilder,'*  and  also  gave  our  candidate  for 
Senator,  John  T.  Wallace,  Jr.,  as  '^John  T.  WaUace."  I  therefore 
saw  we  were  hit  twice  by  the  record.  I  also  saw  the  other  side  was 
bit  once  in  their  representative ;  Robert  M.  Loring  was  the  candidate 
I  supposed,  and  in  Robbinston  the  Town  Clerk  had  made  the  record 
as  ^'  Sobert  Loring, **  I  think  I  am  right.  I  took  a  copy  of  the 
record  certified  by  the  Town  Clerk,  and  then  went  to  these  gentle- 
men to  get  testimony  that  they  voted  for  Joseph  Wilder,  Jr. ,  and 
JcAm  T.  Wallace,  Jr.,  and  that  they  intended  to  vote  for  the  nomi- 
nees by  the  proper  name. 

Question.  Where  was  this  affidavit  written  ? 

An»wer.  I  do  not  think  that  the  two  of  them  were  there.  I  think 
I  wrote  them  at  Mr.  Hnnf  s  store,  in  his  presence ;  I  told  him  what 
I  wanted  and  he  furnished  me  paper  and  a  chance  to  write ;  he  was 
shipping  potatoes  at  the  time,  on  his  wharf,  and  it  is  possible  I 
might  have  waited  for  him  to  come  back.  I  recoUeet  now  he  was 
awav,  because  when  he  did  come  he  could  not  swear  to  it  in  the 
manner  I  had  it  written  originally. 

Question.  [Paper  shown  Witness.]     That  paper  is  made  by  you?  . 
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Answer.  Yes.  The  other  two  affidavits  were  made  at  the  same 
place,  Mr.  Hunt's ;  and  then  I  went  to  the  other  gentlemen  and  had 
them  sign  them. 

Question.  The  paper  marked  ^^ Exhibit  9,  G.  D.  -B.,    Clerk  of 
Cammitteej'* — the  one  just  shown  you, — ^is  an  affidavit  in  your  hand 
writing? 

Anstver.  Yes. 

Question.  The  affidavits  in  that  paper  were  drawn  by  you  and  are 
in  your  hand  writing? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  And  were  sworn  to  before  you? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  At  the  date  they  appear  to  have  been  made,  November 
eighth,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  no  doubt  of  it,  unless  I  made  a  mistake. 

Qtiestion.  Were  j'ou  the  only  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  your  town 
or  in  any  other  town  about,  where  these  affidavits  were  taken? 

Answer.  So  far  as  Robbinston,  I  rather  think  Mr.  Buck  is,  but  do 
not  absolutely  know  who. 

Question.  Is  there  not  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  each  one  of  the 
other  towns  ? 

Answer.  In  Edmunds  there  is  a  Trial  Justice,  Haywood,  living 
three  or  four  miles  below,  in  Edmunds.  That  was  sworn  to  before 
Mr.  Levi  in  Pembroke. 

Question.  Is  there  not  another  justice  in  Dennysville  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  at  the  village. 

Question.  In  each  of  those  towns  where  the  affidavits  are  laid  are 
there  not  other  justices  of  the  peace  besides  you  i 

Answer.  Yes,  I  know  there  are. 

Question.  So  there  was  no  necessity  of  your  making  out  these 
affidavits, — ^}ou  being  a  candidate ? 

Answer.  Only  to  save  expense.   I  had  not  the  means  to  pay  for  it. 

Mr.  Hale  read  affidavit  in  regard  to  Robbinston. 

Question,  This  affidavit  was  as  to  the  man  they  intended  to  vote 
for? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  What  did  you  do  with  that  affidavit? 

Answer.  1  know  this,  and  it  is  all  I  can  state,  that  within  a  few 
days  of  each  other  I  put  two  packages  in  envelopes  addressed  to 
Charles  R.  Whidden,  Calais,  and  deposited  them  in  the  hands  of 
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John  N.  Young  of  Baring,  who  has  the  contract  for  carrying  the 
mail,  to  personlly  deliver  to  Whidden  or  Judge  Whidden  or  Mr. 
McNiehol ;  I  do  not  think  I  gave  him  any  further  libert}'. 

Question.  Where  was  the  paper  to  go,  to  be  used  ? 

Answer.  My  intention  was,  to  be  used  b}'  the  Committee  if  they 
thought  it  material. 

Question.  Committee  of  the  Council? 

Answer.  No ;  the  Democratic  and  Greenback  Committee  suppos- 
ing that  somebody  would  appear  and  act  for  them  if  there  was  any 
contest.  I  supposed  they  would  get  here,  that  the\'  would  put  them 
on  their  course. 

Question.  Before  what  body  were  the  counsel  for  the  Democratic 
and  Greenback  party  to  use  them? 

Answer.  Finally  the  Governor  and  Council,  provided  the  parties 
who  were  going  to  inspect  deemed  it  impoi'taut. 

Question.  They  were  to  be  used  before  the  Governor  and  Council  ? 

Answer.  If  needed  and  material. 

Question.  Look  at  the  Senatorial  return  for  town  of  Robbinston 
and  give  me  the  names  of  the  candidates  as  there  returned  ? 

Answer.  I  take  it  for  granted  this  is  the  return.  "  The  persons 
voted  far  severally  received  the  number  of  votes  following,  viz:  For 
Austin  Harris,  93;  Alden  Bradford^  97;  James  R.  Talbot,  63; 
John  T.  Wallace,  66.'' 

Question.  It  is  not  '*John  T.  Wallace,  Jr.  ?" 

Answer.  No;  I  knew  nothing  about  what  the  return  might  be. 
I  only  judged  from  the  record. 

Question.  Look  at  the  tabulation  of  the  Governor  and  Council  for 
Senators  from  Washington  county — Senatorial  district — ^and  examine 
the  return  of  the  town  of  Robbinston  and  see  to  whom  the  sixty-five 
votes  are  credited. 

Atiswer.  James  R.  Talbot  is  credited  on  the  tabulation,  if  this  is 
it,  with  sixtj'-three  votes,  John  T.  Wallace,  Jr.,  with  sixt^'-five, 
Austin  Harris,  ninety-five,  Alden  Bradford,  ninetj'-seven. 

Question.  The  tabulation  is  the  same  as  the  return  with  the  excep- 
tion that  the  sixty-five  votes  in  the  return  given  to  ''  John  T  WcU- 
luceT  are  in  the  tabulation  *' John  T.  Wallace,  Jr.  ?" 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Did  you  take  any  affidavits  in  Robbinston  except  the 
affidavits  of  Hunt,  O'Brion  and  Cox,  with  reference  to  their  inten- 
tion in  voting? 
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Answer.  No. 

Question.  Have  jou  ever,  since  those  affidavits  left  your  hands 
and  were  delivered  up  to  be  used,  if  neoessary,  before  the  Governor 
and  Council,  seen  them  till  to-day,  in  the  hands  of  this  Committee  ? 

Answer.  I  have  not. 

Question.  You  have  no  doubt  these  are  the  affidavits  originally 
made  out  by  you? 

Answer.  I  have  not.  That  is  my  hand  writing.  I  never  made 
and  put  m}^  jurat  to  any  other  than  those. 

Qujestion.  What  had  led  you  to  believe,  at  t^e  time  you  took  these 
affidavits,  that  there  was  a  necessity  for  it? 

Answer.  An  inspection  of  the  record  of  the  town — ^I  did  not  go 
up  there  to  inspect  it,  but  being  there  I  saw  it  and  this  thing  popped 
out  on  me. 

Question.  Not  only  does  the  return  show  that  the  vote  was  given 
for  ^'John  T.  WaUcLce'*  but  the  record  of  tl>e  town  shows  it,  and 
that  is  what  gave  you  the  first  information  that  this  affidavit  was 
needed? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  did  not  know  whether  that  would  be  material. 

Question.  You  knew  your  candidate  for  Senator  was  John  T. 
Wallace,  Jr.  ? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  And  the  record  of  the  town  shows  it  was  for  ^^John  T, 
Wallace  r 

Answer.  It  did  then. 

Question.  So  it  was  not  a  question  of  correcting  the  return  by  the 
record? 

Answer.  No- 

Question.  But  coiTecting  the  return  and  the  record  by  affidavits? 

Answer.  Yes ;  showing  whom  the}'^  intended  to  vote  for.  I  had 
not  read  the  law,  but  it  was  swimming  around  in  my  head  that  it 
authorized  it ;  I  thought  it  did  at  the  time.  I  wish  to  make  one 
explanation,  so  far  as  sending  these  things  along  in  the  hands  of 
these  men  that  I  authorized  their  being  delivered  to ;  there  was  no 
arrangement,  only  I  supposed  they  were  gentlemen  who  would  put 
them  in  the  right  place. 

Br  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Question.  Where  they  would  do  the  most  good? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  do  the  most  good  to  justice.  It  is  possible  that  I 
might  have  had  a  direction  from  Whidden  to  send  along  to  him  or 
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there  and  they  would  forward  them.  I  have  kind  of  an  impression 
of  something  of  that  kind.  In  the  drawing  of  the  affidayit  the 
ground  I  took  was  this :  as  matter  of  law  the  ^^  c7r."  is  no  part  of 
the  name, — is  a  description  of  the  person. 

Question.  What  was  the  need  of  the  affidavit? 

Answer.  I  doubted  whether  there  was  any  need,  but  I  thought 
there  would  be  evidence  to  show  the  identity  of  the  person  voted 
for. 

Question.  The  Governor  and  Council  carry  out  certain  other  votes 
to  "John  T.  Wallace,  Jr.  ?' 

Answer.  I  am  not  responsible  for  what  they  did. 

Question.  I  perceive  that  in  the  affidavit  you  prepared  for  Hiram 
Hunt,  and  to  which  he  h%s  made  his  signature,  that  you  say,  and  he 
says,  that  the  votes  that  were  thrown  for  ^^  Joseph  WUdei^'  for  County 
Treasurer,  were  intends  to  be  cast  for  Joseph  Wilder,  Jr.  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  the  young  man  and  not  his  father. 

Question.  I  find  that  in  the  other  affidavits  the  same  declaration  is 
inade,  and  that  was  signed  and  sworn  to  by  them? 

Anstoer.  Yes.    They  were  drawn  in  haste. 

Question.  Look  at  the  docket,  and  tell  me  how  the  votes  were  tab- 
ulated in  Robbinston?     [Tabulation  passed  to  witness.] 

Answer.  For  "Joseph  Wilder,  Jr.,"  in  this  paper  presented  to  me. 

Question.  I  understood  yon  to  say  you  did  not  consider  the  "Jr." 
as  any  part  of  liie  name,  either  of  Wallace  or  Wilder? 

Answer.  I  did  not.  My  impression  would  be,  if  you  find  the  state- 
ment I  sent  with  this  document,  that  I  summed  it  up  in  that  way.  I 
thought  where  there  were  two  men  in  existence,  one  known  without 
the  Jr.,  and  the  other  with  the  Jr.,  that  there  should  be  some  evi- 
dence to  identify. 

Question.  Have  you  not  said  you  did  not  think  it  was  necessary 
to  have  these  affidavits? 

Ariswer.  It  might  have  been  in  a  contest. 

Question.  Was  there  any  contest  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  No ;  but  I  apprehended  there  might  be. 

Question.  Had  you  ever  known  before  in  your  life  of  any  Gov- 
ernor or  Council  rejecting  votes  for  a  man  because  the  Jr.  was  left 
off  of  his  name? 

Answer.  I  am  not  very  familiar  with  anything  of  that  kind  unless 
it  comes  where  I  am  connected ;  but  I  do  not  recollect  that  I  had  at 
that  tame  or  have  now. 
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Question.  If  you  had  not,  tell  me  how  you  came  to  think  there 
was  a  contest  to  arise,  and  what  contest? 

Answer.  As  I  have  already  stated,  the  papers  had  given  it  out  as 
a  fact,  that  certain  candidates  were  elected ;  that  was  sent  forward 
by  the  fHends  of  the  candidates,  and  that  effort  being  made  had  a 
tendency  to  show  that  that  was  a  mistake,  which  naturally  caused  to 
arise  in  my  mind  the  idea  that  the  opposite  party,  when  they  saw 
this  effort  was  being  made,  would  put  in  to  off-set  irregularities  which 
might  be  shown  in  other  places.  If  it  came  to  that,  I  wanted  par- 
ties to  have  them  in  their  hands  to  use  and  provide,  against  acci- 
dent. 

Question.  You  have  already  stated  that  you  did  not  consider  the 
"  Jr."  was  any  part  of  the  name,  and  that  you,  to  j'our  recollection, 
never  had  known  such  an  omission  of  Jr.  to  cause  votes  to  be 
thrown  out ;  now  I  want  to  know  from  what  source  or  person  did 
you  get  the  idea  which  caused  you  to  go  about  and  take  these  affi- 
davits in  relation  to  the  omission  of  this  word  "  Junior;"  why  did 
you  think  the  Governor  and  Council  would  adopt  that  rule  of  con- 
struction which  would  throw  votes  out  if  they  were  thrown  for 
"  John  T.  Wallace  "  instead  of  John  T.  Wallace,  Jr.  9 

Answer.  Had  I  been  of  the  Council  or  in  the  position  of  Governor, 
and  such  returns  came  up  with  the  ^'  Jr."  off,  and  also  returns  with 
the  ^'  Jr."  on,  with  evidence  put  in  that  there  were  two  men  in  the 
district  voted  for,  one  property  designated  without  the  "Jr."  and 
the  other  with  the  "  Jr."  I  would  not  count  them  all  in  one. 

Question.  Did  you  or  not  mean  to  say  that  the  "  Jr."  was  not  a 
part  of  the  name  ? 

Answer.  1  understood  you  to  be  a  lawyer,  and  to  understand  that 
as  matter  of  law  the  *'  Jr."  is  no  part  of  the  name,  only  a  descrip- 
tion to  identify  the  person. 

Question.  Had  you  any  intimation  from  any  person  that  there  was 
to  be  a  rule  of  construction  by  the  Governor  and  C6uncil  which 
would  throw  out  votes  if  the  "  Jr."  was  left  off? 

Answer.  No ;  and  I  tried  my  best  to  find  out  whether  there  was 
anything  of  the  kind.  I  think  I  had  before  this  put  questions  to 
Mr.  Leavitt,  Adjutant  General,  to  know  if  he  knew  the  opinion  on 
an}'  point  of  this  kind,  and  he  told  me  distinctly  nobody  could  tell, 
— no  opinion  was  formed. 

Question.  If  you  had  no  knowledge  that  the  Governor  and  Coun- 
cU  would  adopt  that  rule  of  construction  why  was  it  you  went 
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around  taking  affidavits  showing  that  votes  without  the  ^^  JrJ'  were 
for  the  same  man  as  those  with  the  ^^  Jr,  f* 

Answer,  For  prudential  reasons. 

Question.  Had  3'ou  ever  done  it  in  any  election  before? 

Ansioer.  I  do  not  think  I  had  ever  taken  part  in  a  contest  after 
election  before. 

Question.  Had  you  ever  known  of  its  being  done  in  any  election 
before? 

Answer.  I  never  had  known  of  any  discrepancy  where  the  ''  Jr." 
alone  was  the  point. 

By  Mr.  HALE : 

Question.  During  this  enterprise  of  yours  did  you  go  to  the  town 
of  Marion? 

Answer.  I  did,  but  not  with  the  intention  of  anything  of  this  kind, 
but  on  a  business  matter  outside. 

Question.  Did  you  have  with  you  when  you  went  to  Marion,  a 
blank  return  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  and  wherever  I  went  for  weeks  before,  and  prior  to 
the  election,  I  had  with  me  the  same. 

Question.  The  blank  returns  ? 

Answer.  The  same. 

Question.  Were  they  blank  returns  ? 

Answer.  I  had  but  one,  only  as  a  memorandum  to  show  me  what 
the  law  was. 

Question.  How  many  blank  returns? 

Answer.  I  had  but  one  election  return ;  I  do  not  recollect  of  hav- 
ing but  one. 

Question.  Where  did  you  get  that  blank? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  where  I  got  it,  but  I  will  tell  you  all  I  do 
know  ;  sometime  prior  to  election  some  parties  came  to  our  place  in 
regard  to  the  campaign,  or  interested  in  it,  who  were  likely  to  be 
where  these  things  could  be  obtained,  and  I  requested  that  they  send 
to  me  blanks  that  might  be  needed  before  election,  and  to  include 
among  them  a  blank  of  this  kind. 

Question.  Sometime  before  election  you  requested  certain  parties 
to  send  you  election  blanks  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  teU  whom  I  did  request. 

Question.  Such  as  might  be  needed? 

Answer.  Yes.    It  might  have  been  Mr.  Levi  of  our  town. 

Question.  Are  you  a  Town  Clerk? 
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Answer.  No. 

QyssHon.  Do  you  not  know  that  the  Governor  and  Coondl  ftir- 
nish  every  town  with  every  blank  that  it  needs  ? 

Answer.  I  presume  so. 

Quetstion.  What  did  you  need  election  blanks  before  election  fbr? 

Answer.  I  am  going  to  tell  you ;  I  was  being  asked  often  by  par- 
ties whom  I  had  directed,  where  there  were  Democratic  towns,  and 
the  officers  were  Republicans,  to  stand  by  and  watch  and  carefuUy 
inspect  the  making  of  the  record  and  see  to  it  it  was  made  up  right ; 
and  if  it  was  not  made  up  right  and  they  refused  to  make  it  right, 
for  those  opposed  to  elect  a  new  board  to  do  it  then  and  there,  then 
have  the  whole  thing  done  themselves  in  order  to  insure  a  correct 
return,  so  there  would  not  be  any  mistake.  We  had  been  counted 
out  quite  a  niunber  of  times  in  the  past.  In  reference  to  this  mat- 
ter, the  Senatorial  return  contained  the  most  information  that  I  and 
others  would  be  likely  not  to  know ;  for  instance,  not  half  of  us 
know  the  number  of  the  Senatorial  district,  and  it  would  call  my 
attention  to  the  fact  that  that  had  got  to  be  in,  and  I  could  inform 
them  if  they  did  not  know ;  don't  you  see  ?  Also  I  could  show  them 
by  the  law  and  form  what  had  got  to  be  done  with  them,  not  to 
deliver  it  to  them,  but  as  a  memorandum  for  me ;  but  I  found  Dem- 
ocratic men  were  pretty  well  posted  in  regard  to  the  matter. 

Question.  You  were  there  before  election  with  election  blanks  to 
be  used,  if  you  considered  necessary,  in  towns  where  blanks  had 
already  been  sent? 

Answer.  No.  I  was  to  instruct  those  men  to  stand  by  when  the 
officers  were  adverse  to  the  majority,  and  see  it  was  done  correctly, 
to  instruct  them  so  they  would  know  when  it  was  done  right. 

Qujestion.  How  did  you  propose  to  use  them,  providing  the  men 
who  were  watching  the  votes  could  not  have  the  returns  made  up  to 
suit  them  ?  how  were  they  going  to  use  the  election  blanks  ? 

Answer.  Unless  they  could  get  those  in  the  hands  of  the  Town 
Clerk  they  would  not  have  any,  but  they  could  keep  their  meeting 
open  and  send  for  aid. 

Question.  And  fill  up  the  other  blanks? 
Answer.  No ;  they  might  have  made  some. 

Question.  What  did  you  get  the  extra  blanks  for,  unless  they  were 
to  be  used,  as  you  stated,  in  towns  where  the  returns  were  not  made 
up  to  suit  you? 

Answer.  This  was  a  memorandum  for  me  whenever  I  might  for- 
get ;  so  I  might  give  instructio(i  if  needed. 
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Question.  Yon  said  you  requested  parties  to  fVirnish  you  with  other 
blanks  to  be  filled  up  ? 

Armcer,  I  was  given  instruction  to  prosecute  for  attempt  at 
bribery. 

Question.  From  the  Secretary's  office? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  did  you  mean  by  saying  you  requested  parties  to* 
furnish  you  with  other  blanks  ? 

Answer.  They  .were  to  communicate  with  some  of  the  Greenback 
or  Democratic  committee  where  they  could  get  them,  for  them  to 
furnish  me,  and  the  blank  complaints  came  to  me  in  a  larger  envel- 
ope than  this,  and  those  I  took  out  and  this  (blank  Senatorial 
retom)  I  left.  I  have  no  particular  recollection  just  the  time  I 
received  this  one,  but  finding  it  in  that  envelope  those  were  sent  to 
me  in,  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  did  come  into  my  hands  that 
way.  No  particle  of  writing  came  in  it  excepting  the  direction  to 
me  on  the  outside. 

Question.  What  did  you  mean  when  you  said  that  you  requested 
to  be  furnished  with  blanks  so  that  in  case  town  officers,  who  were 
against  you,  persisted  in  making  them  up  wrong  you  might  have  the 
blank  properly  filled  up  and  if  necessary  elect  officers  that  would  do* 

it? 

ATiswer.  I  meant  this,  that  the  law  allows  the  voters  assembled 
under  a  warrant,  when  the  town  officers  refiise  to  act,  even  though 
present,  to  elect  enough  to  make  a  majority  of  the  board.  My 
judgment  was  they  would  have  authority  to  elect,  if  a  Clerk  should 
refuse  to  act. 

Question.  What  did  you  mean  by  that  they  were  to  be  prepared 
to  stand  by,  and  if  the  officers  of  the  town  did  not  do  the  right  thing 
^t  the  people  might  elect  another  board  and  make  up  the  right 
returns  ? 

Answer.  That  the  making  is  substantially,  as  I  understand  it 
under  the  law,  in  the  hands  of  the  voters ;  that  the  officers  are  their 
servants  and  not  their  masters, — servants  to  do  what  the  law 
requires  of  them,  and  they  must  do  it  right,  and  if  they  refuse  and 
do  it  wrong  it  is  a  neglect  of  duty  and  the  law  authorizes  the  voters- 
to  do  it. 

Question.  You  proposed  to  be  prepared  for  such  an  emergency? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
16 
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Question.  How  long  before  election  did  you  have  consultation 
with  parties  in  your  party  as  to  being  prepared  and  armed  with  the 
proper  documents  in  the  event  of  election  returns  being  made  incor- 
rectly? 

Answer,  After  the  canvass  was  getting  pretty  weU  along. 

Question,  About  how  long? 

Answer.  After  they  had  got  through  with  the  discussion, — ^not 
through,  because  we  had  meetings  clear  up  to  Saturday  night,  but 
through  the  material  part  of  the  discussion ;  thea  my  attention  was 
directed  to  the  question  of  having,  at  the  polls,  a  proper  attendance 
of  inspectors. 

Question.  Was  that  probably  within  ten  days  before  election  that 
you  had  this  consultation  and  made  this  request? 

Answer.  It  might  have  been,  and  it  might  have  been  less. 

Question.  With  whom  did  you  consult  or  confer  about  that  matter? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  3'ou  any  more  definite  than  I  have.  I  had 
the  impression  that  I  once  or  twice  called  Mr.  Levi's  attention  that 
I  thought  he  was  not  doing  and  was  likely  to  miss.  I  do  not 
recollect  whom  we  had  down  there  that  was  going  up  Calais  way. 

Question,  Who  were  the  parties  that  came  to  town  that  you 
spoke  of  ? 

An.swer.  I  think  it  might  have  J;^en  a  speaker,  or  Mr.  McNichol 
or  Charles  R.  Whidden. 

Question,  Was  Charles  R.  Whidden  there  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  he  was. 

Question.  Did  you  see  him  within  a  month  before  election? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say. 

Question.  You  were  interested  in  this  canvass  ? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  How  long  before  election  had  you  been  nominated  as 
County  Attorney  ? 

Answer.  My  first  nomination  was  m  June  by  the  Greenbackers, 
and  aft^er  that  by  the  Democrats  ;  when  that  was  I  cannot  say.  I 
was  at  Calais  and  saw  Whidden  once  or  twice  between  the  two  con- 
ventions. 

Question.  Where  were  the  conventions  ? 

Answer.  I  think  both  in  Machias. 

Question,  You  were  interested  in  the  canvass  ? 

Answer,  I  was  not  interested  as  a  candidate  till  the  Democratic 
convention.  I  was  intending  to  withdraw  and  have  another  nomi- 
nated. 
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Question.  Bat  yon  took  an  interest  after  jonr  second  nomination? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  took  an  interest  before  the  convention  was  called. 

Question,  You  saw  the  speakers  who  came  there  ? 

Anstoer.  I  did. 

Question.  You  spoke  to  parties  who  came  to  town  about  being 
prepared  so  you  could  have  proper  safeguards? 

Answer.  I  am  a  little  mixed  in  regard  to  the  two  years.  We 
were  running  a  Fusion  ticket  two  years.  At  some  time  Mr.  Pierce 
was  there,  and  it  seems  to  me  he  was  not  there  the  last  year.  I 
know  I  sent  by  Pierce  for  certain  things. 

Question.  Did  you  talk  with  anybody  about  ftimishing  you  proper 
safeguards  for  the  polls  two  years  ago  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question.  Who  was  it  you  talked  with,  of  certain  parties  that 
came  to  your  town,  about  this  matter  of  being  fhmished  so  that  the 
polls  might  be  properly  guarded  and  there  might  be  proper  returns? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  absolutely. 

Question.  Whom  did  you  have  in  your  mind  when  you  said  that 
you  did  talk  with  certam  parties  that  came  to  your  town? 

Answer.  It  might  have  been  Wallace  Brown ;  I  think  he  came 
down  and  brought  a  speaker,  and  he  was  going  back  to  Calais. 

Question.  You  think  you  may  have  talked  with  him  about  that? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  When  did  you  get  that  blank  that  you  had? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say.  The  first  I  knew  of  it,  it  was  inside  this 
envelope  that  brought  and  contained  those  bribery  blanks. 

Question.  Was  it  in  answer  to  any  letter  you  had  written  to  an}^- 
body? 

Anstjoer.  It  was  not. 

Question.  It  came  by  mail? 

Anstcer.  It  is  possible  it  might  have  come  to  Mr.  Levi,  or  he 
might  have  brought  it,  but  I  think  it  came  by  mail,  and  came  open ; 
I  think  it  came  as  a  circular  to  me. 

Question.  Postmarked  where  ? 

Answer.  Parties  have  told  me  they  believed  it  came  from  Calais, 
but  I  have  always  had  the  impression  it  came  from  Augusta. 

Question.  Printed  matter? 

Answer.  Yes.  That  envelope  was  big  enough  so  it  went  in.  I 
carried  with  it  sheets  of  paper  folded  up  which  I  wanted  to  take 
down  evidence  on,  or  what  speakers  said. 
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Question.  Have  you  got  the  envelope  they  came  in? 

Answer,  No.  That  envelope  tore  out,  soon  after  I  was  at 
Marion,  so  it  would  not  hold  anything,  and  I  destroyed  the  envelope 
and  threw  it  into  the  waste  basket ;  then  I  put  all  my  memoranda 
into  this  other  one  and  this  broke  down  some. 

Qysstion.  That  envelope  is  gone  ? 

Answer.  That  wore  out  in  my  pocket. 

Qiiestion.  It  was  your  impression  that  that  came  from  Augusta? 

Answer.  That  is  my  impression,  but  somebody  undertook  to  tell 
me  those  blanks  were  printed  at  Whidden's,  but  I  supposed  they 
came  fh)m  Augusta. 

Question.  That  was  your  impression  at  the  time? 

Ansioer.  It  was. 

Question.  You  had  the  blank  at  Marion  when  you  went  there  ? 

Answer.  I  had  these  other  papers,  and  I  thipk  likely  I  had  that 
with  memoranda  at  that  time ;  when  I  found  it  I  found  it  with  those 
in  it. 

Question.  Where  did  you  get  this  envelope  that  you  have  here? 

Answer.  It  was  inside  of  that  one  that  included  those  other 
blanks  with  a  return  there  is  in  there,  because  when  that  original 
envelope  broke  down,  the  outside  envelope,  I  transferred  them  inside 
the  other. 

Question.  This  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  original  papers  that 
came  to  you? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  The  things  that  came  to  you  in  the  origi^  envelope, 
you  supposed  were  f]x>m  Augusta,  were  blanks,  and  this  was  one  of 
them? 

Answer.  That  came  just  as  it  is,  and  the  others  were  blanks  ¥rith 
an  envelope  right  over  the  whole. 

Question.  The  larger  envelope  contained  the  other  blanks,  and 
this  (blank  return)  included? 

Answer.  Yes.  That  is  my  first  knowledge  of  it.  I  found  it  in  there 
and  consulted  it  whenever  I  wished. 

Question.  This  blank  contained  in  this  envelope  is  a  blank  Sena- 
torial return? 

Answer.  It  is. 

Question.  The  same  as  comes  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Town 
Oflicers? 

Answer.  I  suppose  so. 
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Question,  It  is  headed  ^*' Blank  No.  2.  Return  of  votes  for  Sena- 
tors. Tovm  of  [blank]  County  ©/'[blank.]  [blank]  Senatorial 
Distnct.    1879'*? 

Anstcer.  Yes. 

Question.  At  the  bottom  ^^  Important  I    Notice  to  Clerks"  f 

Answer.  Yes. 

Q;u£stion.  With  the  notices  following? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Q^estion.  And  blanks  for  the  votes  on  the  other  pages  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  and  containing  reference  to  the  Statutes  and  Con- 
9titutio]i.r 

Question.  And  that  blank  came  in  the  envelope  which  you  now 
hand  to  me? 

Answer.  I  found  it  in  there,  the  first  I  knew  of  it. 

Question.  And  this  envelope  is  directed  in  printing :  '•  Jbr  the  Sec- 
retary of  State y  Augusta^  Maine.  Tliis  contains  a  list  of  votes  given 
by  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Tovm  of  [blank]  in  the  County  of  [blank] 
for  Senators  for  the  [blank]  Senatorial  district,  on  the  second  Mon- 
day of  September^  1879^  sealed  up  in  open  town  meeting  by  [three 
blanks]  iS'eZ^c^men.  -4ttesf  [blank]  Town  Clerk"?  Did  you  advise 
the  Clerk  of  Marion  to  make  up  a  new  return  after  election  ? 

Answer.  Substantially,  yes ;  but  perhaps  not  quite,  yes. 

Question.  State  what  you  advised  the  Town  Clerk  in  Marion  ? 

Anstcer.  Mr.  Fenderson  of  Marion,  and  the  Town  Clerk,  came  to 
my  place,  so  I  was  informed  by  my  wife  when  I  arrived  home  one 
day,  to  see  me  in  regard  to  a  claim  which  the  town  or  town  treasurer 
of  Marion  had  against  Fenderson  as  tax  collector,  which  they  wished 
me  to  investigate. 

Question.  This  was  after  election  ? 

Ajiswer.  Yes.  Not  finding  me  there  they  made  an  arrangement, 
so  my  wife  said,  that  I  should  go  up  Saturda}' ;  and  what  has  gone 
before  in  those  afiSdavits,  has  shown  to  me  wh^re  I  was  to  be  Satur- 
day and  why  I  could  not  go.  I  could  not  go  Saturday,  but  I  was 
not  engaged  for  the  next  day  after  my  visit  to  Eastport,  and  I  told 
her  so.  So  the  next  day  after  my  return  from  Eastport  I  went  to 
Marion  to  attend  to  that  matter.  Before  that  Fenderson  had  asked 
me  to  see  to  it  that  James  R.  Talbot,  Democratic  candidate  for  Sen- 
ator got  a  vote  which  they  had  cheated  him  out  of,  and  he  thought  I 
would  be  able  to  fix  it  so  he  would  have  his  rights.  He  seemed  to 
feel  a  good  deal  annoyed  about  it.     When  I  got  there  I  told  him  to 
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tell  Smith,  the  Town  Clerk,  who  represented  the  Town  Treasurer  in 
this  investigation,  to  come  np.     He  says,  '^  Now  I  want  joa  to  quiz 
him  in  regard  to  what  I  told  you  in  regard  to  this  vote  and  get  it 
right  if  you  can."     I  told  him  I  would,  and  so  I  says,  "Tell  him  to 
bring  up  the  record  of  the  meeting  of  September  eighth."    When  he 
came  he  brought  it  and  expressed  a  great  deal  of  surprise  and  some- 
what of  temerity,  and  I  thought  was  a  little  shy.     He  did  not  know 
why  that  had  anything  to  do  with  the  matter  on  which  I  came.     I  told 
hun  I  was  interested  in  the  canvass  and  wanted  to  see  how  my  vote 
stood  recorded — ^if  it  was  right — ^and  all  my  friends.     He  said  they 
were  all  right,  and  opened  the  record  and  I  inspected  it.     I  think 
our  majority  was  only  two.     I  noticed  that  he  had  not  recorded  the 
whole  number  of  ballots  thrown,  in  any  case.     I  asked  him  if,  in 
making  up  his  retifrn,  he  had  reported  the  whole  number  of  votes  in 
each  of  those  cases  and  he  said  he  had  followed  the  blank.     I  said, 
^    You  have  no  doubt  abo|^t  that?"  and  he  said  he  had  "not  any  doubt 
about  it  aU."     I  said,  "  On  this  Senatorial  question,  have  j^ou  got 
enough  here  so  that  by  this  you  can  tell  how  many  the  whole  number 
of  ballots  was  that  you  returned  for  Senators?"    He  said  he  could. 
I  asked  him  to  tell  me  how  he  got  at  it.     He  said  he  added  them 
all  together.  I  says,  "Are  you  sure  of  that?"  He  says  "Yes."  I  then 
says,   "You  have  got  it  as  much  again  as  it  ought  to  be."     He 
disputed  me ;  I  told  him  that  the  law  required  him  to  record  the 
number  of  ballots  first  and  then  give  a  copy  of  the  whole  thing.    He 
disputed  that,  and  said'  if  there  was  anything  wrong  about  it  oar 
folks  were  to  blame  who  had  sent  the  blank,  for  he  had  followed 
the  directions.     I  told  him  no,  that  we  had  got  one  that  probably 
came  from  the  same  source,  and  we  would  look  at  it  together,  and 
see  how  it  was.     I  took  that  out  and  we  examined  it,  and  in  looking 
at  the  law  and  the  explanations  he  and  I  both  came  to  the  conclu- 
sion what  it  should  be.     He  told  me  how  much  he  had  returned  and 
he  said  it  was  wrong.*    He  said  they  had  always  been  wrong,  and 
that  he  had  done  just  as  they  had  done  for  twenfy  years,  or  perhaps 
more.     I  says,  "  By  the  number  of  votes  given  for  each  Senator  it 
shows  that  Mr.  Bradford's  name  was  stricken  from  two  of  the  bal- 
lots, as  Mr.  Fenderson  alleges,  and  Mr.  Harris'  name  was  stricken 
from  two,  as  Mr.  Fenderson  alleges,  and  now  Mr.  Fenderson  alleges 
that  he  knows  the  identical  men  who  wrote  James  R.  Talbofs  name 
over  those  erasures  and  knows  they  put  the  votes  in,  and  your  whole 
number  of  ballots  indicates  it  for  the  other  officers.     Now,  I  think 
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yoa  have  cheated  him  out  of  one  ballot ;"  he  says,  '^  You  have,  and 
this  looks  like  it."  We  went  into  a  discussion  and  he  said  it  was 
otherwise.  I  told  him  that  if  his  whole  number  of  votes  was  right, 
I  thought  in  comparing  the  two  the  Governor  and  Council  would  be 
able  to  determine  and  perhaps  correct  that,  and  Mr.  Talbot  could 
get  the  other  vote. 

Question.  Did  you  advise  him  to  make  a  new  return  ? 

Answer,  I  asked  him,  therefore,  if  he  had  not  better  take  that 
blank  and  make  a  new  return  and  send  it  on.  He  indicated  to  my 
mind  that  he  was  afraid  it  would  be  improperly  used  if  sent  that 
way.  I  said  I  did  ^^  not  mean  it — and  it  never  ought  to  be  used  as 
a  return  made  up  in  open  town  meeting ;  but  put  on  the  date  of  the 
making  of  it  and  the  reason  why,  if  3'ou  please,  and  an  affidavit 
stating  3'our  return  you  are  satisfied  is  wrong  and  you  want  this  as 
evidence  to  do  justice  if  admissible,  and  if  you  wish  the  oath  ad- 
ministered I  will  administer  it  to  you.'*  He  finally  declined  {^nd  said 
that,  as  it  was,  in  his  belief,  the  return  would  be  rejected,  and  it 
would  help  the  Republicans ;  and  if  he  made  that  correction,  or  put 
that  in  as  evidence,  it  would  help  the  Democrats  or  Fusionists ;  he 
would  not  do  it  for  that  reason.  That  ended  there,  and  that  is  all 
there  was  about  it.     That  went  back  into  my  pocket. 

Question.  I  hold  in  my  hand  the  affidavit  made  by  the  Town  Clerk 
of  Marion.     [Mr.  Hale  read  the  affida^dt.] 

Answer,  I  wish  to  add  this :  that  he  added  further  that  if  I  could 
get  a  majority  of  the  Selectmen  to  draw  that  up  and  order  him  to 
oertif}"  it  he  would.  I  smiled,  and  said  it  was  no  consequence,  only 
loBt  two  votes,  and  I  did  not  believe  it  was  material,  so  far  as  our 
majority,  only  to  take  care  of  the  others.  He  was  not  only  Clerk 
and  Chairman  of  Selectmen,  but  his  brother-in-law  was  another 
of  the  Selectmen,  and  there  was  only  one  .Democrat.  How  in  the 
world  was  I  going  to  get  a  majority  when  the  two  would  be  likejy  ta 
be  governed  by  him  ? 

Question.  Did  you  act  as  County  Attorney  the  last  term  of  Court? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  Did  you,  previous  to  acting  as  County  Attorney,  get 
instruction  of  anybody  as  to  whether  you  bad  any  right  to  appear 
before  the  grand  jury  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  I  did,  I  might  have  talked  It  over.  I 
got  the  Decision  of  the  Court  and  read  it.  Our  Court  was  Tuesday. 
On  Monday  Judge  Peters  came  down  about  night.    I  did  not  see 
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him,  but  Judge  Milliken  rode  with  him  and  he  had  handed  him  a 
printed  Opinion  of  the  Court.  He  was  somewhat  elated.  I  was  a 
little  anxious  to  look  at  it ;  he  wanted  Mr.  liongfeilow  to  read  it. 
He  was  busy  and  declined ;  I  volunteered  to  read  it  and  did  so,  and 
discussed  it  somewhat  as  I  went  along,  perhaps  opposed  it  pretty 
violently. 

Question,  I  did  not  ask  you  that ;  I  asked  .you  whether  you  had 
the  advice  of  anybody  as  to  your  right  to  go  before  the  grand  jur3-  ? 

Answer,  No. 

Question,  Didn't  you  ask  the  Judge  whether  you  had  an}'  right  to 
go  before  the  grand  jury  ? 

'  Answer,  I  did  not,  I  was  in  the  court  among  members  of  the  bar ; 
the  Judge  had  given  his  charge  to  the  jury  and  they  were  to  retire, 
and  he  told  them  that  an  officer  would  attend  them  and  that  the 
County  Attorney  would  attend  them ;  I  nodded  assent ;  I  did  not 
move ;  I  waited  to  see  if  Mr.  Bounds  proposed  to  move.  He  did 
not  move  ;  I  went ;  quite  a  number  of  the  members  of  the  bar, — 
McNichol  for  one,  and  I  think  Lynch, — nudged  me  and  ordered  me 
to  go  and  I  went. 

Question.  You  waited  to  see  if  Mr.  Rounds  would  go? 

Answer.  I  gave  him  an  opportunity  to  start  first  if  he  saw  fit. 

By  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Question.  How  many  y^ears  have  you  been  in  the  practice  of  law  ? 

Answer,  I  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Oxford  county  in  Augusts 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-four,  I  think. 

Question,  I  understood  you  to  say  that  you  received  this  blauk 
from  some  source, — you  cannot  now  designate  for  what  reason  ? 

Answer.  I  received  these  as  circulars  and  paid  but  very  little 
attention,  laid  the  package  down ;  when  I  came  to  look  it  over  I 
found  that  it  contained  these  blanks  for  bribery.  I  took  these  and 
filed  them  at  my  house  and  left  them  there  for  certain  reasons ;  then, 
or' shortly  subsequently,  I  saw  this  other  in  there ;  the  first  I  saw  of 
it,  it  was  in  that  envelope. 

Question.  What  was  j'our  purpose  in  applying  for  this  blank? 
did  you  not  say  you  wanted  it  because  it  contained  the  law  ? 

Answer.  That  was  a  part.  It  contained  the  law  and  the  form 
which  was  to  be  carried  out  in  making  these  returns,  which  was  sub- 
stantially the  same  in  ever}*  case  with  the  exception  that  the  number 
of  the  Senatorial  district  was  given  here. 

Question.  Did  you  expect  to  be  present  at  any  other  town  meet- 
ing than  your  own? 
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Answer.  No,  and  that  is  what  I  wanted  to  instruct  outside  for. 
I  calculated  to  take  care  of  my  own  town  myself. 

Qu^tion.  Did  you  give  them  the  forms  of  this  blank? 

Answer.  No ;  I  never  said  a  word  to  Selectmen.  It  was  to  these 
parties  who  were  what  you  might  call  Inspectors. 

Question.  Did  3'ou  or  they  write  off  any  forms  from  this  blank? 

Answer.  No ;  when  they  asked  me,  if  I  knew  and  could  explain 
to  them  without  showing  that,  that  was  not  taken  out.  If  they 
wanted  to  know  anything  I  could  not  make  them  understand  without 
it  I  took  that  out ;  but  I  foun4  those  Greenbackers  quite  intelligent 
about  these  matters. 

Question.  This  law  on  this  blank  is  an  extract  from  the  Revised 
Statutes  of  the  State  of  Maine? 

Anstoer.  It  tells  for  itself ;  I  guess  there  is  some  Constitution  in  it. 

Question.  There  is  a  resolve  to  apportion  the  State  for  Senators, 
and  that  had  nothing  to  do  with  making  out  the  return? 

Anstcfer.  No. 

Question.  This  is  the  Statute  law,  and  you  have  been  a  lawyer 
for  many  years.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  you  carried  this 
around  for  the  purpose  of  instnicting  those  outside  parties  as  to 
what  sort  of  a  return  they  should  make  up,  when  it  simplj'^  has  upon 
it  an  extract  from  chapter  four  of  the  Revised  Statutes  ? 

Ansioer.  I  have  in  my  practice  had  but  very  little  to  do  with  the 
election  laws  up  to  this  year. 

Question.  You  knew  where  the  law  was  ? 

Answer.  1  could  have  found  it,  but  when  I  was  in  my  carriage, 
and  perhaps  in  the  woods  and  met  men,  I  could  not  consult  my 
book,  and  if  I  could  have  this  in  my  hand  and  read  it  to'  them, 
if  I  did  not  happen  to  answer  something  they  called  my  attention  to, 
I  could  refresh  my  mind. 

Question.  Don't  you  think  j'ou  could  carry  the  election  law  quite 
as  well  in  your  mind  without  carr3ing  around  that  blank,  as  a  man 
that  was  not  accustomed  to  the  law  ? 

Answer.  1  do  not  think  I  could  much  better. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  read  that  before  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Is  there  anything  there  which  will  give  you  the  informa- 
tion you  say  you  wanted  this  blank  to  impart,  as  to  the  method  of 
making  up  the  returns  ? 

Answer.  There  might  be;  a  man's  memory  might  be  a  little 
mixed. 
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Qy£sti€fn,  Whether  or  not  there  is  in  this  printed  extract  from  the 
Revised  Statutes  all  the  law  that  is  necessary  for  you  to  instruct  a 
man  how  to  make  up  returns? 

Answer.  Yes ;  and  not  only  that  but  the  form  of  Tnaking  the 
returns. 

Question.  Is  this  blank,  which  is  a  Senatorial  return,  a  form  which 
would  apply  to  a  return  made  for  Representatives  or  County  Officers? 

Answer.  It  would  with  proper  changes,  I  take  it. 

Question,  In  the  return  for  County  Officers  are  not  the  printed 
headings  entirely  different? 

Answer.  Yes ;  but  when  the  Selectmen  were  making  it  up  they 
would  have  that  printed  heading,  but  getting  familiar  with  this  with 
me  they  would  readily  understand  any  of  it. 

Question.  They  would  not  if  a  man  refused  to  do  his  duty  as  you 
supposed  ? 

Answer.  1  did  not  suppose  they  would  reflise  when  their  attention 
was  called  to  it. 

Question.  If  they  did  not  refuse  what  necessity  would  there  be  of 
electing  a  new  board,  or  fiUing  up  the  board  in  order  to  make  it  so 
that  you  would  have  the  machinery  by^  which  you  could  make  up 
the  returh  ? 

Answer.  They  would  keep  the  meeting  open  till  they  could  get 
the  blanks  or  make  them. 

Question.  Would  that  single  return  you  had  enable  them  to  do  it? 

Answer.  Not  to  do  that. 

Question.  Revise  your  recollection  and  state  whether  or  not  it  is  a 
fact  that  you  had  that  blank  return  in  3'our  pocket  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  you  to  instruct  outside  parties  how  to  act  in  case  the 
Selectmen  refused  to  do  their  duty  and  make  up  the  returns  required 
by  law? 

Answer.  Yes ;  and  also  it  gave  me  to  understand  what  the  record 
ought  to  contain. 

Question.  You  say  that  as  a  lawyer? 

Answer.  For  me  as  a  lawyer. 

Question.  That  having  that  Senatorial  return  you  could  instruct  a 
man  when  you  met  him  in  your  carriage,  in  general  terms,  without 
giving  him  the  blank,  so  he  could  go  home  and  remember  fi*om  that 
and  make  up  a  return  for  County  Officers  or  Representatives  ? 

Answer.  Or  let  him  have  the  blank  and  I  could  have  got  another 
one  if  the  Town  Clerk  had  a  surplus. 
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Question.  Did  you  ever  know  a  Town  Clerk  to  have  a  surplus  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  Mr.  Smith  had  one — not  for  this  purpose —  but  a 
town  warrant. 

Question.  How  many  Town  Clerks,  or  how  many  persons  did  you 
instruct  in  the  several  towns  in  relation  to  this  matter,  and  who 
were  thev? 

Answer.  One  man  I  instructed  was  this  same  Mr.  Fenderson, 
although  he  had  been  a  Town  Officer.  lie  asked  for  information 
and  I  gave  it.  It  did  not  require  a  blank  to  give  what  he  asked ;  I 
don't  think  I  displaj^ed  it  to  him. 

Question.  Can  you  tell  any  other  person  that  you  instructed  in 
relation  to  this  matter  after  you  received  this  blank  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  now.  In  town  we  had  it  talked  over.  Dennis 
Collins  may  have  been  one. 

Question.  You  were  3'ourself  there  in  town  to  look  after  it? 

Anstoer.  Yes ;  when  they  stopped  receiving  ballots  I  found  Mr. 
Rogers  and  Mr.  Collins  and  several  other  Greenbackers  determined 
to  stay  and  look  after  it.  I  considered  them  competent.  And 
Albert  Famsworth  had  agreed  that  he  would  stay  and  see  it  was  all 
right.  I  told  them  I  was  going  home  and  would  not  come  down 
again  till  telegrams  came  ;  I  went  home  and  got  my  supper. 

Question.  Had  you  instructed  those  men  ft'om  this  blank? 

Answer.  It  is  possible,  but  I  cannot  swear  I  did. 

Question.  Can  you  recollect  any  single  person  other  than  those 
vou  have  stated? 

Answer.  Not  any  individual. 

Question.  Can  you  recollect  you  did  to  an}'  person  other  than 
Fenderson  ? 

Answer.  I  know  they  had  enquired  of  me. 

Question.  Whom? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell,  but  a  good  many  of  them  in  different 
towns. 

Question.  Mr.  Fenderson  was  in  the  same  town  with  Mr.  Smith, 
and  Mr.  Bridges  and  Mr.  Thompson  in  Marion ;  are  either  of  those 
Democrats  ? 

Ansu}er.  Bridges  and  Fenderson  are  Greenbackers. 

Question.  Bridges, —  one  of  the  Selectmen  whose  dutj-  it  was  to 
make  these  returns  up, — was  a  Greenbacker  ? 

Amswer.  Yes. 
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February  28,  1880,  A.  M. 
Ephraim  K.  Smart,  examijiaJtion  conUinued, 

By  Mr.  HALE : 

Question.  Did  you  have  occasion  to  take  out  the  blank  return, 
^'Exhibit  10^  Q.  D.  B.^  Clerk  of  Committee^''  which  you  say  came 
to  you  with  the  blanks  for  prosecution? 

Answer,  Yes. 

Question.  Did  j'ou,  while  you  had  it  with  you,  from  time  to  time? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  In  doing  so  do  you  say  you  wore  out  the  envelope  in 
which  it  came  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  I  now  call  your  attention  to  that  return,  and  ask  you  to 
state  whether  it  is  not  a  perfectly  clean  return  upon  its  face,  and 
upon  its  back  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  I  should  think  so.  My  intention  was  to  keep  it 
pretty  clean. 

Question.  Are  you  not  mistaken  when  you  say  that  this  return, 
which  appears  to  be  as  virgin  white  as  it  was  when  it  was  issued 
from  the  office,  could  have  been  earned  about  by  you  and  taken  out 
and  looked  at  frequently — as  you  say,  so  frequently  that  you  wore 
out  the  envelope  in  which  it  was  put, — and  leave  it  in  the  condition 
it  appears  now  ? 

Answer.  The  return  was  inside  the  envelope  for  it ;  and  the  en- 
velope in  it  thus  enclosed  was  inside  the  other  envelope. 

Question.  Inform  the  Committee  how  you  could  have  examined 
the  quotation  from  the  Revised  Statutes  which  is  upon  the  inside  of 
the  blank  return,  without  taking  it  out  and  examining  it? 

Answei\  I  could  not  without  that. 

Question.  How  do  you  account  for  that  return  being  perfectly  clean 
and  while  if  you  had  it  about  with  you  and  were  taking  it  out  and 
using  or  examining  it  as  you  say  ? 

Answer.  I  account  for  it  because  it  was  thus  kept  within  the  en- 
closures. 

Question.  I  notice  the  envelope  you  produce  is  considerably  worn  ? 

Anmjoer.  Yes ;  after  this  original  envelope  broke,  then  I  took  my 
other  memoranda  relating  to  this  matter  and  put  inside  this  envelope. 
Those  others  were  taken  out  and  put  in  when  this  was  not  touched ; 
that  is  what  disfigured  that  (envelope) . 
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Question.  I  just  asked  you  if  you  had  not  occasion  to  look  at  this 
blank  return  frequentl}',  and  you  said  you  had? 

Answer.  Yes ;  but  not  so  many  times  as  the  others. 

Question.  Still,  it  was  taken  out  and  put  into  that  envelope? 

Answer.  It  was. 

Question.  That  envelope  appears  to  be  dirty  on  the  face  of  it? 

Answer.  Yes. 

QiLestion.  Refresh  your  memor>'  and  tell  us  where  the  complaints 
for  bribery  came  from  ? 

Answer.  I  supposed,  as  I  have  stated,  that  they  came  from 
Augusta,  but  from  whose  office  or  what  person  I  cannot  say ;  parties 
that  were  acting  with  us, — ^I  mean  the  Greenback  and  Democratic 
committees  in  Augusta, — ^I  supposed  it  came  from  them ;  but  Mr. 
McNichol  told  me  that  these  blanks,  he  thought,  were  printed  by 
Charles  Whidden,  and  I  must  have  got  them  frt>m  him ;  but  I  can- 
not say  anything  about  that. 

Question.  How  did  they  come  to  you? 

Answer.  By  mail. 

Question.  Was  there  not  any  letter  with  those  blanks  ? 

Answer.  Not  a  particle,  not  a  word  said ;  it  was  an  open  envelope 
with  less  postage  than  would  have  been  required  if  it  had  been 
sealed. 

Question.  Had  you  had  any  conversation  with  any  person  about 
it  before  ? 

Answer.  I  had,  as  I  stated,  asked  parties  to  get  them  for  me. 

Question.  What  parties  had  you  asked  for  them? 

Answer.  I  think  I  had  asked  Mr.  Levi. 

Question.  Had  you  talked  with  Mr.  Whidden  about  it? 

Answer.  Possibly  I  did ;  if  he  was  down  there  I  undoubtedly  did. 

Question.  Haven't  you  any  recollection  about  it? 

Answer.  Not  in  regard  to  Whidden's  being  down  there ;  I  have 
the  impression  he  was  not  down  there  such  a  time  as  I  would  be 
likely  to  have  talked  with  him.  \ 

Question.  Do  you  testify  you  have  no  recollection  of  talking  with 
Whidden  in  relation  to  these  blank  complaints  for  bribery,  before 
election? 

Answer.  I  don't  think  I  did,  but  I  might. 

Question.  Whom  else  besides  Levi  did  you  talk  with  about  them? 

Answer.  In  our  town  I  exhibited  them  to  our  people  generally. 

Question.  Before  election? 
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Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  What  leading  man  in  your  county'  did  you  have  conver- 
sation with  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  I  did  with  those  outside  of  Pembroke. 

Question.  Prior  to  election  did  you  see  Governor  Garcelon  or  F. 
M.  Fogg,  one  of  the  Council? 

Answer.  I  never  saw  them  in  my  life ;  yes,  I  have  seen  Governor 
Garcelon  before  he  was  Governor, — ^twice,  I  think,  in  Democratic 
conventions. 

Question.  Did  you  know  of  their  being  down  in  Washington 
county  in  August? 

Answer.  I  knew  they  had  been  down,  after  they  had  been  down 
and  returned. 

Question.  When  was  that? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell ;  that  was  before  election  wasn't  it? 

Question.  Yes. 

Answer.  That  brings  to  mind,  it  seems  to  me  I  was  in  Calais  and 
in  conversation  with  McNichol,  and  that  was  communicated  to  me. 

Question.  What? 

Answer.  That  Garcelon  had  been  down.  I  did  not  know  that 
Fogg  and  others  had  been  down  as  I  recollect. 

Question.  Fogg  and  what  others  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it  only  what  I  heard 
through  the  papers  and  what  I  recollect  of  the  information  given  to 
me  then.  How  I  recollect  distinctly  of  Garcelon's  being  spoken  of 
is,  of  his  recommendation  to  his  fHends  in  regard  to  voting  the 
ticket.     There  was  a  little  split. 

Question.  Fogg  and  Garcelon,  and  what  others  did  you  hear  of 
being  there  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  did  hear  of  others  but  I  thyik  I 
recognize  the  names  you  mention.  I  am  not  familiar  with  those  and 
never  saw  one  of  them  in  my  life,  and  never  had  anj'  correspondence 
with  them. 

Question.  Was  it  or  not  about  the  time  that  Fogg,  Garcelon  and 
others  met  at  Calais,  that  you  received  this  package  of  blanks  by 
mail? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say ;  it  might  have  been. 

Question.  Do  you  know  where  they  met? 

Answer.  I  have  the  impression  that  they  occupied  the  St.  Croix 
Hotel. 
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Question,  There  was  a  general  meeting  at  that  time  of  Democratic 
and  Greenback  leaders  ? 

Ansioer.  I  do  not  think  it  was  generally  known,  or  I  think  I  should 
have  known  it.  .1  should  Judge  it  was  not  known  that  he  was  com- 
ing ;  if  it  was,  it  was  not  communicated  to  us  in  outside  towns. 

Question.  After  they  had  been  there,  you  heard  they  had  been 
there? 

Ansioer.  The  first  time  I  heard  I  think  was  in  conversation  with 
McNichol  in  his  office. 

Question.  "Wasn't  it  about  that  time  that  you  received  these 
blanks? 

Answer.  If  you  could  tell  me  the  date  of  their  visit. 

Question.  From  August  fifth  to  August  twelfth. 

Answer.  I  think  it  must  have  been  after  they  were  there. 

Question.  It  was  a  few  days  after  they  were  there  ? 

Answer.  1  should  judge  I  did  not  get  them  so  long  before  election 
as  that. 

Question.  Assuming  the  fact  that  the^time  of  the  meeting  at  the 
St.  Crotx,  of  which  you  have  spoken,  was  somewhere  fix)m  the  fifth 
to  the  twelfth  of  August,  have  you  any  doubt  that  it  was  between 
that  and  the  election  that  you  received  these  blanks  ? 

Answer.  I  should  think  so. 

Question.  You  have  seen  affidavits  here  presented  you  that  you 
drew  up? 

Answer.  I  have. 

Question.  Were  those  all  the  affidavits  you  remember  of  drawing 
and  having  signed  ?  ^ 

Ansu^er.  1  think  so ;  I  do  not  recollect  any  other.  I  am  referring 
now  to  affidavits  to  which  mj  jurat  or  some  jurat  was  attached.  I  did 
make  a  statement  of  what  I  understood  to  be  the  law  in  regard  to 
everything  excepting  my  own  affidavit — ^in  regard  to  the  Edmunds 
return.  Before  I  made  that  affidavit  I  had  had  the  impression  that 
if  I  could  prove  that  the  persons  who  voted  for  '*E.  K.  Smart" 
Intended  to  cast  their  votes  for  me, — ^by  their  personal  testimony, — 
the  law  would  authorize  them  to  be  counted  with  those  cast  for 
"  Ephraim  K.  Smart ;"  but  subsequently,  on  the  evening  of  the  day 
I  was  at  Marion,  I  took  the  law,  examined  it  carefully,  and  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  if  the  Legislature  did  intend  to  accomplish  that, 
they  had  not  done  it.  Therefore  in  my  brief  I  did  not  mention 
Edmunds, — ^threw  it  in  as  the  fellow  threw  in  his  punctuation  points, 
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in  a  lump, — ^to  go  for  what  those  who  got  it  might  think  it  was 
worth ;  instead  of  getting  the  evidence  of  those  men  I  put  in  my 
own  as  hearsay ;  if  they  saw  fit  to  look  at  it,  all  right ;  if  they  did 
not,  they  need  not.  You  understand  that  these  were  sent,  as  I  sup- 
posed, to  get  into  the  hands  of  the  county  Greenback  or  Democratic 
committee  to  be  forwarded,  as  I  supposed,  to  the  committee  of  the 
same  party  here,  so  that  they  might  have  in  their  hands  whatever 
would  be  needed,  as  circumstances  might  require,  to  be  used  before 
the  Legislature,  or  before  the  Governor  and  Council ;  or  where  it 
might  be  proper  to  use  them. 

Q;u^tion.  Are  the  affidavits  produced  here,  together  with  your 
own,  concerning  which  you  have  just  testified,  all  the  affidavits  you 
remember  of  taking  in  relation  to  this  matter  of  election  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  but  I  drew  up,  with  the  intention  of  taking,  fbur 
affidavits  as  required  by  that  letter  of  Mr.  Bums,  and  by  direction 
that  I  am  satisfied  came  by  a  person  from  Mr.  McNichol  to  me,  on 
which  I  went  on  Saturday  of  the  week  that  I  went  to  Marion,  and 
the  same  week  I  went  to  Robbinston.  I  intended  when  I  went  up, 
to  perform  what  was  required, — take  the  affidavits ;  but  I  drew  them 
up,  and  when  I  came  to  learn  the  facts, — ^when  I  came  to  find  the 
men, — ^they  were  not  all  there ;  there  was  but  one  that  I  could  find, 
and  he  told  me  that  the  man  who  was  away  to  sea  knew  more  about 
it  than  he,  and  I  better  come  some  other  time  when  he  was  there ; 
so  I  brought  them  right  back,  and  you  have  seen  the  veiy  memo- 
randum which  I  made  in  regard  to  that,  but  no  affidavits. 

Question.  With  the  exception  of  the  affidavits  which  appear  here 
and  the  affidavit  you  say  you  gave,  were  there  any  other  affidavits 
taken  by  you,  signed  and  sworn  to  by  the  parties,  to  your  recollec- 
tion? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  they  were,  not  one. 

Question.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  3'our  object  in  the  first 
place  was  to  discover  bribery.  Was  there  a  single  affidavit  taken 
and  returned  here  which  bears  upon  the  question  of  bribery  ? 

Answer.  I  thiok  you  misapprehended ;  I  do  not  think  there  is. 

Qaestimu  Do  you  wish  to  be  understood  as  saying  in  your  explan- 
ation just  given  to  me,  but  by  your  request  not  taken  by  the  stenogra- 
pher, tliat  owing  to  the  letter  which  you  have  exhibited  and  informa* 
tion  which  reached  you  in  relation  to  alleged  bribery  you  were  led  to 
investigate  into  this  matter  of  the  informality  of  returns,  to  meet  it? 

Answer.  That  was  it. 
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Qitestion.  So  that  your  intention  was  to  meet  this  alleged  briber}' 
by  such  informalities  as  you  should  find  in  the  returns  ? 

Answer.  That  is  what  I  intended. 

Question.  Now,  you  did  not  take  a  single  affidavit  to  be  returned 
to  the  Governor  and  Council  in  relation  to  bribery ;  but  you  did  try 
to  find  all  the  technical  errors  and  informalities  that  you  could  in 
relation  to  the  returns  ? 

Aiimoer.  Yes ;  that  was  what  I  was  after ;  I  will  answer  I  did  not, 
and  I  tried  to  find  all  the  irregularities  in  regard  to  the  election,  and 
the  records  of  the  town.  I  guess  I  did  not  understand  your  first 
question. 

Question.  What  informalities  or  defects  in  the  election  did  you 
find  concerning  which  you  took  any  testimony  to  return  to  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Council  excepting  as  to  technical  defects  in  the  returns  ? 

Answer.  I  took  two  affidavits  of  persons  at  Dennnysville  in  re- 
gard to  the  manner  in  which  the  election  was  carried  on,  the  ballot- 
box  being  carried  out  into  the  street  by  one  of  the  Selectmen, — the 
others  not  present,  not  in  open  town  meeting, — and  recei^dng  votes 
and  then  coming  in  and  completing  the  election. 

Question.  That  was  all? 

Answer.  No ;  I  took  two  affidavits  in  regard  to  the  conduct  of  the  • 
election  at  Charlotte ;  I  took  three  affidavits  in  Robbinston  in  regard 
to  the  record  of  the  election,  to  correct  that — to  show  for  whom  the 
electors  voted, — ^the  record  not  showing  definitely  enough. 

Question.  The  last  three  were  taken  in  your  own  favor  to  show 
that  **  E.  K.  Smart"  meant  yourself? 

Answer.  Not  one  of  them  was  taken  in  my  own  favor.  My  own 
affidavit  was  taken  in  my  own  favor  in  regard  to  Edmunds. 

Question.  The  others  cover  the  point  of  Wallace  and  Wilder? 

Answer.  Yes ;  none  of  the  affidavits  were  taken  in  reference  to 
the  returns  before  the  Governor  and  Council,  for  I  did  not  know 
what  they  were. 

Question.  When  did  you  first  hear  the  question  talked  about  in 
relation  to  counting  out  the  defective  returns,  by  any  person  ? 

Answer.  The  first  conversation  I  recollect  of  having,  that  is  dis- 
tinct in  my  mind,  is  a  conversation  somewhere  I  should  say  about 
November — ^may  have  been  later  and  may  have  been  earlier — ^with 
Greneral  Murray,  in  which  he  informed  me 

Question.  I  did  not  ask  you  for  the  conversation? 
17 
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Answer.  I  shall  wish  to  put  that  in  before  we  get  through. 

Question.  Did  you  have  conversatiou,  in  relation  to  this  matter  of 
the  returns,  with  the  two  Whiddens  or  either  of  them? 

Answer.  I  think  if  I  did  with  either  of  them  it  was  as  late  as  the 
twenty-sixth  of  December,  when  I  went  to  Calais  to  inform  Mr. 
J^unds  that  I  had  received  a  certificate  of  election,  and  ask  him 
what  he  had  to  say,  and  I  will  state  here  that  he  replied 

Question.  Did  your  hear  my  question  ?  [Stenographer  reads  ques- 
tion to  witness.] 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  that  I  did,  but  my  impression  is  I  did. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  conversation  with  Mr.  Leavitt  in 
regard  to  the  matter? 

Answer.  Ever? 

Question.  I  will  limit  it  from  the  time  of  the  annual  election  to  the 
first  day  of  January ;  did  3^ou  have  any  conversation  with  him  in 
Eastport  in  relation  to  the  counting-out  or  to  defects  in  returns? 

Answer.  General  Leavitt? 

Question.     Yes. 

Answer.  I  did,  on  Sunday  next  after  Thanksgiving,  which  I  think 
was  the  twenty-seventh  of  November ;  and  I  think  this  was  the  last 
day  of  November. 

Question.  Had.  you  had  any  conversation  with  S.  D.  Leavitt  or 
any  letters  from  him,  upon  that  subject,  before  that  time  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  I  had. 

Question.  Do  you  testify  that  you  had  not? 

Answer.  I  recollect  of  having  a  conversation  with  him  the  day 
before  I  went  to  Marion,  and  asking  him  if  he  knew  whether  the 
returns  had  been  opened,  and  he  said  they  had  not  been  opened ; 
whether  he  knew  the  mind^  or  could  give  me  any  indications  of  the 
minds  of  the  Governor  and  Council,  as  to  what  view  they  would 
take  on  some  questions  tliat  might  arise,  mentioning  some  of  them. 
What  is  the  subject  you  asked  about? 

Question.  Do  you  testify  that  you  had  not  had  conversation  with 
S.  D.  Leavitt  in  relation  to  this  counting-out  business  and  defects  in 
returns,  prior  to  the  conversation  which  you  say  you  had  with  him 
before  you  went  to  Marion,— or  any  communication  with  him  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  I  had  any  correspondence  with  him  on 
that.  I  will  say  I  did  not  prior  to  that  time,  unless  this  conversation 
which  I  have  referred  to,  in  which  I  tried  to  ascertain  whether  he 
knew  the  opinion  on  certain  legal  points,  which  might  come  up,  in 
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the  minds  of  the  Governor  and  Council,  or  any  of  them ;  and  he 
did  not  know  so  far  as  they  were  concerned. 

Question,  Why  do  you  wish  constantly  to  reiterate  the  fact  that 
General  Leavitt  told  you  he  did  not  know  what  was  in  the  minds  of 
the  Governor  and  Council  about  counting  out,  in  answer  to  a  simple 
question  I  put  you  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  I  have ;  I  have  not  intended  to  reiterate. 
If  I  have  it  is  a  defect  in  my  nature. 

Question,  Had  you  had  any  correspondence  with  any  person  in 
Augusta, —  any  State  official  or  any  person  in  Augusta, — in  relation 
to  the  returns  from  the  several  towns  in  your  county,  at  any  time 
prior  to  January  first,  other  than  the  letters  which  you  say  you  wrote 
Mr.  PiDsbury,  and  received  from  him  ? 

Answer,  I  think  not. 

Question,  Do  you  testify  you  had  not? 

Answer,  I  cannot  tell,  but  I  do  not  think  I  had. 

Question.  Have  you  received  any  verbal  communication  from 
either  of  them  by  any  other  person,  or  any  written  commimication 
or  any  printed  blanks  ? 

Answer.  No,  I  do  not  think  I  have ;  not  to  my  knowledge. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  where  they  came  from  ? 

Answer,  No. 

Question,  Do  you  know  where  that  blank  came  from  that  has 
been  identified? 

Answer,  I  do  not. 

Question,  You  cannot  tell  even  from  what  source  you  received  it? 

Answer,  No ;  nothing  more  definite. 

Question,  You  cannot  give  any  information  as  to  what  party  sent 
it  or  banded  it  to  you  ? 

Answer,  I  cannot ;  m}"  impression  is  that  the  whole  thing  was 
handed  to  me  from  the  Post-master. 

Question,  Tell  me  of  what  service  was  the  envelope  marked 
^''-Exhibit  10^  O,  D,  B.,  Cleric  of  Committee"  which  appears  to  be 
an  envelope  for  a  return  of  the  Senatorial  vote  to  the  Secretary  of 
State? 

Answer,  To  keep  the  enclosure  clean. 

Question,  Did  it  require  a  printed  envelope  to  keep  that  enclosure 
clean? 

Anstoer,  I  think  not ;  I  tendered  it  to^the  Town  Clerk  of  Marion. 

Question,  For  what  purpose  ? 
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Answer.  For  the  purpose  of  his  maklDg  up  a  correct  statement  of 
a  return  which  should  have  been  made  at  the  time ;  for  him  to  put 
on  a  statement  of  fact, — the  reason  why  made,  and  send  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State. 

Question.  So  you  tendered  to  the  Town  Clerk  of  Marion  this 
official  blank  ^'No  ^,"  for  Senators,  so  that  he  could  enclose  in  it  the 
corrected  return,  which  you  have  explained  about,  and  return  it  to 
the  Secretary  of  State  ? 

Answer.  With  a  proper  statement  as  to  when  made  up  and  how. 

Question.  Is  it  true  that  you  tendered  it  to  him  for  the  purpose  of 
enclosing  in  it  the  return  of  which  you  have  spoken,  and  sending  it 
back  to  the  Secretar\'  of  State  ? 

Answer.  Bv  himself  ?    Yes. 

Question.  Tell  me  why  he  needed  for  that  purpose  a  blank  to  be 
signed  by  the  Selectmen  and  Town  Clerk,  in  the  official  form  which 
is  used  for  returning  regular  returns  sealed  up  in  open  town  meet- 
ing ;  what  was  the  object  of  his  using  that  particular  form  of  blank 
instead  of  a  common  envelope  ? 

Answer.  No  object,  excepting  it  was  all  I  had  to  tender  him. 

Question.  Was  that  all  he  had? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  he  exhibited  nothing. 

Question.  Was  it  a  difficult  thing  to  get  an  envelope  to  return  a 
printed  document  in,  where  he  lived? 

An^swer.  I  presume  not ;  it  might  be  to  get  a  large  one. 

Question.  You  not  only  offered  him  a  blank  return,  but  a  blank 
official  envelope  to  return  that  to  the  Secretary  of  State  ? 

Answer.  I  offered  him  just  what  I  had,  and  nothing  more. 

Question.  Did  you  say  anything  to  him  in  relation  to  how  this 
envelope  should  be  signed  on  the  outside  ? 

Answer.  Not  at  all,  with  the  exception  that  he  should  make  his 
statement  on  it,  so  it  would  carry-  the  facts,  so  it  could  not  be  used 
for  improper  purposes. 

Question.  Do  you  state  that  he  was  to  put  on  the  back  of  this 
envelope  the  date  when  it  was  sealed  up  ? 

Answer.  Either  on  the  back  or  on  the  inside,  anywhere  he  saw 
fit. 

Question.  Can  you  swear  that  you  told  him  to  put  upon  this 
envelope  anything  excepting  to  fill  the  blanks  which  appear  upon  it? 

Answer.  The  envelope,  or  enclosure,  I  do.  My  impression  is  I 
suggested  to  him  it  better  be  on  the  outside. 
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Question,  Do  you  remember  that  now  ? 

Aiiswer,  That  is  my  impression. 

Question.  What  gives  you  that  impression  ? 

Answer.  A  recollection  of  what  transpired. 

Quenition.  Did  you  advise  him  to  put  it  on  more  than  one  place? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  You  think  you  told  him  to  put  it  on  the  envelope,  on 
the  outside  ? 

Answer.  Or  wherever  he  preferred. 

Qaestion.  You  think  you  advised  him  to  put  it  on  the  outside, 
that  is  your  impression  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  That  would  leave  the  return  on  the  inside  clean  ? 

Answer.  Yes.  My  intention  was  that  he  should  put  it  on  to  every 
bit  of  paper  that  he  sent  along  so  it  could  not  be  misapprehended. 

Question.  What  did  you  say  and  what  did  you  do  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  absolutely  say  that  I  said  in  both  places,  or 
only  one ;  but  I  do  recollect  distinctly  of  saying,  or  wherever  else  he 
saw  fit,  to  make  it  sure.  He  raised  the  point,  or  I  thought  from  his 
appearance,  he  thought  it  might  be  used  for  improper  purposes.  I 
made  the  remark,  "  If  you  so  think,  and  it  possibly  might,  it  would 
be  better  for  you  and  it  would  be  the  proper  way,  and  it  never  ought 
to  be  used  excepting  as  evidence,  you  put  it  on  that  way  ;  then  if  it 
is  used  at  all  it  will  be  used  as  evidence." 

Question.  Have  you  not  stated  to  this  Committee  that  j^our  im- 
pression was  that  your  direction  to  him  was  to  put  this  statement, 
of  which  you  have  just  testified,  upon  the  outside  ? 

Answer.  I  have ;  I  think  that  was  my  first. 

Question.  Have  not  you  stated  j^ou  only  directed  him  to  put  it  in 
one  place? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  I  did. 

Question.  Do  you  say  you  did  not? 

Answer.  No.  [Stenographer  reads  testimony  of  witness  upon 
this  point.]     That  is  it. 

Question.  Your  testimony  has  been  read  to  you  and  you  say 
^^Thatisit?" 

Ansioer.  No ;  I  say  this ;  I  say  that  the  inference  from  what  he 
has  read  would  be  straight  enough ;  and  my  impression  is  that  I 
ad^^ed  him  to  put  it  on  to  both. 

Question.  You  now  say  it  is  your  impression  you  advised  him  to 
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put  the  date  when  the  return  was  made  and  sealed  up,  upon  both 
the  envelope  and  the  return  ? 

An»wer.  It  is. 

Question.  And  that  was  after  you  saw  the  drift  of  my  question,  as 
to  how  the  return  would  be  left? 

Ansii:er,  Yes,  but  not  with  reference  to  that.  It  was  with  refer- 
ence to  the  fact  that  it  was  discussed  if  it  was  in  one  place  the  other 
paper  might  be  used  improperly ;  and  m}'  impression  is  I  told  him  it 
would  be  proper  to  put  it  on  to  everything  he  sent,  and  fix)m  that 
recollection  of  the  discussion  on  that  point  between  him  and  me,  the 
whole  thing  was  brought  up. 

Question.  Had  yoM  had  any  intimation  from  any  person,  at  that 
time,  that  the  Goveiiior  and  Council  would  receive  an  amended 
return  to  correct  a  defective  return,  defective  as  that  of  the  town  of 
Marion  was? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  never  had  received  from  any  person  any 
informa^ion  that  the  Governor  and  Council  would  receive  that. 

Question.  What  was  the  defect  in  the  return  of  Marion? 

AnMcer.  The  whole  number  of  ballots  was  not  given. 

Question.  Before  the  day  you  went  to  Marion,  had  you  ever  known 
:i  case  where  a  return  was  rejected  because  the  blank  for  the  whole 
number  of  ballots  was  not  filled  up  in  the  return  ? 

Ansioer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Had  you  ever  heard  of  such  a  case? 

Answer.  I  had  not. 

Question.  What  information  did  you  receive  that  led  you  to  sup- 
pose that  a  different  course  would  be  adopted  by  the  Governor  and 
Council  than  that  which  you  had  ever  heard  of  before  ? 

Answer.  I  never  had  any  ;  but  my  object  in  this  was  to  correct  an 
alleged  error  in  the  vote  of  Mr.  Talbot,  as  I  have  stated. 

Question.  Who  alleged  it  to  be  an  error? 

Answer.  Mr.  Fenderson. 

Question.  One  of  the  Selectmen? 

Answer.  No  ;  a  citizen  of  the  town. 

Question.  From  what  source  had  he  learned  that  fact? 

Answer.  lie  was  present  at  the  election,  and  protested  at  the 
time  against  the  number  of  votes,  and  said  he  was  entitled  to  one 
more.  He  had  requested .  me  at  that  time  to  get  it  straightened  up 
and  get  evidence  if  I  could,  so  it  would  be  straightened  up  at 
Augusta. 
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Question.  Was  what  you  undertook  to  correct,  the  one  vote,  or 
was  it  the  fact  that  the  return  did  not  contain  the  whole  number  of 
baUots  ? 

Answer.  I  wanted  to  correct  the  whole ;  but  it  was  with  reference 
to  getting  some  evidence  that  they  could  discover  there  was  that 
defect,  with  testimony  that  might  be  put  in  afterwards. 

Question.  Did  you  take  any  testimony  afterward? 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question.  When  did  3'ou  consult  with  Fenderson  about  this  mat- 
ter? 

Answer.  Fenderson  had  seen  me  prior  to  that.  I  do  not  know 
when,  but  I  think  at  Pembroke,  and  at  this  time  befoi*e  Smith  the 
Town  Clerk  was  sent  for  to  come  up  on  business ;  he  had  requested 
me  when  Smith  was  there  to  try  and  get  out  this  matter  which  he 
had  talked  with  me  about  before.  I  told  him  to  tell  Smith  to  bring 
up  his  record.  That  is  all  the  conversation  with  regard  to  it  that 
Fenderson  and  I  had  had. 

Question.  That  was  the  error  j'ou  were  trying  to  correct  ? 

Ansv^er.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  give  any  notice  to  either  of  the  candidates  on 
the  other  side  who  were  to  be  affected  bv  it? 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question.  Did  you  suppose  that  you  could  take  an  ex-x>arte  affi- 
davit in  relation  to  one  vote,  without  giving  notice  to  the  candidates 
on  the  other  side,  and  that  would  be  corrected  before  the  Governor 
and  Council? 

Answer.  I  did  not  propose  to  take  any  affidavit. 

Question.  Any  evidence? 

Answer.  I  supposed  Mr.  Talbot  might  take  some,  and  take  the 
proper  course. 

Question.  Before  the  Governor  and  Council? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Therefore  you  proposed  to  send  in  an  amended  return  to 
the  Governor  and  Council,  with  a  view  of  correcting  that  one  vote 
without  giving  any  notice  to  the  candidates  affected  by  it  ? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  You  considered  that  would  be  taken  as  testimony  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  I  did. 

Question.  Had  you  ever  heard  of  a  record  being  made  up  in  that 
way,  and  sent  to  the  Governor  and  Council,  without  the  other  side 
being  notified,  and  considered  by  them? 
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Answer,  No,  I  do  not  think  I  had,  up  to  that  time. 

Question.  Who  suggested  that  idea  to  j'ou  ? 

Answer,  Nobody.     It  suggested  itself  to  Tie. 

Question.  That  was  a  part  of  the  means  you  were  acting  upon  to 
counteract  the  alleged  bribery  that  had  been  used  ? 

Answer.  1  did  not  regard  it  so ;  this  was  a  matter  of  fair  play 
under  any  circumstances. 

Question.  Do  you  state  that  it  was  fair  play  for  you  to  go  to  the 
town  of  Marion  and  undertake  to  get  a  corrected  return  in  the 
absence  of,  and  without  the  knowledge  of,  the  other  candidates  to 
be  affected  by  it? 

Answer.  I  do  not  understand •!  was  undertaking  to  get  a  corrected 
return,  but  to  get  a  statement  of  facts  which  might  be  used  as  evi- 
dence, provided  it  was  so  thought  by  the  parties  to  whom  it  was  to 
be  sent, — ^the  Governor  and  Council. 

Question.  Do  you  consider  that  it  was  fair  pla}"  for  you  to  go  to 
the  town  of  Marion  and  attempt  to  get  evidence  ex-parte^  behind  the 
backs  of  the  candidates  to  be  affected,  without  their  knowledge, 
which  should  affect  their  election,  to  be  sent  to  the  Governor  and 
Council  to  be  used  by  them,  under  any  condition  of  affairs? 

Answer.  I  am  not  confined  to  yes  or  no.  What  I  did  at  Marion 
at  that  time  I  understood  and  believed,  and  do  now,  to  be  a  matter 
of  fair  play. 

Question.  You  think  that  course  by  3'ou  was  unpartisan  and  a  fair 
one  for  you  to  pursue  ? 

Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  What  other  municipal  officers  did  you  see  in  Washing- 
ton county  in  relation  to  the  returns,  or  the  correction  of  their 
records,  from  the  time  of  the  annual  election  to  the  sitting  of  the 
Legislature  ? 

Answer.  I  never  interviewed  any  other  officer  in  regard  to  returns 
at  all ;  that  is  my  recollection  of  it  now  ;  but  in  regard  to  records,  I 
did  the  Town  Clerk  of  Edmunds,  and  the  Town  Clerk  of  Perrj'-  and 
the  Town  Clerk  of  Robbinston. 

Question.  Those  were  the  only  three  you  saw  in  relation  to  their 
records  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so ;  that  is  my  recollection  at  the  present  time. 

Question.  How  many  Town  Clerks  or  Selectmen  had  you  seen,  in 
relation  to  the  method  of  making  up  their  returns  or  making  up  their 
records,  before  election  ? 
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Ahmxier,  I  do  not  think  I  had  seen  any  Town  Clerk  or  Selectman 
in  legard  to  their  making  np  their  records,  officials  then  in  office. 

Question.  What  persons  had  3'ou  seen  before  election  in  relation 
to  the  manner  in  which  the  official  returns  or  records  should  be 
made  up? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  you  all.  I  recollect  having  conversation 
with  Mr.  Wheeler  of  Whiting,  in  regard  to  the  necessity  of  looking 
out  to  see  that  the  records  were  made  right  and  the  returns  made 
right,  to  stick  by. 

Question,  Whom  else  ? 

Ajiavoer,  Our  own  people, — ^Dennis  Collins,  Albert  S.  Farnsworth, 
Barnard  Rogers  of  Pembroke. 

Question.  Anybody  else  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  now, — but  I  would  not  wonder  if  I  had. 

Question.  Can  you  remember  the  name  of  a  single  person  that  you 
had  conversation  with  in  relation  to  the  subject  last  inquired  of, 
excepting  those  you  named  ? 

Anstoer.  I  should  judge  I  had. 

Question.  I  ask  your  recollection  ? 

Ansvoer.  It  is  my  impression  from  my  recollection  that  Mr.  Wil- 
liamson of  Meddybemps — ^I  forget  his  given  name — and  Mr.  Bearce 
of  Meddybemps. 

Question.  Whom  else  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember. 

Question.  Still,  you  used  this  envelope  that  you  received,  till  you 
wore  it  out  in  the  service  ;  is  that  true  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  both  before  and  after.  The  envelope  broke  so  that 
it' would  not  contain  the  enclosures ;  I  do  not  think  it  was  worn  out. 

Question.  Don't  you  call  the  envelope  marked  ''* Exhibit  10  "  etc., 
worn? 

Answer.  Probably  that  one,  before  it  broke,  was  worn  like  this, 
but  I  do  not  call  that  worn  out.  The  other  was  in  a  worse  condition 
than  this. 

Question.  Where  did  you  keep  the  blanks  and  the  envelopes  when 
you  were  at  home  ? 

Answer.  The  blanks  for  bribery  complaints  I  kept  at  the  house ; 
I  took  them  out  and  separated  them ;  they  were  for  attempted 
bribery,  and  for  bribery,  and  perhaps  some  others. 

Question.  Where  did  you  keep  the  blank  that  is  produced  here  ? 

Ansiver.  I  kept  it  sometime  after  going  to  Marion,  in  an  inside 
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pocket  like  that  [witness  exhibits  inside  pocket  of  coat  he  wears]  of 
a  different  coat  from  this,  the  one  I  always  wore  when  not  laboring 
about  the  farm. 

Question.  Did  you  make  an}-  prosecution  for  brit)ery? 

Answer,  I  drew  one  complaint. 

Question.  Was  it  ever  served, — ^was  a  warrant  ever  issued  and 
served  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  What  became  of  it? 

Answer.  It  was  tried. 

Question.  What  was  the  result? 

Answer.  The  prisoner  was  discharged. 

Question.  Since  you  have  been  acting  County  Attorney  have  you 
ever  made  any  prosecution  for  bribery  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  You  have  had  one  session  of  Court  with  the  Grand 
Jurv  since  election  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  had  the  impression  that  the  investigation  of 
such  matters  was  to  be  had  by  the  Liegislature,  where  I  believed 
they  better  be  made.  I  wish  to  state  that  Judge  Peters  recognized 
me,  called  me  up  to  him,  motioned  to  me,  and  says  ''  Mr.  County- 
Attorney,"  and  asked  me  how  much  matters  I  had,  etc. 

Question.  Did  you  expect  that  Judge  Peters,  sitting  at  nisiprius^ 
when  you  were  discharging  the  duties  of  Count}'  Attorney,  would 
undertake  to  decide  upon  your  right  to  act  as-  such,  directly  or  by 
implication  ? 

Answer.  I  had  an  idea  that  it  might  happen. 

Question.  Have  you  anything  to  say  in  rotation  to  the  question  I 
put,  which  was  whether  or  not  you  expected  Judge  Peters,  at  nisi 
prius,  to  settle  your  title  to  be  County  Attorney .'' 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  I  have  anv  more  than  I  have. 

Charles  B.  Rounds,  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Question..  What  is  your  profession  and  residence  ? 

Anstcer.  Lawyer,  residence  Calais. 

Question.  Whether  or  not  you  were  a  candidate  for  the  oflSce  of 
County  Attorney*  for  Washington  county  during  the  last  annual 
election  ? 

Answer.  I  was. 
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Question,  Who  was  your  opponent  ? 

Answer.  Epbraim  K.  Smart,  of  Pembroke,  who  is  present  and 
who  has  just  testified. 

Question,  State  whether,  according  to  the  daily  papers  upon  both 
sides,  you  were  elected  or  defeated? 

Answer,  I  was  elected  by  two  hundred  and  ninety-seven  majorit}^, 
I  think,  by  the  report  in  the  papers  and  the  returns. 

Question.  In  the  county  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Questi^i.  When  did  you  first  learn,  as  near  as  3'ou  can  remember, 
that  there  was  any  question  to  be  made  in  relation  to  3'our  election, 
and  how  ? 

Answer.  I  learned  within  a  week  or  ten  davs  after  election  that 
there  was  a  question  to  be  made. 

Question.  State  what  it  was  and  how  3*ou  obtained  3'our  informa- 
tion? 

Ansicer.  At  first  it  was  not  stated.  It  was  in  the  form  of  a  rumor 
that  I  was  to  be  counted  out.  Believing  it  to  be  a  matter  with  no 
foundation  I  took  no  notice  of  it,  did  not  even  inquire  ;  but  as  the 
matter  went  on  I  did  make  inquiries,  and  various  reasons  were 
given.  The  Cherry-field  matter  was  spoken  of,  and  where  an  alleged 
foreigner  was  one  of  the  Selectmen  was  probabl}'  spoken  of,  and 
various  other  reasons,  but  it  was  confidently  stated  to  me  that  I  was 
to  be  counted  out — ^that  that  was  certain — and  ver3'  early  that  other 
oflftcers — our  Republican  candidate  for  Representative  from  Calais, 
for  instance  would  be  counted  in. 

Question.  State  when  you  first  heard  of  any  defective  returns  or 
defects  in  returns  that  were  to  be  taken  advantage  of  by  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Council  for  the  purpose  of  counting  you  or  other  State  or 
County  Officers  out? 

Anstver.  It  was  rumored  at  the  October  term  of  Court,  which  was 
the  first  Tuesday  of  October,  and  before,  that  something  of  that 
kind  was  to  be  done, — ^but  nothing  definitely  stated.  I  was  told  by 
several,  previous  to  that,  that  in  m}'  own  case  it  was  certain,  not 
giving  the  exact  reasons  ;  but  it  was  certain  it  would  be  done. 

Question.  Whether  or  not  3'OU  came  to  Augusta? 

Answer.  I  came  to  Augusta.  It  was  the  first  of  December,  I 
think ;  there  had  been  a  meeting  at  Augusta  of  the  Governor  and 
Council,  parties  coming  here,  and  it  was  stated  to  me  by  Mr.  Pike, 
who  had  come  at  the  first  meeting,  that  the  returns  were  not  to  be 
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seen  and  that  defects  were  to  be  counted  against  us ;  and  at  the 
second  meeting,  about  the  first  of  December  or  little  before,  I  came 
to  Augusta  m3'self. 

Question.  Did  you  see  any  State  Officers,  and  if  so,  who? 

Ansimr.  I  saw  the  Governor  and  CouncU  at  that  time,  and  re- 
quested to  see  the  returns.  The  Governor  and  Council,  at  m}*  first 
request,  refused  to  allow  me  to  look  at  the  county  returns.  I  finally 
made  an  application  again,  and  they  said  that  if  I  would  get  certified 
coi^ies  of  the  records  so  far  as  I  obtained  them  from  the  towns,  they 
would  allow  me  to  see  the  county  returns.  I  succeeded  within  the 
next  two  da^'s  in  getting  a  portion  of  them,  and  applied  and  did  see 
a  part  of  the  county  returns.  I  staid  here  four  or  five  days,  and 
finally  got  almost  all  of  the  records, — certified  copies  of  them, — ^and 
thev  allowed  me  to  see  the  returns.  At  that  time  information  came 
in  reference  to  the  Senatorial  returns.  We  had  not  been  allowed  to 
see  those.  I  had  made  the  application  myself,  and  we  were  not 
allowed  to  see  those,  that  changes  had  been  made,  that  corrected 
returns  had  been  sent  forward  to  the  Capitol. 

Question.  Whether  or  not  you  made  application  to  the  Governor 
and  Council  to  be  allowed  to  prove  that  certain  returns  from  Dem- 
ocratic  towns  for  Senators  and  Representatives  had  been  changed 
and  that  tliose  changes  were  made  to  supply  defects  discovered  in 
those  returns? 

Answer.  I  made  such  application  for  correction  of  returns  to  the 
Governor  and  Council. 

Question.  Examine  paper  marked  ^'Exhibit  11^  G.  D.  B.^  Clerk 
of  Committee  "  and  state  whether  it  is  in  yoiu"  hand  writing,  and 
whether  it  was  presented  by  you  to  the  Governor  and  Council? 

Answer.  That  is  in  my  hand  writing,  was  written  by  me  and  sent 
to  the  Governor  and  Council,  excepting  the  filing. 

Questioji.  Whether  or  not  that  document  was,  to  your  knowledge, 
delivered  to  the  Governor  and  Council  ? 

Answer.  It  was,  because  the  Governor  and  members  of  the  Council 
stated  to  me  afterwards  that  they  had  received  it. 

Question.  State  what  action  was  taken  in  relation  to  it,  and  what 
was  said  about  it ;  and  whether  j^ou  were  allowed  to  show  what  you 
offered  to  show  in  that  communication  ? 

Answer.  They  refused  absolutely  to  allow  me  to  put  any  proof  in, 
and  stated  to  me  that  they  regarded  it  as  an  insult, — the  sending  of 
the  letter.     In  an  inten^iew  I  had  with  the  Governor  afterwards,  I 
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went  in  for  the  correction  of  the  County  Returns  ;  he  produced  this 
letter,  and  stated  in  the  talk  that  the  returns  for  Senators  and  all 
other  returns  were  locked  up,  and  no  one  had  access  to  them  till  the 
time  they  were  delivered  to  the  sub-committee ;  that  from  that  time 
onward  there  had  been  no  changes  whatever,  no  blanks  had  ever 
been  sent  out  from  the  State  House,  and  that  the  charges  were 
utterly  false ;  and  it  was  reiterated  by  nearly  every  member  of  the 
Council,  all  being  present. 

Qaestion.  What  did  you  state  to  them  ? 

Answer.  I  stated  to  them  I  knew, — ^I  had  positive  information, — 
that  returns  that  were  only  sent  to  towns,  one  of  them  for  each  town, 
were  circulating  in  towns  in  this  State,  and  that  in  some  instances 
they  had  been  forwarded  to  the  Capitol  and  traced  to  the  desk  of  the 
Secretary  of  State. 

Question.  Did  you  state  they  were  returns  made  up  subsequent  to 
the  proper  returns  ? 

Answer.  I  did ;  and  that  I  had  proof  of  that  fact,  and  if  they 
would  allow  me  to  bring  the  witnesses,  those  facts  could  be  substan- 
tiated. He  then  asked  me  if  I  charged  substitution  upon  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Council.  I  told  him  I  made  no  charges  excepting  what 
was  in  the  writing.  He  asked  me  if  I  charged  it  upon  the  Secretary 
of  State.  I  told  him  if  I  had  any  difficulties  with  the  Secretary-  of 
State  I  would  settle  tliem  outside,  and  not  call  on  the  Governor  and 
Council. 

Qwestion.  Did  yon  afterwards  publish  that  document? 

Answer.  No ;  it  was  published  by  friends  of  mine,  afterwards ;  it 
was  published  on  the  next  day  after  it  was  sent  to  the  Council  by 
parties  who  were  associated  with  me. 

Question.  At  that  time  were  you  acting  for  other  persons  ? 

Anstoer.  I  was  acting  in  behalf  of  Senators  of  Washington 
county. 

Question.  I  find  on  the  back  of  this  the  word  "  Statement"  with 
two  large  exclamation  marks  written ;  was  that  written  bj-  3'ou  ? 

Ansioer.  Nothing  was  written  by  me  on  the  back.  It  was  folded 
and  put  in  an  envelope. 

Question.  Was  that  written  after  it  came  into  the  hands  of  the 
Governor  and  Council? 

Anstoer.  It  was. 

Question.  Do  you  find  that  in  very  large  letters,  with  two  large 
exclamation  points  ? 
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Answer.  Yes. 

Question,  Was  that  all  the  notice  that  was  ever  taken  of  your 
offer? 

Answer,  Yes,  excepting  the  conversation  I  had.  At  that  time 
the  Governor  stated  to  me  that  I  had  charged  in  this  letter  substitu- 
tion by  them.  I  told  him  he  better  read  the  letter,  and  he  could  not 
find  it.  He  then  referred  to  a  passage  where  I  had  offered  to  pa3^ 
the  expense,  and  he  said  that  was  insulting.  I  told  him  that  the 
only  purpose  of  it  was  to  make  it  easy  to  investigate,  that  it  was 
supposed,  in  writing  the  letter,  that  objection  might  be  made,  and  if 
there  was  no  appropriation  that  I  was  willing  to  bear  the  expense, 
and  tlje  purpose  was  to  make  it  eas}-  so  there  could  be  no  excuse 
for  refusing  to  answer  this  demand. 

Question.  Did  you,  at  any  time,  under  any  circumstances,  directly 
or  indirectly  in  words  or  b}'  implication,  acknowledge  to  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Council  or  any  other  person,  that  you  would  be  unable  to 
substantiate  the  chaises  made  in  that  document? 

Answer,  I  did  not.  I  reiterated  the  charges  when  I  was  before 
them  the  second  time,  and  stated  that  whenever  they  would  accept 
the  proposition  I  would  immediatel}'  produce  the  witnesses,  and  it 
never  was  changed  from  that  hour  to  the  present,  from  the  time  of 
writing  the  letter. 

Question,  Did  you  claim  the  right  to  produce  such  witnesses  ? 

Answer,  I  asked  the  privilege  of  doing  it. 

Question,  What  do  you  know,  if  anything,  in  relation  to  persons 
being  solicited  in  Washington  count}'  to  substitute  returns  ?  Have 
you  any  personal  knowledge  about  it,  any  more  than  hearsay  ? 

Answer,  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  fiirther  than  what  I  have 
heard  fVom  other  parties.  My  final  answer  to  the  Governor  and 
Council  was  that,  instead  of  receiving  this  communication  as  an  in- 
sult, if  I  were  in  their  place  and  position  and  had  the  duties  to  per- 
form that  they  had,  I  should  receive  it  as  a  matter  of  the  highest 
kindness,  bringing  such  information  tome  I  should  be  grateful  rather 
than  take  the  position  the}'  did. 

Question.  Did  3'ou  have  a  hearing  afterwards  before  the  Governor 
and  Council? 

Answer,  Yes.  After  I  got  through  with  this  they  then  voted  I 
might  proceed  with  the  correction  of  returns  of  Washington  counts- 
according  to  the  application  that  had  been  made  b}'  my  attorney. 

Question,  What  did  you  do? 
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Answer.  I  filed  a  copy  of  the  record  from  Calais.  I  filed  an  aflS- 
davit  of  the  Selectmen  of  Dennysville  in  reference  to  the  intention 
as  to  my  own  name  and  Mr.  Smart's.  The  application  had  named 
Marshfield  as  well  as  Calais  and  Dennysville,  but  I  only  put  in  cor- 
rections as  to  Calais  and  Dennysville.  They  reflised  the  corrections 
in  both  cases.  I  find  that  the  papers  I  filed,  showing  corrections, 
are  not  to  be  found  now  among  the  papers. 

Question.  Did  you,  after  that  hearing,  appear  again  before  the 
Council,  and  if  so  what  was  said? 

Answer.  This  was  at  the  second  hearing  that  I  refer  to ;  I  was 
met  in  the  ante-room  of  the  Council  Chamber  by  Mr.  Fogg  of  the 
Council;  he  said, — the  first  salutation  was,  —  ^'^  God  damn  you^ 
Bounds;  WewiU  take  your  scalp  if  there  isn't  another  one  counted 
out  in  tks  State  of  Maine  /" 

Question.  And  they  did  take  it? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Were  you  able  to  get  any  fiirther  satisfaction  from  the 
Governor  and  Council  than  what  you  have  stated. 

Answer.  No  further. 

Question.  Did  3'ou  appear  with  an  attorney? 

Answer.  I  requested  to  appear  with  an  attorney  and  they  refiised 
to  allow  me ;  I  wanted  him  as  a  witness  to  what  took  place. 

Question.  They  refused  to  allow  you  to  see  the  Senatorial  and 
Representative  returns  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  and  up  to  that  time,  had  reftised  to  allow  anybody 
from  our  county  to  see  them. 


March  2,  1880,  Evening. 
George  W.  Drisko,  sux)m  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  HALE : 

Question.  Residence  Machias? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
Question.  What  is  your  business  ? 

Answer.  I  publish  a  newspai)er,  and  am  interested  in  a  book  and 
stationery  store. 

Question.  At  Machias  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
Question.  What  is  your  newspaper? 
Ansu3er.  ^^  Machias  Union." 
Question.  What  are  its  politics  ? 
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Anntver.  We  call  it  Democratic. 

Question.  Everybody  else  calls  it  so  ? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  anybody  dispute  it. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  been  publishing  and  conducting  the 
'^Machias  Union?" 

Answer.  Since  August,  eighteen  hundred  and  fiftj'-four. 

Question.  You  are  publisher  and  editor? 

Ansu}er.  One  of  the  publishers  and  editor. 

Question.  Have  been  twenty-six  years  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so^ 

Question.  During  that  time  have  you  been,  as  was  natural,  con- 
siderably interested  in  politics  in  Washington  county? 

Answer.  More  or  less  so,  year  by  year. 

Question.  And,  by  reason  of  that  perhaps,  and  other  things, 
acquainted  with  political  men  throughout  the  State  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  During  the  last  administration — ^that  of  Governor 
Garcelon — have  you  been  more  or  less  at  Augusta? 

Ansicer.  M}^  recollection  is  I  was  in  Augusta  two  daj's  in  Jan- 
uary, eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine. 

Question.  During  the  session  of  the  Legislature  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  During  the  year  were  you  in  correspondence,  more  or 
less,  with  the  leading  men  of  the  Democratic  or  Greenback  parties? 

Answer.  Very  little,  indeed. 

Question.  Somewhat  so,  were  you  not? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  to  the  extent  of  six  letters  during  the 
whole  year. 

Question.  You  were  acquainted  with  Governor  Garcelon  ? 

Answer.  I  never  met  him  but  once. 

Question.  When  was  that? 

Answer.  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  shortl^^ 
after  he  was  inaugurated. 

Question.  Acquainted  with  any  members  of  his  Council? 

Answer.  I  have  no  recollection  of  ever  seeing  but  one  of  them. 

Question.  Who  was  that? 

Answer.  I  think  his  name  is  Monroe. 

Question.  You  took  a  lively  interest,  didn't  you,  in  the  last  Sep- 
tember election? 

Answer.  No ;  I  did  not  feel  very  much  interested  in  it ;  I  was 
interested  enough  to  fill  my  place  as  well  as  I  could. 
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QueHum.  Kept  your  paper  in  line  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  I  think  I  did  tolerably  well,  but  not  satisfiictory  to 
myself,  even. 

QuesHan.  Were  or  not  the  nominees  oa  the  Democratic  ticket  and 
Greenback  ticket  in  your  coonty  the  same  ? 

Angwer.  They  were. 

Question.  Nominated  first  by  a  convention  of ? 

Arunoer.  The  Greenback  party. 

Q^est^on.  And  indorsed  afterwards ? 

Anmeer.  By  the  Democratic  party ;  that  is  my  recollection. 

Question,  Yon  had  their  names  at  the  head  of  your  newspaper, 
didn't  you,  as  the  candidates? 

Answer.  That  is  our  custom,  and  I  think  we  did  the  last  canvass ; 
I  am  not  certain. 

Question.  You  sustained  them? 

Answer.  I  did. 

QwesHon.  Do  you  remember  whether  or  not  in  your  newspaper, 
BOiHi  after  election,  you  announced  the  election  of  a  Republican 
Legislature  in  both  branches  ? 

Answer.  I  think  I  did  announce  in  this  way — ^that  they  claimed  a 
majority  of  members  in  both  branches.  I  did  not  publish  any  tables 
showing  that. 

QuesHon.  You  did  not  admit  they  were  entitled  to  them  but  an- 
nounced they  claimed  a  majority? 

Answer.  I  think  I  generally  put  it  that  way. 

Question.  What  was  the  reason  you  made  that  distinction,  that 
they  claimed  it? 

Answer.  It  is  only  a  habit  I  have  got  into  of  stating  things  in  that 
way  that  I  do  not  know  positive  about. 

Question.  Did  you  have,  in  your  mind,  any  doubt  that  tlie  Repub- 
licans had  fairly  carried  both  House  and  Senate? 

Answer.  I  do  not  kpow  how  to  interpret  that  word  ^^  fkirly ;  **  I 
did  not  consider  that  they  fairly  carried  the  county  of  Washington. 

Question.  You  thought  it  belonged  to  the  Fnsionists  ? 

Answer.  I  thought  a  fair  expression  of  the  vote  there  would  give 
it  to  the  Fusion  ticket. 

Question.  That  was  the  basis  on  which  anything  you  did  after- 
wards rested, — ^that  you  thought  the  Fusion  ticket  ought  to  have  the 
county? 

Answer.  That  is  my  recollection. 
18 
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Qu£stion.  When  did  you  first,  after  election,  begin  to  make  any 
effort  with  reference  to  discoyering  technical  objections  in  the  re- 
turns in  towns  in  your  county? 

Aniiwer,  I  think  I  made  no  personal  effort,  till  nearly  the  middle 
of  November,  to  look  after  any  errors. 

Question.  Who  were  the  Democratic  candidates  for  Senators? 

Answer.  James  R.  Talbot  and  John  T.  Wallace,  Jr. 

Question.  You  knew  them  both? 

Answer.  PersonaDy. 

Question.  Who  was  the  candidate  for  County  Commissioner? 

Answer.  Henry  L.  Watts. 

Question.  Who  for  Treasurer? 

Answer.  Joseph  Wilder,  Jr. 

Question.  You  knew  them  all? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Had  you  not  long  previous  to  the  middle  of  November, 
in  your  newspaper,  claimed  that  the  Republicans  had  not  elected  a 
majority  of  the  Legislature,  or  had  not  carried  Washington  county  ? 

Answer.  I  think  I  did  make  such  a  statement  as  that,  and  had 
doubts  about  it. 

Question.  When  did  you  first  make  that  statement  in  your  news- 
paper? 

Answer.  I  should  think  in  the  very  next  issue  after  election. 

Question.  Didn't  you  follow  that  up  mostly  in  every  issue  around 
to  the  time  of  the  counting  out? 

Answer.  That  is  my  recollection,  excepting  I  was  absent  a  week 
or  two. 

Question.  Where  were  you  when  you  were  absent? 

Ansioer.  Portland,  Boston  and  vicinity. 

Question.  How  long  did  you  stop  in  Portland? 

Answer.  I  should  think  one  day  on  my  way  to  Boston,  and  per- 
haps one  day  on  my  way  back. 

Qu£stion.  What  time  was  that? 

Answer.  I  returned  from  Portland  on  the  eighth  day  of  November. 

Question.  You  were  gone  about  a  week? 

Anstoer.  Two  weeks,  I  think,  or  nearly. 

Question.  You  must  have  started  the  twenty-fifth  or  twenty-sixth 
of  October? 

Answer.  The  latter  part,  I  think ;  I  left  home  Monday  and  re- 
turned Saturday,  the  week  following. 
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Question.  Where  did  you  stop  in  Maine,  except  Portland? 

Answer,  Nowhere  else  in  Maine. 

Que^ion.  Whom  did  you  see  of  leading  Democrats  or  Green- 
backers  in  Portland? 

Answer.  Quite  a  good  number  of  them. 

Question.  And  talked  with  them  generally  about  the  situation? 

Ansioer.  I  think  I  did. 

Question.  Was,  or  not,  at  that  time,  the  prevailing  topic  of  con- 
versdtion  among  political  men  in  Maine,  the  question  of  the  count 
by  the  Governor  and  Council? 

Answer.  I  think  I  first  heard  of  it  in  Portland  on  my  way  to  Bos- 
ton ;  I  heard  of  it  at  Boston. 

Question.  Whom  did  you  hear  it  from  in  Portland? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  but  I  was  in  several  lawyers'  ofl9ces 
there,  and  others  where  it  was  talked  over  by  men  I  did  not  know. 
I  heard  it  talked  about  in  a  joking  way. 

Question.  Whom  did  you  hear  talk  aboyt  it  in  a  joking  way? 

Answer.  I  should  think  in  the  Mayor's  office,  by  Mr.  Walker,  as 
likely  as  anybody. 

Question.  Mayor  Walker  had  formerly  been  a  neighbor  of  yours  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  for  twenty  years. 

Question,  A  Democratic  politician  in  Washington  county? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  other  leading  Democrats  did  you  see  in  Portland  ? 

Ansioer.  1  think  I  saw  Bion  Bradbuiy  and  S.  R.  Lyman. 

Question.  Mr.  Dana? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  him. 

Question.  Dr.  Dana,  chairman  of  the  Democratic  City  Com- 
mittee? 

Answer.  I  did  not  meet  him.  I  do  not  remember  that  I  ever  met 
him ;  I  may  have  but  do  not  recollect  it.      • 

Question.  Whom  else  have  you  met  in  Portland  besides  those  gen- 
tlemen? 

Ansvoer.  I  think  of  Mr.  Barbour,  of  Owen  &  Barbour,  T.  G. 
Loring,  druggist. 

Question.  Councillor  Chase? 

Answer.  I  never  met  him  till  I  met  him  in  the  city  this  evening, 
that  I  remember. 

Question.  Whom  else  did  you  see  in  Portland? 

Answer.  I  cannot  remember,  quite  a  large  number.  I  heard  it 
mentioned  quite  generally  among  those  I  was  acquainted  with. 
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Question.  All  over  the  State  it  was  rumored  that  they  proposed  to 
count  out  certain  Republican  members,  was  it  not? 

Answer.  I  might  infer  that  in  the  conversation.  The  conyersalaon 
I  heard  was  more  like  this,  that  there  were  mistakes  in  records  and 
returns,  or  something  like  that. 

Question.  That  was  the  ground  on  which  it  was  put? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Wasn't  the  conclusion,  as  reached,  that  those  records 
or  returns  would  have  to  be  thrown  out  for  technical  defects  ? 

Answer.  That  was  the  conclusion  I  came  to. 

Question.  You  came  to  the  conclusion  that  was  going  to  be  done, 
from  the  talk  you  had  with  Democratic  and  Greenback  politicians? 

Answer.  I  thought  so  at  the  time. 

Question.  You  had  not  heard  of  it  before? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  But,  on  coming  to  Portland  and  talking  with  leading 
men  you  came  to  the  conclusion  that,  on  account  of  technical  defects 
in  returns,  certain  Republicans  were  going  to  be  counted  out? 

Answer.  I  thought  that  might  be  the  case  from  what  I  heard. 

Question.  Was  it  then  that  it  first  came  into  your  mind  to  hunt 
up  defects  in  returns  in  Washington  county,  or  before  that? 

Answer.  I  have  had  a  way  of  talking  with  my  Democratic  friends 
for  years  about  election  time,  and  after,  in  relation  to  mistakes  of 
records  and  in  returns,  and  it  was  a  natural  thing  for  me  to  think  of 
it  at  any  time  without  any  suggestion. 

Question.  Have  you  heretofore  had  the  habit,  after  the  election, 
of  talking  much  with  leading  Democratic  politicians  about  eiectioii 
returns,  before  this  year? 

Answer.  I  have  frequently,  for  the  reason  that  such  mistakes  have 
occurred  in  our  county,  and  Democrats  have  been  bounced  out  in 
consequence  of  it.  • 

Question.  Had  you,  when  you  came  to  Portland,  ascertained  any 
defects  in  Washington  county? 

Answer.  I  think  not  at  that  time. 

Question.  You  had  not  heard  of  the  counting  out  process  at  that 
time? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  I  had. 

Question.  Hadn't  you  heard  of  any  defects  in  returns  in  Washing- 
ton county  when  you  were  in  Portland,  and  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  certain  Republicans  were  to  be  counted  out? 
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Answer,  No ;  I  had  no  definite  knowledge  of  any  defects  in  any 
single  town  excepting  by  ramor  and  talk  in  offices  and  hotels. 

Quettion.  What  were  the  ramors  and  talks  you  heard  in  offices 
and  hotels  about  defects  ? — ^in  what  towns  ? 

Answer.  I  remember  Jonesport,  Cutler,  and  one  or  two  others ; 
and  Addison. 

Question.  Those  were  not  defects  in  Republican  towns? 

Answer.  I  think  Cherryfield  was  spoken  of,  and  Dennysyille ; 
quite  a  number ;  I  do  not  know  as  there  was  much  difference  in  the 
number  or  extent. 

Question.  Had  yon  heard  that  any  Democrat  was  to  be  counted 
out  because  of  any  defects? 

Answer.  I  did  not  hear  of  that. 

Question.  You  did  not  hear  of  any  Democrats  being  thrown  out? 

Answer.  Yes ;  that  is,  I  supposed  it  might  occur. 

Question.  I  understood  you  to  say  you  did  not  hear  of  any  Dem- 
ocrats being  thrown  out? 

Ansujer.  I  did  not  hear  of  any  Republicans  being  thrown  out ; 
simply  my  guess  work. 

Question.  On  defective  returns  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  or  records  or  something  of  that  sort. 

Question.  When  you  went  to  Boston  whom  did  you  see  there  of 
political  men  in  Maine? 

Answer.  No  political  men  in  Boston  who  belonged  in  Maine,  but 
old  residents  of  Machias  and  vicinity  who  had  no  particular  interest 
in  it  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Are  you  acquainted  with  Eben  F.  Pillsbury  ? 

Answer.  I  have  met  him  but  a  very  few  times. 

Question.  Have  you  known  him  politically? 

Answer.  I  have. 

Que^ion.  Had  correspondence  with  him? 

Answer.  Not  for  a  long  time. 

Question.  Has  he  been  through  your  region  in  times  past,  stumping  ? 

Answer.  I  have  no  recollection  of  ever  seeing  him  in  that  count}'. 

Question.  Wasn't  he  there  this  year? 

Answer.  I  have  no  recollection  of  his  being  there.  I  did  not  see 
him  there ;  I  have  no  recollection  of  it. 

Question.  What  day  did  you  come  back  to  Portland  from  Boston  ? 

Answer.  I  should  think  the  sixth  of  November. 

Question.  Did  you  stop  over  a  day  there? 
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Answer,  I  think  I  did,  and  remained  till  Friday  evening  when  the 
boat  left. 

Qiuestion.  On  what  business  did  you  stop  there  ? 

Answer.  Business  of  buying  stationery,  books  and  blank  news- 
paper. 

Question,  Did  you  attend  to  any  of  that  when  you  went  up  ? 

Answer,  Not  much,  only  got  prices,  compared  them. 

Question,  Did  you  buy  stationery  and  books  when  you  came  back  ? 

Answer,  I  bought  small  bills. 

Question,  To  what  extent? 

Answer.  I  should  say  one  hundred  dollars  or  one  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

Question,  Where  did  you  stay  in  Porthind  ? 

Answer,  I  think  at  the  Preble  House,  the  night  I  stopped. 

Question,  See  any  political  men  there  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  I  have  no  recollection  of  seeing  anybody  but  General 
Murray,  formerly  of  Pembroke. 

Question,  He  is  a  Republican  ? 

Answer,  I  suppose  so. 

Question,  See  any  Democrats  during  that  day  in  Portland? 

Answer,  Yes ;  I  met  them,  I  suppose,  on  the  street  or  in  offices. 

Question,  Such  as  whom? 

Answer,  Similar  to  those  I  named  before. 

Question,  More  talk  then  about  counting  out? 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  I  heard  much  said  about  it,  although  per- 
haps it  was  alluded  to. 

Question,  Anything  then  said  about  defects  in  Washington 
county? 

Answer,  There  might  have  been ;  I  am  not  positive  there  was  on 
my  return ;  and  I  do  not  know  but  there  might  have  been.  I  think 
at  the  breakfast  table  at  the  Preble  House  I  heard  some  gentleman 
conversing  about  this  matter,  but  I  did  not  know  them  and  asked  no 
questions. 

Question.  How  did  you  go  back  ? 

Ansuoer,  By  steamer  ''  Lewiston." 

Question,  What  time  did  you  reach  home  ? 

Ansioer.  About  ten  o'clock  Saturday  evening. 

Question.  What  day? 

Answer.  November  eighth. 

Question,  You  hadn't  been  to  Augusta? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 
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Qu€9iion.  What  commimicatioii  had  you  had  with  anybody  in 
Augusta? 

Answer.  None  at  all  at  that  time. 

Question,  When  yon  got  home  did  you  find  there  any  communica- 
tion from  Augusta  awaiting  you? 

Answer.  My  recollection  is  I  did  not. 

Question.  How  soon  after  you  got  home  were  you  in  communica- 
tion in  any  way  with  an^'body  at  Augusta? 

Answer.  I  don't  remember  of  writing  at  all  to  Augusta. 

Question.  You  had  not  been  to  Augusta  at  all  on  your  trip  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  not  been  in  Augusta  before  to-day  since 
last  January,  a  year  ago. 

Question.  How  soon  after  3'ou  got  home  did  3*ou  hear  f^om 
Augusta? 

Answer.  The  next  day. 

Question.  You  had  not  written  ? 

Anstoer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Whom  did  you  hear  firom? 

AnMJoer.  Through  the  ''  Kennebec  Journal"  and  ^^  Maine  Stand- 
ard," newspapers. 

Question.  Those  you  were  getting  all  the  time  ? 

Anstoer.  I  was ;  I  had  those  on  my  list  of  exchanges. 

Question.  How  soon  after  you  got  home  did  you  hear  in  any  way 
from  Augusta  besides  through  the  press  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  of  having  a  letter  from  anybody  at 
Augusta  at  any  time  about  that  time  or  since  till  after  the  seventh  of 
January. 

Question.  Don't  remember? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  I  received  a  letter  fh>m  a  person  in 
Augusta. 

Question.  What  communication  did  you  receive  fix>m  anybody 
who  had  anything  to  do  at  Augusta  with  the  State  Offices  or  with 
the  Governor  and  Council? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  that  I  had  a  letter  frt>m  any  one  con- 
nected with  the  government  in  any  way. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  communication  ? 

Answer.  No  communication  whatever  that  I  can  think  of. 

Question.  From  anybody  at  Augusta? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Did  you  see  anybody,  after  you  got  home  during  the 
next  week? 
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Answer.  No,  I  don't  remember  that  I  saw  anybody  from  Augasta, 
anybody  that  I  knew. 

Question.  Did  you  receive  any  papers  or  blanks  that  came  in  any 
way  whatever  from  Angusta,  or  envelopes  ? 

Answer.  I  received  an  envelope,  and  blank  in  it,  that  I  thought 
might  have  come  fr^m  Augusta,  but  I  had  no  knowledge. 

Qtiestian.  What  made  you  think  it  had  come  from  Augusta? 

Anaujer.  Because  it  was  a  printed  blank. 

Questian.  What  kind? 

Answer.  My  recollection  is  it  was  for  Senatorial  returns. 

Question.  For  what  Senatorial  district? 

Answer.  That  I  cannot  tell  you. 

Question.  That  was  in  blank? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was ;  I  -do  not  remember ;  I  did  not  read  it. 

Question.  A  blank  for  Senatorial  returns  ? 

Answer.  That  is  my  recollection. 

Question.  What  was  it  in  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  remember  that  it  was  in  any  thing  at  all. 

Question.  In  an  envelope? 

Answer.  I  cannot  remember  now. 

Question.  You  don't  remember  there  was  any  envelope  in  it? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  that  there  was. 

Question.  How  many  did  you  receive  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  of  more  than  two  blanks. 

Question.  There  were  two  Senatorial  blanks  ? 

Answer.  That  is  all  I  remember  of. 

Question.  Just  alike? 

Anstver.  I  presume  so.  I  did  not  read  them  an}''  more  than  I  Baw 
in  the  heading. 

Question.  Were  there  not  official  envelopes  with  them,  with  printed 
directions  on  the  outside,  and  blanks  for  the  signatures  of  the 
Selectmen? 

Answer.  There  might  have  been,  but  I  cannot  remember  tliat 
there  were  any  envelopes. 

Question.  What  shape  did  they  come  to  you  in? 

Ansu}er.  It  seems  to  me  that  James  R.  Talbot  handed  them  to 
me. 

Question.  Was  he  a  candidate? 

Answer.  He  was,  for  Senator. 

Question.  That  was  about  what  time  in  November? 
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Answer.  I  should  think  it  was  Tuesday  following  my  arrival  home 
on  Saturday. 

Qites^ion.  Where  did  you  receive  them  from  Mr.  Talbot? 

Amncer.  In  my  store  or  (^ce  in  Machias. 

Qfiestion,  Where  did  he  say  he  got  them  from? 

Answer.  He  did  not  tell  me  anything  about  it. 

Question.  Did  you  not  ask  him  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  ask  him  any  question  about  it. 

Q^e8Hon.  What  were  they  in  when  they  were  handed  to  you? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  about  that. 

Quekion.  What  did  he  tell  you  he  wanted  done  with  them? 

Answer.  He  did  not  speak  of  any  particular  object  he  had  in  view. 

Question.  Simply  handed  them  to  you  ? 

Answer.  He  simply  handed  them  to  me  and  mentioned  some 
towns  where  he  had  heard  of  errors  in  records  or  returns. 

Question.  What  were  those  towns? 

Answer.  My  recollection  is  that  he  named  three  or  four  towns. 

Question.  What  were  they? 

Answer.  I  think  Addison  and  Jonesborough ;  and  he  spoke  of 
some  other  towns  in  the  eastern  part  Gi  the  county, — I  do  not  know 
what. 

Question.  Marion? 

Answer.  Possibly;  I  do  not  remember;  I  am  not  acquainted 
down  that  way  very  much  and  did  not  take  much  interest  in  it. 

Question.  Was  it  Marion  ? 

Answer.  Possibly. 

Question.  Your  recollection  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  that  he  spoke  of  Marion,  although 
he  might. 

Question.  What  other  towns  ?  # 

Answer,  If  he  spoke  of  any  it  was  Cutler. 

Question.  Whiting? 

Answer.  Possibly. 

Question.  You  remember  Jonesborough  and  Addison  ? 

Answer.  I  think  I  do,  distinctly. 

Question.  But  do  not  remember  Cutler  and  Whiting? 

Answer.  No,  because  it  was  out  of  my  beat. 

Question.  What  did  he  say  the  defects  were  ? 

Answer.  He  did  not  teU  me. 

Question.  You  are  confident  that  James  R.  Talbot,  who  gave  you 
those  blanks,  did'not  tell  you  what  those  defects  were? 
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Answer.  That  is  my  recollection. 

Question.  What  were  you  to  do  with  those  blanks? 

Answer.  My  object  was  to  go  to  Democratic  towns  to  see  if  I 
could  see  any  errors  in  returns  or  see  what  Town  Clerks  or  Select- 
men would  tell  me. 

Question.  What  did  you  propose  to  do  ? 

Answer.  I  supposed  I  had  a  right  to  suggest  to  them  correction 
of  retuma  to  conform  to  the  record. 

Question.  What  law  had  you  in  mind  ? 

Answer.  I  had  an  idea  there  was  a  law  allowing  corrections  of 
returns  to  conform  to  the  record. 

Question.  Did  you  have  an  idea,  without  looking  at  the  law? 

Anstoer.  I  had  looked  it  up  myself. 

Question.  Where? 

Answer.  I  have  all  the  acts  that  have  been  passed  for  several 
years. 

Question.  What  law,  before  you  started  out  on  this  expedition  of 
yours,  did  you  look  up  that  gave  you  the  idea  you  had  a  right  to 
take  returns  to  towns  and  have  corrections  made  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  there  was  any  law  giving  me  that  right ; 
I  only  assumed  to  take  that  privilege ;  I  had  other  business  and 
took  these  returns. 

Question.  What  law  did  you  find  that  you  thought  authorized  you 
or  anybody  to  make  new  returns  for  the  purpose  of  correcting  errors  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  the  law  or  the  title  of  it ;  I  turned 
to  it  in  a  hurry. 

Question.  How  long  ago  was  it? 

Answer.  In  November. 

Question.  How  many  months  ago? 

Answer.  Last  November. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that,  in  this  matter  talked  about 
constantly  and  discussed  in  your  paper,  you  cannot  tell,  when  as 
you  say  you  looked  up  the  law,  what  law  it  was  you  found  that  jus- 
tified anybody  in  having  such  corrections  made  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  the  title  of  the  law  and  cannot  tell 
the  year  it  was  passed. 

Question.  What  was  the  substance  of  it? 

Anstoer.  I  think  the  substance  was  that  Selectmen  or  Town  Ofli- 
cere  had  a  right,  in  so  many  days,  to  make  corrections. 

Question.  How  many  days  ? 
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Anstoer.  Twenty  days  from  some  date ;  I  do  not  remember  how  it 
read. 

Question,  What  was  that  date  from? 

Anmoer,  I  cannot  tell  now. 

Question.  Had  a  right  to  make  corrections  twenty  days  from 
what? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  what ;  I  did  not  think  of 
what  at  the  time.  The  idea  I  got  from  reading  it  was  that  Town 
Officers  had  a  right  to  correct  returns  to  conform  with  the  record. 

Question.  What  is  the  record? 

Answer.  The  one  made  in  town  meeting,  I  suppose. 

Question.  The  return  is  made  in  town  meeting  ? 

Answer.  Should  be. 

Question.  And  sent  on  ? 

Ansu}er.  Should  be. 

Question.  What  was  the  record  that  was  referred  to  that  the  cor- 
rection could  be  made  frx>m,  did  you  suppose  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  know  an3rthing  about  it. 

Question.  What  did  you  suppose  the  law  referred  to  which  you 
hunted  up  when  it  said  the  correction  might  be  made  from  the 
record? 

Answer.  Any  misspelling  of  the  name  or  mistake  in  number  of 
votes  recorded. 

Question.  You  say  you  understood  the  correction  could  be  made 
from  the  record.  What  did  you  understand  to  be  the  record  that  a 
correction  of  a  return  could  be  made  from  ? 

Answer.  I  supposed  if  the  record  conformed  to  the  facts 

Question.  What  record? 

Answer.  Town  record  kept  by  the  Town  Clerk. 

Question.  In  what? 

Answer.  I  supposed  in  a  book. 

Question.  Then,  ii  you  understood  anything  from  that,  it  was 
that  the  town  authorities  had  a  right  to  correct  the  return  from  the 
record  which  is  found  in  the  Town  Clerk's  book  and  made  up  by 
him? 

Answer.  To  conform  to  that  record. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  there  was  any  other  kind  of  cor- 
rection that  could  be  made  excepting  that? 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question,  Had  you  up  to  that  time  examined  any  town  record 
book? 
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Answer.  I  had  not  seen  any. 

Qfiestion.  Have  you  ever,  fix>m  that  time  to  this,  examined  any 
town  record  book  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know,  of  your  own  knowledge,  that  in  any  sin- 
gle one  of  the  towns  you  have  mentioned,  the  town  record  differed 
from  the  return  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Then  what  right  would  you  have  to  set  about  any  correc- 
tion if  you  did  not  know  that  the  record  varied  from  the  return? 

Answer.  Because  I  supposed  or  suspected  there  might  have  been. 

Question.  How  could  you  prove  it  excepting  by  making  an  exam- 
ination of  the  record  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  have  any  time  or  inclination  to,  but  I  supposed 
the  Selectmen  would. 

Question.  Would  it  take  any  longer  to  go  to  the  towns  and  see 
the  records  than  to  go  to  see  the  Selectmen  and  Clerk  ? 

Answer.  Very  much,  in  some  towns. 

Question.  When  you  went  to  see  the  Town  Clerk  was  he  not  tbe 
man  that  had  the  record? 

Answer.  I  never  saw  the  Town  Clerk  anywhere. 

Question.  Waj9  there  any  difficulty  in  seeing  the  Town  Cleik? 

Answer.  In  one  case  he  lived  off  of  the  road. 

Question.  Starting  out  with  the  law  you  hunted  up,  did  you  ever, 
in  a  single  case,  as  a  foundation  for  your  expedition,  go  and  look  at 
a  town  record  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Why  not? 

An,swer.  I  thought  if  I  named  anything  of  the  kind  they  would 
look,  and,  if  they  got  at  anjiihing,  they  would  attend  to  it  in  con- 
junction with  the  Clerk.     I  had  no  interest  in  it. 

Question.  What  was  there  to  correct  unless  there  was  a  discrep- 
ancy ? 

Answer.  Nothing. 

Question.  Had  you  heard,  in  a  single  case,  there  was  a  record  dif- 
fering from  the  return  of  a  town  ? 

Answer.  Only  in  Addison. 

Question.  Had  you  heard  that  it  was  so  in  Addison  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  had. 

Qu£stio7i.  Then  you  did  not  start  out  with  the  idea  of  going  to  see 
the  town  records,  and  seeing  if  they  agreed  with  the  returns? 
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Answer.  I  oould  not  do  that,  because  I  had  no  returns  to  refer  to. 
I  should  probably  have  gone  to  the  records  if  I  had  not  met  the 
Selectmen  previous  to  seeing  the  Clerk. 

Question.  What  do  you  think  is  the  best  basis  for  the  correction 
of  a  town  return  on  an  important  matter  like  this,  the  say-so  of  a 
Selectman  or  the  sight  of  the  record? 

Answer.  Sight  of  the  record  would  satisfy  me  better. 

Question.  You  did  not  examine  any  record  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  have  copies  of  any  returns  so  that  if  the  records 
were  examined  it  could  be  seen  that  they  differed  from  the  records? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Suppose  you  went  to  the  Selectmen  and  conferred  with 
them  about  the  correction  of  a  return  by  the  record  and  had  no  copy 
of  the  return,  how  did  you  suppose  the  Selectmen  could  know  how 
to  make  a  corrected  return  ? 

Answer.  I  will  state  the  Addison  case. 

Question.  I  do  not  want  you  to. 

Ansujer.  That  covers  the  whole  ground. 

Question.  You  had  no  copies  of  returns  to  show  what  they  con- 
tained? 

Answer.  None  at  all. 

Question.  Did  you  know  of  any  of  the  Selectmen  having  any 
copies? 

Answer.  I  did  not  hear  of  any. 

Question.  Where  could  any  copies  of  returns  be  got? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  excepting  at  the  Secretary  of  State's 
<^ce,  or  where  printed. 

Question.  I  mean  the  return? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  they  could  be  got  anywhere  excepting 
at  the  Secretary  of  State's  office ;  I  do  not  know  about  that. 

Question.  You  had  none  of  those  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  You  had  nothing  whatever  excepting  what  Talbot  had 
told  yon  about  defects  in  Jonesborough  and  Addison ;  and  perhaps 
Whiting,  and  Cutler,  or  Marion? 

Answer.  What  Talbot  said  was  only  confirmatory  of  what  I  had 
heard  in  Portland. 

Question.  You  had  heard  in  Portland  there  were  defects  in  towns  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 
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Question,  What  towns  in  Washington  county  had  you  heard  in 
Portland  were  defective  ? 

Anstoer.  I  do  not  know  as  they  spoke  of  any  particular  town. 

Question.  Did  you  get  anything  from  anybody  excepting  what 
Talbot  told  you  about  this  ? 

Answer.  I  think  I  saw  it  in  the  papers  about  that  time. 

Qtiestion.  What  paper? 

Answer,  I  do  not  remember. 

Question,  What  the  defects  were  in  certain  towns? 

Answer,  Or  rumors.  I  do  not  remember  whether  it  was  at  that 
time  or  later. 

Question,  Whether,  at  that  time,  you  had  seen  any  statement  of 
any  defects  in  Washington  county,  in  the  newspaper? 

Answer,  I  cannot  say  positive  that  any  towns  were  mentioned. 

Question,  Talbot  was  a  candidate,  and  had  mentioned  it  to  you? 

Answer.  That  is  my  recollection. 

Question,  Have  you  any  doubt  of  that? 

Answer,  I  cannot  state  positive  that  he  named  towns,  because 
they  were  rumors. 

Question,  Did  he  tell  you  what  the  defects  were  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  tell  you  what  the  defect  was  in  Jonesborough  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Did  he  tell  you  what  the  defect  was  in  Addison  ? 

Answer,  I  have  no  recollection  of  his  telling  me  any  defect  in  any 
town,  although  he  might  possibly. 

Question,  After  getting  these  blank  Senatorial  returns,  and  after 
having  had  this  talk  with  Talbot  about  certain  defects  in  those 
towns,  when  did  you  first  start  out  with  the  purpose  of  substituting 
those  returns  or  doing  anything  in  reference  to  those  returns  ? 

Answer,  I  think  about  the  fourteenth  of  November ;  that  is  mj* 
recollection. 

Question,  Where  did  you  start  from  ? 

Answer.  From  my  home,  Machias. 

Question,  Where  did  you  go  first? 

Answer,  I  followed  the  travelled  road  west  through  Jonesborough 
and  Columbia  Falls  to  Addison. 

Question.  Where  did  you  stop  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  get  out  of  the  wagon  from  the  time  I  left  home 
till  I  reached  Addison. 
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Question.  Did  you  stop  at  Jonesborough  ? 

Answer.  I  stopped  in  the  road ;  met  one  of  the  Selectmen. 

Question.  What  did  you  have  with  you  ? 

Anstoer.  Blank  returns  that  Talbot  gave  me. 

Question.  Blank  Senatorial  returns  ? 

Answer.  That  is  my  recollection. 

Question.  For  those  two  towns  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  not  your  purpose  when  you  started  to  use  those 
returns  in  getting  corrections? 

Answer.  I  had  no  other  purpose  in  view,  and  intended  to  have 
nothing  more  to  do  with  it  than  to  suggest  there  might  be  mistakes 
to  be  corrected. 

Question.  Whom  did  you  meet  in  Jonesborough? 

Answer.  Jotham  Merritt,  one  of  the  Selectmen,  so  called. 

Question.  Where  did  you  meet  him? 

Answer.  Near  the  bridge,  I  think,  in  Jonesborough. 

Question.  Did  you  stop? 

Answer.  A  very  short  time. 

Question.  Talk  with  him  ? 

Answer.  Three  to  five  minutes. 

Question.  What  did  you  tell  him  about  the  returns  in  Jones- 
borough? 

Answer.  I  suggested  to  him  there  might  be  some  mistake  in  his 
return  in  Jonesborough. 

Question.  What  mistake  did  you  suggest  to  him  there  was? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  I  can  remember  Just  what  he  said. 

Question.  What  did  you  tell  Mr.  Merritt  was  the  defect  in  the 
Jonesborough  return  ? 

Answer.  I  suggested  to  him,  if  I  did  an3'thing,  that  there  was 
some  mistake  in  the  name,  recording  or  spelling  out  fhlly  the  vote 
or  in  making  figures,  or  something  of  that  sort. 
•  Question.  Merritt  says  you  told  him  what  the  defect  was.  I  want 
you  to  tell  us  what  you  told  him  was  the  defect  in  the  Jonesborough 
return? 

Answer.  I  have  stated  the  substance  as  near  as  I  can  recollect. 

Question.  You  have  stated  some,  all  of  which  wouldn't  be  found 
in  one  return.  What  was  the  particular  defect  which  you  told  him 
existed  in  the  Jonesborough  return  ? 

Answer.  My  idea  is  I  suggested  to  him  that  those  several  mis- 
takes might  exist  in  any  return. 
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Question.  What  particular  defect  in  Jonesborough  did  you  tell 
him  of? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  that  I  stated  to  him  any  definite 
error ;  I  could  not  have  done  so. 

Question.  Didn't  you  tell  him  what  the  defect  was  in  the  Joaee- 
borough  return  ? 

Answer.  I  suggested  these  several  mistakes. 

Qy^ion.  Didn't  you  tell  him  what  the  defect  was  in  the  Jones- 
borough  return  ? 

Answer.  I  have  no  recollection  that  I  told  him  so  in  plain  words, 
or  directly. 

Question.  What  was  the  defect  in  the  Jonesborough  return? 

Answer.  The  rumor  that  I  heard  was  that  the  vote  was  not 
spelled  out. 

Question.  That  is  the  number  of  votes  was  not  spelled  out? 

Answer.  Yes ;  ditto  used,  or  something  of  that  sort. 

Question.  Whom  had  you  heard  that  rumor  from  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  any  particular  person.  I  and  my 
partner  used  to  talk  it  over,  and  it  was  common  talk  on  the  street. 

Question.  That  the  Jonesborough  return  was  defective  in  that  it 
did  not  have  the  number  of  votes  written  out,  but  ditto  marks  ? 

Answer.  Something  like  that ;  I  do  not  know  what  it  was,  but  we 
heard  such  talk. 

Question.  Didn't  you  tell  Merritt  that  was  the  defeet? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  I  did,  positively. 

Question.  Didn't  you  tell  him  in  terms  and  words  that  the  defect 
in  the  Jonesborough  return  was  that  the  ditto  marks  had  been  used 
for  the  second  candidates  instead  of  being  written  out?  and,  unless 
it  was  corrected,  the  town's  vote  would  be  lost? 

Answer.  He  might  have  got  that  idea  from  what  I  said,  but  I 
made  no  such  positive  statement  to  him  or  any  other  person. 

Question.  Wasn't  that  the  first  knowledge  he  had  of  it? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Did  he  intimate  to  you  that  he  had  any  knowledge  of 
this  defect  before  that? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  whether  he  did  or  not.  Some  Town 
Officers  suggested  mistakes  at  once,  as  soon  as  I  suggested  the 
matter. 

Question.  Did  Mr.  Merritt? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  whether  he  did  or  not ;  possibly  he  did. 
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Question.  Did  Mr.  Merritt  mention  the  defect  before  you  told  him 
what  it  was  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  that  he  did. 

Q;iie8tion.  Did  he  intimate  to  yon  that  he  knew  what  the  defect 
was? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  now  that  he  did. 

(Question.  Then  it  must  have  been  mentioned  by  you? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  ;  I  do  not  deny  I  mentioned  it. 

Question.  What  was  your  idea,— ^what  correction  could  be  made  ? 

Answer.  My  ide'a  was  this : — ^that  if  the  error  was  in  the  Septem- 
ber return,  a  new  return  could  be  made  under  the  statement  that  it 
was  a  corrected  return  to  conform  to  the  record. 

Question.  Was  Mr.  Merritt  the  Town  Clerk? 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Question.  Did  he  intimate  to  you  that  he  knew  anythii^  about 
what  the  record  was  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  whether  he  did  or  not. 

Question.  Did  you  refer  him  to  the  record  at  all  or  mention  it? 

Answer.  I  did ;  I  told  him  he  must  examine  the  record. 

Question.  You  told  Mr.  Merritt  he  must? 

Answer.  That  is  my  recollection,  because  I  had  the  idea  that  any 
man  had  a  right  to  change  the  return. 

Question.  Did  you  tell  Mr.  Merritt  anything  about  the  record? 

Answer.  Certainly,  that  is  my  recollection,  if  I  said  anything  at 
all ;  the  first  thing  I  said  was  that,  if  the  record  was  right,  I  thought 
he  had  a  right  to  correct  the  return  to  conform  to  the  record.  That 
has  been  my  doctrine  for  years. 

Q^iestion.  Do  you  remember  of  telling  Mr.  Merritt  that  the  defect 
in  their  return  was  that  the  ditto  marks  had  been  used  instead  of 
writing  out  against  two  of  the  candidates,  and  that  unless  it  was  cor- 
rected the  vote  of  the  town  would  be  thrown  out,  and  that  you 
wanted  him  to  correct  it  upon  this  blank  that  you  gave  him  and 
send  it  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  without  your  saying  a  word  about 
the  record? 

Answer.  It  would  be  very  natural  for  me  to  surest  a  correction 
of  that  kind.     I  do  not  know  how  I  put  it.     I  did  it  Yory  quick. 

Question.  Tell  this  Committee  whether  you  do  not  remember  that 
you  talked  to  him  and  gave  him  that  information  and  did  not  men- 
tion the  reo(»xl  at  all? 

19 
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Anatver.  I  do  not  have  the  least  idea  I  did  so.  My  idea  was  if 
the  record  was  right  we  had  a  right  to  correct  the  return  to  conform 
to  it. 

Question,  Did  you  name  the  record  to  him  ? 

Ariswer.  I  did. 

Question,  Where  was  the  record  ? 

Anstcer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Who  was  the  Town  Clerk? 

Anstcer,  Mr.  Trickey,  I  think. 

Queston.  How  far  did  he  live  from  where  you  were  ? 

Answer,  Half  a  mile  or  more. 

Question,  Did  Mr.  Merritt  tell  you  he  was  going  to  the  Towq 
Clerk? 

Answer,  I  do  not  remember  what  he  said ;  but  possibly  he  did. 

Quention,  Why  didn't  you  go  with  him  ? 

Answer,  I  was  in  a  hurry  and  did  not  want  to  go. 

Question,     What  were  you  in  a  hurry  about? 

Answer,  I  had  business  in  other  towns. 

Question,  What  business  ? 

Answer,  A  very  old  gentleman,  my  wife's  father,  was  very  sick ; 
he  lived  in  Columbia. 

Question,  Were  you  going  to  Addison  ? 

Answer,  I  intended  to  during  the  day. 

Question,  What  business  had  you  there  ? 

Answer,  I  had  some  business  with  Mr.  Austin,  a  lawyer  in  Addi- 
son. 

Question,    The  Town  Clerk  ? 

Answer,  I  think  so. 
•  Question,  Who  was  Town  Clerk  of  Jonesborough? 

Anstcer,  Mr.  Trickey,  I  think. 

Question,  Didn't  meet  him  ? 

Answer,  I  didn't  see  him,  and  don't  know  him  when  I  meet  him 
now. 

Question,  How  long  talk  did  you  have  with  Mr.  Merritt? 

Answer,  I  don't  think  I  stopped  five  minutes  to  talk  with  Merritt : 
not  more  than  two,  perhaps. 

Question,  Did  you  leave  any  paper  with  him  ? 

Answer,  Only  this  blank  return  I  gave  him. 

Question,  How  long  before  that  had  you  examined  the  law  whidi 
you  say  showed  you  that  Selectmen  or  Town  Officers  had  a  right  to 
amend  returns  by  the  record? 
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Answer.  My  recollection  is  we  had  published  it  at  different  times 
in  the  papers,  and  I  had  read  it  on  the  proof  sheets  and  in  the 
papers. 

Question,  Don't  you  know  that  the  correction  implied  by  that  is 
nothing  more  than  a  statement  of  what  the  record  of  the  Town 
Clerk  is? 

Answer.  That  is  all  I  supposed. 

Question.  What  did  'you  need  of  the  blank  return  if  the  Town 
Clerk  was  to  simply  certify  his  record? 

Answer.  I  did  not  know  whether  I  needed  it. 

Question.  Didn't  you  know  enough  of  town  affairs,  and  from  read- 
ing the  law,  to  know  that  you  did  not  need  a  blank  return  to  do  that  ? 

Anstoer.  I  did  not  know  anything  about  that.  I  did  not  know 
what  was  necessary. 

Question.  Isn't  the  language  of  the  law  plain  ? 

Afiswer.  I  should  not  know  how  to  apply  it  if  I  read.  The  idea 
would  be  to  get  corrected  returns  before  the  proper  authority. 

Question.  To  get  an  entire  new  return? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  that  or  the  statement  of  the 
Town  Clerk,  or  how. 

Question.  What  should  you  think,  to  make  up  an  entire  new 
return  or  make  a  statment  of  what  the  town  record  on  that  point 
was  and  then  make  an  affidavit? 

Answer.  I  think  I  should  go  about  it,  if  I  was  going  to  fiU  out  a 
blank  :  '''This  is  a  corrected  return  of  the  doings  of  tlie  meeting  in 
September  ^^  or  something  like  that. 

Question.  Did  you  give  any  instructions  to  Merritt? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  I  did. 

Question.  You  left  the  blank  return  with  him  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  and  supposed  he  understood,  as  well  as  I  did,  what 
to  do. 

Question.  Did  you  and  he  talk  over  the  law? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  being  a  Selectman,  I  left  it  with  him. 

Question.  Did  you  suppose  that  he,  being  a  Selectman,  had  exam- 
ined and  looked  up  the  law  about  the  right  to  correct  the  returns  ? 

Answer.  I  presumed  so. 

Question.  Hadn't  you  heard,  all  along  up  to  that  time,  that  no 
correction  of  returns  would  be  permitted  by  the  Governor  and 
Council? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  that  I  had  heard  of  it. 
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Question.  Had  you  not  heard  that  discassed  week  after  week,  and 
wasn't  that  the  position  taken  long  before  that,  that  no  inspection 
of  returns  was  allowed  and  no  corrections  would  be  made  ? 

Answer,  I  never  so  understood  it. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  correction  that  was  made  of  a  sin- 
gle Republican  return  by  the  Governor  and  Council? 

Answer.  I  saw  where  Brother  Bowell  stated  in  a  public  meeting 
that  he  examined  the  returns  from  Hallowell. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  he  was  allowed  to  correct  them? 

Answer.  To  examine  them. 

Question.  Don't  you  know  that  the  general  or  great  c(»nplaint 
made  at  that  time,  throughout  the  State,  was  that  no  returns  were 
allowed  to  be  examined  and  that  Republicans  couldn't  be  permitted 
to  see  them  ? 

Answer.  I  read  that  in  the  Republican  papers. 

Question.  Did  you  read  of  a  single  correction  having  been  made 
in  a  single  Republican  town  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  of  attempts  to  correct  in  towns  of  our  county. 
I  do  not  know  by  what  authority  it  started  out,  but  they  went  the 
same  as  I  went  I  suppose,  on  my  own  hook. 

Qusstion.  Didn't  you  suppose  you  had  some  authority  in  this 
expedition,  and  the  corrections  would  be  allowed  because  your 
papers  came  from  the  Secretary  of  State  ? 

Answer.  No,  I  didn't  know  where  they  came  from. 

Question.  Had  you  any  doubt  about  it? 

Answer.  I  never  thought  anything  about  that ;  I  did  not  know 
where  they  came  from ;  I  never  asked. 

Question.  Had  you  any  doubt,  when  Talbot  handed  you  tiiose 
blanks  like  the  regular  blanks  j&om  the  Secretary  of  State,  that  they 
came  from  Augusta? 

Answer.  I  have  been  publishing  a  paper  for  a  number  of  years, 
and  people  will  bring  in  items  and  documents  for  the  paper,  and 
they  will  lay  them  down  and  they  will  lay  a  day  before  I  get  time  to 
look  at  them,  from  disinclination  or  some  other  reason.  Those 
papers  laid  on  my  table  down  among  the  papers  some  time  before  I 
looked  at  th^m. 

Question.  You  said  that  he  spoke  of  them  when  he  gave  them  to 
you? 
>  Ansioer.  Spoke  about  looking  after  those  towns,  and  went  off. 

Question.  Did  you  Hot  know  what  he  was  giving  you  when  he 
^ve  you  those  papers  ? 


TBSTIMOKT  OF  GBORaX  W.  DRI8K0.  293 

Anstjoer.  I  cannot  testify  what  he  laid  down,  but  I  have  no  doubt 
it  was  those. 

Question.  You  did  not  paj  any  attention  to  it? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question .  How  did  it  happen  to  occur  to  you  ? 

Answer.  I  picked  them  up  the  same  as  if  a  man  would  come  in 
and  speak  about  an  item  in  a  paper. 

Question.  What  did  3*ou  think  when  you  opened  them  and  looked 
at  them ;  where  did  you  think  they  came  from  ? 

Answer,  I  thought  if  any  Democratic  towns  were  liable  to  lose  a 
vote  in  consequence  of  defects  I  would  try  to  save  them. 

Question.  Where  did  you  think  they  came  firom  t 

Answer.  I  thought  likely  from  Augusta. 

Question.  Didn*t  you  think  if  you  made  corrections  and  new 
returns  they  would  be  used  by  the  Governor  and  Council  in  correct- 
ing Democratic  towns  ? 

Answer.  I  was  in  hopes  to. 

Question.  If  you  did  not  think  so,  why  did  you  tell  Mr.  Merritt 
what  you  did? 

Answer.  Because  we  had  been  bounced  before. 

Question.  You  had  a  Democratic  Governor  and  Council  ? 

Answer.  I  thought  they  were  honest  about  it. 

Question.  You  told  Mr.  Merritt,  if  they  were  not  put  in,  that  they 
would  be  counted  out  ? 

Answer.  I  had  the  idea  that  we  were  allowed  by  this  law  to  cor- 
rect the  returns  to  conform  to  the  record.  I  had  a  right,  I  supposed, 
to  do  it. 

Question.  What  did  you  suppose  would  be  done  with  them  ? 

Answer.  I  thought  they  would  be  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Question.  What  did  you  suppose  the  Governor  and  Council  would 
do  with  them  ?  Didn't  you  suppose  they  would  allow  the  corrections  ? 

Answer.  I  was  in  hopes  they  would.  I  had  no  authority  what- 
ever, excepting  what  I  assumed  myself. 

Question.  Did  you  think  those  blanks  were  sent  to  you  by  parties 
from  Augusta  or  to  Mr.  Talbot? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  I  thought ;  I  did  not  care. 

Question.  Didn't  it  occur  to  you  that  the  parties  at  Augusta  who 
had  sent  these  papers  to  Mr.  Talbot  to  be  used  in  correcting  Demo- 
cratic mistakes,  would  be  waiting  for  them  to  go  back  and  act  upon 
them? 
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Answer,  No ;  I  did  not  think  anything  beyond  what  I  had  to  do 
with  them  ;  I  do  not  remember  that  I  did  ;  I  might ;  in  riding  along 
I  had  no  purpose  beyond  seeing  the  Selectmen  and  telling  them  what 
I  thought.  I  did  not  know  as  they  could  do  their  duty.  I  was  think- 
ing of  going  to  Republican  officials. 

Question.  Did  you  go  to  a  single  Republican  ? 

Answer.  No ;  I  knew  it  was  no  use.  When  I  met  a  Democt^t  I 
talked  with  him. 

Question.  What  is  Mr.  Merritt? 

Answer.  I  call  him  a  Democrat. 

Questioji.  You  didn't  talk  with  any  other  officer  of  the  town 
beside  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  that  I  did. 

Question.  Did  not  talk  with  Mr.  Trickey? 

Ansicer.  I  did  not  see  him. 

Question.  Or  Mr.  Crandon  ? 

Answer.  Perhaps  I  met  Crandon  in  the  road  ;  I  think  I  did  ;  I  do 
not  think  of  any  conversation  with  Crandon  to  amount  to  anything. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  arrangement  with  anybod}'  at  Jones- 
borough  that  they  were  to  report  to  you  whether  the}'  succeeded  in 
getting  those  amendments  ? 

Answer.  No  arrangement  whatever. 

Question.  How  long  did  you  talk  with  Mr.  Merritt? 

Answer.  Not  more  than  two  or  three  minutes. 

Question.  You  left  the  blank  with  him  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  What  did  he  say  he  was  going  to  do? 

Answer.  I  think  he  said  he  would  see  the  Town  Clerk  and  the 
other  Selectmen  ;  I  do  not  remember  positively. 

Question.  Then  you  got  rid  of  one  return  ? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  Where  did  you  go  then  ? 

Answer.  I  forget  whether  I  stopped  at  Columbia  Falls  or  went 
directlj'  to  Addison ;  I  think  I  went  through  Columbia  Fails  to 
Addison. 

Question.  Did  you  tell  Merritt  what  the  error  was  in  his  town« — 
about  the  ditto  marks  ? 

Answer.  My  recollection  is,  I  suggested  these  mistakes  that  mig^ht 
occur  in  the  return, — dots  under  another  name  or  lack  of  figures — 
as  well  as  not  writing  out  the  vote  in  full,  and  asked  him  to  see  to 
them. 
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Question.  Whether  you  told  Mr.  Merritt  what  the  particular  defect 
was  in  the  Jonesborough  return  ? 

A7i8teer.  I  do  not  remember  that  I  did. 

Question.  You  leave  it  in  that  way  ? 

Anstoer.  I  do ;  ^  might  have  suggested,  but  I  did  not  state  any 
thing  positive. 

Question.  Did  you  surest  to  him  that  was  the  defect  ? 

Answer.  I  suggested  to  him  that  that  might  be  the  defect. 

Question.  Did  you  suggest  to  him  that  was  the  defect? 

Answer.  I  named  perhaps  half  a  dozen,  as  quick  as  I  could  rattle 
them  over.  I  did  not  know  what  the  mistake  was  ;  did  not  know 
anything  about  the  nature  of  it  more  than  I  got  the  idea  there  was 
or  might  be  an  error. 

Question.  Hadn't  you  been  told  that  was  or  might  be  the  defect? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  have  no  recollection  of  anybody  telling  me  so. 
It  is  all  surmise  or  guess  work. 

Question.  You  have  stated  that  the  defect  in  Jonesborough  was 
that  the  ditto  marks  had  been  used  instead  of  writing  out  the  full 
number? 

Answer.  No  positive  knowledge. 

Question.  Had  you  ever  heard  it  stated  that  anything  else  wfis  the 
defect? 

Answer.  I  did  not  know  exactl}'  what  the  trouble  was. 

Question.  Had  you  ever  heard  that  anything  else  was  the  defect  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  I  had. 

Question.  Wasn't  that  the  only  thing  you  had  heard  that  the 
Senatorial  return  was  defective  in? 

Answer.  There  might  have  been  some  suggestion  about  the  ^^  Jr." 
in  Wallace's  name.  I  might  have  suggested  it  to  Merritt,  but  I  do 
not  remember. 

Question.  Had  you  heard,  before  you  went  there,  that  there  was 
any  other  defect  in  Jonesborough  than  the  using  the  ditto  marks  ? 

Answer.  Nothing  more  than  I  have  stated. 

Question.  Had  you  heard  that  anything  ailed  the  Jonesborough 
retom  excepting  the  using  of  the  ditto  marks  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  that  I  had  distinctly  as  to  Jonesborough. 

Question.  You  were  talking  with  Merritt  about  Jonesborough? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  You  were  not  talking  about  any  other  town  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember ;  I  might. 
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Question.  You  do  not  remember  that  3'ou  talked  about  the  defects 
in  other  towns  ? 

Answer.  Possibly,  but  I  do  not  remember. 

Question.  You  do  not  remember  of  telling  him  of  anything  except 
the  ditto  marks  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  that  I  did. 

Question.  Did  you  leave  a  blank  return  with  him  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so ;  that  is  my  recollection. 

Question.  Where  did  you  go,  to  Columbia  Falls  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  whether  I  went  that  wliy. 

Question.  Did  you  go  to  Addison  that  day  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  How  far  is  Addison  from  Jonesborough  ? 

Answer.  Ten  miles  or  in  that  neighborhood. 

Question.  What  time  did  you  leave  Jonesborough? 

Answer.  Nine  or  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Question.  What  time  did  you  get  to  Addison  ? 

Answer.  It  must  have  been  about  eleven  o'clock  or  little  past. 

Question.  Then  3'ou  did  not  stop  much  anywhere? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  that  I  did. 

Question.  Went  right  to  Addison  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  Do  you  know  who  is  chairman  of  the  Selectmen  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  Henry  Nash  ? 

Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  Do^you  know  he  is  one  of  the  Selectmen? 

Ar^swer.  I  did  not  know  till  I  went  there  that  day. 

Question.  Do  you  know  Edward  A.  Austin  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  a  lawyer. 

Question.  Town  Clerk? 

Answer.  So  said. 

Question.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Leighton,  one  of  the  Selectmen? 

ATiswer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  are  Mr.  Nash's  politics  ? 

Answer.  Always  called  him  a  Republican  ? 

Question.  What  are  Austin's  ? 

Answer.  Republican,  I  understood. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  other  Selectman  in  Addison? 

AnsvDer.  I  know  Gilbert  L.  Tabbut. 
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Question  What  are  his  politics  ? 

AnstDcr.  I  always  called  him  a  Democrat. 

Question.  Which  of  these  men  I  have  named  to  you  did  you  go 
to  that  day  f 

Answer,  I  think  I  saw  Tabbut  and  Austin  both  that  day. 

Question,  Whom  did  you  see  first? 

Answer.  Tabbut. 

Question.  Did  not  go  to  the  Town  Clerk  ? 

Answer.  No,  I  think  not ;  I  might  have  called  at  his  office  and 
found  the  door  closed ;  I  think  I  did. 

Question.  You  think  you  went  to  his  office  and  found  it  closed  ? 

Anstver.  I  think  so.  I  had  business  with  him.  He  had  bills  to 
collect  for  us. 

Question.  What  did  you  want  to  see  Tabbot  about? 

Answer.  I  wanted  to  talk  with  him  about  this  return  matter ;  that 
was  mv  business. 

Question.  Was  it  your  business  to  correct  the  return  by  the  record  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  the  same  as  I  had  in  Jonesborough. 

Question.  The  Clerk  had  the  record  f 

Answer.  I  presume  so. 

Question.  How  far  did  he  tive  from  Tabbut? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  where  he  lives. 

Question.  Mr.  Austin? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Isn't  it  close  by  where  you  saw  Tabbut? 

Ajiswer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  What  do  3'ou  mean  by  saying  you  went  to  his  office  ? 

Answer.  I  know  where  his  office  is. 

Question.  How  far  from  where  you  saw  Tabbut  ? 

Answer.  I  should  say  half  a  mile. 

Question.  On  the  road? 

Answer.  It  is,  beyond. 

Question.  What  did  you  go  to  his  office  to  see  him  about? 

Anstoer.  I  was  going  to  see  him  about  some  private  bills  he  had. 

Question.  You  were  not  going  to  see  him  about  the  record  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  should  have  asked  to  see  the  record  if  I  had  got 
in  at  that  time.     I  called  at  the  door  of  his  office. 

Question.  He  was  half  a  mile  bej^ond  where  3'ou  saw  Tabbut? 

Answer.  No,  sir.    His  office  is  in  the  village. 

Question.  Which  did  you  go  to  first, — where  you  saw  Tabbut,  or 
Austin's  office  ? 
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Answer.  Austin's  office  first. 

Question,  Did  you  call  there  first  ? 

Ansiver.  I  think  I  did  at  his  ofidce  door ;  I  am  not  certain.  The 
door  was  closed. 

Question.  Whether  or  not  you  went  to  Austin's  office  first? 

Anstver.  I  do  not  remember  distinctly.  I  was  in  his  office  during 
the  day,  but  I  think  t  called  at  his  office  when  I  went  there  in  the 
morning. 

Question.  Will  you  swear  you  did? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  3'ou  find  it  closed  ? 

Anstver,  The  door  was  closed. 

Question.  How  many  minutes  before  3^ou  saw  Tabbut? 

Answer.  It  was  a  short  time.     I  drove  right  along. 

Question.  It  could  not  have  been  over  ten  minutes? 

Answer.  Yes ;  the  road  was  very  muddy ;  it  might  have  been 
longer  than  that ;  I  do  not  know  the  distance. 

Question.  After  you  went  to  his  office  you  drove  right  along  to 
Tabbut's  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  It  couldn't  have  taken  over  ten  minutes  to  go  half  a 
mile? 

Answer.  It  seemed  longer  than  that.     It  may  be  a  mile. 

Question.  You  think  it  was  about  eleven  when  you  saw  Tabbut  ? 

Anstoer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  Went  right  to  Tabbut's  house? 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  Did  3'ou  find  him  there  ? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  What  did  3'ou  tell  Tabbut  was  the  defect  in  the  Addison 
return  ? 

Answer.  I  suggested  to  him,  the  same  as  I  did  in  Jonesborou^h, 
defects  which  might  occur. 

Question.  What  did  you  tell  Tabbut  was  the  defect  in  the  Addi»i>n 
return  for  Senatorial  votes  ? 

Answer.  I  think  I  mentioned  to  him  that  there  might  be  a  mis- 
take in  the  aggregate  vote,  or  writing  out  the  names. 

Question.  What  did  3'ou  mean  by  a  mistake  in  the  aggregate  voU»  ? 

Answer.  That  the  whole  number  of  ballots  did  not  agree  with  the 
number  cast. 
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Question,  That  the  whole  number  of  votes  was  too  much  ? 

Answer,  Too  much  or  too  little  ;  I  did  not  know  what. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  copy  of  the  returns  with  you  ? 

Aiiswer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Had  you  seen  the  town  record  before  that? 

Answer,  No,  not  before  that. 

Question.  Where  had  you  heard  that  the  whole  number  of  ballots 
as  written  out  did  not  agree  with  the  vote  as  cast? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  as  I  heard  it  definitely  anywhere ;  I  do 
not  think  I  did. 

Question,  Where  had  you  heai*d  that,  if  that  mistake  was  made, 
it  would  be  fatal  ? 

Answer.  It  seemed  to  me  it  would  be  fatal,  in  my  own  judgment. 

Question.  You  had  not  heard  of  the  Farmingtou  case  then  ? 

Ajiswer.  No. 

Question.  It  had  not  been  mentioned  ? 

Answer.  Not  to  my  knowledge ;  I  do  not  remember  that  I  had 
heard. 

Question,  You  thought  that  would  be  a  fatal  defect?  What  did 
vou  tell  Tabbut? 

Answer,  I  recollect  that  I  told  him  that  any  mistake  might  prove 
fatal. 

Question.  What  defect  did  you  tell  him  was  committed  in  making 
up  the  Addison  Senatorial  return  ? 

Answer.  I  suggested  to  him  any  of  the  several  mistakes. 

Question.  What  did  you  tell  him  was  the  defect  in  that  return  ? 

Answer.  He  told  me  of  some  mistake  in  footing  the  returns, — the 
aggregate  vote. 

Question,  Wasn't  that  after  you  had  suggested  to  him  what  the 
defect  was  ? 

Answer.  No ;  I  doubt  if  it  was. 

Question,  Don't  you  know  that  you  told  him  first  what  the  defect 
was? 

Answer,  1  do  not  remember  that  I  told  him  first ;  I  may  have 
done  so ;  but  in  the  conversation  he  said  that  by  Austin's  direction 
he  had  taken  the  four  candidates  for  Senator  and  added  them 
together  to  get  the  aggregate  vote ;  he  thought  it  was  wrong,  but 
Austin  thought  it  was  right.  ^ 

Question.  Hadn't  you  heard  before  that  that  was  the  defect? 

Answer.  No,  I  hadn't  heard. 
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Question.  You  said  before  that  you  had  heard  that  was  the 
defect? 

Answer,  Nothing  positive, — simply  a  rumor. 

Question.  You  had  heard  a  rumor  to  that  efltect? 

Answer.  Something  of  that  sort ;  I  do  not  know  what. 

Question.  Did  you  go  back  with  Tabbut  or  make  any  effort  to  find 
Austin? 

Ajiswer.  I  did,  after  dinner. 

Question.  Then? 

Answer.  I  did  not  have  time  then.  I  was  not  going  in  that  direc- 
tion ;  I  was  going  in  another  direction  before  dinner — to  see  a  sick 
gentleman. 

Question.  Wasn't  Mr.  Austin's  house  near  by? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  what  part  of  the  town  he  lives  in. 

Question.  Wasn't  it  in  Addison  village  ? 

Answer.  It  might  be ;  his  office  was  there.  It  was  inconvenient 
for  me  to  return  there ;  I  wanted  my  dinner. 

Question.  You  made  no  further  effort  to  get  at  the  town  records  ? 

Answer.  1  saw  the  town  records. 

Question.  That  time? 

Answer.  No,  not  in  the  forenoon. 

Question.  What  did  you  request  Mr.  Tabbut  to  do  with  this 
return  you  left  with  him? 

Answer.  I  do  not  rembember  that  I  made  any  request  excepting 
to  make  the  necessary  corrections,  if  there  were  any  to  be  made ; 
that  is  all  I  recollect. 

Question.  State  what  the  words  used  by  you  were  as  near  as  you 
can  recollect,  when  you  told  Mr.  Tabbut  what  you  wanted  him  to 
do  with  that  return? 

Answer.  My  idea  was  to  make  a  corrected  return.  I  think  I 
suggested  to  him  to  make  a  corrected  return  to  conform  to  the 
record,  that  is  my  idea,  supposing  the  record  was  right. 

Question.  You  left  him  there? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Where  did  you  go  next? 
*  Answer.  To  Lee  Nash's  house  in  Columbia. 

Question.  What  time  did  you  get  back  ? 

Answer.  I  should  think  between  one  and  two  in  the  aft;emoon. 

Question.  Whom  did  you  see  there  ? 
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Answer.  I  think  several  persons ;  I  saw  Mr.  Anstin,  the  Town 
Qerk. 

Question,  Did  you  see  Tabbut  and  Austin  ? 

Answer.  Not  together,  I  think ;  I  do  not  remember  that  I  saw 
them  together  at  all. 

Question.  Did  yon  see  Mr.  Nash? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  that  I  saw  him  that  day ;  I  think 
some  one  said  he  was  out  of  town ;  but  I  am  not  certain. 

QvLestion.  You  do  not  think  you  saw  him? 

Ansvoer.  I  cannot  remember  that  I  saw  him  at  all ;  possibly  I  did. 

Question.  What  reason  had  you  to  suppose  that  the  first  return 
that  was  sent  to  Augusta  did  not  correspond  with* the  record? 

Answer.  The  reason  is  because  we  have  had  trouble  a  great  many 
times  in  that  county  and  I  suspected  there  might  be  again. 

Question.  Did  you  go  to  all  the  towns  in  the  county  ? 

Answer.  No ;  I  talked  with  officers  in  quite  a  good  number. 

Question.  That  day,  what  towns  did  you  visit  in  reference  to 
records? 

Answer.  I  guess  I  mentioned  records  to  officers  of  Whitneyville, 
Jonesborough,  Columbia  Falls  and  Addison  that  day. 

Question.  How  many  returns  did  you  have  ? 

Answer.  I  had  only  two ;  that  is  my  recollection ;  I  do  not  know 
bat  there  might  have  been  more. 

Question.  You  put  those  in  what  towns  ? 

Answer.  Addison  and  Jonesborough. 

Question.  What  reason  had  you  to  suppose  that  the  first  return 
that  had  been  sealed  up  and  sent  to  Augusta  did  not  correspond  to 
tiie  town  record? 

Answer.  Because  they  were  pretty  strong  Democratic,  and  I 
wanted  to  save  the  minorities  ? 

Question.  What  reason  had  you  to  think  they  were  not  all  right? 

Answer.  I  had  no  reason. 

Question.  Why  did  you  go  to  those  two  towns  with  those  two 
blanks  if  you  didn't  know  that  the  first  two  returns  sent  in  from 
those  towns  did  not  correspond  to  the  record  and  were  not  right? 

Answer.  I  think  I  had  three  blanks,  but  did  not  leave  but  two. 

Question.  It  has  not  come  out  before  that  you  had  but  two? 

Answer.  I  cannot  state ;  but,  if  I  had,  I  only  used  two. 

Question.  What  reason  had  you  for  believing  that  the  first  two 
returns  that  had  been  regularly  sealed  up  in  town  meeting  and  sent 
on  from  those  two  towns  did  not  correspond  with  the  record? 
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Answer.  Because  of  the  conversation  with  Mr.  Tabbut  when  I 
went  there.     I  went  there  to  inquire. 

Question/  You  went  to  the  Town  Clerk's  to  inquire  of  him  first? 

Answer,  I  should  have  asked  for  the  record  if  he  had  been  in. 

Question.  You  had  not  seen  Mr.  Tabbut  then  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  reason  had  you  to  believe  then  that  the  Town 
Clerk's  returns,  made  up  and  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  State's  office 
on  the  day  of  the  town  meeting,  were  not  correct? 

Answer.  Just  the  same  as  I  knew  they  were  wrong  in  other  towns. 
I  had  heard  these  rumors  and  I  took  these  towns  in  my  mind. 

Question.  It  is  a  curious  thing  you  happened  to  hit  upon  those 
two  towns  with  the  two  blanks  you  left  there  ? 

Answer.  One  of  them  I  had  a  definite  reason  for. 

Question.  Don't  you  know — and  don't  j-ou  know  that  all  of  us 
know — ^that  when  you  started  you  knew  that  the  returns  from  Addi- 
son and  Jonesborough  were  wrong  and  needed  correction  ? 

Answer.  I  had  no  definite  knowledge. 
•  Question.  Was  it  not  that  that  bent  your  steps  to  those  two  towns? 

Answer.  I  had  no  definite  knowledge. 

Question.  Hadn't  you  got  such  reports  as  led  you  to  go  straight 
to  those  two  towns  ? 

Ajiswer.  I  feared  there  might  be  errors  there. 

Question.  Didn't  you  believe  from  information  you  had  received 
that  the  returns  from  those  two  towns  were  fatally  defective  ? 

Answer.  No ;  I  feared  they  might  be  so. 

Question.  From  information  you  got? 

Answer.  From  rumors  and  conversation  I  had  heard  at  different 
times — the  same  as  other  places. 

Question.  Did  you  find  any  other  towns  where  you  left  blank 
returns  ? 

Ansu)er.  I  do  not  remember  that  I  did. 

Question.  You  had  those  two  returns  and  left  them  in  those  two 
towns? 

Answer.  That  is  my  recollection. 

Question.  What  time  did  j'ou  get  back  to  Addison  ? 

Answer.  I  think  half-past  one  or  two. 

Question.  Whom  did  you  then  hunt  for? 

Answer.  I  did  not  hunt  for  anybody. 

Question.  Whom  did  you  find? 
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Answer.  I  was  in  one  or  two  stores  and  saw  men  I  was  acquainted 
with. 

Question,  See  Mr.  Austin  ? 

Answer.  I  was  in  his  office  after  dinner. 

Question.  Talk  with  him  about  returns  ? 

Ansufer.  I  made  no  mention  of  it. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  when  you  had  failed  to  find 
him  in  the  morning  when  you  wanted  to  see  him  about  the  town 
records  and  after  seeing  Mr.  Tabbut,  you  did  not  ask  Mr.  Austin 
about  the  record  and  return  ? 

Anstoer.  I  had  a  very  good  reason  for  not  asking  him.  I  met 
Mr.  Tabbut  and  he  said  he  had  been  talking  with  him  about  the 
return,  and  if  he  couldn't  do  it  I  thought  I  couldn't. 

Question.  Did  you  see  the  book  ? 

Answer.  I  saw  the  book. 

Question,  Did  3'ou  examine  it? 

Answer.  He  had  it  open. 

Question.  You  did  look  at  it  with  him  ? 

ATiswer.  No.  I  did  not  call  it  a  town  record ;  he  did  not  call  it 
a  town  record. 

Question.  You  did  not  examine  it? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  How  did  you  know  it  was  the  book  of  town  records  if 
he  did  not  tell  vou  ? 

Answer.  He  was  sitting  on  one  side  of  the  table,  and  I  stood  near 
him  at  his  right  hand.  I  could  see  the  name  ^'  Town  of  Addison,*' 
and  saw  on  sheets  of  paper  what  I  called  record  of  September 
meeting,  and  he  was  copying  it  into  his  book. 

Question.  You  didn't  ask  him  to  let  you  look  at  the  record  of  the 
Senatorial  vote  of  town  of  Addison  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  1  was  thinking  about  the  business  I  called  to 
see  him  on.  He  closed  his  book  up  in  a  minute  aft^er  I  called,  and 
we  did  our  business. 

Question.  You  had  talked  with  Mr.  Tabbut  that  morning  about 
the  defect  in  the  Senatorial  return  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  he  had  told  3'ou  about  Mr.  Austin's  reckoning  up 
the  number  of  ballots  wrong? 

Ansu>er.  That  is  my  recollection. 

Question.  And,  three  hours  afterwards,  you  came  back  and  were 
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in  Austin's  office  where  the  record  was,  and  you  never  asked  to 
look  at  the  record  ? 

Answer.  No ;  I  did  not  think  enough  of  it  at  that  time  to  care. 

Question.  Your  object  was  to  get  a  return  corrected  by  the 
record? 

Answer.  I  left  all  I  had  to  say  to  Mr.  Tabbut. 

Question.  What  was  your  object  in  going  to  see  the  town  records 
in  the  morning? 

Answer.  I  thought  I  would  step  in  there  and  it  would  save  further 
search.  I  had  got  through  with  my  conversation  and  was  thinking 
of  something  else. 

Questioji.  Who  had  you  seen  besides  one  of  the  Selectmen? 

Answer.  Nobody.     I  had  seen  other  individuals. 

Question.  You  say  you  had  seen  Mr.  Tabbut  after  you  came  back, 
before  you  saw  Mr.  Austin  in  the  office  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  What  took  place  then? 

Answer.  I  think  I  asked  him  if  he  had  mentioned  it  to  Austin  or 
looked  at  the  record.  I  think  he  told  me  that  the  record  was  not 
made,  but  was  on  sheets  of  paper. 

Question.  What  did  he  tell  you  that  Mr.  Austin's  position  was  ? 

Answer.  It  was  right  in  the  footing  of  the  aggregate  vote,  that  he 
did  not  want  to  correct  it.     I  do  not  remember  his  precise  language. 

Question.  He  said  he  had  seen  the  record  or  sheets  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  whether  he  told  me  he  had  seen  the 
sheets  or  record  or  only  talked.  He  talked  to  me  as  though  he  had 
conversed  with  Austin. 

Question.  Did  you  get  from  him  that  he  had  seen  the  sheets  or 
record? 

Answer.  I  did  in  the  conversation. 

Question.  How  did  he  sa}'  the  record  was  ? 

Answer.  I  think  he  told  me  the  record  was  in  that  form,  just  the 
same  as  the  return ;  but  I  do  not  know  as  he  did.  I  think  he  tol<i 
me  the  record  and  return  agreed. 

Question.  If  he  told  you  that,  how  long  after  that  did  yon  see  Mr. 
Austin  ? 

Answer.  Within  ten  minutes. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  to  sa}^  you  did  not  then  ask  Mr.  Austin 
in  his  office,  with  the  book  open  and  the  record  there  that  he  was 
copying  in,  to  show  you  the  Senatorial  record? 
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AsMMoer,  I  did  not  ask  him,  and  did  not  care  enough  about  it ; 
after  Mr.  Tabbut  told  me  he  would  not  do  anything  about  it  I  had 
nothing  more  to  say. 

Qi^et^ton.  Did  you  take  your  blank  book? 

Answer,  No ;  I  had  left  it  with  Mr.  Tabbut. 

QitesUoTu  Why  didn't  you  take  it? 

Answer.  It  was  of  no  use  to  me. 

QHedioH,  Were  j^ou  going  into  other  towns? 

Answer.  I  did  not  know  I  should  go  that  day. 

Question.  Did  you  have  that  sort  of  blanks  in  your  shop  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

QutstioH.  If  you  were  going  into  other  towns  and  that  blank  was . 
not  to  be  used  there  and  you  gave  up  all  interest  in  it,  why  did  yon 
not  take  that  back? 

Answer.  I  did  not  want  it ;  I  did  not  know  there  would  be  any 
mistake  there,  but  I  was  cautious. 

Question.  If  you  had  had  this  in  any  Democratic  town  where  you 
were  wouldn't  you  have  left  it? 

Answer.  If  I  had  had  it  and  needed  it. 

Question.  Ton  did  not  take  this  return  ? 

Answer.  No.  He  suggested  that  he  would  see  Mr.  Nash  on  his 
retom. 

Question,  Didn't  you  make  an  arrangement  with  Mr.  Tabbut  that 
the  thing  was  not  to  be  given  up — that  he  was  to  see  the  other 
Selectmen  and  that  he  was  to  report  to  you  whether  he  succeeded 
in  getting  a  new  return  made? 

Answer.  I  think  likely.  Mr.  Nash  was  out  of  town,  and  Mr. 
Leighton  lived  some  distance  awa}'  and  I  could  not  see  them. 

Question.  Do  you  not  remember  that,  when  you  came  back  and 
talked  with  Mr.  Tabbut,  and  he  told  you  that  Mr.  Austin  had  de- 
clined making  the  change,  you  agreed  with  him  that  he  was  to  see 
Mr.  Nash,  the  other  Selectman,  and  see  if  the  return  couldn't  be 
corrected,  and  to  let  you  know  ? 

Anstoer.  Very  likely.    Very  possible  I  suggested  to  him  to  do  that. 

Question.  Wasn't  that  why  you  left  it  with  Mr.  Tabbut,  to  see  if 
he  couldn't  find  Mr.  Nash  and  get  the  correction  made  ? 

Answer.  If  he  could  make  a  correction. 

Question.  Do  you  say  that,  aftier  you  had  left  it  with  Mr.  Tabbut 
to  fix  it  with  Mr.  Nash  and  correct  it,  still  you  went  to  Mr.  Austin'a 
ofiSce  and  never  asked  to  see  this  Senatorial  record? 

20 
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Answer,  Yes,  because  I  got  the  idea  he  wouldn't  make  any  cor- 
rection. I  do  not  know  but  Mr.  Tabbut  suggested  he  wanted  to 
see  Mr.  Nash. 

Quetstion.  Why  did  you  leave  the  return  with  Mr.  Tabbut  unless 
there  was  a  chance  of  getting  it  corrected  ? 

Answer.  That  is  my  way  of  doing  business ;  I  wanted  to  see  the 
end  of  it. 

Question.  You  thought  possibly  there  might  be  a  correction ;  what 
kind? 

Answer.  Any  error  in  a  return. 

Question.  A  correction  by  the  record? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qttestion.  Yet  with  the  thing  under  your  nose,  you  never  asked  to 
see  the  record  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  was  in  a  hun^'. 

Question.  You  seem  to  have  been  remarkably  in  a  hurry  at  such 
times? 

Answer.  Yes,  I  was  in  a  hurry. 

Question.  Why  should  j'ou  have  been  in  a  hurry  when  you  had 
started  to  get  a  correction  made  b}-  the  record,  and  the  record  was 
under  your  nose  ? 

Answer.  Because  I  had  no  right  to  correct  it.  If  the  Selectmen 
oouldn't  do  it  I  couldn't  do  anything.  I  only  wanted  to  get  them  on 
the  track  to  do  anything  that  was  necessary. 

Question.  Mr.  Austin  was  copying  into  the  book? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Yet  you  had  these  five  or  ten  minutes  to  have  talk  with 
Mr.  Tabbut  and  leave  the  return  with  him,  for  him  to  see  Mr.  Nash 
and  to  make  a  correction  from  the  record? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Although  you  had  been  in  the  morning  to  the  Town 
'Clerk's  office  to  see  the  record? 

Answer.  I  think  I  had,  but  am  not  positive. 

Question.  If  you  called,  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  it? 

Answer.  If  I  had  called  in  I  should  have  seen  it. 

Question.  After  all  this  talk  you  never  asked  to  see  the  town 
record? 

Answer.  No ;  it  would  not  have  done  me  any  good. 

Question.  What  good  would  it  have  done  in  the  morning? 

Answer.  I  shouldn't  have  gone  any  fiirther  if  I  saw  any  mistake. 
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Question.  Why  should  Mr.  Tabbut  go  any  farther? 

Answer.  I  supposed  they  understood  their  duties  better  than  I  did. 

Question.  Why  did  you  go  near  them  at  all  ? 

Answer.  Because,  if  anything  could  be  corrected  I  wanted  it  done. 
The  very  best  jnen  I  am  acquainted  with  make  mistakes,  in  almost 
all  business, — clerks,  treasurers,  and  that  class  of  people. 

Question.  You  were  there  to  help  get  it  corrected? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  What  did  you  carry  the  return  for? 

Answer.  To  give  it  to  anybody  who  would  take  it  and  attend  to 
their  duty. 

Question.  The  thing  which  you  wanted  to  do  was  to  correct  firom 
the  record? 

Answer.  I  wanted  to  get  that  return  to  conform  to  the  record. 

Question.  When  the  record  was  under  your  nose  you  did  not  look 
at  it? 

Answer.  No,  not  after  the  conversation  I  had  with  Mr.  Tabbut, 
and  he  told  me  Mr.  Austih  could  not  correct  or  would  not. 

Question.  Did  he  say  he  would  report  to  you  what  Mr.  Nash  said  ? 

Answer.  I  think  he  did. 

Question.  Did  he? 

9 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember. 

Question.  Did  he  not  write  to  you  ? 

Answer.  Possibly.     If  I  asked  him  to  very  likely  he  did. 

Qiwestion.  What  did  he  write  to  you  after  he  saw  Mr.  Nash? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect.  One  minute  decided  the  destiny  of 
that  letter  as  aU  others  I  do  not  want  to  iUe. 

Qaetition.  Can  you  recollect  that  he  wrote  you? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  get  any  idea  that  the  Addison  return  was  going 
to  be  corrected  ? 

Answer.  No,  nothing. 

Question.  Did  you  see  him  or  talk  with  him  ? 

Answer.  No ;  nothing  till  we  left  home  this  time ;  perhaps  I  men- 
tioned it  to  him  on  the  boat  yesterday. 

Question.  Did  you  know  what  happened  between  him  and  Mr. 
Nash  afterwards? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  that  I  did.  I  do  not  know  but  Mr. 
Tabbut  might  have  told  me. 

Question.  Tou  did  not  get  any  return  corrected  from  Addison? 
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Anawer.  I  do  not  know.     I  saw  that  the  retams  were  made  up 
by  two  Fusion  Town  Clerks  and  sent  on,  but  I  do  not  know. 

Q^stion,  You  Heard  nothing? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  How  soon  after  that  did  you  see  Mr.  Tajbot? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  as  I  saw  him  for  a  month. 

Question.  Where  did  you  see  him? 

Answer.  K  I  saw  him  it  was  in  my  office.  He  lives  in  East 
Maehias. 

Question.  How  far  from  your  office? 

Answer.  Three  miles. 

Qu6^i(m.  A  great  deal  of  intercourse  between  the  towns? 

Answer.  Yes.  ^ 

Q^esiion.  A  good  deal  of  business  between  the  two  towns? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  but  travel  and  social  calls.  Some  East  Ma- 
ehias people  do  business  in  our  town.  I  do  not  see  him  on  an 
average  of  once  a  month. 

Question.  Didn't  you  see  hhn  within  a  day  after  you  got  back? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  that  I  saw  him  within  a  month,  don't 
think  I  did. 

Question.  Didn't  mention  about  this  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  that  I  did. 

Question.  Thought  it  was  all  right? 

Answer.  I  supposed  so. 

Question.  What  kind  of  an  envelope  was  with  the  blank  returns? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  saw  an  envelope. 

Question.  Examine  any  envelopes  to  see  what  the  language  was 
on  them  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  In  this  pile  you  fished  out  ttom  your  papers,  after  Mr. 
Talbot  had  left,  you  cannot  tell  whether  he  left  any  envelopes? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell ;  he  did  not  leave  any  pile. 

Question.  Don't  you  know  that  the  envelopes  have,  on  the  out- 
side, blanks  to  be  signed  by  the  Selectmen  and  Town  Clerk? 

Answer.  I  have  not  been  town  officer  for  thirty  years. 

Qitestion.  Don't  you  know  that? 

Answer.  No ;  I  don't  know  anything  about  the  address  on  them. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  the  address  was  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  and  they  were  to  be  returned  there? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 
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Question,  What  did  you  suppose  was  going  to  be  done  with  the 
blanks  if  thej^  had  been  corrected? 

Answer.  What  the  Selectmen  saw  fit ;  sent  to  the  Secretary  of 
State's  offlce,  perhaps.     They  knew  just  as  well  as  I  did. 

Question,  Rather  a  rambling  and  purposeless  kind  of  a  trip? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  had  no  definite  object ;  I  had  a  dozen  objects  in 
\iew. 

Question.  Didn't  know  much  about  the  blanks  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question,  Didn't  know  much  about  defects? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Didn't  know  much  about  envelopes? 

Answer.  No. 

Question,  Didn't  know  much  about  what  Mr.  Talbot  wanted  done 
with  them  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Did  not  know  much  about  where  they  were  to  be 
returned  to? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Didn't  know  much  about  whether  Tabbot  wrote  to  you? 

Answer.  No. 

Question,  Did  not  know  much  about  anything  in  general  ? 

Answer.  No,  nothing  only  I  wanted  to  get  the  Selectmen  after 
anv  errors. 

Question,  You  happened  around  to  Jonesborongh  ? 

Answer,  Happened  just  right. 

Question.  Happened  at  Addison  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question,  Happened  to  hit  Democratic  Selectmen  ? 

Answer.  T  always  go  for  them. 

Question,  Happened  to  leave  the  blanks  ? 

Aiiswer.  Yes. 

Question.  Happened  to  strike  two  towns  where  the  returns  were 
defective  ? 

Answer.  So  you  say. 

Question.  Happened  to  leave  the  returns  there  ? 

An,swer.  Yes;  if  they  had  wanted  them  at  Columbia  Falls  I 
should  have  left  them  there. 

Question.  What  do  you  think  became  of  the  third  return  if  you 
had  it? 
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Answer.  I  never  thought  of  it. 

Question.  That  is  entirely  blank? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Perhaps  you  used  it  for  making  out  a  deed? 

Answer.  K  there  was  a  blank  side  I  should  use  it  for  copy. 

Question.  Are  you  in  the  habit  of  having  blank  returns  given  or 
sent  to  you  after  election  to  cure  defects  in  towns  ? 

Aviswer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  for  a  good  many  years.  I 
may  have  in  old  Democratic  times  when  we  were  doing  those  things. 

Question.  It  was  not  teaching  you  any  new  tricks  ? 

Answer.  No ;  I  knew  all  about  it  before.  The  Republicans  have 
been  trying  it  for  twenty-three  years  and  I  have  been  glad  to  get 
this  chance. 

Question.  The  Republicans,  who  came  in  since,  must  have  learned 
it  from  them? 

Answer.  Yes ;  a  good  many  Democrats  went  over  to  the  Republi- 
cans. 

Question.  Do  you  think  you  ever  before  had  any  returns  sent  you 
after  election  to  fix  up  a  l!bwn?   . 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  I  ever  did ;  I  do  not  remember ;  these 
things  I  let  go  quick  as  I  can  and  go  to  something  else. 

By  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Question.  1  understood  you  to  say  that  you  expected  those  returns, 
made  up  in  open  town  meeting  and  forwarded  to  Augusta,  would  be 
corrected  by  the  record  ? 

Answer.  That  is  the  idea  I  had. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  know  a  return  to  be  corrected  by  an}i;hing 
else  than  a  certified  copy  of  the  record? 

Ansioer.  I  had  no  definite  knowledge  of  how  it  was  done. 

Question.  Isn't  it  a  fact  that  the  only  law  authorizing  a  correction 
of  the  returns, — ^the  law  of  eighteen  hundred  and  seventj-seven, 
authorizes  a  correction  by  a  certified  copy  of  the  record  ? 

Answer.  1  suppose  that  is  the  only  law ;  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  That  is  the  only  way  you  knew  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  I  know  of  any  other. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  see  a  town  record  made  up  with  a  priuted 
heading  on  it  such  as  you  find  on  every  blank  Senatorial  return  ? 

Anstver.  I  do  not  know  as  I  ever  did. 

Question.  You  never  saw  it  in  any  Town  Clerk's  record,  and  it 
would  be  absurd  to  write  it  out  there  ? 
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Answer,  I  cannot  tell  you  what  their  forms  are  for  recording. 

Question.  If  what  you  say  is  true,  explain  to  this  Committee  how 
you  happened  to  take  a  blank  Senatorial  return  in  order  to  get  a 
certified  copy  of  the  Town  Clerk's  record  by  which  returns  made  up 
in  open  town  meeting  and  forwarded  to  Augusta,  could  be  cor- 
rected? 

ATiswer.  The  idea  I  had  was  this :  if  I  had  a  blank  return  I 
should,  if  I  were  Selectman,  fill  it  out  as  in  September,  stating  it 
was  a  corrected  copy  agreeable  to  the  record. 

Question,  Would  it  have  been  a  certified  copy  of  the  town  record? 

Arhswer.  I  should  have  so  regarded  it. 

Question,  Would  it  have  been  a  certified  copy  of  the  record,  with 
that  printed  heading? 

Answer,  No. 

Question.  Have  you  not  stated  there  is  no  law  to  your  knowledge 
which  would  authorize  the  correction  of  anj-  return  excepting  by  a 
certified  copy  of  the  record? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  of  any ;  I  had  a  vague  idea  there  was  «i 
law  that  permitted  Town  Officers  to  correct  returns  to  conform  to 
the  record. 

Question,  Wasn't  this  law  and  its  constitutionality  under  discus- 
sion at  that  time  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  remember. 

Question,  Had  you  printed  in  3'our  paper  the  decision  of  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Council  that  that  law  was  unconstitutional? 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  I  had.  I  do  not  think  I  had  heard  it 
spoken  of — or  anything  about  it  then. 

Question,  Didn't  you  go  to  Mr.  Tabbut's  house  and  tell  him  that 
the  defect  in  the  Senatorial  return  from  the  town  of  Addison  was 
that  the  whole  number  of  ballots  was  not  correctly  stated  and  dif- 
fered from  the  number  actually  thrown  ? 

Answer,  I  might  have  stated  so  to  him,  but  I  do  not  think  I  did 
positive.     I  only  suggested  any  errors  that  might  be. 

Question,  I  want  you  to  state  ? 

Answer,  I  doubt  if  I  did.     I  have  no  recollection  of  it. 

Question,  Did  you  mention  to  him  at  that  time  any  other  defect 
tlian  the  defect  I  have  stated  ? 

Answer,  Any  misspelling  of  names  or  absence  of  figures  or  words 
not  written  out. 

Question,  'Do  you  say  upon  your  oath  before  this  Committee  that 
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you  made  no  such  statement  to  him  as  that  to  which  I  have  called 
your  attention  ? 

Answer,  That  is  my  recollection. 

By  Mr.  STRICKLAND : 

Question,  Who  was  the  Town  Clerk  of  Addison? 

Answer,  Mr.  Austin. 

Question,  His  politics? 

Answer,  Republican. 

Question,  What  are  the  politics  of  Addison  as  a  town? 

Answer,  Democratic  majority  all  the  waj'  from  twent3'-five  to 
seventy. 

Question,  How  long  has  Mr.  Austin  been  Town  Clerk? 

Answer.  My  recollection  is  nine  or  ten  years. 

Question,  Do  you  know  anything  in  reference  to  the  manner  in 
which  he  makes  up  his  records  ? 

Answer,  I  know  this  last  fall  I  saw  his  record  on  the  table  at  his 
office  on  sheets  of  paper  and  he  was  copying  it  into  his  volume. 

Question,  How  long  after  election? 

Answer,  About  nine  weeks,  I  should  think. 

Question,  Do  you  know  of  any  other  instance  of  his  making  them 
up  in  the  same  way  ? 

Answer,  I  heard  that  the  same  Clerk  let  his  records  remain  ftom 
September  till  two  days  prior  to  March  election. 

By  Mr.  COOK : 

Question,  How  much  of  the  recoixi  was  made  up  when  you  were 
in  there  that  day  ? 

Answer,  Not  very  much ;  I  should  think,  just  commencing. 

Question,  Didn't  j'ou  say  he  closed  it  up  in  less  than  a  moment? 

Answer,  He  folded  his  book  and  placed  the  sheets,  as  I  supposed, 
between  the  leaves. 

Question,  Could  you  tell  how  much  of  it  was  made  up  ? 

Answer,  I  should  think  two  or  three  inches  written  on  the  page. 

Question,  How  do  you  know  it  was  not  on  the  other  page  ? 

Answer,  I  saw  the  commencement,  and  it  had  the  appearance  of 
a  usual  town  record.  I  saw  the  town  of  Addison  mentioned  once  or 
twice  in  the  lines. 

Question,  How  did  you  know  it  was  the  commencement  of  the 
record  ? 

Answer,  It  looked  to  me  as  I  have  seen  warrants  ported  in  town 
meeting,  in  halls,  entries,  etc. 
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By  Mr.  HALE : 

Question.  You  thought  it  a  little  strange  that,  at  that  time,  he  was 
extending  his  records  on  the  town  book  ? 

Answer.  It  occurred  to  me  it  was  late  for  doing  such  work. 
Question.  Wasn't  that  a  little  additional  reason  why  you  should 
ask  him  to  let  you  see  the  record  ? 

Answer.  It  did  not  occur  to  me  it  was  any  of  my  business  about 
his  record. 

Question.  Were  you  not  around  for  the  purpose  of  getting  returns 
mrrected  by  the  record  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  It  did  not  occur  to  me,  at  that  time,  that  I  should 
look  at  it  or  wanted  to.  I  had  had  all  the  conversation  I  wanted  to 
have ;  I  had  satisfied  myself;  I  had  dischai^ed  all  the  duties  I  felt 
I  had  to  do. 

Geoboe  W.  Drisko,  recalled. 
Br  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Question.  Where  did  }'ou  get  your  information  in  relation  to  the 
defect  in  those  returns. 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  that  any  single  person  told  me  about  it. 

Question.  TcU  this  Committee  where  you  got  your  information  in 
relation  to  those  defects  ? 

Answer.  No  one  person  told  me  anything  about  it  that  I  think  of. 
luformati^n  was  gathered  from  rumor  and  gossip. 

Question.  Will  you  tell  this  Committee  where  you  got  the  infor- 
mation which  you  gave  to  those  two  men  [Merritt  and  Tabbut]  who 
have  stood  face  to  face  with  you  and  testified  that  you  gave  them  the 
specific  and  definite  information  ? 

Ayiswer.  My  recollection  is,  I  made  that  general  statement  that 
tliese  mistakes  might  be  so,  not  positive  ;  it  might  be  so. 

Question.  You  will  not  teU  me  where  you  got  it? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  any  single  individual  who  told  me 
auNihing  about  a  positive  mistake  of  that  kind. 

Question.  We  give  you  an  opportunity  to  tell  under  oath. 

Answer.  I  have  no  recollection  of  any  individual  telling  me. 

By  Mr.  STRICKLAND : 

Question.  Were  3'ou  in  Addison  —  or  where  were  you  on  Novem- 
ber eighth,  last? 

Answer.  I  was  on  my  way  home  from  Portland,  in  a  steamer. 

Question.  Did  you  see  Austin  in  Addison  that  day  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 
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March  11,  1880,  P.  M. 
James  R.  Talbot,  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  HALE : 

Question.  Where  do  3'ou  reside  ? 

Answer.  East  Machias. 

Question.  Your  business  ? 

Answer.  Lumbering  and  navigation. 

Question.  Whether  or  not  you  were  one  of  the  candidates  for 
Senator  from  Washington  county  during  the  last  election  ? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  After  that  election,  did  you  read  the  daily  papers  and 
the  return  of  votes  contained  therein,  with  a  view  of  ascertainliog 
whether  or  not  your  were  elected  ? 

Answer.  I  usually  read  the  papers. 

Question.  Did  you  then  ? 

Anstcer.  I  presume  I  did. 

Question.  As  appeared  from  the  reports  contained  in  the  news- 
papers, were  you  elected  or  defeated  as  then  appeared? 

Answer.  Taking  the  ''Machias  Republican"  as  authority*,  it 
appeared  I  was  not  elected. 

Question.  How  soon  after  the  election  did  you  commence  to  make 
question  as  to  whether  or  not  you  were  elected  ?  ^ 

Answer.  I  did  not  make  question  at  all. 

Question.  How  soon  did  you  commence  to  examine  into  the 
question  of  your  election  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  examine  ifito  it  all,  any  more  than  to  take  the 
paper  and  read  and  examine  the  figures. 

Question.  Were  you  in  Augusta  after  the  election  ? 

Answer.  No ;  I  had  not  been  in  Augusta  since  the  first  da\-  of 
March,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  till  I  came  tlie  fifth  of 
January'. 

Question.  Did  you  see  an>'  State  ofillcial  or  any  person  connected 
with  the  Governor  or  Council  after  the  election  and  prior  to  your 
coming  here  in  January  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question.  Did  you  receive  any  communication  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, from  any  person  connected  with  the  State  Department,  either 
Governor,  or  Governor  and  Council,  or  Secretary  of  State,  or 
Deputy  Secretary  of  State,  or  any  other  cffl3cer? 
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An9W€r.  I  did  not  receive  any  from  any  of  those  officers. 

Question.  Did  yon  receive  any  blanks  from  any  person  in 
Augusta ;  or  any  election  blanks,  after  the  election  and  before  the 
first  of  Januar}'  ? 

Answer.  From  any  person  in  Augusta? 

Question.  From  any  person  ? 
•    Answer.  T  did. 

Question.  From  whom  did  you  receive  them? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  know,  really,  who  I  received 
them  from,  or  not,  I  could  tell  you  how  I  received  them. 

Question.  Tell  me  from  whom  you  received  them  ? 

Answer.  I  supposed  I  received  them  from  Mr.  Leavitt. 

Question.  S.  D.  Leavitt? 

Answer.  Yes,— of  Eastport. 

Question.  Late  Adjutant  General  of  this  State  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Where  did  you  leam  that  he  obtained  them  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  leam  ;  I  never  asked  the  question. 

Question.  He  did  not  tell  you  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Where  did  you  receive  them  ? 

Answer.  I  received  them  at  home,  East  Machias. 

Question.  Did  he  bring  them  to  your  house  ? 

Answer.  No ;  they  came  by  mail.  I  received  them  through  the 
Post-office. 

Question.  Had  you  seen  Mr.  Leavitt  from  the  time  of  the  Sep- 
tember election  till  you  received  those  blank  returns  ? 

Answer.  No ;  I  had  not  seen  him  from  the  time  I  left  him  here 
last  spring,  and  have  not  seen  him  3'ct. 

Question.  Did  you  receive  a  letter  from  him  ? 

Answer.  I  received  a  letter;  the  letter  came  little  before  the 
blanks, — a  day  or  two. 

Question.  Have  you  got  that  letter? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Where  is  it? 

Answer.  Pretty  hard  to  tell :  it  was  in  the  ashes  the  last  time  I 
saw  it. 

Question.  Did  you  destroy  it  ? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  When? 
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Answer.  A  few  days  after  I  received  it. 

Question.  Why? 

Answer.  Because  I  destroy  all  my  letters,  after  I  have  read  them 
to  my  satisfaction. 

Question.  You  had  read  it  to  3^our  satisfaction  and  you  destroyed 
it? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  did  he  say  in  that  letter  in  regard  to  the  blank 
returns  that  he  forwarded  to  you  ? 

Answer.  He  merely  stated  there  were  some  errors  in  one  or  two 
towns,  and  he  would  send  the  blanks  to  me. 

Q^e8tion.  For  what  purpose  ? 

Ansioer.  To  have  them  corrected,  if  I  saw  fit. 

Question.  To  have  the  errors  in  the  returns  of  those  towns  cor- 
rected? 

Answer.  Yes,  su*. 

Question.  When  was  it  he  sent  you  that  letter? 

Answer.  I  cannot  recollect  the  date. 

Question.  As  near  as  you  can  recoUect  the  date? 

Answer.  Some  time  the  first  of  November. 

Question.  ^Was  it  not  before  the  eighth  of  November? 

Answer.  I  cannot  swear  to  any  day  or  week. 

Question.  According  to  your  best  recollection? 

Ansiwer.  I  should  think  not  before  the  eighth.   ' 

Question.  How  many  blanks  did  you  receive  through  the  mail 
from  Mr.  Leavitt? 

Answer.  Three. 

Question.  What  kind  of  blaShks  were  they? 

Answer.  The  same  kind  of  blanks  that  they  have  for  election 
purposes. 

Question.  Were  they  blank  returns  for  Senators  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  received  three  blank  returns  for  Senators  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  those  three  blank  returns  all  the  papers  that  you 
received  from  Mr.  Leavitt? 

An,swer.  No,  sir ;  not  aU. 

Question.  What  else  did  you  receive  ? 

Answer.  I  received  nothing  from  him  at  that  time  excepting  the 
blanks. 
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Question.  Did  you  receive,  afterwards,  anything  ft'om  him? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  I  did ;  I  received  the  letter  that  I 
spoke  of  before. 

Qu/estion.  Did  yon  receive  anything  from  Mr.  Leavitt  excepting 
tiiat  letter  and  these  three  blanks? 

Anstoer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  From  the  time  of  the  election  till  this  time,  have  yon 
received  any  communication,  or  any  paper,  or  anything,  directly  or 
indirectly,  from  Mr.  Leavitt,  in  person  or  from  any  person  acting 
for  him,  excepting  the  letter  and  the  three  blank  returns  to  which 
you  have  testified? 

Answer.  I  have  not. 

Question.  Directly  or  indirectly  ? 

Answer.  No  sir ;  I  have  had  a  little  neighborly  correspondence 
with  Mr.  Leavitt,  and  that  is  aU. 

Que^ion.  How  many  letters  ? 

Answer.  One  or  two. 

Question.  When  were  they  written  ? 

Answer.  The  last  one  was  written  about  a  fortnight  ago,  I  think. 

Question.  When  was  the  first  one  written  ? 

Answer.  I  will  not  say  I  have  had  any  excepting  the  one  I  spoke 
of  to  you,  and  a  fortnight  ago. 

Question.  In  those  letters  was  there  any  reference  to  the  subject 
matter  of  this  inquiry,  directly  or  indirectly, — to  the  subject  matter 
of  returns,  or  alterations,  or  corrections  of  return^? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Questian.  In  reference  to  the  political  situation  ? 

Answer.  No ;  it  might  have  been  alluded  to,  indirectly. 

Question.  You  say  that  three  blank  returns  and  the  letter  were  ail 
you  received  from  Mr.  Leavitt ;  did  you  receive  any  blank  return  or 
any  paper  connected  with  the  Department  of  State,  from  any  other 
person? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  By  mail  or  by  the  hand  of  any  person? 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question.  Did  you  receive,  with  these  blank  returns,  any  official 
envelopes,  in  which  they  were  to  be  returned  to  the  Secretary  of 
State's  office? 

Answer.  I  think  that  is  the  way  I  received  them. 

Qu/estUm.   You  received  them  with  a  corresponding  number  of 
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official  envelope,  for  their  return  to  the  office  of  Secretary  of 
State? 

Answer,  Yes,  Sir. 

Question.  What  did  you  do  with  those  three  blank  returns  and 
the  official  envelopes  accompan^^ing  them. 

Answer.  I  suppose  you  have  heard  what  I  did  with  them. 

Question.  I  want  you  tell  the  Committee  ? 

Answer.  I  sent  one  to  Whiting  and  left  the  other  two  at  Machias. 

Question.  To  whom  did  you  send  the  return  at  Whiting? 

Answer.  To  Mr.  Peavey. 

Question.  Did  you  send  a  letter  with  it? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  did  the  letter  contain?  . 

Answer.  I  wrote  to  him  in  the  first  place  that  there  were  defects 
in  his  return  and  asked  him  if  he  would  see  they  were  changed. 

Question.  Did  you  tell  him  what  the  defect  was  ? 

Answe^r.  I  did  when  I  sent  the  blank. 

Question.  What  did  you  state  it  was  ? 

Answer.  I  think  the  defect  was  there  that  the  whole  number  of 
votes  was  not  given. 

Question.  Had  you  seen  the  town  record? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Had  you  had  any  conversation  with  him  in  relation  to 

it? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Q^stion.  Had  you  had  any  conversation  with  any  person  aboat  it? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  How  did  you  know  that  the  defect  in  that  return  was 
the  omission  of  the  whole  number  of  votes  ? 

Answer.  That  came  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Leavitt — ^the  letter  I 
spoke  of. 

Question.  Mr.  Leavitt  disclosed  to  you,  in  the  early  part  of 
November,  what  the  defect  was  in  that  return? 

Answer.  I  will  not  say  the  early  part  of  November.  All  the  way 
I  can  recollect  that  is  by  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Crane,  of  Whiting, 
who  said,  I  think,  that  he  received  the  letter  the  seventeenth. 

Question.  It  must  have  been  disclosed  before  that  day? 

Answer.  Yes.    It  only  takes  half  a  day  for  a  letter  to  go. 

Question.  Mr.  Leavitt  disclosed  to  you  what  the  defect  was  in 
that  return,  at  that  time  ? 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  you  sent  this  blank  return  and  envelope  to  Mr. 
Peavey,  by  which  he  was  to  make  a  corrected  return? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  What  did  you  expect  him  to  do  with  it  ? 

Answer.  I  stated,  if  he  changed  the  return,  he  might  date  it  the 
day  he  made  it,  or  date  it  as  this  was,  just  as  he  was  a  mind  to. 
That  is  all  the  instruction  I  gave  him. 

Question.  What  did  you  expect  him  to  do  with  it? 

Answer.  I  expected  him  to  send  it  to  Mr.  Leavitt. 

Question.  Did  you  direct  him  to  send  it  to  Mr.  Leavitt? 

Answer.  I  think  I  did. 

Question.  Do  you  testify  you  did  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  What  did  you  expect  Mr.  Leavitt  to  do  with  it? 

Answer.  I  did  not  follow  it  as  far  as  that. 

Question.  What  did  you  expect  Mr.  Leavitt  would  do  with  that 
return? 

Answer.  I  am  sure  I  did  not  know  what  he  would  do. 

Question.  You  testify  to  the  Committee  that  3'ou  had  no  expecta- 
tion as  to  what  Leavitt  would  do  with  that  return  when  corrected  ? 

Answer.  I  had  no  reason  to  know  and  did  not  know.  He  did  not 
tell  me. 

Question.  What  did  you  do  with  the  other  two  blank  returns? 

Answer.  I  gave  them  to  Mr.  Drisko. 

Question.  What  Drisko? 

Answer.  George  W.  Drisko,  of  Machias. 

Question.  For  what  purpose  ? 

Answer.  To  go  and  see  if  they  could  be  corrected. 

Question.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Drisko  in  person? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Where? 

Answer.  Machias. 

Question.  Did  you  go  to  see  him  ? 

Answer.  I  am  there  most  every  day. 

Question.  Did  you  take  the  blank  returns  into  his  office  ? 

Answer.  I  presume  so. 

Question.  Did  you  take  blank  envelopes  ? 

Answer.  Yes.    • 

Question.  You  took  those  into  his  office? 
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Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  What  direction  did  you  give  him  about  them? 

Answer.  I  did  not  suppose  it  was  necessary  for  me  to  give  him 
much  direction ;  I  supposed  he  knew  as  much  about  it  as  I. 

Question.  He  was  an  old  hand  at  that  himself? 

Answer.  I  do  not  make  an}^  such  charge ;  but  he  is  editor  of  a 
paper  and  I  presume  he  knows  something. 

Question.  Did  3^ou  give  him  any  direction  about  it? 

Answer.  I  merely  told  him  the  defects  there  were  in  the  returns. 

Question.  What  did  j'ou  tell  him  to  do  with  the  blanks? 

Answer.  I  asked  him  if  he  would  get  them  corrected. 

Question.  What  did  he  tell  you  ? 

An.swer.  He  told  me  he  would- 

Question.  What  two  towns  were  there  that  he  was  to  go  to  got 
the  returns  corrected  ? 

Answer.  Addison  and  Jonesborough. 

Question.  What  was  the  defect  in  the  town  of  Addison  ? 

Ansioer.  I  really  cannot  tell  what  was  the  defect  was  in  Addison. 

Question.  Yoti  told  him  what  it  was,  at  the  time? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  You  told  him,  at  the  time,  correctly? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  From  what  source  did  you  get  your  information  ? 

Answer,  The  same  source  I  got  the  other. 

Question.  From  Mr.  Leavitt? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  the  defect  in  the  return  from  Jonesborough? 

Answer.  The  only  defect  there  was,  ''James  R.  Talbot"  so  many 
votes,  "John  T.  Wallace,  Jr."  ditto  marks;  '^Austin  Harris"  so 
many  votes,  "Alden  Bradford  "  ditto  marks. 

Question.  You  told  Brother  Drisko  what  that  defect  was  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  told  him  to  go  and  get  it  corrected  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  tell  him,  because  I  did  not  have  any  authority. 

Question.  You  told  him  what  the  defect  was,  and  what  you 
wanted  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  or  I  should  not  have  gone  to  see  him. 

Question.  Did  you  tell  him  any  other  defect? 

Answer.  That  was  all  the  defect  I  knew. 

Question.  That  is  all  the  defect  you  said  anything  about  to  Drisko? 
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Ansfjoer.  Yes ;  that  is  all  the  defect  there  was  that  I  knew  of. 

Question.  You  placed  those  retiims  In  his  hands  and  left  them 
with  him? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  did  you  expect  would  be  done  with  the  returns 
you  gave  to  Drisko,  if  they  were  corrected  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  trouble  myself  much  about  that,  and  did  not 
know  what  would  .be  done ;  I  supposed  they  would  be  sent  here  for 
some  purpose. 

Question.  When  you  say  ^^here"  you  mean  to  the  Secretary  of 
State's  office  at  Augusta? 

Answer.  At  Augusta, — ^headquarters. 

Question.  Did  you  give  any  other  directions  than  to  go  and  have  > 
the  returns  amended  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  express  to  him  any-  desire  excepting  simply  to  • 
go  and  have  the  returns  of  Addison  and  Jonesborough  corrected  in  . 
the  particulars  you  have  named  ? 

Answer.  That  is  all  it  was  necessary  to  give  him. 

Question.  It  was  all  you  did  give  him  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Did  you  suggest  to  him  any  other  defect  in  the  Jones- 
borough  return  excepting  the  ditto  marks  which  you  have  stated  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  How  early  was  that? 

Answer.  That  was  the  same  time ;  I  do  not  recollect  the  date ; : 
but  the  whole  operation  was  within  a  day  or  two. 

Question.  How  did  you  know  of  the  defect  in  the  Jonesborough  , 
return? 

Answer.  The  same  source. 

Question.  From  S.  D.  Leavitt? 

Answer.  Yes,  the  same  waj-  I  knew  the  other. 

Question.  Had  you  heard  or  did  you  know  that  Mr.  Leavitt  had ' 
come  from  Augusta  a  short  time  before  he  gave  you  this  information  ? 

Answer.  No ;  I  had  no  means  of  knowing  till  I  received  that  let- 
ter from  him. 

Question.  You  knew  he  was  in  Augusta  upon  official  duties? 

Answer.  I  knew  his  headquarters  were  here. 

Question.  And  that  his  office  was  in  the  room  adjoining  this  where 
the  Committee  are  ? 

21 
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Answer.  Yes,  last  Spring. 

.Questimi.  Just  across  the  hall-way  from  the  office  of  Secretai}'  of 
Stttc? 

Am.»u)er.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  know  of  any  other  defects  existing  in  any 
other  returns  than  those,  from  Washington  county? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Qu£8tio$i.  Did  you  hear  of  any  other? 

Ansioer.  I  did  not  look  into  it ;  did  not  examine  to  see  whether 
there  was  any  or  not. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  any  ? 

Answer.  No ;  I  supposed,  by  the  driving  around,  there  was  some. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  conference  with  Mr.  Smart  in  rela- 
tion to  it? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  have  not  seen  Smart  but  once  since  last 
August,  I  think. 

Question.  You  were  counted  in  ? 

Answer.  I  received  a  certificate  from  the  Governor  and  Council 
that  I  was  elected. 

Question.  That  was  contrary'  to  what  you  supposed  immediately 
after  election? 

Answer.     Yes,  it  was. 

Question.  Mr.  Drisko  has  testified  substantially,  before  the  Ck>m- 
mittee,  that  you  suggested  numerous  errors  that  might  be  in  the 
returns  of  Jonesborough  and  Addison ;  but  I  understand  you  to  say 
that  you  called  his  attention  specifically  to  the  two  defects  which  you 
have  mentioned  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  of  calling  his  attention  to  anything  else 
.  but  those  two. 

Question.  You  do  recollect  of  calling  his  attention  to  those  two 
.  defects  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  knew  or  heard  there  had  been  a  return  from.  Jones- 
borough? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  how  I  should  know  that. 

Question.  You  knew,  if  there  was  a  defect  in  the  return,  you  had 
everj'  reason  to  believe  there  was  a  return  to  have  a  defect  in  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  that  necessarily  foUows. 

Question.  Did  you  know  an3ijmig  about  a  blank  return  coming 
fix>m  Jonesborough? 
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Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question,  When  did  you  first  hear  that  there  was  a  blank  return 
from  Jonesborough? 

Answer.  I  did  not  hear ;  I  believe  I  have  noticed  it  in  the  paper 
within  a  day  or  two,  something  of  that  kind ;  but  did  not  know  what 
it  meant. 

QiLestion.  Ton  did  not  know  what  the  statement  about  there  being 
a  blank  return  meant? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Is  there  any  other  statement  you  desire  to  make  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  there  is ;  I  came  here  expecting  to  tell 
the  truth,  and  I  have  told  it. 


Februabt  27,  1880,  P.  M. 
John  H.  Stillinos,  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  HALE : 

Question.  Where  is  your  residence  ? 

Answer.  Berwick,  Maine. 

Question.  Were  you,  in  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  the 
Town  Clerk  of  Berwick  ? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Are  you  now  Town  Clerk  of  Berwick  ? 

Answer.  I  am. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  September  meeting  in  eighteen 
hundred  and  seven  t^-nine  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Acting  as  Town  Clerk  during  the  day? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Who  were  the  Selectmen  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  I  can  give  them  in  regular  order. 
Richard  L.  Goodwin,  I  think,  was  first,  and  Moses  E.  Clark,  second, 
and  Daniel  H.  Toothaker,  third. 

QuesHon.  Were  they  present  at  the  town  meeting? 

Anstver.  Yes. 

Question.  During  the  day  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Were  you  there  at  the  time  the  meeting  closed? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Did  you  help  make  up  the  returns? 
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Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  For  the  different  officers  voted  for? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Were  the  returns  made  up  in  open  town  meeting? 

Answer.  They  were. 

Question.  Were  they  completed  and  sealed  there  ? 

Answer.  They  were. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  became  of  the  returns  afterwards  ? 

Answer.  They  were  sealed  up,  and  I  earned  them  directly  from 
the  Town  House  to  the  Post-office  and  deposited  them  in  the  Post- 
office  that  evening.  It  is  not  more  than  a  minute  or  two's  walk 
from  the  office. 

Question.  All  of  them? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  So  that  3^ou  attended  not  only  to  the  returns  themselves 
but  to  their  direction  in  the  envelope  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  How  were  they  all  directed? 

Answer.  They  were  sent  to  Augusta,  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Question.  And  were  made  up  upon  printed  blanks  famished  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  And  inclosed  in  the  printed  envelopes  fhmished  you? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Examine  the  paper  which  I  now  hand  you,  which  pur- 
ports to  be  the  Senatorial  return  from  the  town  of  Berwick,  marked 
^^ Exhibit  7,  G.  D.  JB.,  Clerk  of  Committee ^^'  and  state  whether  you 
recognize  that  as  the  Senatorial  return  made  up  by  you  on  that  day  ? 

Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  What  part  of  that  return  is  in  your  hand  writing? 

Answer.  It  is  all  in  my  hand  writing  with  the  exception  of  the 
names  of  the  three  Selectmen  and  the  initial  letter  in  George  H. 
Wakefield ;  there  was  an  "-4"  there. 

Question.  It  is  all  in  your  hand  writing  with  the  exception  of  the 
signatures  of  the  three  Selectmen — and  the  middle  letter  in  the  name 
of  George  ''A:'  Wdkefieldf 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Examine  the  middle  letter  in  the  name  of  George  *'A." 
Wakefield^  carefully,  and  tell  us  what  you  discover  in  reference  to 
that  letter ;  what  is  Mr.  Wakefield's  name  ? 

Answer.  George  H.  Wakefield. 
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Question,  Is  he  a  man  well  known  to  yon  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  well  known  to  me.  I  have  bad  some  correspond- 
ence with  hun. 

Question,  Is  his  name  well  known  to  yon  ? 

Answer,  Yes. 

Question.  Have  yon  had  occasion  to  see  it  and  write  it  frequently  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  known  it  in  any  other  way  than  as 
George  H.  Wakefield? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  seen  his  name  signed  in  any  other  way 
than  ''George  H.  Wakefield?" 

Answer,  No. 

Question.  State  how  you  wrote  that  and  what  you  discover? 

Answer,  I  wrote  it — "  George  H.  Wakefield."  I  see  that  that  is 
connected  at  the  top  with  an  arch  or  circle  or  semi-circle,  which  I 
never  made  an  ''^"  in  that  manner.  I  always  made  a  pointed 
'^A"  usually  commenced  at  the  top  with  a  down  stroke  and  also  at 
the  top  on  the  last  portion.  I  never  made  a  circular  "  -4  "  or  a  cir- 
cular top  to  an  "-4." 

Question,  Are  there  other  capital  ''A's"  made  by  you  in  that 
return? 

Ansioer,  Yes  in  *'  Daniel  A.  Hill"  and  "  Josiah  A.  Stover." 

Question,  How  are  the  A's  in  the  names  written  by  you  made ; 
describe  your  process  of  making  them  ? 

Answer,  Made  with  a  pointed  top,  beginning  at  the  top  with  a 
down  stroke  on  the  first  section  of  the  ''A,"  and  on  the  last  down 
stroke  commencing  at  the  top. 

Question,  Is  that  your  unvarying  way  of  making  a  capital  "A?" 

Answer.  1  think  I  always  had  for  a  number  of  years. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  of  having  begun  a  capital  ''  ^"  at 
the  bottom  on  the  left  hand  side  and  carrying  it  up  and  around 
down  on  the  right  hand  side  ? 

Answer.  No ;  I  do  not  recollect  of  making  it  that  way. 

Question,  But  you  always  make  it  with  two  downward  strokes  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question,  Examine  that  with  a  glass  and  state  what  you  discover 
in  the  manner  it  was  evidently  made  with  reference  to  ink  or  any 
other  peculiarities  you  see?  [Witness  examines  return  under  a 
glass.] 
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Answer.  I  see  that  a  different  colored  ink  was  used  there,  it  seems 
over  the  top  rather  as  though  it  was  carried  around  very  slowly,  has 
the  appearance  as  though  any  one's  hand  trembled  a  little  in  making 
the  last  portion  connecting  the  two  strokes  of  the  "  H." 

Question.  How  positive  are  you  that  you  did  not  make  that? 

Answer.  I  am  just  as  positive  that  I  did  not  connect  that  tliere  as 
that  I  am  here  present  with  you. 

Question.  Was  it  or  could  it  have  been  done  before  you  sealed  up 
the  returns  and  enclosed  them  to  the  Secretary? 

Answer.  No ;  it  couldn't. 

Question.  It  must  have  been  done  since  then? 

Answer.  It  must  have  been  done  since. 

Question.  "Was  Mr.  "Wakefield  certificated  by  the  Governor  and 
Council  or  counted  out? 
*    Ansvjer.  Counted  out. 

Question.  "Who  was  counted  in,  in  his  stead  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  I  recollect  his  name  now. 

Question.  State  the  vote  for  Senator  of  the  town  there  ? 

Answer.  ''^  Five  hundred  ttoenty-seven"  ihe  whole  number. 

Question.  The  Senatorial  votes  of  the  candidates,  respectively? 

Answer.  ^^Ira  S.  Libbey^  two  hundred  ^thirty-three;  John  Q.  Den- 
nett ^  two  hundred  thirty-seven;  Daniel  A.  HiU,  one  hundred  eighty; 
JosiahA.  Stover^  eighty-three;  D.  A.  HUl^  six;  Charles  P.  Emery, 
two  hundred  fifty-five;  Jeremiah  W.  Dearborn^  two  hundred  fifty- 
five;  George  "-4."  Wakefield^  two  hundred  fifty-eigJU.'* 

Question.  I  ask  you  to  look  at  the  tabulations  made  by  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Council  of  the  Senatorial  votes  for  the  county  of  York, 
and  look  at  the  town  of  Berwick  and  state  what  3*ou  discover  there 
as  to  the  vote  for  George  H.  "Wakefield?  [Witness  examines 
tabulations.] 

Answer.  It  seems  to  be  two  hundred  and  something,  there. 

Question.  That  is,  you  discover  there  was  written  there  in  figures 
^-can  you  tell  whether  it  is  two  hundred  fifty-eight,  or,  state  what 
you  do  discover? 

Answer.  I  can  see  there  is  a  portion  of  the  "2"  there  for  tioo 
hundred;  as  to  the  other  it  may  be  trvo  hundred  fifty  odd. 

Question.  Do  you  discover  there  were  three  figures  made,  of  which 
the  "2"  is  plain? 

Ansioer.  Yes.    They  have  been  erased,  all  of  them. 

Question.  Leaving  an  apparent  blank  space  ? 
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Answer,  Yes. 

Question.  Where  do  you  find,  upon  that  tabulation,  that  the  vote 
for  George  H.  Wakefield  is  put  down? 

Ansioer.  Carried  to  the  right,  and  is  tabulated  as  for  George  ^*'A.*' 
Wakefield. 

Question.  So  that,  by  those  tabulations,  does  it  appear  that  George 
H.  Wakefield  lost  two  hundred  and  fifty-eight  votes  ? 

Answer,  Yes. 

Question.  Is  the  erasure  plain,  or  otherwise? 

Answer.  Plain. 

Question.  It  can  be  seen,  even  with  the  naked  ej'e?  ^ 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  But  very  clearly  with  the  glass? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Is  there  any  such  man  as  G^eorge  A,  Wakefield  that  you 
know  of. 

Answer.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Question.  Please  produce  your  record  ? 

Answer.  I  have  it  here.     [Witness  produces  town  records.] 

Question.  The  A*s  upon  your  record  are  such  as  you  have 
described  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Br  Me.  STROUT  : 

Question.  You  also  made,  at  the  same  time,  your  Representative 
return  from  the  town  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  I  pass  you  the  Representative  return  from  Berwick, 
marked  "'Exhibit  8,  G.  D.  J5.,  Clerk  of  Committee^'^  and  ask  you  if 
that  return  was  made  by  you  ? 

Answer,  Yes. 

Question.  You  have  examined  the  word  ^^  thirty**  in  the  words. 
''ihiHy-oner 

Answer.  I  have. 

Question.  Whether  or  not  you  have  any  recollection  whatever  of 
erasing  that  word  ^Hhirty"  or  any  word  in  its  place,  and  re- writing 
it? 

Answer.  I  have  no  recollection  that  there  were  any  words  erased. 

Question,  Look  at  the  word,  and  especially  at  the  letters  ^^h'*  and 
''y,"  and  state  whether  or  not  your  hand  ever  wrote  that  word, 
according  to  your  best  knowledge? 
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Ansioer,  It  does  not  look  like  my  hand  writing.  I  do  not  make  a 
^^  ^ "  in  that  manner. 

Question.  Take  the  whole  word  together,  is  it,  according  to  3^our 
best  knowledge  and  judgment,  your  writing  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  it  is. 

Question.  You  think  it  has  been  changed  since  it  left  your  hands, 
by  some  one? 

Answer.  It  seems  that  it  has.  It  seems  as  though  it  had  been 
ei'ased  sometime,  but  I  do  not  recollect  of  erasing  it. 

Qaestion.  Is  it  perfectly  apparent  with  the  naked  eye,  but 
especially  with  the  glass,  that  the  word  formerly  written  there  has 
been  carefuU}'  erased,  and  the  word  ^^  thirty'*  written  in,  in  imitation 
of  your  hand — ^somewhat  imitating  your  hand  writing  ? 

Answer.  It  has  that  appearance. 

Question.  Do  you  think  it  is  a  good  imitation  of  3'our  hand 
writing? 

Answer.  It  does  not  seem  to  be. 

Question.  What  are  the  politics  of  Buifhm? 

Ansuoer.  Republican. 

Questio7i.  And  of  Reuben  Chadboume  ? 

Answer.  Fusionist. 

Question.  If  that  return  had  been  rejected  b}'  reason  of  an? 
informality  in  the  whole  number  of  ballots — ^the  whole  number  of 
ballots  not  agreeing  with  the  votes  thrown — he  would  have  lost  how 
niliny  votes  ? 

Answer.  He  would  have  lost  a  majority  of  fifteen  votes. 

Question.  Have  you  any  doubt  that  that  is  a  forgery — ^the  word 
'' thirty  r 

Answer.  1  think  it  is. 

By  Mr.  STRICKLAND : 

Question.  "Would  you  swear  positive? 

Answer.  I  do  not  feel  so  pK)sitive  as  I  do  in  regard  to  the  letter 

'"  h:* 

By  Mr.  COOK : 

Question.  You  would  swear  that  was  a  forgery  ? 
Answer.  I  should. 

By  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Question,  After  examining  that  as  thoroughly  as  you  have,  state 
just  as  you  feel  about  it,  whether  there  is  any  reasonable  doubt  in 
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jour  mind  that  that  word  ^^  thirty^'  as  it  now  stands  written,  over 
whatever  was  erased,  was  written  by  some  other  hand  than  your 
own  and  in  imitation  of  yours  ? 

Ansxoer,  I  cannot  say  positive,  now ;  it  does  not  look  like  my 
writing,  but  still  it  might  have  been ;  I  do  not  think  it  was ;  but 
there  is  some  doubt  in  my  mind  in  regard  to  it. 

Questkm.  You  cannot  swear  positive? 

Answer.  No,  I  cannot. 

By  Mr.  HALE : 

Question,  Look  at  the  Berwick  return  for  County  Officers  and  see 
if  you  made  it  out?     [Witness  examines  return.] 

Answer.  Yes,  I  did. 

Q;aesticm.  Is  that  the  return  that  was  sent  by  you  to  the  Secretary 
of  State? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Read  the  return  so  far  as  it  relates  to  County  Commis- 
sioner? 

Answer.  *'^The  whole  number  of  ballots  given  in  for  County  Gom- 
missioner  loas  five  hundred  and  twenty."  The  persons  voted  for 
severally  received  the  number  of  votes  foUovring,  viz:  For  Richard  L 
Goodwin  two  hundred  and  seventy;  Brackett  Hall  two  hundred  forty- 
nine.     Scattering  one." 

Question.  That  makes  the  whole  number  of  votes  the  same  as 
given  for  the  candidates,  and  scattering? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  All  added  together  make  five  hundred  and  twent}'? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Or  a  plurality  for  Mr.  Goodwin — of  how  many? 

Answer.  Twenty,  in  that  ballot. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  reason  why  the  Governor  and 
Council,  in  making  up  the  returns  for  the  County  Officers,  rejected 
the  vote  of  Berwick  for  Count}'  Commissioner? 

Answer.  I  did  not  know  it  was  rejected. 

Question.  Look  at  the  the  tabulation  made  up  by  the  Governor 
and  Council  for  County  officers  in  York  county,  and  see  whether  or 
not  the  vote  of  Berwick  is  rejected,  for  County  Commissioner. 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  What  are  your  politics  ? 

Answer.  I  am  a  Republican. 
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March  3,  1880,  P.  M. 
James  W.  Wakefield,  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Question.  Your  residence  and  business? 

Answer,  Bath,  Maine  ;  I  am  Postmaster. 
.  Question.  Whether  or  not  you  came  to  Augusta  at  any  time  dur- 
ing the  counting  out  excitement ;  and  did  you  examine  any  returns 
in  the  Governor  and  CounciVs  Chamber  or  in  the  Secretary  of  State's 
office? 

Answer.  The  latter  part  of  December,  I  should  say  the  twenty- 
third,  as  near  as  I  can  fix  the  date, — I  called  at  the  Secretary  of 
State's  office  with  a  gentleman  from  York  county,  desiring  to  see 
the  York  county  returns.  Deacon  Gove  ordered  them  to  be  brooght 
out,  which  Deput3'  Secretary'  of  State  Sawj'er  complied  with.  I  was 
looking  for  the  city  of  Biddeford  to  see  whether  three  or  four  Alder- 
men had  signed  the  return.  In  looking  them  over  I  saw  the  town 
of  Berwick. 

Question.  I  present  to  you  the  Representative  return  from  the 
town  of  Berwick,  marked  ''^Exhibit  8^  G.  D.  J5.,  Clerk  of  Commit- 
tee^^* and  ask  whether  or  not  you  have  seen  that  return  before,  and 
if  so,  state  its  condition  ? 

Answer.  I  have  seen  the  return  before,  in  the  Secretary  of  State's 
office,  and  have  no  doubt  it  was  on  December  twenty-third. 

Question.  State  its  condition  so  far  as  the  ^^Five  hundred  and 
thirty -one**  is  concerned? 

Answer.  When  I  saw  the  return,  I  noticed  a  discrepancy  between 
the  number  of  votes  and  the  number  of  ballots.  I  asked  Mr.  Saw- 
yer to  please  take  his  pencil  and  make  a  note  of  the  number  of 
ballots,  which  he  did;  I  then  asked  him  to  make  a  note  of  the 
number  of  votes  given  in  for  Buffiim  and  the  number  given  in  for 
Chadbourne.  The  number  of  votes  given  in  for  both  was  five  hun- 
dred and  thirty-one,  while  the  number  of  ballots  differed  thirty 
votes  ;  five  hundred  and  sixty-one  was  the  number  of  ballots. 

Question.  Examine  the  return  on  the  face  and  state  what  altera- 
tion or  forgery  you  discover  ? 

Answer.  I  should  say  that  the  whole  number  of  ballots  had  been 
changed  from  ^^Jive  hundred  and  sixty-one**  to  ^^ Jive  hundred  and 
thirty-one.** 

Question.  Is  that  the  appearance,  on  inspection,  to  the  naked  eye? 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  words  have  been  changed? 

Answer,  I  should  say  that  '^ sixty*'  had  been  changed  to  ^'  thirty.'* 

Qiiestion.  Has  it  been  carefully  erased? 

Answer.  I  should  thought  it  might  have  been  erased  without 
going  entirely  through  the  paper ;  it  has  gone  through. 

Question.  The  person  who  did  it  has  scratched  it  through  in  one 
spot? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  On  the  twenty- third  of  December  that  was  ^^  sixty"  on 
the  return  where  now  it  is  ^^  thirty  f" 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Examine  the  tabulation  or  docket  placed  in  your  hands, 
and  state  whether  or  not  the  return  from  Berwick  was  tabulated  as 
if  there  had  been  no  error  in  the  return? 

Answer.  It  was ;  it  is  tabulated  '^531." 

Question.  You  find  it  tabulated  "  531,"  instead  of  ''  567  "? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  docket  agrees  with  the  return  as  altered. 

Question.  In  other  words,  the  return  has  been  altered  so  it  could 
be  docketed  as  it  now  appears  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  whose  hands  were  the  Representative,  Senatorial  and 
County  Officer  returns,  after  the  present  Legislature  was  organized, 
and  up  to  January  thirty-first,  eighteen  hundred  and  eight}'  ? 

Ansvoer.  On  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  January,  P.  A.  Sawyer,  for- 
merly Deputy  Secretary  of  State,  acknowledged  to  me  that  he  had 
possession  of  the  Gubernatorial  returns,  and  the  Senatorial  returns, 
and  the  Representative  returns,  and  the  tabulations,  and  the  State 
Seal ;  but  the  County  returns,  he  said,  he  had  not  seen,  and  did  not 
know  anything  about  where  they  were ;  he  had  not  possession  of 
them  and  did  not  know  where  they  were. 

Question.  Afterwards,  did  you  have  negotiations  which  ended  in 
those  returns  being  delivered  up  by  him  to  the  Secretary  of  State  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  when  they  were  delivered  up  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When? 

Answer.  Thursday  I  had  an  interview  with  Mr.  Sawyer  in  regard 
to  the  delivery  of  the  returns  to  Mr.  Chadboume,  —  such  as  he  had 
acknowledged  he  had  possession  of, — and  he  was  unwilling  to  do  so ; 
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but,  upon  my  urgent  solicitation  he  agreed  to  deliver  them  up  Sat- 
urday forenoon,  as  I  told  him  I  should  go  and  make  complaint, — 
swear  out  a  warrant  against  him,— on  his  confession  of  having  pos- 
session of  them.  I  advised  him  to  go  to  Portland  Thursday  night 
on  the  Pullman  train  and  consult  with  Bion  Bradbury  in  regard  to 
it  and  come  back  on  the  following  Friday  evening  train;  and  I 
would  join  him  at  Brunswick  and  would  return  to  Augusta  Friday 
night.  My  reason  for  advising  him  to  consult  with  Mr.  Bradbury 
was,  that  he  wanted,  in  surrendering,  to  place  himself  in  position  so 
as  to  preserve  his  relation  and  standing  with  his  own  party  friends. 
The  following  Friday  evening  I  left  home,  joined  him  at  Brunswick 
and  came  to  Augusta.  He  informed  me  that  Mr.  Bradbury  advised 
him  to  surrender  everything ;  but,  on  his  arrival,  he  said  he  had 
found  a  telegram  from  A.  P.  Gould,  advising  him  not  to  surrender, 
and  to  await  a  letter  he  would  receive  the  next  day  from  him.  I 
suggested  to  Mr.  Sawyer  that  it  was  not  advisible  for  him  to  incur 
the  risk  of  prosecution  and  bring  discredit  upon  himself  and  disgrace 
on  his  family, — with  probably  conviction  and  imprisonment — to 
please  A.  P.  Gould,  who  was  advising  him  from  sheer  ugliness.  He 
said  that  Mr.  Gould  had  been  counsel  of  their  party,  and  he  felt  as 
a  matter  of  courtesy,  he  should  wait  Mr.  Gould's  letter.  I  then 
placed  in  Mr.  Sawyer's  hands  a  letter.  Mr.  Sawyer  then  said  that 
he  would  deliver  up  everything  on  the  foUowins;  day  at  five  o'clock 
P.  M.  The  following  morning  the  Secretary  of  State  made  a  demand 
upon  Mr.  Sawyer  for  the  delivery  of  such  property  as  he  had  in  his 
possession  belonging  to  the  State,  wtiich  was  served  by  the  Sherifl' 
of  this  county,  Mr.  Libby. 


March  2,  1880,  P.  M. 
John  W.  Clark,  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  HALE: 

Question.  Residence  Dayton,  York  County  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Were  you  Town  Clerk  of  Dayton  in  eighteen  hundred 
and  seventy-nine,  and  present  at  the  September  meeting? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Qv^estion.  Who  made  up  the  returns  ? 

Answer.  I  made  them  all  but  the  last  one ;  and  one  of  the  Select- 
men made  that  up. 
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Question.  Who  made  the  Senatorial  return? 

Answer,  I  made  it. 

Question.  Examine  the  Senatorial  return  from  the  town  of  Day- 
ton, taken  from  the  files  of  the  Governor  and  Council,  and  see  if 
you  identify  it? 

Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  Is  that  the  Senatorial  return  made  out  b}'  you  in  open 
town  meeting? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Whose  are  the  signatures  there  ? 

Answer.  The  Selectmen  and  Town  Clerk's — my  own. 

Question.  You  recognize  them  all? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Who  wrote  the  body  of  the  return? 

Answer.  I  wrote  it. 

Question.  Look  at  the  name  of  Mr.  Stover,  one  of  the  Senatorial 
candidates,  and  state,  from  examination  of  it  with  the  naked  eye 
and  with  the  glass,  what  changes  have  been  made  in  it  since  it  left 
your  hands  ? 

Answer.  I  have  looked  at  it  once  with  a  glass  and  will  again. 
[Witness  examines  return  with  a  magnifying  glass.]  I  should  say 
that  the  left  hand  stroke, — ^that  is  part  of  the  left  hand,  the  upper 
part  of  the  left  hand  stroke — was  put  on  afterwards. 

Question.  Of  the  "^r 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Have  you  any  doubt  about  it? 

Answer.  No ;  I  haven't  any  doubt. 

Answer.  What  is  your  method  of  making  an  "A"  generally ; 
whether  you  make  it  with  an  open  top  ? 

Answer.  I  generally  make  it  with  an  open  top. 

Question.  So  that  it  looks  considerably  like  an  ^*  H." 

Answer.  Yes. 

Questioth.  Look  at  the  upper  part  of  the  right  hand  stroke  of  the 
middle  letter  of  the  name  ^^  Josiah  A.  Stover,"  and  see  if  it  looks  as 
though  that  had  been  put  on ;  see  whether  you  are  as  certain  about 
that  as  you  are  the  upper  part  of  the  left  hand  ? 

Answer.  I  am  not  so  sure  about  the  right  as  I  am  the  left. 

Question.  What  ticket  was  Mr.  Stover  upon  ? 

Answer.  Fusion. 

Question.  Will  you  examine  the  Clerk's  return  fcom  Dayton, 
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marked  ^^BlanJc  No.  ^,"  and  tell  me  how  the  name  of  Mr.  Stover, 
Fusion  candidate  for  Senator,  is  written,  whether  Josiah  H.  or 
Josiah  A.  f 

Answer,  I  should  say  Josiah  H. 

Question.  Very  plain? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  That  return  wafl  made  up  after  the  regular  returns  had 
been  made  up  for  Governor  and  Council  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  it  was  made  by  the  Selectmen,  not  by  me. 

QvLestion.  Which  one  ? 

Answer.  Samuel  C.Hight. 

Question.  The  Clerk's  return  was  made  by  him,  but  signed ? 

■ 

Answer.  By  myself. 

Question.  You  identify  that  as  the  Clerk's  return  from  that  town 
made  up  at  the  time  and  signed  by  3''ou  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  After  you  had  made  up  the  Senatorial  return  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  And  made  up  from  the  Senatorial  return? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  You  produce  here,  do  you,  a  piece  of  paper  containing 
an  A  which  you  have  just  made  to  show  the  Committee  how  you  are 
in  the  habit  of  making  an  A  ? 

Answer.  I  do.  [Witness  makes  an  "A"  on  a  slip  of  paper 
and  hands  it  to  stenographer.] 


March  3,  1880,  P.  M. 
Frank  M.  Totman,  sioom  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Question.  Where  do  3'ou  reside  ? 
Answer.  Fairfield. 
Question.  Your  business  ? 
Ansiver.  Lumber  business. 

Question.  Whether  or  not  you  were  chairman  of  Selectmen  for  the 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine  ? 
Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Your  associates  in  office  were ? 

Answer.  H.  C.  Burleigh  and  C.  J.  Greene. 
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Question.  Who  was  Town  Clerk? 

Anewer.  F.  E.  McFadden. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  annual  election,  September 
eighth,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine  ? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  After  the  poUs  closed,  did  you  assist  in  making  up  the 
returns? 

Answer.  I  was  present ;  I  did  not  assist  in  any  way  except  to 
sign  my  name. 

Question.  State  what  occurred  there  in  making  up  the  returns  ? 

Answer.  I  think  about  three  o'clock,  Mr.  Burleigh  says:  ^^Mr. 
McFadden  and  I  will  count  up  the  ballots  in  the  box."  There  were 
some  parties  there  that  were  anxious  to  know  about  how  we  were 
getting  along ;  and  they  took  the  box, — or  Burleigh  did ;  there  was 
a  table  back,  and  he  turned  the  ballots  out  and  commenced  count- 
ing. Greene  and  I  kept  on  receiving  ballots.  From  time  to  time, 
after  they  got  the  first  batch  counted  up,  they  called  for  the  others 
and  emptied  the  box.  At  the  time  the  polls  closed,  at  five  o'clock, 
there  was  just  one  ballot  left  in  the  box.  We  waited  a  few  moments 
and  they  said  they  had  got  them  all  straight, — ^got  them  all 
counted.  I  asked  Mr.  Burleigh  if  he  was  sure  he  was  right.  He 
said  that  he  was.  Mr.  Starbird,  one  of  the  candidates  for.SherifiTin 
the  countj',  a  Republican,  was  dissatisfied  with  the  count,  and  it  was 
not  satisfactory  to  him  and  thought  it  would  make  trouble  and 
wanted  I  should  count  the  ballots  over.  I  told  .him  I  guessed  they 
were  all  right.  He  urged  me  ver}'  hard,  and  Mr.  Greene  took  the 
ballots  out  of  the  box  for  me  to  count  them  over,  and  Mr.  Burleigh 
picked  them  up  and  put  them  back  in  the  box  and  said,  ^'I  know 
they  are  right."  I  finally  turned  out  the  ballots  and  c^ounted  up 
Starbird's  vote.  I  think  in  the  first  return  we  made  that  Starbird's 
vote  stands  the  same  as  in  the  second.  I  rather  insisted  on  count- 
ing them  all  over.  Mr.  McFadden  said  he  thought  that  was  unnec- 
essary, that  he  was  satisfied  the  vote  was  correct,  and  if  we  at- 
tempted to  count  them  over  again  we  were  liable  to  be  there  till 
twelve  o'clock.  I  finally  consented  to  let  it  go  as  it  was ;  still,  I 
had  a  misgiving  that  there  might  be  an  error. 

Question.  Did  you  go  on,  after  the  polls  closed,  and  make  up  a 
complete-  set  of  returns  for  Senatore,  Representatives,  County  O&L- 
oers  and  Governor,  and  were  those  returns  signed  by  all  of  the 
Selectmen  and  by  Mr.  McFadden,  and  sealed  up  and  returned  to 
Augusta? 
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Answer,  They  were  sealed  up  there  in  open  town  meeting. 

Question.  In  your  presence  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Qwestion.  Examine  the  several  returns  handed  you,  marked 
^^  Exhibit  13^  G.  D.  B.^  Clerk  of  Committee"  being  the  returns 
from  Fairfield  for  Governor,  Senators,  Representative^  and  County 
Officers,  and  state  whether  thej^  are  the  original  returns  signed  bj' 
you  and  sealed  up  in  open  town  meeting?  [Witness  examines 
returns.] 

Answer.  I  should  say  those  were  the  original  returns. 

Question.  Are  3'ou  acquainted  with  the  hand  writing  of  the  other 
Selectmen  and  the  Clerk  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Are  the  signatures  to  those  returns  genuine? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  should  sa^"  they  were,  to  the  best  of  my  knowl- 
edge and  belief. 

Question.  What  was  done  with  those  returns  after  they  were  made 
and  sealed  up  in  open  town  meeting? 

Answer.  They  were  in  the  hands  of  the  Town  Clerk.  I  presume 
he  forwarded  them  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Question.  Were  the}'  put  in  his  hands  for  that  purpose? 

Ansioer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  After  those  returns  were  forwarded  to  the  Governor 
and  Council  what  took  place  in  relation  to  the  returns  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  McFadden,  the  Clerk,  had  the  ballots  and  the  check 
list  in  his  possession,  and  the  next  morning  he  came  to  me — ^I  should 
judge  along  about  ten  o'clock,  met  me  on  the  street — ^and  said, 
*'  There  is  an  error  in  the  counting  of  those  votes."  Mr.  Brown 
was  present  at  the  time. 

Question.  What  Brown  ? 

Answer.  Our  Town  Agent,  S.  S.  Brown,  who  was  one  of  the 
Governor's  Council,  was  present  at  the  time  he  notified  me.  I  said 
to  McFadden  "  Is  that  so?  "  He  said  '*  Yes  ;  I  have  counted  those 
votes  over  and  we  made  an  error."  I  said  to  Mr.  Brown  "  What 
shall  we  do  about  it  under  those  circumstances?"  He  hesitated  a 
moment  and  smiled  a  little,  and  said  he  reaUy  did  not  know  what  he 
should  do  under  the  circumstances.  Said  he  ''  You  better  go  over 
and  count  them  over  with  him  and  be  satisfied  whether  vou  have 
made  an  error  or  not."  I  went  over  with  McFadden  into  a  private 
room  and  took  the  ballots  out  of  the  box  and  counted  them  over  two 
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or  three  times ;  he  counted  them^  and  then  I  counted  them,  and  we 
counted  them  together,  and  we  agreed  and  found  we  had  made  an 
error  of  twenty-four  votes. 
Question.  State  precisely  what  the  error  was  ? 
Ansioer.    The .  error  was  on  the  'County  Officers.     The  way  I 
accounted  for  it  was,  there  was  a  package  of  twenty-four  ballots 
there  that  were  Fusion  County  Officers  and  Garcelon's  name  at  the  * 
head.    Mr.  Burleigh  gave  off  what  he  counted  to  Mr.  McFadden  and : 
he  made  a  memorandum  of  them  at  the  time,  and  instead  of  credit- 
ing  those  twenty-four  Gubernatorial  votes  to  Garcelon  he  credited  : 
them  to  Smith,  and  the  County  Officers  were  left  off  accidentally,  I 
presume.    There  were  two  ballots  there  that  had  not  the  Governor's  . 
name  on  at  all. 

Question.  That  is  to  the  say  the  returns  did  not  show  the  number  - 
of  votes  thrown  for  the  Fusion  candidates  by  twenty-four? 

Answer.  Yes ;  the  whole  number  of  Gubernatorial  did  show  within 
two,  the  number  of  ballots  cast. 

Question.  What  was  said  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Brown  in  relation 
to  it,  and  what  did  he  do,  or  what  intimation  from  him  ? 

Answer.  I  inferred  from  the  way  he  acted  and  appeared,  that  I 
ooald  not  get  much  information  from  him,  from  the  way  he  answered 
me.    Knowing  the  man  I  knew  some  of  his  peculiarities. 
Question.  Did  you  ask  him  what  to  do? 

Ansioer.  I  asked  him  what  we  should  do  under  the  circumstances. . 
Question.  He  gave  you  no  definite  answers  ? 
Answer.  No,  he  said  he  did  not  really  know. 
Question.  What  next  happened? 

Answer.  The  Town  Clerk  and  I  talked  the  matter  over  occasionally 
about  what  to  do.  The  other  two  Selectmen  lived  in  the  back 
part  of  the  town, — ^not  where  we  could  get  at  them  very  handily.  It 
ran  along,  I  think,  some  two  weeks  after  the  returns  had  gone  in, 
after  town  meeting,  and  the  Clerk  came  to  my  office  one  day  and 
said,  **I  have  got  a  new  set  of  blanks  and  we  had  better  make  a 
second  return."  I  told  him  I  did  not  know  about  that, — ^we  had 
better  give  it  considerable  consideration  before  we  concluded  to 
make  out  a  second  set  of  returns ;  that  I  would  get  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  board  together  and  talk  it  over  and-  come  to  some 
conclusion  in  relation  to  it.  In  a  few  days  the  other  members  of  the 
board  came  out  and  we  got  together  and  talked  the  matter  over  and 

22 
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finally  concluded  we  would  fill  out  a  second  set  of  blanks  that  had 
been  furnished.  I  do  not  know  that  I  asked  the  question  where 
those  blanks  came  from,  but  I  inferred  that  he  got  &em  from 
Augusta. 

Question,  McFadden  did?     * 

Answer.  I  understood  him  to  say  he  got  tbem  from  Augusta.  I 
inferred  it  was  from  Brown ;  but  I  did  not  ask.  After  we  had  got 
together  we  concluded  to  make  out  a  new  set  of  returns,  and  I 
insisted  that  ihe  Town  Clerk  should  mark,  on  each  one  of  those 
returns,  something  to  show  which  was  the  original  and  which  was 
the  amended  return ;  and  a  letter  was  written  and  we  signed  it  and 
it  was  inclosed  in  the  returns. 

Question.  Examine  the  set  of  returns  marked  ^^Eaokibit  14,  G. 
D.  B. ,  Clerk  of  Committee,^^  with  the  letter  annexed  hereto,  which 
are  returns  from  tiie  town  of  Fairfield  for  Groremor,  Senators, 
Representatives  and  County  Officers,  and  state  whether  or  not  these 
are  the  second  set  of  returns  made  up  by  you  and  forwarded  to 
Augusta.     [Witness  examines  returns.] 

Answer.  I  should  say  that  these  signatures  weiB  genuine ;  and, 
according  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief,  tiiiese  are  the 
second  returns. 

Question.  Haye  you  any  doubt  about  it? 

Answer.  I  have  not. 

Question.  These  second  returns  were  made  and  signed  by  the 
several  Selectmen  and  Town  Clerk? 

Answer.  They  were. 

Question.  Was  that  done  upon  oomoltation  ? 

Answer.  It  was. 

Question.  Did  you  consult  together  as  to  anything  being  attached 
to  these  second  returns  so  as  to  show,  beyond  question,  that  they 
were  amended  returns  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  we  talked  the  matter  over  right  there,  tiiat  there 
should  be  something  on  these  returns  to  show  they  were  amended 
returns  to  correct  the  mistake  in  the  former  returns — something  to 
indicate  which  was  the  original  set  and  which  not. 

Question.  What  did  you  do  in  order  to  show  that  this  seomd  set 
-of  returns,  to  which  you  have  testified,  were  amended  returns  from 
the  town  of  Fab^eld? 

Answer.  I  did  not  do  anything. 

Question.  What  was  done  ? 
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Answer.  I  presumed  ihi&ce  was  something  written  across  the  top. 
I  did  not  notice  particularly ;  but  there  was  a  fair  understanding  with 
us  that  there  should  be  something  ou  each  one  of  these  returns  to 
indicate,  on  the  top? 

Quegtivn.  I  call  jour  attention  to  the  slip  of  paper  that  is  found 
attached  to  the  second  return  for  Governor,  which  is  affixed  to  the 
return  by  mucilage,  and  contains  the  words  '^Amended  return  0/ 
the  Town  of  Fairfield,  Sept.  25, 1879.*'  By  whom  was  that  written? 

Qui/estion.  According  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief 
the  Town  Clerk  wrote  that.     That  is  his  hand  writing. 

Question.  I  also  call  3'our  attention  to  the  slip  of  paper  you  find 
attached  to  the  amended  return  from  Fairfield  for  County  Officers, 
with  the  same  words  upon  it,  viz  :  ^''Amended  return  of  the  Town  of 
Fairfield,  Sept.  25, 1879,*'  and  ask  you  to  state  whether  that  is  also 
in  the  hand  writing  of  the  Town  Clerk? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  I  now  call  your  attention  to  the  amended  returns  for 
Senators  and  Representatives  and  ask  you  to  state  what  you  find 
upon  the  left  hand  margin  at  the  top,  above  the  printed  heading? 

Answer.  It  looks  as  though  the  slip  had  been  torn  off  by  some 
one. 

Question.  Is  there  any  doubt  that  there  was  a  slip  of  paper  there, 
similar  in  form  ^and  similar  paper  to  that  which  you  find  upon  the 
amended  Governor  return  and  County  Officers'  return,  and  that  it 
was  afi9:s^ed  by  mucilage  in  the  same  manner  that  the  two  are 
attached,  to  which  I  have  called  your  attention,  and  that  it  has  been 
torn  oflf  ? 

Answer.  In  my  judgment  there  is  no  doubt  about  it. 

Q^iestion.  I  call  your  attention  to  the  letter  which  is  dated  ^^Fair- 
fiM,  September  25,  1879,"  and  ask  you  to  state  in  whose  hand 
writing  that  is? 

Answer.  That  letter  was  written  by  Mr.  McFadden,  Town  Clerk. 

Question.  Whose  are  the  signatures  ? 

Answer.  F.  M.  totman's,  H.  C.  Burleigh's  and  C.  J.  Greene's, 
Selectmen  of  Fairfield,  and  attested  by  F.  £.  McFadden,  Town 
Clerk. 

Question.  Are  they  genuine  signatures? 

Answer.  They  are.  [Witness,  at  request  of  Mr.  Strout,  read  the 
letter  as  follows :] 
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"Fairfield,  September  25, 1879. 
To  the  Secretary  of  State,  Augusta,  Me, 

Sir :  Herewith  please  find  amended  report  of  the  town  of  Fairfield, 
made  in  consequence  of  an  error  which  occurred  in  the  counting  of  the 
votes  on  the  eve  of  the  election,  which  we  have  made  after  a  careftil 
count  of  the  yotes,  which  were  carefully  preserved. 

F.  M.  TOTMAN,     ")  Selectmen 
H.  C.  Burleigh,  >•       of 
C.  J.  Grebne,      J  Fairfield. 

Attest— F.  E.  McFadden,  Town  Clerk  of  Fairfield." 

Question.  Have  you  any  doubt  that  that  letter  accompanied  the 
second  set  of  returns,  to  the  Secretary  of  St^te  ? 

Answer,  I  have  not. 

Question.  Calling  your  attention  to  the  return  for  Senators,  will 
you  state  what  the  vote  was  ? 

Answer.  ^ '  TTie  whole  number  of  bcUlots  given  in  was  seven  hundred 
and  tMrty-ihree,  Lewis  Wyman  Jiad  four  hundred  and  four,  Ohand- 
ler  Baker  had  four  hundred  and  five ;  Amos  F,  Parlin  had  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty-nine;  Ardhibali  Linn  had  three  hundred  and  twenty' 
eight,'' 

Question.  What  were  the  politics  of  Wyman  and  Baker? 

Answer,  Republicans. 

Question,  What  of  Parlin  and  Linn? 

Af^^swer.  Fusionist. 

Question,  How  much  was  the  Republican  majority  thrown  in  the 
town  of  Fairfield,  as  appears  by  the  returns? 

Answer,  Lewis  Wyman  had  seventy-five,  and  Chandler  Baker  had 
seventy-seven  majority. 

Question,  State  how  the  Representative  vote  stood? 

Answer,  ^  ^  Whole  number  of  ballots  was  seven  hundred  and  twenty^ 
eight,  Andrew  B,  Oole  had  three  hundred  and  ninety-eighi;  Harper 
Alien  had  three  hundred  and  twenty-mne;  Albert  B.  Oole  had  one.'* 

Question.  What  are  the  politics  of  Andrew  B.  Cole  ? 

Answer,  Republican,  as  I  understand. 

Question.  Of  Harper  Allen? 

Answer.  I  understand  him  to  be  a  Fusionist. 

Question.  What  was  the  Republican  majority  for  Andrew  B.  Cole  ? 

Answer.  Sixty-nine. 

Question.  So  that  if  those  two  returns  were  thrown  out  the  Repub- 
licans therein  named  would  lose,  in  one  instance,  seventy-five, 
another  seventy-seven,  and  another  sixty-nine? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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Question.  What  did  you  next  h6ar? 

Ariswer.  It  was  a  long  while.  I  never  asked  Brown  anything 
about  it  because  I  presumed  the  town  would  be  thrown  out,  as  I 
heard  they  were  counting  out.  I  was  in  Brown's  office  one  day 
talking  with  his  law  partner,  Mr.  Howard,  and  I  asked  him  ^^what 
Mr.  Brown  said  about  this  town,— did  he  say  they  had  thrown  this 
town  out?"  He  said  he  had  not  heard  him  say  anything  about  it, 
"  But,"  he  says,  "  it  ought  to  be  thrown  out ;  I  knew  the  very  next 
day  after  election  it  would  be  thrown  out."  I  said  "  On  what 
ground?"  He  said  "  Because  you  had  two  sets  of  returns  in."  I 
said  '^  How  did  you  know  the  very  next  day  after  election  that  this 
town  would  be  thrown  out  on  account  of  two  sets  of  returns,  when 
it  was  three  weeks  after  the  first  returns  before  we  made  the  second  ?  " 
He  did  not  seem  to  know  how  to  get  out  of  that.  The  conversation 
dropped  there. 

Flavius  E.  McFadden,  sworn  and  examined. 

Bt  Mk.  STROUT  : 

Question.  Residence? 

Answer.  Fairfield. 

Question.  Business? 

Anstjoer.  In  the  law  and  insurance  business ;  in  the  law  office  with 
my  father. 

Question.  Are  yon  Town  Clerk  of  Fairfield? 

Ansujer.  1  am. 

Question.  Were  you  in  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine  ? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  annual  election? 

Ansuser.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Examine  the  set  of  returns  ftom  Fairfield  now  handed 
you,  marked  *•'' Exhibit  13^  O.D.  B.,  Clerk  of  Committee^''  and  state 
by  whom  they  were  fiUed  out  and  signed?  [Witness  examines 
returns.] 

Anstoer.  1  should  think  those  were  filled  out  by  myself  and  signed 
by  the  three  Selectmen  and  myself  as  Clerk. 

Question.  Were  they  made  up  and  sealed  up  in  open  town 
meeting? 

Answer.  I  should  rather  refer  to  the  record  before  I  say,  as  to  the 
figures.  I  have  not  examined  to  see  whether  these  are  the  first  or 
second  returns. 


342  ALTBBED  BLBCTION  RETURNS. 

Question.  Look  and  see? 

Answer.  [Witness  looks  at  record  book.]  Yes,  they  were,  in  open 
town  meeting. 

Question.  What  did  you  do  with  them  after  they  were  sealed  up  ? 

Answer.  I  sealed  them  up  and  took  them  in  my  ppcket  to  the 
Post-office  at  Fairfield  village,  and  deposited  them  there  in  the  Post- 
office. 

Question.  Were  they  directed  to  the  Secretary  of  State's  office  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  the  official  envelopes  ? 

Anstoer.  'Yes. 

Question.  When,  if  ever,  did  it  come  to  your  attention  or  knowl- 
edge that  there  was  an  error  in  the  counting? 

Ansioer.  The  next  morning  after  election,  I  am  quite  positive,  I 
took  the  votes  by  myself,  as  there  had  been  some  talk ;  some  people 
had  said  to  me  that  they  thought  there  must  be  an  error  in  the  vote, 
because  the  Governor  vote  and  the  County  Offioere'  vote  did  not 
seem  to  agree,  and  I  counted  them  and  found  a  mistake. 

Question.  What  was  it? 

Answer.  I  forget  the  exact  number,  but  there  were  somewhere 
about  thirty-two  or  thirty-three  in  favor  of  the  Greenback  County 
Officers  that  had  not  been  counted. 

Question.  Did  you  call  anybody's  attention  to  it  ? 

Answer.  I  did  call  the  attention  of  Mr.  Totman,  first  Selectman, 
immediately. 

Question.  Was  anybody  present? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  think  S.  S.  Brown  of  our  village ;  I  cannot  swear 
positively  whether  he  stood  there  at  the  time  or  whether  he  came 
along ;  at  any  rate  I  think  he  heard  me  tell  Mr.  Totman  there  was  a 
mistake  in  the  count. 

Question.  Did  you  count  them  over  with  Mr.  Totman  ? 

Anstver.  I  did. 

Question.  Were  the  other  Selectmen  present? 

Answer.  No ;  they  were  not  present  at  the  first  count. 

Question.  Were  they  afterwards  present? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  they  got  together,  sometime  aft;er,  and  we  had  the 
votes  counted  and  put  in  packages  by  themselves,  and  they  looked 
over  the  packages,  some,  I  think. 

Question.  Did  you  keep  those  votes  by  themselves,  and  did  any 
person  add  or  subtract  therefrom  or  tamper  with  them  ? 
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Answer.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 
Question.  What  occurred  on  September  twenty-fifth? 
Ansiver.  That  is  the  time  we  got  together, — the  Selectmen  and 
Town  Clerk,  to  consider. 
Question.  What  did  you  do? 

Answer.  We  filled  out  a  second  set  of  returns  according  to  our 
new  count  we  had  made, — an  amended  set  of  returns. 

Question.  Were  those  signed  by  the  Selectmen  and  Town  Clerk  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
Question.  As  they  signed  the  first? 
Answer.  Yes 

Question.  Please  examine  ^^Exhibit  14^  O.  D.  5.,  Clerk  of  Com- 
Mittee,"  which  purports  to  be  a  set  of  returns  for  Governor,  Senators, 
Representatives   and    County   Officers,  firom  Fairfield,   and  state 
whether  or  not  those  are  tlie  second  set  of  returns? 
Answer.  I  have  no  doubt  those  are  the  second  returns. 
Quesiion.  Do  you  find  those  returns  to  be  made  up  on  official 
blanks  such  as  you  received  from  Augusta  in  the  first  instance  ? 
Answer.  I  think  thev  are. 
Question.  Identical  in  every  particular? 
Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  What  did  you  do  with  these  second  returns  after  they 
were  signed  by  the  Selectmen  and  yourself? 

Answer.  At  the  suggestion  of  the  chairman  of  the  board  I 
attached  to  the  tops  of  each  of  them  a  slip  saying  ^^  Amended  return 
of  the  Town  of  Fairfield,  Sept.  25, 1879.*' 

Qttestion.  Examine  the  returns  now  in  your  hands  and  see  whether 
you  find  the  original  slips  attached  to  the  return  for  County  Officers, 
and  to  the  return  for  Governor? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  find  there  the  original  slips ;  each  is  a  piece  of 
paper  about  three  inches  long  by  an  inch  and  a  half  wide  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qv^estion.  How  were  those  slips  attached  to  the  returns  ? 
Answer.  Attached  by  means  of  mucilage. 

Question.  The}-  were  put  in  the  upper  left  hand  comer  of  the  face 
of  the  return? 
Answer.  They  were. 

Question.  For  the  purpose  of  showing  that  these  returns  were  not 
originals  but  merely  amended  returns  ? 
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Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Examine  the  returns  for  Senators  and  Representatives, 
^nd  state  what  you  find  their  condition  to  be  so  far  as  those  slips  are 
concerned.     [Witness  examines  returns.] 

Answer,  The- slips  are  torn  off  in  these  cases. 

Question,  Do  you  or  not  find  in  both  instances,  where  those  are 
torn  off,  the  ink  marks  where  the  letters  commenced? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  The  ink  mark  of  a  part  of  the  ^'ul"  in  the  word 
"Amended?" 

Answer.  Yes,  in  one  case,  and  I  think  in  the  other. 

Question,  Whether  or  not  those  slips  which  were  to  identify  these 
second  returns  as  amended  returns,  have  been  torn  off  by  some  per- 
son since  they  left  your  hands  and  came  to  Augusta  ? 

Answer,  They  have,  I  cannot  say  when,  but  since  they  left  mj 
hands. 

Question,  Examine  the  letter  annexed  to  this  exhibit,  dated 
''  Fairfield^  Sept,  25^  1879"  and  state  whether  or  not  it  is  in  yoiir 
hand  writing? 

Anstver.  It  is. 

Question.  That  Was  the  letter  read  by  Mr.  Totman  to  the  Com- 
mittee? 

Answer,  Yes. 

Question,  You  sent  this  letter  so  they  might  be  Ailly  apprised  that 
this  was  a  set  of  amended  returns? 

Answer,  I  did. 

Question,  To  be  used  by  them  if  they  had  power  to  use  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  what  did  you  send  the  set  of  amended  returns  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  ? 

Answer.  I  inclosed  them  in  an  envelope. 

Question.  Official  envelope,  with  printing  on  the  back? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  positively. 
^     Question.  Have  you  any  doubt  about  it? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  have ;  I  think  the  returns  came  that 
way,  but  I  would  not  swear  positively. 

Question.  When  those  first  returns  were  made  up  by  j'^ou  in  open 
town  meeting,  had  you  more  than  one  set  of  blanks  ? 

An^swer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Had  you  more  than  one  set  of  official  envelopes  ? 
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Answer,  No. 

Question.  How  long  after  election  did  you  receive,  from  any  source, 
blank  returns  and  the  official  envelopes  used  by  you  in  making  up 
the  set  of  amended  returns  ? 

Answer.  I  reaUy  cannot  tell  as  to  the  time,  but  I  think  it  must 
have  been  two  or  three  weeks  after  election. 

Question,  From  whom  or  what  source,  upon  your  oath,  did  you 
receive  those  ? 

Answer.  I  received  them  from  J.  W.  Channing. 

Question.  Who  is  Mr.  Channing? 

Armoer.  A  gentleman  residing  in  Fairfield. 

Question.  When  you  received  them  from  Mr.  Channing  what  did 
he  say  to  you  was  to  be  done  with  them  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  state  as  to  that ;  I  think  I  asked  him  where  he 
got  them,  or  something  to  that  effect,  and  my  impression  is  he  said 
Mr.  Brown  brought  them  to  him,  but  I  would  not  swear  positively. 

Question.  S.  S.  Brown? 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  any  doubt  he  so  stated  ? 

Answer.  I  think  that  is  the  case.  I  should  not  swear  to  that  posi- 
tive, but  I  think  so ;  that  is  my  recollection. 

Question.  Had  you  any  ide^i  of  receiving  them  from  any  other 
source  than  S.  S.  Brown? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you,  from  that  day  to  this,  had  any  idea  you  re- 
ceived them  from,  or  that  he  received  them  from  any  other  source 
than  that? 

Answer.  I  have  always  supposed  that  they  came  from  Mr.  Brown, 
from  the  impression  I  got  from  Mr.  Channing. 

Question.  Mr.  Brown  was  one  of  the  Governor's  Council  ? 

Answer.  He  was. 

Question.  Wliat  did  he  tell  you  you  were  to  do  with  them? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  he  told  me ;  I  know  we  had  been  wait- 
ing to  find  out  what  to  do  in  the  case,  and  when  the  returns  came  I 
supposed  they  were  sent  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  me  to  fill  out 
and  make  an  amended  return.  I  spoke  to  the  Selectmen  and  we 
concluded  to  do  so ;  I  cannot  say  that  Major  Channing  said  an3rthing 
about  it. 

Question.  Taking  the  precautions  and  safeguards  to  show  it  was 
an  amended  return,  that  you  have  stated? 
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Anstoer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  sent  those  returns  to  the  Secretary  of  State  ? 

Answer.  Yes^  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  seen  them  since  that  time  till  presented 
to  you  here  to-day  ? 

Answer.  I  have  not. 

Question.  What  are  your  politics? 

Answer.  I  have  always  been  a  Democrat. 

Question.  What  is  Mr.  Totman  ? 

Answer.  A  Republican. 

Question.  Mr.  Burleigh? 

Answer.  A  Republican. 

Question.  Mr.  Greene? 

Answer.  Republican. 

Question.  Three  Republican  Selectmen  and  a  Democratic  Town 
Clerk? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  the  town  of  Fairfield  counted  so  far  as  Representa- 
tives and  Senators  were  concerned? 

Answer.  It  was  thrown  out. 

Question.  Upon  what  ground? 

Answer.  As  I  understood  it,  it  was  thrown  out  because  the  two 
sets  of  returns  did  not  agree. 

Question.  When,  in  fact,  you  sent  in  those  amended  returns,  as 
you  have  stated? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  never  did  send  two  sets  of  original  returns? 

Answer.  No. 

Question,  Have  you  had  any  conversation  with  Mr.  Brown 
since  making  up  these  returns,  or  did  you  before  you  made  up  the 
second  set,  in  relation  to  it? 

Answer.  None  to  amount  to  anything, — nothing  that  I  could 
remember  to  state. 

Question.  Did  you  converse  with  him  about  it  before  making  them 
up? 

Answer.  I  think  that  something  was  said,  about  the  time  we  found 
out  the  mistake,  as  to  what  was  to  be  done,  but  I  did  not  get  any 
satisfaction  from  him.    He  was  our  Town  Agent. 

Question.  Did  you  afterwards  have  any  talk  about  it  with  him? 

Answer.  I  cannot  state  that  I  did ;  I  think  the  Selectmen  did  all 
the  talking  with  him. 
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Question,  Quite  sure  you  did  not? 
Anmoer.  I  do  not  remember  that  I  did. 
Question.  But  he  knew  all  the  facte  about  this? 
Answer.  I  think  so. 

John  W.  Channing,  sioom  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Question.  Residence  Fairfield? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Occupation? 

Answer.  Painting  is  my  business. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  the  testimony  of  Mr.  McFadden, 
Town  Clerk  of  Faii-field  ? 

Ajiswer.  I  have. 

Question.  Did  you,  at  any  time,  give  him  a  set  of  blanks  and 
blank  envelopes,  after  the  September  election? 

Answer.  I  did  not  know  what  they  were.  I  went  into  the  oflSce 
of  S.  S.  Brown,  as  I  usuall}'  had, — ^had  been  an  officer  and  done  a 
good  deal  of  business  for  him, — I  went  in  one  morning  and  saw  an 
oflScial  envelope  Ipng  on  the  table,  with  ^^ Secretary  of  State''  printed 
on  it,  I  think ;  I  picked  it  up  in  my  hand  and  whether  it  was  How- 
ard or  Brown  said  *'  I  wish  you  would  hand  that  to  Flave  McFad- 
den," I  cannot  say.  I  was  going  that  way  and  took  the  envelope, — 
took  it  to  his  office  and  handed  it  to  him. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hand  him  an}'  other  package  of  papers  ? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Have  3'ou  any  doubt  that  the  package  that  he  testified 
he  received  of  you  containing  these  official  blanks,  was  the  identical 
package  you  handed  to  him  as  you  have  stated? 

Answer.  I  have  not  any  doubt  that  contained  the  blanks,  not  the 
least. 

Question.  You  took  that  from  the  office  of  S.  S.  Brown? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  One  of  the  Governor's  Council? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  conversation  with  Mr.  McFadden? 

Answer.  No ;  I  do  not  think  I  did  say  anj^thing  to  him. 

Question.  Did  you  have  conversation  with  Mr.  Brown  in  relation 
to  the  returns,  or  making  up  the  returns,  or  amending  them,  directly 
or  indffectly  ? 
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Answer.  No,  not  particularly ;  I  never  had  any  conversation  about 
that ;  I  talked  over  the  count  out  with  him  and  advised  for  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Council  not  to  do  anything  wrong. 

Qae^ion,  You  did  not  have  the  utmost  confidence  that  your  good 
advice  would  be  heeded? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know ;  the  matter  was  mooted  in  the  papers  a 
good  deal,  and  there  would  be  many  in,  in  the  evening,  talking  the 
matter  over  promiscuously.  I  said  very  often,  I  did  not  want  to  see 
the  part}'^  placed  in  a  position  to  be  put  that  way. 

Question.  Did  not  like  to  have  anything  that  was  fraudulent  laid 
at  the  door  of  the  party? 

Answer.  I  opposed  the  fraudulent  count  in  eighteen  hundred  and 
seventy-six,  and  I  certainly  opposed  this. 

Question.  Did  you  not  talk  with  Mr.  Brown,  after  the  election  at 
any  time,  in  relation  to  the  Fairfield  returns,  whether  they  were  to 
be  counted  or  not  to  be  counted  ? 

Answer.  I  would  not  positively  swear  it  never  was  mentioned,  but 
I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  heard  Brown  say  anything  in  relation  to 
the  returns,  any  more  than  that  he  would  not  give  any  opinion  as  he 
had  to  act  on  the  matter.  I  never  believed  they  would  throw  out 
Fairfield,  till  after  it  was  done. 

Question.  That  returned  a  Republican  majority  ? 

Answer,  Fairfield  is  always  Republican.  We  carried  it  once,  but 
that  is  all,  as  long  as  I  have  lived  there, —  twenty-six  years.  The 
majority  of  the  people  there  are  Republicans. 

Question.  Did  you  not  talk  in  his  ofiSce  in  relation  to  throwing  out 
the  town  of  Fairfield? 

Answer.  It  might  have  been  mentioned  in  promiscuous  talk. 

Question.  Have  you  any  doubt  you  did  talk  about  that  in  his 
presence  ? 

Answer.  I  jthink  ver}'  likely  it  had  been  talked  over  in  his  pres- 
ence, but  he  was  verjj^  careful  not  to  express  any  opinion. 

Question.  It  was  perfectly  well  known  to  you  that  there  were 
amended  returns  sent  in  for  the  purpose  of  saving  the  twenty  or 
thirty  Fusion  votes  left  out  by  mistake  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  did  not  know  till  some  time  aft«r — along  late  in 
September,  I  think,  about  the  time  the  time  was  for  the  returns  to 
be  sent  in.  I  did  not  get  at  the  Town  House  till  late,  aft«r  the 
polls  closed,  and  I  asked  the  Clerk  for  the  vote,  and  he  gave  me  the 
vote.     I  put  it  in  my  pocket  and  came  home  to  Fairfield  village, 
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some  three  miles.  After  I  got  home  I  met  Mr.  Burleigh.  He  says, 
*'  Well,  Major,  we  whipped  you  pretty  bad  to-day."  I  says,  "  How 
bad?"  He  says,  "  Our  Representative  has  got  eighty-three  major- 
ity." I  says,  *'  It  is  not  so,  it  is  a  mistake."  He  says,  "  It  is  so." 
I  says,  '^  I  teU  you  there  is  a  mistake  in  the  count,  it  is  wrong, — 
the  majority  of  your  Representative  should  be  sixty-three,  accord- 
ing to  your  count."  The  next  morning  I  think  that  mistake  was 
verified. 

Q^estion,  It  was  to  correct  that  mistake,  to  take  the  twenty  votes 
off  of  the  Republican  side  and  put  them  on  to  the  County  Officers 
on  the  Fusion  side,  that  this  amended  return  was  made  up  and  sent 
in? 

Answer.  I  do  not  understand  it  so.  I  understood  it  was  to  place 
on  the  Fusion  side  some  votes  that  had  not  been  counted. 

Question.  It  was  to  correct  the'  vote,  that  this  amended  return  was 
sent  in  for  ? 

Answer.  That  is  the  way  I  understood  it. 

Question.  What  are  your  poMtios  ? 

Anstoer.  1  am  a  Democrat. 

Question.  Appointed  by  Joseph  L.  Smith  on  his  Staff? 

Answer^  Yes. 

Question.  Anything  else  you  wish  to  state  in  connection  with  the 
matter? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know;  I  am  here  to  answer  any  question  I 
know  about. 


March  5,  1880,  P.  M. 
Geobge  6.  Hatch,  sworth  and  examined. 

By  Mb.  STROUT  : 

Question.  Your  place  of  residence? 

Answer.  Wells. 

Question.  Occupation? 

Answer.  Trader. 

Question.  Whether  you  were  Town  Clerk  of  Wells  during  the 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  annual  meeting  for  the  election 
of  State  and  County  Officers,  September  eighth? 

Answer.  1  was. 
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Qmstion.  Examine  the  return  now  shown  yon,  marked  ^'  Exhibit 
15^  G,  D,  JB.,  Clerk  of  Committee j"  being  the  Senatorial  return 
from  the  town  of  Wells,  and  state  in  whose  hand  writing  the  body 
of  the  return  is,  by  whom  it  was  signed  and  when,  and  where  it  was 
made  up? 

Answer.  The  body  is  in  my  hand  writing.  It  is  signed  "  Joseph 
D.  Eaton,''  ''Joseph  D.  Wells,''  and  ''Howard  W.  lAUleJiM. 
Selectmen,"  and  by  "  George  G.  Hatch,  Town  Clerk." 

Question.  Are  those  signatures  original  signatures? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  and  where  was  it  made  up  ? 

Answer.  In  open  town  meeting,  the  eighth  day  of  September. 

Question.  Whether  or  not  that  was  sealed  up  in  an  official  envd- 
ope  and  forwarded  to  the  Secretarj-  of  State  at  Augusta? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  For  the  Governor  and  Council  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  I  call  3'our  attention  to  the  name  "  Josiah  A.  Stoyer," 
found  in  the  return  from  Wells,  and  ask  you  to  state  for  what  office 
he  was  candidate  and  what  his  politics  were? 

Answer.  A  Fusion  candidate  for  the  Senate. 

Question.  Who  run  against  him  ? 

Answer.  Jeremiah  W.  Dearborn,  a  Republican. 

Question.  How  many  votes  had  Jeremiah  W.  Dearborn  as  appears 
by  the  return  ? 

Answer.  Three  hundred  and  twenty-seven. 

Question.  How  manj*  votes  Josiah  A.  Stover? 

Anstoer.  As  appears  by  the  return  three  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Question.  State  in  whose  hand  writing  the  words  "Josiah  A. 
Stover,"  found  in  the  bod}"  of  the  return,  are? 

Answer.  A  part  of  it  is  mine. 

Question.  What  part  of  it? 

Answer.  "Josiah"  and  "Stover."  The ''aS"  in  Stover  has  been 
doctored  some  ;  I  did  not  make  that  full}' ;  it  has  been  shaded  some. 

Question.  Did  you  write  the  letter  "A  "  found  in  that  name? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Is  it  as  you  make  the  letter  ordinarily  ? 

Answer.  No ;  not  very  much  like  it. 

Question.  Do  you  swear  positively  that  the  letter  "A"  was  not 
made  by  j^ou  and  that  the  letter  "S"  has  been  altered  or  changed? 

Answer.  1  do. 
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Question.  When  the  return  left  your  hands  was  there  any  such 
letter  in  the  return,  and  when  it  came  to  the  Governor  and  Council? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  So  that  the  name  has  been  changed  in  that  respect,  by 
the  addition  of  the  letter  ''A"  and  the  doctoring  of  the  letter  ''S" 
as  you  have  stated,  since  it  came  to  Augusta? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  since  it  left  my  hands,  at  any  rate. 

Question.  Was  the  return  sealed  up  in  open  town  meeting? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  by  me  in  the  presence  of  the  three  Selectmen. 

Question.  What  was  done  with  the  returns? 

Answer.  I  mailed  them  myself. 

Question.  You  know  that  when  they  went  into  the  mail  they  were 
precisely  in  the  same  coudition  they  were  when  they  left  your  hands 
in  open  town  meeting? 

Answer.  I  do ;  I  know  they  went  out  of  the  office  all  right,  to 
Augusta ;  I  was  Postmaster. 

Question.  Have  you  any  doubt,  or  any  chance  for  doubt,  that  that 
alteration  and  addition  of  the  letter  ^''A"  and  the  tampering  with 
the  letter  ^^>S,"  has  been  done  since  it  left  the  Post-office  in  the  town 
of  Wells? 

Answer.  No  doubt  in  my  mind. 

By  Mr.  HALE : 

Question.  As  you  examine  it,  you  declare  it  to  be  a  forgery? 

Ansioer.  I  do. 

Question.  A  forgery  that  is  perfectly  plain  to  you? 

Answer.  Plain  to  me. 

Question.  No  doubt  about  it? 

Anstoer.  No  doubt  at  all. 

Question.  Have  you  any  idea  who  did  it? 

Answer.    Not  the  least. 

By  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Question.  After  the  return  was  made  up  and  left  your  hands  did 
you  have  any  conversation  with  any  person  in  relation  to  the  return, 
or  to  the  record  kept  by  you  as  Town  Clerk  ? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  When  was  it,  as  near  as  you  can  state,  and  where  and 
what? 

Answer.  I  should  say  it  was  about  three  days  before  the  certifi- 
cates were  issued,  or  perhaps  two, — I  have  no  other  way  of  know- 
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ing — ^Mr.  Hobbs  came  to  me  and  asked  me  how  the  Clerk's  record 
was,  how  Stover's  record  wast  I  looked  and  told  him  it  was 
"  JosioA  Stover,''  He  said  it  ought  to  be  "  Josiah  A.  Stover."  I 
told  him  I  did  not  know  about  that,  the  record  did  not  show  it. 
He  said  that  Councillor  Mood}^  wanted  him  to  go  and  see  Captain 
Matthews,  who  was  a  brother-in-law  of  Mr.  Stover,  and  a  Republi- 
can, and  see  if  he  could  not  influeilce  me  to  make  a  change  in  the 
record  and  send  it  to  the  Governor  and  Council ;  I  told  him  that  I 
understood  they  allowed  no  corrections,  of  course,  and  I  could  not 
correct  it,  even  if  I  would. 

Question.  The  record  was  ^^  Josiah  Stover  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  would  have  had  to  change  your  record,  in  order  to 
send  in  an  amended  return,  so  that  it  would  differ  from  the  return 
that  was  before  the  Grovemor  and  Council? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Qaestion.  Your  record  agreed  with  the  return? 

Answer.  It  did. 

Question.  Will  you  produce  before  the  Committee  the  town 
record?     [Witness  produces  town  records.] 

Answer.  It  reads  as  follows :  ^'^  Josiah  Stover  has  three  hundred  & 
fifteen  votes,  315." 

Question.  Give  us  the  name  of  Mr.  Hobbs  who  asked  you  to 
change  the  record? 

Answer.  George  Hobbs. 

Question.  Where  does  he  reside  ? 

Answer.  Wells. 

Question.  What  are  his  politics  ? 

Answer.  Greenbacker. 

By  Mr.  HALE : 

Question.  There  is  no  "-4"  in  Stover's  name  in  the  record  and 
never  was  ? 

Answer.  There  never  was. 

Question.  There  was  no  '*  -4  "  in  the  return  till  put  in  after  it  left 
your  hands  ? 

Answer.  No,  never. 

Qu£8tion.  You  declined  to  acceed  to  the  request  of  Hobbs  or 
Moody? 

Answer.  1  did. 

Question.  What  are  your  politics? 
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Aruttoer,  Kepublican. 

Question.  How  did  this  omission  of  the  letter  happen  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  it  was  in  the  rote. 

Question,  From  what  did  you  make  them  up  ? 

Answer.  From  the  vote. 

Question,  Was  there  any  intention  on  your  part  in  leaving  it  out?' 

Answer,  No ;  I  had  not  the  least  idea  there  was  an  ^^  ^"  in  his* 
name  till  I  was  advised  of  the  fact  by  Mr.  Hobbs. 

Question,  Yon  had  no  acquaintance  with  Stover? 

Ansu)er.  I  had  seen  him. 

Question,  You  did  not  know  his  name  by  any  business  with  him?  ' 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  If  that  vote  had  been  thrown  out,  or  counted  for- 
"Josiah  Stover,"  it  would  have  made  a  difference  in  the  Fusion- 
vote  for  that  person  of  three  hundred  and  fifteen,  would  it  not? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Examine  the  tabulation  now  shown  you,  and  see  for 
whom  the  three  hundred  and  fifteen  votes  thrown  for  the  Fusion . 
candidate  were  tabulated  by  the  Governor  and  Council?     [Witness 
examines  tabulation.] 

Answer,  ^^Josiah  A,  Stover,'* 

Question,  Examine  and  see  whether  any  votes  w^re  tabulated  for 
Josiah  Stover? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  So,  is  it  not  clear  that,  after  the  name  was  changed,  it 
was  tabulated  by  the  Governor  and  Council  for  ^^ Josiah  A.  Stover" 
instead  of  '*  Josiah  Stover?" 

Anstoer,  Yes,  sir. 

Bt  Mr.  INGALLS  : 

Question,  Look  at  the  letter  ^^A'*  and  see  what  was  underneath 
there  originally.     [Witness  examines.] 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  there  is  anything  under  it  at  all. 

By  Mb.  HALE : 

Question.  Was  anything  made  by  you  excepting  the  name* 
''Josiah  Stover,'' 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

BtMb.  INGALLS: 

Question,  How  do  you  say  that  is  not  your  letter,  fix>m  recollec- 
tion, or  how? 

23 
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Answer.  I  do  it  both  from  recollection  and  the  form  of  tilie  letter 

Qy^stian.  Do  you  mean  to  aay  you  remember  you  wrote  it 
''Joaiah  Stover  r' 

Answer.  Oh  no ;  I  do  not  remember  distinctly.  I  remember  the 
record ;  it  i8  sapposed  to  be  as  the  recced. 

Question.  Which  was  made  first? 

Answer.  I  made  tte  record  first,  not  tiiis  record,  but  another 
record  here.  [Witness  shows  paper  to  Committee.]  It  did  not 
occur  to  me  that  this  paper  was  here  before. 

Q^esHo7l.  What  does  that  say? 

Answer.  ^^Josiah  Stover.'* 

Question.  Look  at  it,  mailed  ''EiOUbit  16,  O.  D.  B.,  Clerk  of 
Committee,*'  and  state  what  it  is? 

Answer.  That  is  a  record  made  up  in  open  town  meeting,  the 
first  record  made. 

Q;aestion.  Which  was  made  first,  that  or  the  return? 

Answer.  This  was  made  first. 

^jt^sstion.  And  the  Senatorial  return  made  from  this  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

iQmstion.  How  does  that  read? 

Ansm)er.  ^^Josiah  Stover,  Sid.**  I  mere^  put  the  figures  down 
here. 

^fyaestum.  Tour  extended  record  is  made — ^how? 

Jimwer.  Ftobi  this  paper,  ttiat  was  made  up  ia  open  town  meet- 
ing. 

Question^  What  have  you  to  say  about  the  ^^  S**  in  the  return? 

Answer.  The  ^^  S**  has  been  tampered  with— doctored  somewhat, 
shaded ;  I  know  it  has. 

Qf4ie$iion.  Not  made  as  you  made  it? 

Answer.  JSo,  sir. 

BtMb.SCBOUT: 

Question.  This  was  two  days  before  the  certificates  were  issued 
that  you  had  your  conversation  with  George  Hobbs? 

Answer.  J  £bink  so. 

Question.  Do  you  know  how  the  ballots  were  printed? 

Answer.  Ko ;  I  destroyed  them. 

Question.  Have  you  any  recollection  whether  they  were  "  JbwoA  '* 
or  ^^Josiah  A.f* 

Answer.  No,  sir. 
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Quettion.  When  yon  made  up  the  retams  that  were  sealed  up  in 
open  town  meeting  did  you  do  it  from  these  minutes  you  have  pro- 
duoed  here,  containing  the  name  of  ^' Jofiiah  Stover,"  and  which  you 
extended  upon  the  town  records  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Samuel  W.  Libbt,  suxyrn  and  examined. 

By  Me.  HALE : 

Question.  Are  you  Town  Gerk  of  Gouldsborough? 

Anstoer.  lam. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  annual  September  election, 
eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  And  at  the  making  up  of  the  returns  of  election  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Who  made  up  the  returns  of  election  which  were  sent 
to  the  Grovemor  and  Council  ? 

Answer.  The  board ;  myself  with  the  Selectmen. 

Question.  In  whose  hand  writing  were  they  made  ? 

Anstoer.  Fart  in  mine  and  part  in  theirs. 

Question.  Examine  the  Representative  return  fh>m  the  town  of 
Gouldsborough,  taken  fh^m  the  files  of  the  Governor  and  Council, 
marked  "  Exhibit  17^  O.  D,  B.,  Clerk  of  Committee"  and  see  in 
whose  hand  writing  the  body  of  the  return  is  ? 

Answer.  These  names  entered  here  of  the  candidates  are  in  my 
hand  writing. 

Question.  The  number  of  votes  carried  out  against  each  name  is 
in  whose  hand  writing? 

Answer.  I  think  that  is  Mr.  Hovey's. 

Question.  In  whose  hand  writing  is  the  writing  stating  the  whole 
number  of  ballots? 

Answer.  Mr.  Hovey's. 

Question.  Look  at  the  signatures  by  the  three  Selectmen,  and  see 
whether  they  are  original  signatures  ? 

Answer.  I  should  say  they  were. 

Question.  Give  the  names? 

Anstver.  ''S.  L.  Tracy,"  "J.  L.  Hovey,"  '"^R.  R.  Joy." 

Question.  In  whose  hand  writing  is  the  signature  of  the  Clerk? 

Answer.  Mine. 

Question.  Look  again,  carefully,  at  the  names  of  the  candidates, — 
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"Oliver  P.  Bragdon,"  and  "James  Flye,"  and  see  if  you  wrote 
those? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question,  How  was  the  name  of  the  Republican  candidate  written 
by  you  originally,  in  the  return? 

Answer.  I  should  say,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  it  was  written 
*'  Oliver  P.  Bragdon.** 

Question.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Bragdon  very  well? 

Answer.  I  am  not  personally  acquainted  with  him ;  I  have  had 
some  considerable  business  with  him. 

Question.  Did  you,  at  the  time  of  making  up  the  return,  know 
what  hia  name-  was  ? 

Answer.  I  think  I  must  have  known. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  him  called  anything  else  but  "  Oliver 
P.  Bragdon?" 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  did. 

Question.  Had  you  ever  heard  of  his  being  called  "Oliver  B. 
Bragdon  ?" 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Had  you  ever  written  his  name  "Oliver  B.  Bragdon?" 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Question.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  you  ever  had? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  produce  here  the  Town  Clerk's  record  book  of 
the  town  of  Gouldsborough? 

Answer.  I  do.     [Witness  opens  record  book.] 

Question.  Have  you  before  you  the  book,  opened  at  the  Septem* 
ber  electioi^  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine? 

Anstver.  I  have. 

Question.  In  whose  hand  writing  is  that? 

Answer.  In  mine. 

Question.  Is  it  all  in  yours? 

Answer.  Yes,  every  word  on  that  page. 

Question.  No  doubt  about  it? 

Ansu>er.  No. 

Question.  Does  that  record  embrace  the  record  of  the  votes  cast 
for  Representatives  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Questioi^^How  does  the  record  read,  covering  that  vote? 

Answer.  "  Oliver  P.  Bragdon^  two  hundred  and  seven;  Jamee 
Flye^  one  hundred  and  twenty-five** 
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Question.  How  is  the  name  of  Bragdon  there  written? 

Answer.  **  Oliver  P.  Bragdon." 

Question,  Any  doabt  about  it? 

Answer .  No,  not  the  least. 

Question.  Written  by  you? 

Ansvoer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Written  in  the  manner  in  which  you  ordinarily  write  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  State  in  what  way  you  commonly  make  the  capital  let- 
ter *'  P,"  where  you  begin  and  where  you  end? 

Ansioer.  I  begin  at  the  top  and  carry  the  down  stroke. 

Question.  Then  turn? 

Answer.  Yes  and  carry  the  up  stroke  around  up  over  the  top  of 
the  first  stroke. 

Question.  Where  do  you  stop  the  loop? 

Anstoer.  About  half  way  to  the  line. 

Question.  Do  you  make  any  flourish  at  the  bottom  of  the  loop? 

Anstoer.  The  best  way  to  prove  that  is  to  look  the  record  over. 

Question.  Whether  you  make  any  flourish  ? 

Ajiswer.  No ;  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  making  flourishes. 

Question.  You  leave  the  loop  of  the  ^^  P"  as  it  strikes  the  down- 
ward stroke? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Look  at  the  return  again,  and  see  whether,  to  the  best 
of  your  knowledge  and  belief,  you  left  the  "  P"  in  Bragdon's 
name  in  the  same  way  as  you  have  described,  bringing  the  loop  of 
the  P  around  and  leaving  it  near  the  line  of  the  downwai*d  stroke, 
without  any  flourish  or  addition  ? 

Anstcer.  It  is  my  opinion  and  the  best  of  my  knowledge  that  I  did. 

Question.  Did  you  add  anything  to  that  loop,  to  the  best  of  your 
knowledge,  making  it  a  letter  ^^  B?'' 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Examine  it  closely  with  the  naked  eye  and  with  the 
glass,  and  state  whether,  to  the  best  of  your  judgment  and  belief, 
there  has  been  an  addition  to  that  letter  ^^P"  since  it  left  your  hand? 

Answer.  I  should  think  there  had  been  an  addition  since  the  letter 
was  made. 

Question.  State  what  that  addition  is  ? 

Answer.  There  is  a  small  mark  attached  to  the  curve  of  the  ''P,"  a 
short  distance  from  where  I  stopped  in  making  the  turn  of  the  "P." 
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Question.  Which  tends  to  make  it  a  letter  '^  Bf" 

Answer,  I  should  say  nearer  an  *'*'E"  stopping  where  it  does. 

Q^est^on.  Look  at  that  again,  with  the  glass,  and  see  if  it  bears 
the  appearance  of  that  added  stroke,  which  you  speak  of,  having 
been  continued  further  down  and  having  been  partly  erased  since  ? 

Answer.  There  seems  to  be  a  little  mark  attached  to  the  end, 
looking  as  though  there  might  have  been  something  there  sometime ; 
perhaps  it  is  not  the  mark  of  a  pen ;  it  might  have  been  something 
else ;  I  see  that  the  paper  has  been  rubbed  a  little. 

Question.  Did  you  make  any  erasure  ? 

Answer.  Not  to  my  knowledge ;  I  have  no  doubt  about  that. 

Question.  You  have  no  doubt  you  intended  to  write  and  did  write 

it  ''Pr 

Answer.  I  have  no  doubt  of  it  in  mv  own  mind. 

Question.  Is  the  letter  ^^P"  in  your  reccml  made  in  the  manner 
in  which  you  commonly  make  a  capital  ^^Pf* 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Look  at  the  tabulation  of  the  votes  from  Grouldsborough, 
and  state  what  name  is  now  carried  out  as  the  Representative  elect? 

Answer.  ^^  James  F lye." 

Question.  Examine  that  with  the  glass  and  see  if  you  discover 
that  originally  the  name  of  ^'Oliver  P.  Bragdon"  was  written  and 
then  erased  and  the  name  of  ^^ James  Flye"  written  over  it. 

Answer.  There  is  something  very  much  like  it. 

Question.  Do  you  not  see  the  ''P^** 

Answer.  Yes,  very  plainly. 

Question.  The  ''Of" 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Is  it  plain  that  the  name  of  Oliver  P.  Bragdon  was 
originally  there  and  erased  and  the  name  of  '^  James  Flye"  substi- 
tuted? 

Answer.  There  is  good  evidence  of  it,  I  should  think. 

Question.  Look  at  the  figures  adding  the  column  under  the  head 
of  ''  Oliver  P.  Bragdon"  in  the  tabulation,  and  see  if  there  has  not 
been  a  change  ? 

Answer.  That  first  figure  ''2"  looks  as  though  it  was  a  '^4" 
once, — ^very  much. 

Question.  To  whom  is  the  vote  of  Gouldsborough,  in  that  tabula- 
tion, given? 

Answer.  ''OKver  B.  Bragdon." 
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Question.  Examine  the  original  Repoit  of  the  Coancil  Committee 
on  Election  Returns  marked  ^^ Exhibit  L,  G.  D.  B.,  Clerk  of  Com- 
miUee" — ^in  that  portion  relating  to  the  Connty  of  Hanoock, — 
and  state  ^hat  name  is  written  in  and  then  erased  by  a  line  drawn 
through  it? 

Answer,  ^^  Oliver  P.  Brandon.** 

Question.  State  what  name  is  then  written  above  that,  between 
that  name  and  the  next  name  above? 

Anstoer.  "  James  Flj'e." 

Qtiestion.  On  the  left  hand,  opposite  the  two  names,  the  name 
erased  and  the  name  written, — what  letter  do  you  find? 

Answer.  Letter  '*(?." 

Q^tesUon.  Immediately  opposite  that  and  a  little  fhrther  to  the 
left,  on  the  margin,  what  letter  do  you  find? 

Answer,  **(?." 

Question.     With  an  interrogation  mark? 

Anstoer.  I  think  so. 

Qu£stion.  Which  was  the  Republican  candidate  for  Representa- 
tive? 

Answer.  Oliver  P.  Bragdon. 

Question.  Who  was  the  Fusion  candidate? 

Answer.  James  Flye. 

Question.  What  was  the  vote  in Gouldsborough  for  Mr.  Bragdon? 

Answer.  Two  hundred  and  seven. 

Question.  The  vote  for  Mr.  Flye? 

Answer.  One  hundred  and  twenty-five. 

Question.  A  majority  for  Mr.  Bragdon  of  eighly-two? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  If  Oliver  P.  Bragdon's  vote  was  counted  for  ^^  Oliver  B.. 
Bragdim^**  and  thus  lost,  it  elected  Mr.  Flye? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Who  received  a  certificate  from  the  Governor  and 
Council? 

Answer.  Mr.  Flye,  as  I  understand  from  general  report. 

Question.  What  are  your  politics  ? 

Answer.  I  have  always  voted  with  the  Republicans,  so  far. 

Question.  Look  at  the  record  which  you  made,  and  which  contains: 
several  capital  *'  ^s."  Do  you  recognize  that  as  the  ordinary  way 
in  which  you  make  a  B  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 
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Question.  Is  the  top  loop  of  the  B  always  made  short,  not  half 
way  down? 
Answer,  That  seems  to  be  the  fact. 
Question,  The  upper  loop  of  the  B  is  short? 
Answer.  Yes. 


March  9,  1880,  P.  M. 
Charles  L.  Woodward,  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Question,  What  is  your  business  ? 

Answer.  Mill  business;  making  boxes,  lumber,  boards  and 
shingles. 

Question,  Are  you  Town  Clerk  of  the  plantation  of  Perkins,  in 
Franklin  county? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Look  at  the  return  for  Senators  fh)m  the  plantation  of 
Perkins,  marked  "  Exhibit  85^  O.  D.  B.,  Clerk  of  Committee^**  and 
state  whether  or  not  you  were  present  when  it  was  made  up,  and 
sealed  up,  and  whether  you  put  it  in  the  Post-office? 

Answer.  [Witness  examines  the  return.]     I  was  present  when 
this  was  made  up  and  sealed  up.     It  was  sent  by  my  son,  I  think, . 
to  the  office ;  I  did  not  deposit  it  in  the  office  myself. 

Qtiestion.  Was  it  sealed  up  in  open  town  meeting? 

Answer.  It  was — ^that  is,  all  with  the  exception  of  the  words 
"  Twenty-Seven'^  and  figures  *'^27 ;^  those  were  not  there  when  it 
was  sealed,  I  should  say. 

Question.  Do  you  know  well,  the  hand  writing  of  the  difiTerent 
municipal  officers  of  the  plantation  ? 

Answer.  I  am  more  particularly  acquainted  with  the  first,  A.  M. 
Adams.  He  has  done  a  great  portion  of  the  writing  that  perhaps 
some  of  the  other  Assessors  ought  to  have  done,  he  being  a  little 
better  penmjin.  I  recognize  Mr.  Blanchard's  and  Mr.  Wentworth's ; 
I  should  say  it  was  their  hand  writing. 

Question.  In  whose  hand  writing  is  the  body  of  that  return 
excepting  the  words  ^^Twenty-Seven*'  and  figures  ^^27  f 

Answer.  The  filling  of  the  blanks  in  the  printed  heading  is  in 
mine.  The  body  of  the  return,  with  the  exception  of  the  words 
and  figures  "  Twenty-Seven — 27''  is  in  the  hand  writing  of  A.  M. 
Adams. 
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Question.  And  the  Bignator^  are  those  of  the  several  Assessors 
andyoarown? 

Anstoer,  Yes. 

Question.  I  now  call  your  attention  particularly  to  the  whole  num- 
ber of  ballots,  the  words  *'  Twenty  Seven"  and  the  figures  "  27/' 
and  ask  you  if  the  written  words  are  either  in  your  hand  writing  or 
the  hand  writing  of  any  of  your  Town  Officers  i 

Answer.  I  should  say  not. 

Question.  Are  you  very  sure  of  that? 

Answer.  I  am  very  sure  of  it ;  yes. 

Question.  Were  those  words  or  figures  in  the  return  when  it  was 
sealed  up  in  open  town  meeting  and  started  on  its  way  to  Augusta? 

Answer.  I  should  say  not.  They  were  not  there  when  it  was 
sealed  up  in  town  meeting. 

Question.  Have  they  or  not  been  added  by  some  person  since  that 
time? 

Anstoer.  I  should  say  they  had. 

Question.  Bead  the  names  of  the  candidates  and  the  number  of 
votes  each  one  received? 

Anstoer.  "  Qeorge  R.  Femald  had  thirteen  {13)  ;  Rodolphvs  P. 
Thompson  fourteen  {14)." 

Question.  Franklin  county  was  very  close? 

Anstoer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  The  vote  stood  nearly  equal — ^within  four  or  five  votes? 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  Have  you  your  town  record  here? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  you  exhibit  it  as  showing  your  hand  writing? 

Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  Do  you  swear  positive  that  the  words  and  figures 
"  Twenty  Seven ^  27"  are  not  in  your  hand  writing? 

Answer.  Certainly,  they  are  not  mine. 

Question.  What  ticket  did  you  vote  last  fall? 

Answer.  What  we  term  a  Fusion  ticket. 

John  Halet,  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Question.  Residence? 
Answer.  Rangeley. 
Question.  Business? 
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Answer.  I  am  in  a  boarding-houBe,  and  have  been  for  the  last 
year  and  a  half;  I  was  formerly  on  a  farm ;  I  carry  on  a  small  team 
now. 

Question.  Are  you  Town  Clerk  of  Bangeley? 

Answer,  I  am. 

Qiuestion.  Whether  or  not,  yon  at  any  time  met  Mr.  Collins,  Town 
Clerk  of  Dallas  Plantation,  at  your  house? 

Answer,  Yes,  he  has  been  there  sometimes  as  often  as  onoe  a 
week,  all  winter. 

Question.  Did  you  at  any  time  meet  B.  Emeiy  Pratt  tiiere  with 
him? 

Answer.  B.  Emery  Pratt  came  there ;  and  he  was  at  work  ok>oe 
by. 

Question.  And  he  sent  for  him? 

Ansfwer,  Yes. 

Question.  Did  Mr.  Collins  have  his  record  down  there  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  Mr.  Pratt  send  for  Collins  in  relation  to  the  votes 
or  returns  in  the  plantation  of  Dallas  ? 

Answer.  I  think  he  did  in  relation  to  the  record ;  that  was  his 
business  at  my  place,  and  he  inquired  for  Collins. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  conyersation? 

Answer.  No,  not  all  the  time ;  I  was  unwell.  I  stopped  but  a 
few  minutes,  when  he  came  in,  and  went  and  laid  down. 

Question.  Mr.  Pratt  send  for  him  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  stepped  to  the  door  and  spoke  to  him ;  he  was 
at  work  near  by, — not  over  four  rods  off. 

Qiiestion.  Did  Pratt  and  Collins  talk  over  political  matters  gen- 
erally? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say ;  he  spoke  with  him  about  the  returns. 

Question.  About  the  returns  ? 

Answer.  About  his  record,  when  he  came  in. 

Question.  Did  he  tell  him  anything  about  any  defect  in  the  record 
or  returns  ?  * 

Anstoer.  He  did  not,  in  my  hearing. 

Question.  Had  he  spoken  with  you  about  any  such  defect  in 
Dallas  Plantation? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Had  he  spoken  with  you  about  any  defect  in  your  own? 

Answer.  No,  not  till  after  that. 
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Question.  Did  he  after  that? 

Ansvoer.  Yes. 

Question.  What  was  the  defect  he  spoke  of  ? 

Answer.  In  the  record.  He  copied  himself,  and  when  he  came  to 
^^Boldolphus  Thompson,'*  he  asked  me  if  I  had  not  made  a  mistake 
in  spelling  ^^Rodolphus.'^ 

Question.  Have  you  got  your  record  with  joa? 

Answer.  I  have. 

Question.  Will  you  produce  it? 

Answer.  Yes.  [Witness  produces  record  book].  I  told  him  I 
did  not  know ;  I  thought  I  had  got  it  right ;  I  looked.  He  said 
there  were  two  ^^fs"  there,  and  he  thought  there  ought  to  be  but 
one.  I  told  him  I  could  teU,  for  I  had  some  of  the  votes  in  the 
house.    I  went  and  got  them  and  found  there  was  but  one  ^^Z." 

Question.  This  you  have  produced  here  is  your  record? 

Ansioer.  Yes. 

Question.  I  see  there  has  a  leaf  been  cut  out  where  the  September 
meeting  is  recorded,  how  came  that? 

Answer.  It  is  after  the  September  meeting.  That  I  cut  out  the 
other  day.  When  I  recorded  the  meeting  this  spring,  I  commenced 
and  made  an  error,  a  bad  one,  and  took  and  cut  that  leaf  right  out. 
I  did  not  start  it  as  I  wanted  to. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  see  any  papers  that  came  from  Collins 
after  that  time? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  did  you  do  with  them  ? 

Answer.  I  sent  them  to  B.  Emery  Pratt,  Farmington. 

Question.  Were  they  amended  records  or  returns  ? 

Answer.  It  was  a  copy  of  his  record,  I  think. 

Question.  What  did  you  do  with  it? 

Answer.  1  sent  it  to  B.  Emery  Pratt,  Farmington.  There  was  an 
arrangment  between  him  and  Collins  when  he  went  away,  he  was  to 
make  a  copy. 

Question.  Did  Collins  make  the  copy  or  you? 

Answer.  Collins  made  it.     I  never  saw  Collins'  book  at  all. 

Question.  I  show  you  the  return  fh>m  Dallas  Plantation,  and  ask 
you  if  you  know  about  the  changes  and  erasures  made  in  it? 

Answer.  1  do  not ;  I  never  saw  that  before  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  You  perceive  that  has  been  tampered  with,  changed? 

Ansu)er.  It  looks  so,  surely. 
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Question,  Bat  you  testify  you  had  nothing  to  do  with  it? 

Answer.  I  never  saw  that  before. 

Question,  Had  you  any  knowledge  of  any  change  or  tampering 
with  the  returns,  either  through  Collins  or  any  other  person,  when 
it  left  DaUas  ? 

Answer,  No. 

Question.  I  have  a  letter  marked  ^^Exhibit  19^  G,  D,  B.y  Clerk  of 
Committee"  signed  "B,  Emery  Pratt,"  in  which  he  says  '*/  have 
been  to  DaUas  Plantation,  Franklin  county^  and  arranged  for  those 
^  returns  to  be  amended  and  they  will  he  forwarded  soon  as  received 
by  me,"  Do  you  know  anything  about  what  returns  were  to  be 
amended  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  know  anything  about  B.  Emery  Pratt  going  to 
Dallas  for  the  purpose  of  amending  returns  there  ? 

Answer.  No  sir ;  I  do  not  know  of  his  being  that  wsy  excepting 
the  time  he  was  at  my  house,  and  he  did  not  go  there  then ;  that  is 
why  the  arrangement  was  made  for  him  to  bring  the  copy  to  me. 

Question,  If  he  went  he  must  have  gone  some  other  time  ? 

Answer,  He  must  have,  I  think. 

Question.  The  returns  referred  to  in  that  letter  you  know  nothing 
about? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  there  was  no  talk  in  relation  to  amending  any 
returns,  any  way. 

Question,  In  this  letter  he  also  says :  ^^  J  also  expect  an  affidavit 
from  Clerk  of  Oreenvale  Plantation^  same  cw  from  Rangdey — also 
others,"  I  call  your  attention  to  the  return  from  Greenvale  Planta- 
tion, and  ask  3'^ou  if  you  have  ever  seen  that  before  ? 

Answer,  No. 

Question,  Was  there  any  arrangement  by  B.  Emery  Pratt  when  at 
your  house,  in  relation  to  that  return  ? 

Answer,  No. 

Question,  Was  the  Greenvale  return  mentioned,  to  3'our  know- 
ledge? 

Answer.  No,  I  think  not ;  I  think  he  wanted  to  know  where  the 
Clerk  lived,  or  whether  he  was  at  home ;  he  wanted  a  copy  of  his 
record,  he  said. 

Question,  Was  he  up  there  on  an  expedition  in  relation  to  the 
records? 

Answer,  I  cannot  teU  you. 
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Question.  Have  you  amended,  or  altered,  or  changed,  any  return? 
Afimoer.  No. 

By  Mk.  STRICKAND  : 

Question.  Examine  the  ''C"  in  Chandler,  and  the  ''C"  in  Clark, 
in  Dallas  return,  and  see  if  they  do  not  look  a&  though  made  by  the 
same  man? 

Answer.  I  should  think  they  were,  by  the  looks. 

Question.  What  are  your  polities  ? 

Answer.  I  am  a  Democrat. 


Mabch  5,  1880,  P.  M. 

James  R.  Milliken,  recalled. 

Bt  Mr.  hale  : 

Question.  How  long  have  you  been  a  Clerk  in  the  ofiSce  of  Secre- 
tary of  State? 

Answer.  Since  January  one,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-one,  with 
the  exception  of  a  year  and  a  half  when  I  was  sick,  and  that  part  of 
eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine  after  the  month  of  May. 

Question.  Have  your  duties  led  you  to  an  acquaintance  with  the 
method  of  doing  business  in  the  Council,  of  auditing  claims  and 
drawing  of  warrants  by  that  body  ? 

Answer.  They  have. 

Question,  In  what  manner  are  the  accounts  of  the  different  appro- 
priations kept? 

Answer.  From  the  appropriation  act,  after  being  passed  by  the 
Legislature,  the  appropriations  are  credited  on  this  book  [witness 
produces  a  book]  which  we  call  the  ledger. 

Question.  This  is  a  book  in  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State  ? 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir.  When  the  reports  are  made,  ordering  or  advis- 
ing the  Governor  to  draw  a  warrant  for  any  amount  of  money  the 
warrant  is  drawn,  according  to  the  report  made  by  the  Council,  and 
posted  from  the  warrant  book — ^what  we  call  the  "  stub", — into  this 
book  at  the  dose  of  every  session. 

Que^ion.  Are  the  accounts  themselves  kept  with  the  individuals 
or  with  the  appropriation? 

Answer.  There  are  no  regular  accounts  kept  with  individuals. 
The  accounts  are  kept  with  the  appropriation. 

Question.  Each  item  which  draws  upon  the  appropriation  is 
charged  to  that  appropriation? 
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Answer.  Yee,  referring  to  the  report  and  the  voacher,  whenever 
necessary,  to  find  out  what  that  was  for. 

Question,  State,  in  any  case,  when  a  claim  by  an  officer  of  the 
state,  or  an  employ^,  or  a  contractor,  or  any  other  person,  is  made 
before  the  Governor  and  Coancil,  what  the  course  of  procedure  is, 
tracing  it  from  the  time  when  the  claim  is  first  presented? 

Answer.  Record  is  made  on  the  Councii  Blotter  and  then  referred 
to  its  appropriate  committee ;  for  instance,  if  of  a  military  nature  it 
would  go  to  the  Military  Committee ;  if  it  was  for  stipends  due  the 
Agricultural  Societies  it  would  go  to  the  Committee  on  Agriculture  ; 
if  for  money  due  for  the  support  of  Deaf,  Dumb  and  Blind  it  would 
go  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Beneficiaries.  Those  committees  gen- 
erally report, — 1  do  not  know  but  in  all  eases,— direct,  advising  the 
Governor  to  draw,  without  reporting  to  the  Conuuittee  on  Warrants. 
Those  committees  generally  report  if  they  allow  the  claim,  advising 
the  Governor  to  draw  his  warrant  on  the  Treasurer  of  State  in  favor 
of  the  party  making  the  request  or  claim  for  money. 

Qtiestion,  Is  it  stated  from  what  appropriation  it  shall  be  drawn  ? 

Answer.  Always. 

Question.  That  report  is  signed  by  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee ? 

Answer.  Yes,  and,  if  the  report  is  completed  and  accepted  it  is 
signed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  or  his  Deputy  as  having  been 
"  Accepted  by  the  Council  and  by  the  Governor  approved." 

Question.  What  papers  or  vouchers,  if  anj',  go  with  such  a  report 
as  showing  the  nature  of  the  claim  ? 

Answer.  If  it  is  a  bill  of  goods  that  bill  goes  as  the  voucher ;  for 
instance,  Loring,  Short  and  Harmon's  account  would  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Accounts,  and  in  the  report  made  by  the  chairman 
their  bill  would  be  inclosed  as  a  voucher  for  drawing  that  money. 

Question.  Is  it  or  not  a  fact  that  with  reports  of  committees  advis- 
ing warrants  to  be  drawn  in  the  manner  described  by  you,  are 
commonly  found  the  vouchers  showing  the  subject  matter  upon 
which  the  report  is  made  ? 

Answer.  Always,  or  it  is  the  Clerk  of  this  work — ^the  Secretary  of 
State's— duty  to  hunt  up  the  voucher  on  which  such  a  report  was 
made  and  warrant  drawn. 

Question.  Who  acts  as  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  and  fUmishes  the 
clerical  force  for  that  body  usually  ? 

Answer.  We  consider  the  Secretary  of  State  the  Clerk  of  the 
Council. 
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QmtHcn.  And  he  or  some  of  his  subordinates  act? 

Answer.  I  never  have  known  any  excepting  the  Secretary  of  State 
or  his  Deputy ;  I  never  have  knovm  a  Clerk  plaoed  there  daring  the 
absence  of  the  Secretary. 

Q^estio1u  What  is  the  next  step  after  the  report  has  been  made, 
and  accepted  bj-  the  Council  and  approved  by  Uie  Oovemor? 

Aumoer.  Sent  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  he  hands  it  to  his 
recording  clerk,  liie  warrant  is  drawn  and  the  report  is  numbered 
and  filed  in  the  Secretaries  ofiice.  The  blank  warrant  is  filled  up 
sad  ih&i  carried  to  the  Governor  for  his  signature.  After  he  signs 
it  the  Secretary  of  State  countersigns  it. 

Quettion.  To  whom  is  that  warrant  directed? 

Anawer.  To  the  Treasurer  of  State. 

Question.  You  may  read  th^  entire  blank  of  the  warrant? 

Witness  reads  the  blank  as  follows : 


Amount,  $ —  Warrant  3To. 

In  Ihvor  of 

Appropriation  for Aet  of 187  . 

Date  187  .  Receive  the  above  described  Warrant. 


STATE  OF  MAINE. 

No.. 


You  are  ordered  and  directed  to  pay  unto 


the  sum  of 


to  be  charged  to  and  paid  oat  of  the  appropriation  for- 


by  the  act  of 187  ,  for  which  this  shall  be  your  sufficient  warrant. 

Qlven  at  the  Council  Chamber  In  Augusta,  the 

4lay  of  ■  ■    one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 

seventy'  -and  in  the  one  hundred 

year  of  the  American  Independence. 

,  Governor. 

By  the  Oovemor,  with  the  Advice  > 
and  Consent  of  the  Council.        > 

,  Secretary  of  State. 

To  the  Treasurer  of  State. 

Anstoer.  And  the  ^^  stub  "  contains  the  sum  and  substance  of  the 
whole,  stating  the  amount,  the  number  of  the  warrant,  the  person  in 
favor  of,  the  appropriation  from  which  drawn,  the  date  when  the 
warrant  was  drawn,  a  blank  for  the  receiver  of  the  warrant. 

Question.  Upon  this  warrant  the  Treasurer  pays  the  money,  and 
keeps  the  warrant  as  his  voucher? 
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Answer.  TVJien  endorsed  by  the  person  by  whom  it  is  drawn  in 
favor  of  he  keeps  the  warrant  as  his  voucher,  to  exhibit  on  settle- 
ment with  the  Legislatare. 

Question.  The  original  vouchers  for,  and  proofs  of,  the  claim  are 
all  on  file,  or  should  be,  in  the  ofiSce  of  the  Secretary  of  State? 

Answer.  Yes,  always. 

Qtiestion.  And  should  accompany  the  Report  of  the  Conmiittee  of 
the  Council  advising  the  Governor  to  draw  the  warrant? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir, 

Q^estion.  Against  which  appropriation  are  the  salaries  of  the 
officers  of  the  government? 

Answer.  Under  the  head  of  Salaries  of  Public  Officers,  i^ainst 
that  appropriation. 

Question.  Against  what  appropriation  are  the  charges  for  Pay  Boll 
of  the  Council  made? 

Answer.  Under  the  Appropriation  for  Pay  Roll  of  the  Council. 

Question.  What  are  some  of  the  general  expenses  commonly 
charged  against  the  Contingent  Fund  ? 

An^swer.  In  the  course  of  the  year  various  expenses  arise ;  varioas 
demands  and  claims  are  made  for  which  there  is  no  appropriation, 
and  the  appropriation  for  Contingent  Fund  of  the  Governor  and 
Council  is  made  enough,  it  is  supposed,  to  cover  such  claims. 

Qaeetion.  What  was  the  amount  of  the  Contingent  Fund  for  the 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine  for  Governor  and  CouncO  ? 

An^svoer.  Five  thousand  dollars. 

Question.  In  whose  hands  is  the  control  of  the  Contingent  Fund 
of  Governor  and  Council? 

Answer.  Entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  Governor  and  Council. 

Question.  What  was  the  amount  of  the  Appropriation  for  Free 
High  Schools  for  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  and  for  what 
purpose  was  it  drawn? 

Answer.  Thirty-seven  thousand  dollars.  It  was  drawn  to  pay  the 
outstanding  claims  of  school  districts  and  towns  on  the  year  previoas 
to  that,  which  had  not  been  brought  in. 

Question.  There  was  no  Free  High  School  Appropriation  made 
for  the  current  year? 

Answer.  No ;  but  that  was  continued  over  to  meet  the  old  cases. 

Question.  Have  you  before  you  the  account  kept,  in  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,  witii  the  Free  High  School  Fund  for  the  year 
eighteen  Hundred  and  seventy-nine  ? 

Ansioer.  I  have. 
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QuegtioH.  State  what  items  are  charged  against  that  Fund  outside 
of  legitimate  purpcMstes  far  Free  High  Sdiools? 

Answer.  I  see  but  ver}'  few  which  look  like  being  charged  in  a 
legitimate  manner.  When  reports  are  made,  they  are  made  in  favor 
of  the  town  or  district. 

Q^estion.  Please  examine  fhrther,  and  prepare  for  the  Committee 
a  copy  of  the  charges  made  against  that  Fund,  designating  the  pur- 
pose for  which  each  was  drawn  ? 

Answer.  I  will  do  so.  [Witness  subsequently  fhrnishes  the  Com- 
mittee with  the  following  copy :] 

FRKB  HIGH  SCH00I£. 

Approprifttion,  1879 $37,000  OO' 

AmoontB  paid  towns $16,474  97. 

April  24.     B.  M.  SfcilweU,  Warrant  206 125  00 

May  23.     F.  G.  Parker  A  Oo.  do  306 81  60> 

July   3.     Thomas  L.  Talbqt,  do  411 125  00* 

B.  M.  Stilwell,  do  412 126  00* 

JonoB  S.  KeUey,  do  417 50  00* 

Harrey  Jewell,  do  418 262  60 

B.  M.  Stilwell,  do  422 88  02. 

Charles  J.  Atkins,  do  426 86  78 

D.BngbeeACo.  do  428 8  60' 

Homer's  Kxprets  Co.  do  429 23  76 

Alfred  Swasey,  do  480 86  40' 

Got.  18.       JonesS.  KeUey,  do  697 60  00' 

B.  M.  StUwell,  do  700 .....109  98* 

«   29.       Bverett  Smith,  do  747 118  85 

Not.  25.     George  A.  Drew,  do  862 27  76 

Ererett  Smith,  do  868 126  00' 

B.  M.  Stilwell,  do  869 126  00* 

Dee.  18.      Loring,  Short  A  Harmon,  do  936 6  00* 

«    24.     CM.Tamer,  do  938 82  60 

"    27.      8.  W.Hoskins,  do  946 833  60' 

«  80.     Wm.  B.  Watkini,  do  963 66  60^ 

George  Mnroh,  do  956 96  00^ 

"31.     Wm.  Diokey,  do  977 49  20- 

Alonio  GaroeloB,  do  984 4,000  00' 

A.J.Cameron,  do  990 2,000  00« 

American  Bzpress  Co.,  do  994 27  86 

John  T.Haley,  do  998 144  16 

$24,178  20* 
Amomii  nnezpended $12,821  80* 

$37,000  00 

Total  amount  to  towns « $16,474  97 

<«        *'       other  pnrpoMt 8,708  23^ 

Kot  expended 12,821  80 

24  $87,000  Oa 
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« 

Qufistion.  Will  you  also  prepare  from  the  books  of  the  Secretan- 
of  State  a  copy  of  the  charges  made  against  the  Contingent  Fund 
and  state  what  they  are  for? 

Answer.  I  will. 

[Witness  subsequently  furnishes  Committee  with  the  following 

copy:] 

CONTINGENT  FUND  OF  GOVISRNOR  AND  COUNCIL. 

Appropriation,  1879 $6,000  00 

Marehe.    S.  8.  Brown,                    Warrant      12 2160 

F.  M.  Fogg,                                        13 21  25 

Alonso  Gareelon,                                14 10  75 

W.  U.  Telegraph  Co.,                         16 29  90 

April  16.    B.C.  Moody,                                     127 40  90 

C.  H.  Chaw,                                      128 27  10 

S.S.  Brown,                                      144 1S170 

F.M.Fogg,                                       145 22  00 

H.  H.  Munroo,                                  176 2100 

J.B.  Foiter,                                     177 46  50 

24.    C.H.Chase,                                       198 25  00 

B.8.  Brown,                                     200 26  20 

H.  H.  Munroe,                                   209 73  60 

F.G.Parker,                                     210 37  00 

W.  U.  Telegraph  Co.,                      212 29  42 

F.M.Fogg,                                       249 34  00 

MarkHarden,                                   260 200  00 

26.    Jane  H.Shaw,                                   262 10  00 

May  30.    Charles  H.  Chase,                             264 68  26 

John  B.  Foster,                                  266 26  00 

S.S.  Brown,                                       266 67  76 

E.C.Moody,                                     264 21  80 

Mrs.  Bllebert  Mlohaud,                    270 61  33 

W.  U.  Telegraph  Co.,                      292 16  69 

A.Garoelon,                                      299 7  26 

23.    H.H.  Munroe,                                   306 45  00 

F.M.Fogg,                                      304 29  00 

;Jnly     2.    8.  B.Brown,                                      326 100  20 

E.CMoody,                                     327 U  25 

"                                                  328 IS  70 

<«                                                  329 12  40 

3.    H.H.  Mnnroe,                                 414 2100 

SmithAMayo,                                  419 1  25 

Fogg,  Blood  A  Co.,                           420 I  00 

A.  Qaroelon,                                     423 78  45 

F.  G.  Parker  A  Co.,                         425 2  00 

W.  U.Tel.  Co.»                                427 18  40 

9.    B.  H.Gore,                                      460 2166 

MarkHarden,                                  461 200  00 

8. 8.  Brown,                                     463 6  00 
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Ang .    2.    B.  G.  Moodj, 

S.  S.  firown, 

C.  H.  ChaM, 

H.  H.  Munroe, 

W.  U  Telegraph  Co. 
13.    Gardner  Lorering, 

F.  O.  Parker, 

F.  M.  Fogg, 
Sept.  11.    Mark  Barden, 

12.  Ohas.  H.  Chase, 
8.  8.  Brown, 
W.  U.  Tel.  Co. 
H.  H.  Munroe, 

Oct.     7.     B.  C.  Moody, 
8.     S.  S.  Brown, 
0.  H.  Chase, 
W.  U.  Tel.  Co. 
F.  a.  Parker, 
Mark  Harden, 
28.     S.  S.  Brown, 

B.  C.  Moody, 
H.  H.  Mnnroe, 

C.  H.  Chase, 
Not.  18.     E.  C.  Moody, 

8.  S.  Brown, 
F.  M.  Fogg, 
W.  U.  Tel.  Co. 
21.    J.  B.  Foster, 
F.  a.  Parker, 
Charles  H.  Chase, 
F.  M.  Fogg, 
25.    Alonso  (Hroelon, 
Mark  Harden, 
See.     2.    H.  H.  Monroe,    . 
8.  8.  Brown, 

E.  C.  Moody, 
Charles  H.  Chase, 

10.   Mark  Harden, 

F.  G.  Parker, 
Western  Union  Tel.  Co. 

13.  F.  M.  Fogg, 
8. 8.  Brown, 
H.  H.  Mnnroe, 

18.   B.  C.  Moody, 
24.   C.  H.  Chase, 

F.  M.  Fogg, 

H.  H.  Mnnroe, 

8.  8.  Brown, 

30.  H.  M.  Pishon, 

31.  C.  H.  Chase, 


Warrant    546 $1190 

547 36  76 

648 90  40 

649 15  00 

663 10  04 

659 6  00 

663 160 

678 61  00 

683 216  67 

666 10  00 

666 26  60 

699 6  81 

668 10  60 

676 12  80 

696 11  96 

695 26  60 

702 8  76 

708 31  00 

716 161  00 

719 60  70 

720 32  30 

737 67  60 

739 62  00 

761 93  29 

752 71  86 

753 62  00 

756 20  56 

766 66  50 

767 14  00 

768 69  60 

799 67  00 

858 26  20 

871 126  00 

880 21  00 

881 20  16 

882 11  60 

883 31  50 

905 125  00 

906 70  00 

907 12  69 

912 89  00 

913 13  20 

914 30  00 

923 30  72 

941 44  00 

942 44  00 

943 44  00 

944 44  00 

960 25  00 

979 11  00 
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Deo.  SI.    MsrkHarden,               Warrant    980 $1100 

Alonxo  Gharoelon,                            983 1000  00 

F.  M.  Fogg,                                     991 S3  00 

E.  C.  Moody,                                  1000 26  00 

F.  G.  Parker,                                1001 79  00 

Total  drawn $4,871  43 

Unexpended 128  58 

$6,00$  00 

Question.  Is  there  an  appropriation  with  which  an  account  is  kept 
for  Military  Purposes  ? 

Answer.  There  is. 

Q;aest\on,  What  was  the  amount  of  that  for  the  year  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  seventy-nine  ? 

Aiiswer.  Three  thousand  dollars. 

QaestUm.  Will  you  make  a  copy  of  that  and  of  tiie  charges  made 
against  it,  showing  how  it  was  used? 

Answer,  I  will. 

[Witness  subsequently  fhmkhes  Committee  with  the  following 
copy:] 

MILITARY  PURPOSES. 

Appropriation  for  1879 $S,000  00 

Maj  22.    To  Dr.  G.  W.  Martin,    Warrant  276 $6  00 

23.  S.  D.  Learitt,                              Sll 40  00 

0.  P.  Mattocks,                           313 SI  40 

A.H.  Jacobs,                              313 • 60  00 

Ang.  13.  8.  D.LeaTitt,  666 46  49 

J.  B.  Focter,  566 463  13 

Sept.  11.  Sanford  Steamship  Co.  697 30  00 

13.  Geo.  B.  Smith,  669 6160 

Not.  25.  8.  D.  Learitt,  873 27  85 

Deo.  10.  8.  Clifford  Belcher,  909 86  00 

18.  Horace  8.  Smith,  934 69  00 

24.  Alonao Garoelon,  937..... 1,000  00 

31.  Daniel  White,  973 37  50 

M.  M.  Foltora,  974 15  00 

8.  Di  Leayitt,  986........ 1,000  00 

B.  W.Frendi,  988 30  00 

O.B.  Morton,  989 16  00 

8.  D.  LeaTitt,  993 18  16 

$3,97S  11 

Unexpended 36  89 

$S,000  00 

Question.  Have  you  here  files  of  warrants  drawn  for  various  pur- 
poses by  the  Governor  and  Council  for  the  year  eighteen  hundred 
and  seventy-nine? 
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Anawer.  I  have. 

Q^e8Hon.  Have  you,  in  these  files,  reports  of  ecmiimttees  advising 
the  Governor  to  draw  his  warrant  upon  the  Treasurer  of  State,  for 
different  purposes,  where  no  voucher  for  the  same  appears  or  can  be 
found? 

Answer.  I  think  there  are  some  among  these  I  have  here. 

Question.  Will  you  produce  and  exhibit  before  the  Committee, 
some  of  those? 

Answer.  Here  is  one,  —  that  is  a  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Warrants,  December  twenty-four,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy- 
nine,  "  No.  707."  It  advises  that  the  Governor  draw  his  warrant 
upon  the  Treasurer  of  State  in  favor  of  Alonzo  Garcelon  for  the 
som  of  one  thousand  dollars  from  the  Appropriation  for  Military 
Purposes,  the  same  being  for  expense  to  be  incurred  in  the  pro- 
tection of  public  property.  Accepted  and  approved  on  the  same 
day. 

Q^est^on.  Is  that  chained,  in  the  account,  against  the  Appropria- 
tion for  Military  Purposes  ? 

Ansu)er.  It  is  charged  to  Alonzo  Garcelon.  The  number  of  the 
warrant  is  nine  hundred  and  thirty-seven. 

Question.  Does  any  voucher,  or  proof  of  the  daim  upon  which 
that  was  based  appear  in  the  files  or  can  any  be  found  ? 

Ansioer.  None  appears  and  none  can  be  found.  I  also  have  here 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Warrants,  dated  December  thirty- 
first,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  ^^  number  seven  hundred 
and  forty-three,"  in  which  the  Governor  is  advised  to  draw  his  war- 
rant on  the  Treasurer  of  State  in  favor  of  Alonzo  Garcelon  for  the 
sum  of  four  thousand  dollars  from  the  Appropriation  for  Free  High 
Schools,  the  same  being  for  expense  incurred  for  police  services. 
Approved  by  the  Governor  and  accepted  by  the  Council  on  the  same 
day. 

QMestion.  Is  that  amount  charged  against  the  Free  High  School 
Appropriation? 

Answer.  It  is.  December  thirty-first,  *' Warrant  nine  hundred 
and  eighty-four." 

Question.  Does  any  voucher  or  proof  of  this  appear  with  the 
report  or  has  it  or  can  it  be  found? 

Anstoer.  None  has  ever  been  seen.  I  also  produce  to  you  from 
the  files  of  the  Secretary  of  State  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Warrants,  dated  December  thirty-first,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy- 
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nine,  "number  seven  hundred  and  sixty-five,"  in  which  the  Gov- 
ernor is  advised  to  draw  his  warrant  on  the  Treasurer  of  State  in 
favor  of  Alonzo  Garcelon  for  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  from 
the  Appropriation  for  Contingent  Fund  of  Governor  and  Council,  the 
same  being  for  expense  incurred  for  counsel  fees  and  professional 
services  for  the  State.  Accepted  by  the  Council  and  by  the  Grov- 
ernor  approved  December  thirtj^-first. 

Question.  Is  that  amount  charged  to  the  Appropriation  for  Con- 
tingent P'und  of  the  Governor  and  Council  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  December  thirty-first.  "Warrant  nine  hundred 
and  eightj'-three." 

Question.  Does  any  voucher  for,  or  proof  of  this  claim,  appear 
with  the  report,  or  has  any  such  been  found  among  the  papers  ? 

Answer.  The  same  answer  applies  as  to  the  others ;  there  never 
has.  I  also  produce  report  of  the  Committee  on  Warrants  dated 
December  thirty-first,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  "  number 
seven  hundred  and  seventy',"  in  which  the  Grovemor  is  advised  to 
draw  his  warrant  on  the  Treasurer  of  State  in  favor  of  S.  D. 
Leavitt,  Adjutant  General,  for  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  from 
the  Appropriation  for  Militarj'  Purposes. 

Question.  Is  that  warrant  charged  to  the  Appropriation  for  Mili- 
tary Purposes? 

Answer.    I  find    "warrant  nine   hundred    and  eighty-five*'   of 
December  thirty-first,  charged  to  the  Appropriation  for  Military  Pur- 
'  poses,  to  Alonzo  Garcelon.     I  think  that  is  a  clerical  error,  and 
should  be  S.  D.  Leavitt. 

Question.  Is  the  memorandum  of  the  report  of  the  Committee 
marked  "985"? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Showing  that  is  the  warrant  that  goes  with  the  report? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qiuestion.  Does  any  voucher  or  proof  of  this  appear  with  the 
report  or  an^'where  else  among  the  papers  ? 

Anstoer.  None  has  been  seen. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  this  amount  has,  within  the  last 
few  days,  been  paid  back  by  Mr.  Leavitt? 

Answer.  I  only  know  it  by  the  receipt  that  is  now  inclosed  in  the 
report. 

Question.  State  what  you  find  inclosed  with  the  report? 

Ansiver.  I  find,  inclosed  in  the  report,  a  receipt  under  date  of 
February  eighteen,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty,   ^^Beceived  of  S. 
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D.  Letwitty  late  Adjutaat  Qeneral^  one  thousand  doHars^  it  being  for 
money  drawn  on  ivarrant  JVb.  985^  and  charged  to  military  purpofee 
January  7, 1880,  Now  refunded  as  not  expended.  S.  A.  Holbrooke 
Treasurer.'^  I  produce.  fix>m  the  files  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
report  of  Committee  on  Warrants,  dated  December  thirty-one, 
eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  ''  No.  759,"  advising  the  Gov- 
emor  to  draw  his  warrant  on  the  Treasurer  of  State  in  favor  of  A. 
J.  Cameron,  for  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars  from  the  Appropri- 
ation for  Free  High  l^chools,  the  same  being  on  account  for  stitching 
and  binding  now  in  his  hands.  Accepted  and  approved  December 
thirty-first.  It  was  first  drawn,  as  appears  by  the  report,  fVom  the 
Appropriation  for  Biufling  and  Stitching,  but  that  is  erased  and 
'^  Free  High  Schools"  is  written  in,  in  its  place.  I  find  that  amount 
charged  under  date  of  December  thirty-first,  "  Free  High  Sckooln — 
A.  J.  Cameron,  Warrant  990—$2,000r 

Question.  Any  voucher  or  proof  of  the  same  appear  with  the  re- 
port or  among  the  papers? 

Answer.  I  never  have  seen  any,  and  presume  there  is  none ;  none 
has  been  found  to  my  knowledge.  I  produce  from  the  files  of  the 
Secretary  of  State's  office  report  of  Committee  on  Warrants  of 
December  twenty-seventh,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine, 
*'No.  711,"  in  which  the  Governor  is  advised  to  draw  his  warrant 
on  the  Treasurer  of  State  in  favor  of  E.  F.  Pillsbur}-  &  Co.  for  the 
sum  of  two  thousand  dollars  from  the  Appropriation  for  State  Print- 
ing, the  same  being  on  account  for  State  Printing.  Accepted  and 
approved  December  twenty-seventh.  I  find  under  date  December 
twenfy-seventh,  E.  F.  Pillsbury,  "Warrant  945,"  charged  two 
thousand  dollars  to  the  Appropriation  for  Printing. 

Question.  Does  any  voucher  or  proof  of  the  same  appear  with 
the  report?  or  can  it  be  found  among  the  papers? 

Answer.  None  has  been  found. 

Question.  What  has  been  the  customary  method  where  a  warrant 
was  drawn  in  favor  of  the  contractors  for  the  State  printing ;  what 
customarily  appears  with  the  report  of  the  Committee  ? 

AnsfWer.  There  is  always  a  voucher  for  the  amount,  showing  the 
account  up  to  the  date  of  the  warrant. 

Question.  None  such  appears  here  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  produce  report  of  Committee  on  Warrants  of 
October  seventh,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  "No.  502,"  in 
which  the  Governor  is  advised  to  draw  his  warrant  on  the  Treasurer 
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of  State  in  fsLvor  of  £.  F.  Pfllsbury  A  Co.  for  the  sum  of  one 
thousand  dollars  from  the  Appropriation  for  State  Printing,  the  same 
being  for  payment  on  account  of  printing  for  the  State.  Accepted 
and  approved  October  seventh.  The  printing  appropriation  is  cred- 
ited with  that  amount  under  that  date ;  '^  Warrant  691." 

Question.  Does  any  voucher  or  proof  appear  with  the  report  or 
elsewhere  among  the  papers? 

Answer.  I  have  seen  none ;  I  heard  them  inquired  for  but  they 
couldn't  be  found. 

Question.  Will  you  produce  a  report  of  the  committee  with  refer- 
ence to  the  printing,  which  has  any  memorandum  or  voucher  with 
it? 

Answer.  1  produce  one  report  by  the  Standing  Committee  on 
Accounts,  advising  the  Governor  to  draw  his  warrant  in  favor  of  E. 
F.  Pillsbury  &  Co.  for  the  sum  of  five  hundred  ddlars  fix>m  the 
Appropriation  for  Printing,  ^^the  same  being  for  advance  as  per 
request  herewith."  Inclosed  in  the  report  I  find  a  request  made  in 
the  following  language :  ^^  Augusta^  Nov.  22,  1879.  Hon.  John  B. 
Foster.  We  have  nearly  completed  the  House  Journal  as  ordered  by 
the  Legidature.  It  wiU  be  ready  for  delivery  in  a  few  days.  Win 
you  have  the  kindness  to  advance  us  $500  on  account  ofit^  and  favor 
E.  F.  Pillsbury  &  Co.  f 

Question.  Do  you  find  that  amount  charged  to  the  Appropriation 
for  Public  Printing  on  warrant  duly  drawn? 

Answer.  Yes,  I  do.  ''Nov.  22.  F.  F.  PUlsbury.  Warrant 
No.  855,  9500.'' 

Question.  Does  any  other  voucher  appear,  with  the  exception  of 
what  you  have  read? 

Answer.  None,  and  none  can  be  found. 

Question.  Have  you  before  you  the  complete  account  kept  with 
the  Appropriation  for  Public  IMnting? 

Answer.  I  have. 

Question.  Will  you  Aimish  the  Committee  with  a  copy  of  that 
itemized  ? 

Answer.  I  will. 

[Witness  subsequently  furnishes  Committee  with  the  following 
copy :] 

PRINTING. 

Appropriation  for  1879 $18,000  00 

Hftr.  13.  To  Bontelle  A  Burr,         Warrant    39 $27  33 

14.       R.  F.  Pillsbury  A  Co.  62 1,000  00 
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Aprilie.    Spngiie,  Owen  *  NMh,  Warrant  170 $6,000  00 

F.  G.  Parker  ACo.                          174 62  26 

May  22.     E.  F.  PilUbnry  A  Go.    ,                 27S  803  28 

WiUH.  Walton,                              283 10  06 

Fogg,  Blood  4;  Co.                          303 2  00 

ikprill6.    E.  F.  PiUsbnry  A  Go.                      162 600  00 

Julj    9.            "            ««                                   441 1,10171 

Fogg,  Blood  A  Oo.                           460 2  50 

Vhidden,  Rose  *  Go.                      479 24  00 

Bdea  A  Barrows,                              480 .\ 24  00 

B.  Upton  ASon,                             481 8  26 

Geo.  H.  Watklns,                            484 3  00 

Ang.  12.     W.  W.  Berry,                                  660 2  76 

13.     E.  F.  Pillsborj,                              657 639  99 

Spragne,  Owen  A  Nash,                  681 2,173  31 

Sept.  11.     National  Tribune  Go.                      698 4  00 

F.  G.ParkerAGo.                          600 16  76 

E.  F.  Pillsbnry  A  Go.                      660 200  00 

Oct.    7.             "            "                                   691 1,000  00 

8.  J.P.Basa,                                       699 16  87 

F.  G.  Parker  A  Co.                          707. 2  00 

Fogg,  Blood  A  Co.                           714 1....  6  00 

Hanoock  Pab.  Go.                            716 12  60 

9.  E.  F.  Pillsbnry  A  Go.                      717 377  37 

28.      W.W.Perry,                                  731 100 

E.  F.  Plllsbnry  A  Co.                      741 409  80 

Not.  21.             "            "                                 764 342  02 

"            "                                  766 400  00 

Theo.  Gary  A  Co.                             798 8  75 

22.     B.  F.  Pillsbory  A  Go.                      855 500  00 

Deo.  12.    Joseph  W.  Symonds,                      915 150  00 

18.    O.  Botler,                                        929 f. 2  60 

J.  P.  BassAGo.                              933 23  50 

27.     E.  F.  Pillsbary  A  Co.                      945 2,000  00 

30.  Fogg,  Blood  A  Co.                          957 9  00 

31.  B.  F.  Pillsbnry  A  Co.                     996 1,098  01 

F.  G.  Parker,                                 1002 12  00 

SUte  Printing  Association,           1004 42  00 

$19,112  48 

Appropriation $18,000  00 

Orordrawn 1,112  48 

$19,112  48 

Question.  Does  there  anywhere  appear  in  the  files  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State's  office,  connected  with  the  papers  showing  the 
condition  of  the  printing  account  for  the  last  year,  or  elsewhere, 
any  statements  of  accounts,  showing  either  the  final  settlement  or 
partial  settlements  with  Pillsbury  &  Co.  during  the  year  ? 
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Answer.  None  to  my  knowledge.  I  have  seen  none.  I  think  I 
should  have  seen  them  if  there  had  been  any. 

Question,  Have  you  the  account  chained  to  the  Appropriation  for 
Binding  and  Stitching? 

Answer.  I  have. 

Question,  Will  you  make  for  the  Committee,  a  copy  of  the  account 
as  shown  on  the  ledger,  itemized? 

Ans^ver.  I  will.     • 

[Witness   subsequently  fUrnishes  Committee  with  the  following 

cop3' :] 

BINDING  AND  STITCHINO. 

Appropriation  for  1879 $8,533  37 

Aprill6.    To  A.  J.  Cameron,  Warrant  167 1,200  00 

186 1,733  37 

196 7W)  00 

208 314  11 

216 211  75 

485 1,034  31 

486 1,765  54 

692 750  00 

763 403  79 

951 915  54 


'  E. 

H 

.  W.  Smitl 

1  A  Co., 

18. 

tt                    K 

24. 

'  A. 

J. 

Cameron 

(defioiencj) 

it 

July  9. 

(defioienoy) 

Oct.  7. 

« 

Nov.  21. 

i< 

Deo.  30. 

$9,077  91 

Orerdrawn $.  544  54 

Appropriation '. 8,533  37 


$9,077  91 

Question.  Do  you  know  any  statement  of  account,  showing  the 
final  settlement  with  the  contractor  for  binding  and  stitching,  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  or  any  partial  settlements  previous  to  the  end 
of  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  been  able  to  find  any? 

Answer.  No ;  and  never  heard  of  any  being  found  in  the  office. 

Question.  Who  was  the  contractor  for  binding  and  stitching? 

Anstver.  A.  J.  Cameron. 

Question.  The  record  of  the  proceedings  flx)m  day  to  day,  before 
the  Governor  and  Council,  is  kept  in  what  book? 

Answer.  What  is  called  the  "Council  Blotter"  ;  and  from  that  is 
made  up  a  Journal,  to-be  deposited  in  the  Secretary  of  State's  office, 
at  the  end  of  each  year. 

Question.  And  is  this  book  which  you  now  produce,  the  "Council 
Blotter"  for  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine? 

Answer.  It  is. 
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March  8,  1880,  P.  M. 
James  R.  Milliken,  recalled. 

Question,  Upon  the  ledger  of  the  Secretary  of  State  is  an  account 
kept  with  the  Appropriation  for  Transportation  of  Documents  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  and  I  have  it  here. 

Question.  What  is  the  amount  of  the  appropriation  for  the  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine  ? 

Anstver.  Eight  hundred  dollars. 

Question.  Has  it  all  been  taken,  as  is  shown  by  the  charges  made 
against  it? 

Answer.  Four  dollars  twenty-eight  cents  overdrawn. 

Question.  Of  that  appropriation,  how  mudh  is  charged  as  having 
been  paid  any  express  company  ? 

Amnver.  To  the  Eastern  Express  Company,  two  hundred  forty- 
three  dollars  twent}'  cents.  One  hundred  two  dollars  fifty-five  cents 
of  that  was  paid  to  C.  B.  Morton,  Agent ;  but  that  is  the  same  thing. 

Question.  To  whom  is  the  balance  (above  the  two  hundred  fort}'- 
three  dollars  twenty  cents)  charged,  as  being  paid? 

Answer.  G.  G.  Stacy. 

Question.  Have  3'ou  examined  the  reports  of  the  Committee  on 
Accounts,  of  the  Council  of  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  to 
see  whether  the  charges  against  this  appropriation,  as  being  made  to 
the  Eastern  Express  Company,  or  their  agent,  contain  the  vouchers, 
with  each  report? 

Answer.  I  have ;  they  are  all  correct.  I  produce  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Warrants,  of  March  seventh,  eighteen  hundred  and 
seventy-nine,  advising  the  Governor  to  draw  his  wan^ant  on  the 
Treasurer  of  State,  in  favor  of  George  G.  Stacy,  for  the  sum  of  four 
hundred  dollars,  from  the  Appropriation  for  Transportation  of  Doc- 
uments. Accepted  and  approved  by  the  Governor,  March  seventh, 
eighteen  hundred  and  seventy- nine,  "Warrant,  No.  21,"  drawn  upon 
it. 

Question.  Is  there  any  voucher  for  that  item  of  four  hundred 
dollars? 

Answer.  There  is  sunply  a  request  in  writing  accompanying  the 
report,  which  reads,  '* Augusta,  March  7,  1879.  To  the  Honorable 
Chvemor  and  Council,  I  respectfully  request  you  to  draw  a  warrant 
in  my  favor  for  the  sum  of  $400  and  charge  (he  same  to  the  Appro- 
priaHon  for  Transportation  of  Documents  Jor  1879.     Very  respect- 
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fully  yours t  G.  O.  Stacy,  Librarian.**    No  other  voucher  appears 
to  accompany  the  report. 

By  Mr.  INGALLS  : 

Qv^stion.  Do  you  know  the  hand  writing  of  that  report? 
Anstoer.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  HALE : 

Question,  See  if  there  is  an  appropriation  for  the  Visiting  Com- 
mittee of  Insane  Hospital? 

Ansiver,  I  bave  it  here.  The  amount  of  the  appropriation  for 
eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine  was  two  hundred  dollars. 

Question.  Is  it  exhausted  ? 

Answer.  Twenty-five  dollars  and  twenty-eight  cents  overdrawn. 
I  produce  report  of  the  Committee  on  Accounts  for  eighteen  hundred 
and  seventy-nine,  dated  October  seventh,  eighteen  hundred  and 
seventj^-nine,  in  which  the  Governor  is  advised  to  draw  his  warrant 
on  the  Treasurer,  in  favor  of  George  G.  Stacy  for  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  twenty-one  dollars  and  sixty-six  cents, — from  the  Appro- 
priation for  Contingent  Fund  one  hundred  dollars,  and  from  the 
Appropriation  for  Transportation  of  Documents  one  hundred  twenty 
one  dollars  and  sixtj-six  cents,  the  same  being  for  distributing  doc- 
uments of  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-eight  and  sevent\'-nine, 
and  for  postage  stamps.  Accepted  and  approved  October  seventh, 
eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine.  Upon  which  warrants  "677 
and  678"  were  drawn. 

Question.  Do  you  find  in  this  report  as  the  basis  of  these  war- 
rants, any  voucher? 

Answer.  I  find  vouchers  for  two  items,  one  hundred  fort^'-two 
dollars  and  sixty-six  cents,  and  one  hundred  and  eighteen  dollars. 

Question.  Do  you  find  any  voucher  for  the  large  item  of  distrib- 
uting documents  and  exchanges  for  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy- 
nine,  two  hundred  and  sixty-nine  dollars  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  find  any  voucher  for  the  large  item  ^''forariwunt 
paid  E.  S.  Tobie,  f292." 

Answer.  There  is  none  here ;  two  hundred  dollars  has  usually 
been  allowed  the  Librarian  for  distributing  documents,  and  I  pre- 
sume that  this  item  of  two  hundred  sixtv-nine  dollars  was  intended 
to  be  covered  by  that. 

Question.  Turn  to  the  appropriation  for  the  Library  ? 

Answer.  I  have  it. 
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Question.  What  is  the  amount  of  the  appropriation  for  eighteen 
hundred  and  Beventy-nine  ? 

ATiswer.  Five  hundred  dollars. 

Question.  To  whom  is  that  five  hundred  dollars  charged  as  paid 
to? 

Answer.  March  seventh,  to  George  G.  Stacy.  *' Warrant  No. 
20,  $500."  I  produce  report  of  Committee  on  Warrants,  of  March 
seventh,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  advising  the  Governor 
to  draw  his  warrant  in  favor  of  Greoi^e  G.  Stacy  for  five  hundred 
dollars  from  the  Appropriation  for  State  Libraiy,  the  same  being 
for  purchase  of  books.  Accepted  and  approved  March  seventh, 
eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine.  Upon  which,  warrant  number 
twenty,  is  drawn.  The  following  request  or  voucher  is  found. 
^^  March  7,  1879.  To  the  Honorable  Governor  aud  Council.  I 
reepectfuUy  request  you  to  draw  a  voarrant  in  my  favor  for  the  sum  of 
$500^  and  charge  the  same  to  the  Appropriation  for  State  Library 
for  1879.  Very  respectfidly^  your  obedient  servant^  Q.  G.  Stacyy 
Librarian."  » 

Q^estion.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  voucher  for  this  besides 
what  you  have  read? 

Ansioer.  I  know  of  none  other.  It  should  be  stated  that,  of  this 
$500,  the  amount  of  thirty-five  dollars  and  thirty-seven  cents  was 
deducted  and  paid  to  the  old  Librarian,  John  D.  Myrick,  that 
amount  being  due  him,  and  only  the  balance  was  paid  to  Mr.  Stacy. 


March  6,  1880,  A.  M. 

Alexander  J.  Cameron,  sworn  and  examined. 

Bt  Mr.  hale  : 

Que^ion.  Of  Augusta? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Were  you  the  contractor  for  the  Binding  and  Stitching 
in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  With  whom  was  your  contract  made? 

Answer.  With  th^  Committee  on  Printing  and  Binding,  of  the 
L^islature,  subsequently  ratified  by  the  concurrent  action  ot  the 
two  branches. 

Question.  At  what  time  did  you  begin  doing  the  work  for  that 
year,  under  the  contract? 
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Answer.  I  did  not  begin  the  work  till  either  the  day  of  its 
approval,  or  the  day  after,  probably  ;  but,  before  that,  I  had  bought 
out  the  old  binders. 

Question.  When  did  you  begin  to  work  under  your  contract? 

Answer.  The  contract  was  ratified,  I  think,  the  twenty-sixth  of 
February,  in  the  Senate,  and  the  twenty-seventh  in  the  House, — one 
day  in  the  Senate  and  the  other  in  the  House. 

Question.  Had  you  been  doing  the  work  of  the  State,  of  the 
Binding  and  Stitching  nature,  before  the  contract  was  approved? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  For  how  long? 

Answer.  The  third  day  of  February  I  took  possession,  bought  out 
Smith  &  Co.  That  work  was  done  under  the  Smith  &  Co.  contract ; 
they  transferred  their  rights  to  me. 

Question.  Did  you  receive,  during  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
seventy-nine,  from  time  to  time,  payments  for  work  done  by  you  on 
3'our  contract? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  When  you  received  a  payment  upon  your  contract,  what 
was  3'our  method  of  presenting  your  account,  and  what  action  was 
taken? 

Answer.  Presented  a  detailed  account, — all  of  which  I  believe  is 
on  file  to-day, — with  vouchers,  each  item  signed  by  those  in  charge 
of  the  department  to  which  the  work  was  delivered. 

Question.  When  you  wanted  any  money  upon  your  contract,  you 
presented  a  detailed  account  of  the  work  3'ob  had  done  up  to  date  ? 

Answer,  Yes. 

Question.  With  vouchers  accompanying? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  And  certified  by  the  heads  of  the  different  branches  of 
work? 
.   Answer.  Yes  ;  clerks  or  responsible  parties. 

Question.  To  whom  did  j'ou  present  that  bill  with  the  vouchers? 

Answer.  Sometimes  to  one  of  the  Council,  and  sometimes  to  the 
Secretary  of  State, — just  as  was  convenient, — and  they  took  them 
in. 

Question.  But  it  always  went  before  the  Governor  and  Council? 

Answer.  I  presume  so ;  no  doubt  about  it. 

Question.  Then  what  would  you  receive  which  would  entitle  3'ou 
to  the  money  ? 
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Answer.  A  warrant  signed  by  the  Governor,  by  and  with  the 
approval  of  the  Council. 

Question.  That  warrant  was  drawn  upon  whom? 

Answer.  On  the  State  Treasurer ;  I  never  took  particular  notice, 
but  I  presume  the  same  form  exists  now. 

Question.  How  would  you  get  the  money? 

Answer.  By  presenting  it  at  the  Treasury. 

Question.  So  that  the  voucher  which  you  presented  to  the  Treas- 
urer was  a  warrant  drawn  by  the  Governor  and  Council  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  And  he  paid  you  the  money  and  you  left  the  warrant 
with  him? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  indorsed  on  the  back  of  the  warrant. 

Qttestion.  But  the  original  vouchers  of  your  account  and  state- 
ment of  work  you  had  done  were  all  left  with  the  Governor  and 
Council  or  Secretary  of  State. 

AiMwer.  Yes. 

Question.  Was  that  your  course  during  the  year  eighteen  hundred 
and  seventy-nine,  to  the  end  of  the  year? 

Anstoer.  It  was,  excepting  the  second  last  payment  I  got  of 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars ;  I  presented  no  account  then ;  I  had 
done  about  twelve  hundred  dollars  worth  of  work,  but  had  not  any 
time,  on  account  of  pressing  business,  to  draw  a  detailed  account ; 
and  I  went  before  the  Governor  and  Council  and  explained  my 
position  and  asked  them  to  make  me  an  advance, — what  they  thought 
would  be  right ;  they  ^ave  me  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  on 
account  of  current  account ;  that  was  the  second  last  payment  I  got 
on  work  that  had  been  done. 

Question.  When  you  got  that  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  on 
account,  you  had  actually  performed  the  work  ? 

Answer.  Yes;  I  had  from  eleven  hundred  to  thirteen  hundred 
dollars  worth  of  work  done. 

Question.  When  did  you  present  your  final  account  for  work  done, 
up  to  the  end  of  the  year,  with  the  vouchers  and  accounts  showing 
that? 

Answer.  Either  the  thirtieth  or  thirty-first  of  December. 

Question.  Did  you  then  have  a  complete  settlement  of  all  the 
work  you  had  done,  and  receive  your  pay  for  the  same  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  all  for  which  I  had  vouchers,  all  the  work  that  I 
had  completed. 
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Question.  And  jou  put  vouchers  in  for  all  the  work  you  had  com- 
pleted? 

Answer.  Yes,  that  those  bills  covered. 

Qwestion.  So  that  on  the  thirtietii  or  thu-ty-first  of  December  jon 
completed  your  account  for  all  the  work  that  you  had  done  up  to 
that  date,  and  put  in  your  vouchers  and  accounts  for  the  same  and 
received  pay  for  the  same  ? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  Did  you  aiter  that,  and  before  the  change  in  the  gov- 
ernment, receive  any  fhrther  orders  or  moneys  through  the  Grovemor 
and  Council,  and  if  so  to  what  amount? 

Answer.  I  received  two  thousand  dollars  after  that. 

Question.  To  whom  did  you  make  application  for  the  two  tliou- 
sand  dollars  extra  that  you  received  and  that  you  have  just  referred 
to? 

Ansvoer.  To  the  Council. 

Question.  Where? 

Answer.  In  the  Council  Chambw. 

Question.  For  what  amount  did  3*oa  make  application  first? 

Answer.  I  left  it  to  their  discretion ;  I  showed  them  a  statement 
of  the  amount  of  work  I  had  on  hand,  in  my  hands,  and  expected 
to  get  from  the  Printers  under  my  contract,  and  requested  them,  if 
they  saw  fit,  to  make  me  an  advance  on  it. 

Question.  You  showed  them  a  statement  of  stock  and  work  you 
had  in  hand  and  had  not  done  ? 

Answer.  Not  completed ;  had  to  estimate  it  with  previous  yean. 

Question.  Making  sixi  estimate  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Que^ion.  And  requested  th^n  to  make  you  an  advance  of  two 
thousand  dollars? 

An.swer.  I  requested  them  to  make  me  mi  advance  of  whatever 
they  saw  fit. 

Question.  Had,  at  that  time,  the  Appropriation  for  Binding  and 
Stitching  been  exhausted? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  There  was  nothing  left  in  that  Appropriation? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  And  that  you  knew? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  And  that  they  knew? 
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AThswer.  I  do  not  know  about  that.  It  eventaaUy  turned  out  to 
be  a  misunderstanding.  I  was  informed  that,  with  what  I  had 
drawn  and  what  others  had  drawn,  the  appropriation  had  been  used 
up,  and  evidently  they  were  laboring  under  a  mistake. 

Question.  There  were  no  vouchers  for  work  done  that  were  left  for 
this  two  thousand  dollars,  as  in  the  other  cases? 

Answer,  No ;  but  some  such  a  statement  as  showing  that  I  was 
to  have  work,  a  balance  of  twenty-six  hundred  dollars,  stiU  to  be 
done. 

QiiesHon,  If  you  continued? 

Anstoer,  If  I  lived ;  the  terms  of  my  contract  assured  me  the 
work;  I  am  still  doing  that, — that  is,  for  eighteen  hundred  and 
seventy-nine. 

Question.  Did  you  receive  from  the  Governor  and  Council  a  war- 
rant for  two  thousand  dollars  for  this  advance? 

Ansioer.  Yes. 

Question.  Will  you  examine  the  inclosed  report  of  the  Committee, 
read  it,  and  see  if  it  is  the  report  that  goes  with  the  warrant  that  you 
received? 

Answer.  I  would  not  be  supposed  to  see  this  at  all,  although  I 
knew  of  it  on  account  of  the  misunderstanding  that  occurred. 

Question.  State  what  you  know  from  communication  with  the 
Council  ? 

Answer.  They  talked  it  over  and  came  to  the  conclusion,  first,  they 
would  draw  me  a  warrant  for  twenty-five  hundred  dollars.  From 
the  appearance  of  the  appropriation  book  they  thought  there  was 
three  thousand  dollars  still  undrawn.  It  was  a  mistake,  and  thev 
reconsidered  the  matter  and  concluded  to  give  me  two  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  they  thought  I  could  easily  collect  the  five  hundred  dollars. 

Question.  How  does  the  warrant  read  as  first  drawn  ? 

Answer.  "Two  thousand  dollars." 

Question.  How  does  the  report  read? 

Answer.  "  Two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars." 

Question.  Drawn  upon  what  appropriation,  first? 

Answer.  Upon  the  "Appropriation  for  Binding  and  Stitching." 

Question.  After  they  found  there  was  no  money  left  in  that  appro- 
priation what  change  was  made,  as  shown  in  the  report? 

Answer.  From  the  Free  High  School. 

Qu£sHon.  The  words  ^'Appropriation  for  Binding  and  Sliiching'* 
are  struck  out? 

25 
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Answer.  Yes,  and  the  words  *'  Free  Eigh  School"  put  in.  The 
sum  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  is  stricken  out  and  the 
words  'Wwo  thousand*'  written  over  that,  and  the  figures  "  $2000^ 
written  under. 

Question,  So  that  the  report  was  changed,  on  learning  the  condi- 
tion of  the  Appropriation  for  Binding  and  Stitching,  from  two 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars  to  two  thousand  dollars,  and  the  Ap- 
propriation for  Binding  and  Stitching  changed  to  Free  High  School  ? 

Answer.  The  matter  of  the  figures  was  a  matter  all  apart  from  the 
appropriation,  as  it  was  a  reconsideration.  The  warrant  was  drawn 
on  the  Treasurer  on  the  Binding  and  Stitching  Appropriation,  and  I 
presented  that  at  the  counter. 

Question,  When  you  presented  the  warrant  to  the  Treasurer, 
what  did  you  learn  with  reference  to  that  appropriation  ? 

Answer.  The  clerks  looked  into  the  matter  and  learned  that  the 
appropriation  ^ad  been  entirely  exhausted. 

Question.  Then  what  did. you  do? 

Answer.  One  of  the  clerks,  Mr.  Caldwell,  I  think,  went  to  the 
Council  Room  with  the  warrant  and  explained  the  matter  to  them ;  I 
waited  in  the  Treasury  a  short  time ;  Caldwell  returned  and  handed 
jne  the  warrant  and  told  me  to  take  it  up  stairs. 

Question.  He  returned  with  the  warrant  you  had  presented  to  him 
:and  instructed  j'ou  to  go  up  to  the  Council? 
Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  You  returned  to  the  Council  with  the  warrant  which 
yonx  had  just  presented  to  the  Treasurer? 

Answer.  Yes. 

-Question.  What  took  place  when  you  returned  ? 

Answer.  I  went  to  Mr.  Brown  with  it,  as  he  had  drawn  the  report, 
•4ir  liad  the  appropriation  in  his  hands, — and  told  him  that  Mr.  Cald- 
ff^ell  instructed  me  to  go  up  there.  He  took  the  warrant  and  took 
Tthe  appropriation  book  and  went  over  it  and  showed  some  of  the 
•other  Councillors  how  he  had  been  misled  by  the  standing  of  the 
.appropriation  book.  There  were  two  appropriations  for  binding  and 
stitching  last  year,  and  they  were  kept  on  two  different  pages,  and 
in  posting,  the  appropriation  blotter  they  were  both  added  together 
on  one  of  those  pages  and  the  other  page  was  left  blank  altc^ether, 
and  there  still  seemed  to  be  three  thousand  dollars  unused  of  that 
appropriation,  and  Mr.  Brown  explained  to  the  other  Councillors 
how  that  was. 
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Question.  Explained  that  it  was  all  used  up? 

Answer.  Yes ;  and  on  account  of  there  being  no  drafts  against 
that  three  thousand  dollars,  he  had  been  misled. 

Question.  He  thus  discovered  there  was  nothing  left  of  the  Appro- 
priation for  Binding  and  Stitching? 

Answer.  He  did. 

Question.  What  was  then  done  by  which  you  got  your  money? 

Answer.  The  warrant  was  changed  from  ^'Binding  and  Stitching" 
to  ^'  Free  High  Schools;  "  but  the  changing  of  the  figures  was  done 
before  the  warrant  was  drawn. 

Question.  The  warrant  was  then  changed,  and  drawn  on  the 
Appropriation  for  Free  High  Schools  ? 

Ansioer.  It  was ;  I  think  the  warrant  in  the  Treasurer's  possession 
13  altered  just  the  same  as  there. 

Question.  And  that  was  done  by  Mr.  Brown,  in  the  Council  Room  ? 

Answer.  By  one  of  the  Council. 

Question.  While  the  Council  were  present? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Was  the  warrant  delivered  to  you? 

Answer.  It  was. 

Question.  What  did  you  do  with  the  warrant? 

Ansioer.  I  went  down  to  the  Treasurer's  a  second  time,  and  got 
the  money  or  check. 

By  Mb.  INGALLS  : 

Question.  Both  warrants  were  for  the  same  amount? 
Answer.  Only  one  warrant. 

Question.  Did  not  you  go  to  the  Treasurer's  oflSce  with  a  warrant 
which  they  refused  to  pay  ? 
Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  What  was  the  amount  of  that? 
Ansioer.  Two  thousand  dollars. 

Question.  That  was  returned  to  the  Governor  and  Council? 
Answer.  It  was. 

Question.  Then  your  next  warrant? 
Answer.  The  same  warrant. 
Question.  An  alteration  made  ? 
Anstoer.  Yes. 

Question.  So  that  there  was  but  one  warrant? 
Answer.  Yes. 
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Question*  But  there  was  a  change  in  it  from  ^^  Binding  and 
Stitchmg"  to  ''Free  High  School?" 

Answer.  Yes. 

Q^estion,  Was  that  the  only  change  ? 

Answer.  It  was. 

Question.  The  report  was  changed  before  the  warrant  was  drawn  ? 

Ansv^er.  It  was,  almost  immediately.  They  had  written  twenty- 
five  hundred  dollars,  and  Councillor  Chase,  I  think,  said  he  thought 
two  thousand  dollars  would  be  enough,  if  the  work  was  only  to 
amount  to  twenty-five  hundred  or  twenty-six  hundred  dollars. 

By  Mr.  HALE : 

Question.  Was  not  a  portion  of  this  two  thousand  dollars  that  was 
advanced  to  you  before  the  work  was  done,  to  be  by  j'ou,  in  your 
intention,  expended  upon  the  Agricultural  Reports  ? 

Anstcer.  Yes. 

Question.  Was  not  that  Agricultural  Report  a  document  that  had 
not  been  ordered  by  the  previous  Legislature  ? 

Ansiver.  There  is  really  no  Agricultural  Report  being  printed ;  it 
is  an  Appendix  to  the  Agricultural  Report  of  eighteen  hundred  and 
seventy-eight,  that  Sprague,  Owen  and  Nash  had  been  printing  in  the 
early  part  of  last  year,  and  that  is  always  printed  to  complete  the 
Report.     They  stopped  doing  it. 

Question.  Was  that  embraced  in  your  contract? 

Answer.  It  was. 

Question.  How  was  that  embraced  in  your  contract  if  they  were  to 
doit? 

Anstcer.  The  binding  and  stitching  of  it  only  is  embraced  in  my 
contract. 

Question.  Is  that  covered  by  your  contract? 

Answer.  Yes,  either  by  my  own  or  the  one  I  bought  of  Smith  and 
Company. 

Question.  Is  the  Appendix  of  the  old  Report  of  the  year  that 
Sprague,  Owen  and  Nash  did  the  work,  embraced  in  your  contract 
with  the  Legislature  ? 

Answer.  No.  My  contract  covers  only  eighteen  hundred  and 
seventy-nine. 

Question.  Then  this  Appendix  is  not  embraced  in  your  contract  for 
eighteen  hundred  and  sevent^^-nine  ? 

Answer,  It  is  not. 
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Question.  Was  not  that  the  only  contract  you  had,  for  eighteen 
hundred  and  seventy-nine? 

Anmcer.  I  also  had  the  contract  for  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy- 
eight. 

Question.  With  the  Legislature  ? 

Answer.  A  legislative  contract  made  with  Smith  and  Company, 
and  they  sold  their  equity  in  it  to  me. 

Question.  That  was  simply  a  trade  you  made  with  Smith  and 
Company,  the  old  binders  for  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-eight? 

Answer.  It  was  ;  I  actually  stood  in  Smith  and  Company's  place. 

Question.  Whatever  you  did  with  them  was  by  private  contract? 

Answer.  Yes,  with  them. 

Question.  For  old  work  that  they  had  formerly  had  under  a  con- 
tract with  the  Legislature  ? 

Ansfoer.  That  they  had  on  hand  and  were  receiving  every  day 
from  the  printers. 

Question.  Some  of  this  woric  ^'ou  intended  to  do  for  this  advance 
of  two  thousand  dollars  was  work  you  had  which  you  had  bought 
out  from  them  ? 

Anstoer.  It  was  included  in  their  contract. 

Question.  Not  in  your  contract? 

Ajiswer.  No.  It  would  have  been  done  long  ago  but  for  Sprague, 
Owen  and  Nash's  hesitancy. 

Question.  Was  not  that  a  matter  that  should  have  been  appro- 
priated by  the  Legislature  as  a  deficiency,  if  you  were  doing  old 
work  for  the  year  previous  ? 

Answer.  I  presume,  properly ;  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  give  a 
decided  answer,  but  I  presume  it  ought  to  have  been. 

Question.  But  instead  of  that  you  got  the  Governor  and  Council 
—or  they  did  afterwards — pay  to  you  money  out  of  the  Free  High 
School  Fund  to  do  work  of  that  kind? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Had  you  ever  before  for  doing  work  got  anything  out 
of  the  Free  High  School  Fund? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Had  you  had  anything  to  do  with  the  Free  High  School 
Fund  before  ? 

Anstoer.  No. 

Question.  Did  you  suggest,  or  did  the  suggestion  come  from  some 
member  of  the  Council,  that  it  should  be  taken  from  the  Free  High 
School  Fund? 


390  ALTERED  BLBOTION  RETURNS. 

An»wer,  I  did  not  suggest — ^I  do  not  know — ^what  conversation 
they  had ;  I  took  a  back  seat. 

Question,  So  you  had  nothing  to  do  with  this  drawing  upon  the 
Free  High  School  Fund  yourself,  excepting  you  took  the  warrant  as 
delivered  to  you? 

Arisicer.  I  saw  the  warrant  and  it  was  changed ;  I  looked  to  see 
what  had  been  done,  and  saw  that  the  words  ^'Binding  and  Stitch- 
ing" had  been  erased,  and  ^^'Free  High  Scliooh**  written  in. 

Qaeation,  You  had  not  anything  to  do  with  the  change,  and  did 
not  suggest  it? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  If  it  had  not  been  done  you  would  not  have  got  the 
two  thousand  dollars  ? 

Answer.  I  presume  if  the  account  on  which  the  warrant  was 
drawn  had  not  been  changed — ^I  am  not  prepared  to  say  what  would 
have  been  done. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  of  any  way  you  would  have  got  it 
excepting  that  way  ? 

Answer.  They  did  not  refVise  to  pay  it ;  they  only  noted  that  the 
appropriation  had  been  drawn. 

Question.  You  know  of  no  way  you  could  have  got  the  money 
except  in  some  such  way  as  that? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  any,  unless  the  Treasurer  feit  like  paying 
the  first  warrant  and  showing  an  overdraft.  It  was  a  great  con- 
venience for  me  to  get  it,  and  I  felt  very  much  obligated.  They 
asked  me  my  reasons  for  asking  it,  and  I  referred  them  to  the  pre- 
ceding 3'ear  where  some  slight  advance  had  been  made  to  the  printers. 

BtMr.  INGALLS: 

Question.  After  the  assignment  of  the  contract  by  Smith  and 
Company  were  the  dealings  with  the  Governor  and  Council  by  you 
or  them  ? 

Answer.  I  dealt  directly  with  the  Governor  and  Council. 

Question.  What  part,  if  any,  of  this  work  had  been  done  at  the 
time  you  received  this  two  thousand  dollars  ? 

Answer.  More  or  less  of  it  was  in  an  incomplete  condition.  If  I 
have  a  book  of  one  hundred  pages,  and  I  receive  ninety-nine  I  can- 
not make  a  book  till  I  receive  the  hundredth ;  I  must  wait  till  I  get 
that  page,  if  I  have  ten  thousand  copies,  before  I  can  make  a  single 
book. 

Question.  What  part  of  the  work  was  actually  done  ? 

Answer.  At  that  period,  I  cannot  very  well  say. 
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BtIVIr.  HALE: 

Question.  What  was  it? 

Anstoer,  I  had  the  Bank  Commissioner's  Report  folded  so  far  as 
the  printers  had  given  it  to  me ;  the  Fish  Commissioners'  Report  was 
almost  completed,  within  a  few  pages  I  think  of  being  out  of  the 
printers'  hands ;  I  had  done  all  I  could  till  I  got  the  rest. 

Qv£8tion.  In  general  terms,  what  proportion  of  the  whole  ? 

Ansioer.  There  would  be  about  one-fourth  of  it. 

Question.  Why  did  3'ou  ask  for  money  in  advance  ? 

Ansioer.  It  would  be  an  accommodation  to  me  if  I  got  it. 

Question.  Was  that  a  usual  course  with  you  ? 

Answer.  No,  not  with  me.  The  last  time  I  asked  them  for 
money  in  presenting  bUls  and  vouchers  it  was  on  account  of  current 
account. 

Question.  For  work  that  had  been  done  ?  ' 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Why  in  this  particular  case  did  you  want  this  advance? 

Answer.  1  had  no  special  object  except  in  getting  accommodation. 

Question.  Did  you  use  this  money? 

Answer.  More  or  less  of  it. 

Question.  Have  you  returned  any  portion  of  it? 

Anstjoer.  No. 

Question.  Have  you  accounted  for  it? 

Answer.  I  have  not  rendered  any  bill  since. 

Question.  What  is  your  bill  now  ? 

Answer.  1  have  not  that  in  detail ;  some  vouchers  I  have  not  got. 

Question.  Why  was  it  you  wanted  this  advance  at  that  particular 
tune? 

Answer.  I  cannot  give  any  particular  answer.  It  was  to  be  an 
accommodation  to  me.  One  reason  was,  I  was  working  all  the  year, 
and  borrowed  capital  and  had  to  meet  my  engagements  at  the  end 
of  the  year ;  and  my  business  would  be  more  or  less  unsettled ;  I 
could  not  wind  it  up  complete  at  the  end  of  the  year ;  if  I  could  get 
that  I  knew  it  would  help  me  out  to  square  my  indebtedness  and 
stiU  leave  me  enough  to  complete  the  work ;  otherwise  I  should 
have  had  to  have  tried  to  get  funds  elsewhere. 

Question.  You  had  not  done  the  work  for  this  money  ?  * 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  It  might  be  taken  away  from  you? 
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Answer.  1  did  not  think  the  State  would  go  back  on  its  contract. 

Question,  Your  contract  did  not  embrace  this  Appendix  you  were 
doing ;  it  was  only  that  you  had  bought  out  Smith  and  Compan}'? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  I  can  make  you  understand. 

Qaestion.  Your  contract  that  you  made  with  the  Committee  of  the 
Legislature  did  not  embrace  this  old  defieieuc}'  of  Smith  and  Ck>m- 
pany  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  had  been  on  under  your  contract  and  had  done 
your  work  up  to  that  date  and  had  got  your  pay  for  it? 

Ansu^er.  Yes,  all  the  work  I  had  done  ;  I  had  not  completed  all  tiie 
work  my-  contract  covered. 

Question.  Wh&t  you  had  got  pay  for  was  under  your  contract? 

Answer.  Partly  under  mine  and  partly  under  Smith's,  more  under 
Smith's  than  my  own. 

Question.  This  Appendix  which  you  were  at  work  on  and  which 
3'ou  had  got  about  one-fourth  of  it,  was  work  you  were  doing  which 
3'ou  had  bought,  the  old  contract  and  right  of  Smith  and  Compan^^s  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  It  was  a  deficiency  of  their  work  which  they  had  not 
done? 

Answer.  Yes ;  that  is,  it  was  not  printed  when  they  got  through. 
When  I  said 'one-fourth  I  meant  one-fourth  of  the  entire  work — I 
presented  to  the  Council. 

By  Mr.  INGALLS  : 

Question.  That  would  be  about  six  hundred  or  seven  hundred  of 
the  two  thousand  dollars? 

Answer.  Yes.     Five  hundred  or  six  hundred. 

Question.  And  the  fourteen  hundred  dollars  was  in  advanoe  for 
work  not  done  ? 

Answer.  It  was  all  actually  in  advance. 

Question.  No  part  of  the  work  was  available? 

Answer.  No  part  of  the  work  was  completed. 

Question.  No  vouchers  rendered  ? 

Answer.  No.    They  are  not  supposed  to  know  that  the  work  is 

'done  till  vouchers  are  presented. 

• 

Alexander  J.  Cameron,  recoMed  March  8^  1880,  P.  M. 

By  Mr.  HALE : 

Question.   On  the  first  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and 
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eighty,  of  the  item  fbrniahed  by  you  to  the  Grovemor  and  Council  as 
work  unfinished,  to  wit:  ^^5000  Abstra^it  of  County  AgricuUurdl 
Societiea,  f  1^600"  what  proportion  had  you  then  done? 

Answer.  Little  or  nothing. 

Question.  Had  you,  in  fact,  done  any  stitching  or  binding  upon 
that  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  No  stitching  or  binding,  nothing  more  than  what  little 
folding  there  was. 

Question.  Even  at  the  present  time  have  you  done  any  stitching 
or  binding? 

ATiswer.  Not  of  any  account ;  nothing  but  the  folding. 

Question.  Up  to  the  present  time  you  have  done  nothing  of  the 
stitching  or  binding? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  In  fact,  the  work  has  not  come  into  your  hands  from 
the  printers  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Isn't  the  folding  a  comparatively  small  item? 

Answer.  It  is. 

Question.  So,  really,  there  was  nothing  on  the  first  day  of  Jan- 
uary in  the  way  of  beginning  work  relating  to  the  Appendix  or 
Abstract? 

Answer.  Comparatively  nothing. 

Question.  You  know  of  no  appropriation  by  the  Legislature,  or 
order  for  this? 

Answer.  No,  not  especially. 


March  8,  1880,  P.  M. 

Samuel  L.  Boabdman,  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  HALE : 

Question.  Live  in  Augusta? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  formerly  been  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture of  the  State  ? 

Answer.  I  have. 

Question.  When  did  you  begin  acting  as  Secretary,  and  when  did 
you  cease? 

Answer.  I  commenced  acting  as  Secretary  in  eighteen  hundred 
and  seventy-two  or  seyenty-three,  and  my  duties  ceased  the  end  of 
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the  second  quarter  in  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine ;  that  is, 
the  last  of  June. 

Question.  What  was  your  duty  with  reference  to  the  making  up  of 
the  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  published  by  the 
State? 

Answer,  I  fhrnished  all  the  copy. 

Question.  In  what  way  is  the  volume  constituting  the  Report 
divided  ? 

Answer.  It  is  divided  into  two  parts ;  the  first  part,  or  the  Report 
of  the  Secretary  of  l!he  Board  proper,  including  about  half  of  the 
volume,  is*printed  first,  and  ordinarily  is  completed  and  printed  for 
the  year  in  season  to  be  delivered  to  the  Legislature  when  it  meets 
in  January. 

Question.  For  each  year? 

Answer.  Yes ;  the  Report  for  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine 
being  printed  and  bound  ready  for  delivery,  ready  for  the  members 
of  the  Legislature  in  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine  and  eighty. 

Question.  Provided  any  such  Report  had  been  ordered  that  year? 

Aifiswer.  Yes. 

Question.  You  only  used  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine  as  an 
instance  ? 

Answer.  That  is  all.  I  would,  use  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy- 
eight  to  illustrate,  the  same.  There  is  a  second  part  of  the  Report, 
sometimes  called  the  Appendix  or  Abstract,  which  includes  the 
official  matter  relating  to  transactions  of  County  Societies  for  the 
year.  The  Agricultural  Societies  have  till  the  third  Wednesday 
of  December  of  each  year  to  send  in  their  returns,  and  some  of 
them  don't  get  them  in  at  that  time, — sometimes  they  come  later. 
The  second  part,  or  Abstract,  is  made  up  from  those  returns,  and 
that  part,  although  it  forms  a  part  of  the  Volume  for  the  year,  is 
usually  printed  after  the  adjournment  of  the  Legislature.  That  part, 
while  the  copy  may  be  read^',  the  printers  have  usually  delayed  in 
printing,  on  account  of  the  pressure  of  Legislative  work ;  conse- 
quently the  printing  of  that  has  gone  by  as  late  as  May. 

Q;aestion.  Taking  for  instance  the  Agricultural  Report  for  eighteen 
hundred  and  seventy-seven,  the  second  part  called  the  Appendix  or 
Abstract  would  not  be  completed  till  after  the  adjournment  of  the 
Legislature  of  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-eight? 

Answer.  That  is  what  I  wish  to  be  understood. 

Q;aestion.  So  that  the  volume  would  not  be  ready  till  along  in 
early  summer? 
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Answer.  Yes ;  June  or  July,  the  completed  yolume  comprising  the 
two  parts. 

Question.  Of  the  year  succeeding  the  year  that  it  reports? 

Anmjoer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Having  given  that  general  information,  I  call  your 
attention  specially  to  the  Agricultural  Report  for  the  year  eighteen 
hundred  and  seventy-eight,  and  ask  you  to  state  what  portion  of 
that  had  been  completed  and  ready  for  printing  and  binding  at  the 
end  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-eight? 

Ajismer.  At  the  end  Qf  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy- 
eight  the  first  part  of  that  Report  was  all  printed  and  bound,  and 
had  been  delivered  to  the  Legislature  of  eighteen  hundred  and 
seventy-eight  and  seventy-nine,  printed  and  bound. 

Question.  At  that  time  you  were  Secretary  of  the  Board  ? 

Ajiswer.  I  was. 

Question.  And,  as  such,  bound  to  fhmish  copy  for  the  report? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  What  was  the  practical  operation  of  the  act  of  March 
sixth,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  in  reference  to  prohibit- 
ing the  payment  of  money  for  agricultural  purposes,  upon  the  Agri- 
cultural Report  of  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine?' 

Answer.  I  understood  that  it  suspended  all  labor  and  work  for 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine. 

Question.  When  were  you  removed  from  office? 

Answer.  I  resigned  my  position ;  I  cannot  give  the  date  of  my 
resignation,  but  it  was  during  the  second  quarter  of  the  year  eighteen 
hundred  and  seventy-nine,  to  take  effect  at  the  end  of  the  quarter. 

Que^ion.  Had  the  salary  been,  by  the  Legislature  of  that  year, 
cut  down? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  From  what  to  what? 

Answer.  From  eight  hundred  dollars  and  expenses  to  one  hundred 
dollars,  including  expenses. 

Question.  At  that  time,  after  the  passage  of  the  act  of  March 
sixth,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  had  you  undertaken  or 
completed  the  work  of  preparing  the  Abstract  or  Appendix  for  the 
Report  of  eiighteen  hundred  and  seventy-eight? 

Answer.  I  had  done  nothing  to  it. 

Question.  Did  you  consider  it  was  a  part  of  your  duty,  if  so 
ordered  by  the  proper  official,  to  complete  that,  as  a  part  of  your 
work  for  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-eight? 
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Anstoer.  I  did ;  I  should  say  that  the  proper  returns  to  be  made 
by  the  Agricultaral  Societies,  which  would  make  up  the  Abstract  of 
eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  were  in  my  hands,  and  it  would 
have  devolved  upon  me  to  have  prepared  those  for  the  printer, 
forming  the  second  part  of  the  Report. 

Question.  Even  if  your  term  had  expired? 

Answer.  Yes.    . 

Question.  That  was  your  duty? 

Aiiswer.  Yes,  acting  under  a  precedent, — ^my  only  guide, — in  con- 
nection  with  a  similar  case  where  my  prede<}e88or  did  the  same. 

Question.  Without  any  extra  charge  ? 

Answer.  So  far  as  my  knowledge  goes. 

Question.  You  consider  that  coming' within  the  scope  of  3'our 
duty  for  the  year  you  acted? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  Why  didn't  you  go  on  and  complete  those  Abstracts ; 
what  were  yoxx  waiting  for? 

Answer.  I  supposed  that  the  reduction  of  the  salary  and  doing 
away  with  the  printing  of  any  Report  rendered  it  unnecessary  for 
me  to  move  in  the  matter  of  furnishing  any  more  copy. 

Question.  You  supposed  there  was  to  be  no  agricultural  printing 
that  year? 

Answer.  I  so  understood  from  the  law. 

Question.  Either  of  the  year  before,  or  that  year  ? 

Answer.  I  understood  that  the  law  of  eighteen  hundred  and 
seventy-nine  prohibited  the  payment  of  any  money  for  any  agricul- 
tural purposes  whatever,  including  printing. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  communication  or  correspondence 
with  reference  to  this  work  upon  the  second  part  of  the  Report 
of  eighteen  hundred  and  seventj'-eight,  with  either  the  public  printer 
or  public  binder? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  Have  you  any  letters  that  you  will  produce  in  reference 
to  that? 

Answer.  I  have  had  some  conferences  with  and  letters  from  the 
public  binder.  I  have  had  no  conference  or  business  with  the  pablic 
printers  till  I  began  to  give  out  copy  to  them  to  be  printed.  I  had 
interviews  with  the  public  binder,  I  think,  previous  to  the  receipt 
of  any  letters  from  him. 

Questixm.  What  did  the  public  binder  desire  you  to  do? 
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Answer.  The  binder,  at  two  or  three  different  times  during  the 
early  part  of  the  jear  1879,  as  I  would  me«t  him  occasionally  on  the 
streets  here,  would  inquire  if  the  copy  fcx  the  Abstract  was  in  my 
hands  and  if  he  could  induce  the  Council  to  go  on  with  the  printing, 
if  I  would  be  in  position  to  furnish  copy.  I  said  to  him  that  the 
copy  was  in  my  hands  and  I  could  ftirnish  it.  Subsequently  to 
these  interviews — ^my  home  being  in  Augusta — I  was  in  Augusta 
about  every  two  weeks,  and  occasionally  met  him.  I  think  I  did 
not  go  into  the  bindery  to  see  him  during  the  year ;  but  would  occa- 
sionally meet  him  on  the  streets,  and  might  have  met  him  several 
times  when  nothing  was  said,  but  did  meet  him  two  or  three  times 
when  we  did  speak  of  it.  After  that  I  received  letters  from  him  in 
relation  to  my  furnishing  copy  for  the  Abstract. 

Question.  Have  you  any  letter  here  ? 

Ai\9wer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  now  produce  a  letter  from  Cameron,  State 
Binder  to  me,  dated  "  June  24, 1879:'  which  is  marked  ''ExhibU 
27,  O,  Z>.  JB.,  Clerk  of  Committee:*  [Witness  reads  letter  to  Com- 
mittee.] 

Question.  The  work  he  refers  to  there  is  the  first  part  of  the  work 
of  volume  for  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-eight? 

Answer.  All  of  it. 

Question.  That  letter  shows  that  on  the  day  on  which  it  was  writ- 
ten, June  twenty-four,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  he  had 
completed  that  part  of  the  work  of  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy- 
eight? 

Answer.  Tes,  sir. 

Question.  And  he  refers  there  tq  being  able  to  complete  the  whole 
of  that  work  in  time  to  settle  his  next  account? 

Answer.  He  does. 

Question.  I  hand  you  letter  marked  ^^  Exhibit  28,  G.  D.  B.,  Clerk 
of  Committee  f 

Answer.  It  is  a  letter  from  Cameron,  Public  Binder,  to  me,  dated 
''  Augusta,  Sept.  12,  1879 :*    [Witness  reads  letter  to  Committee.] 

Question.  The  Abstract  that  Cameron  refers  to  in  this  letter  is 
what  is  sometimes  called  the  Appendix  to  the  Report? 

Answer.  It  is. 

Question.  At  the  time  when  that  letter  was  written,  September 
twelve,  nothing  had  been  done*  by  you  with  the  copy  for  the  Abstract 
or  Appendix  of  the  work  of  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-eight? 

Answer.  Nothing  whatever ;  it  was  in  my  hands. 
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Question.  Identify  the  letter  marked  «'  Exhibit  29,  O.  D.  J5.,  Clerk 
of  Committee ^^*  and  give  the  date  ? 

Answer.  ^''Augusta,  Sept.  15 y  1679^*'  from  Cameron,  Public 
Binder.     [Witness  reads  letter  to  Committee.] 

Question.  Did  you  at  that  time  or  about  that  time  receive  a  written 
communication  from  the  Secretary  or  Deputy  Secretary  of  State  ? 

Answer.  I  think  I  did  a  few  days  after  that. 

Question.  Is  ^^  Exhibit  30,  O.  D.  JB.,  Clerk  of  Committee,'*  which 
you  present,  the  communication  you  refer  to  ? 

Answer.  It  is.  It  is  dated  "  Augusta,  Sept.  15,  1879, '^  from  P. 
A.  Sawyer,  Deputy  Secretary  of  State.  It  bears  the  official  head- 
ing of  the  office.     [Witness  reads  letter  to  Committee.] 

Question.  Up  to  that  date  had  yoU  any  authorit}^  or  orders  or 
directions  from  anybody  in  authority  to  go  on  with  furnishing  copy 
for  the  Abstract  or  Appendix  for  the  report  of  eighteen  hundred  and 
seventy-eight? 

Answer.  I  had  not. 

Question.  Did  you  receive  from  the  Secretary'  of  State  or  Deputy 
Secretary  after  that  or  about  that  time  any  further  verbal  orders  to 
go  on  and  f\imish  it? 

Answer.  I  was  in  Augusta  a  few  days  after  the  receipt  of  this 
letter  and  met  Mr.  Sawyer  on  State  street,  in  company  with  General 
Leavitt,  and,  after  speaking  a  moment  to  him  and  referring  to  the 
subject  of  this  letter,  said  to  him  that  I  had  been  waiting  for  an 
order — what  I  regarded  as  an  order — ^from  the  proper  authorities  to 
give  out  the  copv ;  and  stated  to  him  that  I  hardl}'  regarded  his  last 
letter  as  an  order.  He  replied  that  he  wished  me  to  consider  it  as 
such,  or  ^' I  give  you  the  order  now  to  furnish  the  copy,"  or  that  I 
might  consider  it  an  order,  or  words  to  that  effect. 

Question.  Did  you  consider  the  letter  and  communication,  what 
he  said  to  you,  an  order  from  the  Secretary  of  State's  office? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  That  was  in  the  latter  half  of  September? 

Anstoer.  Yes. 

Question.  Have  you  since  then  fhmished  to  the  Public  Printer  of 
that  year  any  or  aU  of  the  copy  for  the  Abstract  or  Appendix  for 
the  report  of  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-eight? 

Answer.  1  have,  all  of  it. 

Question.  When  did  you  furnish  it? 

Answer.  Enough  for  the  printers  to  commence  on,  immediately 
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after  the  receipt  of  the  order,  and  copy  which  came  in  subsequently , 
at  a  later  date. 

Question.  Have  you  ftbmished  any  within  the  last  three  months? 

Answer,  I  have. 

Question.  When  did  you  fhrnish  the  last,  or  completion? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  definitely,  but  since  January. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  since  that  time  been  behindhand  in  fur- 
nishing whenever  the  Public  Printer  wanted  copy,  or  have  you  been 
laigely  ahead? 

Answer.  No.     They  have  always  had  copy  in  advance. 

Question.  What  is  the  course  when  you  fiimish  copy, — ^to  whom 
is  the  proof  returned  for  correction  ? 

Answer.  Always  to  me, — ^the  proof  of  my  Report,  always  has  been. 

Question.  Of  course  it  goes  through  the  printer  before  it  goes  to 
the  binder? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  On  the  thirty-first  day  of  December,  eighteen  hundred 
and  seventy-nine,  the  end  of  the  year,  what  portion  of  the  copy 
that  you  had  fomished  for  the  second  part,  the  Abstract  or  Appen- 
dix for  the  Report  of  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  had  come 
back  to  you  from  the  Public  Printer? 

Answer.  But  very  little. 

Qnestion.  Up  to  the  present  time,  what  portion  of  this  work  has 
come  back  to  you,  for  correction,  from  the  Public  Printer? 

Answer.  So  much, — ^what  I  hold  in  my  hand. 

Question.  How  many  forms,  and  how  man}'  pages  does  that  com- 
prehend ? 

Ansioer.  Five  forms ;  I  find  that  some  of  the  sheets  are  gone. 

Question.  Five  forms,  making  how  many  pages? 

Answer.  Making  eighty  pages. 

Question.  What  proportion  of  that,  in  your  judgment,  had  come 
back  to  you  from  the  Public  Printer  up  to  the  first  of  January', 
eighteen  hundred  and  eighty  ? 

Answer.  Possibly  three  forms,  making  forty-eight  pages. 

Question.  Can  the  Public  Binder  do  anj-thing  in  the  way  either  of 
stitching  or  binding  on  that  work  till  it  all  comes  into  his  hands 
from  the  printer? 

Answer.  No,  he  can't  stitch  it  or  bind  it ;  he  can  fold  it. 

Question.  So  that  the  Public  Binder  cannot,  up  to  this  date,  have 
done  any  thing  in  the  way  of  stitching  or  binding  upon  the  Abstract 
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r 
or  Appendix  to  the  Report  of  eighteen  handred  and  serenty- 

eight? 

Ansvser.  No,  it  is  not  possible. 

Question.  Of  course  he  couldn't  have  done  it  on  the  first  of  Jan- 
uary? 

Answer,  No. 

Question.  What  is  the  only  thing  the  Public  Binder  could  do  on 
those  sheets  till  he  got  them  all  in  ? 

Answer.  He  could  fold  them  from  the  flat  sheet  to  the  form  of  this 
I  hold  in  my  hand. 

Question.  Is  that  a  matter  of  comparatively  slight  labor? 

Ansrver.  I  should  judge  it  was. 

Question.  If  he  had  had,  up  to  the  first  of  January,  eighteen  han- 
dred and  eighty,  forty-eight  pages,  could  it  have  taken  many  days' 
work  to  have  folded  those  ? 

Answer.  I  should  think  not. 

Qiiesdon.  So  that  really  he  had  not  entered  into  any  extent  of 
the  work  of  the  second  part,  the  Appendix  or  Abstract  of  the 
Report  of  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  on  the  first  day 
of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty  ? 

Answer.  He  had  not. 

Question.  So  far  as  the  first  part  of  that  report  of  that  year  goes, 
his  letter  of  June  discloses  the  condition  that  was  in,  so  that  by  both 
the  condition  of  the  whole  work  is  shown? 

An^swer.  1  think  so,  to  any  one  that  can  understand  work  of  this 
kind. 

By  Mr.  INGALLS  : 

Question.  About  how  many  pages  would  this  whole  Abstract 
make? 

Answer.  It  has  usually  made  about  half  the  completed  volume. 
The  Abstract  for  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-eight  would  have 
been  very  much  less  than  usual. 

Qu^tion.  I  show  you  paper  ^^ Exhibit  31,  O.D.  J5.,  Clerk  of  Com-- 
mittee"    Do  you  know  S.  L.  Goodale's  hand  writing? 

Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  Look  at  the  two  papers,  ^^Exliibit  31  j  O.  D.  B.^  Qlerk 
of  Committee,''  and  ''Exhibit  32,  G.  D.  B.,  Clerk  of  CommUtee,"^ 
and  see  if  you  recognize  them  as  letters  of  Cameron  to  Goodale, 
and  Goodale's  reply  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  I  think  I  recognize  them  both. 
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March  9,  1880,  P.  M. 
Geobgb  G.  Stact,  moom  and  examined, 

Bt  Mb.  STROUT  : 

Qmstion,  Residence? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  whether  my  residence  is  Portland  or  Paris. 
A  part  of  my  household  furniture  is  in  Paris ;  my  family  is  in  Port- 
land ;  I  am  stopping  here  temporarily. 

Question.  What  office  did  you  hold  for  the  year  ending  with  Jan- 
11&I7)  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty  ? 

Answer.  State  Librarian. 

Question.  When  did  you  enter  upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of 
that  office  ? 

Answer.  I  think  about  the  middle  of  February,  eighteen  hundred 
and  seventy-nine.  My  commission  was  for  the  term  of  three  3^ears 
unless  sooner  removed.  I  served  from  about  the  middle  of  February 
tin  the  twenty-sixth  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty. 

Question.  That  is,  you  were  ^^  sooner  removed  f 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  State  what  salary  you  received  as  Librarian? 

Anstoer.  Six  hundred  dollars.  For  distributing  documents,  and' 
extra  services,  I  think  I  received  two  hundred  seventy-one,  or  two 
hundred  sixty-nine  dollars,  or  somewhere  thereabouts.  The  account 
on  ffie  in  the  Secretary  of  State's  office  will  show  the  amount. 

Question.  During  that  time  did  you  take  the  ^'Evening  Adver- 
tiser?" 

Ansfjoer.  I  took  it,  and  it  came  to  the  Library  at  the  same  time, 
evening  or  morning.     It  was  there  before  I  went  there. 

Question.  How  many  copies  of  the  "  Daily  Advertiser"  did  you 
take? 

Answer.  There  was  a  copy  came  to  the  Libraiy  and  one  to  me  on 
my  own  account.  I  had  taken  it  for  years — I  do  not  know  but  ten ;  I 
think  Mr.  Richardson  has  sent  it  to  me  ever  since  it  was  published. 

Question.  Did  you  take  any  copy  or  copies  of  the  '^Boston"  or- 
"  New  York  Herald?" 

Answer.  Not  at  the  Library ;  I  supplied  the  "Advertiser."  Copies, 
of  the  papers — ^I  think  every  one,  or  nearly  every  one  sent  to  the  office 
— are  incomplete,  imperfect.  The  numbers  stray  away.  I  supplied 
some  through  Mr.  Caldwell,  who  is  generally  very  carefVd  about  pre- 
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serving  the  numbers ;  I  know  when  I  was  there  in  the  Library  from 
eighteen  handred  and  sixty-one  to  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-eight, 
every  year  he  supplied  more  or  less  of  those  numbers. 

Question,  Did  you  take  any  copies  of  the  '' Herald"  as  State 
Librarian  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  ''New  York"  or  "Boston  Herald r 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Or  any  *'  Herald?" 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Did  you  take  any  copies  of  the  ''  Maine  Standard?^ 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  do  not  know  but  the  latter  part  of  the  year 
it  wight  have  been  sent  there ;  I  took  it  myself,  and  for  years. 

Q^i£Btion.  Did  you  take  any  unbound  cc^ies  of  the  ''Maine 
Standard?" 

Answer p  The  copies  sent  in  the  last  of  my  being  there  but  not 
before. 

Question.  Did  you  take  any  copies  of  the  "  Commercial  Bulletin  ?" 

Answer.  Not  for  the  Library. 

Question.  Did  you  for  the  State  in  any  capacity? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Q;uestion.  Did  you  take  any  copies  of  the  "  Maine  State  Press?" 

Answer.  No,  sir;  the  "Daily  Press"  was  sent  to  tte  Library. 
There  were  missing  numbers  and  I  could  not  have  it  bound. 

Question.  Examine  the  two  exhibits,  the  report  and  the  account 
attached  to  "  ExhibU  33,  G.  D.  J5.,  Clerk  of  Committee;'  and  state 
whether  or  not  it  was  a  report  drawn  in  your  favor,  and  whether  the 
copy  of  the  account  is  a  proper  voucher  for  it? 

Answer.  This  is  my  account ;  I  do  not  know  anything  about  the 
report. 

Question.  Is  the  account  in  your  hand  writing? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  I  find  by  the  report  that  the  Standing  Committee  on 
State  Library  state,  ''HhcU  they  have  examined  said  accofWfU  and  find 
ike  same  correctly  cast,  leaving  a  balance  in  the  hands  of  said  Stacy 
of  $47.46."  Isn't  that  the  amount  that  is  mentioned  in  the  account 
as  the  balance  due  you  ? 

Answer.  No ;  it  is  due  the  State  from  me. 

Question.  Have  you  any  doubt  that  those  two  documents  came 
tc^ether  ? 
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Answer.  I  cannot  tell  you ;  I  have  not  the  remotest  idea  as  to  the 
report. 

QuesUon.  Did  you  ever  put  in  any  other  account  where  there  was 
a  balance  due  of  forty-seven  dollars  and  forty-six  cents? 

Answer,  I  think  not ;  I  do  not  remember  that  I  ever  did. 

Question.  I  find  you  charge  the  State,  for  eighteen  hundred  and 
seventy-nine,  to  amount  paid  for  copies  of  '^  Daily  Advertiser," 
twenty-four  dollars. 

Answer.  That  is  correct.  That  is  for  five  volumes  fhmished 
bound,  in  the  Library. 

Question.  What  was  that? 

Answer.  ^'Portland  DaOy  Advertiser,"  to  make  up  the  set.  The 
same  thing  was  continued  for  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine. 
This  was  prior  to  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  I  think. 

Question.  Three  copies  of  the  ^'  Herald?" 

Answer.  Yes,  the  same  of  the  '^  Bulletin"  and  of  the  '^  Press." 

Question.  One  bound  copy  of  the  ''Maine  Standard,"  three 
dollars? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Unbound  ''  Standard,"  four  copies,  eight  dollars? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  think  that  was  to  complete  a  set. 

Question.  Two  cc^ies  of  ''Commercial  Bulletin,"  eight  dollars? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Six  cc^ies  of  "  Maine  State  Press,"  eighteen  dollars? 

Ansu>er.  That  is  correct. 

Question.  Do  you  say  in  each  instance  you  paid  out  that  amount? 

Answer.  Yes.  They  are  placed  in  the  Library.  The  book-binder 
will  testify  they  were  delivered  to  the  Library,  and  are  there  to-day, 
unless  they  have  been  taken  out  since  I  left. 

Question.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  those  were  separate  copies  ? 

Answer.  Separate  copies  of  prior  dates. 

Question.  Bound  up? 

Answer.     Yes. 

Question.  Not  copies  that  were  taken? 

Answer.  No ;  but  they  were  bound  up. 

Question.  We  have  a  telegram,  in  answer  to  inquiries,  from  Mr. 
Pollen.  "  PorOand  Jft.,  Feb.  19,  ISSO.  To  Hon.  Andrew  Hawes. 
Stacy  had  no  papers  and  paid  for  none  during  last  year  nor  for 
many  years  past.    Stanley  PuUen." 

Answer.  That  is  correct)  the  prior  numbers.     The  papers  were 
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all  prior  dates,  and  they  were  paid  for ;  I  had  no  dealings  with  Fal- 
len for  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine. 

Question.  Was  there  a  bill  rendered  and  paid  and  ^receipted  from 
the  "Press"  office,  of  those  papers? 

Answer.  No,  I  think  not. 

Question.  With  whom  did  you  make  the  contract  for  the  par- 
chase  ? 

Answer.  I  have  taken  the  ''  Press,"  I  think,  ever  since  it  was 
established,  and  those  papers  were  sent  to  me  and  I  put  them  in  the 
Library ;  had  them  bound  up  at  the  expense  of  the  State,  and  had 
them  put  into  the  Library  and  charged  to  the  State. 

Question.  They  were  old  papers  you  had  on  hand  ? 

Answer.  They  were  papers  of  prior  date  to  eighteen  hundred  and 
seventy-nine  that  I  had,  that  I  owned,  that  were  paid  for  prior  to 
eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  but  the  copies  were  not  bound 
till  last  year. 

Question.  I  have  here  a  letter  from  "  Boston  Herald."  "  Boston^ 
Feb'y  21st^  1880.  Andrew  Hatoes^  Esq.  Dear  Sir.  Tours  of  the 
18th  is  at  hand.  We  have  been  unable  to  find  any  payment  from  G. 
G.  Stacy  or  any  papers  sent  during  last  year.  Hoping  this  mU 
prove  satisfactory^  we  remain^  yours^  R.  M.  Pulsifer  A  Co." 

Answer.  That  is  correct.  There  is  no  paper  charged  last  year  to 
the  Library.    They  were  of  prior  date. 

Question.  Do  I  understand  you  that  those  copies  of  papers  were 
papers  that  you  had  come  to  you  personally,  before  that? 

Answer.  Yes,  that  is  the  correct  version  and  the  truth  about  it. 

Question.  Did  you  own  them  ? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  Were  they  aU  of  the  same  year?        ^ 

Answer.  Different  years ;  diflferent  papers  were  of  different  years. 
There  were  several  kinds — ''Herald,"  "Press,"  "Advertaser,*' 
"  Standard,"  and  I  do  not  know  whether  any  more  or  not ;  but  the 
account  is  correct. 

Question.  Then  they  are  not  papers  that  you  had  taken  and  paid 
for  while  you  were  Librarian? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Old  papers  which  you  owned  personally  and  put  iato 
the  Library? 

Afiswer.  Yes. 

Question.  Is  the  same  true  of  the  "  Commercial  Bulletin?" 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  I  have  here  an  answer  to  a  letter  sent  the  ^'  Commercial 
Bulletin" :  ^^  Boston^  Feb.  21^  1880.  Mr.  Andrew  Hatvea,  AtigtuOa, 
Me.  Dear  Sir:  Tours  of  19th  aJt  hand.  In  reply  would  say  that  one 
O.  G.  Stacy  was  a  subscriber  to  the  BuUetin  from  April  5,  1873^  to 
Nov.  21^  1876^  for  which  was  paid  us  f  14.50.  Tours  truly ^  Curtis 
QuUd  &  Co:*    Was  that  the  ''Bulletin"  you  put  into  the  Library? 

Answer.  It  is  a  portion  of  it ;  I  do  not  know  how  much  I  put  in. 
This  account  specifies,  and  the  volumes  are  there  to  show  for  them- 
selves.    This  account  was  made  up  according  to  the  fact. 

Question.  Is  that  true  of  the  "Daily  Advertiser"? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  ' '  Daily  Portland  Advertiser  "  ? 

Answer.  Yes.  The  ''Boston  Advertiser"  was  made  up  by  Mr. 
Caldwell,  I  think. 

Question.  When  was  it  you  had  taken  these  papers  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  remember  the  dates. 

Question.  You  had  kept  files  of  them? 

Answer.  Yes,  carefully ;  I  do  nearly  all  the  papers  I  take,  and  if 
I  lack  one  I  generally  supply  it  and  have  it  perfect. 

Question.  Did  you  charge  for  these  papers  the  same  amount  that 
you  would  for  new  papers  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  the  same  amount  I  paid,  I  think. 

Question.  I  find  in  an  account  rendered  by  yourself  that  I  show 
you,  marked  ''^Exhibit  34.  O.  D.  -B.,  Clerk  of  Committee^*'  an  item 
under  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  ''''Amount  paid 
E.  S.  ToMe,  $292." 

Answer.  I  can  answer  that  without  looking,  and  the  vouchers  were 
filed,  and  I  have  another  in  the  hands  of  the  Council  at  the  present 
time ;  that  was  paid  for  postage  stamps  of  different  denominations, 
which  were  put  on  to  documents  sent  to  different  States  and  towns, 
and  individuals,  instead  of  sending  by  express,  as  usual.  We 
weighed  them  and  found  we  could  send  them  for  nearly  half  as 
much  as  by  express.  Large  packages  weighing  four  pounds,  we 
couldn't  send  b}^  mail,  and  they  were  sent  by  express.  In  all  cases 
where  we  sent  them  we  prepaid  them.  The  most  of  them  are  sent 
to  the  Library  in  that  way  fh>m  different  States. 

Qae^ion.  Look  at  the  account  shown  you,  and  state  whether  it  is 
in  your  hand  writing? 

Answer.  Yes. 
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Question.  Did  you  get  these  postage  stamps  at  one  time  ? 

Answer.  No ;  I  think  I  got  them  at  two  different  times,  and  two 
vouchers  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Council  at  the  time  the 
account  was  rendered. 

Qy£stion.  I  find  charged  here,  ^^  For  distributing  documents  and 
exchanges  for  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-eight  and  nine^  $269.^ 

Answer.  Yes.  Every  Librarian  that  has  had  a  commission  since 
the  office  was  created  has  received  two  hundred  dollars  a  year  for 
the  distiibution  of  documents  and  exchanges,  and  the  year  prior  my 
predecessor  hadn't  distributed  them.  They  did  not  get  in,  in  time, 
or  something.  I  distributed  them  for  nearly  two  whole  years ;  I 
made  an  account ;  I  talked  with  the  Council  about  it  and  told  them 
how  the  matter  stood,  and  instead  of  charging  four  hundred  dollars 
as  I  should  have  been  entitled  to  if  I  had  claimed  it  under  the  prac- 
tice, I  charged  two  hundred  and  sixty-nine  dollars,  if  those  are  the 
figures ;  whatever  is  charged  in  the  account  I  claimed  for  services 
in  distributing  these  documents,  and  it  was  granted. 

QiLCstion.  This  two  hundred  and  sixty-nine  dollars  is  for  personal 
services  ? 

Answer.  Yes.  It  covered  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy- 
nine  and  the  year  previous. 

Question.  What  was  the  nature  of  the  documents  distributed? 

Answer,  The  Laws,  Agricultural  Report,  Law  Reports,  Journals, 
Year  Book ;  and  those  years  we  had  the  ^^  Maine  Historical,  Vol.  2," 
I  think,  and  three  large  volumes  of  what  we  call  public  reports, 
made  by  the  heads  of  departments,  and  Legislative  documents. 
All  that  are  published  by  the  St^te  we  distribute  to  the  dififerent 
States  and  institutions,  then  we  distribute  to  towns. 

Question.  For  which  you  charged  extra,  over  and  above  yoar  sal- 
aiy  or  compensation  aa  Librarian? 

Answer.  Yes.     That  has  been  the  practice  always. 

Question.  What  other  emoluments  or  perquisites  did  you  receive  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  received  a  dollar.  My  account 
shows  I  have  overpaid  about  six  or  seven  dollars.  The  State  owes 
me  six  or  seven  dollars.  The  sum  appropriated  was  five  hundred 
dollars.  My  predecessor  expended  thirty  or  forty  dollars,  and  a 
warrant  was  drawn  for  me  for  the  balance,  I  do  not  remember  how 
much,  but  four  hundred  dollars  and  something.  I  do  not  know 
whether  I  received  any  other  emoluments  or  not,  but  all  my  accounts 
are  in  the  hands  of  the  Council. 
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Question.  Was  the  whole  appropriation  exhausted  ? 

Awfwer.  Yes.     Before  I  got  any,  debts  were  paid  out  of  it. 

Question.  Besides  this  item  of  two  hundred  and  sixty-nine  dollars, 
exclusive  of  that  were  there  regular  contract  prices  with  the  express 
company  for  the  transportation  of  matters  of  the  State? 

Answer.  I  never  knew  there  was ;  I  was  there  a  good  many  years, 
and  they  have  always  charged  what  they  had  a  mind  to.  I  have 
known  them  to  charge  seventeen  hundred  dollars  a  3^ear.  I  think 
last  year  the  expense  was  less  than  four  hundred  dollars,  on  account 
of  the  change  in  the  mode  of  sending.  I  think  eight  hundred  dol- 
lars was  appropriated,  and  I  received  four  hundred  dollars  for  differ- 
ent purposes  specified  in  the  bill,  and  the  balance  of  it — I  never 
knew  what  became  of  it. 

Hebbebt  D.  Getchell,  suxyrn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  ? 

Anstoer.  Augusta. 

Question.  What  is  your  business  ? 

Answer.  I  am  stopping  in  Massachusetts,  keeping  books  for  the 
Tremont  Nail  Company ;  but  my  folks  live  here. 

Question.  Had  you  any  connection  with  the  transaction  of  the 
purchase  of  a  carpet  of  Dr.  Lancaster? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  first  mentioned  the  matter  to  you  ? 

Answer.  Mrs.  Kelloch,  of  Augusta. 

Question.  What  is  her  business  ? 

Answer.  Dress-maker. 

Question.  Was  that  your  first  connection  with  it? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  carried  my  mother  down  to  have  a  dress  cut,  and 
she  mentioned  the  matter  to  her. 

Q^estion.  What  did  she  say? 

Answer.  My  mother  mentioned  she  had  got  to  get  new  carpets, 
and  Mrs.  Kelloch  mentioned  there  was  one  at  the  State  House  that 
was  left  over ;  they  had  too  much  for  the  Library,  she  said,  and  Dr. 
Lancaster  gave  her  the  refusal  of  this  carpet,  and  she  had  concluded 
to  get  a  cheaper  one,  and  would  let  my  mother  have  this  one,  if  she 
wanted  it ;  I  drove  to  the  State  House,  and  Dr.  Lancaster  said  I 
could  have  it ;  I  bought  it. 

Question,  Did  you  look  at  it? 


408  ALTBRBD  BLBOTION  RBIUBN& 

Answer.  Yes,  air. 

Question.  Where  was  it? 

Answer.  It  was  out  near  the  Pension  Office. 

Question.  In  what  room? 

Answer.  In  the  hall  just  at  the  foot  of  the  stairs,  as  you  oome 
A'om  the  Senate  Chamber. 

Question.  Rolled  up? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Anjihing  around  it? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  New  or  old? 

Answer.  It  was  new  carpeting. 

Question.  How  many  yards  did  you  buy  ? 

Answer.  Thirty-one  yards. 

Question.  Of  whom  did  you  buy  that? 

Answer.  Dr.  Lancaster. 

Question.  Dr.  Lancaster  at  that  time  was  Superintendent  of  Pub- 
lic BuUdings? 

Anstoer.  Yes. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  there  being  a  similar  car- 
pet anywhere  in  the  building  ? 

Answer.  There  is  one  in  the  Library  like  it. 

Question.  Have  you  seen  it  ? 

Answer.  No.  [Witness  leaves  Comimittee  Room  to  examine  the 
Library  carpet,  at  request  of  Mr.  Strout,  and  soon  returns.] 

Question.  Have  you  examined  the  carpet  in  the  Library? 

Answer.  1  have. 

Question.  State  whether  or  not  it  is  the  same  as  the  carpeting yoa 
bought? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  The  same  pattern,  and  same  class  of  goods  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  What  did  you  pay  per  yard  for  the  carpeting? 

Answer.  Seventy-five  cents. 

Question.  What  did  Dr.  Lancaster  say  to  you  about  this  carpet- 
ing? 

Answer.  He  said  they  bought  it  for  the  Library,  and  had  too 
much, — had  this  left  over — and  he  was  going  to  sell  it  to  somebody, 
and  said  I  could  have  it.  He  said  there  was  not  enough  for  anything 
else. 
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Question.  I  show  you  bill  of  two  hundred  and  eighty-five  yards  of 
Tapestiy  carpeting,  at  seventy-two  cents  a  yard,  two  hundred  five 
dollars  and  twenty  cents,  bought  of  Marrett,  Bailey  and  Company, 
and  receipted  by  them.  [Mr.  Strout  passes  bill  to  witness.]  State 
whether  or  not  that  answers  the  description  of  the  carpeting  which 
you  bought  of  Dr.  Lancaster? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  this  is  the  same,  but  it  was  Tapestry  car- 
peting ;  I  gave  seventy-five  cents  for  it,  and  I  think  he  told  me  that 
is  what  he  paid  for  it.  He  was  to  let  me  have  it,  I  think,  at  what  the 
State  paid  for  it. 

QiwesUon.  What  time  was  it  you  made  the  purchase  of  him  ? 

Answer.  About  the  first  of  October ;  I  cannot  say  certain  what 
date. 

Br  Mr.  STRICKLAND: 

Question.  This  is  the  price  in  Portland,  with  three  cents  added? 
Answer.  I  think  that  was  it.     He  charged  me  for  the  express  or 
fi^ight,  I  think. 

By  Mr.  STROUT : 

Question.  Did  you  take  the  carpet  to  your  house? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  And  paid  him  the  money  personally? 

Answer.  Yes.  He  measured  the  carpet  right  out  by  the  fountain 
in  the  State  House. 

Question.  He  measured  it? 

Answer.  No ;  Mr.  Woodman  measured  it. 

Question.  Who  was  he  ? 

Answer.  A  man  who  worked  here ;  do  not  know  what  he  did, — 
but  a  watchman  or  something  of  the  kind.  [Witness  leaves  com- 
mittee-room and  subsequently  returns.]  I  find,  upon  examination, 
that  the  price  I  paid  for  the  carpeting  was  seventy-two  cents  instead 
of  seventy-five. 


March  17,  1880,  A.  M. 
Bradford  F.  Lancaster,  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  STROUT : 

Qu^estion.  Residence? 

Answer.  Augusta. 

Question.  Business? 

Answ^.  Dentistry  has  been  my  business. 
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Quet^ion.  You  were  formerly  Superintendent  of  Pablic  Buildings? 

Anstoer.  I  was. 

Question.  Were  you  under  Governor  Garcelon? 

Aninver.  I  was. 

Question.  When  did  you  last  see  Governor  Garcelon? 

Answer.  I  saw  him  night  before  last. 

Qtiestion.  Where? 

Answer.  At  his  room  at  the  Augusta  House. 

Queafton.  Did  you  go  there  voluntarily  or  did  he  send? 

Answer.  He  sent  for  me. 

Question.  Where  were  you  when  he  sent  for  you? 

Ansvoer.  At  home. 

Question.  What  message  did  he  send  to  you? 

Answer.  That  he  wanted  to  see  me ;  I  went  to  his  room. 

Question.  Anybody  there  present? 

Answer.  Mr.  IngaUs  was  present;    I  think  he  only  stopped  a 
moment. 

Question.  After  you  went  there  did  you  talk  about  these  voudiers? 

Answer.  We  did- 

Question.  Whether  or  not  pen  and  ink  were  sent  for? 
■  Answer.  They  were. 

Question.  At  whose  request? 

Anstver.  I  think  I  sent  for  them. 

Question.  At  whose  suggestion  were  they  sent  for? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  I  can  remember.     We  talked  matters 
over  some  time  and  we  finally  concluded  we  needed  pen  and  ink. 

Question.  And  sent  for  them? 

Ansioer.  Yes. 

Question.  Did  you  send  for  paper  or  did  yon  have  paper  with 
you? 

Answer.  I  think  we  sent  for  paper ;  I  know,  in  fact,  that  paper 
came  with  the  pen  and  ink. 

Question.  Did  you  write  any  voucher  or  vouchers  for  Governor 
Garcelon  ? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  How  many? 

Answer.  I  copied  one  that  was  written  with  pencil,  and  wrote  one. 

Question.  Wrote  one  new  one  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  For  how  much? 
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Aniwer.  I  think  about  three  hundred  dollars,  the  new  one. 
Question.  That  was  the  voucher  of  three  hundred  dollars? 

Answer.  I  think  so ;  I  am  not  certain. 
Question*  At  what  time  did  you  date  it? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  the  date. 
Question.  Was  it  dated  the  day  it  was  written  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Ante  dated  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  bore  the  same  date  that  I  drew  the  money. 

Question.  What  did  you  do  with  those  vouchers  ? 

Answer.  I  gave  them  to  the  Governor.  % 

Question.  Did  the  Governor  have  any  vouchers  there  present 
beside  those  ? 

Answer.  My  impression  is  he  did ;  I  think  he  did. 

Question.  He  had  some  vouchers  you  had  previously  given  him  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  am  not  certain  wheth^  he  had  them  with 
him  at  that  time  or  not. 

Question.  Think  a  moment. 

Answer.  I  remember  he  had  an  account  of  money  he  had  paid  me 
ftx)m  time  to  time,  in  his  memorandum ;  I  looked  it  over  and  found 
it  to  be  correct. 

Question.  How  did  you  know  what  new  vouchers  to  give  if  he  did 
not  have  his  vouchers  present? 

Answer.  I  remembered  that  at  one  time  I  drew  money  and  did 
not  give  him  any  voucher. 

Question.  When  did  you  draw  that  three  hundred  dollars  ? 

Answer.  I  think  that  was  the  last  money  I  drew. 

Q;uestion.  When  was  that? 

Answer.  I  should  sa}"^  perhaps  four  or  five  weeks  ago. 

Question.  Was  it  after  Governor  Garcelon*s  term  of  office  had 
expired? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q^estion.  How  many  days? 

Answer.  My  impression  now  is  that  it  was  some  little  time  after. 

Question.  Two  or  three  weeks  ? 

Aiuswer.  I  should  think  as  long  as  that. 

Question.  Where  were  you? 

Answer.  I  went  to  Lewiston. 

Question.  For  that  purpose? 

Answer.  Yes. 
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Question.  Did  yoa  know  he  had  money  of  the  State  m  his  hands? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  How  came  you  to  go  to  Lewiston? 

Answer.  I  knew  that  he  had  money ;  I  have  no  means  of  knowing 
how  he  came  to  have  this  money ;  I  only  knew  that  he  had  mone3^ 
— ^knew  he  had  had  money,  and  supposed  he  might  have  some  then. 

Question.  What  led  you  to  suppose  he  might  have  money  ? 

Answer.  He  told  me,  in  December,  to  make  out  the  bOls,  the 
number  of  days  each  man  was  on  duty,  and  the  amount  each  man 
should  have,  and  fUrnish  him  fh>m  time  time,  and  he  would  give  me 
t|^  money  to  pay  them  with ;  I  had  no  means  of  knowing  how  le 
came  by  this  money.  It  was  talked  in  December  of  raising  money 
by. private  subscription  to  defhiy  the  extra  expenses  of  a  police 
force. 

Question.  Who  talked  that? 

Answer.  Fusionists. 

Question.  Which  one  of  them? 

Answer.  A  number. 

Question.  Such  as  whom? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  I  rembember  now ;  perhaps  I  might 
think. 

Question.  Upon  your  oath,  state. 

Answer.  I  guess  I  can  think  of  some,  in  time.  I  think  quite  a 
number  spoke  about  raising  money  by  subscription. 

Question.  Prominent  politicians? 

Ansiver.  Yes. 

Question.  Here  in  Augusta? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Any  outside  of  Augusta? 

Answer.  My  impression  is  I  talked  with  quite  a  number ;  I  told 
them  these  men  would  look  to  me  for  their  pay,  and  some  provision 
should  be  made  to  keep  them,  and  I  wanted  it  understood  these  meu 
were  to  be  paid  if  I  had  anything  to  do  with  it ;  and  they  said  they 
should  be  paid  if  they  had  to  raise  money  by  private  subscription. 

Question.  Whom  did  you  talk  with  about  that? 

Answer.  I  cannot  recollect.  If  I  can  recollect  I  will  tell  you ;  1 
have  talked  with  so  many  different  men  about  so  many  different 
things  I  have  difficulty  in  remembering ;  I  do  not  want  to  implicaU^ 
anybody  who  is  not  guilty,  and  I  do  not  seem  to  know  of  anybody ; 
I  know  that  suggestions  were  made  by  quite  a  number. 
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Question.  Mr.  Pillsbary? 

Answer.  I  do  know  that  I  ever  mentioned  it  to  Mr.  Pillsbury. 

Question.  You  say  you  cannot  remember  who  they  were? 

Ansioer.  No ;  if  I  can  think  of  any,  I  wOl  tell.  There  is  nothing, 
so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  to  conceal  in  the  matter. 

Question.  Finally  that  plan  was  given  up? 

Answer.  I  should  judge  so  by  what  I  have  since  learned. 

Question.  Instead  of  raising  money  by  private  means,  it  was  taken 
in  advance  from  the  State  Treasury,  and  held  by  Governor  Gar- 
oelon? 

Answer.  I  presume  so ;  I  have  not  any  doubt  of  it  now. 

Question.  Yon  did  not  know  it  at  the  time  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  The  law  allows  you  two  watchmen  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  The  statute  was  passed  by  the  Fusion  Legislature  of 
eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  One  of  the  economic  measures? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  When  did  you  first  increase  the  force?   < 

Answer.  I  think  on  or  about  the  seventeenth  of  November, — I 
think  about  the  eighteenth. 

Question.  To  how  many,  did  you  increase  it? 

Anstoer.  I  think  to  fifteen. 

Question.  You  put  fifteen  men  into  the  State  House? 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  Where  did  you  get  them? 

Answer.  The  most  of  them — or  a  large  number — ^were  residents 
of  this  city ;  some  of  them  came  from  other  places. 

Question,  Some  fix>m  Waterville? 

Answer.  Possibly  some  might  have  been  from  Waterville. 

Question.  Where  did  they  come,  in  the  first  instance,  to  yon  or 
Captain  Black? 

Answer.  Some  came  directly  to  me,  and  others  came  to  Captain 
Black  and  other  leading  Fusionists,  and  they  sent  them  up. 

Question.  You  have  seen  a  roll  of  enlistment  of  certain  men, — 
what  is  known  as  Captain  Black's  roll? 

Answer.  My  impression  is  I  have  seen  a  paper  of  that  kind ;  I  do 
not  really  know  as  they  enlisted. 
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Question.  It  was  a  roll,  and  an  oath  was  administered? 

Answer,  Yes ;  I  think  I  took  the  oath  myself. 

Q;vLe8iion.  That  oath  was  what? 

Answer,  To  obey  the  Laws  and  Constitntion  of  the  State. 

Question,  And  the  orders  of  Captain  Black? 

Answer,  No. 

Question,  Was  there  nothing  of  that  kind? 

Answer,  I  think  not ;  I  did  not  take  such  an  oath. 

Question,  There  was  such  a  roll  ? 

Answer,  I  think  not ;  I  think  I  signed  the  Captain  Black  roll ;  I 
think  it  was  *'The  orders  of  the  Governor"  instead  of  '*the  orders 
of  Captain  Black  ; "  I  think  we  took  an  oath  to  obey  the  Constita- 
tion  and  the  Laws  of  the  State,  and  to  obey  the  orders  of  the 
Governor. 

Question,  Are  you  sure  it  was  the  orders  of  the  Grovemor? 

Answer,  Yes ;  that  is  the  oath  I  took. 

Question,  You  do  not  know  what  the  others  took? 

Aifiswer,  No. 

Question,  You  had  about  fifteen  men  ;  did  tiiose  men  increase  in 
number? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  To  what  extent? 

Answer,  My  impression  is  at  one  time  we  had  as  many  as  seventy- 
five  men  on. 

Question,  They  were  enlisted  from  time  to  time? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  they  were  enlisted. 

Question,  Did  you  employ  them  or  did  Captain  Black  ? 

Ansu'er,  Captain  Black  sent  some  of  them.  The  men  I  had  on 
duty  here  I  put  on  under  direction  of  Governor  Garcelon  and  Gen- 
eral Chamberlain. 

Question,  Those  that  Captain  Black  sent  here— -do  you  know  who 
authorized  it? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  I  know  of  my  own  knowledge  who  author- 
ized it. 

Question,  Do  j'ou  remember  the  time  when  the  anus  came  from 
Bangor  here  ? 

Answer,  Yes. 

Question,  Where  were  they  put? 

Answer,  They  were  put  in  different  places ;  they  were  changed 
around  from  one  place  to  another. 
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Question.  Why  was  that? 

Answer.  General  Chamberlain,  after  he  came  here,  ordered  them 
put  in  the  back  Library. 

Question.  Where  were  they  before  that? 

Answer.  At  one  time  we  had  some  of  them  in  a  Committee 
Room ;  my  impression  is  we  had  some  of  them  under  the  Adjutant 
General's  room. 

Question.  What  ones  did  you  have  in  a  Committee  Room? 

Answer,  Some  of  the  Bangor  arms,  I  think,  at  one  time. 

Question.  Some  of  the  breech-loading  rifles? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  In  what  Committee  Room  were  they  put? 

Answer.  I  guess  number  seven,  at  one  time. 

Question.  What  is  that  used  for  ordinarily? 

Anstoer,  Any  committee. 

Question.  Not  a  special  Committee  Room? 

Answer^  No. 

Question.  They  were  moved  about  from  place  to  place,  distributed 
over  the  building? 

Ansv)er.  Yes ;  we  had  to  put  them  out  of  the  way  somewhere, 
and  really  there  was  no  convenient  place  for  them.  When  Greneral 
Chamberlain  came  he  ordered  them  put  in  the  back  Library,  and  a 
guard  put  over  them. 

Question.  And  those  were  taken  out  at  night  and  put  away  by 
day ;  what  is  your  understanding  about  that? 

Answer.  Some  of  them  were  taken  out — I  guess  one  or  two— or 
a  few,  nights. 

Question.  What  do  you  know  about  the  men  drilling  with  these 
arms? 

Ansu?er.  I  do  not  think  I  ever  saw  them  drill.  The  most  I  saw, 
I  saw  them  march  down,  and  saw  the  guard  posted. 

Question.  You  have  no  doubt  they  did  drill,  from  information  yon 
received? 

ATistoer.  I  do  not  know  of  my  own  knowledge  that  they  did ;  I 
heard  they  did,  but  I  remonstrated  against  any  military  demonstra- 
tion, so  far  as  I  was  concerned. 

Question.  With  whom  did  you  remonstrate  against  their  drilling? 

Answer.  I  remember  of  speaking  to  Mr.  Hall,  once,  and  telling 
him  I  thought  it  was  not  proper  to  have  any  military  demonstration ; 
and,  so  far  as  I  was  concerned,  I  should  rather  they  would  not. 
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Question.  You  were  Superintendent  of  the  building? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  When  you  went  away  at  night,  in  whose  charge  did 
you  leave  these  men  ? 

Answer.  Captain  Black's,  I  think,  a  part  of  the  time,  and  Maj<Nr 
Folsom's  and  Major  Channing's. 

Question.  The  drilling  with  these  arms  was  done  all  by  their 
orders? 

Answer.  I  cannot  state,  because  I  do  not  know  that  they  eyer 
drilled.  The  only  military  demonstration  I  saw  was  the  men  march- 
ing down ;  I  saw  them  posted  as  they  usually  post  them  in  the  army. 

Question.  Why  did  you  remonstrate  against  drilling? 

Anstver.  I  remonstrated  against  any  military  demonstration  at 
all ;  did  not  like  to  have  them  have  the  arms. 

Question.  They  did  have  them? 

Answer.  Yes,  I  think  they  did  have  them  a  few  nights ;  in  fact  1 
know  they  did. 

Question.  Tell  us  about  the  guns  that  were  found  loaded  with 
nails  and  cut  lead  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  know  that  there  were  any  loaded  with  naUs ;  I 
knew  there  were  some  loaded  with  cut  lead ;  I  was  told  there  were. 

Question.  Where  were  they  put? 

Anstoer.  I  think  they  were  put  in  the  room  under  the  Adjutant 
Greneral's  office. 

Question.  How  many? 

Answer.  Very  few. 

Question.  Fifteen  or  twenty  pieces  ? 

Answer.  I  should  think  not  as  many ;  I  do  not  think  we  had  that 
number  in  use. 

Question.  When  were  they  loaded  with  cut  lead? 

Ansioer.  I  should  say  that  was  about  the  time  they  undertook  to 
move  the  arms  through  Bangor ;  I  think  on  that  very  night. 

Question.  Those  arms  were  loaded  with  cut  lead? 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  they  kept  loaded  up  to  the  time  of  the  sitting  of 
the  Legislature? 

Answer.  Yes ;  but  they  were  not  in  use. 

Question.  They  were  kept  loaded  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  they  were  unloaded. 

Que^ion.  They  were  stored  there  when  the  Representatives  of  the 
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people  met  in  this  Hall  [House  of  BepresentatiTes]  to  organize  the 
present  Legislature  ? 

Angwer.  Yes,  they  were  put  out  of  the  way,  under  lock  and  key. 

Question.  Where  did  those  arms  that  were  loaded  with  cut  lead 
come  from? 

Answer.  They  were  arms  that  have  been  here  since  J  came  here, 
— ^in  the  State  House — ^and  I  guess  since  the  war. 

Question,  Were  they  arms  that  were  deposited  here  by  soldiers 
who  fought  in  the  war? 

Answer.  I  should  judge  so.  They  were  Springfield  and  Enfield 
rifles,  I  think. 

Question.  Do  you  know  by  whose  orders  they  were  loaded? 

Answer.  Yes ;  they  were  loaded  by  my  orders,  I  think. 

Question.  Did  you  not  think  it  was  an  extraordinary  proceeding 
to  take  the  rifles  that  were  carried  by  the  soldiers,  in  defense  of  their 
country,  and  load  them  with  cut  lead,  to  be  used  upon  the  people  of 
this  State? 

Answer.  We  did  not  intend  to  use  them  unless  an  attempt  was 
made  to  capture  the  State  House. 

Question.  What  did  you  load  them  for  if  you  did  not  intend  to  use 
them? 

Answer.  We  loaded  them  in  case  an  attempt  was  made.  Rumors 
were  afloat  that  they  intended  to  capture  the  State  House. 

Q^estion.  Did  you  help  cut  the  lead  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Who  did? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  but  some  of  the  men  here. 

Q^estion.  Some  in  your  employ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  some  of  the  men  put  on  duty  by  order  of  Governor 
Garcelon.    We  always  have  loaded  pieces  in  the  State  House. 

Qu^estUm.  Do  you  know  of  any  authority  which  authorized  you, 
not  being  commander-in-chief  or  in  militaty  authority,  to  employ 
men  to  load  guns  with  cut  lead  and  keep  them  here? 

Answer.  I  know  that  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  has 
always  bad  men  on  duty,  and  I  know  they  have  always  been  armed. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  law  which  authorized  you  to  do  that  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Q;ujestion.  Did  the  Governor  authorize  you  to  do  it? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
21 
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Question.  He  aath<»i2ed  you  to  have  thode  guns  loaded  wi&  cat 
lead? 

Answer.  Not  intii  cot  lead. 

Question,  Did  he  authorize  you  to  have  loaded  guns  hwe  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

QuesHon.  Verbal  aathorily? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Grov^nor  Gaix^loB  authorised  that? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Did  you  have  fixed  ammunition  brought  from  Boston? 

Ansioer.  Ammunition  came  with  the  pieces. 

Question.  The  boxes  came  with  the  pieces? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  they  opened? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  the  ammanition  was  exposed? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Were  the  pieces  loaded  that  came  from  Bangor,  amy  of 
them? 

Anstoer.  I  do  not  know  whether  those  were  loaded  or  not. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know  they  were? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  I  do ;  I  heard  they  fir^re. 

Question.  Have  you  any  doubt  tiiey  were? 

Answer.  They  might  have  been,  and  might  not.  I  do  not  know 
they  were ;  I  never  saw  them  loaded ;  I  never  saw  anybody  load 
them  and  never  examined  to  see.    I  heard  that  ttiey  loaded  tfaem. 

Question.  From  whom  did  you  hear  that? 

Answer.  I  guess  I  saw  it  in  the  ^^  Kennebec  Journal." 

Question.  Did  you  have  to  go  to  the  ^^  Kennebec  Journal"  for 
your  information  as  to  what  was  going  on  in  the  State  House  ? 

Answer.  I  never  regarded  it  as  a  ver}'  reliable  source. 

Question.  They  were  so  found  when  <diey  were  taken  away? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say ;  I  do  not  know  of  my  own  knowledge 
whether  they  were  loaded  or  not. 

« 

Question.  Do  you  remember  when  General  Chambetiain  gave  tlie 
order  sending  a  part  or  the  whole  of  these  men  away  ? 

Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  when  General  Chamberlain  gave  the 
order  that  only  three  men  at  one  tune  should  be  allowed  up  in  the 
Library,  or  where  the  arms  were? 
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Anmioer,  I  do  not  know  as  I  remember. 

Q^e$Uon.  Do  yoa  say  yon  do  not? 

Answer.  I  do  not,  at  the  present  time. 

Question,  After  men  had  been  ordered  away  from  where  those 
anus  were,  did  you  not  send  them  back  up  there? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  All  the  men  I  sent  into  that  Library  I  sent  by 
order  of  General  Chamberlain. 

Question,  Did  you  send  men  in  any  other  place  in  that  vicinity — 
in  the  upper  part  oi  the  building — ^that  were  not  ordered  there  by 
General  Chamberlain? 

Answer,  No ;  I  never  sent  any  except  by  his  orders. 

Question,  Is  it  not  true  that  there  were  men  up  in  the  vicinity  of 
those  arms,  sent  there  at  the  time  when  the  session  of  the  Legislature 
commenced,  in  January  last? 

Answer,  I  did  not  know  there  were  any  men  there  after  the  guns 
were  sent  away.    Men  were  up  there  on  guard  over  the  guns. 

Question,  Was  there  not  an  organized  force  of  men  sent  up  there 
before  the  guns  were  sent  away,  who  were  not  put  on  guard  over 
the  guns, — some  ten,  fifteen  or  twenty  men? 

Answer,  After  General  Chamberlain  came  here? 

QwestUm,  Yes. 

Answer,  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Question,  Ha.ve  you  any  doubt  there  was? 

Answer,  I  have  no  means  of  knowing ;  I  do  not  remember  of 
having  been  in  the  Library  but  twice,  then  I  think  I  went  up  with 
General  Brown  and  some  one  else. 

Question,  Were  you  not  so  informed? 

AsMwer,  I  heard  there  were  men  there  on  duty,  six  or  eight ;  I 
nev^r  saw  thrai ;  I  «aw  a  few  there. 

Question,  Do  you  know  who  tdiey  were  ? 

AiMwer,  No. 

Quesftion,  Did  you  know  the  character  of  those  men  employed  in 
the  State  House? 

An»wer,  Not.  of  my  own  knowledge, — only  what  I  had  heard. 

Question,  You  had  heard? 

Answer,  Yes. 

Question,  [Mr.  Strout  passes  witness  a  list  of  elev^i  names.] 
Ban  your  eye  over  the  list  famished  you.  Have  you  any  doubt  that 
the  men  named  in  that  llat  as  having  been  in  State  Prison,  and 
County  Jail,  were  on  duty  in  this  building  as  a  police  fbrce? 
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Answer.  I  have  no  means  of  knowing  whether  they  were  or  not; 
I  think  I  have  heard,  and  I  think  I  can  say  I  know,  that  Johnson,— 
either  this  one  or  his  brother, — was  in  State  Prison, — I  have  not 
any  doubt  about  that, — and  was  pardoned  out. 

Qy£8tion.  Did  you  permit  men  to  come  into  this  building  whose 
character  you  did  not  know  ? 

Answer.  These  men  came  recommended. 

Question.  By  whom  recommended  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say.  They  were  recommended  by  different 
persons.     Some  of  them  brought  letters  of  recommendation. 

Question.  As  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings,  did  yon  permit 
men  to  come  in  here  where  the  public  property  was  exposed,  of 
whose  character  and  history  you  knew  nothing? 

Answer.  If  there  were  any  such  men  here  I  could  not  prevent  it, 
any  more  than  I  could  those  who  were  here  who  drank  seventeen 
bottles  of  whisky? 

Question.  Did  you  know  what  the  character  of  the  men  on  guard 
here  was? 

Answer.  No ;  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  know  them  personally; 
I  only  knew  them  by  what  others  said  of  them. 

Question.  What  others  recommended  them? 

Answer.  They  were  recommended  by  different  persons ;  Captain 
Black  recommended  some,  Doctor  Martin  and  Colonel  Morton  some. 

Question.  Did  Mr.  Fogg  recommend  any? 

An,swer.  He  recommended  one,  think  his  name  isn't  on  this  list, — 
Haskell. 

Question.  Did  you  pay  him  for  services  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  paid  at  two  or  three  different  times ;  he 
was  not  paid  in  fhll  the  first  time ;  he  was  paid  for  what  time  he  had 
been  on  duty  then,  and  subsequent  to  that  he  was  paid  for  his  ser- 
vices while  here.  • 

Question.  You  forbade  the  removal  of  those  arms  to  Bangor? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  forbade  General  Chamberlain  taking  them  oat  of 
the  building? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Why  did  you  do  that? 

Answer.  I  thought  they  were  under  my  charge  at  that  time. 

Question.  Were  you  a  military  officer  of  the  State? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 
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Question.  Had  you  liny  control  of  the  military  force  of  the  State  ? 

Anmver.  No ;  but  I  thought  I  had  control  of  the  property. 

QuestUm.  You  were  quite  excited? 

Answer.  I  guess  I  was.  It  was  an  exciting  time.  I  supposed  I 
might  be  held  responsible  in  case  they  were  lost. 

Question,  How  long  was  that  after  the  people  assembled  to  com- 
mence a  Legislature  that  the  arms  were  removed? 

Answer.  My  impression  is  the  arms  were  removed  before  the 
Legislature  met ;  I  will  not  say  as  to  that. 

Question.  You  are  wrong. 

Answer.  I  may  be ;  I  do  not  remember ;  I  remember  the  time 
they  were  removed  that  Major  Brown  took  me  into  the  Library  and 
told  me  what  he  was  going  to  do.     I  forbade  it. 

Question.  Was  it  not  on  Saturday  after  the  Legislature  met  on 
Wednesday  ? 

Answer.  It  might  have  been. 

Question.  I  mean  when  the  members  elect  met  for  the  purpose  of 
organization  ? 

Answer.  I  guess  it  was  after  that ;  but  my  impression  is  it  was 
before  the  present  Legislature  met. 

Question.  I  understand  you  that  this  receipt  that  you  made  for 
Governor  Garcelon  night  before  last  for  three  hundred  dollars,  was 
for  money  you  received  from  him? 

An8U)er.  Yes,  and  did  not  receipt  for  at  the  time. 

Question.  Was  that  money  that  you  paid  out  to  any  party  ? 

ATiswer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  I  want  to  show  you  a  Pay  Roll  dated,  ^' Augusta^  Jan. 
7,  1880.  Received  of  B.  F.  Lancaster,  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings,  by  the  fumd  of  S.  D.  Leavitt,  the  sum  set  against  our 
name  in  fuU  for  services  as  watchmen  at  State  House."  [Mr.  Strout 
passes  roll  to  witness.]  Run  your  eye  over  that  RoU  and  state  to  me 
whether  you  had  any  men  in  your  employ  whose  names  do  not 
appear  on  that  Roll? 
Answer.  Can  you  tell  me  the  number  of  men  on  this  Roll  ? 

Question.  One  hundred  and  nine,  I  am  informed.  Run  your  eye 
over  that  Roll ;  and  here  is  also  a  Roll  headed  ^^ Received  of  B.  F. 
Lancaster,  by  the  hand  of  S.  D.  Leavitt,  ninety-two  dollars  and 
twenty-five  cents,  in  fuKX  for  amounts  due,"  [Mr.  Strout  passes  RoU 
last  referred  to,  to  witness,]  and  state  whether  you  had  any  men 
whose  names  do  not  appear  on  one  of  these  Rolls? 
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Answer.  It  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  do  that,  because  I 
should  have  to  keep  them  all  in  my  head.  My  impressiou  is  tiliere 
is  quite  a  number  of  names  not  on  this  RoU. 

Qtiestion.  Can  you  state? 

Answer,  No ;  I  know  but  very  few  of  these  men. 

Question.  How  many  men  did  you  have  in  your  employ  in  all? 

Answer.  I  should  think  perhaps  from  a  hundred  to  a  hundred  and 
fifty ;  not  at  one  time,  but  at  different  times.   « 

Question.  Take  them  altogether? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Can  you  testify  you  had  any  other  men  except  tiiose 
whose  names  appear  to  be  paid  in  fuU  on  that  receipted  Boll  which 
you  have  just  examined? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who? 

Answer.  I  think  there  are  quite  a  number  whose  names  are  not 
on  there,  but  I  do  not  really  remember.  They  are  most  all  strangers 
to  me. 

Question.  Do  your  one  hundred  and  fifty  include  those  on  there? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Did  you  have  twenty-five  men  whose  names  do  not 
appear  on  that  Roll,  as  paid  in  Aill? 

Ansioer.  I  should  think  so.     They  were  on  duty  after  that. 

Question.  How  many  were  on  duty  after  that? 

Answer.  I  guess  we  had  twenty-five  one  night  after  the  seventh. 

Question.  Before  the  seventh  were  there  twenty-five  men,  or 
twenty,  or  ten,  whose  names  do  not  appear  on  that  Roll  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question,  How  many? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  I  could  state. 

Question.  State  as  near  as  you  feel  yourself  justified  in  stating 
under  oath?  ^ 

Answer.  Quite  a  large  number  whose  names  were  not  on  there, 
that  were  not  paid  at  the  time  that  was  made  out.  Some  men  came 
to  me  aft^erwards  and  told  me  they  did  not  suppose  they  were  going 
to  get  paid,  but  they  found  the  rest  were  paid  and  so  they  put  their 
bills,  in. 

Que^ion.  Who  has  those  bills  ? 

Answer.  Governor  Grarcelon  has  them. 

Question.  How  many  in  all  came  to  you  after  that  Roll  was  made 

up? 
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'Anmoer.  I  cannot  state ;  I  did  not  keep  any  reoord  of  it. 
Question.  Were  there  over  twenty-five? 

Answer.  No ;  I  think  perhaps  not,  and  some  of  those  did  not  get 
pay  at  the  time  for  what  time  they  were  on,  and  they  claimed  more 
and  they  were  paid  more. 

Question.  Who  paid  them? 

Answer.  I  paid  some  of  them. 

Question.  There  appear  to  be  one  hundred  and  nine  men  on  thi» 
Roll,  and  sixteen  on  the  Supplemental  Roll.  Do  not  the  names  that 
appear  on  this  second  Roll  comprise  all  those  whose  names  did  not 
s^pear  on  the  first? 

Answer.  Yes ;  bnt  those  men  were  not  paid  for  their  full  term  of 
service,  any  of  them,  at  one  time ;  perhaps  a  few  might  have  been, 
but  the  most  of  them  were  paid  at  different  times. 

Question.  After  that  how  many  men  were  there  who  were  employed 
and  paid  by  you,  not  the  City  Police,  who  came  in  when  General 
Chamberlain  took  chai^,  bnt  of  those  irregular  men  who  were  re- 
tained and  paid  by  you  after  January  seventh,  after  Governor  Gar- 
celon's  term  of  office  expired? 

ATiswer.  I  think  General  Chamberlain  at  one  time  directed  me  to 
reduce  my  force  to  ten.  Aftier  that  he  told  me  to  put  on  twenty-five 
one  night ;  that  was  when  the  police  force  was  discharged.  The 
police  force  was  discharged,  all  of  them,  I  think,  at  one  time,  one 
night  after  the  seventh. 

Question.  How  many  nights  did  you  continue  to  employ  men,  dis- 
tinct from  the  police  force  of  the  city,  after  the  seventh  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember ;  I  continued  to  employ  them  till  Gen- 
eral Chamberlain  directed  me  to  discharge  them. 

Question.  How  long  after  that? 

Answer.  I  should  think  the  tenth  or  eleventh  of  January. 

Question.  How  many  men  did  you  employ  aft;er  that  time  that 
were  paid  by  you  ? 

Answer.  We  had  twenty-five  on  one  night,  but  they  were  put  on 
by  order  of  General  Chamberlain.  He  directed  me  to  put  on  twenty 
or  twenty-five,  I  think.     We  put  on  twenty-five. 

Question.  Outside  of  that  particular  night,  did  you  ordinarily  have 
over  ten  on  duty? 

Anstcer.  No ;  I  should  think  not.  One  or  two  nights  I  guess  we 
did ;  I  guess  the  eighth  and  ninth  we  had  more  than  that. 

Question.  Would  it  average  over  ten  ? 
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Ansfver,  I  should  say  it  woald.     They  were  on  day  and  night 
We  had  more  on  at  night  than  day. 

Question.  Would  it  average  over  fifteen  ? 

Answer,  We  had  so  many  different  men  and  changed  our  number 
so  often  it  is  impossible  to  remember. 

Qv£stion.  Give  your  best  recollection  ? 

Anstoer,  I  should  say  we  had  more  than  that  on  an  average  after 
January  seventh. 

Question.  Up  to  the  tenth? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  How  many  ? 

Answer.  Perhaps  we  had  fifteen  or  eighteen ;  should  think  it  would 
average  that. 

Question.  Those  fifteen  or  eighteen  men  you  had  there  for  tibree 
days,  from  the  seventh  to  the  tenth? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  think  it  was  on  or  about  the  tenth  that  Gen- 
eral Chamberlain  directed  me  to  discharge  them  all,  and  I  did  so. 

Question.  You  did  not  employ  any  men  after  that? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  And  were  not  responsible  for  any  ? 

Answer.  No ;  excepting  the  regular  watchmen. 

Question.  What  did  you  pay  those  men  ? 

Answer.  We  paid  them  different  prices. 

Question.  Upon  an  average  how  much  did  it  cost? 

Answer.  Do  you  mean  day  and  night? 

Question.  Yes. 

Answer.  The  lowest  we  paid  them  was  two  dollars.  Some  of 
them  had  as  high  as  five  dollars. 

Question.  What  would  be  the  average  you  paid  those  men,  day 
and  night? 

Answer.  The  most  of  them  had  two  dollars. 

Question.  Would  it  average  over  three  dollars  ? 

Answer.  No,  I  should  not  think  it  would. 

Qujestixm.  Eighteen  at  three  dollars  would  make  fifty-four  dollars, 
and  for  thi'ee  days  it  would  be  one  hundred  and  sixty-two  dollars. 
Did  you  pay  out  over  two  hundred  dollars  for  men  employed  after 
the  seventh? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  There  were  men  who  had  served  previous  to 
the  seventh,  and  had  not  received  their  pay,  and  received  it  after. 

Questioji.  Have  you  any  idea  how  many  that  was? 
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Answer.  I  should  think  perhaps  fifteen  or  twenty,  perhaps  not  so 
many. 
Qiueaticm.  How  many  days  did  yon  pay? 
Answer.  Two  to  ten  days. 
Question.  They  would  average  how  many  days? 
A7i9wer.  From  five  to  six,  I  should  think. 

Question.  You  paid  them  upon  an  average  of  about  three  dollars 
each? 
Answer.  I  should  hardly  think  we  paid  them  as  much  as  that. 
Question.  Two  dollars  fifty? 
Answer.  Perhaps  so. 

Qaestion.  That  would  amount  to  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars. What  did  you  do  with  all  the  rest  of  the  money  that  Gov- 
ernor Garoelon  says  he  paid  into  your  hands  ?  It  appears  that  this 
Roll  was  paid,  the  men  were  paid  up  to  January  seventh,  by  Mr. 
Leavitt  through  you.  What  did  you  do  with  the  nearly  two  thou- 
sand dollars  which  Governor  Garcelon  says  he  paid  you? 

Answer.  I  paid  every  dollar  of  it  to  the  men  whose  names  I  gave 
Governor  Garcelon,  and  he  has  a  list  of  them  now,  I  presume ;  I 
gft^e  it  to  him,  and  gave  him  the  number  of  days  they  were  on 
duty. 

Question.  Were  they  doubly  paid? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  that  list.  [Witness  points 
to  Roll  already  shown  him.] 

QujestUm.  You  say  you  do  not  know  anything  about  this  list  which 
says  upon  the  face  "  Received  of  B.  F.  Lancaster^  Superintendent 
of  Public  Buildiuga,  by  the  hand  of  S,  D,  Leavitt  f* 
Answer.  I  do  not  know  to  whom  he  paid  that  money. 
Question.  Do  you  not  know  anjiihing  about  the  payment  of  it? 
Answer.  I  do  not  know  whom  he  paid  it  to ;  I  have  no  doubt  he 
paid  some  of  the  men,  or  supposed  so. 

Question.  This  appears  to  be  a  receipt  in  fhll? 
Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Why  did  you  pay  them  over  again  ? 
Answer.  Some  had  not  been  paid. 

Question.  You  said  the  whole  number  did  not  exceed  twenty-five  ? 
Answer.  To  the  best  of  my  recollection. 

Question.  That  would  account  for  only  about  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars.     What  became  of  the  balance? 

Answer.  A  great  many  men  were  paid  and  we  took  receipts. 
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They  were  paid  quite  large  sums,  perhaps  fifty  tx>  seyenty-fiye  dol- 
lars apiece. 

Question.  Can  you  give  no  better  account  of  that. money  than 
what  you  have  stated  to  the  Committee  ? 

Answer.  I  gave  Grovemor  Garcelon  an  account  of  every  dollar, 
that  is,  every  man  I  paid. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  talk  with  GrOvemor  Garcelon  about 
this  matter  when  you  met  him  at  his  room  night  before  last? 

Anstjoer.  Yes. 

Question.  Did  he  say  he  had  the  Rolls  or  a  list  of  the  men  you 
paid? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  I  asked  him. 

Qtiestion.  Did  not  talk  that  over? 

Anstoer.  No.     We  did  not  say  anything  about  the  Rolls. 

Question.  Did  you  talk  over  about  the  men  you  had  paid,  or  tiiat 
you  had  paid  any  money  to  these  men? 

Anstver.  I  think  he  asked  me  something  about  by  whose  authority 
the  men  were  employed  after  the  seventh  of  January. 

Question.  How  long  were  you  with  Governor  Garcelon? 

Answer.  I  was  up  there  some  little  time. 

Question.  An  hour  or  two? 

Ansu)er.  I  might  have  been  there  an  hour. 

Question.   Did  anybody  go  to  Lewiston  with  you  to  get  this 
money  ? 

Answer.  No.  A  large  number  of  those  men  on  this  list  here  I  paid 
myself. 

Question.  But  by  the  receipt  it  appears  they  received  it  firom  Mr. 
Leavitt? 

Answer.  I  know  I  paid  quite  a  large  number,  but  perhaps  he 
might  have  paid  them  and  not  paid  them  in  f\ill. 

Question.  Look  at  the  signature  opposite  the  twenty-eight  dollars 
and  fifty  cents ;  is  that  your  signature? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Who  wrote  it  there  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  It  is  your  name  ? 

Answer.  I  see  it  is ;  I  noticed  my  name  here ;  I  supposed  it  was 
some  one  else  that  bore  the  same  name. 

Question.  Did  you  know  of  any  man  on  police  duty  by  your  name  ? 

AaMwer.  No. 
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QvesHon.  Did  yon  receive  that  twenty-eight  dollars  and  fifty  cents  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  never  received  a  dollar  excepting  what  I 
received  hy  the  hands  of  Grovemor  Garcelon. 

Question.  Then  somebody  has  foiled  your  name  to  that  Roil ;  is 
that  so? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  I  notice  Captain  Black's  name  is  written 
there  a  number  of  times. 

QuejUion.  Do  not  those  items  cover  money  you  have  paid  to  those 
different  men  ? 

Anstoer.  I  presume  so ;  I  do  not  know  what  it  does  mean. 

Question.  Can  you  swear  there  were  any  other  men  whom  you  did 
pay  that  do  not  appear  on  that  Roll  ? 

Afhswer.  Yes ;  I  guess  Major  Channitig's  name  is  not  on  that  Roll. 

Question.  I  find  the  name  of  John  Benson  as  paid  up  to  January 
seventh  on  this  RoU,  and  there  also  appears  a  bill,  approved  by  you, 
for  eighty-five  dollars  which  Governor  Garcelon  says  he  paid  on 
your  order.  Do  you  know  what  service  John  Benson  performed 
here  after  January  seventh  for  which  he  was  entitled  to  eighty-five 
dollars  of  the  State's  money  ? 

Answer.  I  supposed  that  included  the  whole  time  he  was  here.  I 
was  not  aware  that  he  had  been  paid  at  all. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  to  say  you  paid  him  in  fdll,  twice? 

Answer.  I  did  not  pay  him  but  once ;  I  did  not  pay  him  at  all, 
but  I  think  I  approved  his  bill ;  but  I  was  not  aware  he  had  been 
paid  when  I  approved  it. 

By  Mr.  HALE : 

Question.  Governor  Garcelon  accounts  for  some  two  thousand 
dollars  in  money  paid  to  him,  by  receipts  given  by  you  to  him. 
When  the  Committee  adjourned  on  Monday  he  was  to  fVimish  the 
vouchers  for  all  of  that ;  you  saw  him  after  that  adjournment? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  the  evening? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  talked  the  matter  over  fhlly  with  him  about  these 
moneys  that  had  been  paid  by  him  to  you  ? 

Answer.  We  talked  the  matter  over  some. 

Qn^stion.  Did  you  then  see  any  receipts  he  had  of  yours  ? 

Answer.  I  saw  one  written  in  lead  pencU,  and  he  wanted  it 
changed  to  ink. 

Question.  After  that  he  went  home  and  returned  with  all  the 
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receipts  which  he  claimed  he  had  of  money  paid  to  joa,  and  pre- 
sented them  before  the  Committee  as  his  vouchers ;  thus  throwing 
upon  you  about  two  thousand  dollars  to  account  for.  Do  you  pre- 
sent before  this  Committee  any  Roll,  or  any  receipts,  or  any  vouch- 
ers whatever,  to  account  for  that  money  ? 

Ansioer.  I  put  them  into  Governor  Garcelon's  hands. 

Question.  When  did  you  put  them  into  his  hands  ? 

Answer.  As  I  drew  the  money. 

Question.  During  the  month  of  January  ? 

Aviswer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Can  you  in  any  way  account  for  the  fact  that  Governor 
Garcelon,  going  home  as  he  did  for  all  vouchers,  should  not  have 
presented  those  receipts,  when  he  was  giving  in  your  receipts  that 
threw  the  money  on  to  you  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  I  can. 

Question.  You  understand,  that  now  the  money  rests,  by  Governor 
Garcelon's  testimony  and  receipts,  in  your  hands  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  I  did  not  hear  his  testimony. 

Question.  He  has  so  testified,  and  shown  the  receipts,  and  has 
claimed  to  discharge  himself  by  fhrnishing  your  receipts? 

Answer.  I  furnished  him  with  a  list  of  men  employed  at  the  State 
House,  the  number  of  days  on  duty,  and  the  amount  each  man  re- 
ceived. 

Question.  You  do  not  claim  to  state  from  memory  how  much  that 
covered  ? 

Answer.  No ;  I  gave  him  a  receipt  for  all. 

Question.  Why  should  not  the  Governor,  after  he  had  seen  you 
before  he  went  home  after  vouchers,  have  produced  them  before  the 
Committee  ? 

Answer.  I  supposed  he  would  produce  them. 

Question.  Nothing  of  that  kind  has  been  produced.  Did  }l>u  keep 
a  Roll  apart  from  the  Roll  of  Black? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Separate  and  distinct  from  this  Roll  here? 

Answer.  Yes.  Some  of  them  were  men  who  were  on  this  Roll, — 
most  of  them. 

Question.  Most  of  them  were  men  on  this  Roll  ? 

Answer.  A  good  many.  If  I  had  known  I  was  to  be  called  before 
the_Committee,  I  would  have  got  that  Roll  from  Governor  Garcelon, 
but  he  told  me  he  was  responsible  for  the  money  that  he  paid  out, 
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and  he  wanted  the  Roll, — a  list  of  the  men.   I  simply  carried  out  his 
instmctions. 

Question. .  He  was  responsible  tiU  he  tamed  it  on  to  you  by  pro- 
ducing your  receipts.  I  find  on  here  two  names, — ^Woodman  and 
Longfellow? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  They  received  special  pay  here? 

Ariswer.  Yes,  for  special  services. 

Question.  They  were  in  your  employ  at  the  same  time,  receiving 
their  regular  salary  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  Mr.  French's  name  appears.  Was  that  Mr.  French 
a  Clerk  in  the  Adjutant  General's  office? 

ATiswer.  Yes. 

Question.  And  drawing  pay  as  Clerk? 

Anstffer,  I  presume  so. 

Question.  At  the  same  time  a  charge  is  made  for  services  about 
the  State  House? 

Aiiswer.  I  presume  he  got  pay  for  special  services. 

Question.  Any  idea  what  those  special  services  were? 

Answer.  He  stopped  in  the  Governor's  Private  Room  nights ;  to 
protect  the  returns,  I  think. 

Question.  Was  there  any  chance  of  anybody  getting  into  the  Gov- 
ernor's Room  through  the  hundred  and  fifty  men  you  had  here  ? 

Answer.  We  did  not  have  that  number  on. 

Question.  Fifty  ? 

Answer.  I  guess  we  did  not  have  on  fifty  the  time  I  speak  of. 
We  did  have  two  or  three  men  on  as  Special  Police  before  the 
eighteenth  of  November. 

Question.  This  is  stafiT  duty  he  has  charged  for,  after  Major  Fol- 
som  came  here  ? 

Ansioer.  I  have  no  means  of  knowing  about  that. 

Question.  Did  you  have  anything  to  do  with  making  up  the  tabu- 
lations or  compilations  of  the  returns  ? 

Ansioer.  No ;  I  am  not  in  any  way  responsible  for  that. 

Question.  Did  you  have  anything  to  do  with  either  the  custody  or 
treatment  of  them  from  the  time  they  were  sent  to  the  Secretary  of 
State's  office  till  certificates  were  issued  ? 

Answer.  I  never  had  one  of  them  in  my  hand. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  anybody  outside  the  Governor  and 
Council  that  had  any  control  of  them  ? 
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Ansioer.  Only  what  I  heaj:*d. 

Qttestion.  Did  yoa  see  here  in  Augusta,  members  of  the  Fusion 
party,  very  frequently  in  and  out  of  the  Council  Chanibef ,  during 
those 'weeks, — ^PiUsbury  and  others? 

Anstoer.  I  do  not  know  as  I  recollect  of  seeing  Pillsbmy  in  there. 

Question.  Do  you  not  remember  of  seeing  him  frequently  in  and 
about  the  Capitol? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  I  have  seen  him  in  here. 

Quention.  Has  that  not  been  his  habit  all  through,  up  to  the  time 
of  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature  ? 

Anstoer.  I  used  to  see  him  come  in  here  once  in  a  while ;  I  cannot 
say  how  frequently. 

Question.  You  remember  it  as  a  habit? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  remember  of  his  coming  in  here  a  few  times. 

By  Mk.  STROUT  : 

Question.  Any  matter  connected  with  any  part  of  the  investiga- 
tion that  you  wish  to  testify  about? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  I  think  of  anything.  [After  leaving 
the  Committee  room  witness  returns.] 

Question.  If  you  have  any  further  testimony  to  submit,  the  Com- 
mittee will  hear  it? 

Anstver.  I  want  to  say  to  the  Committee  that  a  large  number  of 
men  whose  names  are  on  this  list  here  have  been  paid  at  some  time 
by  me.  When  this  list  was  made  out  these  men  were  not  paid  for 
their  full  time,  and  I  furnished  Governor  Garcelon  with  a  list  of  the 
names  of  men  who  were  employed  at  the  State  House,  and  the  num- 
ber of  days  they  were  here,  and  the  amount  each  man  received. 
Now,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  Committee,  if  it  is  desirous  of  having 
a  fair  and  impartial  investigation  of  this  matter,  as  the  Governor  has 
in  his  possession  a  list  of  those  names,  it  would  be  no  more  than 
fair 

Mr.  Hale.     If  you  have  any  testimony  we  wHl  hear  it. 

WrrNEsa.  And  see  whether  I  paid  them  the  amount  indicated  by 
this  list ;  I  have  not  made  a  final  settlement  with  the  State,  and  there 
is  one  carpet  I  sold  that  I  have  not  received  the  pay  for,  and  I  have 
not  drawn  my  salary,  and  I  have  some  bills  which  were  paid  subse- 
quent to  the  vouchers  which  I  handed  in ;  I  have  some  more  vouchers 
I  have  not  put  in. 

Question.  You  have  sold  one  carpet  you  nave  received  your  pay 
for? 
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Anstver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Has  there  been  any  minute  or  record  or  return  ever 
niade  by  you  of  the  money  you  received  for  that  carpet  tibAt  belonged 
to  the  State,  that  yon  have  sold  and  taken  pay  for? 

Answer,  I  have  a  minute  of  it. 

Question.  Is  there  anj  in  this  State  House  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  never  have  lefb,  with  any  person,  any  minute  or 
memorandum  of  it? 

Answer.  No ;  I  did  not  settle  with  them  because  there  was  one 
carpet  I  had  not  received  pay  for. 

Question.  You  became  aware  that  this  Committee  had  ascertained 
you  had  sold  such  a  carpet  and  received  pay  for  it? 

Anstoer.  Yes. 

Question.  When  did  you  become  aware  of  it? 

Answer.  I  saw  it  in  the  ^^  Kennebec  Journal,"  I  think. 

Question.  But  before  you  became  aware  of  that  you  never  made 
any  return  of  that  money  ? 

Anstoer.  No;  I  have  not  settled  with  the  State.  I  have  not 
drawn  n^y  salary. 


March  6,  1880,  P.  M. 
B.  Emekt  Pratt,  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Question.  What  is  your  business? 

Anstoer.  I  practice  law. 

Question.  Your  residence? 

Anstoer.  Farmington,  FranMin  county. 

Question.  Whether  or  not  you  were  interested  in  the  election  on 
the  eighth  of  September,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine  ? 

Anstoer.  Not  pecuniarily  or  X)ersonally ;  I  was  interested  in  it  as 
far  as  my  feelings  were  concerned, — very  much  interested  in  it 
mentally. 

Question.  On  which  side? 

Anstoer.  On  what  is  popularly  called  the  Fusion  side. 

Question.  Did  you  take  part  in  planning  for  the  election  in  the 
town  of  Farmington  and  adjoining  towns  ? 

Anstoer.  Well,  I  think  it  may  properly  be  termed  so ;  I  made 
some  sx)eeche8  in  Farmington  and  towns  adjoining. 
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Question.  Present  at  the  town  meeting? 

Answer,  I  was  present  at  the  town  meeting  at  Farmington,  Sep- 
tember eighth. 

Question.  How  long  before  that  had  jou  been  engaged  in  the 
political  canvass  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  you  how  long. 

Question.  As  near  .as  you  can  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  do  anything  till  after  the  Democratic  and 
Greenback  conventions  had  been  held. 

Question.  Then  you  commenced  in  the  canvass  ? 

Answer.  I  made  a  little  speech  at  Farmington  the  day  of  tiie 
Democratic  convention,  and  made  a  little  speech  after  that  at  New 
Sharon,  one  at  Industry  and  one  at  Weld ;  I  think  that  is  all. 

Question.  After  the  election  was  over  how  did  you  understand 
that  the  State  had  gone,  so  far  as  you  could  gather  fh)m  the  public 
prints  ? 

Answer.  The  Fusion  papers,  Democratic  and  Greenback,  claimed 
the  State  was  Democratic  or  Fusion,  as  I  understand  it — as  I  recol- 
lect— and  the  Republican  papers  claimed  it  was  Republican. 

Question.  I  do  not  refer  to  the  Governor  but  to  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives ;  how  did  you  understand  the  State  had 
gone  after  the  election  was  over? 

Answer.  I  understand  that  legally  it  went  Fusion. 

Qu/estion.  From  the  public  prints  how  did  you  gather  the  State  had 
gone? 

Answer.  There  were  claims  both  ways. 

Question.  Were  there  any  Fusion  papers  you  are  aware  of  tiiat 
claimed,  in  the  first  instance,  that  a  majority  of  Fusion  Senators 
and  Representatives  had  been  elected? 

Answer.  I  am  not  positive  about  that. 

Question.  Stop  and  refresh  your  recollection? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  I  could  refi*e6h  my  recollection ;  do  not 
think  I  can  remember  how  it  was. 

Question.  State  any  Fusion  paper  that,  within  a  week  or  ten  days 
after  election,  claimed  that  a  Fusion  majority  had  been  elected  in 
the  House  and  Senate? 

Answer.  If  I  read  it  in  any  paper  it  was  the  ^'  Argus ; "  that  is 
the  paper  I  take  and  read.     The  ^' Aigus  "  will  speak  for  itself. 

Question.  Did  you  read  such  a  daim  as  that  in  the  '^  Argus?" 

Answer.  1  cannot  remember  certainly ;  I  think,  however,  that  was 
it. 
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Question,  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  for  a  fortnight  after  election  it  was 
understood  from  all  the  papers  that  the  State  had  elected  a  majority 
of  Republican  Senators  and  Representatives ;  that,  in  the  first 
instance,  the  Gubernational  vote  was  in  doubt,  and  afterwards  that 
there  was  no  election  by  the  people  ? 

Answer,  I  think,  on  reflection,  that  it  was  conceded  that,  upon 
the  face  of  the  returns,  a  majority  of  Senators  and  Representatives  < 
were  Republicans ;  I  call  to  memory  now  that  there  were  frauds 
claimed  on  the  other  side  which,  it  was  claimed,  would  vitiate, — jthat 
it  was  carried  by  ftaud  and  would  be  changed ;  I  think  that  was  the 
claim  in  the  papers. 

Question,  What  was  the  claim  in  relation  to  the  county  of  Frank- 
lin, that  it  was  Republican,  so  far  as  Senators  and  Representatives 
were  concerned,  or  Fusion  ? 

Answer,  It  was  in  doubt  for  some  time. 

Question,  But,  so  far  as  the  public  were  concerned,  it  was  settled 
that  the  Republicans  had  elected  them? 

Answer,  I  cannot  speak  for  the  public;    I  can  only  speak  for* 
myself. 

Question,  How  was  it,  so  far  as  your  judgment  and  knowledge 
went,  on  the  face  of  the  returns,  by  the  popular  vote? 

Ansv}er,  I  did  not  know  how  it  was ;  I  was  unable  to  find  how. 
the  returns  stood. 

Question,  How  long  was  it  before  you  began  to  hear  there  might 
be  defects  in  the  returns  and  question  made  in  regard  to  their  legality  ?. 

Answer,  I  cannot  tell  you. 

Qu^estion,  State  as  near  as  you  can  ? 

Answer,  I  cannot  recollect  anything  about  it.  I  know  there 
were  such  rumors. 

Question,  How  long  before  yon  heard  rumors  ? 

Answer,  My  impression  is  it  was  soon  after  election. 

Question.  Within  ten  days  ?  • 

Answer,  I  cannot  tell  you. 

Question,  Before  the  State  Fair  occurred  at  Portland? 

Answer,  I  cannot  tell  you. 

Question,  Give  your  best  recollection? 

Answer,  I  have ;  I  do  not  have  any  recollection  about  it ;  I  know 
it  seems  to  me  soon  after  election  I  heard  reports. 

Question,  Did  you  not  hear  such  reports,  according  to  your  best 
recollection,  ftora  ten  days  to  three  weeks  after  election? 

28 
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Answer.  I  should  presume  that  I  might ;  it  is  simply  a  guess. 

^Que8tion.  Where  did  you  first  hear  such  rumors? 

An»wer.  I  cannot  tell  you  that. 

Question.  Did  you  gather  it  fix>m  l^e  public  prints  in  the  first 
instance,  or  from  individuals? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  in  the  public  print ;  I  think  the  *•*"  Boston 
Globe  ^  was  one  of  the  first  papers  that  claimed  there  were  irregu- 
larities. 

Question.  I  speak  of  defective  returns — ^not  any  irr^ularities  in 
conducting  the  election? 

Answer,  I  cannot  tell  you  when ;  I  do  not  know  as  I  heard  there 
were  any  defects  in  returns  for  months  after  the  election. 

Question.  For  months  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 
.   Question.  Do  you  swear  you  did  not  hear  anything  of  that  kind? 

Answer.  I  do  not  swear  so,  but  I  swear  I  have  no  recollection  of 
hearing  there  was  any  defect  in  the  returns ;  I  did  not  understand 
that  anybody  knew  what  was  in  the  returns. 

Question.  Not  for  months  after  ? 

Answer.  No ;  I  think  not  till  sometime  late  in  November. 

Question.  Have  you  been  in  conmiunication  and  on  terms  of 
Mendship  with  the  prominent  men  in  the  Fusion  party  during  the 
past  year? 

Answer.  I  have  been  Mendly,  I  think,  with  prominent  men  in  the 
Fusion  party. 

Question.  You  are  recogmzed  as  one  of  the  leading  men  in  the 
party  in  your  section  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  I  am ;  I  am  a  Democrat  and  always  have 
been ;  we  made  a  trade  with  the  Fusion  party  this  fall  in  Franklin 
county,  and  that  was  the  first  time  I  ever  had  the  honor  of  the  title 
of  Fusionist. 

Question.  Y«u  have  been  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  in  your  section  heretofore, — an  active  man  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  I  have  been  an  active  man  in  politics. 
You  may  term  it  so.     I  have  done  but  very  little  in  politics. 

Question.  After  the  election  of  September  eighth,  when  did  you 
first  personally  interest  yourself  in  connection  with  the  election,  or 
the  parties  interested,  or  the  returns,  or  the  method  in  which  the 
election  was  conducted  ? 

Answer.  I  was  interested  from  before  the  election. 
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Question.  After  it  was  over? 

Answer.  As  far  as  being  interested,  I  was  interested  all  the  time. 
Question.  When  you  first  commenced  to  do  any  acts  or  take  any 
part  in  relation  to  what  had  passed  in  the  election  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  recollect ;  I  have  seen  some  affidavits  published 
in  the  papers  with  my  signature ;  I  see  by  those  dates  it  was  about 
the  middle  of  November. 

Question.  That  is  what  you  saw  in  the  paper? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  I  ask  you  upon  your  oath,  when  it  was  you  first  com- 
menced to  practically  and  actively  take  part  in  matters  connected 
with  the  election  which  had  transpired? 
Answer.  I  cannot  state. 
Question.  As  near  as  you  can  ? 

Answer.  Without  referring  to  those  newspaper  reports  which  I 
presume  are  correct,  I  cannot  give  any  definite  answer. 

Qtiestion.  Did  you  have  correspondence  with  prominent  men  at 
Augusta? 

Answer.  About  that  matter? 
Question.  Yes. 

Answer.  I  think  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Pillsbury,  asking  his  opinion  on  a 
question  of  law. 

Qtiestion.  Did  you  write  to  any  other  person? 
Answer.  I  do  not  think  I  did. 
Question.  When  was  it  you  wrote  to  Mr.  Pillsbury  ? 
Answer.  I  cannot  state ;  I  have  the  answer  in  my  pocket. 
Question.  State  as  near  as  you  can  ? 
Answer.  I  cannot ;  I  should  saj^  October  or  November. 
Question.  Refresh  your  recollection  from  the  answer  you  received 
and  state  how  long  before  that  it  was  you  wrote  ? 

Anstoer.    I  presume    it  was    immediately  preceding  that  time. 
The  answer  I  received  from  him  was  dated  ''  November  7,  1879." 

Question.  So  you  think  you  wrote  him  on  or  about  the  first  of 
November  ? 

Answer.  I  should  say  about  the  fifth  of  November,  I  judge  by  this 
answer  and  the  time  it  takes  for  mails  to  go. 

Question.  With  what  other  person  had  you  any  correspondence, 
by  mail? 

Answer.  I  had  correspondence  with  Mr.  Sawyer. 
Question.  What  Sawyer? 
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Anaioer.  P.  A.  Sawyer. 

Question.  Was  he  Deputy  Secretary  of  State  at  the  time  ? 

Answer.  I  understood  he  was. 

Question.  When  did  that  correspondence  commence  ? 

Answer.  I  shall  have  to  refresh  my  recollection  by  my  letters. 
[Witness  takes  letters  from  his  pocket  and  examines  them.]  I 
think  the  first  correspondence  I  had  with  Mr.  Sawyer,  by  this 
answer,  which  is  dated  October  second,  must  have  been  the  yezy 
last  days  of  September  or  the  first  day  of  October. 

Question.  How  long  did  your  correspondence  continue  with  him  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  [Looks  at  letters.]  I  will  commence 
back  fhrther ;  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Sawyer,  and  have  an  answer  fix)in 
him  here  of  thirteenth  of  September. 

Question.  In  relation  to  these  returns? 

Ansioer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  that  the  first  correspondence  you  had  about  the 
returns  or  connected  therewith  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  are  quite  sure  of  that? 

Answer,  Yes,  I  am. 

Question.  How  long  did  the  correspondence  continue  ? 

Answer.  That  letter  and  the  other  to  which  I  have  referred  is  all 
the  correspondence  I  had  with  him. 

Question.  When  was  the  last  letter  you  received  from  him  or 
wrote  to  him? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  you  ;  I  wrote  Sawyer  letters  I  never  received 
an  answer  to.  I  took  with  me  all  the  correspondence  I  had  with 
Sawyer  during  his  term  of  ofiQce. 

Question.  You  wrote  letters  up  to  how  late  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say. 

Question.  Best  of  your  recollection  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  whether  this  was  the  last  or  not? 

Question.  Did  you  write  him  a  letter  as  late  as  December  second? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say. 

Question.  What  is  your  recollection? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  a  thing  about  it ;  I  might  and  might 
not. 

Question.  In  relation  to  these  returns  ? 

Answer.  I  might  have  written  him  and  might  not ;  cannot  recol- 
lect whether  I  did  or  not. 
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Question.  How  long  was  the  last  correspondence  you  had  before 
the  sitting  of  the  Legislature  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  you ;  I  have  no  idea  at  all  about  it. 
Question.  Did  it  relate  to  these  returns? 

Answer.  I  cannot  state  what  I  wrote  to  Sawyer, — anything  further 
than  by  these  letters  in  answer. 

Question.  To  what  other  persons  in  Augusta,  or  who  had  business 
in  Augusta,  did  you  write,  in  relation  to  this  matter,  firom  the  time 
of  the  election  down  to  the  session  of  the  Legislature  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  as  I  wrote  to  anybody  else. 

Question.  Do  you  swear  you  did  not? 

Answer.  I  do  not,  because  I  might  have  written  to  somebody  and 
forgotten ;  I  have  no  recollection  of  it. 

Question.  Did  you  not  write  to  Governor  Garcelon  ? 

Ansvoer.  I  think  I  wrote  to  him. 

Question.  Did  you  not  remember  that  when  I  asked  you  the 
question  ? 

Ansiver.  No ;  but  I  now  remember  I  wrote  to  Governor  Garcelon 
and  to  the  Council. 

Question.  Did  you  write  to  the  Governor  and  Council? 

Answer.  I  think  I  did ;  that  is  all  the  letter  I  have  reference  to. 

Question.  Did  you  not  write  Alonzo  Garcelon  in  person  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  whether  I  did  or  not ;  I  might. 

Question.  Did  you  not  write  E.  C.  Moody  while  he  was  here? 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Question.  The  gentleman  who  was  before  us  the  other  day? 

Answer.  I  think  not ;  I  never  saw  him  or  knew  him. 

Question.  Do  you  testify  you  did  not? 

Answer.  I  have  no  recollection  of  writing  him.  a  letter. 

Question.  Did  you  write  to  Captain  Chase,  one  of  the  Governor's 

Council  ? 

Answer.  No ;  I  do  not  think  I  ever  did. 

Question.  Did  you  write  to  Mr.  Fogg? 

Anstcer.  I  do  not  think  I  did. 

Question.  Or  Foster? 

Answer.  Or  Foster. 

Question.  Or  Brown? 

Answer.  I  think  I  never  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  Brown  regarding 
this  matter ;  I  have  no  recollection  that  I  ever  did.  I  have  had  cor- 
respondence with  him  and  I  might  have  said  something  of  this 
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matter  to  him ;  I  had  business  with  him,  but  I  have  no  recollection 
of  mentioning  this  matter  to  him  further  than  the  letter  directed  to 
the  Governor  and  Council. 

Question,  Did  you  see  any  party  personally,  connected  with  the 
State  department  or  any  leader  or  prominent  man  in  Democratic  or 
Fusion  party,  in  relation  to  the  matter  of  these  returns  during  that 
time? 

Answer,  During  what  time  ? 

Question,  From  September  eighth  to  the  session  of  the  L^isla- 
ture? 

Answer,  With  anj^bod}'  connected  with  the  State  Government? 

Question,  Yes. 

An^swer,  I  think  I  saw  Mr.  Sawyer  several  times  during  that 
time,  as  he  passed  through  to  PhiUips. 

Question,  Did  you  have  conversation  with  him  in  relation  to  this 
matter? 

Answer,  I  think  I  asked  him  what  his  opinion  was  about  the 
results. 

Question,  Can  you  remember  when  you  first  saw  him  about  it? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Cannot  give  the  date  ? 

Answer,  Not  the  slightest. 

Question,  Where  did  you  see  him? 

Answer.  I  think  I  have  seen  him  at  Farmington,  when  he  has 
been  passing  through. 

Question,  Has  he  been  to  your  office  ? 

Answer,  I  cannot  say  whether  he  had  been  to  my  office  before  the 
session  of  the  Legislature  since  election.  He  is  frequently  at  m}' 
office  when  in  town. 

Question,  This  matter  of  the  returns  and  counting  out  was 
exciting? 

Answer,  It  was  exciting  to  some,  I  presume. 

Question,  Still  you  say  you  have  no  recollection  whether  Sawyer 
came  to  your  office  during  this  time  ? 

Answer,  I  think  I  saw  Sawyer  in  Farmington,  but  where  I  cannot 
tell ;  my  impression  is  I  saw  him  once  at  the  depot ;  my  impression 
is  I  saw  him  several  times  during  that  period  you  speak  of,  but  1 
cannot  swear. 

ft 

Question,  Do  you  hold  in  your  hands  the  letters  of  various  parties 
which  you  brought  in  answer  to  the  summons  of  the  Committee  ? 
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Answer.  Yes,  together  with  other  letters.  That  piece  of  paper, 
which  I  now  show,  belongs  with  one  of  the  letters ;  it  came  with  it 
to  me  and  will  explain  the  letter,  perhaps. 

Question.  Examine  the  letter  now  handed  you,  marked  ^^ Exhibit 
18,  G.  D.  JB.,  Clerk  of  Committee,"  and  state  whether  it  is  in  your 
hand  writing,  and  signed  by  you?     [Witness  looks  at  letter.] 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  wrote  that  letter. 

Question.  To  whom  is  it  addressed? 

Anstcer.  ^^  Hon.  Alonzo  Oarcelon  and  the  Executive  Council." 

[At  request  of  Mr.  STROUT,  witness  reads  the  letter  as  fol- 
lows :] 

**  Farmington,  Maine,  Nov.  15, 1879. 
ffon.  Alonzo  Garcelon  A  the  Executive  Council : 

Bnclosed  please  find  affidavits  of  the  Clerks  of  the  Towns  of  Rangeley 
and  Jay,  showing  that  their  record  was  not  made  up  in  open  town  meet- 
ing as  required  by  law.  I  have  consulted  E.  F.  Pillsbury,  and  he  is  of 
tlie  same  opinion  ^  that  the  Clerk  must  make  his  record  in  open  town  meet- 
ing, or  it  is  fatal.'  I  shall  forward  other  testimony  as  soon  as  I  can  get  it 
from  Rangeley  and  Dallas  Plantation.  Please  to  hold  back  on  the  Franklin 
Co.  returns  until  I  get  in  the  remainder  of  our  testimony,  if  possible. 

Your  obt.  serv't, 

B.  Emert  Pratt." 

Question.  With  whom  had  you  been  in  consultation  or  conferred, 
in  relation  to  the  matter,  before  writing  that  letter  ? 

Answer.  Upon  what  question  ? 

Question.  Of  these  returns. 

Answer.  I  had  consulted  with  Eben  F.  Pillsbury, — wrote  him  a 
letter, — and  that  is  the  answer  you  have  there. 

Question.  Have  you  any  copy  of  the  letter  you  wrote  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Qu£stion.  Do  you  know  what  its  contents  were  ? 

Answer.  I  know  I  asked,  in  the  letter,  his  opinion  as  to  that  point 
of  law  ;  whether  or  not  it  would  invalidate  the  returns  if  the  record 
was  not  made  up  in  open  town  meeting. 

Question.  Had  you  consulted  or  talked  with  Mr.  Sawyer,  Deputy 
Secretary  of  State,  in  relation  to  the  matter? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  whether  I  had  or  not.  I  do  not  think  I  had ; 
I  have  not  any  recollection  that  I  did ;  I  might. 

Question.  Had  you  conferred  with  anj'  other  party  in  relation  to. 
it,  or  talked  wtih  them  ? 

Anstver.  I  think  I  might  have  asked  some  of  the  lawyers'  opin- 
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ions  at  Farmington  ;  think  I  might  have  asked  Mr.  Whitcomb ;  I 
will  not  say  I  did,  but  presume  likely. 

Question.  Did  you  talk  with  S.  Clifford  Belcher  about  it? 

Answer,  I  cannot  remember. 

Question,  You  have  no  remembrance  about  it? 

Answer.  I  remember  that  I  talked  with  him  about  some  things, 
but  cannot  remember  what;  I  presume  likely  I  might  have  men- 
tioned it  to  Major  Belcher,  but  I  do  not  have  any  distinct  recollection ; 
cannot  say  I  did,  or  but  I  did. 

Qiuestion,  Do  you  testify  you  had  not  consulted  or  talked  with 
either  of  the  Governor's  Council  or  the  Secretarj'  or  Deputy  Seo- 
retar}^  of  State  in  relation  to  the  matter  of  the  returns  from  Frank- 
lin county,  before  writing  that  letter? 

Answer.  I  state  that  I  had  not  seen  any  member  of  the  Gov- 
ernor's Council,  to  my  recollection,  from  the  time  of  the  election  to 
the  time  of  the  session  of  the  Legislature ;  but  I  cannot  swear  pos- 
itively but  I  had ;  I  am  very  forgetful. 

Question.  Had  you  talked  with  the  Deputy  Secretary  of  State 
about  it? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  that ;  I  presume  if  I  had  a  chance  to  say^ 
anything  to  him  about  it  I  said  it ;  but  I  have  no  recollection.  The 
presumptipn  would  be,  I  talked  with  him  about  it  if  I  talked  with 
him  during  that  time. 

Question.  I  call  j'ou  attention  to  letter  marked  ^^  Exhibit  19,  G, 
D.  B.^  Clerk  of  Committee"  and  ask  if  that  was  written  by  you? 
[Witness  looks  at  letter.] 

Answer.  That  is  my  writing. 

Question,  To  whom  ? 

Answer,  I  presume  that  was  directed  to  the  Governor  and  Coun- 
cil ;  I  cannot  swear  as  to  that. 

[Witness,  at  request  of  Mr.  Strolt,  reads  letter  as  follows :] 

*^New  Sharon.  Nov.  17. 1879. 

I  have  been  to  Dallas  PL,  Franklin  Co.,  and  arranged  for  those  returns 
to  be  amended  and  they  will  be  forwarded  soon  as  ree'd  by  me.  I  also 
expect  an  affidavit  from  the  clerk  of  Greenvale  PL,  same  as  from  Range- 
ley,  also  others.  Don't  declare  this  county  any  other  than  fusion  for  want 
of  testimony,  for  that  you  will  have.  In  haste, 

B.  Emery  Pratt." 

Q;uestion,  Did  you  do  as  you  said  you  would  in  this  letter — for- 
ward the  returns  when  received  by  you? 
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Answer,  That  word  ^^  returns"  is  improperly  used  there.  That 
meant  " record"  instead  of  returns. 

Question.  Are  you  not  aware  that  it  is  now  within  the  knowledge 
of  this  Committee  that  blank  returns  were  sent  out  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State's  office  in  numerous  instances,  and  that  amended 
returns  were  made  up  and  returned  here  to  the  Secretary  of  State's 
office? 

Anstver,  I  know  nothing  of  the  matter. 

Question.  Do  you  now  say  to  us  that,  as  a  lawyer,  you  did  not 
know  the  difference  between  a  return  and  a  record? 

Ansioer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  say  that ;  I  do  know  the  difference 
between  a  return  and  a  record. 

Question.  In  writing  to  the  Governor  and  Council,  you  say  that 
when  you  wrote  the  words  "  amended  returns  "  you  meant  "  amended 
record?" 

Answer.  I  do ;  I  mean  what  I  say. 

Question.  As  a  lawyer,  can  you  tell  me  any  law  by  which  a  record 
may  be  amended  in  order  to  be  returned  to  the  Governor  and  Coun- 
cil to  amend  returns  in  the  hands  of  the  Governor  and  Council  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  there  is  any ;  I  understood  that  that 
could  be  done. 

Question.  From  what  source  ? 

Anstver.  It  was  talked  over  by  lawyers. 

Question.  What  lawyer  ever  told  you  so  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  I  could  state  positive,  but  I  think  Mr. 
Whitcomb  and  I  talked  it  over. 

Question.  Do  you  say  that  Mr.  Whitcomb  ever  told  you  that  a 
record  could  be  amended  so  it  could  be  forwarded  to  the  Governor 
and  Council  so  as  to  amend  the  returns  by  it? 

Answer.  I  do  not  state  so. 

Question.  Is  there  any  law  or  statute  which  authorized  that? 

Answer.  No ;  I  do  not  mean  to  say  there  is  anj'thing  in  the  stat- 
ute which  is  not  there. 

Question.  You  knew  it  was  not  there  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  did  or  not. 

Question.  What  did  you  mean  by  ^'•Amended  returns?" 

Answer.  I  will  state  to  this  Committee  what  arrangement  I  made 
with  the  Clerk  of  Dallas  Plantation. 

Question.  From  your  own  letter,  written  by  your  own  hand,  "/ 
have  been  to  Dallas  Plantation^  Franklin  county,  and  arranged  for 
those  returns  to  be  amended" 
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Answer,  That  is  the  waj'  it  reads. 

Question,  Was  there  more  than  one  record  in  Dallas  Plantation? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  I  never  saw  the  record. 

Question.  If  you  wrote  that  hy  mistake  would  you  say  "  Ihost 
record  f^ 

Answer.  It  seems  I  did. 

Question.  You  said  "those  returns."  There  were  returns  from 
Dallas  plantation,  were  there  not? 

Ansicer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Do  3'ou  not  know  that  every  plantation  and  every  town 
makes  returns  for  the  several  officers,  for  Representatives,  Senators. 
Governor  and  Count}-  Officers  ? 

Answer.  I  know  the}^  are  required  b}'  law  to. 

Question.  What  did  3*ou  mean  b}'  using  the  words  ^Hhose  returns  f^ 

Answer.  I  will  state  what  arrangement  I  made,  and  what  I  meant 
when  I  wrote  that  letter :  I  talked  with  the  Clerk  of  Dallas  Planta- 
tion. How  I  happened  to,  Mr.  Field,  County  Attorney  of  Franklin 
County,  told  me  he  had  seen  a  certified  copy  of  the  returns  of  Dal- 
las Plantation, — I  mean  the  record, — that  he  had  seen  a  certified 
copy  of  the  record,  and  that  they  had  given  in  so  many  votes  for 
Garcelon,  and  so  many  for  Smith,  and  so  many  for  Davis,  bat  did 
not  put  down  their  given  names  ;  I  went  to  see  the  Clerk  of  Dallas, 
but  he  was  not  at  home,  and  I  did  not  see  his  record.  I  arranged 
with  him  to  come  to  John  Haley's  at  Rangeley,  and  have  Mr.  Haley 
show  him  how  to  make  a  record  of  his  meeting — to  make  a  certified 
copy  of  the  record  as  he  had  got  it  in  his  book  —  then  to  make 
another  record  and  have  it  conform  to  the  facts,  and  for  him  to  make 
an  affidavit  of  the  circumstances  and  forward  it. 

Question.  To  whom? 

Answer.  Forward  it  to  me. 

Question.  To  whom  were  3'ou  to  forward  it? 

Answer.  I  intended  to  forward  it  to  the  Governor  and  Council. 

Question.  By  arrangement  with  whom  ? 

Answer.  By  arrangement  with  nobody. 

Question.  How  did  3'ou  know  there  was  any  such  error  that  could 
be  amended  by  sending  amended  returns  or,  as  j^ou  now  state, 
' '  amended  record  "  .* 

Ansxoer.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  query  in  my  mind  as  to  what 
evidence  could  be  considered  by  the  Governor  and  Council,  and  1 
think  there  was  considerable  discussion  in  the  papers  about  it. 
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Question.  Tell  this  Committee  what  3'ou  meant  by  writing  to  the 
Governor  and  Council  as  you  did  in  that  letter, — not  inquiring  what 
evidence  would  be  received  ? 
A7i8wer.  I  meant  precisely  what  I  stated ;  I  had  been  there. 
Qv>estion,  You  say  you  had  had  no  conference, — ^j^ou  did  not 
make  inquiry, — but  stated  to  them  confidently  they  would  be  fur- 
nished ? 

Answer,  I  stated  to  them  it  would  be  done,  in  that  letter,  and  it 
was  meant  for  the  Governor  and  Council. 

Question.  When  you  say  you  did  not  know  they  would  receive  an 
amended  return  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  know  as  the}'  would  consider  any  kind  of  evi- 
dence. 

Q;iiestion.   Had  you  ever  known  before  that  the  Governor  and 
GouucU  had  received  an  amended  return  bv  which  to  correct  the 
official  retrnm,  in  relation  to  Governor,  Senators  and  Representatives  ? 
Answer.  I  saw  by  Mr.  Pishon's  letter  that  was  published. 
Question.  AVhen  did  3'ou  see  that  ? 
Ajhswer.  I  do  not  know  when  that  was. 

Question.  Prior  to  JNovember  seventeenth,  eighteen  hundred  and 
seventy-nine,  had  you  ever  heard  of  such  a  thing? 
Answer.  I  cannot  say. 

Question.  Had  you  ever  known  such  a  thing  to  be  done  before  ? 
Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  I  had. 

Question.  Wh}'  should  you  write  to  the  Governor  and  Council,  the 
same  as  you  would  if  the  matter  had  been  arranged,  saying  you  had 
arranged  to  have  those  returns  amended  ? 

Answer.  I  made  just  the  aiTangement  I  have  stated  to  you,  and 
no  other. 

Question.  Had  Eben  F.  Pillsbury  advised  you  that  any  such 
return  would  be  received  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  nor  any  other  man. 
Question.  You  never  had  heard  of  it? 
Answer.  I  never  had. 
Question.  From  any  person  ? 

Answer.  From  an}'  person  to  m}'  knowledge,  at  this  time  ;  I  was 
going  simply  to  put  the  facts,  as  they  existed,  before  the  Governor 
and  Council  and  let  them  act  as  they  chose,  and  then  turn  the  papers 
over  to  the  Legislature. 

Question*  You  had  had  no  talk  with  Mr.  Sawj'cr  about  that  mat- 
ter? 
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An8weT.  No. 

Question,  Or  any  kindred  matter? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  I  had ;  I  do  not  think  there  was  any  kin- 
dred matter  to  it. 

Question,  With  whom  did  you  arrange  in  relation  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  record  ? 

Answer.  I  arranged  with  Mr.  Collins,  I  think. 

Question.  Where  did  he  reside  ? 

Answer.  Dallas  Plantation ;  I  went  to  his  house  to  see  him  but  he 
was  away,  and  I  did  not  see  his  record  at  all. 

Question.  What  arrangement  did  you  make  to  have  his  record 
amended  ? 

Anstoer.  I  arranged  with  him,  at  John  Haley's  house  in  Rangeley 
village,  to  bring  down  his  book  to  Mr.  Haley,  and  for  Mr.  Haley 
and  him  to  make  a  copy  of  his  record,  as  he  had  it  in  his  book ;  then, 
to  make  a  proper  record  as  it  should  be  made — as  Haley  would 
instruct  him — ^he  did  not  know  how  himself — on  paper,  mind  you, 
and  to  make  an  affidavit  stating  that  the  copy  was  a  certified  copy  of 
the  book,  and  then  make  a  return  according  to  the  facts  and  an 
affidavit  that  such  were  the  facts. 

Question.  Before  whom  was  he  to  make  that  affidavit? 

Ansicer.  Before  John  Hale  v. 

Question.  Did  he  ever  make  any  such  affidavit  ? 

Answer.  No  ;  I  never  got  an^'  sort  of  a  thing  from  him. 

Question,  He  declined  to  do  it? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  I  never  heard  from  or  saw  him  since 
that  day. 

Question.  Have  you  seen  any  blank  returns  since  election? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  You  have  seen  returns  such  as  are  used  in  making  up 
returns  for  Senators  and  Representatives? 

Ans7/:er.  Yes ;  I  have  been  Town  Clerk. 

Question.  Then  you  knew  perfectly  well  the  difierence  between  a 
return  and  a  record  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  simply  a  clerical  error. 

Question,  You  say  you  made  the  clerical  error  of  using  ''^  those  re- 
turns^*' in  the  plural,  instead  of  "  thcU  record^**  or  ^^  the  record  f^* 

Answer,  I  do  state  that  positive. 

Question,  That  was  a  clerical  error? 

Answer,  I  define  it  as  such ;  I  wrote  that  when  in  fact  I  meant 
just  what  I  have  told  you. 
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Question.  By  "<Ao««  returns"  you  meant  the  record  of  the  Clerk? 
Answer,  I  meant  the  certified  copy  of  the  record  together -with  a 
cop3^  of  the  facts,  with  an  affidavit  that  those  were  the  facts. 

Q^estiaa.   State  any  other  town  or  plantation  where  you  made 
inquiry  in  relation  to  the  record  ? 
Answer.  I  did,  in  the  town  of  Rangely. 
Question.  Who  was  Town  Clerk  there  ? 
Answer.  John  Haley. 
Question.  What  did  you  do  there  ? 

Ansvjer.    Had  an  affidavit  stating  that  the  Clerk  made  up  the 
record  of  the  meeting  the  next  day  after  the  meeting  adjourned. 
Question.   Was  there  an}'  defect  in  the  record  or  returns  ? 
Ansioer.  I  never  have  seen  the  returns ;  I  recollect  the  error  in 
the  record  was  a  clerical  error  in  the  spelling  of  Rodolphus  Thomp- 
son.    He  spelled  it  Roldolphus. 

Question.  How  did  you  know  that  he  made  up  the  return  the  same 
as  the  record ;  did  he  tell  you  so  ? 

Question.  He  said  he  supposed  he  did ;  he  did  not  know  whether 
he  had  made  that  error  in  the  return  or  not ;  I  never  saw  the  return. 
Question.  Did  you  not  have  some  information  in  relation  to  that 
matter? 
Answer.  Of  the  returns? 
Q;uestion.  Yes. 

Answer.  Not  from  any  human  being,  or  any  other  power.  I  will 
state  squarely  here  now,  that  the  nearest  I  ever  came  to  seeing  one 
of  the  returns  of  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  was  a  copy  I 
saw  exhibited  by  I.  Warren  Merrill,  which  he  said  was  a  certified 
copy.  He  exhibited  it  in  an  indignation  meeting,  and  I  was  prob- 
ably twenty  feet  from  him.  He  was  Clerk  of  Farmington,  and  he 
sent  and  got  a  certified  copy. 

Question.  Look  at  '*' Exhibit  20,  G.  D.  B.,  Clerk  of  Committee" 
and  state  whether  or  not  it  is  signed  by  John  Haley,  and  whether  the 
jurat  and  the  body  of  the  affidavit  are  written  by  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  the  body  of  the  affidavit  is  in  my  hand  writing  and 
was  written  by  me,  and  signed  by  John  Haley,  in  my  presence. 
Question.  Did  he  make  oath  to  that  in  yotu:  presence? 
Answer.  He  did. 

Question.  Does  it  contain  the  truth  as  far  as  you  and  he  could 
learn  it  at  the  time? 
Answer.  [Witness  reads  the  paper.]     Yes;  that  contained  the 
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facts  as  he  stated;  and  be  exhibited  to  me  some  of  the  balloto 
thrown  jbr  Thompson,  properl}'^  spelled. 

Question,  How  was  it  that  he  had  that  matter  first  called  to  his 
attention,  that  it  was  ^^Roldulphus**  instead  of  *'*'Rodolphu%Y* 

Answer.  I  called  his  attention  to  it  myself. 

Question.  Did  you  examine  his  record? 

Ansiver.  I  did. 

Question.  In  his  presence  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  you  called  bis  attention  to  that  error? 

Answer.  I  called  bis  attention  to  the  fact  that  it  was  spelled 
wrong,  and  be  looked  at  it,  and  at  once  stated  it  was  spelled  wrong 
and  he  did  not  know  it  before. 

Question.  You  had  been  a  Town  Clerk  ? 

Ansioer.  I  had. 

Question.  Was  there  not  a  copy  of  bis  record  before  the  Governor 
and  Council  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  You  had  no  knowledge  that  the  return  itself  did  not 
have  the  name  correctl3'  spelled? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  He  had  no  knowledge  ? 

Answer.  He  did  not  inform  me  that  be  had. 

Question.  Still  he  says,  on  oath,  that  "  in  making  my  lifst  of  per- 
sons voted  for  Sept.  Sthj  1879.,  as  clerk  of  the  town  of  Rangeley^  I 
made  the  following  error ^  to  wit:  '  Roldolphus  P.  Thompson^*  when 
in  truth  and  in  fact  the  person  voted  for  was  Rodolphus  P.  Thomp- 
son r 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  had  had  no  information  from  any  person  that  a 
copy  of  a  record,  or  an  affidavit,  would  be  received  to  correct  the 
returns  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  You  had  never  known  such  a  thing  to  be  done  before? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Still  you  told  the  Governor  and  Council  yoa  had 
arranged  for  those  returns  to  be  amended  in  Dallas,  and  added 
'  ^Don*t  declare  the  county  any  other  than  fusion  for  want  oftestifnony. 
for  that  you  will  havef* 

Answer.  That  letter  is  in  my  hand  writing. 
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Question.  Did  you  refer  to  such  affidavits  as  this  when  you  told 
them  they  would  have  testimony  which  would  control  the  count  of 
Franklin  county  ? 
Answer.  I  did  not  say  anything  about  controlling  the  count. 
Question.  You  told  them  ''  Not  to  declare  the  county  any  other  than 
fusion^  for  want  of  testimony  f* 
Answer.  I  told  them  what  I  wrote. 

Question.  Is  that  a  part  of  the  testimony  you  referred  to  ? 
Answer.  I  cannot  tell  you. 
Question.  You  have  no  knowledge  about  that? 
Answer.  I  do  not  think  it  is ;  I  think  this  was  taken  before  that 
letter  was  written ;  the  date  so  shows. 

Question.  Had  it  been  forwarded  before  this  letter  was  written  ? 
Answer.  I  think  so,  but  I  cannot  tell. 

Question.  This  was  dated  November  eleventh ;  did  you  forward  it 
immediately  ? 

Answer.  I  think  I  did  very  soon ;  my  letter  there  shows  when  I 
forwarded  it. 

Question.  You  were  in  correspondence,  at  that  time,  with  the 
Deputy  Secretary  of  State  ? 

Answer.  I  wrote  letters  to  him,  and  received  what  I  have  handed 
in ;  they  speak  for  themselves. 

Question.  You  say  to  them,  ^^DonU  declare  the  county  any  other 
than  Fusion  for  want  of  testimony,  for  that  you  ufiU  have."  What 
other  testimony  was  it  you  were  to  furnish  them  ? 

Answer.  There  were  expected  to  be  some  affidavits  that  paupers 
voted,  and  frauds  had  been  committed  ;  I  thought  I  should  get  affi- 
davits of  those  facts,  but  I  did  not ;  one  question  I  do  not  think  I 
fuUy  answered :  you  asked  me  what  other  towns  I  got  affidavits  from 
or  examined  the  records  of;  I  called  on  the  Town  Clerk  of  Jay,  and 
got  an  affidavit  from  him  that  his  record  was  not  made  on  the  I'eoord 
book  till  the  next  day  after  town  meeting.  The  records  of  the  towns 
of  Jay  and  Rangeley  were  the  only  town  records  I  read,  or  have 
read  up  to  this  time. 

Question.  I  pass  you  paper  marked  "  Exhibit  21^  G.  D.  B.^  Clerk 
of  Committee^''  and  ask  you  in  whose  hand  writing  it  is,  by  whom 
signed,  and  whether  received  by  you  at  or  about  its  date? 

Answer.  It  was  received  by  me ;  I  do  not  know  who  wrote  it ;  I 
have  no  doubt  Eben  F.  Pillsbury  wrote  it ;  it  looks  like  his  hand 
writing,  and  purports  to  be  signed  by  him.  • 
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[Witness,  at  request  of  Mr.  Strout,  reads  the  letter,  as  follows :] 

*' Augusta,  Nov.  7, 1879. 

Bro.  Pratt:  Yours  received.  I  think  if  the  Clerk  does  not  make  his 
record  ^  in  open  town  meeting,'  it  is  fatal.  Let  me  know  what  town  it  is, 
so  that  I  can  calculate  upon  results.  Have  you  found  any  other  irregu- 
larities? 

In  haste,  E.  F.  Pillsbury." 

Question.  What  did  you  understand  by  '^  «o  that  I  can  ccUctdale 
upon  results"  f 

Answer,  I  never  understood  anything  about  it ;  it  is  something  I 
do  not  know  anything  about. 

Q^est^on.  Did  you  forward  to  him  information  as  to  what  town 
it  was? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect ;  I  do  not  think  I  did. 

Question,  Did  you  have  any  communication  with  him  after  that 
time? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  I  did ;  I  have  no  letter  from  him ;  I  keep 
all  my  letters  on  file,  and  I  have  examined  all  my  letters  and  find 
none  but  this  one,  and  I  have  no  recollection  of  any. 

Question,  How  did  you  expect  he  would  be  able  to  ^^calctUate 
upon  results"  if  you  did  not  write  him? 

Answer.  I  did  not  make  any  calculation  about  it.  I  knew  noth- 
ing about  his  results  and  cared  nothing ;  I  supposed  he  wanted  to 
get  information  and  make  up  his  mind  in  advance  what  effect  it  was 
going  to  have. 

Question.  Any  doubt  about  that? 

Answer.  No ;  I  do  not  think  I  have. 

Question.  So  that,  he  was  at  that  time,  engaged  in  calculating 
upon  results  ? 

Answer.  You  see  the  letter ;  I  told  you  I  knew  nothing  aboat  it 
ftirther  than  it  shows,  and  had  no  fhrther  communication  vnth  him 
pro  or  con  after  that,  to  my  recollection.  I  simply  asked  his  opin- 
ion upon  that  one,  lone,  abstract  point  of  law,  and  got  it. 

Question.  You  knew  Mr.  Pillsbury  was  living  at  Augusta. 

Answer.  I  supposed  he  was. 

Question.  You  knew  he  was  prominent  as  a  Democrat? 

Anstoer.  I  did. 

Question.  You  knew  that  he  would  probably  form  as  good  judg- 
ment in  relation  to  what  would  be  considered  ^^ fatal"  or  otherwise, 
as  any  man  in  the  State? 
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Afimoer.  I  considered  his  opinion  upon  a  point  of  law  as  very 
good. 

Question.  Did  yon  consider  the  opini<m  of  Eben  F.  Pillsbury 
upon  a  question  of  statute  law  was  any  better  than  Mr.  Whiteomb's, 
or  your  own,  even  ?  ^ 

Answer.  I  thought  it  was  much  better  than  mine. 

Question.  That  his  opinion  upon  a  question  of  plain  statute  pro- 
vision was  better  than  that  of  the  lawyers  of  Farmington ;  did  you 
really  think  so? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  what  I  thought.  I  wrote  him  and  got  his 
opinion,  didn't  I? 

Question.  Yes,  and  I  know  why,  but  I  want  you  to  tell  me? 

Answer.  I  shall  not  compare  Mr.  Pillsbuiy  with  other  lawyers. 
It  is  not  a  matter  of  courtesy  to  come  in  here  and  tell  you  I  think 
you  know  more  than  he  does. 

Question.  Why  did  you  write  him  upon  a  plain  question  of  statute 
law  unless  you  supposed  he  had  better  facilities  for  knowing  what 
would  pass  with  the  Governor  and  Council  than  the  lawyers  at 
Farmington? 

Answer.  I  considered  his  opinion  much  better  than  mine ;  I  think 
you  have  heard  in  your  practice,  that  ^^in  a  midtitiuie  of  counsel 
there  is  safety." 

Question.  I  now  show  you  ^^  Exhibit  22, j  G.  D.  -B.,  Clerk  of 
Committee,'  and  ask  you  whether  that  is  in  Mr.  Sawyer's  band 
writing? 

Answer.  I  suppose  it  to  be.    I  do  not  know.    I  received  it  as  . 
his. 

Question.  It  is  signed  by  him? 

Answer.  It  purports  to  be ;  I  am  not  an  expert,  but  I  think  it  is  . 
his. 

Question.  He  resides  in  your  neighborhood? 

Answer.  At  Phillips,  about  eighteen  miles  from  me ;  same  county. . 

[Witness  at  request  of  Mr.  Strout,  reads  the  letter  as  follows ;] 

"  Augusta,  Oct.  2, 1879. 

Bro.  Fbatt  :  Herewith  I  hand  you  vote  for  the  several  candidates  in  < 
Franklin  County  at  last  election,  as  requested  by  General  Clark.    Hope 
they  will  be  of  advantage  to  you  and  that  you  may  be  able  to  discover 
some  ft&ud  or  looseness  that  will  work  to  our  advantage.   In  great  haste. 

Yours  truly,        P.  A.  Sawyer," 
29 
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Question.     Is  the  paper  marked   ^^ Exhibit  22*'  the  document 
referred  to  in  that  letter? 

Answer.  It  is,  but  this  paper  has  been  changed. 

Question.  Who  changed  it?    . 

Answer.    I  did;  wherever  there  is.  a  pencil  mark  it  is  my  hand 
writing. 

Question.  Do  you  know  in  whose  hand  writing  the  rest  of  it  is  ? 

Answer.  No  farther  than  I  should  judge  it  is  Sawyer's ;  I  have 
no  knowledge.     That  would  be  my  opinion ;  I  am  not  an  expert. 

Question.  It  appears  to  be  copies  of  the  number  of  votes  con- 
tained in  a  certain  return? 

Answer.  Yes, — in  the  Clerk's  return,— not  the  official  return. 

Question.  When  did  you  send  for  that  to  the  Deputy  Secretary  of 
State? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  I  sent  for  that ;  I  think  Greneral  Clark 
sent  for  that,  and  ordered  it  sent  to  me. 

Question.  Who  is  General  Clark  ? 

Answer.  George  W.  Clark. 

Question.  Where  does  he  reside  ? 

Answer.  New  Vineyard,  I  suppose. 

Question.  In  your  county  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  What  are  his  politics  ? 

Answer.  He  is  what  is  called  a  Fusionist ;  do  not  know  whether 
<he  is  a  Democrat  or  Greenbacker. 

"Question.  An  active  politician  in  Franklin  county  ? 
Answer.  He  always  has  been ;  as  a  Democrat  he  has  been  very 
.active,  and  has  been  to  the  Legislature,  and  been  a  Selectman. 

'Question.  Had  you  seen  him  and  talked  with  him  before  October 
second? 

.Atbswer.  My  impression  is,  I  had. 

^Question.  Where? 

Answer.  1  can  not  say,  but  I  should  say  probably  at  my  office. 

Question.  Did  you  talk  about  these  returns  ? 

Ansimr.  1  cannot  tell  you  what  we  talked  about.  Yes,  I  recollect, 
and  state  positively,  I  had  talk  with  General  Clark,  and  we  talked 
over  as  to  the  majorities  of  the  different  candidates. 

Question.  For  what? 

Answer.  County  Officers  more  particularly.  He  was  a  candidate 
for  County  Commissioner. 


\ 
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Question.  Did  General  Clark  come  to  Augusta? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  I  have  no  knowledge  of  his  coming  here. 

Qy£8tion.  Did  you  hear  of  his  coming? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  I  did ;  I  have  no  recollection  of  it.  He 
might  have  come  and  I  not  know  it. 

Question.  You  and  he  talked  about  it? 

Answer.  We  talked  about  it ;  I  was  in  doubt  how  it  was ;  the 
papers  did  not  agree ;  General  Clark  wrote  to  Mr.  Sawyer,  or  else  I 
wrote  for  him, — ^I  cannot  state  which, — to  have  that  paper  sent  to 
me, — ^we  wanted  to  see  how  it  was  going.  The  vote  was  close  on 
County  Commissioner,  and  he  was  interested  to  know. 

Question.  So  he  sent  you  the  whole  thing, — all  the  officers  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  what  that  shows. 

Question.  Does  or  not  that  contain  the  votes  for  the  several  candi- 
dates in  your  county? 

Answer.  It  contains  the  votes  for  Senators,  Judge  of  Probate, 
Clerk  of  Courts,  County  Commissioner,  Register  of  Probate  and 
County  Treasurer ;  that  is  all. 

Question.  It  does  not  contain  the  Representatives  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Did  you  not  want  that? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  whether  we  did ;  we  did  not  send  for  it ;  I 
do  not  think  we  sent  for  anything  only  Commissioner,  but  I  am  not 
certain.  I  know  it  was  talked  over  with  General  Clark  about  send- 
ing to  get  a  certified  copy,  and  I  know  it  was  talked  at  the  time  that 
I.  Warren  Merrill  had  got  a  certified  copy  of  how  they  stood. 

Question.  Examine  the  letter  marked  ^^ Exhibit  23 ,  O.  D.  B.^  Clerk 
of  Committee^''  and  state  whether  it  was  sent  to  you  ? 

Answer.  It  was. 

Question.  By  whom  is  it  signed  ? 

Aihswer.  Signed  by  P.  A.  Sawyer. 

Question.  Deputy  Secretary  of  State  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  It  is  in  his  hand  writing? 

Answer.  I  should  say  it  was ;  I  am  not  certain  about  it ;  but 
my  opinion  is,  it  is ;  I  have  no  doubt  but  what  it  is. 

[Witness,  at  request  of  Mr.  Strout,  reads  the  letter,  as  follows :] 

"Augusta,  Dec.  27, 1879. 

Bro.  Pratt  :  I  am  just  in  on  my  return.  I  find  your  favor  of  the  25th 
unanswered.    The  certificate  sent  John  G.  Brown  is  the  only  authority  he 
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receives.  The  report  of  the  Council  approved  by  the  Governor  and  which 
is  kept  on  file  in  this  department,  is  the  formalation  of  the  title  of  all 
Co.  officers  to  their  positions.  By  examining  the  law  regarding  canvass- 
ing  of  returns  by  Oov.  &  Council  for  Co.  officers  you  will  see  they  are  to 
be  notifi^ed  by  the  Sec'y  of  State.  The  Governor  notifies  and  summonaes 
members  of  the  Legislature.  This  is  in  conformity  with  all  the  records 
and  is  all  that  is  necessary.  The  governor  has  never  signed  them.  I  find 
matters  as  quiet  as  could  be  expected. 

Yours  truly,  P.  A.  Sawter. 

P.  S.  The  qualification  may  be  made  any  time  after  he  receives  notice 
and  on  or  before  Jan.  Ist.    Yours  is  all  right." 

Question.  What  does  he  refer  to  by  saying  ^^  I  find  molten  09 
quiet  as  covM.  he  expected  f^ 

Answer,  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  At  the  time  3'ou  received  that  letter,  you  did  not  under- 
stand that  portion  of  it  ? 

Answer.  I  thought  I  did ;  I  interpreted  it  to  suit  myself. 

Question,  fiow  did  you  interpret  it? 

Answer.  There  had  been  some  Aisiting  statesmen,  and  considera- 
ble racket,  and  it  was  dying  out. 

Question.  Had  you  had  any  talk  with  him  about  that  matter 
before  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect ;  I  think  I  had.  I  think  I  saw  Sawyer 
prior  to  that. — after  the  visiting  statesmen  came  here, — and  some 
talk  was  made  about  it,  and  everybody  talked  it  over. 

Question.  He  says  he  finds  ^^mattern  as  qidet  ew  could  be  eoopeoted." 
Where  had  he  been  at  that  time? 

Anstoer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Had  he  been  to  Franklin  county? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell. 

Question.  Had  you  seen  him  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not ;  I  am  Hot  certain  of  that.  I  have  no  recol- 
lection of  seeing  him  and  do  not  think  I  had. 

Question.  Who  is  John  G.  Brown,  he  referred  to? 

Answer.  John  G.  Brown. 

Question.  Where  does  he  reside? 

Answer.  Farmington,  now ;  he  resided  then  in  New  Sharon. 

Question.  Was  he  a  member^eleet  of  any  office? 

Ansioer.  He  was  elected  Register  of  Probate,  and  as  Dedimns 
Justice.  I  qualified  him.  He  thought  the  certificate  he  reoeived 
should  be  signed  by  the  Governor ;  I  thought  not ;  he  wanted  me  to 
write  to  Mr.  Sawyer  and  I  did. 
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Question.  "  Yours  is  all  rig^.*'    Wh^t  is  meant  by  that? 

Anstcer.  He  meant  the  way  it  was  sent  in  it  was  right,  that  I  had 
made  a  proper  return,  as  I  understood  it. 

Question.  Had  you  anything  to  do  with  any  amendment  of  the 
returns  from  Perkins  Plantation  ? 

Answer.  No,  never ;  I  never  saw  the  returns  or  the  records  or  had 
anything  to  do  with  them  in  any  manner  whatever. 

Question.  Had  no  conversation  with  anj-  of  the  people  ? 

Ansioer.  No. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  that  they  were  defective  in  any  waj'  ? 

Anstoer.  I  do  not  recollect  as  I  did ;  I  might  have  heard  some- 
thing about  them,  but  have  no  recollection  of  it. 

Question.  Look  at  ^^  Exhibit  24 ^  G.  D.  B.^  Clerk  of  Committee^** 
and  state  by  whom  it  was  received  and  in  whose  hand  writing  it  is  ? 

Answer.  It  was  received  by  me  and  I  supposed  it  was  written  and 
sent  by  P.  A.  Sawyer. 

[Witness,  at  request  of  Mr.  Stbout,  reads  postal  card  as  fol- 
lows :] 

^^  Betums  not  all  in  yet.  Come  in  slowly.  Am  still  of  the  opinion  we 
have  all  our  candidates  elected.  The  Republicans  are  claiming  more  than 
they  have  any  ground  for.    Things  not  nearly  so  bad  for  us  as  reported. 

Yours  truly,       P.  A.  Sawyer." 

Question.  How  do  you  think  you  happened  to  make  the  clerical 
error,  having  been  Town  Clerk,  in  writing  to  the  Governor  and 
Council  on  November  seventeenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy- 
nine,  of  using  the  words  "  those  returns''  when  you  meant  to  say 
'' that  recordr 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  how  I  happened  to  make  that  mistake ;  I 
know  I  did  make  it.  That  letter  was  written  hastily  in 'Harding's 
office  at  New  Sharon,  and  I  think  parties  were  present  talking,  and 
I  made  that  mistake  precisely  as  I  have  explained. 

Question.  You  continued  to  make  the  mistake.  Yon  not  only 
said  '*  /  have  been  to  Dallas  Planiaiion^  Franklin  County^  and 
arranged  for  those  returns  to  be  amended^''  but  you  said  "  And  they 
win  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  received  by  me."  How  did  it  happen 
that  after  having  been  to  Dallas  Plantation  and  made  this  arrange- 
ment in  relation  to  amending  the  records,  that  you  carried  out  the 
idea  that  the  returns  were  to  be  amended  and  that  they  were  to  be 
forwarded  ? 

Answer.  I  meant  just  as  I  have  told  you.    My  explanation  would 
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be  that  probably  I  thought  there  were  to  be  two  different  documents 
sent  at  the  same  time  and  I  referred  to  them  in  the  plural. 

Question.  Had  anybody  said  anything,  when  you  were  up  to 
Dallas  Plantation,  about  amending  returns? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Returns  had  not  been  mentioned? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  they  had. 

Question.  They  were  not  mentioned  during  the  conversation  up 
there  ? 

Answer.  I  presume  they  were.  I  presume  the  law  of  eighteen 
hundred  and  seventy-seven  was  referred  to,  and  thought  that  the 
returns  could  be  amended  by  the  record  if  the  record  was  right. 

Question.  Where  could  they  be  amended  ? 

Answer.  The  question  was  whether  they  could  be  amended  before 
the  Governor  and  Council. 

Question.  You  did  not  say  anything  about  sending  amended 
returns  to  Augusta  or  having  returns  come  up  to  be  amended? 

Answer.  No,  there  was  no  conversation  with  me  by  any  human 
being  about  amending  one  of  these  returns. 

Question.  You  did  not  say  anything  about  it  in  Harding's  store, 
where  you  wrote  this  letter? 

Answer.  Not  about  amending  returns. 

Question.  StiU,  having  been  up  there  and  that  matter  never  hav- 
ing been  mentioned,  you  wrote  to  the  Governor  and  CouncU,  offi- 
cially, that  you  had  arranged  for  amending  ^^  those  retums^^'  and 
that  they  would  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  received  by  you  ? . 

Answer.  It  seems  I  did ;  I  wrote  that  letter,  the  whole  of  it.  No 
question  but  that  is  my  writing ;  I  do  not  deny  any  part  of  it.  It  is 
just  as  I  wrote  it — I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt. 

Question.  When  did  you  first  see  a  copy  of  that  letter? 

Answer.  It  was  published  in  the  newspapers  all  over  the  State, 
simultaneously.     It  was  used  at  our  town  meeting. 

Question.  You  looked  at  it?     v 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Surprise  you  any? 

Answer.  I  looked  at;  I  was  surprised  it  said  "re^ms"  instead 
of  ^^ record.**  I  was  anxious  to  see  it;  I  did  not  know  then  as  I 
should  have  the  privilege  of  looking  at  the  original.  There  was  a 
great  query  whether  I  made  it  so  or  whether  it  was  tinkered. 

Question.  Look  at  it. 
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Answer,  I  am  satisfied  it  is  my  writing,  and  no  tinkering  about  it ; 
it  is  just  as  I  wrote  it,  every  scratch. 

Question.  You  have  been  thinking  about  it  since  you  saw  this  in 
the  public  papers  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  There  has  been  a  good  deal  of  talk  about  it? 
Answer.  Not  but  a  little,  to  me. 

Question.  When  you  were  summohed  before  this  Committee,  you 
knew  it  was  in  connection  with  these  letters  ? 

Answer.  I  supposed  it  was  in  connection  with  matters  I  had  had 
to  do  with ;  yes,  I  presumed  it  was ;  I  had  no  doubt  it  was ;  I  have 
been  styled  in  the  papers  as  ^'^  Agent  of  the  Franklin  County  Con- 
spiracy "  and  I  supposed  that  was  the  matter  I  was  to  be  examined 
about. 

Question.  You  were  fully  appraised? 
Ansv}er.  I  was  fully  appraised  of  what  there  was  of  it. 
Question.  Did  you  have  anything  to  do  with  Greenvale  Plantation  ? 
Answer.  Not  the  slightest — hold  on — Mr.  Haley  was  to  send  the 
Dallas,  and  he  saw  the  Greenvale  folks  and  got  fin  affidavit  as  I 
recoUect ;  I  am  not  certain,  but  my  recollection  is  he  got  an  affi- 
davit from  the  Greenvale  folks  and  I  forwarded  it  to  the  Governor 
and  Council ;  I  never  had  anything  to  do  with  getting  it. 
Question.  What  was  the  trouble  with  the  Greenvale  return  ? 
Answer.  I  do  not  recollect.     I  do  not  know  but  Mr.  Haley  told 
me  at  the  time ; — yes — I  will  take  that  back ;  I  was  looking  after 
that ;  Mr.  Haley  told  me  at  the  time  he  thought  they  were  in  the 
same  way ;  but  he  did  not  know ;  he  said  that  had  always  been  the 
custom  up  in  that  country. 

Question.  What  are  Mr.  Haley's  politics  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  he  has  been  called  a  Democrat  hereto- 
fore, always ;  has  been  to  the  Legislature,  elected  as  such  I  think. 

Question.  Did  you  receive  any  reply  to  your  letter  to  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Council  ? 
Answer  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  conversation  with  any  person  in- 
relation  to  it,  with  the  Grovemor  or  any  of  the  Council  or  Mr.  Sawyer?. 
Answer.  Not  with  the  Governor  and  Council ;  I  might  have  with 
Mr.  Sawyer ;  Mr.  Sawyer  and  I  always  talk  over  matters  freely ;  I 
never  had  a  letter  from  Governor  Garcelon  of  any  description  in  my 
life ;  I  have  not  seen  him  since  election. 
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Question.  Have  you  seen  Mr.  Sawyer  sioce  that  letter  appeared 
in  print  ? 

Answer.  I  think  I  have* 

Question.  Talked  with  him  about  it? 

Answer.  No ;  he  has  been  to  our  Court. 

Question.  Have  not  had  a  word  of  conversation  with  him  about  it? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  I  have. 

Question.  Look  at  ^^  Exhibit  25,  G.  D.  B.,  Clerk  of  Committee,'' 
and  state  whether  or  not  it  is  a  certified  copy  of  the  record  of  Green- 
vale,  forwarded  by  you  to  the  Governor  and  Council? 

Answer.  All  I  can  say  is,  I  read  the  paper  he  sent  and  I  presume 
this  is  the  paper ;  I  have  no  particular  recollection  about  it. 

Question.  You  have  no  doubt  about  it? 

Answer.  No ;  I  should  not  have  any  particular  doubt  of  it.  If 
anybody  said  it  was  I  should  not  deny  it ;  but  I  cannot  swear  to  this 
paper ;  I  think  however  this  is  probably  the  paper. 

Question.  Examine  paper  ^^  Exhibit  26,  G.  D.  B.,  Clerk  of  Com- 
mittee" and  state  whether  or  not  the  body  of  the  paper  and  the 
jurat  attached  thereto  are  in  your  hand  writing  ? 

Answer.  That  is  all  my  writing  excepting  those  two  names,  and 
the  jurat  is  my  writing. 

Question.  Examine  the  four  affidavits  handed  you,  marked 
'-^Exhibit  26,  G.  D.  B.,  Clerk  of  Committee,"  on  the  outside,  and 
on  the  inside  marked  ''Exhibit  26-2,"  '' Exhilnt  26-3,"  and 
"  Exhibit  26-4,"  and  state  in  whose  hand  writing  the  body  of  tiiem 
are  and  whether  the  jurats  are  signed  by  yourself? 

Answer.  *'  Exhibit  26-2"  is  in  my  hand  writing,  all  excepting  the 
name  "J.  H.  Merritt." 

Question.  That  is  the  signature  of  the  party  making  the  affidavit  ? 

Ansfwer.  Yes.  "  Exhibit  26-4"  is  in  my  hand  writing  with  the 
exception  of  ''John  Haley,"  the  name  of  the  person  who  made  the 
affidavit.  "Exhibit  26"  is  in  my  handwriting;  there  is  a  paper 
attached  there  ;    "  Exhibit  26-3,"  that  is  not  in  my  hand  writing. 

Question.  In  whose  is  it? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  it  is  sworn  to  before  David  H.  Chandler. 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Question.  You  have  no  personal  knowledge  in  relation  to  it? 

Answer.  I  know  nothing  about  it. 

Question.  At  whose  suggestion  did  you  go  about  taking  t^eee 
affidavits? 
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Answer.  I  went  at  my  own  suggestion. 

Question.  Yon  had  talk  with  other  people  about  it? 

Afunoer.  Yes. 

QuesUon,  Talked  with  Mr.  Sawyer  in  relation  to  it? 

Answer,  I  cannot  recollect. 

Question.  Upon  that  general  question  your  memoiy  is  infirm? 

Answer.  I  am  forgetful  about  certain  things.  Certain  things  I 
oan  remember  and  certain  things  I  cannot.  I  do  not  have  any 
xecoUection  of  talking  with  P.  A.  Sawyer  about  the  matter. 


Mabch  10,  1880,  P.  M. 

William  C.  Holt,  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  ? 

Answer.  Bangor. 

Question.  Business? 

Answer.  Cashier  of  the  Veazie  National  Bank. 

Question.  State  whether  or  not  you  have  made  hand  writing  the 
subject  of  critical  and  careful  study  ? 

Answer.  I  have. 

Question.  For  how  many  years  have  you  had  experience  in  exam- 
ining hand  writing? 

Answer.  Thirty  years. 

Question.  State  whether  you  have  been  called  as  an  expert  in 
hand  writing,  and,  if  you  answer  in  the  affirmative,  state  how  fre- 
quently ? 

Answer.  I  have  been  called  as  an  expert ;  I  was  called  in  the 
Herrin  and  Cary  case,  in  Houlton ;  and  the  Lowell  murder,  at 
Auburn ;  and  the  Mank  trial,  at  Rockland ;  the  Gordon  murder 
trial,  at  Belfast ;  I  have  been  before  the  United  States  Commissioner 
in  matters  of  forgery  in  Bangor;  and  frequently  in  the  Supreme 
Court  in  Bangor,  in  other  cases. 

Question.  Have  you  made  the  subject  of  hand  writing  and  of  the 
formation  of  different  letters,  and  all  matters  connected  with  the  art, 
a  subject  of  general  examination,  in  addition  to  your  experience  in 
detecting  forgeries  in  your  bank  ? 

Answer.  I  have. 

Question.  I  place  in  your  hand  the  return  for  Senatorial  votes 
from  the  Plantation  of  Perkins  in  Franklin  County,  marked  ^^ Exhibit 
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55,  G.  D.  B.,  Clerk  of  Committee  f  I  call  your  attention  especially 
to  the  words  and  figures  ^*' Twenty  Seven^  27^**  found  in  the  whole 
number  of  ballots,  given  in  said  return ;  I  also  call  your  attention 
to  the  Council  Blotter  for  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy- 
nine,  and  to  such  portions  of  the  Blotter  as  appear  to  have  been 
kept  and  signed  by  P.  A.  Sawyer,  Deputy  Secretary  of  State ;  also 
a  letter  from  P.  A.  Sawyer  to  B.  Emery  Pratt,  dated  ''Oct,  2, 1879,'* 
and  marked  ''ExkihU  22,  O.  D.  B.,  Clerk  of  Committee;"  also  a 
postal  card  signed  by  P.  A.  Sawyer,  directed  to  B.  E.  Pratt,  marked 
''Exhibit  24,  G.  D,  J5.,  Clerk  of  Committee  f  and  ask  you  whether 
or  not  you  have  made  a  careful  and  thorough  examination  of  the 
hand  writing  of  said  Sawyer,  as  contained  in  said  Council  Blotter, 
letter  and  postal  card,  and  carefully  and  thoroughly  examined  the 
words  and  figures  "Twenty  Seven,  27"  found  in  the  Senatorial 
return  from  Perkins  Plantation  ? 

Ansioer,  I  have, — as  careful  an  examination  as  I  could  in  the 
short  time  I  have  had. 

Question.  How  much  time  have  you  had  to  examine  ? 

Answer.  I  have  only  had  about  four  hours  and  a  half  at  the 
extreme. 

Questiori.  State  whether  or  not  you  have  had  sufficient  time  to 
enable  you  to  make  up  your  mind,  beyond  any  reasonable  doubt,  in 
relation  to  the  matters  inquired  of? 

Answer.  I  have. 

Question.  I  will  now  ask  you  to  state  to  the  Committee  by  whom 
the  words  and  figures  **  Twenty  Seven,  27,*'  found  in  the  return  now 
shown  to  you,  of  Perkins  Plantation,  and  examined  by  you,  were 
written? 

Answer.  They  were  written  in  the  same  hand  writing,  in  my  opin- 
ion,  that  the  writing  in  this  Council  Blotter  of  eighteen  hundred  and 
seventy-nine  is  written  over  the  name  of  P.  A.  Sawyer. 

Question.  The  Deputy  Secretary  of  State. 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Assuming  the  writing  in  the  Council  Blotter,  which  you 
have  examined,  to  be  the  hand  writing  of  P.  A.  Sawyer,  Deputy 
Secretary  of  State,  state  whether  or  not  you  have  any  doubt  that 
the  words  and  figures  **  Twenty  Se\)en,  27"  in  the  return  which  you 
have  before  ^''ou  were  written  by  the  same  person  ? 

Anstoer.  I  have  no  doubt  of  that  at  all. 

Question.  Please  state  to  the  Committee  the  facts  which  you  have 
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found  and  the  reasons  you  wish  to  give  for  the  conclusion  to  which 
you  have  arrived. 

Answer.  In  the  first  place,  my  mode  of  examining  has  been  to 
take  each  letter  separately'  and  give  my  reasons  why  I  think  they 
were  written  by  the  same,  the  similarities  and  dissimilarities.  In  the 
first  place,  the  commencement  of  the  capital  '*!"'  in  the  word 
"  Twenty '^  is  very  marked,  as  also  the  "  Jr«,"  made  by  commencing 
the  letter  with  a  heavj'  stroke  of  the  pen,  passing  downward  to  the 
right  about  one-third  of  the  distance,  from  the  point  commenced  at, 
to  the  first  downward  stroke ;  then  curving  upward  before  making 
the  first  downward  stroke,  following  the  last  or  right  hand  end  of 
the  curve  downward,  seldom  if  ever  making  a  loop  there,  stopping 
at  the  bottom  on  the  downward  stroke  at  the  line  sometimes,  and 
sometimes  turning  it  to  the  left ;  at  other  times  turning  it  upward 
and  back  to  the  line  with  a  heavy  stroke  downward.  In  the  bottom 
of  the  "T"  or  *'F"  the  writer  varies.  In  the  commencement  of  the 
letter  there  is  a  little  variation  in  his  letters.  That  can  be  seen  in 
this  Blotter,  on  pages  marked  ''i"  in  pencil,  by  me,  and  "2," 
"5,**  "4,"  [passing  over  some  written  by  another,]  "5"  and  "^. " 
I  have  looked  through  and  I  find  it  holds  good  wherever  he  has 
written.  I  thought  those  pages  were  enough  to  look  at.  Out  of 
twenty  capital  "  T's"  and  "i^'s"  only  two  are  made  any  other  way, 
one  on  page  "i, "  fourth  line  from  the  bottom,  and  one  other  case 
only  in  all  I  have  examined ;  but  the  letter  is  so  strongly  marked,  it 
would  be  very  easy  to  point  out  a  capital  "T"  or  "jP"  made  by 
him,  by  any  common  observer. 

The  next  in  order  would  be  ''  lo "  and  ''  e "  and  "  n "  in  the  word 
'*  Thoenty"  There  is  nothing  particular  in  those  letters  that  is 
marked,  over  a  sort  of  running  hand,  excepting  the  "e"  which  is 
seldom  if  ever  looped,  I  believe,  in  his  writing.  The  "e"  is  not 
looped  here.  The  'T'  is  the  same,  nothing  particular,  although 
there  are  many  letters  precisely  like  it.  I  would  next  pass  to  the 
"  y  "  in  "  Twenty  "  It  is  too  plainly  marked  to  be  mistalcen  as  any 
other  writer's  letter,  making  the  first  part  of  the  "  y  "  like  ordinary 
letters,  then  coming  down  with  a  heavy  stroke  for  what  would  be 
called  the  stem  and  not  a  loop,  turning  the  point  a  little  to  the  right 
as  he  comes  downward,  stopping  with  a  heavy  stroke.  This  is  very 
marked  and  unmistakable.  The  next  in  order  is  the  capital  "  ^"  in 
the  word  "  Seven;**  I  find  he  was  in  the  habit  of  making  some  por- 
tion of  his  capital  " /S's"  a  small  "«,"  and  several  otherwise.    I 
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ahoold  be  pleased  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  acme 
which  I  would  point  out  as  confirming  the  idea  that  the  *^  ^S"  in 
^^  Seven  "  was  made  by  the  same  hand  that  nmkes  the  writing  here. 
[Blotter.]  There  are  other  ^^iS's"  made  differently,  bat  he  changee 
on  those  more  than  on  any  other  letter.  The  ^^  ^ "  that  I  speak  of 
is  made  like  a  printed  *'*'  S^*'  commencing  at  the  top>  carving  to  the 
left  and  to  the  right  and  to  the  left  again  in  an  awkward  printed 
"  S"  as  can  be  seen  in  the  word  "  Seven  "  on  the  return  shown  me. 
These  are  very  strongly  marked.  I  have  no  doubt  whatever  that 
the  party  making  the  ^^S**  in  the  writing  over  the  signature  of 
Sawyer  in  the  Blotter,  made  the  ^^  S'*  in  the  return.  This  will  be 
found  by  inspection  of  the  writing  in  the  return  as  compared  with 
the  Blotter  on  the  following  pages:  '^i,"line  '^12"  from  top, 
in  the  word  ''  Warrants;*'  also  "  16th"  line  in  the  word  '*i>oci»- 
ments;  the  '^  2l8t"  line  in  the  word  ''  Reports.'*  These  ''  S*s"  are 
very  similar  to  the  one  in-  the  return,  only  not  quite  as  large,  because 
these  1  have  given  are  at  the  close  of  a  word.  On  the  ''  20th  "  line, 
page  ''  1,'^  word  ^^  State'*  is  where  it  conmiences  a  word.  On  page 
"8,"  line  *'  20,"  in  the  word  ''Sundry"  and  in  the  word  '' Salary y*' 
same  line,  both  made  in  the  same  way.  On  line  ^'21st,"  same 
page,  the  '' «"  in  *'  Warrants"  is  almost  a  fac  simile  of  the  one  in 
''  Seven  "  in  the  return,  not  quite ;  the  shading  is  precisely  the  same, 
under  a  glass.  Also  line  ^^29,"  same  page,  ''S"  in  the  word 
"  State."  Page  "  4,"  line  ''9,"  word  ''  Warrants."  Page  *'5,"  lines 
marked  ''  1 "  and  *'  2,"  the  same  "  aS"  is  found.  The  next  is  the  let- 
ter "e"  in  *'  Seven."  It  is  similar  to  the  others  by  not  being  looped. 
Tho  "v"  in  the  word  "Seven"  is  also  very  similar  to  the  '*v'»" 
made  by  tha  writer  in  the  writing  over  the  name  of  P.  A.  Sawyer. 
You  will  notice  in  the  return  that  the  "v"  is  peculiar  by  commenc- 
ing with  a  point  at  the  top,  coming  straight  downward ;  I  mean  by 
straight,  a  straight  line  with  the  ordinary  slant  of  writing,  till 
nearl}^  to  the  bottom,  curving  to  the  right,  and  the  next  movement 
of  the  pen,  to  complete  the  "\,"  passing  to  the  right  and  upward, 
making  a  sag  in  the  second  stroke  of  the  small  '^  v ;"  I  think  it  is 
marked  in  all  his  writing,  I  think  it  is  not  a  straight  line  from  the 
bottom  of  the  *^  v"  upward.  I  saw  none  but  what  that  was  very 
marked.  I  would  refer,  in  confirmation  of  that,  to  Sawyer's  letter 
which  is  marked  "Exhibit  22,"  etc.,  to  words  "Several"  "Advan-- 
tage"  and  "Discovery," — a  fac  simile  of  the  one  in  the  return.  No 
two  people,  in  my  opinion,  can  make  those  letters.    It  is  character- 
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igtio — ^and  I  believe,  00  far  as  I  have  examined,  it  holds  good  in  his 
irriting.  The  downward  stroke  of  the  "v"  and  the  upward  stroke 
are  very  dissimilar.  The  last  letter  in  the  word  is  *'n."  It  is  really 
no  letter  at  all  but  is  used  or  understood  to  be  the  letter  necessary 
to  complete  the  word,  which  was  a  habit  of  the  writer  when  he 
wrote  rapidly.  It  is  not  always  confined  to  "n"  but  in  ''*'0f''  or  '*m." 
He  holds  the  pen  I  should  say  at  times  (I  never  saw  him  write,)  a 
little  from  him,  when  he  writes  fast,  and,  in  that  case  he  makes  a 
movement  intending  to  make  an  ''m"  or  ^^n,"  as  can  be  seen  in 
Sawyer's  letter  to.Pratt  marked  ^*'ExhibU  22"  etc.,  as  in  "or,"  not 
finishing  the  last  letter  or  letters,  making  two  or  three  very  slight 
movements  of  the  pen,  as  seen  in  the  return, — sometimes  almost 
straight.  The  same  thing  can  be  seen  and  holds  good  in  all  cases 
where  he  seems  to  write  in  a  hurry.  On  page  "15,"  in  word  "in," 
the  "  n"  is  like  the  "  n"  in  the  return.  I  should  say  he  held  his  pen 
little  quartering,  writing  fast ;  the  shading  indicates  that. 

Question.  How  many  instances  have  you  examined  in  connection 
with  the  letter  'y*  in  the  word  *'^Tweniy^"  to  make  comparison? 

Answer.  The  "y"  and  "g,"  the  stem  and  loop  letter,  about  sixty. 
In  the  sixty  I  think  there  are  two  where,  inadvertently,  there  was  a 
portion  of  a  line  made  a  little  one  way  and  the  other  but  not  an  in- 
tention of  making  a  loop  letter ;  it  seemed  like  a  dragging  of  the  pen 
when  it  was  taken  from  the  paper. 

William  C.  Holt,  reswmed.    Evening. 

Question.  State  whether,  examining  the  general  characteristics, 
and  the  general  form  of  the  writing  of  the  letters,  record  and  altera- 
tion in  the  return,  you  find  an  unmistakable  sameness  in  all  ? 

Answer.  There  is  in  the  formation  of  the  letters.  Some  of  the 
writing  is  with  a  pointed  pen  and  more  scratchy. 

Question.  From  this  examination  have  you  any  doubt  that  th« 
addition  to  the  return  which  has  been  shown  you  of  the  words  and 
figures  ^^ Twenty-seven^  27^"  is  the  hand  writing  of  P.  A.  Sawyer, 
Deputy  Secretary  of  State? 

Answer.  I  have  no  doubt  in  my  own  mind  at  aU,  but  what  it  was 
written  in  the  same  hand  as  the  writing  shown  me  over  the  signature 
of  P-  A.  Sawyer,  in  the  Blotter. 

Question.  I  wish  you  to  examine  the  return  for  County  Officers 
from  the  town  of  Brownfield,  Oxford  county,  marked  ^^ Exhibit  17, 
O.  D.  B.J  Clerk  of  Committee^"  and  especially  the  word  ^^Brownfidd" 
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and  the  word  * '  Oxford  "  filled  into  the  printed  part  of  the  return,  at  the 
top  (being  the  same  matter  testified  to  by  Eli  B.  Bean,  one  of  the 
Selectmen,  as  having  been  filled  in  since  the  re  tarn  left  the  town)  and 
state  whether  or  not  you  have  before  examined  it  to-day,  carefully? 

Answer,  1  have,  very  carefully. 

Question,  State  whether  or  not  you  are  satisfied  that  the  words 
^^  BrownfieW  and  "  Oa?/brd, "  found  in  that  retuin,  are  forgeries,  or 
simulated  words  ? 

Answer,  I  am  satisfied  that  the  filing  on  the  back  and  the  body 
of  the  return  are  in  the  same  hand  writing.  I  am  satisfied  that  the 
words  ^^  BrownfieW  and  "  Oxford^'^  in  the  return,  were  not  written 
by  the  same  hand  as  the  body  of  the  return  and  the  filing  on  the 
back. 

Question.  Are  you  not  satisfied  that  the  ^*' BrownfieW*  and 
"  Oxford''  filled  into  the  printed  part  of  the  return  are  simulated? 

Answer.  I  am  satisfied  they  are. 

Question.  And  that  there  is  an  attempt  to  imitate  the  body  of  the 
writing? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  State  your  reasons  for  your  opinion,  briefiy. 

Answer.  I  understand  this  to  be  filled  up  by  Eli  B.  Bean.  In  the 
^^Brownjidd"  there  is  evidently'  an  attempt  to  imitate  the  "jB"  in 
^^Bean;"  from  the  fact  that  coming  down  with  the  first  part  of  the 
capital  "5"  and  passing  to  the  left  there  is  a  little  jog  in  the  lower 
part  of  the  "5,"  which  shows  plainly  that  the  first  movement  was 
to  turn  too  readQy  upwards ;  aft^erwards  he  came  back  and  went  fur- 
ther to  the  left,  passing  the  pen  up  around  to  complete  the  "5," 
making  the  top  part  of  the  "^'  considerably  the  largest.  The  loop 
in  the  center  of  the  "JB,"  where  it  turns  to  make  the  bottom,  also 
runs  parallel  with  the  line  on  which  it  is  written,  which  does  not 
exist  in  any  other  "5"  in  the  return.  The  word  ^'^ Oxford"  is  patched 
or  mended,  that  is,  the  line  connecting  the  ''0"  and  "/"  was  made 
with  one  stroke  of  the  pen,  aft^erwards  bringing  it  across  down  on 
the  line  that  passed  from  the  "0"  to  "/,"  to  make  the  "a:;"  then  the 
pen  is  again  touched  upon  the  left  side  of  the  cross,  attempting  to 
indicate  an  "x"  in  ^^  Oxford**  as  it  is  on  the  filing.  On  the  filing  the 
"Ox"  is  made  with  one  stroke  of  the  pen  instead  of  the  "0/."  In 
my  opinion  it  is  an  attempt  to  imitate.  It  is  written  more  upright 
than  the  rest  of  the  writing  or  the  same  words  on  the  filing. 

Question.  Are  you  or  not  satisfied  it  is  a  forgery? 
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Answer.  I  am. 

Qui^stion.  Do  you  or  not,  find  the  stiff  appearance  and  the  slight 
tremor  under  the  glass  which  is  usual  in  forgeries  ? 

Answer.  Yes.  It  is  more  upright  than  the  rest  of  the  writing 
which  would  naturally  follow  in  imitation.  There  is  a  very  little 
tremor.  It  is  written  by  a  ready  writer.  It  is  an  imitation,  because 
the  pen  is  taken  off. 

By  Mr.  ELAXE  : 

Qiiestion,  Have  you  examined  the  Representative  return  from 
Gouldsborough,  marked  ^''Exhibill?,  0,D.  B.,  Clerk  of  CommiUee," 
and  especiaDy  the  name  **  Oliver  P.  Bragdon'^  in  the  body  of  the 
return,  and  if  so,  state  its  appearance  and  what,  if  any,  alteration 
has  been  made  in  it? 

Answer.  It  appears  first  to  have  been  written  *' Oliver  P.  Brag- 
don"  and,  with  different  ink,  changed  to  "5"  or  partially  to  a  "B." 
There  seems  to  have  been  an  erasure ;  whether  it  was  before  or 
after  that  letter  was  written  it  is  not  possible  to  tell. 

Question.  Where  does  the  erasure  apply  ? 

Answer.  On  the  lower  part  of  last  loop  of  the  "  B." 

Q^estion.  What  now  appears  instead  of  the  entire  lower  loop 
which  would  make  it  a  ' '  B  "  ? 

Answer.  About  two-thu'ds  of  the  lower  loop  of  the  "B". 

Qy£stion.  Is  it  clear,  from  your  examination,  that  that  was  made 
at  some  different  time  and  with  different  ink  from  the  rest  of  the 
letter  ? 

Answer.  It  is  made  with  different  ink,  most  assuredly,  and,  in  this 
case,  the  line  is  quite  unsteady,  tremulous. 

By  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Question.  Have  you  examined  the  middle  initial  letter  as  appears 
in  the  Senatorial  return  from  the  town  of  Berwick,  marked  ^^ Exhibit 
7,  G.  D.  JB.,  Clffrk  of  Committee;'  ''George  A.  Wakefield?" 

Answer.  I  have  examined  the  " -4." 

Question.  State  what  the  letter  was  originally,  and  what  changes, 
if  any,  you  find  have  been  made  in  it? 

Answer.  I  should  say  that  the  letter  originally  was  "-ET,"  and  it  has 
been  changed  to  '*-4,"  and  very  poorly  changed  at  that.  The  ink  is  of 
a  darker  quality  and  coarser,  and,  under  the  glass,  it  shows  that  the 
stroke  on  the  left  hand  side  of  the  top  of  the  "  -4"  is  about  the  same 
size  as  the  top  of  the  "fi"",  but  in  the  right  hand  side,  where  it 
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oonnects,  it  is  not  as  wide  and  large ;  but  it  was  bungling,  and  the 
dark  ink  runs  down  into  the  ink  in  which  it  was  first  written,  show- 
ing two  colors  of  ink  in  the  same  stroke. 

Question.  Was  it  slowly  written  as  in  imitation? 

Answer.  I  should  say  it  was,  as  it  is  very  tremulous ;  it  IooIb 
patched  and  jagged. 

Question.  Have  you  compared  that  with  the  other  "^"  which  yon 
find  in  the  same  return  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q^estion.  Was  it  made  by  the  same  man  who  made  the  other  let- 
ter "^f 

Ansvoer.  I  should  say  it  was  not,  not  the  repairs  on  it. 

Bt  Mr.  hale  : 

Question.  Have  you  examined  the  return  for  County  Officers  from 
the  town  of  Buckfield,  marked  '' ExhibU  P,  G.  D.  B.,  Clerk  of 
Committee^''  and  more  especially,  the  word  ''  Buckfield*'  at  the  end 
of  the  return,  below  the  word  ^^  Selectmen'*  and  opposite  their  signa- 
tures and  that  of  the  Town  Clerk,  and,  if  so,  state  what,  if  any, 
marked  peculiarities  appear  in  the  writing? 

Answer.  It  is  entirely  dissimilar  to  any  other  writing  in  the  return ; 
that  is  all  I  could  say. 

Question.  State  what  peculiarity  there  is  about  the  letters? 

Answer.  The  formation  of  the  "  fc"  and  "/"  is  evidently  forced. 
I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  have  seen  a  letter  made  in  that  way  bor 
anybody,  and  still  I  may  have. 

Qiestion.  What  is  the  peculiarity  of  the  loop? 

Answer.  He  brings  the  *'A:"  down  as  a  downward  stroke  and 
comes  around  to  the  left  and  makes  an  ''  i?''  on  what  would  be  a 
stem  of  a  "  A;;"  he  makes  a  capital  *'  E"  and  the  "/"  is  looped  on 
the  left  side  which  is  very  rare  indeed. 


Fbbruart  20,  1880,  A.  M. 
Edward  C.  Moodt,  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  HALE : 

Question.  Where  do  you  live? 

Answer.  In  York,  York  county. 

Question.  Were  you  a  member  of  the  Grovemor's  Council  for  the 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine  ? 
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Anmjoer.  I  was. 

Question.  Serving  througboat  the  year? 

Aitawer.  Yes. 

Q^estwn.  At  what  time  did  your  duties  cease? 

Arawer.  By  the  Opinion  of  the  Court,  the  first  Wednesday  in 
January,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty — ^the  same  time  as  the  Gov* 
emor^s. 

Question.  Did  you,  in  any  way,  act  or  claim  to  act  as  a  member 
of  the  CouncU  after  that  date,  yourself? 

Answer.  Yes,  I  think  I  did. 

Question.  For  bow  long? 

Answer.  I  think  up  to  the  time  that  I  was  re-elected  or  supposed 
to  be,  under  Smith's  administration. 

Qu^estion.  After  having  been  elected  by  what  is  known  as  the 
*'*'  Smith  Legislature,"  did  you  act  as  a  Councillor  at  all  for  the  suc- 
ceeding year? 

Answer.  No ;  I  did  not  qualify. 

Question.  You  declined  to  quality? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  Of  what  Committees  of  the  CouncU  for  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  seventy-nine  were  you  a  member? 

Answer.  Committee  on  Election  Returns,  Pay  Roll,  Military 
AfTairs,  State  Prison  and  Reform  School ;  I  was  chairman  of  the 
Committees  on  Election  Returns  and  Pay  Roll. 

Question.  Who  were  your  associates  on  the  Committee  on  Election 
Returns? 

Answer.  When  the  Committee  was  announced  by  the  Governor 
it  was  Charles  H.  Chase  and  F.  M.  Fogg, — ^when  first  announced  by 
the  Governor  in  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

Question.  Does  it  so  appear  in  the  State  Register? 

Answer.  I  think  it  does. 

Question.  Was  any  change  made  in  the  Committee  on  Election 
Returns,  if  so,  when  and  what  change  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  the  thirtieth  of  October ;  I  can  tell  by 
referring  to  the  Council  Blotter  which  is  here.  [Witness  examines 
the  Blotter.]  It  was  Thursday,  October  thirtieth ;  I  identify  this 
book  as  the  Council  Blotter ;  shall  I  read  who  were  present? 

Question.  Yes,  read  the  minutes. 

[Witness  reads  from  Council  Blotter,  as  follows :] 
30 
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^^  Thursday,  Oct.  30.  8,  A.  M.  Council  in  session.  Present,  dudman 
Foster,  Monroe,  Chase,  Parker,  Broym.  On  motion  of  Councillor  Chase 
Councillors  Foster  &  Brown  were  added  to  the  Committee  on  Elections, 
and  said  committee  was  instructed  to  receiye  the  returns  on  file  in  the 
office  of  Secretary  of  State  and  proceed  to  open  and  tabulate  the  same 
as  soon  as  convenient.  Adjourned  to  Monday,  Noy.  17,  at  4  o'clock 
P.  M.    Attest,  P.  A.  Sawyer,  I>^uty  Secy,  of  SUte.'' 

Question,  During  the  year  were  you  in  the  habit  of  attending  tiie 
sessions  of  the  Council  ? 

Ansioer.  Yes,  I  was. 

Question.  You  are  familiar  with  the  books,  papers  and  docnments 
used  in  that  ofi9ce  ? 

Ansujer.  Yes,  of  the  Committees  to  which  I  belonged. 

Question.  Look  at  certain  tabulations  we  have  here  and  see  if  you 
identify  them  as  being  those  made  up  by  the  Governor  and  CouncQ? 
pBook  marked  *'  Exhibit  E,  G.  D.  B.,  Clerky"  examined  by  ihe  wit- 
ness.] 

Ansvoer.  I  do  not  think  those  are  tabulations ;  I  tiiink  they  nre 
what  is  called  the  Docket,  prepared  for  the  Legislature, — ^not  the 
tabulations  spoken  of  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Elections. 
I  consider  this  is  a  paper  or  document  that  is  caOed  a  Docket  for 
the  House  of  Representatives,  made  for  the  Legislature,  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  Secretaiy  of  State ;  at  least  I  suppose  that  is  it. 
That  certainly  is  not  the  original  tabulation. 

Question.  By  whom  is  this  made  up— by  the  Council? 

Answer.  Yes ;  it  is  made  up  by  tiie  Council. 

Question.  Or,  by  the  Committee  on  Election  Returns  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  it  would  properly  come  under  them,  but  it  is 
made  up  by  the  CouncQ. 

Question.  Does  it  assume  to  contain  a  record  of  the  candidates 
voted  for,  for  the  respective  Representative  Districts,  with  the  num- 
ber of  votes  in  each  case  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Que^ion.  And  the  name  of  the  party  sent  to  the  Secretaiy  of 
State  as  having  been  elected? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  supposed  they  were  for  the  convenience  of  the 
Legislature ;  I  do  not  know  what  else  they  were  for. 

Question.  Does  the  list  of  names  on  the  outer  margin  of  the 
pages  purport  to  be  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  candidates  whom  the 
Council  decided  to  have  been  elected? 
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AaMtDer.  Tes. 

Que^ion.  And  as  ld!t  with  the  Secretary  of  State  by  the  CooKunl 
it  purports  to  show  the  final  results  of  the  Council's  examination, 
does  it  not? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  should  suppose  so. 

Question,  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  hand  writing  of  the  mem- 
bars  of  the  Council? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Glance  your  eye  over  the  pages  and  see  if  you  reoog- 
Bize  the  hand  writing  of  different  members  of  the  Council  in  this 
document? 

Ankwer.  I  do  not,  excepting  in  but  one  instance. 

Question.  In  whose  hand  writing  is  the  most  of  this — ^the  body  of  it  ? 

Afmwer.  I  think  it  is  Mark  Harden's. 

Question.  You  think  the  hand  writing  of  tiie  body  of  the  docu- 
ment is — most  of  it — ^Mark  Harden's? 

Ananoer.  I  think  so.  The  writing  of  the  Senators  is  Pishon's. 
They  write  something  alike  when  they  write  fine,  but  I  should  say 
that  was  Harden's ;  I  may  be  mistaken,  but  it  looks  like  it.  It  may 
be  Pishon's ;  they  are  both  good  writers. 

Qaestion.  In  looking  at  the  list  of  names  in  the  outer  margin  of 
these  pages  which  made  the  Hst  of  Representatives  elect  as  sent  by 
the  Council  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  do  you  see  that  they  are  in 
different  hand  writings  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  see  that  there  have  been  changes  made, — ^have 
been  erasures. 

Question.  That  there  have  been  erasures  and  changes  made  in  the 
list  of  Representatives? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Q^estUm.  Look  over  these  pages,  one  after  the  other,  and  tell  me 
in  how  many  cases  you  find  there  have  been  erasures — ^and  names 
substitated?     [Witness  looks  through  the  book.] 

Answer.  I  find  seven  cases  where  names  have  been  erased  and 
gtliers  substituted. 

By  Mb.  STROUT  : 

Question.  Do  you  mean  by  that,  that  as  the  Docket  was  originally 
made  up,  certain  names  were  written  in  the  margin  i^  persons  who^ 
appeared  to  be  elected  and  that  afterwards  those  names  were  erased 
fUdd  other  names  written  in  their  places? 

Answer.  Yes. 
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Question.  Please  state  the  names  of  persons  who  appear  upon  the 
Docket  to  be  substituted  for  others  originally  there ;  and  state  for 
what  persons  those  names  were  substituted? 

Answer,  In  the  Lisbon  and  Webster  District,  ^^  Leonard  H,  Be<d* 
was  substituted  for  "  William  H.  Thomas." 

Question.  Was  the  middle  letter  '*  H?" 

Ansioer,  That  was  made  for  "Wm."  and  then  "JJ./'  I  guess 
that  was  his  name ;  I  had  something  to  do  with  that  case  myself. 

Qltjiestion.  Then  in  the  county  of  Franklin? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  I  cannot  tell  how  that  was  originally.  It 
is  well-known,  I  suppose,  that  probably  it  is  the  name  of  the  sitting 
member  of  the  House? 

Q;ue8tion.  Name  what? 

Answer.  ^*  John  R.  Eaton."  I  suppose  there  is  not  much  doubt 
but  that  is  what  was  in  there. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  that  that  was  it? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  You  cannot  tell  from  inspection  what  was  under  that 
name? 

Answer.  No. 

Edward  C.  Moody,  recdUedy  Feb.  25^  1880.   Evening. 

By  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Question.  Look  at  paper  ^'^  Exhibit  5,  O.  D.B.^  Clerk  of  Commii- 
fee,"  and  see  if  that  is  in  your  hand  writing,  and  whether  you  wrote 
it? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  I  did. 

By  Mr.  INGALLS: 

Question.  At  the  interview  he  [H.  M.  Heath]  speaks  of? 
Answer.  Yes. 

Edward  C.  Moody,  recalled^  Feb.  26^  1880.    Evening. 

By  Mr.  HALE : 

Question.  I  call  your  attention  to  paper  marked  ^^'ExhxbU  N,  O. 
D.  B. ,  Clerk  6f  Committee^**  which  you  examined  on  the  evening  of 
the  twentieth,  and  which  purports  to  be  a  statement  of  the  reasons 
why  certain  Senators,  Representatives  and  County  Officers,  who 
appear  to  be  elected  on  the  face  of  the  returns,  were  counted  out ;  I 
find  it  stated  there,  as  one  of  the  reasons  for  rejection  in  certain 
cases,  that  the  returns  showed  that  all  of  the  signatures  were  in  one 
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hand  writing.  Do  you  remember  of  any  instance  of  that  kind  that 
occurred  during  any  examination  of  the  returns  made  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  which  you  were  chairman,  while  you  were  present? 

Answer.  Yes,  I  think  I  do;  I  think  the  town  of  Medway,  in 
Penobscot  county,  was  one.  The  return  will  show,  if  I  am  not 
right. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  now,  without  special  reference  being 
made  to  any  town  or  plantation,  any  other? 

Answer.  I  think  there  were  several  towns,  but  I  do  not  know  as  I 
could  recall  them. 

Question.  Was  there  a  rule  laid  down  by  the  Council,  or  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Council,  to  reject  where  the  returns  appeared  to 
be  in  one  hand  writing? 

Answer.  Yes,  I  think  it  was ;  I  do  not  know  that  there  was  a 
written  rule,  but  that  was  the  understanding. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  that  that  point  was  made  in  the 
Lisbon  case,  at  first? 

Answer.  Yes,  it  was. 

Question.  By  which  member  of  the  Council,  in  that  particular 
case? 

Answer.  Mr.  Fo^,  I  think ;  in  fact  I  know  he  was  the  one. 

Question.  In  that  case  was  the  Republican  candidate,  Mr.  Thomas, 
counted  out,  and  the  Greenback  candidate,  Mr.  Beal,  counted  in  ? 

Answer.  Not  on  the  ground  of  signatures. 

Question.  I  ask  you  whether,  in  that  case,  the  Republican  candi-- 
date  was  counted  out? 

Ansuoer.  Yes. 

Question.  Was  the  ground  first  taken  by  Mr.  Fogg  in  that  case 
that  the  signatures  were  not  made  by  the  Town  OfiScers,  who  pur^ 
ported  to  make  them,  abandoned  by  him,  on  the  Selectmen  appearing 
and  swearing  tliat  they  had  all  signed? 

Anstoer.  It  was  voted  down  before  they  appeared. 

Question.  Upon  what  ground,  then,  was  the  objection  made  ? 

Answer.  I  am  not  certain  about  that ;  I  was  at  home. 

Question.  That  was  done  after? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  what  ground  Grovemor  Garcelon  took 
upon  the  Lisbon  case  ? 

Answer.  I  had  some  talk  with  him  about  the  signature  of  Mr. 
Chamberlain,  my  uncle,  and  I  told  him  there  was  no  doubt  but  what 
that  was  his  signature ;  and  I  think  he  agreed  with  me  on  that. 
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Qiiestion.  The  report  reads  aa  follows : 

^^  The  Supreme  Coart,  Tol.  64,  page  688,  have  held  that  t^e  monlcfpal 
officers  shall  s^n  the  returns  with  thehr  own  hands  or  make  their  marks, 
otherwise  the  returns  cannot  he  counted.  We  have  found  seyeral  returns 
fatally  defective  in  this  particular  and  have  accordingly  rejected  them. 
By  this  rule  laid  down  by  the  Court  the  New  Sharon  and  Hersey  returns 
has  been  by  us  rejected.  This  rejection  a£fects  the  election  of  two  Rep- 
resentatives." 

I  call  your  attention  to  that  language  in  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Election  Returns,  and  ask  you  if  you  had  any  hand  or 
part  in  making  that  decision  as  stated  here  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  draw  up  that  report,  nor  sign  it. 

Question.  Have  you  any  recollection  of  the  case  of  New  Sharon 
and  Hersey? 

Answer.  Is  New  Sharon  in  Franklin  county? 

Question.  Yes. 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  that  town  that  tiiere  were  some  affidavits 
came  in  from  the  Selectmen,  to  the  effect  that  they  did  not  sign  the 
returns ;  that  is  my  impression  about  it ;  but  told  the  Clei^  to  do  it ; 
I  may  be  mistaken  about  that,  but  that  is  my  idea. 

Question.  They  did  not  sign,  but  authorized  the  Clerk  to  sign? 

Answer.  That  is  my  impression,  it  was  that  town. 

Question.  And  after  the  affidavits  came  in,  in  which  they  stated 
they  authorized  the  Clerk  to  sign  for  them,  the  town  was  thrown  out? 

Answer.  Yes,  I  think  it  was ;  no,  that  was  Stoneham. 

Question.  Have  you  any  recollection,  on  reflection,  of  the  New 
Sharon  case? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  have  not  anything  that  I  should  feel  sure  of; 
I  do  not  know  but  I  have  got  New  Sharon  and  Stoneham  mixed, 
confused. 

Question.  Have  you  any  recollection  of  the  case  of  Hersey? 

Answer.  Is  that  in  Aroostook,  in  the  Burnham  District  ? 

Question.  Yes,  Cushman  and  Burnham  District. 

Answer.  No ;  I  did  not  know  anything  about  whkt  aqtion  was 
taken  in  the  case ;  Mr.  Powers  came  in  before  the  Committee  when 
I  was  away,  and  the  matter  was  fixed  then. 

Question.  Then  the  action  in  both  cases  you  had  nothing  to  do 
With? 

Answer.  In  the  New  Sharon  or  the  Stoneham,  I  did,  but  I  cannot 
sav  which  it  is. 

Question.  They  w^  in  different  counties.     On  reflection  you  will 
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not  say  you  Temember  there  were  any  affidavits  in  the  New  Sharon 
case? 

AMfwer,  I  shonld  not  want  to  say  that  I  remememb^  about  it, 
because  I  do  not. 

Q^etinxm,  Do  you  remember  that  certain  towns  were  rejected  by 
the  Council  on  the  ground  that  the  signatures  were  not  t^ose  of  the 
individuals  purporting  to  sign,  simply  upon  the  inspection  of  the 
returns  without  affidavits? 

AMfvoefr,  Yes ;  the  town  of  Medway  I  am  very  sure  was. 

Quea^ton.  Was  rejected  upon  the  inspection  <^  the  returns? 

Anmioer.  Yes;  I  am  very  sure. 

Question.  Upon  what  appeared  on  its  face? 

An&mer.  I  am  very  sure  it  was  that  town ;  if  you  will  look  at  the 
return  I  think  it  will  corroborate  what  I  say  about  that ;  I  think 
that  is  the  town,  in  Penobscot  county. 

Qeeeafion.  Will  you  look  at  the  return  for  Representative  from  the 
town  of  Hersey,  and  tell  me  whether  in  your  judgment  those  signa- 
tures are  signed  by  one  man  or  different  persons  ? 

AsMfuoer.  I  should  think  they  were  signed  by  different  persons. 
The  first  Selectman  did  not  sign  the  names  of  the  other  two  and  the 
aerk. 

Question,  Don't  they  all  look  to  yon  as  if  signed  by  difTerent  per- 
sons? 

Anmjoer,  No ;  I  should  think  that  the  last  Selectman  and  Cleric 
were  signed  evidently  by  one  and  the  same  man ;  I  remember  about 
that  now. 

Br^tfR.  COOK : 

Question.  Isn't  the  Clerk  one  of  the  Selectmen  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  and  they  took  the  ground — so  they  told  me  when  I 
got  back — ^that  a  Selectman  could  not  be  a  Clerk. 

Question.  You  remember  that  on  your  returning,  after  an  absence, 
the  Conomittee  told  you  that  in  reference  to  the  Hersey  return  they 
took  the  ground  that  a  Selectman  could  not  be  a  Clerk,  and  rejected 
the  return  on  that  ground  ? 

Answer.  Yes.     There  is  no  doubt  about  that  at  all. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  which  one  of  the  Committee  on  Elec- 
tion returns  told  you  that? 

Answer.  Mr.  Munroe ;  and  told  me  Dr.  Parker  rather  disputed  it 
because  he  said  in  Aroostook  very  often  the  Clerk  and  Selectman 
were  one  and  the  same. 
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Question.  Bat  you  were  told  it  was  thrown  out  on  that  ground? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  You  are  confident  of  that? 

Answer.  Yes,  because  the  Bumham  matter  had  been  offset  by  the 
"  Alfred^"  by  Mr.  Powers'  statement. 

Question.  That  reason  differs  entirely  from  the  reason  given  in 
the  report  just  read  to  you  ? 

Answer.  It  seems  to  me  so,  but  that  was  the  reason  as  I  under- 
stood it.  It  is  evident  by  the  return  that  one  of  the  Selectmen  and 
the  Clerk  are  the  same. 

Question.  But  the  three  signatures  of  the  Selectmen  are  evidently 
in  different  hand  writings  ? 

Answer.  ''Tozier"  evidently  is.  The  other  two  are  somewhat 
alike,  I  think,  although  I  should  not  want  to  swear  that  William 
Bates  did  not  sign  his  name  there  himself. 

Question.  Will  you  examine  the  paper  which  I  hand  you,  whidi  is 
the  Senatorial  return  from  East  Machias,  Washington  County  Dis- 
trict, taken  from  the  files,  and  tell  me  whether,  upon  that  return, 
one  of  the  Selectmen's  signing  and  the  Clerk  appear  to  be  by  the^ 
same  person? 

Answer.  One  is  '*  John  C.  Talbot"  and  the  other  is  *' J.  C.  Tal- 
bot." 

Question.  Is  the  hand  writing  evidently  and  plainly  and  unmis- 
takably the  same? 

Ansioer.  With  the  exception  of  the  "  (7." 

Question.  Look  at  the  hand  writing  and  see  whether  the  two  sig- 
natures are  evidently  the  same  hand  writing? 

Ansioer.  I  should  say  they  were.   '  * 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  the  return  was  not  rejected,  from 
East  Machias? 

Answer.  1  think  the  Representative  was  ? 

Question.  This  is  Senatorial  ? 

Answer.  1  supposed  it  was  not ;  I  do  not  know ;  I  cannot  say  of 
my  own  knowledge  whether  it  was  or  not ;  but  it  is  my  Impression  it 
was  not.  I  have  not  noticed  the  tabulation.  A  man  generally 
signs  his  name  just  the  same  way  on  one  piece  of  paper.  [Witness 
examines  Docket.]  I  find  from  examination  of  the  tabulation  or 
Docket  that  the  Senatorial  vote  of  East  Machias  was  counted  and 
not  rejected. 

Question.  1  ask  you  to  look  at  the  Senatorial  return  from  the  town 
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of  Cutler,  taken  from  the  files  of  the  Governor  and  Council,  and  ex- 
amine it  and  see  if  it  there  appears  that  one  of  the  Selectmen  and 
the  Town  Clerk  were  the  same  person?  [Witness  examines  return.] 

Anmoer,  No  doubt  about  it. 

Q^e8ti(>n.  The  name  in  each  case  is  what? 

Answer.  ^ '  James  T.  Matthews." 

Question.  Signing  as ? 

Answer,  Second  Selectman  and  Town  Clerk. 

Question.  Look  at  the  Senatorial  returns  as  shown  by  the  tabula- 
tion, and  see  whether  Cutler  was  rejected  or  counted? 

Answer.  They  were  counted. 

Question.  In  both  cases,  East  Machias  and  Cutler,  is  or  not  the 
majority  largely  against  the  Republicans  ? 

Answer.  Two  to  one  in  Cutler,  against  Republicans,  and,  in  East 
Machias,  si^y  against  Republicans ;  that  is,  taking  the  two  highest 
votes  on  each  side. 

Question.  I  ask  you  to  look  at  the  Senatorial  return  from  Kossuth, 
in  Washington  county,  taken  from  the  files  of  the  Council,  and  see 
if  the  signatures  of  all  the  Selectmen  are  not  plainly  the  same  there? 

Ansvjer.  They  look  so ;  but  I  don't  know ;  it  strikes  me  that  that 
was  the  conclusion  that  we  arrived  at ;  but,  when  Mr.  Heath  and 
the  Governor,  and  I,  looked  at  it,  there  was  a  poor  return,  I  think. 

Question.  Look  at  the  tabulation,  or  Docket,  and  see  if  Kossuth 
was  counted  or  rejected?     [Witness  examines  Docket.] 

Answer.  It  was  counted  for  two,— one  of  the  candidates  on  each 
side. 

Question.  Counted  for  Talbot,  and  for  Harris? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Examine  the  Representative  return  from  the  Plantation 
of  Greenvale,  in  Franklin  county,  taken  from  the  files  of  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Council,  and  see  if  the  body  of  the  return  and  the  signa- 
tures are  not  evidently  in  one  hand  writing ;  and  if  one  of  the  Select- 
men and  the  Clerk  are  not  one  and  the  same  person  ? 

Answer.  I  may  be  wrong,  but  I  should  not  think  there  was  any 
doubt  but  they  were  in  the  same  hand  writing. 

Question.  Whether  it  appears  that  the  Clerk  and  one  of  the  Select- 
men are  the  same  ? 

Answer.  The  same  name ;  on  examination  of  the  tabulations  for 
Representative,  I  find  that  the  return  from  Greenvale  was  rejected 
and  not  counted ;  I  judge  the  reason  was,  because  the  whole  number 
of  ballots  was  not  given. 
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Question.  Do  yon  remember  ih&t  one  role  adopted  by  the  CouncQ 
was  to  reject  returns  where  the  whole  number  of  batlots  had  not 
been  written  in  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was.  It  was  as  far  as  I  was  concerned,  any 
way ;  I  voted  to  reject  on  that  ground ;  I  took  the  Bliss  and  Poland 
case  for  precedent ;  I  found  after  it  was  all  through,  that  was  not 
the  reason  that  Poland  was  counted  out. 

Question.  You  made  that  case  the  precedent,  and,  after  3*ou  got 
through,  found  t^at  was  not  the  reason  on  which  the  Bliss  and  Poland 
case  was  decided? 

Answer.  Yes,  according  to  Mr.  Farrington's  statement  to  me.  In 
the  return  in  l^e  State  House,  there  was  no  whole  number  in  it,  and 
I  understood  that  was  t]ie  ground. 

Question.  Did  you  or  not,  after  the  Committee  on  Election  Retoms 
had  been  increased  to  five,  follow  all  the  doings  of  the  Committee 
and  know  everything  that  was  being  done,  or  were  many  things  done 
without  your  knowledge  ? 

Answer.  I  could  not  know  of  every  thing  that  was  being  done  by 
all  the  members,  and  they  did  not  know,  of  course,  what  I  did,  some 
of  the  time. 

Question.  Did  you  know  of  any  protest  being  sent  in ;  in  the  case 
of  returns  fW)m  Oxford  county,  by  Mr.  Bisbee  who  represented  the 
RepuMcan  candidates  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Was  any  such  protest  ever  called  to  your  attention. 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Or  any  letter  of  Mr.  Bisbee's  accompanying  any  such 
protest? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Was  any  action  taken,  to  your  knowledge,  by  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Council  upon  any  such  protest? 

Ansu)er.  No ;  I  never  heard  of  it. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  or  know  anything  about  the  case  of 
the  town  of  Buckfield,  and  the  alteration  of  tihe  return  after  it  was 
received  by  the  Council? 

Ansiaer.  I  remember  about  the  return  from  Buckfield,  not  having 
the  name  of  the  town. 

Question.  Or  county? 

Answer.  I  think  both  were  out ;  I  know  Mr.  Bisbee  came  tiiere 
and  he  and  I  looked  the  returns  over  t<^eth^,  and  he  made  a  min- 
ute of  it,  I  think. 
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Question.  Do  you  remember  when  you  looked  them  over  first,  and 
with  Mr.  Bisbee,  after  they  had  been  received,  that  the  return  from 
the  town  of  Buckfield  lacked  the  names  of  the  town  and  county? 

Anmoer.  It  did,  in  the  front  part  of  the  return. 

Question.  In  the  early  part  of  the  return? 

Answer.  Yes ;  about  the  ** Buckfield"  being  there  by  the  Select* 
men,  I  neyer  thought  of  looking  tiiere,  because  I  do  not  believe 
there  are  ten  returns  that  have  got  the  name  of  the  town  opposite 
the  names  of  the  Selectmen. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  those  names  of  the  town 
and  county  afterwards  having  been  written  in  by  some  person  or 
persons? 

Ansioer.  No. 

Question.  You  have  no  knowledge,  yourself,  who  did  it? 

Answer,  No. 

Question.  But  3'ou  are  certain  that  when  they  first  came  in  to  the 
Grovemor  and  Coundl,  they  were  not  there? 

Answer.  Yes,  I  am. 

By  Mr.  INGALLS  : 
Question.  You  say  tfieyf 
Answer.  *'  Buckfield'*  and  *'  Oxford" — ^the  two  names. 

By  Mr.  HALE : 

Question.  Were  the  returns  from  the  town  of  Buckfield  counted, 
or  rejected  ? 

Answer.  I  think  they  were  counted ;  I  am  very  sure  that  they 
were  counted. 

'Q^estion.  Do  you  remember  about  the  return  from  the  town  of 
Brownfield,  Oxford  county,  being  defective  in  the  same  way  when 
first  received? 

Ainswer.  I  do  not  know  that  it  was  Brownfield,  but  it  strikes  me 
there  was  some  other  town  in  Oxford  county. 

Q;uestion.  Do  you  remember  that,  in  looking  over,  with  Mr.  Bis- 
bee,  you  did  find  another  town  defective  in  the  same  way  as  Buck- 
field, — Slacking  the  names  of  town  and  county  in  the  upper  part  of 
the  return? 

Answer.  I  think  so ;  I  wouldn't  be  positive  on  that  point,  but  I 
remember  perfectly  well  about  Buckfield. 

Question.  In  the  case  of  the  other  town,  whatever  it  may  have 
been,  had  you  any  knowledge  of  the  name  of  town  or  county  being 
written  in  by  any  person  or  persons  afterwards? 
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Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  If  done  by  any  person  you  do  not  know  by  whom  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  After  the  returns  were  received  from  the  several  towns 
and  plantations,  with  whom  did  they  remain  till  the  final  count  was 
promulgated? 

Answer.  I  held  them  till  the  twenty-first  of  November ;  that  is, 
I  had  the  key  to  the  safe  till  that  time. 

Question.  Where  were  they  kept? 

Answer.  Kept  in  the  safe,  then. 

Question.  Where? 

Answer.  In  the  Secretary  of  State's  office. 

Question.  Where  was  the  examination  made,  from  day  to  day,  of 
the  returns,  by  the  Committee  on  Election  Returns? 

Answer.  In  the  Council  Chamber,  and  in  the  Grovernor's  Boom. 

Question.  From  the  time  when  the  returns  were  received,  up  to 
the  twenty-first  of  November,  were  Republican  candidates,  or  their 
counsel,  or  friends,  allowed  to  examine  them? 

Anstver.  1  am  pretty  sure  they  were  not. 

Question.  Don't  you  remember  that  repeated  application  was  made 
by  Republican  candidates,  or  their  counsel,  for  examination  of  the 
returns,  but  it  was  denied? 

Answer.  Yes,  I  do. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  time  when  a  Committee,  con- 
sisting of  ex-Governor  Dingley,  Mr.  Lindsey,  and  Mr.  Emery,  of 
Ellsworth,  requested  the  privilege  of  examining  the  returns  ? 

Answer.  No,  I  was  not. 

Question.  Where  were  you  at  that  time? 

AnMoer.  As  I  understood  it,  that  request  was  being  made  while  I 
was  in  the  Council  Chamber,  and  they  were  in  the  Governor's  Room. 

Question.  You  were  in  Augusta  at  that  time? 

Answer.  Yes.     That  was  the  seventeenth  of  November,  I  think. 

Question.  The  request  was  proffered  in  the  Governor's  Room? 

An^swer.  I  so  understand ;  I  did  not  hear  it. 

Question.  To  the  Governor? 

Answer.  That  is  what  I  understand,  and  I  guess  that  was  the 
general  understanding. 

Question.  It  was  refused? 

Answer.  I  so  understand  it. 

Question.  At  that  time  was  the  question  discussed  in  the  Council, 
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or  by  the  Committee  on  Election  Retoms,  whether  the  Republican 
candidates,  or  their  counsel,  or  representatives,  should  be  allowed  to 
inspect  the  returns? 

Answer.  No.  At  least,  I  do  not  know  of  any  discussion  about  it. 

Question,  Did  the  Governor  discuss  that  question,  or  confer  with 
his  Council  upon  it  at  any  time  during  that  day  ? 

Answer.  I  think  that  he  came  out  and  had  some  talk  about  it 
after  the  people  had  gone  away. 

Question.  Don't  you  remember  that  Grovemor  Garcelon  did  at 
first  give  encouragement  to  those  gentlemen  that  they  should  look  at 
the  returns  and  that,  after  consulting  with  his  Council,  he  declined? 

Answer.  No,  I  don't  have  that  recollection  of  the  matter. 

Question.  When  did  the  Council  first  decide  that  no  inspection 
should  be  allowed,  of  the  returns  ? 

Anstoer.  I  cannot  teU  the  date. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  whether  that  decision  was  made  on 
the  day  that  Mr.  Bisbee  was  there  and  when  he  requested  to  see  the 
retoms  from  Oxford  county? 

Ansfoer.  It  was  made  the  same  day  that  Wing  and  Savage  were 
there;  I  remember  about  the  Governor  writing  the  order  ^^  As  at 
present  advised.'* 

Question.  That  decision  was  made  that  no  inspection  should  be 
allowed  of  the  returns? 

Answer.  Yes ;  that  they  couldn't  be  amended,  or  to  that  effect, 
and  it  was  useless  to  see  them,  or  something  like  that ;  I  do  not 
know  just  how  it  read. 

Question.  Did  the  Council  adopt  the  rule  that  no  amendments 
should  be  allowed  of  the  returns? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  they  adopted  it — ^made  it  a  mattei*  of 
record. 

Question.  Did  they  act  upon  that  rule  ? 

Answer.  I  think  they  did. 

Question.  AU  the  way  through? 

Answer.  I  think  that  was  the  understanding. 

Question.  What  was  the  reason  for  the  decision  that  no  inspection 
of  the  returns  should  be  allowed, — ^because  they  couldn't  be  allowed 
to  be  amended  and  it  would  do  no  good  to  look  at  them? 

Answer.  I  think  that  was  the  substance  of  the  order  that  the 
Governor  wrote.     It  is  on  the  blotter  of  the  Council,  I  suppose. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  known,  previous  to  this  last  year,  of 
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oaadidates  or  their  oounsel  or  fri^ids  being  denied  the  opportunily 
to  examine  and  inspect  the  returns? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Que^ion.  Heretofore  it  has  always  been  cnstomary  to  allow  it? 

Answer.  So  I  have  understood. 

Question.  You  never  heard  it  contradicted? 

Ansvoer.  No.# 

Qu/estion.  During  the  examination  of  the  returns  in  t^  montha  of 
November  and  December  were  they  or  not  earned  many  times  ftom 
the  Secretary's  Boom  into  the  Council  Boom  and  returned  at  night? 

Answer.  They  were  up  to  the  twenty-first  of  November. 

Question.  You  know  t^t  they  were  up  to  the  twenty-first  of 
November? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  know  that,  that  is^  when  I  was  here. 

Question.  After  that  your  custody  over  them  ceased? 

Answer.  That  is,  as  far  as  locking  tiiem  up  was  concerned. 

Question.  After  that  were  they  not  carried  by  other  purties  to  Hie 
Council  Boom  to  be  examined  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  we  would  send  Mark  down,  after  that,  or  Sawyer, 
or  somebody,  to  bring  them  up ;  and  pail;  of  them  were  kept  in  the 
Grovernor's  Boom,  in  the  closet  there,  or  cupboard.  There  was  a 
Yale  lock  on  that,  and  they  were  about  as  safe  there. 

Question.  At  every  meeting  of  the  Council  during  those  months, 
was  there  or  not  some  examination  of,  and  inspection  of,  and  working 
upon,  and  tabulating  of  these  returns  ? 

Answer.  There  was  some  other  business.  There  were  sev^^rnl 
pardon  matters  that  came  up. 

Question.  At  every  meeting  wasn't  there  more  or  less  of  wiNrking 
upon,  and  tabulating,  and  fixing  these  returns? 

Answer.  I  do  not  seem  to  remember  about  that.  I  guess  most  of 
the  time  they  worked  upon  them,  exceptmg  when  there  was  other 
business. 

Question.  Was  the  final  result  reached  and  determined  upon  till 
near  the  close  of  the  year? 

Ansioer.  The  certificates  had  got  to  be  issued  any  way — ^the  twenty 
days — of  course  it  had  to  be  done  before  that. 

Question.  Was  the  final  result  reached  and  determined  till  the  day 
when  the  report  appears  to  be  signed,  on  the  thirteenth  of  Deoem- 
ber? 

Answer,  No;  I  do  not  thiok  it  was. 
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Question.  Were  there  not  changes  made  in  the  tabolationa,  and  in 
the  report  of  the  Committee  clear  up  to  the  day  of  the  adoption  of 
the  report? 

AfMioer.  Mistakes  were  corrected. 

Question.  Were  there  not  changes  made  ? 

Answer ,  I  do  not  think  there  was  but  one  change  made  after* 
wards. 

Question.  Were  there  not  dianges  made  clear  up  to  the  time  of 
the  signing  of  the  report? 

Anstoer.  Yes,  that  is  when  they  went  over  the  tabulations  and 
returns  to  see  they  were  finally  correct.  You  can  call  it  verifying, 
to  see  whether  it  was  carried  out  correctly  from  the  returns,  where 
there  had  been  errors  made  either  in  my  not  seeing  or  making 
mistakes. 

Question.  Wasn't  there  one  change,  at  least,  made  in  the  report 
after  it  was  signed,  and  accepted?  and,  if  so,  which  case  was  that? 

Answer.  That  was  the  Lisbon  case. 

Question.  The  Republican  candidate,  Mr.  Thomas,  was  stricken 
out  and  the  Greenback  candidate,  Mr.  Beal,  written  in  his  place  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  In  the  body  of  the  report? 

Answer.  Yes,  but  that  I  suppose  they  had  a  right  to  do. 

Qnestion.  Do  you  remember  the  circumstances  in  the  case  of  the 
Grouldsborough  Bepresentatlye — Oliver  P.  Bragdon? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  remember  about  tliat. 

Question.  Whose  name  was  first  written  in  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee as  being  the  duly  and  legally  elected  Representative? 

Ansioer.  Oliver  P.  Bragdon. 

Question.  The  Republican  candidate? 

Answer.  I  have  since  learned  it  was,  but  did  not  know  then. 

Que9tion.  Was  that  afterwards  changed,  'aqfl  the  Greenback  can- 
didate's name  written  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Bragdon? 

Answer.  Mr.  Flye  was  given  a  seat,  and  his  name  put  in  the 
report. 

Question.  Mr.  Bragdon's  name  scratched  out  and  Mr.  Flye's  name 
written  in? 
Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  the  reason  for  it? 
Answer.  I  think  in  the  Gouldsborough  matter  that  I  must  have 
made  a  mistake  in  getting  the  name  ^^  Oliver  P.  Bragdon"  when  it 
was  "  Oliver  B." 
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Question,  What  do  you  mean  by  that? 

Answer,  That  is  it  should  have  been  put  down  "  Oliver  J?."  when 
I  wrote  it  Oliver  P."  But  we  went  over  and  verified  it — ^that  is,  com- 
pared the  returns  with  the  tabulations — ^it  was  found  that  the  retom 
was  "5."  When  it  was  firstwritten  down  it  was  "P."  There  was 
some  talk  about  the  letter  ^^B"  and  I  carried  it  to  the  Governor, 
and  I  says :  ^^  Governor,  I  must  have  made  a  mistake  in  this  mat- 
ter ;  what  do  you  call  that,  a  B  or  Pf  He  says,  ''  can't  you  teU  a 
B  from  a  P?"    That  is  all  there  was  said  about  it. 

Question.  You  had,  in  first  examining  it,  called  it  a  "  Pf* 

Answer,  I  did  not  examine  it  the  first  time  closely. 

Question.  You  must  have  made  some  examination  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  of  course ;  I  supposed  it  was  a  *'  P," 

Qysstion,  Were  not  the  returns  from  the  other  towns  in  the  dis- 
trict for  '*  Oliver  P.  Bragdon  f* 

Answer,  Yes,  I  think  so. 

Question,  In  looking  over  the  Gouldsborough  return,  you  called 
that  "Oliver  P."  and  tabulated  all  the  votes  as  for  "Oliver  P. 
Bragdon?" 

Answer.  Yes,  but  I  will  not  be  sure  I  looked  critically. 

Q;aestion.  In  your  first  examination  of  the  returns,  all  the  other 
towns  were  "Oliver  P.,"  and  you  called  Gouldsborough  "Oliver  P.  ?" 

AnrSwer,  Yes ;  but  I  couldn't  swear  but  it  was  "Oliver  B.,"  Uhdsy. 

Question.  How  long  after  that  before  your  attention  was  again 
called  to  the  Bragdon  case,  and  the  return  ttom  Gouldsborough? 

Answer.  1  am  sure  I  don't  know ;  I  can't  say  how  long  a  time  it 
was  between  the  verifying  and  when  it  was  made  up  origina]l3\ 

Question.  How  long  from  the  time  you  first  wrote  it  before  your 
attention  was  again  called  to  it  when  you  showed  it  to  the  Governor? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know.  It  might  have  been  two  days,  and  might 
have  been  a  week.       * 

Question.  During  that  time  Oliver  P.  Bragdon  appeared  on  the 
list  of  Representatives  elected  ? 

An.swer,  Yes,  that  is  on  the  original  tabulation.  K  you  had  that 
paper  I  lost  you  would  find  it  so,  I  think. 

Question,  Examine  the  final  tabulation  or  Docket  made  up  for  the 
Secretary  of  State,  from  which  he  was  to  make  up  his  list,  and  state 
whether  it  appears  plainly  there  that  "Oliver  P.  Bragdon"  was 
written  in  ? 

Answer.  It  does  not  appear  plainly.  I  can  see  the  "C' apid 
"P"and"B."  T 
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Question.  Then  doesn't  it  appear  plainly  that  "Oliver P.  Brag- 
don"  was  first  written  there? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  suppose  there  is  not  much  donbt  about  it. 

Question,  What  name  does  now  appear  written  over  it? 

Answer.  "  James  Flye." 

Question.  The  tabulation  or  Docket  which  you  are  examining  ia 
not  the  original? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  But  the  final  docket  made  up  for  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  make  his  list  from  ? 

Answer.  I  am  very  sure  it  is. 

Question.  So  that,  as  late  as  that  was  written  up,  Oliver  P.  Brag- 
don's  name  was  first  written  in  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  it  must  have  been. 

Qtiestion.  Look,  also,  in  the  same  tabulation,  at  the  figures,  and> 
see  if  it  does  not  appear  that  the  vote  of  Gouldsborough  was  first 
tabulated  and  counted  for  Oliver  P.  Bragdon,  and  that  there  has 
been  a  change  in  his  total  vote  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  And  does  it  not  appear  at  last  that  the  vote  of  Groulds— 
borough  is  carried  out  to  "  Oliver  B.  Bragdon  f* 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.   Does  it  not  appear  that,  in  the  column  of  "  Oliver  P. . 
Bragdon,"  for  Gouldsborough,  there  has  been  an  erasure  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Doesn't  it  appear  that  the  footings  for  "Oliver  P.  Brag- 
don," and  "James  Flye,"  have  been  changed? 
Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Where  were  you  when  Governor  Garcelon  submitted 
the  first  Questions  to  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court? 

Answer.  I  think  I  was  in  Boston  the  day  that  he  did  it ;  at  least, . 
I  was  not  in  Augusta. 

Question.  Had  the  matter,  before  that,  of  submitting  the  Questions 
which  had  arisen  regarding  the  count,  been  discussed  in  the  Council? 
Answer.  I  never  heard  any  thing  said  about  it,  at  all. 

By  Mb.  HAWES  : 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  an  application,  from  myself  to  the 
Governor  and  Council,  to  ask  the  Opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court  as 
to  the  Constitutionality  of  the  law  of  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy- 
seven,  about  the  eleventh  or  tweUtii  of  December? 
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Ansioer.  I  remember  something  about  it,  but  I  do  not  know  just 
what.  I  never  saw  any  paper,  I  think.   Did  you  make  it  in  writing? 
Mr.  Hawes.    I  did. 

Bt  Mr.  hale  : 

Qiiestion,  Don't  you  remember  that,  before  the  submission  of  the 
Questions  by  the  Governor,  there  had  been  a  great  interest,  and 
even  excitement,  throughout  the  State,  with  reference  to  the  action 
of  the  Governor  and  Council,  as  to  the  returns? 

Anstver.  I  do. 

Question.  Don't  you  remember  that  it  was  the  general  tofnc  of 
discussion  throughout  the  State? 

A'i^^wer.  I  suppose  it  was. 

Question.  Don't  you  remember  that  petitions  had  come  in  torn 
many  quarters,  urging  the  Governor  to  submit  the  disputed  Ques- 
tions ss  to  the  count,  to  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court? 

Answer,  I  know  there  were  a  few. 

Quegtion.  Didn't  yon  see  more  or  less  of  those  petitions  when  you 
were  at  Ajigusta? 

Answer.  I  believe  I  never  saw  but  two. 

Question.  Where  were  they  from? 

Answer.  I  think  one  from  Augusta. 

Question.  Headed  by  whom? 

Answer.  It  strikes  me  it  was  some  ExrGk>vemor,  but  I  will  not  be 
sure. 

Question.  £x-<3U>vemor  Morrill? 

Answer.  I  guess  it  was  Anson  P.  Morrill. 

Question.  Don't  you  know  there  were  many  other  petitions  came 
in  to  the  Governor  and  Council? 

Answer.  I  do  not  tliink  I  saw  more  tiian  two. 

Question.  Wouldn't  it  be  natural  for  you  as  churman  of  Com- 
mittee on  Elections  to  see  them  ? 

Answer.  No ;  I  do  not  know  ad  it  would. 

Ques^ton.  Wasn't  the  matter  then  discussed  by  the  Governor  and 
Council,  as  to  what  should  be  dcme  on  those  petitions? 

Answer.  I  didn't  hear  any  discussion. 

Question.  Did  you,  after  these  petitions  came  in,  never  hear  the 
subject  mentioned? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  but  I  have,  but  nothing  tiiat  I  can  rememb^. 

Queaf ton.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  at  the  meetings  of  the  Gov* 
emor  and  Council  at  that  time,  that  the  subject  of  submitting  those 
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Qaestdons,  and  of  the  petitioiui  urging  it,  was  not  discussed  repeat- 
edly by  the  Council? 

Answer.  I  don't  think  I  ever  heard  the  matter  mentioned  in  open 
CoancH  in  my  life. 

QuegHon.  Do  you  know  whether  the  Conncil  was  in  favor  of  or 
opposed  to  submitting  the  Questions? 

Anmoer.  I  know  I  was  opposed  myself. 

Question.  Upon  what  ground  ? 

Anstoer.  I  am  somewhat  of  a  partisan,  and  I  never  had  much  faith 
in  Courts  or  Judges  since  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

Quegtion.  What  did  the  Court  or  Judges  have  to  do  with  the 
eighteen  seventy-six  case?  that  was  not  submitted  to  the  Court. 
The  upshot  of  it  was,  wasn't  it,  that  yon  thought  you  had  every- 
thing and  you  were  not  inclined  to  run  any  risk?  wasn't  that  your 
feeling,  and  that  of  the  other  members  of  the  Council? 

Ansioer.  I  do  not  know  how  the  other  members  felt  about  it ;  I 
guess  some  of  them  backed  water  cm  it  a  little,  but  I  was  opposed 
to  it  from  the  start. 

Question.  Were  some  of  the  others  in  favor  of  it  at  first? 

Answer.  No ;  I  don't  know  of  anybody ;  I  was  not  here  when  the 
Questions  were  submitted,  but  I  wrote  to  the  Governor  advising  him 
not  to ;  I  wrote  to  him  from  York.  Knowing  hii9  as  well  as  I  did, 
after  Governor  Morrill  wrote  that  letter,  L  thought  likely  that  Gar- 
celon  would  do  it. 

Question.  You  were  afraid  he  would? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  was. 

Question.  Do  you  ^now  anything  about  any  counsel  being  em- 
ployed about  that  time  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Gould  was  employed. 

Question.  By  whom  was  Mr.  Gould  employed  ? 

Answer.  By  the  Governor,  I  suppose ;  at  least  he  was  there ;  I 
do  not  know  whether  really  employed. 

Question.  Mr.  Gould  was  there  when,  before  or  after  the  Questions 
were  submitted? 

Ansioer.  He  was  there  before. 

Question,  You  saw  him  there  before? 

Answer,  Yes  $  I  am  very  certain  I  did. 

Quegtion.  What  was  Mr.  Gould  doing  there  before? 

Answer.  He  was  in  to  see  the  Governor ;  I  wasn't  in  there. 

Question.  You  understood  he  was  acting  as  counsel? 
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Answer,  That  waB  my  nnderstanding  about  it. 

Qtiesiion,  Did  you  understaud  that  Mr.  Gould  was  for  or  against 
submitting  the  Questions  ? 

Answer.  I  couldn't  but  understand  he  was  in  favor  of  submitting 
them  after  he  came  up  and  fixed  them  up. 

Question,  He  did  fix  them  up  himself? 

Answer,  So  I  understood ;  I  do  not  know  it  of  my  personal 
knowledge ;  he  was  generally  consulted. 

Question,  By  both  Governor  and  Council? 

Answer,  Yes ;  I  consulted  him. 

Question,  With  reference  to  certain  cases  you  consulted  him? 

Answer,  Yes. 

Qu^tion,  Did  you  consult  Mr.  Gould  in  relation  to  the  Skowhegan 
case, — ^throwing  out  Skowhegan  on  the  question  of  double  column 
baUot? 

Answer,  Yes. 

Question,  What  was  Mr.  Gould's  advice? 

Answer,  Throwing  it  out. 

Question,  Did  he  afterwards  write  a  letter  taking  the  other  ground ? 

Answer,  I  saw  a  copy  of  his  letter  in  the  ^^  Bangor  Commercial," 
I  think. 

Question,  Did  that  letter  agree  with  his  advice  ^to  you,  or  was  it 
directly  opposed? 

Answer,  It  was  directly  opposed ;.  I  know  I  spoke  about  it  at  the 
time. 

Question,  You  are  confident  that  Mr.  Gould  advised  you  to  throw 
that  out? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Sure  of  it? 

Answer,  Yes. 

Question,  On  that  veiy  ground  ? 

Answer,  Yes ;  I  am  very  sure  about  that. 

Question,  Did  you  consult  with  him  about  any  oilier  particolar 
case  you  remember  about? 

Answer,  Yes ;  I  cannot  remember  the  name  of  the  town,  but  I 
know  that  Mr.  Monroe  was  sitting  there  at  the  time,  and  we  both 
asked  him  about  it ;  in  fact,  Monroe  called  me  up  where  they  were 
sitting.  There  was  some  town  we  were  going  to  act  on ;  I  cannot 
remember  the  town. 

Question,  Do  you  remember  the  point  involved? 
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Afiswer.  I  think  it  was  that  town  where  the  Selectmen  gave  their 
affidavits  to  the  effect  that  the  Clerk  signed  the  returns  for  them ;  I 
do  not  want  to  be  too  positive  about  it. 

Question,  Did  Mr.  Gould  advise  that  they  be  thrown  out? 
Anmiser.  Yes. 

Q^e8t^on.  Tou  do  not  remember  what  town  it  was? 
Anmjoer.  No. 

Question.  How  many  times  did  you  consult  Mr.  Gould? 
Answer,  I  guess  in  only  two  or  three  cases. 
Question,  Do  you  remember  in  any  case  that  he  advised  you*  not 
to  throw  out  towns  r 
Answer,  No ;  I  don't  think  he  did. 

Question,  You  think  his  advice  was  all  in  the  direction  of  casting 
out,  do  you? 
Anstoer.  It  was ;  the  Questions  I  submitted  to  him. 
Question.  How  did  Mr.  Gould  get  his  pay? 

Answer.  I  don't  know ;  I  do  not  know  whether  he  has  got  it  or 
not ;  I  recollect  of  saying  to  the  Governor  when  riding  up  to  Water- 
ville  to  see  how  the  ratification  meeting  turned  out,  of  asking  the 
question  who  was  going  to  pay  Mr.  Gould ;  and  the  Governor  said : 
*'  Why,  we  pay  him,  of  course."  I  did  not  know  whether  it  had  got 
to  come  out  of  my  pocket,  any  of  it,  or  not ;  I  wanted  to  know 
about  it. 

Question.  What  did  you  understand  by  ''  We;*'  that  the  (Council 
paid  him? 

Anstoer.  I  did  not  know  what  to  understand  then ;  I  did  not  ask 
any  further.  He  said  "  We;'*  I  made  up  my  mind  I  should  not  pay 
much  for  the  advice  he  had  given  me. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  been  called  upon  to  pay  anything  to 
him? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Were  you  on  Committees  of  the  Council  that  had 
charge  of  auditing  any  biU  ? 

Answer.  No ;  I  wasn't  on  the  Committee  on  Warrants,  or  Appro- 
priations. 

Question,  Do  yon  know  anything  about  the  uses  made  of  moneys 
drawn  from  the  different  appropriations,  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
year, — ^the  last  part  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine, 
and  the  first  part  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty? 

Ansioer.  No;  I  know  I  received  twenty-six  dollars  myself,  for 
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milei^e  one  session,  when  I  left  home  when  the  Council  was  in  ses- 
sion, but  I  was  detained,  and  when  I  got  here  they  had  adjourned, 
so  mj"  name  was  not  on  the  Pay  Roll,  but  I  claimed  that  I  ought  to 
have  my  mileage  if  I  did  not  get  any  attendance,  because  I  left  home 
when  the  Council  was  in  session,  and  I  always  chai^;ed  from  the  day 
I  did  leave  home. 

Question,  Did  you  receive  your  pay  for  that? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  From  what  fund  did  you  receive  it? 

Answer.  1  suppose  from  the  Contingent  Fund  of  the  Grovemor  and 
Council. 

Question.  You  don't  know  anything  about  the  expenditures  of  that 
Contingent  Fund? 

Answer.  Only  as  I  have  seen  it  in  the  Appropriation  Book,  and 
have  received — I  guess  I  have  received  three  hundred  doUare  or 
four  hundred  dollars — during  the  year  from  it. 

Question.  What  amount  did  you  receive  during  the  year,  in  all? 

Ansvjer.  I  never  figured  it  up  at  all. 

Question.  About  what  amount  do  you  think ;  everything? 

Afiswer.  I  should  think  I  must  have  received  one  thousand  dollars. 

Question.  During  the  year? 

Answer.  I  should  think  so. 

Question.  And  the  other  members  of  the  Council  as  much,  or 
more? 

Answer.  I  should  not  suppose  that  Mr.  Brown,  or  Fogg,  would  be 
as  much,  because  my  mileage  is  twenty-six  dollars  each  session ;  and 
that  tells  up  to  what  it  does,  where  you  don't  get  but  five  or  six  dol- 
lars. I  never  reckoned  up  in  the  Contingent  Fund,  but  I  think  I 
drew  as  little  as  anybody ;  I  endeavored  to  make  that  a  point,  any 
way. 

Question.  What  is  the  amount  of  the  entire  Contingent  Fund? 

Answer.  I  think  five  thousand  dollars. 

Question.  Then  of  course  only  a  portion  of  the  pay  of  the  Coun- 
cil for  services  and  mileage  and  attendance  could  come  ftt>m  that 
Fund? 

Answer.  Then  there  is  the  Pay  Roll  of  the  Council  which  is  fbur 
thousand  dollars.  I  was  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Pay  Roll  of 
the  Council.     That  is  four  thousand  dollars. 

Question.  When  was  that  Fund  exhausted? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  it  is  exhausted. 
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Question.  Do  you,  yourself,  have  any  knowledge  of  money  being 
drawn  from  different  appropriations  and  misappropriated,  in  its  use, 
to  other  purposes? 

AnsiDer.  No ;  I  don't  of  myself;  only  what  I  have  heard  lately. 

Question.  You  were  not  on  the  Committee  on  Printing? 

Answer.  No.  The  usual  course  that  bills  and  accounts  and  every- 
thing of  that  sort  take  is :  They  come  in  and  the  chairman  of  the 
Council  hands  them  to  the  Grovernor  and  then  they  are  handed  to 
the  Committee  on  Accounts ;  then  the  Committee  on  Accounts  report 
that  the  Governor  be  advised  to  draw  his  warrant ;  then  the  Com- 
mittee on  Warrants  make  a  report  to  that  effect,  so  that  really  the 
Committee  on  Accounts  and  Committee  on  Warrants  have  the  charge 
of  the  thing ;  and  generally,  when  those  Committees  both  report,  it 
passes  the  Council  without  objection,  unless  something  out  of  the 
common  course. 

By  Mb.  HAWES  : 

Question.  Then  the  basis  of  a  warrant  would  be  a  bill? 
Answer.  Yes. 
Question.  In  all  cases  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  every  time. 

Question.  You  wouldn't  consider  it  regular  to  draw  a  warrant 
without  the  basis  of  a  bill  or  voucher  ? 
Answer.  I  should  not.' 

By  Mr.  INGALLS  : 

Question.  Goes  first  to  the  Committee  on  Accounts  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Then  referred  by  that  Committee  to  the  Committee  on 
Warrants? 

Answer.  Yes ;  if  they  recommend  that  a  warrant  be  drawn,  it 
goes  to  the  Council ;  and  you  would  hardly  think  of  objecting  to 
passing  a  report  of  that  kind  after  the  Committee  on  Accounts  had 
done  so. 

Question.  Does  that  become  a  matter  of  record? 

Answer.  The  reference  ? 

Question.  Yes. 

Answer.  It  is  stamped  on  the  back  of  the  bill  ^^Bef erred  to  the 
CorairtUtee  on  Accounts.^* 

Question.  It  does  not  go  on  any  record  book? 

Answer.  Yes ;  the  record  will  read  ^^ Bills  were  presented  from 
Sprague^  Owen  &  Nash;  Printing ,  [so  much].    Beferred  to  the 
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Committee  on  Accounia,  Reported  favorably  by  (he  Gommittee  on 
Warrants  that  the  Oovemor  be  advised  to  draw  hie  warranis,** 

Question.  Then  there  is  a  vote  of  the  Council,  in  addition,  author- 
izing the  drawing  of  the  warrant? 

Answer.  Yes,  but  it  is  generally  an  informal  vote ;  I  don't  know 
that  I  ever  knew  the  yeas  and  nays  taken  on  it. 

By  Mr.  HAWES : 

Question.  Did  you  ever  know  of  a  warrant  being  drawn  without 
any  voucher  or  bill  being  presented  in  the  first  place  ? 

Answer.  No ;  I  don't  know  that  I  did.  There  might  be  a  hundred 
and  I  not  know  it — ^not  being  on  the  Committee. 

Question.  You  don't  know  anything  about  Cameron,  the  Book 
Binder,  being  paid  money  in  advance  ? 

Ansioer.  No. 

By  Mr.  COOK : 

Question.  Were  you  in  the  session  of  the  Council  on  December 
thirty-first  or  thirtieth? 

Answer.  I  came  to  Augusta  December  thirty-first  in  the  afternoon. 

Question.  At  that  meeting  do  you  remember  of  the  Committee  on 
Warrants  recommending  the  Governor  to  draw  a  warrant  for  him- 
self for  four  thousand  dollars  ? 

Answer.  December  thirty-first,  I  did  not  get  here  till  eight  o'clock, 
I  think,  in  the  evening.  That  was  the  time  I  was  delayed,  and  they 
had  adjourned. 

By  Mr.  HALE : 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  one  thousand  dollars  that 
Leavitt  had  and  has  just  returned? 

Answer.  I  did  not  know  that  he  had  returned  anjihing. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  thousand  dollars  that 
he  had? 

Answer.  No. 

Qu£stion.  Do  you  know  Eben  F.  Pillsbury  ? 

Ansu)er.  Yes. 

Question.  Know  him  well  ? 

Anstoer.  Yes ;  *  very  well  acquainted  with  him. 

Question.  Seen  a  good  deal  of  him  in  Augusta? 

Answer.  Yes,  considerable. 

Question.  During  the  time  when  this  work  was  going  on  upon  the 
returns  by  the  Council,  was  he  frequently  up  here  at  the  Capitol? 
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Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  he  was  more  frequently  than  com- 
mon.    He  was  around  here  a  good  deal  during  the  year. 

Q^est%on.  Where  is  his  offlce,^-on  the  hill  or  down  town  ? 

Answer.  Down  town. 

Question,  During  all  the  time  you  were  Councillor  was  he  around 
the  Capitol  a  good  deal? 

Answer,  Yes,  as  much  as  anybody,  I  should  think. 

Question,  Do  you  know  of  anybody  outside  the  Council  that  was 
there  oftener,  or  as  often,  as  Pillsbury  ? 

Answer,  You  mean  anybody  not  having  anj'thing  to  do  with  the 
State? 

Qtiestion,  Yes. 

Answer,  No ;  I  don't  know  as  I  do. 

Question,  Wasn't  he  constantly  in,  advising  the  Council? 

Answer,  He  didn't  me. 

Question,  Don't  you  know  of  his  giving  it  to  other  parties, — ^mem- 
bers of  the  Council  and  the  Governor  and  State  Officers  ? 

Answer,  I  never  heard  him  give  them  any  advice. 

Question,  Don't  you  know  that  he  was  giving  advice  ?  didn't  you 
hear  him  quoted  many  times  in  your  deliberations  ? 

Answer.  No.  People  that  knew  me  never  quoted  his  advice  to  me. 

Question,  You  don't  like  him  ? 

Answer,  Yes ;  I  like  him  as  a  man. 

Quesiion,  But  don't  like  him  as  a  politician? 

Answer.  No ;  I  don't. 

Question,  You  think  he  about  ruined  the  concern? 

Answer,  I  don't  know  as  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  answer  that 
question. 

Question,  If  you  had  had  your  way,  his  advice  would  not  have 
been  followed? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know.  He  didn't  advise  me.  It  wouldn't  have 
been  followed  in  one  case,  if  I  was  correctly  informed  what  his 
advice  was. 

Question.  About  a  matter  that  came  up  before  the  Governor  and 
Council? 

Answer,  That  was  sort  of  a  political  matter. 

Question,  What  was  that? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  it  is  any  use  for  him  [pointing  to 
Stenographer]  to  take  it  down. 

Question.  Let  us  see. 
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Answer.  That  was  the  day  you  came  in, — sixty  of  you,— and 
wanted  to  qualify,  and  went  out  to  get  Mr.  Lamson ;  and  Mr.  Pills- 
bury  says,  "  Damn  them !  let  them  sweat  a  epeU." 

Question.  You  were  in  favor  of  their  qualifying? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  did  not  take  much  stock  in  that  kind  of  sweating. 

Question.  Your  notions  were  to  let  the  Republicans  qualify? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Pillsburj'^  opposed  it? 

Answer.  So  I  am  informed. 

Question.  Was  Mark  Harden  constantly  present,  and  making  him- 
self useful? 

Answer.  He  was  Messenger  to  the  Council.  He  was  always  there. 

Question.  Did  he  do  considerable  writing  on  these  returns  and 
tabulations  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  he  did  considerable.  He  is  a  good  writer.  Yoa 
can  see  that  by  the  reports  in  his  hand  writing,  I  think. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  any  corrections  of  returns 
or  of  blank  returns  sent  out  to  the  different  towns,  from  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Council  or  Secretary  of  State? 

Answer.  Not  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Question.  From  information  you  got  in  the  course  of  this  whole 
general  count,  do  you  know  of  any  blank  returns  being  sent  out  in 
order  to  fix  up  the  vote  in  any  of  the  towns ;  if  so,  state  what  towns? 

Ansvoer.  Is  it  necessary  for  a  man  if  he  is  going  to  give  testimony 
that  would  criminate  himself — ^has  he  got  to  do  it? 

Mr.  Hale.  The  rule  is  this,  before  Legislative  Committees: 
that  the  witness  is  privileged ;  and  declarations  made  before  a  Com- 
mittee cannot  be  used  against  him  in  a  criminal  proceeding ;  or  he 
may  avail  himself  of  the  privilege  of  declining  to  answer  upon  the 
ground  that  the  answer  would  criminate  himself. 

Answer.  That  is  about  as  good  an  answer  as  anybody  would  want 
to  get ;  I  do  nof  know  of  a  single  return  being  sent  to  Washington 
county. 

Question.  What  do  you  know  about  it? 

Answer.  Not  a  thing  about  Washington  county. 

Q;uestion.  About  any  other  county, — ^any  other  part  of  the  State. 
Either  tell  us  all  you  know  about  it  or  state  that  you  decline  to  make 
a  statement  of  that  on  the  ground  that  a  witness  is  not  obliged  to 
state  things  that  will  criminate  himself? 

Answer.  Well,  I  am  not  going  to  lie  about  it  any  way. 
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Question.  All  we  want  is  the  truth. 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  of  any,  but  one  instance,  that  ever 
a  return  was  sent  or  carried  by  anybody  anywhere, — a  blank, — and 
in  that  case  it  never  was  used  and  no  change  was  made. 

Question,  What  was  the  ca«e,  and  what  were  the  facts? 

Answer.  H  yon  will  hand  the  return  to  me  fh)m  the  town  of  Bris- 
tol. 

Question.  Representative? 

Answer.  No ;  Senatorial,  in  Lincoln  county.  [Senatorial  return 
finom  Bristol  passed  to  witness.]  There,  if  you  will  notice  in  this 
return  of  Bristol,  ^•^tTie  whole  number  of  ballots  given  is  six  hundred 
and  ten^'*  and  the  votes  were  three  hundred  and  seventy,  and  two 
hundred  and  twenty-eight,  and  four.  Those  do  not  correspond,  you 
see.  I  took  that  return  in  my  pocket,  and  a  blank  return,  and  went 
to  the  town  of  Wiscasset.  I  there  found  that  the  record  of  the 
town  of  Bristol  read  ^^  Andrew  B.  J.  Smith.^  Knowing  it  would 
make  no  difference  whether  that  return  was  amended  by  the  record, 
(if  it  was  amended  by  the  record  Smith  would  be  counted  ^'  Andrew 
R.  J.,"  and  by  the  record  of  Lincoln  county  to-day  he  is  not  elected 
Senator,)  so  I  did  not  do  anything  about  that. 

Question.  That  return  is  right? 

Answer.  No.  The  return  is  all  right,  but  the  record  is  ^'  Andrew 
R.  J. ;"  the  record  of  Bristol. 

Question.  How  did  3^ou  find  that  out  in  Wiscasset? 

Answer.  I  had  some  talk  with  a  gentleman  there. 

Qu^sAion.  Who  was  that? 

Answer.  Benjamin  F.  Smith,  a  member  of  Governor  Garcelon's 
Staff. 

Question.  He  told  you  what? 

Answer.  That  the  record  of  the  town  showed  *'  Andrew  R.  J. ;" 
I  guess  I  have  got  a  minute  of  it  in  my  pocket. 

QaestUm.  You  didn't  see  the  record? 

Answer.  No ;  he  got  a  certified  copy  of  the  record. 

Question.  Did  you  bring  back  a  certified  copy  of  the  record  ? 

Answer.  No ;  I  only  made  this  minute. 

Question.  You  went  away  with  a  blank  return  and  with  the  inten- 
tion of  making  a  new  return,  showing  the  proper  number  of  the  total 
of  votes? 

Ansujer.  I  did  not  exactly  regard  my  having  that  return  in  my 
possession — ^I  did  not  think  I  was  doing  anything  that  was  very  bad, 
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because  I  was  chairman  of  the  Committee,  as  long  as  it  was  in  my 
possession  and  was  not  sent  out  by  anybody  or  anything  like  that- 
had  not  gone  out  of  my  hands. 

Question.  What  was  your  intention  in  taking  the  blank  return,  if 
it  was  not  to  make  a  new  return  that  should  have  in  it  the  proper 
number  of  the  total  vote ;  wasn't  that  your  intention  when  you  took 
the  blank  return  ? 

Answer,  I  had  not  any  fbll  intention  of  what  would  be  done. 

Question.  Wasn't  it  the  fact,  that,  under  the  practice  you  had  fol- 
lowed in  the  count,  as  the  total  number  of  the  votes  didn't  agree 
with  the  votes  as  cast,  you  would  have  to  throw  it  out? 

Answer.  I  was  going  as  much  as  anything,  to  see  if  the  record 
had  that  last  part  on  there,  that  amendment,  or  whatever  it  is. 

Question.  Hadn't  you  foUowed,  in  your  examination,  the  rule  that 
if  the  whole  number  of  votes  did  not  agree  with  the  number  of 
votes  as  cast,  it  had  to  be  thrown  out? 

Answer.  That  depended  upon  whether  the  number  of  ballots  was 
more  than  the  number  of  votes. 

Question.  In  this  case  it  is  more  ? 

Answer.  No ;  it  is  the  other  way. 

Question.  In  this  case  the  declaration  is  six  hundred  and  ten,  and, 
when  added  up,  it  is  six  hundred  and  two ;  the  number  stated  is 
larger  than  the  votes  add  up  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  that  is  six  hundred  and  two,  instead  of  six 
hundred  and  ten.  It  was  as  much  as  anything  about  that  preamble, 
put  on  there  afterwards. 

Question.  What  did  you  take  the  blank  return  for,  if  it  was  not 
to  make  out  a  new  return  ? 

Answer.  K  the  record  hadn't  that  on  it,  I  should  have. 

Question.  You  proposed  to  change  it? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  don't  know  as  I  should  have  got  any  of  the 
Selectmen  to  have  signed  it,  because  I  didn't  know  them. 

Question.  That  is  what  you  started  out  for? 

Answer.  No,  I  don't  think  I  did  start  out  with  the  intention  of 
getting  a  new  return  signed  by  the  Selectmen. 

Question.  What  did  you  take  the  blank  return  with  you  for,  when 
you  had  the  original  return  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  really  know  what  reason  I  could  give  for  iUnow ; 
I  never  thought  much  about  the  matter,  and  haven't  thought  much 
about  it  since,  inasmuch  as  there  wasn't  anything  done. 
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Question,  But  you  didn't  know  that  till  you  got  down  there  and 
found  this  out  in  Wiscasset.  What  was  it  you  took  that  blank  re- 
turn with  you  for  when  you  took  this  original  return  from  the  files 
and  carried  it  into  Lincoln  county  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  ? 

Answer.  I  was  on  the  way  to  the  State's  Prison  at  the  same  time. 

Question.  But  you  stopped  at  Wiscasset  to  see  about  that? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  That  wasn't  State  Prison  business  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  That  was  business  about  the  return  from  Lincoln 
county ;  and  the  Senatorial  vote  was  snug  there  ? 

An^swer.  Yes,  I  think  it  was.  There  is  one  matter  about  that 
tabulation  I  want  to  speak  about  sometime,  where  I  think  the  Com- 
mittee have  got  misled, — ^in  fact,  I  know  they  have. 

Question.  You  brought  the  return  back? 

Ansfwer.  Yes. 

Question,  And  put  it  on  file  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  And  counted  it  just  as  the  votes  appear  there  ? 

Ansfwer.  Yes. 

Qii^estion.  You  didn't  reject  it  because  the  number  of  votes  as 
written  in  did  not  agree  with  the  number  as  added  up? 

Answer.  They  do  agree ;  that  is  evidently  made  for  a  "fwo." 

Question.  You,  yourself,  called  attention  to  the  fact  there  was  a 
discrepancy? 

Answer.  The  most  I  thought  about  was  that  addition. 

Question.  You  stated,  when  you  first  spoke  about  it,  there  was 
that  discrepancy  between  the  number  of  votes  as  stated  and  the 
number  as  added  up,  and  you  started  down  and  found  there  was  no 
need  of  correcting  it  because  you  found  the  returns  were  for 
"Andrew  R.  J."  When  you  came  back  you  returned  the  paper  to 
tiie  files  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  And  it  was  counted,  just  as  the  returns  are  there? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Qwestion.  It  was  not  thrown  out  because  there  was  a  discrepancy 
between  the  number  of  votes  cast  and  the  number  as  added  up  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Although  Farmmgton,  for  the  same  reason,  was  thrown 
out? 
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Answer,  Yes ;  I  am  sure  it  was. 

Question.  Then  Farmington,  where  there  was  a  large  Republican 
majority,  was  thrown  out  because  the  whole  number  of  votes  as 
stated  does  not  agree  with  the  vote  as  added ;  but  Bristol,  where 
there  was  a  large  Greenback  majority,  was  counted,  although  there 
is  the  same  feature  ? 

Answer.  There  is  a  difference  between  a  discrepancy  of  more 
ballots  than  votes  and  where  there  are  more  votes  than  ballots. 
There  can  be  more  ballots  than  votes  but  cannot  be  more  votes  than 
ballots. 

Question.  Farmington  was  the  same  as  that,  the  number  as  writ- 
ten in  is  larger  than  they  added  up? 

Answer.  You  will  find  Farmington  is  the  other  way. 

Question.  No ;  I  will  ask  you  to  examine  the  return  from  Bristol, 
and  to  give  me  the  whole  number  of  ballots  as  written  in  at  tlie  top? 

Answer.  *' Six  hundred  and  ten." 

Question.  Also  give  me  the  number  of  votes  tibrown  for  the  two 
candidates? 

Answer.  "  Isaac  T.  Hobson  870,  Andrew  B.  O.  SmUh,  228. 
Under  protest  Isaac  T.  Hohson  4." 

Question.  How  much  do  the  votes  aggregate? 

An,swer.  Six  hundred  and  two. 

Question.  Including  the  four  protested  votes? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  How  many  without  that? 

Answer.  Five  hundred  and  ninety-eight. 

Question.  A  Greenback  majority  of  how  much? 

Ansti}er.  Greenback  plurality  of  one  hundred  and  tbiiiy-eight. 

Question.  Do  you  find  by  the  tabulation  that  the  return  from 
Bristol  was  rejected  or  counted  ? 

Answer.  Counted. 

Question.  Examine  the  Representative  return  from  the  town  of 
Farmington,  taken  from  the  files  of  the  Council,  and  sUute  tke  whole 
number  of  votes  as  written  in? 

Answer.  "  Eight  hundred  and  forty-two.*^ 

Question.  State  the  number  of  votes  given  for  the  respective  can- 
didates for  Representative? 

Answer.  ^^ Cyrus  A.  Thomas^  437.     Lewis  Voter y  401.** 

Question.  Making  an  aggregate  of  how  many? 

Answer.  Eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight. 
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Queetion,  A  Republican  majority  of  how  many  ? 

Answer.  Thirty-six. 

Qiuestion.  By  reference  to  the  tabulation  and  returns,  do  you  find 
that  the  vote  of  Farmington  was  counted  in  or  counted  out? 

Answer,  Counted  out. 

Qiiestion.  What  fhrther  do  you  find, — ^that  Lewis  Voter,  Green* 
back  candidate,  is  counted  in  upon  what  vote  ? 

Answer.  Perkins  Plantation. 

Question.  What  was  the  vote  in  that? 

Answer.  Thirteen  for  Thomas ;  fourteen  for  Voter. 

QiiestUm.  Electing  Mr.  Voter  by  one  majority  on  the  vote  of  Per- 
kins Plantation  which  threw  in  all  twenty-seven  votes  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  INGALLS  : 

Question.  Did  you  assist  in  counting  the  vote  of  Brownfield  ? 

Answer.  County  Officers? 

Question.  Generally? 

Answer.  I  am  sure  I  don't  remember  whether  I  did  or  not ;  I  looked 
over  the  Oxford  county  returns  with  Mr.  Bisbee,  and  a  man  by  the 
name  of  Wright,  Clerk  of  Courts ;  but  in  making  up  Oxford  county 
tabulation,  I  don't  think  I  made  up  Oxford  county  at  all. 

Question.  You  knew  how  it  was  made  up? 

Answer.  Yes. 
'  Question.  Did  you  make  any  suggestion  abo^t  Buckfield  or  Brown- 
field. 

Answer.  In  County  Officers,  I  was  in  favor,  right  through,  of 
making  every  correction  that  could  be  made  by  the  records. 

Question,  In  regard  to  other  officers, — Legislative? 

Anstoer.  I  was  not. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  town  of  Hebron? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Have  you  seen  the  return? 

Answer.  Yes.     [Witness  examines  return.] 

Question.  Seen  it  before  ? 

Answer.  I  have  no  recollection  of  seeing  it  any  other  way  than 
it  is  now ;  I  never  noticed  it  particularly,  as  I  know  of. 

Bt  Mr.  hale  : 

Question.  Is  it  an  evident  case  of  alteration,  or  forgery,  on  the 
face? 
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Answer.  I  should  say  it  was, — and  a  very  bungling  one  at  that. 

By  Mr.  COOK : 

Question.  You  eould  have  done  better  than  that,  yourself? 
Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  I  never  tried. 

By  Mr.  INGALLS  : 

Qiiestion.  Let  me  see  if  I  understand  about  the  Bristol  return. 
You  say  it  would  make  no  difference  with  Mr.  Smith.  You  found 
there  was  trouble  with  the  record.  Here  are  two  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  counted  for  ''Andrew  R.  Gr.  Smith."  If  you  had 
obtained  a  return  according  to  the  record,  those  would  have  been 
counted  for  ''Andrew  R.  J.  SmithV* 

Answer.  Not  if  we  had  counted  the  return. 

Question.  If  you  had  obtained  a  copy  of  the  record  it  would  have 
contradicted  this  return  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Q;usstion.  Why  wouldn't  it  have  been  a  good  plan  to  have 
obtained  it? 

Answer.  It  would  not  do  to  make  ''  flesh  of  one  and  fish  of 
another." 

Question.  What  Slid  you  want  to  know  about  the  record  ? 

Answer.  I  wanted  to  know  about  this  protest — in  reference  to  the 
four  protested  votes — ^more  particularly. 

Question.  Did  Mr.  Smith  know  anything  about  that? 

Answer.  No ;  I  don't  know  that  he  did. 

Question,  How  did  the  information  of  Smith  that  the  record  was 
''Andrew  R.  J."  change  your  plan?  Didn't  you  intend  to  go  to 
Bristol  when  you  left  here  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  because  I  took  the  return  in  my  pocket. 

Question.  How  did  the  information  by  Smith  that  it  was  "  Andrew 
R.  J."  change  your  plan? 

Answer.  I  thought  finally  those  things  would  be  corrected ;  that 
when  it  got  into  the  Legislature,  the  Senate  would  probably  give  the 
seat  to  Mr.  Hobson,  any  way,  going  according  to  the  record — as  it 
would  to-day  by  the  records  of  Lincoln  county. 

By  Mr.  HALE : 

Question.  Suppose  they  went  behind  that  and  counted  the  votes 
aU  for  "  Andrew  R.  G.  ?" 

Ansvoer.  1  suppose  under  the  law  of  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy- 
seven  you  would  ascertain  it  was  the  intention. 
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By  Mr.  INGALLS  : 

Qu&^ion.  Do  you  know  how  it  happened  that  Mr.  Smith  had 
ascertained  about  the  record  of  Bristol?    • 

Anstcer.  I  don't ;  I  think  he  was  candidate  for  County  Attorney. 

Question.  Any  question  about  the  i*etum  ft*om  Bristol  in  his  case? 

Anstver.  I  don't  think  there  was  from  Bristol,  but  there  was  from 
one  town ;  I  know  that  I  wrote  him  about  it. 

Question.  Did  3^ou  write  him  about  Bristol  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  whether  I  did  or  not. 

Question.^  Was  there  any  trouble  with  the  Representative  return 
from  Bristol? 

Answer.  I  nevei:  saw  any  return  for  Beprosentative  frx)m  Bristol, 
at  all.     They  said  it  was  lost ;  or  mislaid,  or  something. 

Question.  It  never  was  before  the  Governor  and  Council,  to  your 
knowledge  ? 

Answer.  I  never  saw  it  in  my  life. 

Question.    Was  it  inquired  for? 

Answer,  I  spoke  about  it,  but  nobody  seemed  to  know  about  it, — 
where  it  was,  whether  there  had  been  one  sent  or  mislaid. 

Question.  Look  and  see  if  it  was  counted? 

Answer.  It  was  counted,  I  guess. 

Question.  How  was  it  counted  if  there  was  no  return? 

Answer.  There  was  a  return,  they  said,  but  it  got  mislaid  or  lost, 
or  something. 

Question.  Didn't  you  open  the  returns  from  Lincoln? 

Answer.  Not  for  Representatives. 

Question.  What  returns  did  you  open? 

Answer.    1  opened  the  returns  for  Representatives  from  York 
county,  and  some  from  Penobscot  county. 

Question.  Did  you  open  any  of  the  returns  from  Lincoln  county  ? 

Answer.  1  opened  the  Senatorial  returns,  I  think. 

Question.  Feel  sure? 

Answer.  Yes,  I  am  almost  sure ;  I  think  Mr.  Foster  and  I  did. 

Question.  When  those  returns  were  first  received  by  the  Secretary 
of  State,  what  was  done  with  them? 

Answer.  I  suppose  they  were  put  in  the  safe ;  that  is  the  first  I 
knew  about  them. 

Question.  Did  you  examine  the  statements  sent  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  ? 

An.sioer.  Yes. 
S2 
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Question.  As  they  came  in? 
Answer.  They  were  all  in  when  I  got  here. 
Qy£stion.  You  made  an  examination  of  the  Clerk's  returns? 
Answer,  Yes ;  I  didn't  all  over  the  State. 

Question.  Any  town  where  you  had  any  desire  to  know  what  the 
vote  was,  you  went  to  those  open  statements  ? 
An^swer.  Yes. 

By  Mb.  HALE : 

Question.  When  were  the  first  returns  opened? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  just  what  day ;  I  know  after  the  addition 
was  made  to  the  Committee  that  I  went  home,  and  Mr.  Foster  said 
to  me  or  words  to  this  effect :  "  K  you  can  trust  us  we  will  go  to 
work." 

Question.  Those  additions  were — ? 

Answer.  Foster  and  Brown. 

Question.  When  were  those  made? 

Answer.  I  think  the  thirtieth. 

Question.  Had  any  returns  been  opened  up  to  that  time  ? 

Answer.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Question.  Had  you  had  any  custody  of  them  up  to  that  time  ? 

Anstoer.  No. 

Question.  After  the  appointment  of  that  Conmiittee  how  long 
were  you  absent? 

Answer.  I  see,  by  examining  the  cash  book  at  the  Augusta 
House,  that  from  October  twenty-ninth  to  the  twenty-first  of 
December  I  was  here  nine  days.  From  the  twenty-ninth  or  tMr* 
tieth  I  was  not  here.     I  left  the  twenty-ninth  of  October. 

Question.  And  was  absent  how  long  ? 

Answer.  Till  the  third  of  November.  The  thirtieth  after  I  was 
gone,  as  it  appears,  the  addition  was  made  to  the  Committee. 

Question.  It  wasn't  made  when  you  were  here  ? 

Answer.  No ;  I  thought  that  I  was  here,  but  I  see  by  the  record 
of  the  Council  and  by  the  register  and  cash  book  I  was  not. 

By  Mr.  INGALLS  : 

Question.  When  you  came  back  what  did  you  find? 

Answer.  I  found  all  hands  at  work — that  is,  all  the  members  of 
the  Committee. 

Question.  What  returns  were  then  opened? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  what  were  opened.  I  know  I  went  to 
work  with  Mr.  Foster  opening — I  think  it  was  the  County  Officer 
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retorns  from  Penobscot  county.  Then  the  next  day,  I  believe  the 
next  morning,  we  opened  the  Representative  returns  from  York 
county. 

Qusstion.  Did  the  members  of  the  Council  work  together  or  sepa- 
rately? 

Answer.  Separately ;  Foster  and  I  worked  together  most  of  the 
time. 
Question.  What  do  you  mean  by  working  together? 
Answer.  One  read  off  the  names  of  the  town,  the  persons  voted 
for,  and  another  one  put  down  the  figures. 
Question.  How  long  were  you  at  work  in  that  way  on  the  returns  ? 
Answer.  I  don't  know  as  I  could  tell ;  I  made  out  a  biU  and  it 
gives  the  number  of  days  in  it,  and  it  would  be  on  file  somewhere  ; 
and  I  should  not  want  to  say  because  it  might  not  agree  with  that. 
Q^e8tUm.  What  members  of  the  Council  assisted  in  the  tabulation, 
opening  and  counting? 

A'nswer.  Myself,  Fogg,  Chase,  Brown  and  Foster ;  they  were  the 
Committee. 

Qwestion.  Monroe  have  anything  to  do  with  it? 
Answer.  Yes,  at  the  last  part  of  it ;  if  you  remember  where  the 
Committee  make  a  report  and  present  the  tabulation ;  I  believe  it  is 
about  the  seventeenth  of  November.  After  that  the  whole  Council 
had  a  session ;  there  was  a  session  of  the  Council  begun  then,  I 
think ;  and  then  the  Governor  came. 

Q;u^stion.  This  Committee  had  been  at  work  in  the  absence  of  the 
Council  ? 

Answer.  No ;  because  there  was  an  order  which  Captain  Chase 
introduced,  that  Foster  and  Brown  be  added  to  the  Committee,  and 
that  they  begin  at  once  to  open  and  tabulate  the  returns. 

Question.  After  the  seventeenth,  those  returns  were  in  the  hands 
of  any  member  of  the  Council  that  saw  fit  to  take  them  ? 

Answer.  They  were ;  I  considered  myself  responsible  for  them, 
till  the  twenty-first  of  November,  personally. 
Question.  Aftierthat? 

Answer.  Aiter  that  the  Governor  and  Council  and  any  member. 
Question.  Before  that  hadn't  the  members  of  the  Council  or  Com- 
mittee free  access  to  those  returns,  the  same  as  you  ? 

Answer.  The  members  of  the  Committee  had,  certainly ;  but  I 
had  the  key  to  the  safe,  or  half  of  it. 

Q;u>estion.  Have  you  any  idea  when  the  alteration  in  the  return. 
ftx)m  Buckfield  was  made? 
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Answer,  No,  I  haye  not;  I  do  not  remember  aboat  wbetlier 
that  was  on ;  I  do  not  know  that  there  was  any  alteratioa  made 
there. 

By  Mr.  HALE : 

Question.  The  case  of  Brownfield  you  mean ;  the  other  was  Buck- 
field,  which  you  do  remember? 

Answer.  No ;  I  do  not  know  whether  the  ^^BucJ^fidd"  was  down 
where  the  Selectmen's  names  are,  but  I  remember  plainly  it  was  not 
in  the  first  part  of  the  return. 

Question.  Whether  or  not  Mr.  Bisbee  stated,  in  the  presence  of 
yourself,  when  he  was  examining  the  returns,  that  the  names  of  the 
county  and  town  did  not  appear  anywhere,  excepting  on  the  filing, 
in  the  case  of  Buckfield? 

Answer.  I  remember  something  about  that ;  I  know  Mr.  Bisbee 
made  a  minute  of  it.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  made  any  minutes 
when  he  was  examining  or  not. 

By  Mr.  INGALLS  : 

Question.  Whether  it  was  stated  by  Mr.  Bisbee  that  the  name  of 
the  town  did  not  appear  anywhere'  excepting  on  the  filing? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  think  he  did. 

Question.  Whom  do  you  recollect  ever  saw  the  returns  for  Cormty 
Officers  from  Oxford  county  beside  him  ? 

Answer.  This  Clerk  of  Courts,  I  Idiink  he  said ;  somebody  intro- 
duced him  to  me. 

Question.  Did  Mr.  Wright  examine  the  county  returns? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  but  he  did. 

Question.  Did  he  examine  the  Senatorial  and  Representative  re- 
turns ? 

Answer.  Yes,  because  I  recollect  Norway ;  isn't  that  in  Oxford? 

Question.  Yes. 

Answer.  I  sat  down  with  him  and  got  through  about  half  of  tiiem ; 
I  was  called  away  for  something,  and  Mr.  Monroe  sat  down  and 
finished  with  him. 

Question.  Who,  besides  Mr.  Bisbee,  saw  the  county  returns  ? 

Answer.  It  strikes  me  that  Mr.  Kimball,  the  candidate  for  County 
Attorney  did. 

Question.  Was  that  before  or  after  Mr.  Bisbee  saw  them? 

Answer.  I  guess  it  was  afterwards,  but  I  don't  know ;  I  cannot 
remember  about  that. 


TBSTUfONT  OF  BDWABD  a  MOOBT.  501 

By  Mr.  HALE : 

Question.  Don't  you  recollect  that  Mr.  Kimball  was  here,  and  had 
access  to  the  retams,  and  examined  them  after  Mr.  Bisbee  was  here  ? 

Anstoer.  No,  I  cannot  fix  that ;  I  have  nothing  to  fix  it  by. 

Bt  Mk.  INGALLS  : 

Question.  Were  you  there  when  Mr.  Farrington  was  looking  at 
them? 

Answer,  No,  I  wasn't ;  at  least,  I  am  very  sure  I  was  not. 

Question.  Whether  you  observed  that  the  names  of  the  town  and 
county  were  missing, — ^were  not  in  the  return  of  Brownfield  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  anything  about  Brownfield. 

Br  Mr.  HALE: 

Question.  You  remember  there  was  one  other  town  besides  Buck- 
field,  but  do  not  remember  what? 

Answer.  There  was  some  other  town,  but  I  do  not  remember 
of  its  being  Brownfield. 

Bt  Mr.  INGALLS : 

Question.  What  was  the  defect  in  the  other  town  ? 

Answer.  It  strikes  me  it  was  about  the  same  defect ;  no  name  of 
the  town,  or  county,  I  think. 

Bt  Mr.  HALE : 

Question.  Where  were  the  returns  for  County  Officers  kept? 

Answer.  They  were  kept  in  a  wooden  box,  which  is  marked 
^*' County  Officers^**  in  the  Governor's  Room.  They  were  not  kept 
there  alwa3's.  When  they  came  in,  they  were  down  in  the  Secretary 
of  State's  office. 

Question.  Afterwards,  during  the  count? 

Answer.  I  think,  during  the  count,  they  were — I  will  not  be  sure 
about  that — whether  I  locked  them  up  with  the  others  up  to  the 
twenty-first,  or  not ;  I  do  not  think  we  could  get  that  box  into  the 
safe.     There  were  not  any  of  them  put  in,  in  the  box. 

By  Mb.  INGALLS : 

Question.  Did  you  examine  the  returns  for  Representatives,  from 
Gouldsborough  ? 

Answer.  I  have ;  I  think  it  was  the  Gouldsborough — the  Brag- 
don  return. 

Question.  Did  you  notice  the  erasure  at  near  the  bottom  of  the 
^'P"  or  '*B?" 
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Answer,  No ;  I  don't  think  there  is  an  erasure  there ;  it  looks 
something  like  a  thumb  mark,  or  something  like  that;  I  do  not 
think  it  has  been  scratched. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  that? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  know  something ;  I  do  not  know  who  made  it,  or 
how  it  was  made. 

Question.  Eyer  hear  anything  said  about  it,  in  the  Council? 

Answer.  Some  remarks  made  about  it. 

Question.  What  were  they  ? 

Answer.  When  we  were  going  over,  verifying,  to  see  if  we  had 
got  the  Docket  made  correctl}^  we  followed  down  closely  through 
and  compared  to  be  sure  it  was  right ;  I  then  noticed  this  return ;  I 
went  in  and  showed  it  to  the  Governor,  and  called  his  attention  to 
it ;  I  asked  him  if  he  called  that  a  "  B"  or  "  P?"  or  something  to 
that  effect.  He  says,  "  It  is  a  B ;  can't  you  tell  a  B  from  a  P?**  or 
vice  versa;  I  wiU  not  be  sure  which  letter  came  first — ^B  or  P — ^but  it 
was  one  way  or  the  other. 

Question.  Hasn't  the  bottom  part  of  that  ^'B"  been  evidently 
erased  ?  have  you  looked  at  it  with  care  ? 

Ansv}er.  I  don't  think  that  I  looked  at  it  through  the  glass. 

By  Mr.  HALE : 

Question.  Didn't  the  Governor  spend  considerable  time  on  some 
of  these  returns  himself? 

Answer.  Yes ;  he  did  at  the  last  week  or  so. 

Question.  Didn't  he  spend  a  good  deal  of  time  on  Washington 
count}'  returns  ? 

Answer.  That  last  tabulation  or  figuring  up  he  made  himself,  in 
his  room. 

Question.  Alone,  or  who  was  with  him  ? 

Answer.  He  was  alone,  I  guess,  a  good  deal  of  the  time ;  I  think 
he  went  through  that,  every  town,  very  carefully. 

Question.  Anybody  with  him  ? 

Answer.  No,  not  when  he  figured.  He  had  the  tabulations  from 
which  this  one  was  made  and  the  returns,  and  he  examined  and 
figured  himself.  He  apparently  wanted  to  be  sure  that  eveiything 
was  right. 

By  Mr.  HARRIS : 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  changes  he  made  in  the  tabulatdons 
he  took? 
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Answer.  No.  He  might  have  discovered  some  errors  for  aught  I 
know. 

Question.  You  don't  know  that  he  did  ? 

Answer.  No,  not  certainly. 

Question.  Do  you  think  he  did? 

Answer.  No,  I  don't  know  that  I  could  say  I  do.  I  know  that  he 
was  very  particular  about  it.  In  fact,  I  know  I  stated  so  to  the 
editor  of  the  "Boston  Globe,"  and  I  should  not  state  anything 
different  about  it. 

By  Mr.  COOK : 

Question.  You  say  in  your  final  going  over  to  verify  you  took  each 
return? 

Answer.  Yes,  and  followed  each  man's  hame  all  through. 

Question.  Was  that  before  the  whole  CouncU  or  whole  Committee, 
when  you  took  each  return  up  so  to  verify  to  see  you  had  your  last 
Docket  all  correct ;  did  you  go  through  one  at  a  time  to  be  sure 
everything  was  all  right? 

Anmoer.  Each  name,  yes. 

Question.  When  you  came  to  Bristol  and  found  that  mistake,  and 
came  to  Farmington  and  found  the  same  mistake,  how  did  you 
reconcile  the  two— throw  out  one  and  count  the  other  ? 

Ansioer.  I  do  not  know.     That  would  be  rather  a  hard  question. 

Question.  Nothing  said  about  it  at  all  ? 

Answer.  No,  I  don't  know  that  I  do,  anything  particular. 

By  Mr.  LORD : 

Question.  Who  went  through  to  make  this  examination  at  that 
time — ^what  members  of  the  Council  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  what  particular  ones  there  were.  We  sat 
there  together.  We  put  a  table  inside  the  circle,  between  the  desks 
and  the  Governor's  Chair,  and  had  clerks  there. 

By  Mr.  HALE : 

Questi07i.  What  time  did  you  go  off  on  the  journey  to  Bristol 
when  you  stopped  at  Wiscasset  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  My  bill  will  show  when  I  visited  the 
Prison. 

Question.  What  time  do  you  think  it  was  ? 

Answer.  I  guess  it  must  have  been  about  the  sixteenth  or 
seventeenth. 

Question.  November? 

Answer.  Yes,  I  think  so. 
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By  Mr.  INGALLS: 

Question,  That  is  about  the  time  the  Committee  were  here? 

Answer.  I  think  so ;  I  should  say  it  was  somewhere  between  the 
fourteenth  and  fifteenth. 

Question.  Didn't  you  ever  hear  there  was  any  trouble  about  the 
Bepresentative  return  from  Bristol  ? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  I  have  heard  there  was. 

Question.  What  was  it? 

Answer.  I  never  knew  it,  and  never  saw  it. 

Question.  You  heard  there  was  trouble  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  there  was  some  trouble,  but  never  saw  the  return 
in  my  life. 

Question.  What  efforts'were  made  to  correct  the  return  for  Bep- 
resentative from  Bristol? 

Answer.  I  think  there  was  some  made. 

Question.  Was  a  blank  return  sent  down  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  think  there  was  any  sent  down. 

Question.  What  were  the  efforts  made  to  correct  that? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  what  the  defect  was  in  the  return,  for  I 
never  saw  it  in  my  life. 

Question.  You  simply  heard  it  spoken  of  as  having  some  trouble 
about  it? 

Answer.  I  heard  it  hinted  there  was. 

Br  Mr.  LORD : 

Question.  Ever-  have  any  correspondence  with  anybody  in  con- 
nection with  it? 

A7i9wej\  I  don't  know  that  I  ever  wrote  anybody  at  all ;  I  am  not 
in  the  habit  of  writing  about  such  things.  If  I  had  ever  seen  it  I 
should  say  so. 

Question.  What  idea  have  you  about  obtaining  the  figures  to  tab- 
ulate Bristol  from  ? 

Answer.  I  think  some  member  of  the  Committee — I  don't  know 
just  who— -they  might  have  got  together  on  an  original,  tabulation 
before  I  got  down ;  but  I  do  not  remember  anything  about  it.  It  is 
evident  there  were  some  figures. 

Question.  When  were  you  appointed  to  the  Committee  on  Elec- 
tions? 

Answer.  A  few  days  after  the  organization  of  the  State  govern- 
ment. 
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Question,  When  did  you  receive  the  returns  ?  when  did  they  come 
into  your  hands  ? 

Arutwer.  October  thirtieth.  I  did  not  receive  them  then.  That 
was  the  vote,  but  they  were  not  carried  up  stairs. 

Question.  None  of  them  had  been  opened  at  that  time? 

Answer.  I  don't  suppose  they  had. 

.  By  Mb.  HARRIS  : 

Question.  Were  any  of  them  open  when  you  received  them? 
Answer.  The  others  of  the  Committee  took  them  and  went  to 
work  after  I  had  gone  home.     As  I  said,  Mr.  Foster  said  if  I  could 
trust  them,  they  would  go  to  work,  or  to  that  effect. 

By  Mr.  COOK : 

Question.  You  say  you  remember,  particularly,  of  going  over 
them  the  last  time  and  discovering  the  error  in  Bragdon.  When 
you  came  to  Bristol,  what  was  said  about  that?  you  had  no  return, 
and  didn't  know  whether  you  had  it  right  or  wrong? 

Answer.  It  was  brought  up,  and  something  was  said  about  that 
the  return  was  gone. 

Question.  You  don't  know  whether  it  was  right  or  not? 

Answer.  No ;  I  never  saw  the  return  in  my  life. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  have  any  correspondence  with  anybody 
about  changing  the  complexion  of  the  Legislature  by  the  tabulations  ? 

Answer.  No. 

By  Mr.  HARRIS : 

Question.  Did  you  tabulate  Bristol  in  the  other  tabulation,  when 
the  returns  were  opened  ? 
Answer.  No. 
Question.  Who  did? 
Ansioer.  I  don't  know. 

By  Mr.  HAWES  : 

Qnestion.  You  heard  Mr.  Heath  testify  last  night? 
Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Was  it  correct,  so  far  as  you  know  ? 
Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  In  all  particulars? 
Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  You  were  present  in  the  Council  Chamber  when  he 
heard  the  remark  madebyGovernorGarceloa,  about  the  two' returns 
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from  Jonesboroagh,  when  he  made  Mb  argument  before  the  GtOt- 
ernor? 

Answer.  I  was  when  he  asked  him  what  he  would  do  with  two  re- 
turns, which  one  he  would  count,  or  something  like  that ;  I  remem- 
ber that. 

By  Mr.  HALE : 

Question.  Remember  about  Governor  Garcelon  interrupting  him 
when  he  was  discussing  the  Jonesborough  case  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  as  I  remember  particularly  about  that  part 
of  it,  but  it  was  when  he  was  arguing  Washington  county  cases ;  I 
don't  think  he  had  argued  anything  excepting  Washington. 

Bt  Mr.  HAWES  :  ^ 

Question.  So  far  as  you  know,  all  that  testimony  was  perfectly 
correct? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  I  heard  it  all.  I  was  interested  to  hear  what  he 
said,  for  I  always  said  I  thought  he  would  corroborate  my  statement 
about  that  being  the  paper  I  wrote  ;  I  don't  know  of  anything  he 
said,  excepting  about  the  "Jackson  look," — I  don't  think  I  should 
coincide  with  that. 

By  Mr.  COOK : 

Question.  Haven't  you  anything  more  in  this  matter  you  can  tell 
this  Committee? 

Answer.  No ;  I  have  the  desire  to  tell  the  truth.  I  never  was  om 
the  stand  but  once  in  my  life,  and  that  was  the  Benson  matter. 

By  Mr.  HALE : 

Question.  Have  you  told  us  ever}iihing  we  ought  to  know,  and 
that  you  ought  to  tell,  in  the  cause  of  truth,  about  this  whole  matter? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  think  so. 

Question.  Is  there  anything  in  3'our  mind  you  think  we  ought  to 
know,  that  you  have  not  told,  simply  because  we  did  not  direct  your 
attention?  it  is  a  varied  field,  and  we  can't  touch  all  the  little  hillocks 
and  undulations  in  it? 

An.swer.  I  do  not  think  of  anything. 

By  Mr.  INGALLS  : 

Question.  You  say  you  do  not  know  of  any  blank  returns  being 
sent  to  anybody  ? 

Answer.  I  carried  that  one;  that  is  all  that  I  know  anything 
about ;  I  don't  believe — ^in  fact  I  know — ^there  is  no  other  member 
of  the  Council  that  knew  that,  either. 


I 
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Question,  Did  you  have  any  talk  with  the  Secretary  about  sending 
out  any  blanks  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question,  Did  you  know  of  his  receiving  any  returns  for  some 
considerable  time  after  the  election  ? 

Answer.  They  said  there  was.  a  return ;  I  did  not  see  it ;  Mr. 
Gallagher  told  me  of  it ;  I  don't  know  but  he  said  it  came  that  day 
— Samuel  Gallagher,  the  Pension  Agent. 

Question.  Was  that  the  only  one  you  ever  heard  coming  to  the 
Secretary's  office  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  HARRIS : 

Question.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Drisko  here,  at  any  time? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  him. 

Question.  Were  not  introduced  to  him  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Don't  know  that  he  was  here  ? 

Answer.  No ;  I  never  saw  him,  that  I  know  of,  in  my  life. 

Edward  C.  Moody,  Feb.  20, 1880. — Evening. 

By  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Question.  I  place  in  your  hand  paper  marked  ''^Exhibit  J,  G.  D. 
B.y  Clerk  of  Committee,**  and  ask  you  to  state  what  it  is,  and  what 
office  it  performed  in  the  counting  of  votes  for  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentatives and  County  Officers  at  the  late  election  ? 

Answer.  This  is  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Council  as 
to  who  were  elected  County  Officers  at  the  September  election. 

Question.  In  whose  hand  writing  is  it,  if  you  know,  and  by  whom 
IS  it  signed  ? 

Ajiswer.  It  is,  I  think,  Mark  Harden's  writing,  and  it  is  signed 
by  myself  as  chairman  of  the  Committee. 

Question.  Was  that  a  paper  used  in  the  counting  of  the  votes  ? 

Answer.  This  is  the  Report  made  up  from  tabulations. 

Question.  1  place  in  your  hand  paper  marked  '•^Exhibit  K,  G.  D. 
B. ,  Clerk  of  Committee,**  and  ask  you  to  state  what  the  paper  is, 
and  what  it  had  to  do  with  the  return  of  the  votes  contained  therein  ? 

Answer.  This  is  a  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Council  on 
Election  Returns,  showing  who  appeared  to  be  elected  Representa- 
tives to  the  Legislature. 

Question.  In  whose  hand  writing  is  it  and  by  whom  signed? 
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Answer.  I  think  it  is  in  Harden's  hand  writing,  and  it  is  signed 
by  myself  as  chairman. 

Question.  I  ask  3*ou  the  same  question  in  relation  to  "Exhibii  L, 
O.  D.  B.,  Clerk  of  Oommitiee^*'  now  shown  you? 

Answer,  This  is  an  original  draft,  I  should  saj^  of  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  on  Election  Returns,  showing  who  were  elected  Rep- 
resentatives. It  is  not  an  attested  paper ;  it  is  not  signed ;  it  is  a 
paper  from  which  the  final  i-eport  was  copied,  I  should  say. 

Question.  I  call  your  attention  to  ^^ Exhibit  My  G.  D.  B.,  Clerk  of 
Committee^'*  now  shown  you,  and  ask  the  same  question. 

Answer.  This  appears  to  be  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on 
Election  Returns,  showing  who  appeared  to  be  elected  as  Senators. 

Question.  By  whom  was  it  written,  and  by  whom  signed? 

Answer.  I  think  it  is  the  same  writing,  of  Mr.  Harden,  and  it  is 
signed  by  myself. 

Question.  Please  examine  the  papers  shown  you  under  the  head 
of  ''Exhibit  N,  G.  D.  B.,  Clerk  of  Committee;''  and  state  their 
nature  ? 

Answer.  I  should  want  to  look  this  over ;  I  do  not  remember  any- 
thing about  this.  [Witness  looks  through  the  papers.]  I  have  not 
examined  them  perhaps  as  freely  as  I  ought  to.  This  is  the  first 
time  I  think  I  have  seen  it.  It  seems  to  be  a  setting  forth  of  the 
reasons  why  certain  results  were  arrived  at ;  that  is  what  I  judge. 

Question.  By  whom  is  it  signed? 

Answer.  Signed  by  *'  S.  S.  Brown  for  the  chairman." 

Question.  State  whether  or  not  you  had  the  original  tabulation  of 
the  votes  in  your  possession,  and,  if  you  answer  in  the  affirmative, 
state  what  has  become  of  it  so  far  as  you  know  ? 

Answer.  I  did  have  them ;  I  carried  them  home. 

Question.  State  what  they  were? 

Answer.  It  was  made  out  on  just  such  a  blank  as  the  Docket 
which  you  have  had  here  to-day. 

Question.  What  did  that  contain  ? 

Answer.  It  contained  the  name  of  every  person  voted  for,  the 
number  of  votes  that  he  received,  and  it  showed  the  reasons  why 
towns  were  thrown  out ;  it  showed  the  whole — showed  everything. 

Question.  That  was  the  original  draft  of  the  tabulation  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  that  was  the  memorandum,  so  to  speak. 

Question.  Did  you  bring  that  here  to  Augusta? 

Answer.  I  did. 
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Question.  Where  was  it? 

Answer.  In  my  valise. 

Question .  In  yoar  xoom  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  How  many  persons  had  knowledge  where  it  was? 

Answer.  Only  two  to  m}'  knowledge. 

Question.  Who  were  they  ? 

Answer.  Colonel  Nye  and  Mr.  Benson. 

Question.  What  Benson  ? 

Answer.  Young  John,  called  "  Colonel." 

Question.  Were  they  abstracted  fVom  your  valise  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  You  mean  Frank  Nye,  of  the  Adjutant  General's  office? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  You  have  never  seen  them  since  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Whether  or  not  they  would  afford  yon  assistance  in  giv- 
ing information  to  the  Committee  in  relation  to  these  matters  ? 

Answer.  I  will  say  to  you,  in  answer  to  that,  as  I  said  to  the 
Governor  in  a  letter  I  wrote  him,  that  I  wish  every  man  in  the  State 
could  see  them. 

Question.  You  haven't  seen  them  since  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Examine  paper  marked  ^^  Exhibit  0,  G.  D.  B.,  Clerk  of 
Committee,'*  and  state  what  it  is  ? 

Answer.  That*  is  a  report  of  Committee  on  Election  Returns  in 
the  case  of  Byron  D.  Verrill,  of  Portland. 

Question.  By  whom  signed? 

Answer.  Signed  by  *'  J&.  C.  Moody,  F.  M.  Fogg  and  Charles  H. 
Chase:' 


March  12,  1880,    A.  M. 
Alonzo  Garcblon,  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  HALE : 

Question.  Residence? 
Answer.  Lewiston. 

Question.  You  were  Governor  of  Maine  during  the  year  eighteen 
hundred  and  seventy-nine? 

Answer.  That  is  what  I  believe  was  generally  conceded. 
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Question,  Your  term  of  office  commencing?. 

Answer.  The  first  Wednesday  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and 
seventy-nine ;  closing  the  first  Wednesday  in  January,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  eighty  ;  as  I  understand  the  Constitution. 

Question,  During  the  year,  were  you  more  or  less,  called  by  the 
duties  of  3'our  office,  to  Augusta? 

Answer.  I  Was. 

Question.  What  was  your  practice  with  reference  to  being  present 
at  the  sessions  of  the  Executive  Council  ? 

Answer.  Generally,  I  calculated  to  be  present,  but  of  course  there 
were  times  when  I  could  not  be  present,  and  they  had  sessions  that 
were  held  during  my  absence. 

Question.  About  how  often  were  the  sessions  of  the  Council  held, 
generally  speaking,  through  the  3'ear  ? 

Answer.  They  were  calculated  to  be  about  once  a  month ;  I  cannot 
say  positive ;  the  record  will  show. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  at  what  time,  alter  the  annual  Sep- 
tember election,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  the  Council  first 
met? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  The  Council  Blotter  will  show  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  Council 
after  thie  September  election  ? 

Answer.  I  presume  so ;  I  cannot  say  positive. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  whether  or  not  at  that  time  it  bad 
generally  been  stated  in  the  public  press  that  the  Republicans  had 
carried  the  State  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  as  to  that  particular  time,  although  there 
was  talk  in  the  Republican  papers,  and  perhaps  in  others  ;  I  never 
took  much  interest,  or  made  much  inquiry,  in  regard  to  the  matter. 

Question.  Did  you  not  j'ourself  suppose,  from  what  you  gathere<i 
fh>m  the  newspapers,  as  everybody'  else  did,  for  some  days  after  the 
election,  that  the  Republicans  had  carried  the  Legislature  ? 

An^swer.  I  think  that  was  announced  in  the  telegraph  dispatches ; 
but  what  reliance  was  to  be  placed  upon  them — I  have  never  formed 
any  opinion. 

Question.  Was  it  not  generally  accepted  as  intelligence  at  that 
time,  that  the  Republicans  had  carried  the  Legislature  ? 

Answer,  I  think  there  was  a  general  impression  of  that  kind;  but 


TESTIMONY  OF  ALONZO  GARCBLON.  511 

I  did  not  take  much  interest  in  the  matter,  because  I  knew  how  un- 
reliable the  dispatches  and  statements  might  be.  So  far  as  having 
any  particular  interest  in  the  matter,  I  had  not,  and  therefore  did 
not  pay  much  attention. 

Question.  You  were  a  candidate  at  that  election  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Of  the  Democratic  party? 

Answer.  Yes,  without  any  expectation,  or  hope,  or  thought,  of 
being  elected. 

Question.  I  find  by  reference  to  the  Council  Blotter,  that  a  session 
of  the  Council  was  holden  on  September  ten,  eighteen  hundred  and 
seventy-nine,  and  the  session  continued  till  Saturday,  September 
thirteenth,  when  an  adjournment  was  had  till  October  sixth  at  four 
o'clock.  Do  you  now  recollect  whether  you  were  present  at  this 
September  meeting  of  the  Council? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  anything  about  it. 
Question.  Is  there  any  way  in  which  you  could  establish  your 
reoollection  ? 

Ansioer.  I  presume  if  I  was  present  my  name  will  be  on  the  Reg- 
ister at  the  Augusta  House. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  it  was  customary  to  record  the 
presence  of  the  Grovemor  in  the  minutes  of  the  Council,  in  the 
Council  Blotter? 

Answer.  I  think  so ;  but  still  I  never  looked  at  that  point. 
Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  October  session? 
Answer.  What  time  was  that  ?  I  should  judge  I  was  but  am  not 
quite  sure. 

Question.  I  find  in  the  Blotter :  "  October  7,  1879.  Council  in 
session.  Present:  the  Oovemor,  Councillors  Foster,  Chase j  Brown, 
Monroe,  Moody  and  Parker.'*  Do  you  now  recall  your  being  present 
at  that  session  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  about  it,  but  the  record  will  show 
exactly. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  whether  or  not  you  continued  with 
the  Council  through  the  October  session? 

Answer.  I  frequently,  after  the  important  business  was  transacted, 
left,  and  left  the  Council  in  session ;  whether  I  did  so  at  that  time  I 
cannot  say ;  I  presume  the  Blotter  or  Register  will  show. 

Question.  The  Blotter  shows  that  you  continued  present  till  Octo- 
ber ninths  when  an  adjournment  took  place  to  October  twenty- 
seventh  ;  is  that  undoubtedly  the  fact? 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  at  that  meeting  I  remember  distinctly  d 
being  present. 

QwestUm.  At  the  meeting  of  October  twenty-eighth,  eighteen 
hundred  and  seventy-nine,  you  remember  distinctly  of  being  present? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  remember  distinctly,  from  certain  transac- 
tions, that  I  was  present  at  that  time. 

Qiiestion.  When  are  the  Committees  of  the  Council  made  up  for 
the  year? 

Answer.  At  the  early  part  of  the  year ;  the  first  or  second  session 
of  Uie  Council ;  I  thmk  the  first  session,  probably ;  the  record  will 
show  that  fact, — January  or  February^  sure. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  who  were  the  original  Committee  of 
the  Council,  on  Election  Returns,  as  made  up  in  the  eaily  part  of 
the  year? 

Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  State? 

Answer.  Moody,  Chase  and  Fogg,  were  the  Committee  on  Elec- 
tion Returns. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  whether  or  not  any  change  was  made 
in  that  Committee  at  the  late  October  session  of  the  Governor  and 
Council  ? 

Anstver.  I  think  it  was  at  that  session,  there  were  two  gentiemen 
added  to  the  Committee. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  who  they  were? 

An^swer.  Foster  and  Brown. 

Question.  Making  it  then  consist  of  a  Committee  of  ^ye  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  customary  Committee  being  one  of  three  ? 

Afiswer.  Yes. 

Question.  Do  you  know  when  the  Committee  on  Election  Retoms 
first  proceeded  to  examine  and  tabulate  them? 

Answer.  They  were  ordered,  at  that  October  meeting,  to  proceed 
to  the  duty  of  tabulating  the  returns ;  I  do  not  know  what  date,  but 
I  think  not  till  the  latter  part ;  the  record  will  show. 

Question.  Was  that  order,  whenever  it  was  during  the  sessioD, 
approved  by  you  ? 

Answer,  It  was ;  that  is,  if  it  was  not  formally,  it  was  in  accord- 
ance with  my  views ;  and  I  presume  it  was  so  approved. 

Question.  Was  that  examination  by  the  Conunittee  on  Election 
Returns,  after  being  ordered  and  approved  by  joa)  in  any  way  c^gkoo 
to  the  public,  or  was  it  private  ? 


TESTIMOHY  OF  ALOKZO  GAEOBLON.  513 

Anstjoer,  I  do  not  know ;  I  presume  in  private ;  I  know  nothing 
of  it ;  I  left  Aogasta  immediately  after  adjournment— or,  perhaps, 
before  adjournment  of  the  CouncQ — and  did  not  return  again  until 
the  seventeenth  of  November ;  so,  I  have  no  knowledge  of  anything 
of  the  kind. 

Qitestion,  Up  to  that  time,  had  you  examined  any  of  the  returns 
of  the  election  from  the  different  cities,  towns  and  plantations  in 
the  State  ? 

Ariswer.  I  never  had  seen  even  the  outside  of  an  envelope,  or  a 
return. 

Question.  Where  were  they  deposited,  where  kept? 
Answer.  I  suppose  in  the  safe  in  the  Secretary's  office,  so  far  as 
I  have  any  knowledge ;  indeed.  I  have  no  knowledge,  personally,  of ' 
the  matter;  it  is  always  understood  that  was  the  place  of  deposit,., 
and  I  presume  they  were  kept  there. 

Question.  Were  you  present  when  the  returns  were  placed  before , 
the  Committee  on  Election  Returns  ? 
Answer.  I  was  not. 

Question.  Did  3^ou  witness  the  opening  of  the  returns  by  tlie  Com- 
znittee  on  Election  Returns,  when  they  proceeded  to  examine  and ' 
tabulate  ? 
Ansioer.  I  did  not. 

Q^sstion.  Was  that  done  after  your  leaving  Augusta,  so  far  as . 
your  recollection  extends  ? 

An^tcer.  So  far  as  I  know ;  I  know  nothing,  but  presume  and : 
have  reason  to  believe,  it  must  have  been. 

Question.  Before  the  order  of  the  Council  increasing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Election  Returns  from  three  to  five,  had  you  any  know- 
ledge of  that  movement? 

Answer.  I  had  not ;  that  is,  I  am  rather  inclined  to  think  it  was 
my  own  suggestion. 

Question.  You  think  it  was  at  your  suggestion  that  the  Committee  > 
on  Election  Returns  had  two  members  added  to  it? 
Answer.  I  think  it  was. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  that  Mr.  Moody,  the  chairman  of  * 
the  Conmcdttee,  as  then  constituted,  objected  to  the  unusual  change?. 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  that  he  objected  to  it  at  all. 
Qujestion.  What  is  your  recollection  ? 

Answer*  I  have  no  recollection ;  I  simply  have  an  impression.. 
Question.  Give  that. 

83 


514  ALTERED  BLECTIOIT  RBTURH8. 

Answer.  Simply  an  impression  I  got — ^I  do  not  know  as  it  was 
justifiable — ^that  the  addition  was  not  pleasing  to  Mr.  Moody ;  I  have 
no  knowledge,  but  got  the  impression  it  might  be  so. 

Question.  Had  you,  at  that  time,  examined  any  return? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  had  never  seen  one. 

Question.  Did  you  at  that  time,  know  that  any  one  had  examined 
the  returns? 

Ansioer.  No ;  I  supposed  that  no  person  had  ever  seen  them. 

Question.  So  &r  as  you  knew,  the  returns  were  in  the  ordinary 
condition  of  returns  ? 

Ansioer.  In  the  ordinary  condition. 

Qaestion.  Then  wh}'  did  you  suggest,  if  you  had  never  examined 
and  had  no  knowledge  or  intimation  as  to  the  returns,  the  nnuseal 
proceeding  of  adding  two  members  to  the  Election  Committee  ? 

Answer.  It  was  for  the  purpose  that  those  returns  mi^:it  be  tabu- 
lated correctly,  and  that  there  should  be  no  mistake  about  it.  You 
are  well  aware  that  the  result  of  the  eleetion  was  very  close,  and  there 
was  a  good  deal  of  talk  in  the  papers  one  way  and  another,  and  it 
was  deemed  desirable,  at  least  I  did,  that  the  thing  should  be  done 
square  and  honest  and  fair ;  and  I  thought  it  would  be  better  to  have 
the  Committee  enlarged.  You  understand,  when  I  appointed  these 
Committees  I  was  an  utter  stranger  to  these  gentlemen ;  I  never  had 
seen  but  one  of  them,  to  my  knowledge,  in  my  lif^,  and  that  one 
•only  once  prior  to  my  coming  into  the  Councfl  Chamber;  and,  in 
•making  my  appointments,  I  had  to  do  it  under  the  circumstances  in 
.which  I  was  surrounded. 

Question.  Had  you  ever  known  before,  after  any  election,  of  the 
vOommittee  being  increased  from  the  usual  number? 

Answer.  No ;  I  never  thought  of  the  thing. 

Question.  Had  you  access  to  the  Blotter  and  proceedings  for  tiie 
.previous  years  ? 

Answer.  I  never  looked  at  them. 

Question.  Had  you  access  to  them  ? 

Answer.  I  presume  so ;  I  never  asked  for  them. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  that 'any  preceding  year,  when  the 
^election  was  very  close,  and  when  there  were  three  candidates,  as  in 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy  nine,  that  any  change  was 
made  in  the  Committee  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  the  matter;  I  never 
thought  of  the  matter. 


TBtfTUfOlTT  OF  AIOKZO  6ARGBL0N.  5X5 

Qu£8H<m.  Then  what  reason  bad  jou  for  belieying  that  the  old 
Connmittee,  oonnstbig  of  Moody,  Chase  and  ¥ogg^  was  not  compe^ 
tent  to  attend  to  the  duties  of  the  Election  Retoms  Cknnmittee? 
Anmver.  I  did  not  say  they  were  not  competent^ 
Que^ion,  What  reason  had  you  then,  for  adding,  in  that  onnsaal 
mamier,  two  gentlemen  to  the  Comimttee,  when,  as  you  have  stated, 
it  was  your  inpresfiion  that  was  not  a^eeable  to  the  chairman? 

Arunver,  I,  of  course,  did  not  know  whether  it  was  agreeable  or 
not,  till  afterwards,  and,  indeed,  I  do  not  know  much  now,  about 
that ;  I  only  say,  that  was  an  im|Mression.  The  reason  was,  that 
the  public  might  have  more  confidence  in  a  larger  Comnuttee,  and  in 
men  who  are  better  known  iikthe  State  than:  the  younger  members  of 
the  BcMird.  Mr.  Foster  was  an  old  gentikeann,  had  been  President 
of  the  Senate,  and  his  dtaracter  was  well  known  by  everybody ;  and 
Mr.  Bvown  was  a  lawyer,  in  reputable  standing,  and  I  thought  it 
wonld  be  bettor. 

Question.  Having  no  knowledge  of  the  condition  of  the  returns^ 
did  yon  know  of  any  reason  why  an  adddtional  nmnber  should  be 
added  to  the  Committee  at  that  time,  in  order  to  give  the  pubMc  con- 
fidence ? 

Anstoer.  No,  sir ;  only  the  general  impression  that  these  yonng 
men  weie  not  as  reMable,  perhaps. 

Qua^ion.  A  general  iaipressiM!^  that  the  Committee,  as  made  up, 
consisting  of  these  young  men,  was  not  as  reliable  and  acceptaUe 
as  fMer  metk? 
Answer.  That  is  it. 

Quesium.  Why  was  not  the  proposition  made  to  change  the  Com- 
mittee, and  substitute  other  gentlemen,  and  still  leave  the  Committee 
the  usual  number? 

Answer.  Perhaps  it  was  an  error  of  judgment  on  my  part ;  I  sup- 
posed tkat  the  five  gentlemen  could  do  this  work  quite  as  effectually ; 
I  did  not  take  into  consideration  any  particular  reason  in  regard  to 
the  matter. 

Question.    You  thought,  in  short,  it  would  be  better  that  five 
members  of  the  Council  out  of  the  seven  should  constitute  that 
Comnyttee  and  take  the  responsibility,  rather  than  three  ? 
A^nswer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuesMon,  Was  not  that  the  upshot  of  it? 

An^oer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  considered  that  reason  in  my  mind ; 
I  have  already  stated  the  particular  reason  which  caused  me  to  make 
the  suggestion,  and  it  was  adopted. 
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Question.  Didn't  you  really,  feel  that  the  work  and  burden  and 
responsibility  that  was  to  fall  upon  that  Committee  in  their  examina- 
tion, had  better  be  borne  by  five  members  of  the  Council  than  three? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  that  ever  entered  my  mind,  as  to  any 
responsibility  about  it. 

Question.  Had  there  been  any  indication  of  any  incompleteness 
or  incapacity  on  the  part  of  the  gentlemen  first  composing  that  Com- 
mittee? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  They  were  bright,  capable,  competent  men? 

Answer.  Precisely. 

Question.  Then,  what  reason  was  there,  if  you  can  give  it  in  look- 
ing back  into  your  memory,  why,  with  the  qualifications  they  pos- 
sessed, two  more  men  should  have  been  added? 

Answer.  I  have  already  stated  that  in  my  judgment  it  would  be 
more  satisfactory  to  the  public,  and  inspire  more  confidence  to  the 
public. 

Question.  You  had  not  seen  a  return  at  that  time? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Knew  of  nobody  that  had? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  Mr.  Moody  make  considerable  expostulation? 

Answer.  Not  at  all ;  I  do  not  know  but  the  impression  I  had,  was 
entirely  erroneous.  > 

Question.  How  long  were  you  here  after  that  change  was  made  in 
the  Committee? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say ;  I  do  not  recollect  at  what  tune  in  the  ses- 
sion that  change  was  made ;  the  record  will  show. 

Question.  The  next  meeting  was  when? 

Answer.  November  seventeenth. 

Question.  From  the  time  of  the  adjournment  of  the  late  October 
meeting,  on  the  day  when  this  addition  was  made  to  the  Committee, 
up  to  the  meeting  of  November  seventeenth,  where  were  you? 

Anstoer.  At  home,  in  Lewiston. 

Question.  In  what  engaged? 

Answer.  In  changing  my  residence,  and  moving  my  ofl9ce  from 
my  private  residence  to  a  new  office. 

Question.  During  that  time,  the  Committee  on  Election  Returns 
were  engaged  in  examining  and  tabulating  the  returns — getting 
ready  for  report? 
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Answer.  I  supposed  so ;  I  knew  nothing  about  it. 

QueaHon.  The  object  of  the  addition  to  the  Committee  was  that 
they  should  at  once  proceed  to  work  in  examining  and  tabulating  the 
returns? 

Answer,  That  was  the  object. 

Question.  The  expectation  was  that  they  would  report  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  ConncO,  or  soon  after? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  As  is  customary  ? 

9 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  During  that  time  you  were  at  home,  in  Lewiston? 
Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  What  communication  had  3'ou  with  any  members  of  the 
Council  during  that  time? 
Ansioer.  None  at  all. 

Question.  Had  you  any  correspondence  with  them  ? 
Answer.  None  at  all,  to  my  recollection. 
Question.  Had  you  any  letters,  or  dispatches  ? 
Answer.  None  that  I  know  of,  or  remember. 
Question.  Did  you  make  any  communication  to  them  ? 
Anstoer.  None  at  all. 

Question.  You,  of  course,  were  in  the  habit,  during  that  time,  of 
reading  newspapers? 

Answer.  Not  much ;  I  was  very  busy ;  I  hardly  took  a  newspaper 
in  my  hand. 

Question.  Did  you  not  know  that,  during  that  time,  considerable 
feeling  was  getting  up  throughout  the  State,  over  reports  that  mem- 
bers, who  claimed  to  be  elected,  were  to  be  counted  out? 
Answer.  I  never  heard  of  such  a  thing. 

Question.  Did  you  not  learn  that,  from  October  thirty-first  to 

November  seventeenth? 

Answer.  No,  not  till  the  morning  of  the  seventeenth  of  November. 

Question.  Do  you  say  that,  up  to  November  seventeenth,  you 

had  no  knowledge  or  .information  of  any  public  interest  growing  out 

of  the  fears  that  men  were  to  be  counted  out? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  of  such  a  thought  or  thing  from  anybody, 
so  far  as  I  know ;  that  is,  so  far  as  I  have  any  recollection,  and  I 
believe  that  to  be  the  fact. 

Question.  Up  to  the  seventeenth  of  November,  you  state? 
Answer.  I  do. 
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Question.  Do  you  remember  of  being  at  t^e  meeting  of  the  Fair 
of  the  State  Agricultural  Society? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  of  visiting  the  Reform  School? 

AnsTver,  Yes. 

Question,  Was  not  that  previous  to  November  seventeenth  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  what  time  it  was. 

Question,  Think  a  moment,  and  see  if  you  do  not  recollect  it  must 
have  been  previous  to  November  seventeenth? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say ;  I  have  no  means  of  recollecting  it  as  I 
know  of;  I  remember  tbe  fact  of  being  at  the  Refonn  School  daring 
the  fall ;  I  think  I  was  not  at  the  State  Fair  till  some  time  afterwards. 

Qtiestion.  Were  you  present  at  the  State  Fair? 

Answer.  I  think  so,  one  day. 

Question,  That  was  in  October? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question,  Do  you  not  remember,  that  at  one  or  both  of  those  visits 
the  question  was  considerably  talked,  and  fears  expressed  that  the 
Council  were  going  to  count  out  men  ? 

Answer.  No ;  I  do  not  remember  any  such  thing.  If  I  heard 
any  such  thing,  it  was  like  the  idle  wind,  that  went  into  one  ear  and 
out  of  the*other ;  I  did  not  believe  or  entertain  such  a  thought. 

Question,  Do  you  know  Wildes  P.  Walker? 

Answer,  I  do. 

Question.  Recall  to  mind  and  see  if  you  do  not  remember  yon  had 
a  talk  with  him  about  this  very  matter  of  the  danger  of  the  Coancil's 
counting  out  elected  Members  and  Senators  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  declare  you  did  not? 

Answer.  I  have  no  remembrance  of  anything  of  the  kind ;  no  re- 
membrance of  Kay  such  conversation  with  anybody ;  I  am  very  sare 
if  an3'body  had  made  such  a  suggestion  to  me  it  was  entirely  con- 
trary to  anything  I  knew  or  believed. 

Question.  The  question  now  is,  whether  you  had  any  information 
as  to  the  matter  being  one  of  public  interest ;  that  there  was  public 
solicitude  upon  the  subject  before  you  went  down  to  Augusta  on 
November  seventeenth  ? 

Answer,  I  knew  there  was  some  talk  about  this,  that  and  the 
other,  in  the  papers,  but  I  paid  no  attention  to  it  and  made  no  minute 
of  it ;  at  least  took  no  cognizance  of  it. 
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Question.  Then  you  do  remember,  from  public  and  private  talk, 
and  from  the  newspapers  about  ^^  this,  that  and  the  other,''  that  there 
was  solicitude  about  this  question  ? 

Answer.  I  know  there  was  some  talk  of  that  kind,  but  nothing 
definite,  or  that  I  had  anything  to  do  with  one  way  or  the  other ;  I 
hardly  looked  into  the  newspapers  during  this  time,  from  the  fact  I 
was  so  exceedingly  busy  about  private  affairs. 

Question.  Don't  you  remember  that  Mr.  Walker  told  you  of  any 
conversation  he  had  with  a  man  who  claimed  he  had  been  elected  to 
the  Legislature  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Or  any  talk  he  had  had  with  a  prominent  man  in  the 
Fusion  party? 
Answer.  No. 

Question.  In  which  Mr.  Walker  had  stated  what  he  believed  your 
position  would  be  in  the  matter? 

Answer.  I  have  no  recollection  of  any  conversation  with  Mr. 
Walker,  of  the  kind. 

Question.  Of  any  conversation  you  had  with  Mr.  Walker  at  any 
time  on  the  subject? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  If  you  had,  it  has  slipped  from  your  memory  ? 
Answer.  Entirely. 

Question.  Up  to  November  seventeenth,  you  have  stated  you  had 
no  information  of  any  public  solicitude  about  the  action  of  the 
Council  as  to  counting  out  Senators  and  Members  ?         «. 
Answer.  No,  I  had  not. 

Question.  So  you  went  to  Augusta  on  the  seventeenth  day  of 
November,  having  no  knowledge  or  belief  that  anything  of  the  kind^ 
of  counting  out,  was  either  intended  or  was  feared  by  the  public  ? 
Answer.  1  did ;  I  state  that  positive  and  unequivocally. 
Q%iestion.  You  were  present  at  the  meeting  of  the  Council,  Novem- 
ber seventeenth? 
Anstoer.  I  was* 

Question.  When  was  the  subject  of  the  tabulation  of  election 
returns  taken  up  at  that  session  ? 

Answer.  I  have  not  any  positive  remembrance  as  to  the  precise 
day ;  the  matter  was  talked  about  as  matter  of  necessity  on  that 
evening — ^uot  as  to  any  particular  returns,  but  generally. 

Qtiestion.  Whom  did  you  talk  with  about  it  on  the  evening  of  that 
first  day  ? 
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Answer,  In  the  Council  Chamber,  if  anything  was  said.  I  sup- 
pose you  are  well  aware  of  the  circumstances  on  which  we  met  at 
that  time. 

Question.  At  what  time  did  you  get  here  on  that  day? 

Answer.  When  the  train  arrived ;  I  think  about  half-past  three. 

Q;u/estion.  W2i&  the  Council  then  in  session  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  When  did  the  Council  first  meet? 

Answer.  Some  time  between  four  and  five  o'clock,  at  the  Council 
Chamber. 

Question.  Were  you  present  then  ? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Was  the  subject  matter  of  the  tabulation  and  examina- 
tion of  the  election  returns  taken  up  at  once  in  the  Council  ?  did  you 
confer  upon  it? 

Answer.  My  impression  is,  that  the  question  as  to  when  they 
should  be  formally  opened,  was  decided  upon  that  evening, — ^that 
session ;  the  records  will  show. 

Question.  Up  to  that  time  had  any  examination  been  permitted, 
to  your  knowledge,  outside  of  the  Committee  on  Election  Returns  ? 

Answer.  Not  at  all. 

Question.  Had  any  candidate  or  any  person  claiming  to  be  elected, 
been  allowed,  at  that  time,  to  see  the  returns? 

Answer.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Question.  Had  there  been  requests  previous  to  that  time? 

Answer.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Qiestion.  Were  you  at  that  time  informed  by  any  of  the  Council, 
or  elsewhere,  that  parties  interested  in  the  election  had  requested 
the  privilege  of  examining — seeing — ^the  returns  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  were  not  informed  that  anybody  had  requested  the 
privilege  of  looking  at  the  returns  ? 

Answer.  I  was  not  informed  of  any  such  thing. 

Question.  Were  you  informed  that  anybody  had  appeared  and  re- 
xjuested  that  privilege  ? 

Answer.  The  statement  was  made  by  Mr.  Dingley,  as  a  member 
'Of  the  Committee  which  called  on  me,  that  such  was  the  fact. 

Question.  But  you  were  not  informed  by  the  Council,  or  any  mem- 
ber of  it,  or  any  member  of  the  Committee  on  Election  Returns,  that 
anybody y  up  to  that  time,  had  sought  access  to  the  returns  ? 

Answer.  I  was  not  informed  of  any  such  transaction. 
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Question.  You  did  not  know? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  on  that  evening  that  the  decision  was  reached 
with  reference  to  the  question  of  submitting  any  or  all  of  the  returns 
to  the  inspection  of  persons  interested  in  them? 
Answer.  I  cannot  say ;  I  do  not  remember. 
Question.  Do  you  remember  at  that  session  of  November  seven- 
teenth, that  the  Committee  on  Election  Returns  did  report  that  they 
had  examined  the  returns,  and  that  they  then  submitted  the  tabula- 
tions of  the  same? 

Answer.  Sometime  during  that  session,  but  I  do  not  know  whether 
the  seventeenth,  or  eighteenth,  or  nineteenth. 

Question.  Do  you  or  not,  remember  that  it  was  on  the  seventeenth 
day  of  November,  the  first  day  of  the  session,  after  the  Council  met 
about  four  o'clock,  that  the  Committee  on  Election  Returns  reported 
that  the}'  had  proceeded  to  open  the  election  returns  and  tabulate 
them,  and  that  they  then  submitted  the  tabulations  of  said  returns? 
Answer.  I  cannot  remember,  but  I  think  very  probable  it  was. 
The  record  will  show. 

Question.  I  find  that  record  on  the  Council  Blotter.     Have  you 
any  doubt  it  was  so  ? 
Answer.  No ;  I  have  no  doubt  the  record  was  kept  perfectly. 
Question.  At  that  time  before  you  left  that  evening,  before  the 
Council  broke  up,  the  Committee  on  Election  Returns  had  reported, 
and  the  tabulations   and  results  were  in  the  hands  of  the  whole 
Council  ? 
Answer.  I  suppose  so. 

Question.  So,  that  so  far  as  the  Committee  on  Election  Returns 
were  concerned,  their  work  had  been  gone  over? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  a  meeting  on  the  next  day  ? 
Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  On  what  day  did  the  committee  of  gentlemen  in  the 
interest  of  parties  who  were  concerned  in  the  election  as  candidates, 
come  to  you  with  a  request  to  be  allowed  to  see  the  returns  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember.    What  committee  have  3'ou  reference 

to? 

Question.  Consisting  of  Ex-Governor  Dingley,  Mr.  Lindsey  and 
Mr.  Emery. 

Answer.  That  was  on  the  afternoon  of  the  seventeenth  of  Novem- 
ber, prior  to  the  meeting  of  the  Council. 
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Question.  At  what  time? 

Answer.  Between  half  past  three  and  four. 

Question.  Where  dki  that  Committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Ding- 
ley,  Lindsey  and  Emery,  see  you  and  make  the  request? 

Answer.  In  the  Governor's  Private  Room  adjoining  the  Council 
Chamber. 

Question.  What  was  the  request  made  by  those  gentlemen? 

Answer.  To  have  access  to  the  returns. 

Question.  For  what  purpose  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  s&y. 

Question.  Did  they  not  state  there  was  a  great  deal  of  public 
solicitude  and  fear  that  the  returns  might  not  be  prc^rly  counted* 
and  that  there  was  a  desire,  on  the  part  of  persons  who  were  candi- 
dates, to  examine  the  returns  and  see  if  there  were  any  defects  that 
could  be  legally  corrected,  under  the  statutes,  by  the  records  of  the 
towns? 

Answer.  And  alleging  that  other  parties  had  been  admitted  to  tbe 
returns  ? — Yes,  such  a  statement  was  made. 

Question.  They  also  stated,  in  connection  with  that,  that  they  had 
heard,  and  believed,  that  other  parties  had  been  allowed  to  see  the 
returns  ? 

Answer.  Precisel}'. 

Question.  Was  not  the  request  made  by  those  gentlemen,  well 
known  in  the  State,  in  a  courteous  and  fair  manner? 

Answer.  No  objection  to  that. 

Question.  There  was  nothing  in  their  appearance,  or  manner,  that 
was  intimidating? 

Answer.  I  did  not  feel  very  much  intimidated ;  I  thought  it  was 
a  very  singular  proceeding. 

Question.  Was  there  anything  in  their  manner,  excepting  what 
was  courteous  and  fair? 

Answer.  I  have  no  particular  fault  to  find  with  the  gentlemen. 

Question.  Your  communication  was  with  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  not  understand  they  represented  a  lai^ger 
gathering  of  gentlemen  from  different  parts  of  the  State,  who  weiv 
interested  in  the  election  returns  ? 

Answer.  All  I  knew  and  understood,  a  messenger  came  in  and 
said  there  was  a  Committee  of  sixteen  waiting,  who  desired  tx>  see 
J^e  Governor  and  Council. 
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Question.  Did  any  Committee  c^  sixteen  appear  before  you  ? 
Answer,  No,  sir;  I  eaid  to  the  messenger:  ^^Say  to  the  Com- 
mittee, that  the  Grovernor  and  Council  are  not  it  session ;  the  hour 
has  not  yet  arriTed  at  which  they  were  to  meet/' 
Question,  That  was  before  the  three  gentlemen  appeared? 
Answer.  That  was  the  reply  which  I  ordered  the  messenger  to 
gire  to  the  Committee.    He  immediately  came  back  and  stated  they 
desired  an  audience  with  the  Governor.    I  said  to  him :     ^^Tell  the 
Committee  to  walk  in." 
Qy^estion,  No  Committee  of  sixteen  appeared? 
Ariswer.  No. 

Question.  These  three  modest  gentlemen  appeared? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  hot  they  demean  themselves  properly? 
Answer.  I  have  no  fault  to  find  with  them. 
Question.  You  did  not  see  the  Committee  of  sixteen? 
Answer.  No. 

Question,  There  was  no  attempt  on  the  part  of  anybody  else  to 
enforce  your  attention? 
Anstoer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  So  it  was  really  nothing  but  a  request,  of  the  kind  that 
has  been  brought  out,  proffered  bj-  those  three  gentlemen  alone  that 
you  were  submitted  to? 
Anstoer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuesHon.  Was  there  anything  in  that,  that  should  have  aroused 
any  vexation? 

Answer.  Only  the  unusual  fact  that  they  came  in  and  demanded 
ihe  returns  before  I,  or — as  I  understood — ^the  Council — ^had  seen 
them. 

Question.  Did  they  demand  the  returns  ? 

Answer.  That  was  the  form  in  which  they  desired  to  see  them. 
You  may  call  it  a  request  or  a  demand. 

Q^estion.  Think  of  it  carefully,  and  see  whether  you  are  prepared 
to  swear  that  they  came  to  you  and  demanded  to  see  the  returns,  or 
did  they  request  to  see  them? 

Answer.  It  was  a  request  accompanied  with  a  claim  that  they  had 
a  right. 

Question,  Did  you  not  know,  that  customarily  parties  interested  in 
the  election  as  candidates,  and  as  their  counsel  and  friends,  had  been 
permitted  to  examine  the  returns  for  years  past? 
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Answer,  No ;  I  never  knew  anything  of  the  kind. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  know  anything  to  the  contrary? 

Answer,  No. 

Question.  At  that  time,  when  they  appeared,  you  did  not  know 
that  any  parties  had  ever  been  refhsed  access  ? 

Answer.  I  knew  this  fact,  that  the  law  required  a  copy  of  the 
returns  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
inspection  of  the  public ;  that  was  the  place  for  the  people  to  go. 

Qiiestion.  How  did  you  know  that? 

Answer.  By  the  law  and  my  general  information. 

Question,  Had  you  been  looking  up  the  law  ? 

Answer,  No ;  but  I  never  saw  the  returns  in  my  life. 

Question,  How  had  you  occasion  to  know  there  was  a  copy  or 
statement  left  with  the  Secretary  of  State  for  inspection? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  as  I  can  go  back  to  the  time  when  I  was 
not  posted  as  to  what  the  law  required  ;  I  always  understood,  and 
had  seen  those  returns  from  year  to  year  long  before  the  Grovemor 
and  Council  had  seen  the  others. 

Question,  Between  October  twenty-eighth  and  November  seven- 
teenth, you  had  not  had  any  discussion  of  the  matter  with  any  of 
your  Council  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Had  you  seen  any  of  your  Council? 

Answer,  No. 

Question.  Did  you  not  know  that  the  meeting  of  the  Council  on 
that  day  was  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Election  Returns  ? 

Answer.  Not  especially;  I  expected  that  would  be  the  result 
before  the  meeting  got  through, — ^that  they  would  bring  the  matter 
up ;  I  did  not  know  whether  they  were  prepared  to  report. 

Question,  Nothing  unpleasant  took  place  in  the  colloquy  between 
you  and  those  three  gentlemen,  on  either  side  ? 

An>swer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you,  when  they  first  appeared  and  proffered  their 
request,  see  any  reason  why  it  should  not  be  granted? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  not  intimate,  or  state  to  them,  that  at  some 
near  subsequent  time  their  request  would  be  granted? 

Answer,  Yes ;  my  opinion,  my  individual  opinion,  my  judgment ; 
I  saw  no  objection  to  any  reasonable  request. 
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Question.  Yoa  saw,  then,  no  objection  to  their  request  being  com- 
plied with,  for  an  examination  of  the  returns,  and  so  told  them  ? 
Ansioer.  Yes. 

QujBStion.  Was  it  not. then  your  individual  judgment  and  belief 
that  they  should  be  allowed,  in  a  reasonable  manner,  access  to  the 
i^tums  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  the  candidates,  as  they  appeared. 
Q^e9tion.  You  thought  that  was  fair? 
Answer.  Yes,  always. 

Question.  There  was  nothing  in  the  circumstances  or  facts  sur- 
rounding the  case  on  that  day  that  rendered  it  objectionable  that  the 
candidates  and  their  counsel  should  be  permitted  access  toj  the 
returns? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Qweation.  You  so  stated  to  the  Committee  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  that  not  appear  to  be  entirely  satisfactory  to  the 
Committee  ? 
Answer.  I  so  understood  it. 

Qwestion.  When  they  left,  did  they  not  give  you  the  impression 
that  they  were  entirely  satisfied  with  the  interview? 
Answer.  I  had  that  impression. 

Question.  You  supposed  the  candidates  and  counsel  would-be  per- 
mitted access  to  the  returns? 
Answer.,  I  had  that  impression. 

Q^estion.  How  soon  after  they  left  you,  before  the  meeting  of  the 
Coancil  was  held  in  the  Council  Room? 
Answer.  Immediately ;  I  do  not  know  how  long. 
Question.  The  same  afternoon  ? 
Answer.  A  few  minutes. 

Question.  When  these  three  gentlemen  left  you,  did  you  not  go 
into  the  Council  immediately  and  open  the  session  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  not  this  matter  of  the  returns  and  of  the  report  of 
the  election  Committee  brought  up  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  and  the  request  which  they  made  that  they  have  a 
time  fixed  when  the  returns  should  be  formally  opened,  as  it  was 
termed  ;  it  was  for  that  reason  that  a  vote  was  taken,  which  I  think 
you  will  find  on  the  record,  that  the  parties  be  allowed  twenty  days 
fconi  th&t  tune. 
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Q^est^(m,  The  subject  matter  of  retams  was  l»tR]|^t  up  in  tiie 
meeting^? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q^e8tkm.  Then  the  Committee  on  ElectioB  Refmrns  reported,  as 
is  fbund  in  the  Blotter,  that  they  had  proceeded  to  open  and  tabo- 
late  them  and  that  they  then  submitted  the  tabulations  of  Bud 
returns? 

Answer.  Something  of  that  kind ;  the  object  was  to  have  it  xm- 
derstood  that  the  returns  were  opened. 

Question.  Did  joa  then  state,  or  had  yon  before,  tx>  the  CoobcQ, 
t^  request  that  had  been  made  to  you  by  Messrs^  Dinglej,  Linds^ 
and  Emery? 

Answer.  I  presume  I  did ;  I  cannot  state  positive ;  I  did  at  that 
meeting,  probably. 

Question.  Did  you  state  to  them  what  groimds  you  had  tidcen, 
what  encouragement  you  had  given  ? 

Answer.  I  presume  I  did. 

Question.  The  talk  you  had  with  these  three  gentlemen  was  gen- 
eral,— about  the  election  returns? 

Answer.  That  was  the  sabjeet. 

Question.  No  distinction  about  the  particuLar  kinds  of  letoras? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Only  a  general  talk  about  the  rdanrns? 

Answer.  That  was  it. 

Question.  You  supposed  it  applied  to  thai? 

An^STcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  find  at  once  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  gen- 
tlemen of  the  Committee  of  the  Couneil  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  there  wa^  any  oppo0i1ioara<terwiBe 
than  it  was  an  unusual  thing ;  and,  when  the  Governor  and  Comicil 
had  opportonity  to  examine  the  retorns,  the  parties  should  ha^e  an 
opportunity  to  compare  them* 

Question.  Was  there  anything  done  by  the  Cooncii  to  cmy  out 
the  suggestion,  made  by  you  to  the  gentlemen  who  had  juat  left  yon, 
that  they  should  be  allowed  access? 

Answer.  I  think  there  was  a  vote  passed  that  theve  WBOold  be 
twenty  days  allowed. 

Question.  Did  yon  not  understand,  when  these  gentlemen  eane 
to  you,  that  what  was  wanted  was  immediate  aooesB  to  the  returos? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 


TSSTIMONT  OF  ALONZO  (}ARCBLON.  5^7 

QmstCon.  Was  anything  said  between  yoa  and  those  gentlenien, 
when  they  proffered  their  request  to  you,  aboiit  a  delay  of  twenfy 
days, — or  any  number  of  da3'8  ? 
Answer.  No. 

Question,  Did  yon  not  understand  that  what  they  desired  was, 
that  the  parties  interested  in  the  eleetion  should  be  permitted  then, 
or  very  soon,  to  see  the  returns  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  understand,  particularly.  AH  they  wanted  was 
a  fiar  opportunity  of  examining  the  returns ;  that  is  all  the  under^ 
standing  I  had. 

QuesHon,  Was  it  not,  when  those  gentlemen  left  yoa,  your  mten- 
Hon  to  very  soon  give  them  opportunity  of  examining  the  returns? 
Answer.  I  was  not  very  particular. 

Question.  What  I  am  seeking  to  get  at  is  this :  was  not  the  idea 
of  the  twenty  days'  postponement  suggested  in  the  Council,  and  not 
by  you  ? 

Answer.  There  was  no  such  thing  as  twenty  days  delay,  as  I  un- 
derstood it,  at  all.  It  was  to  have  twenty  days,  during  which  time 
they  could  have  access. 

Question.  Was  not  the  suggestion,  of  there  being  any  postpone- 
ment of  the  privilege  of  examining  the  returns  by  candidates  and 
their  counsel,  made  in  the  Council  rather  than  by  you? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  that  was  made  at  all ;  I  do  not  remem- 
ber that  it  was.  The  question  was,  whether  the  parties  should  have 
access  to  those  returns. 

Question.  What  was  determined  by  the  Council  on  the  question, 
that  had  been  submitted  to  you  b}'  the  three  gentlemen? 

Anstcer.  The  determination,  so  far  as  I  understand  was,  that  any 
gentleman  who  came  and  desired  to  see  the  returns,  if  he  would 
bring  the  record  of  the  town  with  him,  would  have  the  opportunity 
of  comparing.  That  was  the  result  of  the  deliberation  so  far  as  my 
recollection  goes. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  of  any  order  that  was  passed  ? 
Amswer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  considered  of  importance  enough  to  make  an 
order? 

Answer •  I  do  not  think  it  was. 

Question.  State  what  like  conclusion  was,  that  was  reached  when 
this  matter  of  the  permitting  candidates  or  their  counsel  to  examine 
the  retarns,  was  discussed  in  the  Council? 
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Answer.  As  far  as  my  remembrance  goes,  the  qaestion  first  came 
up,  what  was  the  object  of  these  gentlemen  coming  here,  demand- 
ing or  requesting  —  or  whatever  term  you  please — ^to  see  these 
returns  or  have  access  to  them,  when  there  was,  in  the  Secretary's 
office,  a  copy  of  them.  And  the  impression  was  strongly  conveyed 
that  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  getting  the  returns  and  going  to  the 
record,  and  if  they  did  not  compare,  to  have  those  altered.  Hence 
there  was  a  feeling,  in  order  to  have  these  matters  properly  attended 
to,  in  accordance  with  the  Constitution,  it  was  proper  for  these  gen- 
tlemen to  bring  their  record  with  them,  and  then,  if  there  was  any 
misunderstanding  about  it,  there  they  were  without  any  collusion. 

Question,  What  was  the  result  reached? 

Answer.  I  believe  that  was  about  the  result  of  the  matter,  tJiat 
that  course  was  decided  upon. 

Qiiestion.  That  parties  would  be  allowed  what? 

Answer,  To  examine  the  returns  or  to  have  a  copy  of  the  record. 

Question,  Was  it  decided  that  parties  should  have  access  to  the 
returns  that  were  then  before  the  Council,  or  access  to  the  statement 
of  the  returns  in  the  Secretary  of  State's  office  ? 

Answer,  It  was  my  impression — I  do  not  think  there  was  any 
definite  vote  taken — ^that  any  party,  where  there  was  any  claim  of 
any  discrepancy  between  the  returns  and  the  record,  should  have  an 
opportunity  to  examine. 

Question,  Should  have  an  opportunity  to  examine  the  election  re- 
turns, themselves,  that  were  before  the  Governor  and  Council? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  The  returns  had  then  been  all  gone  through  with  and 
tabulations  made  by  the  Committee? 

Answer,  I  did  not  know  that. 

Question,  The  report  shows  ? 

Answer,  That  was  the  report  made  at  the  time,  but  that  report 
was  hastened  or  made  in  order  to  satisfy  this  outside  pressure.  It 
was  made,  as  I  understood  the  Committee,  before  they  had  finally 
completed  the  tabulation.  Mr.  Dingley  and  the  other  gentLemen 
were  anxious  that  a  time  should  be  fixed  when  the  twenty  days 
should  commence ;  that  is,  before  the  final  make  up  of  the  tabula- 
tion or  issuing  of  the  certificates. 

Question,  They  wished  that  a  time  should  be  fixed  when  the 
twenty  days  should  begin  to  run  ? 

Answer,  That  was  the  point. 
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Question.  The  twenty  days  had  to  run  before  the  final  result  was 
announced? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  any  conclusion  reached  at  that  meeting  of 
the  Council  as  to  when  that  twenty  days  should  run  ? 

Answer.  As  I  understood  the  matter  it  was  to  begin  to  run  from 
that  time.     That  was  the  object  of  passing  that  order  as  I  under- 
stand. 
Question.  Did  you  see  those  gentlemen  again? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  see  any  of  them  again? 
Answer.  1  think  not ;  I  might  have  met  one  or  two  of  the  gentle- 
men at  the  hotel ;  I  do  not  remember. 

Question.  Did  yon  see   any  other  Conmiittee  representing  the 
same  interest  these  gentlemen  did? 

Answer.  No.  In  the  first  place  Mr.  Dingley  came  in  alone  as 
chairman  of  the  Committee,  then  went  out  and  reported  to  the  Com- 
mittee, and  then  he  came  back  with  Mr.  Lindsey  and  Mr.  Emery ; 
that  is  all  the  Committee  I  saw.  It  was  all  done  in  a  half  hour  or 
less. 

Question.  Did  you  then  see,  yourself,  any  of  the  returns  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  still  state  it  was  on  November  seventeenth, 
when  you  first  met  together  at  that  session,  that  the  Council  Com- 
mittee concluded  that  parties  should  be  permitted  to  see  the  returns 
only  when  they  presented  copies  of  the  records? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  it  was  at  that  meeting.  I  think  it  was 
probably  a  few  sessions  subsequently,  but  I  cannot  say  definitely, 
but  the  matter  was  talked  over  and  that  conclusion  was  arrived  at. 
Question.  Then  did  you  come  to  any  conclusion  on  the  seven- 
teenth day  when  these  gentlemen  were  there  waiting  the  result,  or 
was  the  whole  thing  hung  up  for  several  days  ? 

Answer.  I  should  think  likely  the  whole  thing  was  hung  up ;  I 
cannot  remember  positive.     The  matter  was  in  abeyance  ? 

Question.  You  do  not  think  anything  was  done  at  that  time  about 
allowing  parties  access  to  the  returns,  either  with  or  without  public 

records? 

Anstver.   I  have  a  very  clear  impression  that  the  understanding 
was  that  when  an  opportunity  had  been  given  the  Governor  and 

84 


530  ALTBRBD  BLBCTION  BETURKS. 

Council,  at  least  when  they  had  had  time  to  inspect  the  retoms,  par- 
ties should  have  ample  time  to  look  at  them. 

Question.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that,  in  the  deliberations  of  the  CouncO  on 
that  evening  and  afternoon  after  the  gentlemen  had  been  to  see  you, 
there  was  a  great  deal  of  talk  made  about  there  being  an  attempt 
imade  to  force  and  intimidate,  and  bulldoze  them,  and  that  they 
finally  did  nothing  about  it,  and  you  did  not  report  to  those  geatle- 
flpien  afterwards? 

Answer,  I  presume  that  was  substantially  the  fact  about  it. 
Conyersation  occurred,  and  the  motive  these  men  had  in  coming  was 
discussed  ? 

Question.  Nothing  was  done  ? 

Answer.  Don't  the  record  show  that  the  vote  was  taken  that  the 
twenty  days  should  be  reckoned  from  that  time  ?  I  do  not  put  my 
memory  against  the  record. 

Question.  It  appears  by  the  record  that  not  till  eight  days  after- 
wards, the  twenty-fifth,  the  Committee  on  Election  Returns  reported 
and  the  order  was  passed  reciting  that : 

^^  Whereas,  Herbert  M.  Heath,  Esq.,  claiming  to  be  attorney  for  certain 
persons  who  claim  to  be  elected  to  county  office  in  Cumberland  County, 
having  requested  permission  to  examine  the  official  returns  of  votes  for 
County  officers  in  said  county :  Therefore,  ordered  that  he  be  requested 
to  present  to  the  Council  certified  copies  of  the  town  records  of  such 
town  or  towns  with  which  he  believes  the  official  returns  do  not  compare, 
and  that  the  Committee  on  Elections  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized 
to  compare  such  returns  and  records,  and  the  said  attorney  shall  allege 
what  corrections  he  desires  to  make,  and  give  reasonable  notice  to  the 
person  or  persons  to  be  affected  by  such  correction,  that  he  or  they  may 
appear  and  be  heard  in  the  matter.^' 

Do  you  say  that,  previous  to  the  twenty-fifth  of  Ndvember,  any 
action  or  order  had  been  made  by  the  Council  settling  that  ques- 
tion of  the  method  in  which  the  returns  might  be  examined  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  there  was  any  order.  If  there  was 
it  appears  in  the  record ;  but  that  understanding  was  distinctly  come 
to  at  an  earlier  date  than  that ;  that  is  my  impression. 

Question.  If  that  had  been  the  order  or  understanding  of  the 
Council,  what  necessity  would  there  have  been  for  passing  the  order 
on  the  twenty-fifth  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say.  It  was  for  the  purpose  of  putting  the 
thing  in  form,  probably. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  it  had  been  put  in  any  form  till  the 
twenty-fifth  ? 
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Ansfjoer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Do  you  know,  up  to  the  twenty-fifth  of  November,  of 
any  candidate  being  permitted  in  any  way  access  to  or  examination 
of  the  returns  that  were  before  the  Governor  and  Council? 
Answer.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  that  any  candidate  had  been  so  per- 
mitted? 
Aiisioer.  No ;  or  that  they  had  not  been. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  any  action  of  the  Council 
excepting  what  appears  on  the  Blotter,  which  is  their  record? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.    You  continued  with  the  council  during  those  days, 
along  through  November? 
Answer.  There  were  several  days  I  was  here. 
Question.  Whether  or  not  during  that  time  the  Council  were  en- 
gaged in  making  up  the  final  report  upon  the  election  returns  ? 
Ansioer.  I  think  so. 

Q^estion.  Was  not  that  the  work  that  mainly  engaged  the  Council  ? 
Ansioer.  Between  that  time  and  the  fifteenth  of  December,  I  think 
it  was,  or  the  sixteenth,  at  which  time  the  returns  were  to  be  com- 
pleted,  at  least  so  far  as  Senators  and  Representatives  were  con- 
cerned. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  any  action,  during  those  days  of  the 
Council  which  postponed  any  examination  of  the  returns  by  candi- 
dates and  their  counsel,  to  December  first? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  of  any  such  transaction.  Do  you 
find  anj'  record  of  the  kind? 

Question.  Do  you  remember  any  vote  of  the  Council,  approved 
by^  yourself,  postponing  the  examination  of  ofificial  returns,  the  priv- 
ilege of  being  present  and  examining  them  to  candidates  and  theii 
counsel  to  December  first? 

Answer.  Certain  cases  I  presume  were  fixed.  Applications  came 
in,  and  different  days  were  fixed  for  certain  parties. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  this  order  which  I  find  on  the  Blotter? 

^'  Ordered  that  the  Secretary  give  public  notice  that  the  Governor  and 
Council  will  be  lu  session  from  Dec.  Ist  to  13th,  for  the  purpose  of  exam- 
ining^ the  oflScial  returns  of  votes  for  candidates  for  Senators,  Represent- 
atives and  County  Officers.  Candidates  claiming  iiTegularities  or  other 
causes  presumed  to  vitiate  their  election,  will  have  reasonable  oppor- 
tunity to  be  heard  either  personally  or  by  duly  authorized  counsel." 

That  was  approved  by  the  Governor? 
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Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  it  not  then  and  there  determined  that  nobody, 
whether  candidate,  or  friend,  or  counsel,  should  be  permitted  to  see 
those  returns  or  examine  them  till  December  first? 

Answer,  No ;  I  do  not  know  that  it  was. 

Question,  Do  you  not  recollect  the  order? 

Answer,  I  do.  It  was  in  order  to  satisfy  .the  public  when  we 
were  overslaughed  by  men  rushing  in,  giving  us  no  time  to  look  after 
these  matters ;  I  think  that  order  was  drawn  for  the  purpose  of  giv- 
ing the  public  notice  when  we  would  be  able  to  attend  to  them. 

Question,  What  did  you  need  to  look  after  so  much  as  the  correc- 
tion of  any  errors,  as  the  Council  Committee  had  reported  on 
November  seventeenth  that  thej'  had  got  through  with  the  examina- 
tion and  tabulation  of  the  returns  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  that  was  the  fact  in  regard  to  the  Report ; 
I  did  not  so  understand  it. 

Question.  The  language  of  the  Report  is,  that — "  They  proceeded 
to  open  the  same  and  tabulate  them,  and  now  submit  the  tabulation 
of  said  returns?" 

Answer,  Yes.  The  Governor  and  Council  desired  to  examine 
that  tabulation  to  see  it  was  made  correct.  That  is  all  the  reason  I 
could  give ;  I  thought  it  was  highly  proper  that  they  should  examine 
and  see  if  the  Committee  had  done  it  properly. 

Question,  So  that  this  vote  which  postponed  any  examination  on 
the  part  of  the  public  till  December  first  was  five  days  after  the 
Council  had  met? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  There  was  other  business  to  attend  to,  and 
the  Council  had  not  had  opportunity  to  examine. 

Question,  There  does  not  appear,  by  the  records,  to  have  been 
any  great  amount  of  business  done  during  that  time  ? 

Answer,  There  was  a  great  deal  of  business  to  be  done  often- 
times that  was.  not  matter  of  record. 

Question,  Was  it  not  important,  after  they  appeared  and  made 
vthat  request,  and  you  had  intimated  to  them  that  their  request  should 
b^  granted,  that  an  examination  of  that  tabulation  should  be  pro- 
ceed with  at  once? 

Answer,  There  was  ample  time  prior  to  making  up  the  list.  Par- 
ties in  various  parts  of  the  State  could  not  get  here  under  several 
days. 

Questi<>n,  Were  you  not,  daring  this  time,  applied  to  by  many. 
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and  did  not  the  public  solicitade  increase  from  day  to  day,  and  the 
desire  to  examine  those  returns,  as  shown  by  repeated  requests 
made  to  you? 

Answer.  My  impression  is,  there  were  a  very  few  except  a  certain 
number  of  attorneys,  who  were  constantly  pressing  upon  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Council,  coming  in  with  what  proved  to  be  fictitious  state- 
ments, that  they  were  appointed  the  legal  attorneys.  Quite  a  num- 
ber of  parties  came  in  and  stated  to  me,  personally,  and  to  others, 
as  I  understood,  that  they  never  employed  those  gentlemen  to  appear 
as  counsel  for  them. 

Qysstion.  Do  you  refer  to  gentlemen  of  the  bar? 

Ajiswer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Such  as ? 

Answer.  Gentlemen  Bakers. 

Question.  In  Augusta? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Whom  else  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Heath  was  one  of  the  gentlemen  who  came  in, 
although  I  must  give  him  the  credit  of  being  veiy  gentlemanly,  and 
he  had  every  facility  afforded. 

Question.  He  was  not  allowed  to  see  the  returns? 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  Was  he  allowed  privileges  that  no  other  man  was? 

Answer.  I  think  he  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  returns,  soon. 

Question.  Had  he  privileges  that  were  not  given  to  other  parties? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Why? 

Answer.  For  the  reason  that  he  was  gentlemanly  and  was  not 
insulting  to  the  Governor  and  Council. 

Question.  You  made  the  decision,  of  whether  or  not  candidates 
should  be  allowed  to  see  the  returns  and  see  what  their  rights  were, 
depend  upon  the  gentlemanly  conduct  of  the  men  who  represented 
them? 

Answer.  When  attorneys  came  in  with  false  statements,  pretend- 
ing they  were  attorneys  for  gentlemen  and  those  gentlemen  came  to 
us  and  assured  us  they  never  had  employed  them, — attorneys  came 
in  with  a  list  of  names  extending  the  who^e  length  of  the  table — 
containing  some  men  they  never  had  seen  and  could  not  by  any  pos- 
sibility have  seen, — we  had  reason  to  suppose  there  was  a  good  deal 
of  bogus  transaction  about  it,  and  therefore  did  not  feel  to  comply. 
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Question,  What  harm  could  come  from  tliose  gentlemen  being 
given  the  same  privileges  that  were  given  Mr.  Heath? 

Answer,  I  have  my  reasons.  It  is  not  necessary,  perhaps,  I 
should  state  them. 

Question,  Did  you  allow  anybody  the  privilege  you  did  Mr. 
Heath? 

Answer,  I  think  other  gentlemen  had — or  other  candidates. 

Question,  Previous  to  December  first? 

Answer,  No ;  1  think  not,  but  after ;  I  did  not  suppose  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Governor  and  Council  to  give  parties  access  to  those 
returns  till  we  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  them  ourselves. 

Question,  Do  you  think  you  needed  all  the  time  from  November 
seventeenth  to  December  first  to  look  at  those  returns,  before  the 
public  should  be  allowed  to  see  them  ? 

Answer,  I  think  that  was  a  short  time — some  fifteen  hundred  or 
two  thousand ;  I  do  not  know  how  man}' ;  but  a  large  number — ^to 
look  over  and  see  they  were  correct  and  tabulated  correctly,  and 
my  impression  is  the  tabulation  had  not  been  made  up  in  sueh  form 
as  we  could  examine  it  in.  We  had  a  rough  Blotter  or  something 
of  that  kind,  but  the  Clerk  had  not  made  the  tabulation. 

Question,  A  tabulation  had  been  made,  such  as  it  was  ? 

Answer,  Whatever  the  Committee  had  reported  upon,  and  that 
Report,  as  I  understood  at  the  time  and  now  believe,  was  made  for 
the  purpose  of  satisfying  the  gentlemen  who  came  as  a  Committee 
that  an  opportunity  would  be  given  them,  prior  to  the  final  decision, 
of  examining  and  seeing  that  those  returns  were  correct. 

Question,  Having  read  to  you  this  order  postponing  any  privilege 
of  seeing  the  retuiiis  till  December  first  and  limiting  it  to  the  13th, 
giving  twelve  days,  I  now  ask :  Do  you  remember  that  the  Coun- 
cil passed  that  order  at  that  time  ? 

Answer,  I  see  it  is  on  the  book ;  I  have  no  doubt  about  it. 

Question.  What  were  you  engaged  in  doing  with  the  Council  on 
those  election  returns  between  November  seventeenth,  when  the 
Committee  reported  the  tabulation  of  them  to  the  whole  Council, 
and  December  first? 

Answer,  There  were  a  great  number  of  bills  to  be  attended  to 
and  examined,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing.  We  had  a  lai^  number 
of  general  bills  to  settle  up, — and  accounts. 

Question,  What  were  you  doing  upon  the  returns  ? 

Answer,  My  impression  is,  they  were  in  the  hands  of  the  Clerk^ 
to  make  up  a  formal  tabulation,  to  see  how  they  stood. 
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Question.  Had  clerks  any  right  to  alter  them  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  but  when  thej  were  in  the  hands  of  the  Clerk, 
they  could  not  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Governor  and  Council. 

Question.  How  many  tabulations  are  there  ? 

Answer.  Tabulations  for  Senators,  and  for  Representatives,  and 
for  County  Officers,  but  the  tabulations  for  Senators  and  Represen- 
tatives were  the  principal  ones. 

Question.  K  a  tabulation  was  made  and  reported  on  November 
seventeenth  to  the  Council,  could  the  clerks  who  were  emploj-ed  do 
anything  more  than  copj'  that  tabulation?  could  ihey  change  it? 

Ansioer.  I  presume  not. 

Question.  Is  it  your  idea  that  a  clerk  could  vaij  that,  in  a  single 
figure? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Could  he  do  anything  more  than  to  copy  it  ? 

Ansioer.  I  think  not. 

Question.  That  would  not  be  a  long  matter? 

Answer.  I  think  it  would  be  considerable  of  a  job ;  only  one  man 
could  work  on  it. 

Question.  One  man  could  work  on  the  Senatorial  tabulation  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Another  one  on  the  Representative  ? 

Answer.  Excepting  we  lacked  clerical  force. 

Question.  Did  you  lack  clerical  force  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Whom  did  yon  have  in  attendance  Arom  the  Secretary's 
office? 

Answer.  Pishon. 

Q^estion.  From  the  Secretary  of  State's  office? 

Answer.  Mr.  Sawyer  was  Assistant  Secretary. 

Question.  Was  Mr.  Gove  there  at  all  ? 

Answer.  Not  when  Sawyer  was. 

Question.  Who  else  was  there  from  the  Secretary's  office,  except- 
ing Sawyer,  at  your  disposal  ? 

Answer.  Not  an3'body  but  Pishon;  I  think  Pishon  made  the 
enjtire  tabulation,  so  far  as  I  know. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  of  calling  in  Mr.  Harden,  and  of  his 
being  engaged  in  clerical  work  with  them  ? 

Answer.  He  was  Messenger. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  that  Mr.  Harden,  Messenger  to  the 


536  ALTERED  BLBGTION  RETURirS. 

Governor  and  Council,  was  called  in,  and  that  he  did  clerical  wori^ 
at  that  time,  for  which  the  Council  drew,  under  your  approval, 
reports  and  warrants  in  payment,  outside  of  his  salary? 

Answer.  I  have  no  doubt  he  did,  for  he  did  a  great  deal  of  clerical 
work,  a  large  portion  of  what  was  done  by  the  Governor  and 
Council. 

Question.  You  had  Sawyer? 

Answer.  Saw3'er  was  Clerk  of  the  Council,  and  could  do  no  other 
work  than  to  attend  to  those  duties ;  Harden  was  Messenger  and 
attended  to  the  wants  of  the  Governor  and  Council ;  Pishon  was 
tabulating  the  votes. 

Question.  So,  if  you  desired  to  hurry,  you  had  Sawyer  to  do 
whatever  he  could  and  Harden  to  do  whatever  he  could,  and  Pishon? 

Answer.  We  had  them  and  they  had  other  work  to  do. 

Question.  When  did  you  first  see  those  tabulations  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say ;  I  think  not  till  very  near  the  close  of  the 
time  when  they  were  to  be  made  up. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  of  examining  those  tabulations  be- 
tween November  seventeenth  and  December  first? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  Possibly  occasionally  a  return  might  have  been 
shown  to  me,  but  I  have  no  distinct  remembrance  about  it. 

Question.  What  part  or  parcel  did  you  have  in  the  work  of  com- 
pleting and  perfecting  those  tabulations,  if  any  ? 

Answer.  I  had  none,  excepting  when  any  question  of  error  came 
up.  A  gentleman  whom  I  have  seen  here,  Mr.  Powers,  came  into 
my  room  one  day  and  said  there  had  been  a  mistake  made  in  the 
tabulating  of  a  ceiiAin  name  and  called  my  attention  to  it,  and  I  got 
the  record  and  saw  that  the  mistake  was  made  and  had  it  corrected, 
and  so  of  several  others  when  gentlemen  called  my  attention  to  it. 

Question.  Do  you  refer  to  this  instance  as  taking  place  between 
November  seventeenth  and  December  first? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  when  it  was. 

Question.  I  am  tiying  to  confine  your  mind  to  what  occurred  be- 
tween November  seventeenth  and  December  first? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell ;  I  do  not  have  any  distinct  remembrance. 

Question.  You  have  no  recollection  that  anybody  during  that  time 
was  allowed  to  examine  the  returns? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  have  no  idea  they  were  ? 

Answer.  No. 
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Question.  During  that  time  was  your  attention  called,  by  any 
member  of  the  CouncO  or  by  any  person,  up  to  December  first,  to 
changes  that  needed  to  be  made  in  those  tabulations? 

Answer,  No ;  I  never  so  regarded ;  no  I  think  not ;  I  have  no 
remembrance  of  anything  of  the  kind. 

Question.  If  changes  were  made  during  that  time  in  those  tabula- 
tiens  were  they  made  without  your  knowledge  or  participation  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  without  my  knowledge  if  any  were  made. 
Question.  Or  participation? 
Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  many  and  repeated  changes  were 

made  in  those  tabulations,  from  the  time  when  they  were  first  made 

up  till  the  final  Report  and  issuing  of  the  certificates  to  candidates? 

Answer.  No ;  I  do  not  know  of  any  such  thing. 

Question.  Have  you  examined  those  tabulations,  either  during 

their  making  up  or  at  the  time  of  the  final  Report,  or  since? 

Answer.  I  have  looked  over  the  tabulations  near  when  or  afber  the 
tabulations  were  completed,  looked  them  over  as  my  attention  was 
called  to  some  doubtful  cases. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that,  besides  the  tabulations,  a  list  is 
made  up  accompanying  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Election 
Returns,  which  list  purports  to  contain  the  names  of  Senators  who 
have  been  elected  as  reported  by  that  Committee? 

Answer.  I  know  that  the  law  requires  that  to  be  made  up  by  the 
Secretary  of  State. 

Question.  Not  that.  Do  you  know  that  a  list  is  made  up  first  by 
the  Committee  on  Election  Returns,  which  list  purports  to  contain 
the  names  of  men  who  have  been  elected  as  Senators,  and  another 
list  which  purports  to  contain  the  names  of  men  who  have  been 
elected  as  Representatives? 
jinswer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know  that  such  a  list  is  made  up  by  the 
Committee  on  Election  Returns,  and  reported  to  the  Council,  and 
acted  upon  by  it  with  the  approval  of  the  Governor? 
Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Who  is  this  list  made  up  by,  as  reported  to  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Council? 

Answer.  I  am  not  sure  whether  made  up  by  the  Committee  or  the 
Secretary  of  State. 

Question.  Is  it  not  ^  fact,  that  it  is  made  up  by  the  Committee 
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on  Election  Returns,  and  after  finally  completed  and  approved  by 
the  Council,  it  then  goes  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  him  to  make 
his  list? 

Answer.  I  think  that  is  it. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  that  a  list  was  made  up  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Election  Returns,  reported  to  the  Council,  by  the  Council 
examined  and  by  you  approved,  as  containing  a  list  of  the  names  of 
men  who  appeared  to  be  elected  Representatives  and  Senators  ? 

Answer.  I  remember  that  an  incomplete  list  was  made  up,  with 
the  exception  of  two  or  three  doubtful  cases ;  that  is  my  remem- 
.  brance  of  the  matter,  and  they  did  not  make  a  final  report  till  one 
or  two  or  three  days  afterwards. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  that  several  lists  were  made  up 
before  any  could  be  fixed  and  agreed  on  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  of  such  a  thing. 

Question.  Did  you  not  so  know  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  not  know  that  a  list  was  first  made  up  and 
submitted  to  the  Council,  containing  the  names  of  Representatives 
appearing  to  be  elected,  and  that  that  list  contained  the  names  of 
Republicans  enough  to  constitute  a  majority? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  not  hear  of  that? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  of  such  a  tiling. 

Question.  Did  you  never  see  that  list? 

Answer.  I  never  saw  it. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  know  of  but  one  list  and  one  Report 
made  up  by  the  Committee  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  swear  here  that  you  never  saw  or  heard  of  but  one 
list  of  elected  members  or  Senators,  made  up  by  the  Committee  on 
Election  Returns  ? 

Answer.  Not  to  my  knowledge ;  I  have  no  remembrance  of  seeing 
but  a  single  list. 

Question.  Did  you  never  inspect  but  one  list? 

Answer.  I  am  very  sure  I  have  no  remembrance  of  ever  seeing  or 
hearing  of  an}^  other. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  the  number  of  Representatives  on 
the  list  finally  approved  by  you  who  were  reckoned  Democrats  or 
Greenbackers? 
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Answer.  No ;  I  do  not  know  anj^thing  about  the  political  status  of 
either  party,  in  regard  to  the  matter. 

Question.  Had  you  any  doubt  when  you  finally  approved  the  list, 
as  made  out  and  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  him  to  make  up 
his  list  &om,  as  to  the  political  complexion  of  the  men  on  that  list? 

Answer.  I  knew  nothing  about  the  character  of  the  men  on  that 
list. 

Question.  Did  you  not  know  that  that  comprehended,  as  3'ou  sup- 
posed, seventy-eight  names  of  Democrats  or  Greenbackers  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  know  anything  about  the  political  standing  of 
any  of  the  parties.  They  were  all  strangers  to  me;  I  never 
inquired  into  it. 

Question.  Do  you  state  that,  when  that  list  was  finally  constituted 
and  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  approved  by  you,  you  did  not 
know  under  that  list  which  party  had  a  majority  ? 

Answer.  I  do  state  that,  positive. 

Question.  You  had  never,  yourself,  made  any  reckoning? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  a  surprise  to  you,  when  it  came  out  seventy- 
eight  Democrats  and  Greenbackers  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  so  understand. 

Question.  What  was  your  understanding? 

Answer.  All  the  understanding  was,  the  talk  I  heard,  that  there 
were  seventy-six  or  seventy-seven ;  I  do  not  know  anything  about 
the  political  status  of  the  parties. 

Question.  Did  you  not  know,  at  that  time,  when  the  final  list  was 
sent  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  approved  by  you,  that  it  contained  a 
majority  who  were  Democrats,  or  Greenbackers  ? 

Answer.  I  presume  such  was  the  case,  from  the  fact  there  were 
twelve  Representatives  from  the  cities  who  were  known  to  be 
Republicans, — Llewiston,  Portland,  Rockland,  Bath  and  Saco, — 
who  did  not  receive  their  certificates.  • 

Question.  Did  you  not  know  that,  independent  of  everybody 
thrown  oat,  that  list  which  you  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  con- 
tained a  majority  of  Democrats  and  Greenbackers  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  know  that  from  personal  inspections-only  gen- 
eral information — ^what  I  saw  in  the  papers.  As  to  the  complexion 
of  the  parties,  I  knew  nothing  about  their  standing. 

Question.  Was  not  the  matter  in  your  mind  and,  with  members 
of  the  Council,  canvassed,  as  to  the  politics  of  each  man  who 
appeared  upon  that  roll  ? 
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Answer.  No,  not  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  or  know. 

Question.  Did  yon  not  know,  from  the  conversations  there,  and 
from  the  general  information  fhrnished  by  newspapers  as  to  particu- 
lar cases,  what  were  the  politics  of  each  man  on  that  list? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  I  ask  you  again :  Are  you  willing  to  swear  here,  and  do 
you  swear,  that  when  you  made  up  your  list,  or  it  was  approved  by 
you,  and  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  for  him  to  make  his  list  of 
Representatives  from,  that  you  did  not  then  believe  and  know  that 
it  contained  upon  it  a  majority — ^more  than  half  of  the  whole  House 
of  Representatives— of  Democrats  and  Greenbackers  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  know  the  fact. 

Question.  Did  you  not  believe  that  to  be  the  fact? 

Answer,  I  had  the  impression  from  what  I  saw  in  the  newspapers, 
but  as  matter  of  fact  I  did  not  know. 

Qtiestion.  How  could  the  newspapers  know  what  your  list  was? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  they  could. 

Question.  How  could  you  get  any  information  from  the  newspa- 
pers as  to  what  your  list  was  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  I  did.  When  that  matter  was  decided 
or  examined  by  me,  I  did  not  know  the  character  of  the  gentlemen 
who  were  elected,  and  I  do  not  know  to-day. 

Qtiestion.  Did  you  not  know,  when  you  issued  the  certificates 
based  upon  that  list,  to  members  elect,  under  the  action  of  \he  Gov- 
ernor and  Council,  that  you  were  issuing  certificates  to  Democrats 
and  Greenbackers  enough  to  cover  a  majority  of  the  House, — ^to 
make  a  quorum? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  know  the  character  of  those  gentle- 
men at  all ;  I  did  not  inquire  into  it  and  did  not  desire  to. 

Question.  When  you  issued  a  certificate  to  a  member  you  did  not 
know  his  politics  ? 

Answer.  Exactly.  • 

Question.  After  the  certificates  were  issued  and  after  the  result 
had,  become  public,  was  it  then  you  first  knew  3'ou  had  issued  a 
majority  of  the  certificates  to  Democrats  and  Greenbackers  ? 

Answer.  So  far  as  my  knowledge  goes. 

Question.  You  were  acting,  up  to  the  time  of  the  issuing  of  them, 
entirely  ignorant  of  any  such  puipose  ? 

Answer.  I  was  acting  purely  on  the  ground  of  constitutional  law 
in  regard  to  those  cases,  regardless  of  what  the  facts  were  as  to 
their  politics. 
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QuesHon.  Did  you  not  know  under  yourconstruction  of  Constitu- 
tional  law  when  a  Republican  was  counted  out  or  a  Democrat  or 
Greenbacker  counted  in? 

Answer.  No ;  I  did  not  ask  anything  about  the  politics  of  a  man, 
and  I  do  not  know  to-day  quite  a  number. 

Alonzo  Garcelon,  resumed,  March  12,  P.  M. 

Question.  When  we  went  to  dinner  I  was  examining  you  with 
reference  to  the  final  lists  of  Senators  and  Members.  From  what 
list  did  you  act  in  making  out  certificates  for  the  Senate  and  House? 

Anstoer.  No  other  than  the  returns  themselves. 

Question.  Did  you,  yourself,  examine  each  retam  and  all  the  tab- 
ulations, or  did  you  make  out  your  certificats  from  a  list. 

Answer.  Of  course  I  did  not  examine  all  the  returns  myself,  only 
those  there  was  any  question  about. 

Question.  From  what  list  did  you  make  out  the  certificates  ? 

Answer.  No  other  than  the  returns  themselves,  as  they  were[[tab- 
ulated. 

Question.  How  did  you  get  at  the  result? 

Answer.  With  the  list  that  the  Committee  made  out. 

Question.  From  the  Reports  of  the  Committee  on  Elections,  who 
made  a  final  list  that  you  acted  from  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  which  was  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  for  him 
to  make  up  his  list  from  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you,  in  any  way,  help  to  make  up  that  list? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  That  list  was  made  up,  was  it  not,  in  a  Report  fk>m  the 
Committee  on  Election  Returns,  as  the  final  result  of  their  exami- 
nation? 

Ansioer.  I  understand  so.  But  the  report,  as  made  at  first,  was 
not  made  in  full,  and  perhaps  the  answer  I  gave,  that  I  did  not 
assist  in  making  up  the  list,  might  properly  be  modified,  in  that 
several  cases  were  referred  to  me,  as  to  what  my  judgment  was,  as 
to  the  correct  determination.     That  is  the  modification. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  what  some  of  those  cases  were  ? 

Answer.  I  remember  one  case  in  particular — ^that  of  Dr.  Smith, 
Senator  elect  from  Lincoln — ^in  regard  to  the  initials. 

Question.  What  other  case? 
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Answer,  My  recollection  is,  that  Mr.  Powers  called  my  attention 
to  one  case,  where  I  saw  that  the  name  "Alford,"  or  ''Alfard,"  was 
not  so  tabulated,  but  was  tabulated  the  same  as  ^  ^Alfred."  I  caused 
that  to  be  corrected  afterwards.  With  a  few  of  those  corrections, 
the  answer  is  correct. 

Queation.  Do  you  recollect  any  other? 

Answer,  I  think  the  question  of  the  Hills,  in  the  Exeter  case,  and 
a  few  questions  of  that  kind,  where  there  was  anj'  question. 

Question,  The  final  list,  or  lists,  covering  Senators  and  Members, 
after  being  submitted  to  you,  was  approved  by  you,  was  it  not? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  that  was  the  list  upon  which  you  acted  in  giving 
the  certificates,  and  upon  which  the  Secretary  of  State  acted  in 
making  out  his  roll? 

Answer.  I  suppose  so ;  I  have  no  knowledge  of  anything  to  the 
contrary. 

Question.  I  pass  to  you  paper  marked  "  Exhibit  L,  O,  D.  B., 
Clerk  of  Committee;'  dated,  ''  In  CouncU  Dec,  13,  1879,"  with  tiie 
following  heading : 

••'The  Committee  on  Election  Returns,  to  which  was  referred  the 
returns  of  votes  given  in  on  the  eigfhth  day  of  September,  1879,  in  the 
several  cities,  towns  and  plantations,  in  the  State,  for  Representatives  to 
the  fifty-ninth  Legislature,  having  carefully  examined  the  same  report  in 
part  that  the  following  named  persons  appear  to  have  received  a  plurality 
of  votes  cast  in  their  respective  districts,  and  are  elected  Representatives 
thereof,  viz :" 

Examine  that  and  see  if  you  ever  have  seen  it  before,  or  exam- 
ined  it,  or  had  an}-  part  in  its  make  up? 

Ansiver.  [Witness  examines  paper.]     I  cannot  tell  you. 

Question.  You  have  looked  at  the  paper  since  I  handed  it  to  you, 
have  3'ou  ? 

Ansvjer.  I  have. 

Question.  Do  you  recognize  that  as  a  paper  3'ou  have  ever  seen 
before  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  remember  that  I  ever  examined  it  particularly ; 
I  presume  the  Report  was  made  in  Council,  accepted  and  approved 
and  it  passed  directly  to  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  as  was  usually 
the  case. 

Question,  Do  you  recognize  the  hand  writing  in  which  the  body 
of  the  Report  is  made  ? 

Answer,  I  should  judge  that  to  be  Mr.  Pishon's  hand  writing,  but 
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I  cannot  say.  He  was  the  man  who  made  the  tabulations.  I  am 
not  snfScientlj  familiar  with  the  hand  writing  to  swear,  but  it  looks 
like  his. 

Que^ion.  You  have  no  doubt  that  is  an  ofl9cial  document? 
Answer.  I  presume  that  to  be,  so  far  as  I  have  any  knowledge. 
Question.  Did  you  notice,  in  looking  this  over,  that  in  several 
cases  this  Report  has  been  changed,  the  names  of  persons  first  writ- 
ten in  as  Representatives  have  been  erased  or  crossed  out  with  an 
ink  line,  and  other  names  written  in  instead? 
Answer.  I  noticed*  one  name. 

Q^est^on.  Look  at  the  county  of  Androscoggin,  and  state  what 
name  you  find  that  had  first  been  written  in  and  erased,  and  what 
name  written  in  instead? 

Answer.  The  name  of  "  William  H.  Thomas^'  was  first  written 
in,  and  then  ^''Leonard  H.  BealJ' 

Question.  The  name  of  *'  William  H.  Hiomas**  was  first  carried 
out,  and  then  stricken  out? 

Answer.  Yes,  and  the  name  of  ^^  Leonard  H.  BeaV*  written  in, 
in  pencil. 

Question.  Was  the  certificate  in  that  case  given  to  Mr.  Beal  ? 
Answer.  I  think  so.    That  was  one  of  the  cases  that  the  final 
decision  was  not  made  till  a  day  or  two  before  or  almost  up  to  the 
time. 

Question.  Look  at  the  next  county,  Aroostook  ? 
Anstcer.  The  name  of  ^*'John  Burnhwm^^^  in  the  Sherman  District, 
is  erased,  and  ^^ Alfred  Cushman"  is  written  Instead. 

Question.  To  whom  was  the  certificate  given  by  j-ou,  in  that  case? 
Answer.  I  think  to  Cushman.  That  was  the  case  to  which  my 
attention  was  called.;  I  think  Mr.  Powers  stated  to  me  that  the  tab- 
ulation was  wrong ;  I  looked,  and  found  he  was  right  as  regards 
"Alfred"  and  *'Alford."  He  further  stated  to  me,  that  Bumham 
would  be  elected,  but  on  looking  at  the  tabulation  I  found  that  was 
not  the  fact,  even  changing  the  Alfred. 
Question.  The  next  is  Franklin  ? 

Answer.  ^^John  R.  Eaton"  is  struck  out,  and  ^^ James  0.  WJiite" 
written  in. 

Question.  Who  received  the  certificate  in  that  case  ? 
Answer.  White. 

Question.  Pass  to  the  next,  Hancock  county? 
Answer.  "  Oliver  P.  Bragdon"  stricken  out  and  ^^  James  Fly e" 
substituted. 
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Q^e8tion,  Who  received  the  certificate  there? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know ;  I  have  no  remembrance. 

Qu.e8tion.  Don't  you  remember  whom  3'ou  gave  it  to  ? 

Answer.  No ;  I  don't  remember  the  case ;  I  remember  something 
about  Oliver  P.  Bragdon  but  nothing  about  the  opposing  candidate 
or  the  one  to  whom  certificate  was  given. 

Qiu/estion.  You  did  not  know  what  Bragdon's  politics  were? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  And  don't  to-day? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  not  know  Flye's  politics? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 
'  Question.  Don't  to-day? 

Answer.  I  never  heard. 

Question.  What's  the  next? 

Answer.  The  next  is  Embden.  ^^Amos  W.  Hilton'*  is  stricken 
out  and  ^^Amos  Hilton''  written  in. 

Question.  Any  recollection  about  that? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Don't  remember  who  had  the  certificate? 

Answer.  No,  sir.     That  is  all  there  are,  I  believe. 

Question.  As  you  go  along,  do  you  notice,  on  the  left  hand  mai^^ 
of  the  page,  letters  opposite  certain  names? 

Answer.  I  notice  the  letter  "(?." 

Question.  Opposite  the  names  ? 

Answer.  Opposite  certain  names. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  was  the  significance  of  that  letter 
'^(7,"  as  marked  opposite  those  names? 

Answer.  No ;  I  presume,  but  I  have  no  knowledge ;  I  never  saw 
them  there  before. 

Question.  What  do  you  suppose? 

Answer.  I  presume  it  means  **6reenbacker." 

Question.  But  you  knew  nothing  of  anything  of  the  kind  at  the 
time? 

Answer.  Nothing. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  you  made  out  your  certificates  to 
Bepresentatives  from  this,  or  from  another  one,  made  up  later? 

Answer.  I  cannot  teU  you. 

Question.  You  have  no  knowledge? 

Answer.  No ;  only  that  the  certificates  were  brought  to  me  and  I 
presumed  they  were  in  accordance  with  the  list. 
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Question,  This  list,  or  which  ever  was  the  list  finally  adopted, 
most  have  been  accepted  by  the  whole  Council  and  approved  by  the 
Governor  before  it  would  have  official  force  ? 
Answer.  I  presume  so ;  that  was  the  understanding. 
Question.  Have  you  any  recollection  whether  you  approved  this 
list  or  not?  % 

Answer.  I  have  a  recollection  that  I  approved  the  Report  that  was 
made  at  the  time.  There  were  three  or  four  cases  at  the  time  the 
Report  was  made,  that  were  deferred,  and  subsequently  acted  upon 
separately. 

Question.  Whatever  list  you  finally  approved,  making  it  the  act 
of  the  Governor  and  Council  as  a  basis  for  you  to  act  upon  in  issu- 
ing certificates,  you  approved  with  a  knowledge  of  what  it  contained  ? 
Answer.  I  so  understand  it. 

Question.  Did  I  understand  you  correctly,  before  dinner,  to  state 
that,  when  that  list  was  completed,  approved  by  you  and  became  of 
official  force,  and  wa^  the  basis  of  your  action  in  granting  certificates, 
you  did  not  know  what  were  the  politics  of  the  different  gentlemen 
whose  names  were  found  upon  the  list,  and  to  whom  you  gave  cer- 
tificates? 
Answer.  I  so  state ;  excepting  in  a  very  few  instances. 
Question.  Did  you  not  know  that  you  were  issuing  certificates  to 
seventy-eight  Democrats  and  Greenbackers,  and  sixty-one  Repub- 
licans, and  had  thrown  out  twelve  other  members  from  different 
cities  and  towns? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  knew  we  had  not  given  certificates  to  other 
members  ;  I  cannot  say  how  many ;  I  only  knew  of  each  individual 
case  being  decided  upon  its  merits. 

Question.  Did  you  not  know  you  were  issuing  certificates  to 
seventy-eight  Democrats  and  Greenbackers  and  sixty-one  Repub- 
iicuis? 

Answer.  I  did  not  know  that,  and  do  not  know  it  to-day. 
Qitestion.  That  matter  was  not  discussed  in  your  presence,  as  to 
the  number  you  were  making  up  of  Fusionists  ? 
Answer.  I  do  not  think  I  ever  heard  the  matter  discussed. 
Questi€>n.  Or  the  number  of  Republicans  you  were  giving  cer- 
tificates to? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember. 
Question.  You  do  not  remember? 
Anstoer.  No. 

85 
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Question.  Was  not  the  question  discassed,  whether  or  not  you 
were  issuing  certificates  enough  to  make  a  quorum  of  Democrats 
and  Greenbackers  ? 

Answer.  Not  to  my  knowledge,  in  the  Council. 

Question.  Was  it  anywhere  else  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  some  general  talk  about  it  in  the  street,  or  in  the 
house,  or  about  the  premises,  but  no  definite  knowledge. 

Question.  With  whom  did  you  talk  more  oV  less  upon  that  subject 
outside  of  the  Council? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  you.  The  matter  was  referred  to  incident- 
ally by  several  parties ;    I  cannot  recall  the  names  of  anybody  now. 

Question.  You  did  not  know,  when  you  issued  the  certificates,  that 
3'ou  were  giving  seventy-eight  to  one  party  and  sixty-one  to  the 
other,  and  throwing  out  twelve  cities  and  towns? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  swear  to  that  now,  as  before  dinner  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  I  do. 

Question.  When  did  you  first  learn  that  you  had  happened  to 
issue  certificates  to  seventy-eight  Greenbackers  and  Democrats  and 
sixt3'-one  Republicans? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  you  exactly  when ;  I  saw  it  in  the  papers, 
probably. 

Question.  Learned  fh>m  the  papers  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  But  before  that  you  did  not  know,  from  your  own 
knowledge,  or  from  general  repute,  or  from  discussion  in  the  Coun- 
cil? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  The  first  intimation  I  ever  had,  that  called 
my  attention  at  all  to  it,  was  on  a  slip  of  paper  I  picked  up  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  I  think  several  days  after  the  issuing  of  the  cer- 
tificates, on  which,  if  my  recollection  serves  me,  was  a  rough  sketch 
— ^that  there  would  be  about  seventy  and  seventj'-one,  I  think,  or 
seventy  and  seventy-two  on  either  side.  That  was  the  only  thing. 
There  was  no  name  to  it,  and  I  put  no  reliance  on  that. 

Question.  You  found  afterwards,  on  the  table  of  the  Council,  a 
memorandum  of  figuring  of  the  political  result,  that  showed  seventy 
on  one  side  and  seventj^-one  on  the  other? 

Answer.  I  think,  something  like  that ;  I  will  not  be  positive  to 
the  number,  but  nearly  balanced. 

Question.  When  you  found  that,   did  you  not  know  that  was 
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entirely  different  from  the  political  complexion  of  the  House  as 
made  by  your  certificates? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  know  anything  about  it. 

Queatiiyiu  When  3^ou  found  that  memorandum,  stating  it  was  about 
evenly  divided,  some  time  after  you  issued  the  certificates,  you  did 
not  know  but  that  memorandum  was  a  true  statement  of  the  facts? 

Afiswer,  I  did  not  know  whether  true  or  false;  I  saw  it  was 
figuring  on  a  sheet  of  paper,  by  somebody ;  I  did  not  know  how  it 
came  there. 

Question,  When  did  you  first  learn  there  were  seventy-eight  Dem- 
ocrats and  Greenbackers  and  sixty-one  Bepublicans  ? 

Answer,  I  cannot  tell  you. 

Question,  Was  it  a  surprise  to  you  when  you  learned  it? 

Answer,  I  was  a  little  surprised ;  rather  a  pleasing  one,  too.  The 
real  fact  about  it  was,  I  cared  but  little  about  it. 

Questixm.  So,  that  really  all  your  action  in  that  had  no  view  what- 
ever as  to  the  political  complexion  of  the  houses  and  you  did  not 
know  what  that  political  complexion  was  till  after  the  result  was 
announced? 

Answer,  I  swear  to  that. 

Question.  So  that,  if  there  was  any  object,  on  the  part  of  any 
gentlemen  there  who  were  instrumental  in  making  up  this  list,  to 
secure  a  result  you  knew  nothing  about  it? 

Answer,  I  knew  nothing  of  it  and  had  no  hand  or  part  other  than 
to  decide  each  individual  case  by  the  merits  of  the  case,  as  I  under- 
stood the  Constitution  and  law. 

Question,  Tou  endeavored  in  each  case  to  do  it? 

Answer,  I  did  endeavor  to  do  it  and  believe  I  did  do  it. 

Question,  The  marks  of  ^^  G"  along  on  the  margin  of  this  list 
were  not  made  by  you  ? 

Answer.  No ;  nor  any  other  mark  on  any  other  tabulation  or  list 
that  can  be  produced. 

Question,  If  anybody  did  that  for  the  purpose  of  getting  informa- 
tion it  was  without  your  knowledge  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  were  in  complete  ignorance  of  that  feature  ? 

Answer,  I  was  entirely. 

Question,  I  understood  you  to  state  that  your  only  object  in  com- 
pleting this  examination  and  arriving  at  the  results  upon  which  you 
were  to  issue  certificates,  was  to  carry  out  the  Constitution  and  the 
laws? 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  have  so  stated  have  you  not,  in  many  places  sinoe 
that  time,  both  in  private  and  public? 

Answer,  I  have. 

Question,  You  still  adhere  to  that  now  ? 

Answer,  I  do  still  adhere  to  that  statement. 

Question,  Is  it  your  belief  that  it  was  possible  for  yon,  in  a  mat- 
ter of  this  importance,  to  have  arrived  at  a  result  based  upon  the 
Constitution  and  laws,  without  understanding  the  merits  of  each 
contested  case  ? 

Answer,  I  suppose  such  a  thing  might  be  possible,  providing  the 
facts  were  not  produced  before  me,  but,  as  they  appeared  on  the 
returns,  I  think  not. 

Question,  It  was  your  endeavor  in  each  case,  where  any  question 
arose,  to  examine,  yourself,  into  the  merits  of  each  case  and  the 
points  upon  which  it  was  decided? 

Answer.  In  regard  to  cases  that  came  to  my  knowledge,  where  I 
understood  there  was  any  dispute. 

Question,  You  were  called  upon  to  issue  every  certificate? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  feel  justified  in  doing  that  without  knowing 
the  grounds  upon  which  every  man  who  was  counted  out,  was 
counted  out? 

Answer,  1  do  not  understand  that  anybody  was  counted  out.  The 
returns  came  in ;  there  was  the  case  of  one  town  and  another ;  the 
question  was  what  were  those  returns  ?  did  they  correspond  with  the 
Constitution  and  laws  ?  and  an  examination  of  those  indicated  to  my 
mind,  so  far  as  it  was  possible  to  obtain  any  knowledge  in  them, 
what  I  regarded  as  the  correct  decision. 

Question,  Whether  you  were  able  to  intelligently  arrive  at  that 
conclusion,  that  you  were  carrying  out  the  Constitution  and  laws, 
unless  you  knew  what  the  points  were  in  the  case  and  how  the  law 
applied? 

Answer,  I  think  I  was  doing  perfectly  right,  because  the  law  does 
not  make  the  Governor  and  Council  the  judges  as  to  the  party  who 
is  actually  elected,  but  simply  upon  the  legality  of  the  returns. 

Question.  Confining  yourself  to  the  legality  of  the  returns,  were 
you  able  to  carry  out  the  Constitution  and  laws  in  any  given  case 
unless  you  knew  about  that  case?  for  instance,  was  it  safe  for  yoa 
to  depend  upon  the  Council  without  looking  into  it  yourself? 
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« 

Answer.  I  presumed  the  Council  were  honorable  men,  and  honest, 
and  reported  the  tabulation  of  the  returns  correctly.  In  a  great 
majority  of  cases  where  there  was  no  question,  as  I  understood,  I 
did  not  personally  look  into  the  matter ;  but  where  there  was  a  case 
of  doubt  I  looked  into  the  matter  and  decided  as  I  thought  best,  so 
far  as  my  own  judgment  went,  in  regard  to  this,  that  or  the  other 
particular  case. 

Question.  Did  you  believe,  either  by  the  confidence  which  you  had 
in  the  Council  or  by  your  own  examination,  that  in  every  case  where 
a  certificate  was  issued  you  were  based  upon  the  Constitution  and 
laws? 

Answer,  That  was  my  judgment  and  belief. 

Question.  You  believed  you  were  acting  not  only  honestly  but 
intelligently? 

Answer.  I  have  been  called  a  natural  bom  fool  in  some  papers, 
and  perhaps  I  was  not  capable  of  exercising  any  inteUigence,  but, 
so  far  as  the  honesty  is  concerned,  I  did  that  which  I  believed  to  be 
perfectly  legitimate. 

Question.  You  did  not  believe  you  were  proceeding  in  a  blind  way  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  think  so. 

Question.  You  believed  you  were  acting  honestly  and  intelligently  ? 

Answer.  That  was  my  judgment. 

Question.  By  the  time  the  final  list  was  made  out,  you  knew  there 
had  been  a  good  deal  of  controversy  about  diflferent  cases  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  about  what  law  could  be  invoked  to  reject^  a  return 
or  admit  it? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  all  of  the  various  questions  that  had  come  up  by 
that  time  had  been  fhlly  discussed  by  the  public  in  the  State  of 
Maine,  and  elsewhere? 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  And  also  by  the  members  of  the  Council,  and  your- 
self? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  arriving  at  the  result  upon  which  you  acted,  were 
certain  rules  laid  down  and  certain  principles  adopted  under  which 
you  acted  in  certificating  men  for  the  Senate  and  House  ? 

Answer.  There  were. 

Question.  Do  3'ou  remember  that  there  was  a  promulgation  through 
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the  Committee  on  Election  Retm*ns,  of  the  propositions  upon  which 
they  had  acted  in  completing  the  list? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  to  what  you  refer. 

Question,  Do  you  not  remember,  that  near  the  end  of  this  contro- 
versy a  Report  from  the  Committee  on  Election  Returns  of  the  rea- 
sons upon  which  they  had  acted,  appeared  from  them  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  that  Report,  and  the  announcement  of  the  propo- 
sitions contained  in  it,  made  without  consultation  with  you  ? 

Answer,  I  think  not ;  I  think  the  matter  was  discussed. 

Question,  Was  it  made,  then,  after  consultation  with  you,  in  con- 
formity with  your  views,  or  did  you,  or  do  you  take  issue  with  the 
views  presented  there? 

Answer,  So  far  as  I  remember,  there  is  no  issue  to  be  taken ;  so 
far  as  I  understand. 

Question,  So  far  as  you  understand,  the  propositions  contained  in 
that  Report  embody  not  only  the  Council's  views  of  the  law,  but 
3'our  own  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  so  believe  now  ? 

Answer,  I  do. 

Question,  Was  it  your  endeavor,  and  your  course  of  action,  to 
make  application  of  the  same  principles  of  law  which  governed  you 
to  both  sides,  politically? 

Answer,  Precisely,  in  every  instance. 

Question,  So  that,  wherever  a  rule  was  laid  down  you  made  it 
cut  clear  through  ? 

Answer.  That  was  the  design.  I  believe  it  was  carried  out,  so 
far  as  I  know. 

Question,  Do  you  remember  a  single  instance  where  a  Republican 
or  Democrat  was  allowed  to  correct  the  roll,  as  to  the  name  of  the 
candidate  ? 

Answer,  Not  an  instance. 

Question,  What  was  the  rule  adopted  by  the  Committee  where 
the  returns  showed  a  difference  in  the  name  of  a  candidate ;  two 
names  appearing  nearly  similar  but  actually  different ;  did  you  count 
them  for  one  or  each? 

Answer,  I  counted  them  for  each,  under  the  rule  of  the  Supreme 
Court. 

Question,  You  made  that  an  invariable  rule  ? 
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Answer,  So  far  as  I  know ;  I  never  have  known  of  any  instance 
to  the  contrar}'  and  never  heard  of  any. 

Question,  Do  you  recollect  the  case  of  the  Washington  County 
Candidate  for  Senator  on  the  Fusion  ticket,  John  T.  Wallace,  Jr.  ? 
Anstoer.  I  do. 

Question.  In  that  case  some  of  the  returns  were  for  "  John  T. 
Wallace"  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
Question.  How  were  they  counted  ? 
Answer.  John  T.  Wallace,  as  I  supposed. 
Question.  Not  for  John  T.  Wallace,  Jr. 
Ansujer.  No. 

Question.    Was  it  on  the  principle  you  had  applied  in  certain 
Republican  cases  that  you  acted  in  that  case  ? 

Answer.  Precisely,  as  I  understand  the  matter.  There  was  some 
discussion  upon  this  question  of  "Jr."  I  understood  it  was  an  affix 
which  applied  to  a  different  person  from  John  T.  Wallace.  For 
instance,  there  is  Nelson  Dingley  and  a  Nelson  Dingle}',  Jr.,  two 
gentlemen  living  in  my  place;  one  of  them,  Nelson  Dingley,  Jr., 
has  been  voted  for  for  Governor  and  elected,  and  the  other,  quite  as 
respectable  and  worthy,  is  named.  Nelson  Dingley.  There  is  no 
possible  way  of  counting  those  votes  as  one.  I  agreed  with  the 
Opinion  of  the  Court  that  there  was  no  possible  way  of  coming  to  a 
conclusion  without  so  deciding.  I  am  very  positive  I  saw  the  tabu- 
lation of  "John  T.  Wallace,  Jr.,"  in  a  separate  column. 

Question.  Of  these  Washington  county  returns,  did  you  make  a 
special  examination,  yourself? 

Answer.  Only  in  two  or  three  cases,  where  there  was  a  question. 
Question.  And  where  this  question  of  name  came  up? 
Ajnswer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  was  one  of  the  propositions  laid  d6wn  and  acted 
upon  by  you  and  the  Council  ? 

^nsioer.  I  so  understood.  That  was  a  proposition  laid  down,  and 
I  supposed  it  to  have  been  acted  upon  in  every  instance ;  it  was,  so- 
far  as  I  know. 

Question.  I  find  in  the  Report,  and  I  call  3'our  attention  to  it,  that 
another  proposition  laid  down  was,  that  each  of  the  Selectmen  or 
municipal  officers  signing,  must  sign  themselves  ? 
jinswer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  that  where  it  appeared  that  the  signatures  were^ 
evidently  in  one  hand  writing,  the  return  was  thrown  out? 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  that  another  rule  adopted? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  insisted  upon,  religiously? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  On  both  sides  ? 

Answer    I  so  understand  it. 

Question.  I  find,  also,  and  call  your  attention  to  it,  that  the  Coan- 
cQ  adopted  a  rule  that  the  whole  number  of  ballots  must  be  oorrectlj 
stated.     Was  that  rule  adopted  and  followed  out? 

Answer.  Correctly  stated  ? 

Question.  That  the  whole  number  of  ballots  in  the  return  must 
appear. 

Answer.  ^^  Must  appear ;"  yes,  that  was  the  rule. 

Question.  Was  that  rule  followed  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  In  one  instance  or  two,  I  guess,  for  instance 
in  the  city  of  Augusta,  there  was  evidently  a  clerical  error  in  making 
the  return  of  the  whole  number  of  ballots  the  same  as  the  persons 
voted  for,  where  it  was  evident  that  the  nimiber  of  votes  were 
counted  as  ballots,  and  the  case  was  admitted. 

Question.  But  if  there  was  an  error  in  the  actual  number  of  votes 
cast  for  the  candidate,  which  did  not  agree  with  the  whole  number 
as  given? 

Answer.  If  it  did  not  explain  itself.  There  was  considerable  dis- 
cussion on  the  question  whether  the  city  of  Augusta  ought  to  come 
under  that  rule. 

Question.  K  you  found,  for  instance,  there  was  a. mistake  in 
reckoning  up  for  Senators  all  the  votes  for  each  one  of  four,  thus 
doubling  or  quadrupling  the  number  of  votes,  and  that  mistake 
Appeared  to  coiTect  itself  you  did  not  throw  out? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  But  in  any  case  where  the  whole  number  of  ballots  was 
stated  and  gave  the  number  of  votes  for  the  candidates,  and  thev 
did  not  add  up  that  way,  you  threw  out? 

Answer.  Yes,  we  rejected. 

Question.  All  the  way  through? 

Answer.  I  so  understand. 

Question.  Applied  to  both  ? 

Answer.  I  understand  so. 

Question.  You  so  understood  and  do  now? 
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Answer.  Yes. 

Qysstion.  For  instance,  if  the  whole  number  of  ballots  was  stated 
to  be  five  hundred,  and  the  votes  for  the  different  candidates  amounted 
to  four  hundred  and  eighty,  it  was  thrown  out? 

Answer.  Yes ;  rejected,  because  there  was  a  discrepancy,  and  you 
could  not  tell.  That  was  the  principle  upon  which  the  decision  was 
made. 

Question.  Of  course,  if  no  whole  number  of  ballots  was  stated  at 
all  it  was  thrown  out? 
Afiswer.  Yes,  sir,  rejected. 
Qfiestion.  That  was  a  fatal  error? 
Ansu?er.  We  so  regarded. 

Question.   Was  it  another  rule  adopted  that  where  it  did  not 
appear  that  the  returns  were  made  up  and  sealed  up  in  open  town 
meeting  they  were  rejected? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  rule  cut  clear  through  on  both  sides  ? 
Answer.  Yes ;  I  believe  there  is  only  one  case  that  occurred ;  that 
is  my  remembrance. 

Question.  What  case  was  that? 

Answer.  A  town  on  the  Penobscot ;  I  foi^et  it  now ;  was  it  Stock- 
ton? 

Question.  You  do  not  remember  any  other  that  was  affected  by 
that  fact? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  remember  of;  I  examined  what  was  alleged 
to  be  the  return,  or  the  envelope,  and  it  was  perfectly  clear  to  my 
mind  it  never  had  been  sealed  or  attempted  to  be  sealed. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  that  your  point  was  that  the  returns  were 
not  made  up  or  were  not  sealed  up  in  open  town  meeting? 
Answer.  That  they  were  not  sealed  up. 

Qyiestion.  Was  one  proposition  that  you  went  on,  that  the  return 
mast  be  made  up  in  open  town  meeting? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  whether  that  affected  any  case? 
Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Did  you  make  another  rule,  that  where  no  number  of 
votes  appeared  opposite  the  name  of  the  candidate,  the  return  was 

rejected  ? 

Ansmer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  follow  that  rule? 

Anstper.  I  so  understand  it. 
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Question.  Equally  applicable  to  both  parties  ? 

Answer.  I  so  understand  it. 

Question.  What  course  in  reference  to  questions  comii^  up  under 
these  different  rules,  which  you  made  for  both  sides,  did  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Council  pursue  as  to  allowing  corrections  under  the  stat- 
ute of  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-seven  ? 

Answer.  By  the  record. 

Question.  Did  you  allow  corrections  to  be  made  by  the  record? 

Answer.  We  did ;  where  there  was  any  correction  to  be  made,  so 
far  as  I  know.  I  do  not  remember  where  the  record  was  brought  in 
that  there  was  any  disagreement  between  the  record  and  the  return. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  any  case  where  the  errors  appearing 
on  the  face  of  the  returns  were  corrected  by  the  record  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Do  you  think  there  was  any  case  on  either  side  where 
that  was  permitted  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not ;  I  cannot  recollect  anv. 

Question.  Was  that  course  applied  equally  to  Republicans  as  wcU 
as  Democrats  and  Greenbackers  ? 

Answer.  I  understand  so ;  intended  to  be. 

Question.  No  correction  was  made  by  reason  of  the  record  appear- 
ing to  be  different  from  the  returns  ? 

Answer.  Not  so  far  as  I  know ;  I  heard  of  no  case. 

Question.  You  would  feel  you  ought  to  know  about  it,  to  have 
decided  it? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  would  have  taken  pains  to  examine  into  it? 

Answer.  I  think  I  did ;  that  was  my  understanding. 

Question.  The  responsibility  rested  upon  you  to  issue  the  certifi- 
cates? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  No  case  was  presented  to  me  but  the  record 
agreed ;  for  instance,  in  the  city  of  Portland,  and  town  of  Danforth. 
and  several  other  towns  that  I  do  not  remember  particularly  now. 

Question.  Where  the  name  was  spelled  differently,  what  was  3'our 
rule,  to  count  it  for  the  two,  or  one  ? 

Answer.  My  rule  was,  to  count  it  as  it  was  written. 

Question.  Not  for  the  one  man  ? 

An,sweT.  For  both. 

QuefAion.  It  would,  of  course,  deprive  the  candidate  of  a  certain 
number  of  votes  ? 

Answer,  It  might,  and  might  not. 
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Question,  That  was  applied  to  both  sides  ? 

Answer.  It  was  designed  to  so  apply  in  both  instances. 

Question,  I  go  back  to  your  statement  of  the  rule  adopted  in  the 
instance  of  John  T.  Wallace,  Jr. ,  and  also  your  statement  that  no 
correction  was  made  by  the  record,  and  ask  you  to  examine  the  Sen- 
atoiial  return  from  Robbinston,  in  Washington  county,  and  from  that 
read  to  me  the  candidates'  names  as  they  appear,  and  the  number  of 
votes  opposite  each? 

Answer,  ^^ Austin  Harris^  95;  Alden  Bradford^  97;  James  R, 
Talbot,  63;  John  T.  WaUace,  65," 

Question,  That  is  clearly  ''John  T,  Wallace r* 

Answer,  Yes ;  no  doubt  about  it  ^  isn't  it  so  tabulated? 

Question,  I  ask  you  to  look  at  the  Senatorial  tabulation  of  Rob- 
binston, and  see  to  whom  the  sixt^'-five  votes,  under  this  rule  which 
you  established  for  both  sides,  are  tabulated  and  given  ? 

Answer,'  ''John  T,  Wallace,  Jr.'' 

Question,  He  received  the  benefit  of  the  sixty-five  votes  ? 

Answer,  He  did. 

Question,  Which,  by  the  return,  were  given  to  "Jb^n  T.  WallaceT' 

Answer,  Yes  ;  but  in  another  place  here  is  "John  T,  Wallace"  in 
town  of  Talmage. 

Question,  But  how  does  Eobbinston  read  ? 

Answer,  That  seems  to  be  a  mistake  in  tabulating,  or  a  design ; 
I  cannot  say  which. 

Question,  Did  you  know  anything  about  that? 

Answer,  No ;  I  looked  at  the  tabulation  of  John  T.  Wallace  — 
the  number  of  votes,  and  found  he  was  not  elected,  any  how,  so  that 
did  not  make  any  difference  ;  so  I  did  not  look  at  all  the  returns. 

Question,  But,  in  making  up  the  tabulation  this  rule  was  not 
followed? 

Answer,  It  seems  it  was  not  in  that  case. 

Question,  So  there  is  an  instance  where  it  did  not  apply  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  so  far  as  that  town  was  concerned. 

Question.  Did  you  know  what  were  the  politics  of  John  T.  Wal- 
lace, Jr.? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  not  know  but  he  was  a  Republican? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  to-day  but  he  is  a  Republican. 

Question,  Look  at  the  return  from  the  town  of  Deblois  and  see 
for  whoDQ  the  vote  is  thrown  there,  "John  T.  Wallace"  or  *'John  T. 

Wallace,  Jr." 
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Answer.  ''John  T.  Wallace:* 

Question.  Look  at  the  tabulation  and  see  for  whom  it  is  counted? 

Answer.  It  is  put  down  for  ''John  T   Wallace,  Jr." 

Question.  Did  you  know  that? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  That  then  was  against  this  rule  of  yours  ? 

AnMoer.  Yes  ;  but  after  looking  at  the  tabulation  and  seeing  the 
votes  returned  for  *'John  T.  Wallace,"  I  looked  at  the  result  and 
saw  it  made  no  sort  of  difference,  and  I  did  not  look  any  further. 

Question.  But  when  those  tabulations  were  made  up  from  time  to 
time  nobody  could  tell  the  result? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  that  was  wrongly  tabulated. 

Question.  Against  the  rule  which  you  adopted? 

Answer.  Yes,  su*. 

Question.  That  was  in  the  interest  of  John  T.  Wallace,  Jr. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  By  the  Robbinston  return  sixty-five  votes  were  adde<l 
to  John  T.  Wallace,  Jr.'s  list  wrongfully? 

Ansv^er.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  by  Deblois  seventeen  more? 

Answer.  Yes ;  and  the  presumption  is  that  that  tabulation  was 
made  by  the  Committee  before  the  rule  was  adopted. 

Question.  That  was  not  a  thing  you  examined  into  ? 

Answer.  That  tabulation,  as  to  comparison,  no,  I  never  compared 
the  returns. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  the  ground  on  which  that  Robbinston 
vote  was  thrown  out  or  tabulated  for  "John  T.  Wallace,  Jr.  ?" 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  If  that  was  done  by  the  Council  on  any  ground,  you 
were  not  informed  of  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  If  you  had  been  informed  of  it,  you  would  have  had 
that  tabulation  taken  away  fi-om  "John  T.  Wallace,  Jr.?" 

Answer.  Most  assuredly. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  this  affidavit,  marked  "Exhibit  9. 
G.  D.  JB.,  Clerk  of  Committee"  the  affidavit  or  Hiram  Hunt?  [Mr. 
Hale  reads  affidavit  of  Hiram  Hunt.]  And  there  are,  following  th.<it, 
to  the  same  effect,  the  affidavits  of  S.  O'Brion  and  J.  W.  Cox,  alfi- 
davits  taken  by  E.  K.  Smart ;  do  you  know  him  personally  ? 

Answer.  He  was  at  my  place  one  day,  I  think,  last  week  or  week 
before  last, — ^the  first  time  I  ever  saw  him. 
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Question.  From  Pembroke  ? 
Armoer.  He  said  he  was. 

Question.  You  never  had  know  him  at  the  time  he  took  those 
affidavits? 
Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  There  is  an  affidavit  made  by  three  voters  out  of  sixty- 
five,  that,  although  they  voted  for  John  T.  Wallace,  they  intended 
to  vote  for  John  T.  Wallace,  Jr.,  and  that  all  of  the  rest  of  the  sixty- 
five  intended  to  vote  for  John  T.  Wallace,  Jr.,  and  put  upon  the  files 
with  papers  of  the  Governor  and  Council.  Should  you  consider  that 
authority  for  correcting  the  return  and  counting  it  for  John  T.  Wal- 
lace, Jr.  ? 
Anstoer,  No,  sir. 

Qtieation.  Do  you  or  not,  hold  that  to  have  been  a  rank  violation 
of  law  and  the  principles  on  which  you  were  acting? 
Answer,  I  do. 

Question.  Do  you  deny  you  took  any  part  in  that? 
Anstoer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  denounce  it  as  having  been  opposed  to  your  rule  of 
action? 
Anstjoer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Had  you  known  of  that  would  you  have  rejected  this 
affidavit  at  once  and  tabulated  it  for  John  T.  Wallace? 

Answer.  I  should  have  paid  no  attention  to  the  affidavit  and  tabu- 
lated it  for  John  T.  Wallace. 

Question.  Did  you  know  anything  of  the  doings  of  this  man 
$mart,  in  going  about  getting  affidavits  upon  which  returns  were  to 
)e  corrected? 
Ansioer.  Not  till  within  the  last  few  days. 

Question.   Had  you  ever  heard  of  this  affidavit  till  I  presented  it 
D  joa  now  ? 
Answer.   No ;  I  never  heard  of  such  a  thing. 
Question.   While  these  things,  such  as  I  have  just  called  your 
Nation  to,   were  being  done  by  the  Committee  of  the  Council, 
here  were  tbey  holding  their  sessions? 

Answer.   I  presume  in  the  Council  Boom ;  I  have  no  knowledge  of 
ly  other  session. 

Qv^estion.   Where  was  the  Grovemor's  room  in  relation  to  the  room 
the  Council? 
Answer.   The  adjoining  room. 
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Question.  "With  a  door  opening  between  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  constant  communication,  is  there  not,  between  the 
two? 

Answer.  There  might  be. 

Question.  Is  not  that  the  common  course  of  business  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  when  any  necessity;  frequently  that  is  the 
case. 

Question.  The  door  is  open  much  of  the  time? 

Answer.  Not  but  very  little  when  I  was  there. 

Question.  Has  it  not  been  your  habit  to  run  in  and  out,  spending 
part  of  the  time  in  the  Governor's  Room  and  part  of  the  time  in  the 
room  of  the  Council  ? 

Answer.  Very  seldom,  excepting  when  in  session. 

Question.  Were  not  the  Council  in  the  habit  of  running  in  and 
out  of  your  room  and  conferring  with  3''ou  about  matters? 

Answer.  It  might  be  said  to  be  a  habit,  but  not  very  frequent. 

Question.  I  find  by  the  Council  Blotter,  that  during  this  time 
you  were  present  during  almost  every  day  of  the  meeting  of  the 
Council  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Where  was  your  time  usuall}^  spent? 

Ansvjer.  In  the  Executive  Chamber,  looking  after  matters  per- 
taining to  m}'  own  duties. 

Question.  During  the  time  they  were  tabulating  these  returns? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Would  it  not  have  been  natural,  after  you  had  adopted 
certain  propositions  that  were  to  be  carried  straight  through  and 
equally  applied  to  both  sides,  that  they  should  confer  with  you  when 
a  case  came  up  ? 

Answer.  I  have  no  doubt  they  did. 

Question.  Yet  you  say  this  Robbinston  matter  never  was  brought 
to  vour  attention? 

Answer.  It  never  was.  The  blank  tabulation  was  made  between 
the  last  of  October  and  the  seventeenth  of  November,  and  I  cannc-t 
say  how  much  of  this  was  copied  from  that ;  but  the  probabilities  art* 
that,  in  copying,  a  mistake  of  this  kind  might  have  occurred. 

Question.  This  is  the  final  tabulation  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  but  in  copying,  undoubtedl}',  the  derk  copied  &otD 
the  original  tabulation. 
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By  Mr.  STRICKLAND : 

Questicyfi.  This  is  not  the  original  tabulation  ? 
Answer,  No ;  I  presume  this  to  be  the  final  tabulation. 

Br  Mr.  HALE : 

Question.  There  appear,  in  this  final  tabulation,  no  erasures? 
Answer.  No ;  I  think  there  are  in  the  copy. 
Q^est^on.  Would  he  copy  erasures  ? 

Ansioer.  No;  the  probability  is,  he  copied  the  tabulation  as  it 
stood,  and  corrections  were  made  after  the  first  tabulation. 

Question.  But  this  is  the  final  tabulation,  which  gives  the  final 
result? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Upon  this  tabulation,  which  is  the  final  result,  the  vote 
of  Robbinston  is  counted  for  John  T.  Wallace,  Jr.  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
Question.  And  upon  this  affidavit? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  it  had  anything  to  do  with  the  afi^davit ; 
the  probability  is  that  the  vote  was  so  counted ;  I  recollect  very  dis- 
tinctly ;  I  cannot  tell  the  particular  time  the  matter  was  brought  up, 
that  the  question  came  up  as  to  whether  the  tabulation — ^take  the 
case  of  Wallace,  a  vote  returned  for  John  T.  Wallace — should  be 
the  same  as  one  for  John  T.  Wallace,  Jr. ;  I  know  several  members 
of  the  Council  were  of  the  opinion  it  should  be  counted  for  the  same 
man,  and  they  cited  authorities — I  do  not  know  but  some  of  the 
Judges. 

Question.  What  was  the  rule  finally  adopted? 
Answer.  That  it  should  be  counted  as  returned. 
Question.  For  the  two? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Then  why  does  it  not  appear  on  this  final  tabulation  ? 
Anstoer.  I  suppose  it  was  overlooked ;  I  do  not  undertake  to  ex- 
plain it ;   I  do  not  know  anything  about  it. 

Question.  That  is  a  case  you  knew  nothing  about? 
Answer.  No.  In  looking  over  that  final  tabulation  I  saw  that  there 
were  not  votes  enough  to  elect  John  T.  Wallace,  Jr.,  anyhow,  be- 
cause there  are  quite  a  number  of  those  towns  that  are  tabulated  for 
John  T.  Wallace ;  as  he  could  not  be  elected,  anyhow,  I  did  not 
believe  it  was  necessary  to  look  into  any  details  any  further  than 
that ;  I  did  not  know  of  this  fact ;  if  I  had,  I  should  have  insisted 
on  the  tabulation  of  the  names. 
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Q^e8tion.  Whatever  was  done  by  the  Council  in  this  tabulation  or 
any  other,  in  that  respect,  was  done  without  your  knowledge  ? 

Ansioer,  Yes,  sir ;  or  consent. 

Question.  I  come  now  to  the  rule  which  you  adopted  and  which  is 
stated  in  the  Report  of  the  Committee,  that  the  names  of  the  mu- 
nicipal officers  must  each  be  signed  in  person  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q^estion.  That  where  a  return  appeared  to  be  signed  all  by  one 
man  it  is  rejected  ? 

Answer.  Where  it  was  written  in  one  hand  writing  we  rejected. 

Question.  That  was  a  rule  that  applied  both  ways  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Upon  this  question  of  names  I  ask  you  to  look  at  the 
return  of  the  town  of  Kossuth,  marked  ''^  Exhibit  4.  O.  D.  JB.,  Clerk 
of  Committee"  and  see  how  it  appears  by  the  return — ^the  first  candi- 
date voted  for? 

Answer.  That  is  little  difficult  to  tell. 

Question,  How  does  it  read  to  you  as  you  look  at  it? 

Answer.  I  think  it  reads  very  much  like  "  great  A  little  Aron" ; 
"James  R.  Talbart." 

Question.  Under  your  rule,  how  would  that  be  tabulated? 

Answer.  That  is  one  of  the  rules  I  should  have  some  considerable 
doubt  about. 

Question.  What  does  it  appear  there,  as  ^^Tcdbartf* 

Answer.  Yes.  That  is  one  of  those  cases  where  I  can  see  that  a 
man  might  decide  it  either  way  without  any  great  violation  of  prin- 
ciple. 

Question.  Which  way  do  you  think  that  was  decided? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question-  Look  at  the  town  of  Kossuth,  and  see  to  whom  the 
nineteen  votes  which  in  the  return  are  for  ^' James  JR.  TaJharty*  are 
tabulated  ? 

Answer.  It  seems  to  be  tabulated  for  ''James  R.  Talbot." 

Question.  He  was  the  Democratic  candidate  ? 

Answer,  He  was  so  understood  to  be,  I  believe. 

Question.  He  received  a  certificate  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  think  that  is  a  case  that  might  be  decided  either 
way? 

Answer.  If  I  was  tabulating  that  myself,  I  should  put  that  in  a 
separate  column. 
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Question,  Did  you  know  this  was  put  in  the  colamn  of  ^^  James 
B.  Talbot?" 
Answer.  No,  sir. 
,         Question.  That  was  a  ease  where  the  result  was  very  close  and 
would  be  affected  by  a  few  votes,  why  did  you  not  examine  that? 
Answer.  I  presume  my  attention  was  not  called  to  the  fact. 
Question.  How  could  you  know  and  determine  in  a  very  close  case 
of  a  Senator,  whether  you  were  following  out  the  Constitution 
and  laws  and  giving  the  certificate  to  the  right  man,  unless  you 
examined  it? 

Answer.  I  could  determine  nothing  about  the  result  till  after  the 
tabulation  was  all  completed ;  I  must  necessarily  rely  on  the  Com- 
mittee as  regards  the  correctness  of  the  tabulation,  to  a  very  great 
extent. 

Question.  You  had  the  tabulation  before  you? 
Answer.  Yes ;  but  I  presumed  that  to  be  correct,  and  acted  upon 
that  presumption. 

Q;biestion.  Who  received  the  certificate  in  that  case? 
Answer.  James  R.  Talbot.     I  looked  at  the  footing  of  the  votes 
as  tabulated  and  supposed  it  was  tabulated  correctly. 

Question.  Look  at  that  return  again,  where  the  two  candidates 
stated  are  "James  R.  Talbart"  and  "John  T.  Wallace,  Jr."  and 
state  whether  the  number  of  votes   cast  appears  opposite  either 

name? 

Answer.  No ;  it  does  not. 

Question.  Then  you  would  not  have  tabulated  that  at  all? 

Answer.  No ;  I  should  not. 

Question.  That  was  a  wrong  tabulation? 

Answer.  That  is  my  judgment. 

Question.  On  double  grounds  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  act  of  the  Council  in  that  case  was  to  count  the 
vote  for  Mr.  Talbot,  the  first  candidate  on  the  Fusion  ticket,  and  for 
Mr.  Harris  the  first  candidate  on  the  Republican  ticket. 
Answer.   That  seems  to  be  the  tabulation  ? 

Question^'  Look  at  the  Senatorial  return  from  Staceyville,  county 
of  Penobscot,  and  see  if  you  find  just  such  a  case,  where  the  num- 
ber of  votes  is  not  carried  out  opposite  each  name  but  in  the  center 
of  the  najnes? 

36 
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Answer.  Yes,  with  a  bracket.  There  is  more  reason  for  oounting 
the  votes  here  than  in  the  other. 

Question.  How  would  you  tabulate  that? 

Answer.  My  own  judgment  would  be  that  would  be  fair,  although 
:not  strictly  Constitutional. 

Question.  Under  your  rule,  which  obliged  those  numbers  to  appear 
(Opposite  the  name  of  the  candidate,  could  either  of  them  be  taba- 
Jrted? 

An^foer.  No,  sir. 

Qxvestion.  In  Kossuth,  where  we  have  just  looked  at  the  retom, 
the  rotes  are  tabulated  and  given  only  to  the  first  candidates,  but  in 
StacejrriJle  they  are  counted  for  all? 

Anstioer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  know  anything  about  that  difference  of  appli- 
cation ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.     I  never  knew  an3rthing  about  that. 

Question.  Then  that  was  a  thing  going  on  in  the  CouncU,  in  the 
next  room  to  you,  tabulations  being  made  up,  and  the  final  tabok- 
tion  which  I  have  here,  made  up— a  tabulation  upon  which  you  were 
to  act — ^but  which  yom  knew  nothing  about? 

Answer.  That  would  seem  to  be  the  fact. 

Question.  If  you  had  known  of  that  difilBrent  application  of  the 
rule,  would  you  have  allowed  it? 

Answer.  My  own  judgment  would  be  that,  under  that  rule,  that 
ought  not  to  have  been  allowed. 

Question.  Look  at  the  Senatorial  return  from  the  plantation  of 
Lincoln ;  see  what  the  name  of  the  third  candidate  is? 

Answer.  Charles  Rankin. 

Question.  How  spelled  ? 

Answer.  Rankin. 

Question.  For  whom  should  that  have  been  tabulated  ? 

Answer.  Charles  Rankin. 

Question.  Look  at  the  return  under  Lincoln  plantation  and  see  for 
whom  it  is  tabulated? 

Answer.  Charles  Rankin. 

Question.  Rankin? 

Answer.  It  has  an  ^^  s"  on  the  end  of  it. 

Question.  What  would  you  call  that? 

Answer.  I  should  say  that  would  be  doubtful. 

Question.  In  a  case  of  that  kind  you  would  count  it  because  they 
sound  very  much  alike  ? 
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Answer.  Tes ;  I  never  heard  of  Rankin  and  Rankins  being  two 
different  names. 
Que^ion.  It  is  simply  the  addition  of  a  letter  to  the  end? 
Answer.  Yes  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  not  remember  that  in  certain  cases  of  Republi- 
cans the  vote  was  thrown  out  where  "e^  was  added  to  a  name? 
Answer.  I  do  not  remember  any  such  case. 
(Question.  Now,  I  will  show  you  from  the  town  of  Hanover,  same 
county,  a  return,  and  ask  you  for  whom  the  votes  were  thrown  on 
the  third  name  in  the  list? 
Answer.  Francis  W,  RedUmd^  Thirty-five." 
Question.  How  spelled? 
Answer.  R  e  d  1  o  n  d. 

Question.  Look  at  the  tabulation  of  the  town  of  Hanover  and  see 
who  was  the  regular  Republican  candidate,  how  he  spelled  his  name 
and  how  that  is  tabulated? 
Answer.  Which  do  you  call  the  Republican? 
QaeBtion.  Redlon. 
Answer.  '*Bedlon.'^ 
Question.  How  is  it  spelled  ? 
Answer.  Redlon. 

Question.  Following  the  column  down,  the  most  of  the  Republi- 
can votes  are  tabulated  for  **  Francis  W.  Redlon?" 
Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Look  at  the  return  from  Hanover  and  see  what  the  tab- 
ulation is? 

Ariswer.  It  is  given  to  '*  Francis  W.  Redlond." 
Qiiestion.    So  that  Francis  W.    Redlon   lost    thirty-five  votes 
there? 

Answer.  Yes ;  it  would  seem  so. 
Question.  It  was  given  to  Francis  W.  Redlond? 
Answer.  Yes ;  so  tabulated. 
Question.  Redlon  being  the  Republican  candidate? 
Answer.  I  do  not  know  an^lhing  about  that. 
Question.  In  the  same  county,  in  the  case  of  Charles  Rankin, 
although  there  was  an  '*  s"  added,  the  votes  were  tabulated  for  the 
regular  candidate? 

A.7istJoer.  Yes.     It  was  a  tie  vote,  so  I  do  not  see  as  it  made  any 
difference. 

QuesHon.  If  one  of  them  had  been  thrown  out  the  other  candidate 
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would  have  gained  bo  many.  It  doesn't  throw  the  return  out  because 
the  name  is  spelled  wrong? 

Answer,  No. 

Question.  In  the  two  cases  I  have  shown  you  in  the  same  county, 
one  where  the  return  is  for  '^  Charles  Rankin'*  and  the  name  of  the 
Democratic  candidate  is  "Bankins,''  you  find  the  vote  is  tabulated 
for  ''Bankinsr' 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

■ 

Question.  Who  was  the  regular  candidate  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q^estion.  But  when  it  comes  to  a  Republican,  in  the  case  of 
Hanover  in  the  same  county,  and  the  vote  was  thrown  for  '*  Francis 
W.  Redlond"  you  find  it  not  given  to  Redlon,  the  regular  candidate, 
but  carried  out  in  a  column  by  itself? 

Anstjoer.  That  seems  to  be  the  fact. 

Question.  Would  you  have  done  a  thing  of  that  kind  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not.  You  must  call  upon  the  Committee  for  a 
matter  of  that  kind ;  I  never  knew  that  before ;  I  never  heard  of  it 
or  dreamed  of  it. 

Question.  Are  these  matters,  which  I  have  called  to  your  atten- 
tion, of  the  different  applications  of  the  same  rule,  entirely  new  to 
you? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  of  that  case  before. 

Qukstion.  Would  you  have  believed  it  existed  there,  unless  I  had 
shown  it  to  you  ? 

Answer.  No ;  I  do  not  know  that  I  should. 

Question.  When  you  have  made  the  statement  that  every  return — 
every  case — ^was  decided  according  to  the  Constitution  and  the  laws 
— ^that  nothing  but  justice  had  been  done,  and  you  had  followed  the 
rule  religiously, — ^you  did  not  know  of  these  cases? 

Answer.  No ;  I  did  not  know  of  that  case,  and  two  or  three  other 
cases. 

Question.  In  this  case  do  you  remember  which  one  was  cer- 
tificated? 

AnMoer.  1  do  not. 

Question.  It  is  a  matter  of  common  repute  and  knowledge,  that 
Rankins  was  and  is  now  a  member  of  the  Senate, — ^a  Fusionist? 

Answer.  1  do  not  know. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know  the  politics  of  Rankins? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 
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Qu£8tion.  OrRedlon? 

Answer.  No ;  I  neveir  knew  the  politics  before. 

Question.  Don't  you  think  that  the  men  who  made  up  this  tabu- 
lation knew? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  I  cannot  say  what  they  knew. 

Question.  I  find  in  the  Senatorial  district  of  Cumberland,  that  in 
the  town  of  New  Gloucester  one  hundred  and  seventy-nine  votes 
are  returned  for  "Isaac  F.  Quinby,"  and  in  Raymond  two  hundred 
and  one  votes  are  retarned  for  Isaac  F.  Quimby.  Under  3'our  rule 
to  whom  would  those  votes  be  tabulated  ? 

Answer.  I  never  have  heard  of  any  other  name  than  '*  Quimby." 
I  think  it  would  have  been  perfectly  fair  to  have  tabulated  that  for 
"Quimby,"  if  that  was  the  name  of  the  candidate ;  stiD,  a  strict  con- 
struction would  have  carried  it  different. 

Question.  Those  returns  were  tabulated  for  Isaac  F.  Quimby,  who 
was  the  Fusion  candidate  ? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  I  think  likely  that  would  have  been  proper  enough 
where  there  was  no  knowledge  of  any  other  name.  That  is  one  of 
the  cases  where  there  would  be  a  fair  difference  of  opinion. 

Question.  I  called  your  attention  to  the  return  in  the  Bumham 
case,  where  the  vote  was  for  "John  Bumam,"  and  the  regular  can- 
didate was  Burnham? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  should  that  have  been  tabulated? 

Ansiver.  That  is  one  of  Ihe  cases  where  I  know  different  families 
who  speU  their  names  differently',  and  that  is  one  of  the  cases  where 
it  would  be  fair  to  tabulate  them  different. 

Question.  Then  in  that  case  3'ou  would  tabulate  them  for  the  two 
men? 

AnsiDer.  That  would  be  a  fair  interpretation.  In  the  absence  of 
all  knowledge  of  any  names  of  that  kind  it  would  be  fair  to  let  the 
sound  carry  the  name. 

Question.  Is  there  any  difference  in  the  sound  of  Bumham  and 
Bumam  f 

Answer.  As  ordinarily  pronounced  there  is  not. 

Question.  Where  is  there  the  most  difference,  between  Bumham 
and  Bumam ^  or  between  Quimby  and  Quinbyf 

Answer.  There  is  not  much  difference,  so  far  as  the  sound  is  con- 
cerned. 

Question.  In  which  case  do  you  think  the  sound  is  nearest  alike  ? 
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Answer.  That  is  mere  matter  of  opinion.  The  only  question  that 
would  determine  me  in  deciding,  is  the  fact  that  different  families 
spell  their  names  differently. 

Question.  Don't  you  know  of  families  spelling  their  name 
"Quinby?" 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Qiiestion.  Don't  you  know  that  is  the  common  way  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Don't  you  know  that  is  the  original  name,  and  the  other 
is  a  corruption  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  All  the  families  I  have  known  have  spelled  the 
other  way. 

Question.  Do  you  know  Dr.  Quinby,  in  this  city  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  know  there  is  such  a  gentleman  ? 

Answer.  No,  I  never  heard  of  him.  You  mean  the  Universalist 
minister? 

Question.  Yes. 

Answer.  Tha  Spiritual  Doctor. 

Question.  Do  you  know  how  he  spells  his  name? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Can  you  see  any  reason,  excepting  that  in  one  case  it 
was  a  Democrat  and  all  counted,  and  in  the  other  a  Republican  and 
he  was  deprived  of  a  part,  why  a  distinction  should  be  made  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  you  anything  about  it ;  I  do  not  propose  to 
make  any  decision  in  regard  to  the  matter,  in  that  respect. 

Question.  Supposing  those  two  cases  had  been  presented  to  you 
without  any  knowledge  of  the  politics,  would  you  not  have  rejected 
both,  or  counted  both? 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  You  would  not  have  made  one  rule  apply  to  Qaimby 
and  Quinby,  and  another  to  Burnham  and  Burnam  f 

Answer.  I  should  not. 

Question.  You  notice  the  Council  did  ? 

Answer.  I  notice  it  is  tabulated  that  way. 

Question.  That  was  not  done  with  any  knowledge  of  yours  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  It  was  not,  so  far  as  the  Quimby ;  the  Burnham 
case  I  knew  about. 

Question.  Were  you  consulted  about  the  Burnham  case? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 


TBSTIMOSrT  OF  ALONZO  GABCELOIT.  5g7 

Question.  And  looked  it  over? 

Ansfver,  Yes. 

Qv£8tion.  And  decided  with  the  Council  not  to  count  the  "Bum- 
ham"  with  the  "^/'  and  without  for  the  same  man? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  not  remember  that  the  vote  of  that  town,  where 
that  difference  appeared,  made  a  difference  in  the  majority  outside  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it. 

Question.  Look  at  the  tabulation,  at  the  town  of  Ashland,  where 
the  return  was  made  for  "John  Bumam,"  without  the  "A,"  and  state 
the  vote  for  the  two  candidates  in  that  town,  and  how  it  was  tabu- 
lated? 

» 

Answer.  ^^ Alfred  Ouskman,  37;  John  Bumam,  47." 

Question.  How  is  "  Burnham'*  spelled? 

Answer.  B  u  r  n  a  m. 

Question.  Is  that  carried  out  by  itself  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  John  Bumham,  with  an  "?i,''  is  the  candidate  who  re- 
ceives the  regular  Republican  vote  in  that  district? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Carry  your  eye  down  and  see  on  that  tabulation  who 
that  forty-seven  was  carried  out  for,  "Bumam"  or  "Burnham,"  and 
state  what  are  the  figures  for  the  two  candidates  ? 

Answer.  *'^ Alfred  Cushman  received  258^  John  Bumham  242." 

Question.  Making  a  majority  for  Alfred  Cushman  of  how  many  ? 

Ansioer.  Sixteen. 

Question.  So  if  they  had  all  been  counted,  or  all  thrown  out,  it 
would  have  elected  John  Bumham  by  thirty-one? 

Ansioer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  received  the  certificate  there  ? 

Ajiswer.  Mr.  Cushman. 

Question.  How  do  you  cipher  that  out? 

Answer.  Cushman  got  the  most  votes. 

Question.  In  order  to  get  that  other  Representative  it  was  neces- 
sary to  count  the  vote  of  Ashland  for  "Bumham"  separate  from 
'*  Bumam?" 

Answer,  Yes.  That  would  be  the  result.  Whether  that  was  a 
matter  that  influenced  the  tabulating  that  way  is  another  question. 

Qitestion.  You  have  referred  to  the  decision  of  the  Couiia  under 
whicli  you  claimed  to  be  acting.    Did  you  or  not  know  of  any  decis- 
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ion  where  the  Court  had  decided  that  if  the  name  was  idem  wmans^ 
the  same  sound,  that  they  were  counted  for  one  man  ? 

Answer.  I  alluded  to  that  fact. 

Question,  Did  jou  consider  that  the  case  of  Burnham,  with  and 
without  the  ^^/i,"  was  outside  of  that  decision? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  that  they  did  not  sound  alike? 

Answer.  No;  but  on  the  other  principle  that  different  families 
speU  their  names  differently',  a  matter  within  my  own  knowledge. 

Question.  The  Court  gives  a  decision  based  upon  the  idevn  sonans 
theory  ? 

AnMoer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  Nothing  is  said  about  there  being  different  families 
spelling  their  names  in  different  ways  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  the  Court  is  infallible  in  these  matters. 

Question.  You  referred  to  the  Courts,  yourself? 

Answer.  Yes ;  and  that  is  a  correct  rule,  I  should  say,  as  a  gen- 
eral fa^t. 

Question.  Can  you  see,  aside  from  the  distinction  you  draw  about 
families,  any  merit  in  throwing  out  the  Burnham  case  and  counting 
the  Quimby  case? 

Answer.  No.  K  I  had  been  tabulating  that,  and  my  attention 
was  called  to  that,  I  should  have  tabulated  them  separately. 

Question.  The  ''  Quimby"  and  the  '*  Quinby "  separate? 

Answer.  Yes ;  that  would  have  been  my  rule  of  action. 

Question.  Did  you  know  about  this  Quimby  case  at  all  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Then  that  was  another  case  that  was  done  by  those 
gentlemen  in  the  next  room,  which  you  knew  nothing  about? 

Answer.  The  tabulation  was ;  of  course  I  could  not  look  over  all. 

Question.  Whom  do  you  think  was  the  leading  spirit  in  this  per- 
formance ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  there  was  any  leading  spirit  about  it* 
In  tabulating,  I  presume  the  member  of  the  district  took  the  princi- 
pal charge. 

Question.  These  towns  to  which  I  have  called  your  attention  are 
in  different  districts  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  So  it  must  have  been  a  concord  of  action  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 


TESTIMONY  OF  ALONZO  GAROSLON.  5g9 

Question.  Of  how  many  members  did  the  Committee  consist? 
Answer,  Five. 

Qaestion.  Were  not  the  contested  cases,  where  there  was  a  differ- 
ence of  opinion,  reported  to  you? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  so  I  understood. 

Question.  So  these  cases  that  have  been  shown  to  you  must  have 
been  settled  by  all  of  them? 

Answer.  Yes ;  unless  in  the  tabulating  of  those  names  the  gen- 
tleman who  had  charge  of  the  particular  return  did  not  observe ;  I 
cannot  tell  what  influence  operated  on  them.  My  impression  is  that 
Mr.  Foster  had  charge  of  the  Aroostook  and  Penobscot  returns, 
especially. 

Question.  The  addition*  of  ^'  s"  to  a  name  is  just  as  likely  to  be 
discovered  as  the  addition  of  a  "  d/" 
Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  Could  you  account  for  that  on  the  theory  that  one  was 
overlooked  and  the  other  obsei-ved  ? 

Answer.  No ;  if  it  has  not  been  altered  or  changed  since  tabu- 
lated. 

Q;u^estion.  You  do  not  discover  anything  in  this  tabulation  of  that 
kind? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Q;uestion.  I  would  be  glad  to  have  you  call  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  if  you  think  there  have  been  any  changes  or  alterations  ^ 
I  now  ask  you  to  look  at  the  returns  from  the  Newcastle  and  Noble- 
borough  District,  and  see  for  whom  the  votes  are  returned  from  New- 
castle and  Alna — the  last  name  of  the  Representative  candidate? 
Answer.  I  should  say  "  James  W.  Clark." 
Qy,estion.  In  both? 
Answer.  Yes. 

Qy^estion.  Look  at  the  other  two  towns,  Nobleborough  and  Somer- 
ville,  and  see  how  they  are  returned  there? 
Amswer.  "James  W.  Clarke." 

Question.  Haven't  you  known  families  that  spelled  their  names 
differently,— Clark  without  "  e,"  and  Clarke  with  "  e?" 
Answer.  I  do  not  remember  that  I  ever  have. 
Question.  Have  you  not  seen  certain  families  spelling  the  name 
with  '*  e,"  and  other  families  without  the  *'e?" 
Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Under  your  rule,  and  with  that  knowledge,  would  you 
have  counted  those  for  one  man  or  for  two? 
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AvMoer.  Under  a  strict  construction  t^ey  would  have  been 
counted  for  two ;  still,  that  is  one  of  those  doubtful  cases. 

Question,  The  tabulation  shows  they  were  all  counted  for  one. 
Was  that  matter  discussed  by  j^ou  ? 

Answer,  No ;  I  have  no  remembrance  of  that  being  discussed. 

Question,  No  remembrance  of  being  consulted? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Applying  the  strict  rule  that  was  applied  to  ^^  Bom- 
ham,"  it  would  be  counted  for  two  men  instead  of  one  ? 

Ansujer,  I  presume  so. 

Question,  Clark  was  a  Fusion  candidate? 

Answer,  I  so  learned  after  election;  Mr.  Clark. called  on  me;  I 
did  not  know  till  after  the  assembling  of  the  Legislature. 

Question.  You  know  now  that  he  was  the  Fusion  candidate  and 
received  his  certificate? 

Answer,  Yes. 

Question.  In  the  same  district  the  votes  for  ^^  £.  K.  Hall "  and 
*'  Edward  K.  Hall" — were  they  counted  for  the  same  man,  or  two? 

Answer.  One  was  counted  for  "  Hall"  and  one  for  *'  Hale." 

Question,  How  does  the  return  read  that  you  say  was  counted  for 
Hale? 

Answer,  "Hale." 

Question.  I  call  your  attention  now  to  the  principle  laid  down  by 
you,  in  which  I  believe  there  was  no  exception,  as  you  understand, 
that  the  names  of  the  municipal  of9cers  signing  must  be  all  in  their 
original  hand  writing. 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  If  not,  they  were  thrown  out  ? 

Answer.  That  was  the  design. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  any  instance  where  it  was  so  thrown 
out? 

Answer.  1  do  not  recoUect  the  instances,  but  I  know  there  were 
two  or  three  towns  thrown  out  on  that  ground, — one  in  Aroostook 
or  Penobscot  county,  and  two  or  three  other  towns, — where  there 
seemed  to  be  not  the  least  doubt  about  it. 

Question.  Under  the  rule  that  the  signatures  of  the  Selectmen 
must  be  their  individual  signatures,  the  statement  is  made  in  the  re* 
port  of  the  Committee  on  Election  Returns  that  the  New  Sharon 
return  has  been  rejected  by  them.  Will  you  examine  the  New 
Sharon  return  and  see  if  it  is  apparent  that  more  than  one  signature 
was  made  by  the  same  man? 
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Anfiwer.  I  should  be  unwilling  to  decide  that  case  on  my  own 
judgment. 

Question.  It  seems  to  have  been  decided  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Council  that  they  were  not  all  individual  signatures  ? 

Answer,  My  impression  is  there  were  parties  who  claimed  to  be 
familiar  with  their  hand  writing  that  were  clearly  of  that  opinion ; 
I  do  not  recollect  clearly  about  it ;  but  that  was  the  decision  of  the 
Council,  I  know. 

Question.  What  is  the  general  appearance  of  the  return  ?  is  it  not 
that  the}^  were  made  by  one  man  ? 

Answer,  That  is  the  general  appearance,  but  I  would  not  under- 
take to  decide  it. 

Question.  In  the  report  the  Committee  say  ^^By  this  rule  laid 
down  by  the  Courts  the  New  Sharon  and  Mersey  returns  has  been  by 
U8  rejected.  This  rejection  affects  the  tlection  of  two  Bepresenta- 
Hves." 

Answer.  Yes.  That  was  the  vote  or  decision  of  the  majority  of 
the  Board,  if  my  recollection  serves  me  right ;  I  think  that  is  one 
case  where  there  was  a  difference  of  op'mion. 

Question.  In  that  case  a  Representative  was  gained  by  the 
Fasionists  ? 

Answer.  1  do  not  know ;  I  do  not  remember  what  the  report  is. 
Question.  The  report  does  not  state  the  politics  ? 
Answer.  Then  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  whether  that  gave  a  Fusionist  or  a 
Republican  a  seat? 
Answer.  No. 

Question.  I  suppose  it  is  generally  admitted  it  gave  a  Fusionist  a 
seat.  Look  at  the  Senatorial  return  from  Somerville  and  see  if 
apon  that,  it  is  clearly  evident  that  the  last  three  names  were  signed 
b3''  the  same  man  ? 

Ansvoer.  I  should  not  have  any  doubt  about  that. 
Question.  So  that  ought  to  have  been  thrown  out,  too  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Under  your  rule  you  adopted  for  throwing  out  where 
returns  were  made  and  signed  by^  one  man,  you  would  have  no 
doubt  that  return  should  have  been  thrown  out  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  have  no  doubt  that  return  is  made  up  by 
one  man. 

Qu,estion.  Under  your  rule  that  should  have  been  rejected? 
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Answer.  If  it  was  before  the  Board,  I  should.    I  have  my  doubta 
about  that. 

Question.  That  is  a  return  found  with  the  Governor  and  Council, 
and  the  tabulation  is  made  in  accordance  with  that? 

Answer.  There  is  no  doubt  that  is  put  in  by  one  man ;  that  is,  I 
have  no  doubt. 

Question.  State  in  that  return,  as  you  read  it,  for  whom  the  Sen- 
atorial votes  are  cast? 

Answer.    ''^Andrew  A.   R.    Smithy    seventy-two^  72;    Isaac  T. 
Hohson^  sixty-one^  61." 

Question.  Look  at  the  tabulation  for  Somerville  in  Lincoln  Sena- 
torial District,  and  see  how  that  is  tabulated  ? 

Answer.  ^^ Isaac  T.  Hobson,  61;  Andrew  A.  R.  Smithy  72.** 

Question.    The  same  name  found  in  that  reium  is  tabulated 
seventy-two  votes? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  do  you  find  by  that  tabulation  received  the  regular 
Republican  vote  of  the  district? 

Answer.  There  is  "Andrew  R.  G.  Smith." 

Question.  Is  not  this  town  of  Somerville  in  the  tabulation  carried 
out  for  ''^Andrew  A.  R.  Smith  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  does  not  the  return  show  it  is  for  ^^  Andrew  A.  R. 
SmUhr 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  In  that  case,   the  vote  for  "  Isaac  Hobson"  is  not  re- 
jected in  this  return,  but  is  counted — ^^ Isaac  T.  Hobsonf* 

Anstcer.  Yes ;  ^^ Isaac  T.  Hohson;**  that  is  the  way  the  vote  is. 

Question.  If  it  had  been  thrown  out  entirely,  neither  would  have 
been  counted? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Not  throwing  out  that  return  and  giving  Isaac  T.  Hob- 
son  sixty-one  votes  elected  him  ? 

Answer.  I  presume  so ;  I  have  not  looked  at  the  footing  up. 

Question.  In  that  case  you  did  know  the  politics  of  the  gentle- 
men? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  I  knew  Mr.  Smith's  politics. 

Question.  He  is  a  Republican  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  personally  I  was  desirous  he  should  be 
elected. 
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Question.  But,  by  counting  the  Somerville  return  that  elected 
Hobson  ? 

Ansioer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  got  his  certificate  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  came,  and,  for  a  while,  served  as  Senator? 

Answer.  Yes,  and  I  called  Dr.  Smith's  attention  to  it,  and  stated 
I  was  sorry  he  could  not  receive  the  certificate.  The  first  time  I 
ever  heard  of  the  town  of  Somerville  he  remarked  it  was  singular 
that  they,  knowing  him  well,  should  not  have  got  it  correctly. 
Whether  that  is  the  return  from  which  that  was  tabulated  I  do  not 
know. 

Question.  Look  at  the  tabulation  under  the  town  of  Somerville 
and  see  if  any  change  or  erasure  has  taken  place? 

Answer.  There  is  an  appearance  of  figures  being  made  there  and 
put  into  the  place. 

Question.  Does  it  not  look  as  if  it  had  been  first  tabulated  for 
*'  Andrew  R.  G.  Smith?" 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  about  that — ^whether  first  or  last. 

Question.  Is  not  the  name  ^'  Andrew  B.  G.  Smith"  there? 

Answer.  Yes ;  but  whether  the  figures  were  put  into  that  table 
before  or  after  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  tell. 

Question.  Has  the  footing  been  changed? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Does  it  appear  on  the  tabulation? 

Answer.  Yes.  It  has  the  appearance  of  once  having  been  added 
up  and  slightly  or  partially  erased ;  but  the  <^  72  "  is  likewise  erased 
in  the  same  column  of  ^'  Andrew  A.  R.  Smith."  I  should  not  have 
any  doubt  there  had  been  an  interference  with  the  tabulation. 

Question.  You  knew  nothing  about  that? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Q^estion.  Had  no  hand  in  it? 
Answer.  No. 

Question.  Were  not  consulted  ? 
Answer.  No. 

Question.  If  there  was  anything  of  the  kind  done  that  changed 
the  result  it  was  without  your  knowledge  ? 

Answer.  Yes.    The  first  intimation  I  had  came  from  the  '^Chicago 
Tribune  "  by  a  gentleman  in  lUinois. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  of  having  an  interview  with  Dr. 
Smith  in  relation  to  this  return? 
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Answer.  We  were  standing  at  the  counter  in  the  Angusta  HouBe. 
I  said  to  him :  ^'  Doctor,  I  am  sorry  we  shall  be  under  the  necessity 
of  giving  the  certificate  of  your  county  to  your  competitor." 

Question.  Don't  you  remember  of  having  another  interview  with 
him  in  your  room,  and  of  your  showing  him  this  particular  return, 
^and  3'ou  and  he  talking  about  it? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  nothing  of  the  kind? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Don't  you  remember  of  taking  that  return  and  showing 
it  to  Dr.  Smith,  and  talking  with  him  about  it,  and  hearing  his 
explanation  and  complaint  about  it? 

Answer.  No ;  I  do  not  remember  the  circumstance.  In  my  room? 
where? 

Question.  The  only  place  you  remember  of  anything  of  this  kind 
was  at  the  Augusta  House  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  You  do  not  remember  of  seeing  the  return  in  company 
with  him? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  have  the  return  with  you  at  the  Augusta 
House  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  If  the  circumstance  occurred  it  must  have  been  at 
the  Executive  Room? 

Ansiver.  Yes ;  but  it  has  escaped  my  mind  if  it  is  so ;  I  have  not 
the  slightest  remembrance  of  it ;  I  do  remember  distinctly  of  stand- 
ing at  the  counter  at  the  Augusta  House  and  speaking  to  him  in 
regard  to  the  matter.  Something  may  recall  the  other  circumstance, 
if  it  occurred. 

Question.  Did  you  know  anything  about  the  substitution  of  a 
second  return  in  this  case  ? 

Answer.  No ;  I  never  heard  any  such  thing  intimated  till  I  ob- 
ser^'ed  it  in  the  ''Chicago  Tribune,"  under  date  of  March  first. 

Question.  Look  at  the  return  for  Representatives  from  Stowe, 
Oxford  county,  and  see  for  whom  the  sixty-three  votes  were  cast* 
giving  the  spelling  of  the  name  ? 

Answer.  Standley. 

Question.  Look  at  the  tabulation,  and  see  for  whom  the  sixty- 
three  votes  in  Stowe  were  tabulated  and  counted,  and  how  spelled? 
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Anmoer.  Stanley. 

Question.  What  is  the  difference  between  the  tabulation  and  the 
return  ? 

Answer.  There  is  a  ^^d"  in  the  return,  but  not  in  the  tabulation. 

Question.  He  was  a  Fusionist  and  elected? 

Answer.  That  is  what  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  He  received  the  certificate  ? 

Answer.  He  would  be  elected  anyhow. 

Question.  It  was  tabulated  and  counted? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Quesition.  It  was  not  thrown  out  on  account  of  the  addition  of  the 
*'*'  d''  as  in  the  Redlond  case? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Supposing  it  had  been  shown  to  you  ? 

Ansu)er.  I  should  have  thrown  it  out. 

Question.  Did  you  know  of  that  case  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  That  was  done  without  your  knowledge  or  consent? 

Answer.  Yes.  It  did  not  affect  the  result,  and  there  were  a  good 
many  cases,  I  suppose,  that  did  not  affect  the  result ;  still  the  princi- 
pie  should  have  been  applied. 

Question.  Look  at  the  return  of  Representative  in  Denmark,  and 
see  for  whom  one  hundred  and  sixty-two  votes  were  thrown  ? 

Answer.  "  James  E.  Hutchings." 

Question.  Spelled  how  ? 

Answer.  Hutchings. 

Question.  Look  at  the  tabulation  and  see  for  whom  they  are  tabu- 
lated and  counted? 

Answer.  "James  E.  EiUchins**  or  "Hulchens." 

Question.  No  ''g"  in  it? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  It  is  tabulated  for  Hutchins  without  the  "g,*'  whQe  the 
return  is  for  "  Hutchings"  with  the  "gV^ 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Look  at  the  footings,  and  see  if  he  could  have  got  along 
^thout  the  one  hundred  and  sixty-two  votes  ? 

Answer.  No ;  the  other  man  would  have  been  elected. 

Question.  Can  you  see  any  reason  why  a  vote  should  be  thrown 
out  for  a  "(2  "  in  a  Republican  case  but  should  not  be  thrown  out  for 
a  '' ^'  in  the  Fusion  case? 
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Answer.  If  that  is  the  reason  that  influenced  the  gentlemen  who 
tabulated  it,  it  was  wrong. 

Question,  Did  you  know  of  that  ease  by  which  a  Fusion  Repre- 
sentative was  gained? 

Answer.  No,  I  was  not  consulted ;  I  asked  the  question  frequently 
whether  these  tabulations  were  made  correctly. 

Question.  You  supposed  this  rule  was  cutting  clean  through  on 
both  sides  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Supposing  you  had  found  out  the  rule  was  not  enforced, 
the  same  as  we  have  been  showing,  should  you  have  consented  to  it? 

Answer.  No;  I  should  have  had  it  tabulated  as  it  is  in  the 
return, — ^the  same  as  I  did  when  Mr.  Powers  called  my  attention  to 
the  matter  I  have  referred  to. 

Question.  Take  up  the  rule  in  relation  to  the  whole  number  of 
ballots.  "Where  the  votes  for  each  of  four  Senators  were  all  added 
together,  making  an  apparent  error,  you  counted  that? 

Answer.  Where  it  was  apparent  that  the  matter  could  be  ex- 
plained by  a  clerical  error  or  misunderstanding. 

Question.  Where  it  was  apparent  that  the  way  they  were  counted 
would  agree  with  the  whole  number  as  written  in,  you  counted  it? 

Ansfver.  That  was  the  understanding. 

Question.  Is  that  return  from  Burlington  an  instance  of  that? 
There  the  error  is  apparent? 

Answer.  Yes.     In  that  case  it  was  deemed  fair  to  allow  it. 

Question.  But  if  the  error  had  occurred  in  the  number  of  votes, 
and  they  did  not  add  up  the  same  ? 

Answer.  It  would  be  rejected. 

Question.  I  ask  you,  under  this  rule,  to  examine  the  return  from 
East  Machias  for  Senators,  and  see  what  would  be  the  operation  of 
your  rule  there? 

Answer.  I  cannot  explain  the  precise  operation  there. 

Question.  Under  that  rule,  would  that  return  be  admitted  or  ex- 
cluded? 

Answer.  My  rule  would  be,  that  it  should  be  excluded. 

Question.  I  understand  clearly  that  by  the  rule  laid  down  by  the 
Report  and  yourself,  it  would  be  excluded? 

Answer.  It  is  possible  by  a  combination  of  votes  that  might  be 
corrected,  but  I  cannot  see  how  it  turns  out. 

Question.  Look  and  see  whether  the  return  of  the  votes  for  Sena- 
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tors  from  East  Macbias  is  thrown  out,  or  whether  counted,  in  the 
tabulation? 

Answer,  The  whole  number  of  votes  is  given — ^is  not  thrown  out 
but  all  counted. 

Question,  Who  is  the  Democratic  candidate? 
Answer,  "James  ?l.  Talbot." 
Question,  What  is  the  majority  ? 

Answer.  James  R.  Talbot  received  two  hundred  and  twenty^ 
Austin  Harris  one  hundred  and  sixty.  That  was  discussed,  and 
they  decided  that  that  could  be  explained  on  that  vote. 

Q^estion,  Do  you  see  any  way,  under  the  rule  by  which  the  num- 
ber of  ballots  as  cast,  in  any  way  can  be  made  to  agree  with  the 
whole  number  of  ballots  given  ? 

Ariswer,  By  adding  the  whole  number  of  ballots  together  and 
dividing  by  two,  a  gentleman  sitting  here  by  me,  says,  will  bring 
the  result. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  know  that  rule  to  be  adopted  by  a  Gov- 
ernor and  Council? 

Ansvoer,  Yes ;  in  the  case  of  Augusta.  My  rule  would  be  to 
reject  the  vote. 

Q^estion^  You  do  not  understand  that  that  process,  adding  the 
votes  aU  up  and  dividing  by  two  would  be  according  to  the  Consti- 
tution and  the  laws  ? 
Answer,  No. 

Q^estion,  Under  your  rule  East  Machias  would  be  thrown  out? 
Answer,  That  would  be  my  decision,  unless  there  could  be  a  rea- 
sonable explanation  of  the  combination  of  votes. 

Question.  That  would  have  lost  Talbot  about  sixty  majority? 
A,nswer,  I  cannot  say.     The  figures  will  teU.     It  would  be  neces- 
sary for  the  votes  for  these  men  to  be  counted.    There  might  have 
been  some  votes  on  the  Democratic  ticket  for  some  Republicans  and 
vice  versa. 

Question,  That  should  appear  in  the  return  ? 
Answer,  When  they  counted  the  ballots  there  may  have  been  so 
many  ballots ;  and  when  they  counted  the  votes  there  may  have  been 
so  many  for  this  man  and  so  many  for  that. 

Question,  That  is  no  reason  why  you  should  not  have  followed 
the  rale? 

Answer,  There  is  no  rule  without  some  exception. 

37 
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Question,  Your  rule  was,  unless  they  did  agree,  unless  there  was 
some  patent  explanation,  to  throw  it  out? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  In  reckoning  the  Senatorial  votes,  as  to  the  whole  num- 
ber of  ballots  to  be  given  agreeing  with  the  votes  as  east,  how  did 
you  count  the  votes,  the  two  highest  or  the  highest  on  one  side  and 
the  lowest  on  the  other? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  as  there  was  any  special  rule  about  it 
The  question  was  whether  you  could  explain  the  number  of  votes, 
as  given,  by  the  combination. 

Question,  In  counting  up  the  list  of  votes  as  given  for  the  sep- 
arate candidates  to  see  whether  it  agreed  with  the  whole  number  of 
ballots  as  given,  what  did  you  first  look  at  to  satisfy  you? 

Answer.  It  is  not  always  necessary  to  decide  that  case  positively, 
because  in  voting  it  is  very  frequently  the  case  that  a  man,  throw- 
ing the  Democratic  ticket  for  instance,  is  of  the  impression  that  one 
of  the  Republican  candidates  is  a  better  man,  and  he  scratches  out 
one  and  puts  on  another,  and  vice  versa,  I  think  in  the  returns  from 
Washington  county,  Mr.  Harris  got  a  number  of  votes  more  than  his  ^ 
regular  ticket,  and  Mr.  Talbot. 

Question.  That  would  appear  in  the  return  ? 

Answer,  Not  necessaril}'.  The  whole  number  of  ballots  might 
not  correspond. 

Question.  The  whole  vote  received  by  each  candidate  on  whatever 
ticket  would  appear? 

Afiswer,  As  I  understand,  the  whole  number  of  ballots  must  be 
returned.  You  cannot  always  determine  with  certainty  that  Hie 
number  of  votes  for  the  different  men  corresponds  with  that  number, 
because  sometimes  one  name  is  cut  off  of  one  ticket,  sometimes  they 
are  altered,  and  consequently  it  does  not  affect  the  number  of  bal- 
lots, while  at  the  same  time  the  number  of  votes  would  be  different. 

Question.  If  the  two  did  not  agree  how  did  you  apply  the  rule  ? 

Answer,  When  the  ballots  were  not  returned  or  if  there  was  a 
discrepancy'  which  was  inexplicable,  there  was  probably  more  dis- 
cussion about  that  matter,  whether  it  should  be  thrown  out  or 
counted,  than  on  any  other  point. 

Question,  In  looking  at  the  question  whether  it  was  inexplicable, 
what  was  the  first  way  of  adding  up  tlie  votes  to  see  if.  they  agreed., 
did  you  add  up  the  two  highest  or  two  lowest,  or  highest  and  loirest? 

Answer,  The  highest  and  the  lowest  would  probably  be  the  pr^>er 
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way.  I  think  there  is  a  chanoe  for  a  good  deal  of  difference  of 
opinion  about  that. 

Qiuestion,  Look  at  the  vote  for  Senators  in  Hampden,  Penobscot 
county,  and  see  if  you  can  make  the  number  of  votes  agree  with  the 
whole  number  of  ballots  ? 

AnMoer.  There  is  a  discrepancy  of  one  vote. 

Question,  You  cannot  see  any  way  by  which  that  vote  could  be 
counted  under  your  rule? 

Ans^oer,  There  is  a  slight  discrepancy. 

Queation.  In  applying  a  principle  of  law  to  a  vote,  if  there  is  a 
discrepancy  of  one  vote  that  is  in  principle  as  great  as  a  discrepancy 
of  ten? 

Answer,  Yes. 

Question.  The  rule,  if  applied  religiously,  should  be  applied 
straight  through? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  see  any  way  by  your  rule,  as  you  understand  it, 
the  vote  of  Hampden  could  be  counted? 

Answer.  I  do  not  see  the  exact  explanation  of  the  loss  of  that 
vote. 

Question.  It  is  evidently  written  out  one  vote  too  many  ? 

Ansvoer.  Yes. 

Question.  Should  have  been  written,  ^^Jive  hundred  fifty-eight." 

Answer.  Unless  there  was  an  additional  vote  for  one  man  put 
upon  the  return. 

Question.  That  ought  to  appear  here,  had  it  not? 

Answer.  No,  not  if  thrown  for  one  of  the  other  men. 

Question.  In  that  case  the  highest  Republican  vote  is  two  hundred 
fifty-seven,  and  the  lowest  Democratic  vote  is  two  hundred  ninety- 
eight,  a  Democratic  majorit}"^  of  forty-one.  So  that,  under  the  rule 
as  you  understand  it,  a  Fusion  candidate  would  have  lost  forty-one 
TOtes? 

Answer.  I  did  not  make  the  examination. 

Question.  Under  these  figures  that  would  be  the  case  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  I  ask  you  to  look  at  this  Representative  return  [passing 
return  to  witness]  and  see  if  the  whole  number  of  votes  there  agrees 
with  the  whole  number  of  ballots  thrown,  as  stated  in  the  return? 

Answer.  I  do  not  see  any  discrepancy. 

Question.  Do  you  discover  any  peculiarity  in  the  words  written  in 
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at  the  top,  or  towards  the  top  of  the  sheet,  which  state  the  whole 
number  of  ballots  given? 

Answer.  It  seems  to  have  been  erased  there  and  written  in ;  that 
is,  it  looks  as  though  there  had  been  a  mistake  some  way  or 
other. 

Qujestion.  Does  it  no^  show  there  has  been  a  change,  and  that  the 
word  "thirty,"  making  the  whole  number  "five  hundred  thirty,'*  has 
been  written  in,  in  different  ink  from  the  original? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  about  that. 

Question.  What  is  the  appearance  ? 

Answer,  When  you  erase  a  word  and  write  on  the  portion  that  is 
erased,  the  ink  will  spread  a  little  more  and  look  a  little  heavier. 

Question.  Besides  that,  does  it  look  to  you  as  if  it  was  the  same 
hand  writing  making  the  change  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  see  anything  that  would  be  particularly  notice- 
able. It  looks  a  little  heavier.  That  is  one  of  the  cases  where  I 
suppose  experts  would  differ. 

Question.  There  has  been  an  alteration? 

Answer.  Evidently ;  and  an  erasure  and  writing  in. 

Question.  Look,  under  this  rule,  to  the  return  fh>m  the  town  of 
Farmington,  in  Franklin  county,  for  Representative,  and  state  what 
the  whole  number  of  ballots  is  given,  and  the  number  of  votes  for 
each  candidate  ? 

Answer.  Eight  hundred  forty-two.  It  is  four  hundred  tiiirty- 
seven  and  four  hundred  and  one.  There  is  a  discrepancy  of  four 
votes. 

Question.  Between  the  whole  number  of  ballots  written  in  and  the 
number  of  votes  given? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  You  see  no  explanation  for  that? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  that  return  counted  or  rejected? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember. 

Question.  Farmington? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember. 

Qu/estion.  Don't  you  remember? 

Answer.  Is  this  for  Representative  ? 

Question.  Yes. 

Answer.  It  was  rejected. 

Question.  Was  it  rejected  on  the  ground  of  the  discrepancy? 
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Answer.  No,  I  think  not ;  I  do  not  remember  positive  about  it. 
Does  not  the  report  state  ? 

Question.  I  call  for  your  recollection? 

Answer,  My  recollection  is  it  was  not  rejected  on  that  ground. 

Question.  What  is  your  recollection  of  the  ground? 

Answer.  That  the  report  was  not  made  up  in  open  town  meeting, 
no  record  made  up,  or  something  of  that  kind ;  that  is  the  impres- 
sion I  have. 

Question.  I  read  the  report  as  to  Farmington  : 

^^  Several  protests,  accompanied  with  affidavits  to  support  them, 
against  the  counting  of  the  returns  specified  therein  have  been  considered 
by  lis.  These  protests  allege  that  said  returns  should  not  be  counted 
because  they  were  not  made  up  in  open  town  meeting,  but  were  made 
after  the  meeting  was  closed.  In  some  private  office  or  store,  when  no  one 
but  a  portion  of  the  municipal  officers  were  present,  and  in  some  cases 
only  the  Clerk.  This  condition  of  things  in  several  cases  has  been  proven 
to  our  entire  satisfaction,  and  we  have  rejected  the  returns  thus  defective, 
in  our  tabulations.  In  the  case  of  the  town  of  Stoneham  an  affidavit* 
signed  by  two  of  the  Selectmen  establishes  the  fact  that  they  signed  the 
returns  in  blank  and  the  Town  Clerk  took  them  home  and  filled  them  up, 
and  the  Selectmen  have  no  kqpwled^^e  of  what  the  returns  contain.  For 
the  foregoing  reasons  we  have  rejected  in  our  tabulations  the  Represent- 
ative returns  from  the  towns  of  Jay,  Stoneham,  Lisbon,  Webster  and 
Farmington.^' 

Is  your  recollection,  after  reading  this,  that  Farmington  was 
finally  rejected  because  the  returns  were  not  made  up  in  open  town 
town  meeting? 

Ansioer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q^estion.  Did  that  knowledge  come  to  you  from  an  examination 
of  the  returns,  or  frt)m  the  affidavit? 

Answer.  I  presume  from  the  affidavit. 

Question.  Was  there  not  considerable  interest  called  to  the  Farm- 
ington case? 

Answer.  That  is  my  recollection. 

Question.  Do  you  not  remember  that  in  the  discussions  at  or  about 
the  time  of  the  certificates  being  issued  that  the  Farmington  case 
was  frequently  alluded  to  and  ei^plained  upon  the  side  of  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Council,  and  do  you  not  remember  of  referring  to  the 
Farmington  case  in  one  or  more  of  the  speeches  you  made  ? 

Answer.  I  think  likely  I  did. 

Question.  And  explained  that  it  was  rejected  on  the  ground  that 
the  return  was  not  made  up  in  open  town  meeting? 
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Answer,  I  took  the  ground  of  the  report.  I  do  not  remember 
particularly  now  about  any  allusion  in  public. 

Question.  You  would  not  have  attempted  to  make  an  explanation 
of  a  case  of  that  kind,  or  any,  with  any  cireumstantiaMty,  unless 
you  had  examined  the  papers  and  the  facts  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  there  was  any  affidavit  in  that  case  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  from  the  town  authorities  ? 

Answer,  I  believe  thei-e  were  some  admissions  fh>m  the  town 
authorities. 

Question.  That  the  return  was  not  made  up  in  open  town  meeting  ? 

Answer.  Or  from  the  Clerk. 

Question.  I  pass  to  you  the  affidavit  with  the  papers  of  the  GrOT- 
emor  and  Council  with  the  label  of  the  CouncU.  ^^  In  Council j  Nov. 
17^  1879.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Elections.  P.  A.  Sawyer^ 
Deputy  Secretary  of  State. ^*  In  a  printed  label,  that  was  customary? 

Answer.  I  presume  so. 

Question.  You  have  seen  them  in  that  way? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  that  I  have  seen  anything  of  tiie 
kind. 

Question.  It  is  an  affidavit  signed  by  two  of  the  Selectmen  and 
subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  B.  Emery  Pratt.  I  pass  it  to  you  to 
read  and  see  if  you  believe  it  was  upon  that  affidavit  that  the  action 
was  taken  ? 

Answer.  That  is  one  of  the  papers  that  I  have  reason  to  believe 
was  in  the  case. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  that  any  other  affidavit,  aside  ftx>m 
that  of  the  town  officers,  was  received  ? 

A'nswer.  I  do  not  remember.  There  were  quite  a  nunaber  of 
papers  in  regard  to  matters  which  came  into  the  hands  of  tiie 
Council. 

Question.  Have  you  any  doubt  that  counting  in  Voter  and  throw- 
ing out  Thomas  was  based  upon  the  affidavit  of  the  Selectmen? 

Answer.  I  should  judge  not.  My  remembrance  is  that  tiie  affi- 
davit of  the  Selectmen  was  conclusive. 

Question.  You  consider  this  affidavit  conclusive  ? 

Answer.  I  should  so  consider  it. 

Question.  I  will  read  the  affidavit  which  you  consider  conclu- 
sive : 
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We  hereby  declare  and  say  that  we  are  Selectmen  of  Familngton  in 
the  county  of  Franklin  and  State  of  Maine,  that  we  were  present  and  at- 
tended to  our  duties  at  election  held  Nov.  8th,  1879,  in  said  Farmington, 
and  we  fUrther  state  that  the  record  of  the  meeting  was  not  recorded  in 
the  record  book  in  our  presence  or  in  open  town-meeting,  to  our  knowl- 
edge, and  we  have  never  seen  the  record  and  do  not  know  that  any  has 
been  made.    Dated  and  signed  at  said  Farmington,  Nov.  15,  1879. 

C.  B.  Russell, 

W.  B.   GiLMAK. 

State  of  Maine.  Franklin,  ss. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  at  Farmington,  November  15th, 
1879.  B.  Emert  Pratt,  Notary  Public.^^ 

Tell  me  what  there  is  in  that  affidavit  that  in  any  way  bears  upon 
the  principle  which  you  have  stated ;  and,  as  laid  down  in  the  Re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Elections,  that  towns  should  be  rejected 
because  the  returns  were  not  made  up  in  open  town  meeting  ? 

Answer,  The  return  and  the  record,  because  if  there  was  no 
record  made  there  could  be  no  certainty  as  regards  the  correctness 
of  the  return. 

Q^e8t^on.  Did  your  Council  lay  down  the  rule  that  the  record  of 
the  meeting  should  be  made  in  open  town  meeting? 

Answer.  I  so  understood. 

Qiiestion,  Do  you  know  that  it  is  never  done  ? 

Answer,  I  know  it  is  alwa3^8  done  wherever  the  law  is  complied 
with. 

Question.  Does  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Council  as  a 
promulgation  of  the  ground  on  which  they  threw  out  Farmington, 
make  any  suggestion  about  a  record  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  in  regard  to  that ;  but  that  is  certainly  one 
of  the  grounds  on  which  the  town  was  rejected ;  as  well  as  Lisbon. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  if  it  was  not  shown  that  the 
record  in  the  record  book  was  not  made  in  open  town  meeting,  you 
rejected  the  return  ? 

Answer.  That  is  the  principle,  I  think,  if  I  recollect  the  discussion 
in  regard  to  the  matter.  The  Constitution  expressly  declares  that 
the  record  shall  be  made  up  in  open  town  meeting. 

Question.  The  record  in  the  record  book  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  that  the  record  shall  be  made,  as  I  understand'the 
Constitution. 

Question.  I  do  not  refer  to  the  statement  or  record  sent  to  the 
Secretaiy  of  State,  but  I  refer  to  what  is  stated  in  this  affidjavit? 

Answer.  That  the  record  shall  be  made  up  in  open  towiL meeting,. 
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and  that  a  list,  of  which  this  a  copy,  shall  be  forwarded  to  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Council. 

Question.  Ton  made  the  rule  not  only  that  the  return  should  be 
made  and  the  statement  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  but  that  the 
record  in  the  Town  Clerk's  record  book  should  be  made  up  in  open 
town  meeting? 

Answer.  That  is  what  we  underatood. 

Questio7i.  And,  if  that  was  not  done,  that  a  town  was  thrown  out? 

Answer.  Where  there  was  evidence  to  that  effect,  we  threw  it 

out. 

Question.  You  required  evidence,  not  only  that  the  return  was 
made  up  in  open  town  meeting,  but  that  the  record  in  the  record 
book  was  made  up  in  open  town  meeting  ? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  as  in  the  Lisbon  case. 

Question.  You  established  the  principle,  and  acted  upon  it,  that 
not  only  the  return  of  the  votes  to  the  Secretary-  of  State,  sealed  up, 
and  the  statement  of  the  return  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  but 
the  record  of  the  meeting  in  the  Town  Clerk's  record  book  must  all 
be  made  in  open  town  meeting? 

Answer.  That  the  record  should  be. 

Question.  That  the  record  in  the  record  book  should  be  made  up 
in  open  town  meeting? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  appl}'  that  rule,  religiously,  straight  through  ? 

Answer.  In  every  case,  so  far  as  I  know ;  I  cannot  speak  beyond 
my  knowledge. 

Question.  Was  that  the  rule  applied  in  the  case  of  Lisbon  and 
Durham? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  the  record  book  was  not  made  up  in  open  town 
meeting? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  No  record  was  made  of  the  town  meeting  tOl 
some  three  months  afterwards ;  no  means  of  making  the  returns. 
The  question  came  up  in  regard  to  the  signatures. 

Question.  Did  you  reject  Addison  on  that  account? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  any  question  was  raised  in  regard  to 
Addison. 

Question.  How  did  it  come  to  be  raised  in  the  Farmington  case  ? 

Answer.  By  affidavit. 

Question.  How  did  the  affidavit  happen  to  be  sent  in? 
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Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question,  Was  it  necessary  that  a  town  should  be  rejected  as  late 
as  November  fifteenth,  in  order  that  the  Republicans  should  not 
have  a  majority  of  the  candidates  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know ;  but  on  November  fifteenth,  so  far  as  I 
know,  the  result  was  not  known. 
Question.  The  Committee  of  the  Council  had  been  at  work? 
Answer,  If  you  will  look  at  all  the  affidavits  in  that  case,  I  think 
you  will  find  that,  as  early  as  October,  long  before  the  returns  were 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee,  there  were  affidavits  in  regard 
to  this  matter. 

Question.  In  regard  to  making  up  the  records,  or  as  to  the  num- 
ber of  votes  ? 
Answer,  In  regard  to  making  up  the  record. 
Question.  Was  not  the  first  ground  taken  in  the  Farmington  case, 
that  it  was  thrown  out  because  there  was  a  discrepancy  between  the 
whole  number  of  ballots  written  and  the  ballots  as  given  ? 
Answer.  No ;  I  have  no  recollection  of  it. 
Question,  Was  it  not  so  announced  in  the  public  newspapers  ? 
Answer.  I  do  not  know.     There  were  a  great  many  announce- 
ments made  that  were  not  facts. 

Question,  Was  there  not  a  vote  of  the  Committee  of  the  Council, 
or  a  partial  report  made  by  them,  that  Farmington  was  excluded 
because  the  whole  number  of  ballots  as  written  in  did  not  agree 
with  the  number  of  votes  given  ? 
Answer,  I  cannot  say. 

Question,  According  to  your  rule  that  would  be  fatal? 
Answer.  That  would  be  one  of  the  reasons. 
Question,  Is  not  that  a  case,  where  there  are  only  two  candidates 
and  the  whole  number  of  ballots  as  written  in  does  not  agree  with 
the  number  of  votes  given,  that  is  inexplicable  ? 
Answer,  Yes. 

Question,  That  would  be  as  clear  a  case  under  your  rule  as  you 
could  find? 

Answer,  Yes ;  but  the  other  reasons  might  not  have  been  stated. 
Question,  Do  you  not  know  that  the  Committee  voted  that  on  that 
ground,  of  error  as  to  the  whole  number  of  ballots,  it  was  rejected? 
Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question,  If  that  was  the  rule,  why  should  they  not  fix  that  as 
the  application? 
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Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question,  You  do  not  know  the  reason  why  Farmington  was 
thrown  out? 

Arnnver.  The  report  makes  the  statement.  There  might  have 
been  other  grounds.  The  report  docs  not  show  all  the  grounds  in 
every  case. 

QiLestion,  What  was  the  operation  in  the  Farmington  District  of 
throwing  out  the  vote  of  Farmington,  which  was  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-eight,  and  which  gave  Cyrus  A.  Thomas  thirty-six  majority? 

An^swer.  The  operation  was  to  give  him  thirty-six  majority. 

Question,  That  he  lost  it? 

Answer.  Yes,  if  that  was  the  way  the  vote  stood. 

Question,  Do  you  know  what  plantation  or  town  was  classed  with 
that? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Look  at  the  Representative  tabulation  from  Franklin 
County,  Farmington  District,  and  see  what  was  the  result  of  tiirow- 
ing  out  Farmington  ? 

Ansioer,  The  result  was  that  Perkins  Plantation  elected. 

Question.  That  is,  there  was  one  vote  in  favor  of  Voter,  and  by 
rejecting  Farmington  it  threw  the  election  upon  Perkins  Plantation? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  What  was  the  whole  number  of  votes  thrown  there? 

Answer.  Twenty-seven.  That  plantation  should  have  been  re- 
jected ;  there  is  no  whole  number  of  votes  given. 

Question.  It  was  not  rejected? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  the  vote  as  thrown? 

Answer.  Thirteen  for  Thomas ;  fourteen  for  Voter. 

Question.  Giving  one  majority  for  Voter? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  And  on  that  plantation  the  certificate  was  issued  to 
Voter? 

Answer.  Yes,  it  so  appears. 

Question.  So  that  the  eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight  votes  of 
Farmington  were  thrown  out? 

Answer.  They  should  both  of  them  have  been  thrown  out. 

Question.  If  both  of  them  had  been  thrown  out  nobody  would 
have  received  a  certificate  ? 

Answer.  No.     That  is  a  matter  I  never  saw  before. 
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Question.  The  return  does  state  the  number  of  yotes  ;  in  that 
case  Perkins  should  have  been  counted? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  And  that  gave  twenty-seven ;  thirteen  for  the  Republi- 
can candidate ;  fourteen  for  the  Fusion  candidate  ? 

Anstcer.  Yes. 

Questioji.  Throwing  out  Farmington,  a  certificate  was  given  to  the 
Fusion  candidate,  Mr.  Voter.'' 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  that  a  thing  you  understood  fhlly  about? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  You  agreed  to  that? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  on  the  principle  I  have  stated. 

Question.  You  believed  that  the  principles  of  the  Constitution 
and  the  laws  would  reject  Farmington  ? 

Aiiswer.  For  the  time  being. 

Question.  Enough  to  give  a  certificate  to  Voter? 

^Ansioer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  On  the  ground  that  the  record  on  the  town  book  was 
not  made  up  in  open  town  meeting? 

Answer.  The  record  and  the  return. 

Question.  The  affidavit  said  nothing  about  the  return  ? 

Answer.  If  there  is  no  record  there  could  be  no  legal  return. 

Question.  Supposing  that  the  return  appeared  all  regular  before 
vou,  regularly  sealed  up  and  no  testimony  about  it,  you  would 
count  it? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Qiiestion.  Although  it  might  have  been  that  no  record  was  made 
up? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q^esiion.  There  could  be  such  a  thing  as  a  record  without  a 
return  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  but  that  fact  might  not  come  before  us.  If  there 
is  an  affidavit  before  us  to  the  effect  that  there  is  no  record,  I  hold 
that  to  be  sufficient,  if  the  affidavit  is  reliable. 

Question.  That  the  record  in  the  record  book  must  be  made  up  in 
ox>en  town  meeting? 

Answer.  I  regarded  that  as  sine  qua  ncn. 

Question.  What  do  you  think  it  refers  to? 

jAnswer.  The  town  record. 
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Question.  That  that  must  be  made  in  open  town  meeting? 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  And  that  was  acted  upon  in  rejecting  the  Farmington 
vote? 

Answer.  As  I  understood  it.  So  far  as  my  knowledge  goes, 
Clerks  of  towns  and  cities,  where  the  records  are  properl3''  kept, 
make  up  their  record,  that  is,  make  up  their  outline,  and  fill  it  up  in 
open  town  meeting,  as  they  ought  to  do  and  are  required  to  do,  in 
order  there  should  be  no  collusion  or  fraud  practiced. 

Question.  Did  j'ou  have  any  communication  with  Voter,  the 
Fusion  candidate,  in  this  case  ? 

Answer.  I  think  I  dropped  Mr.  Voter  a  line  that  his  Mends 
desired  to  have  him  come  down  here.  That  is  all  the  commanica- 
tion  I  think  I  ever  had  with  any  member ;  I  did  that  at  the  request 
of  somebody. 

Question.  Do  3'ou  remember  who  made  that  request? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  If  you  were  acting  in  this  strictl}'  impartial  atmosphere 
and  cared  little  about  the  result,  and  felt  j-ou  had  no  interest,  why,  if 
you  had  not  been  earnestly  requested,  should  you  have  written  for 
any  man? 

Ar^swer.  I  wrote  that  after  the  certificates  were  issued.  The 
question  became  a  matter  of  public  interest  and  excitement.  Some- 
body, a  few  days  before  the  session  of  the  Legislature,  requested 
me  to  drop  Mr.  Voter  a  line,  which  I  did. 

Question.  Why  should  you  have  written  Mr.  Voter,  if  it  was  a  dear 
case? 

Answer.  I  should  not  excepting  at  the  request  of  some  person, — 
I  cannot  say  now  whom. 

Questimi.  Was  it  somebody  on  the  Council  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Question.  Some  person  in  Augusta? 

Answer.  It  might  have  been  Mr.  Sawyer. 

Question.  Was  it  Mr.  Pillsbury? 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Question.  Did  you  not,  during  this  time,  and  during  the  weeks 
preceding  the  issuing  of  the  certificates,  consult  considerably  with 
Eben  F.  Pillsbury? 

Answer.  Prior  to  issuing  the  certificates,  I  saw  but  y^Ty  little  of 
Mr.  Pillsbury,  and  I  will  give  him  the  credit  of  having  but  very  little 
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to  say ;  or,  so  far  as  I  know,  to  do  with  the  matter.  He  was  scarcely 
at  my  room  at  all,  and  I  doubt  if  he  was  at  the  Conncil  Room ;  I 
did  not  see  him.  After  the  certificates  were  issued  he  was  frequently 
in  the  room. 

QuesHon.  Why  should  he  have  been  there  after,  more  than  before  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  yon ;  I  have  no  means  of  knowing. 

Question.  What  was  he  there  for? 

Ajiswer.  Sometimes  he  was  acting  as  counsel,  as  I  understood, 
for  some  parties,  and  there  were  some  matters  of  busmess  he  had, — 
something  to  do  about  the  printing  business. 

Question.  If  he  had  been  acting  as  counsel  for  parties  in  the  elec- 
tion, would  he  not  have  appeared  before  the  issuing  of  the  certifi- 
cates? 

Answer.  After  the  certificates  were  issued,  I  saw  him  more  fire- 
quently  than  before. 

Question.  Had  you  not  talked  this  whole  matter  over  with  him 
before  the  certificates  were  issued? 

Answer.  I  think  not ;  I  have  no  remembrance  of  it. 

Question.  Had  you  not  visited  him  in  his  office? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Are  you  sure  ? 

Answer.  I  am  sure  I  was  not  in  Mr.  Pillsbury's  office ;  I  might 
have  stepped  in  there  twice  or  three  times ;  I  was  down  once  or 
twice  to  the  daguerrian  rooms,  in  the  same  building ;  I  had  to  pass 
up  the  stairs ;  it  was  very  seldom  I  was  in  there  ;  I  never  was  in 
there  more  than  half  a  dozen  times  during  the  year. 

Question.  What  were  you  bent  on  in  the  way  of  business  when 
you  visited  there  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  any  particular  business ;  being  there  I 
went  in. 

Question.  What  did  you  talk  with  him  about? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say,  sometimes  one  thing  and  sometimes 
another. 

Question.  Have  yon  not  talked  with  him  about  the  matter  of 
election  returns  and  the  counting,  as  applied  to  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentatives ? 

Answer.  I  think  likely  the  matter  has  been  mentioned  a  few  times. 

Question.  Did  he  not  give  you  advice  and  counsel  and  suggestions 
as  to  how  to  proceed? 

Ansfoer.  I  have  no  remembrance. 
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Question.  Did  you  not  see  him  frequentlj  in  the  Council  Boom, 
talking  with  them? 

Answer.  Not  very. 

Question.  Occasionally? 

Answer.  Yes,  but  very  seldom ;  I  think  he  was  a  gentleman  who 
was  there  about  as  little  as  most  any  one. 

Question.  Did  he  not  frequently  go  to  the  Council  Chamber  once 
or  twice  a  day,  driving  down  and  stopping,  and  then  driving  back? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say. 

Question.  Did  you  not  frequently,  'or  occasionally,  drive  to  or 
from  there  with  Mr.  Pillsbury  ? 

Answer.  I  should  think  likely ;  perhaps  two  or  three  times  in  the 
course  of  the  faU  when  he  was  there  with  his  horse,  I  *might  have 
ridden  down. 

Question.  What  was  he  thei*e  for? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  you. 

Question.  Don't  you  know  that  he  had  a  very  keen  interest  and 
exercised  a  great  deal  of  care  and  supervision  over  the  whole  matter 
of  returns? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  he  had  any  supervision ;  I  have  no  doubt 
he  had  a  great  interest. 

Question.  Did  he  not  make  that  interest  known  in  the  presence  of 
the  Council? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  I  can  hardly  recollect  the  occasion  when 
he  was  in  the  Council  Room  till  after  the  issuing  of  the  certificates, 
and  there  was  a  great  deal  of  excitement  and  threats. 

Question.  With  what  persons  throughout  the  State  during  this 
whole  time,  up  to  the  issuing  of  the  certificates,  did  you  have  any 
correspondence  in  relation  to  any  returns  ? 

Answer.  In  what  respect? 

Question.  In  relation  to  an}'^  returns,  correspondence  by  writing? 

Answer.  I  had  some  correspondence  with  Mr.  Gould,  Mr.  Brad- 
bury, and  perhaps  several  other  lawyers  in  the  State. 

Question.  Did  you  have  an}*  communication  with  the  chairman  of 
the  Aroostook  Democratic  County  Committee,  Mr.  Torrey  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  have  an}*  interview  with  him? 

Answer.  No.     I  know  Mr.  Torrey  of  Bath. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  communication  with  him  ? 

Answer.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 
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Question.  Daring  the  whole  matter? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember. 

Question.  Think  of  it? 

Ansuoer.  It  is  possible  I  might  have  written  a  note  to  Mr.  Torrey 
about  some  matter  to  which  my  attention  was  called. 

Question.  What  about? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember.  I  do  not  recollect  that  I  wrote  him, 
but  it  is  possible  I  might  have  dropped  him  a  line  about  something  or 
other.  Let  me  see ;  my  impression  is  that  the  allegation  was  made 
that  the  Senator  from  Sagadahoc  county  was  not  an  eligible  candi- 
date, and  I  have  the  impression,  although  I  am  not  positive,  that  I 
might  have  dropped  Mr.  Torrey  a  letter  of  inquiry. 

Queattont^  Did  you  propose  to  go  into  a  question  of  that  kind? 

Answer.  If  a  man  was  ineligible  we  proposed  to  •  ascertain  that 
fact. 

Question.  Under  what  provision  of  the  law  ? 

Answer.  The  Constitution  says  a  man  shall  not  be  eligible  who 
is  an  alien. 

Question.  If  the  return  from  a  town  appeared  all  right,  and  the 
Constitution  declares  that  the  certificate  shall  be  given  to  the  Rep- 
resentative who  has  a  plurality  of  the  votes,  under  what  provision 
of  the  Constitution  or  laws  could  the  Governor  and  Council  go  out- 
side and  take  testimony  as  to  the  eligibility  of  a  candidate  ? 

Anstcer.  I  do  not  know  as  to  the  testimony.  If  there  is  proof 
that  the  man  is  an  alien  and  is  not  eligible  under  the  Constitution, 
I  think  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Governor  and  Council  to  take  cogni- 
zance. 

Question.  If  the  return  indicates  nothing  of  the  kind,  but  on  the 
face  of  the  return  the  man  appears  to  be  elected,  and  nothing  ap- 
pears on  the  face  of  the  return  respecting  his  alienage,  what  right 
have  the  Governor  and  Council  to  raise  that  question,  and  not  count 
that  man  in  ? 

Answer.  1  think  they  have  the  same  right  as  they  have  to  take 
cognizance  of  any  infringement  of  the  law. 

Qtiestion.  What  provision  of  the  Constitution  do  3'ou  refer  to  ? 

Anstver.  That  provision  which  declares  that  no  man  shall  be 
eligible  who  is  an  alien. 

Qtiestion.  What  provision  of  the  Constitution  or  law  authorizes 
the  Governor  and  Council  to  raise  that  question  when  the  return  is 
correct? 
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Answer.  That  very  provision,  and  that  the  Governor  and  Council 
shall  see  that  the  laws  are  faithfhllj  executed.  If  the  law  says  that 
an  alien  shall  not  be  eligible,  we  should  take  cognizance  of  it. 

Qivestion,  It  was  your  belief  that  you,  as  Governor  and  Council, 
had  a  right  to  go  outside  of  the  return,  and  take  testimony  upon  the 
question  whether  or  not  a  candidate  was  an  alien  ? 

Answer.  If  that  fact  appeared,  I  should  hold  it  was  not  the  duty 
of  the  Governor  and  Council  to  issue  the  certificate. 

Question.  You  hold  that  if  that  fact  appeared  outside  of  the  return 
you  had  a  right  to  act  upon  it? 

Answer.  Of  course  it  would  not  appear  in  the  return.  If  Queen 
Victoria  was  returned  as  Senator  fVom  Sagadahoc  county  should 
we  not  take  cognizance  ? 

Question.  I  think  the  return  is  what  you  have  got  to  act  upon. 
But  in  the  case  of  Thomas  Smith,  about  whom  there  is  no  public 
repute  as  there  is  about  a  Sovereign,  if  he  is  elected  a  Representa- 
tive from  Bath,  or  Auburn,  or  Ellsworth,  what  right  have  the 
Governor  and  Council,  in  your  judgment,  under  an}^  provision  of  the 
Constitution  or  law,  to  go  into  the  question  of  alienage  ? 

Answer.  I  have  stated,  I  think  they  have  a  right. 

Question.  Does  not  the  law  expressly,  and  in  terms,  and  the  Con- 
stitution, provide  that  the  certificates  shall  be  given  to  the  party 
who,  upon  the  face  of  the  return,  appears  to  be  elected,  has  a  plu- 
rality of  the  votes? 

Answer.  That  is  the  general  provision. 

Question.  Is  not  that  the  mandate  of  the  law? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  it  is  equally  as  mandatory  that  an  alien  is 
not  an  elegible  candidate. 

Question.  That  is  a  matter  the  body  itself  must  treat  with  after- 
wards. Has  the  Governor  anything  to  do  under  the  law  with  any- 
thing excepting  the  returns  as  they  appear? 

Answer.  The  law  provides  that  certain  men  are  not  eligible,  and  I 
think  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Governor  and  Council  to  inquire  into  that 
where  the  fact  comes  to  them. 

Question.  The  law  is  precisely'  the  opposite,  that  is,  the  Governor 
shall  not  consider  it  or  any  other  question  outside  the  retam.  Has 
it  not  been  so  settled  ? 

Answer.  The  Court  has  settled  those  cases  I  believe  generally  in 
that  way. 

Question.  Is  there  any  decision  indicating  any  other  role? 
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Answer.  I  am  no  lawyer,  but  I  take  a  oommon  sense  view,  that, 
where  the  Constitution  provides  that  a  man  is  not  eligible  to  an 
office,  his  election  to  that  office  does  not  give  him  any  rights. 

Question.  You  hold  that  the  Governor  and  Council  can  inquire 
into  it  although  the  return  is  complete? 

Answer.  If  the  knowledge  of  the  fact  is  indisputable.  I  think  I 
wrote  to  Mr.  Torrey  to  know  the  fact.  That  does  not  follow  I  pro- 
posed to  act  upon  it. 

Question.  It  was  in  reference  to  facts  entirely  outside  of  ihe 
return? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  You  had  the  return  before  you  ? 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  as  to  that  matter. 

Alonzo  Garcelon,  continued.     March  13th^  P.  M. 

Question.  When  the  Committee  adjourned  yesterday,  you  had 
just  stated  your  proposition  as  to  the  right  of  the  Governor  and 
Council  to  consider  the  question  of  the  eligibility  of  a  candidate  ap- 
pearing on  the  returns,  and  you  had  stated  very  directly  your  belief 
in  that  right? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Calling  your  attention  to  that  now,  do  you  reaffirm  that 
statement  of  yesterday  ? 

Answer.  That  is  not  a  practical  question ;  it  is  not  a  matter  of 
practical  consideration,  because  it  is  not  a  case  that  came  before  us. 
I  have  that  opinion  however. 

Question.  Was  there  not  one  or  more  cases  before  the  Council 
where  the  decision  in  reference  to  the  count  was  based  upon  that, 
question,  in  reference  to  the  eligibility  of  either  the  candidate  or 
one  of  the  Town  Officers? 

Answer.  Not  of  the  candidate. 

Q;uestion.  Was  there  any  case  in  which  testimony  was  received 
with  reference  to  the  eligibility  of  any  Town  Officer  whose  name 
appeared  on  the  record? 

Answer.  There  was. 

Question.  What  case  was  that? 

Answer.  The  Cherryfleld  case. 

Question.  In  that  case  do  you  remember  by  the  face  of  the^ 
returns  whether  the  Republican  or  Fusion  candidate  received  the 
majority? 

38 
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Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question,  You  stated  in  the  early  part  of  jour  exaxninatioD  tlut 
you  had  been  for  some  time  familiar  witii  the  general  law  applicable 
to  the  counting  of  returns.  Are  you  familiar  with  tiie  prorisioDs  of 
chapter  two  hundred  and  twelve  of  the  Public  Laws  of  eighteen 
hundred  and  seventy-seven,  and  of  chapter  two  of  the  Public  Laws 
of  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  amendatory  of  the  act  of 
eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  relating  to  elections  ? 

Answer.  I  remember  something  about  the  statute  of  eighteen 
hundred  and  seventy-seven  permitting  the  returns  to  be  amended  by 
the  record.  I  do  not  remember  particularly  what  there  is  about  the 
statute  of  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  by  adding  to  it  tiie 
following  proviso :  "  Provided^  however^  thai  nothing  contained  in 
this  section  skaU  be  construed  to  give  the  Oovemor  and  Council  any 
autliority  to  determine  questions  of  eligibility  in  case  of  Senaion  and 
Representatives  in  the  Legislature,'^^  That  point  I  do  not  remember 
having  my  attention  specially  directed  to. 

Question.  .Do  you  remember  in  the  decision  of  the  Cherryfield  case 
whether  your  attention  was  called  to  the  amendment  in  that  statute 
of  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  which  I  have  just  read  to 
you? 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  that  applies  at  all  to  the  statute  of 
eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-eight. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  your  attention  was  called  to  it  at  all? 

Answer,  I  do  not  remember  the  fact  about  it. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  to  have,  in  any  way,  been  governed 
by  the  statute  of  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  or  to  have  had 
your  attention  called  to  it  in  any  case  before  you  ? 

Ansioer,  I  have  stated  there  was  no  case  of  the  eligibility  of  a 
candidate  which  came  before  us,  to  my  remembrance.  The  question 
was  upon  the  legality  of  the  return  which  is  involved  in  the  Chenj- 
field  case. 

Question,  Did  not  the  question  of  the  legality  of  the  return,  as 
the  Council  considered  it,  involve  the  eligibility  to  office  of  one  of 
the  Selectmen  of  that  town? 

Answer,  Precisely^. 

Question.  So  it  was  a  question  of  eligibility? 

Answer.  Eligibility  of  the  officer  or  the  legality  of  the  town  meet- 
ing, not  of  the  candidate. 

Question.  The  decision  in  that  case  rested  upon  the  question  of 
the  eligibility  of  one  of  the  municipal  officers? 
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Answer.  Precipelj ;  as  to  the  legality  of  the  return? 

QueMicn.  You  do  not  think  the  statute  of  eighteen  hundred  and 
seventy-eight  applies  ? 

Anmioer.  That  was  my  judgment,  and  is,  in  regard  to  it. 
^lestion.  Do  you  remember  in  the  Cherr^-field  case  whether  there 
was  anything  upon  the  face  of  the  returns  that  raised  the  question 
of  the  eligibility  of  one  of  the  officers  of  the  town  meeting  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  remember  there  was. 

Question,  How  is  it  your  recollection  that  the  Council  were  enlight- 
ened or  informed  upon  that  subject? 

Answer.  The  only  knowledge  I  have  of  the  matter  is  a  statement, 
or  ratiier  a  certificate  of  the  Clerk  of  Coui-ts,  showing  the  time  when 
one  of  these  officers  was  naturalized. 

Question.  How  did  the  Clerk  of  Courts,  who  sent  that  certificate 
as  to  the  naturalization  of  one  of  the  Cherryfield  Selectmen,  become 
aware  that  that  question  had  been  raised? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  you  anything  about  that.  I  knew  nothing 
of  the  matter,  only  I  saw  the  certificate  among  certain  papers  which 
I  supposed  to  be  affidavits ;  I  never  examined  anything  excepting 
that  certificate  of  the  Clerk  of  Courts,  which  I  thought  was  condu- 
sive. 

Question.  Was  it  or  not,  the  practice  of  your  Council,  while  con- 
sidering the  question  of  returns,  to  send  out  to  different  parts  of  the 
State  to  parties  in  sympathy  with  them  politically,  giving  directions 
as  to  returns  that  needed  to  be  corrected? 

Anstoer.  I  Inew  nothing  of  the  kind. 

Question,  Was  there  anything  of  that  kind  ever  proposed  to  you? 

Answer.  No ;  I  never  heard  the  proposition  made. 

Question.  You  were  acting  at  that  .time  upon  the  theory  that 
nobody  was  allowed  to  see  the  returns.  Did  that  apply  to  both, — 
Fusionists  as  well  as  Republicans? 

Answer.  Precisely ;  so  far  as  my  knowledge  goes. 

Question.  Did  you  allow  any  information  to  go  out  from  the  Coun- 
cil with  your  knowledge  and  consent,  to  members  of  either  party,  as 
to  the  condition  of  the  returns  ? 

Anstoer,  Not  with  my  knowledge  or  consent. 

Que^Um.  Do  you  believe  that  any  such  information  did  go  out  to 
parties  outside,  stimulating  them  to  get  things  corrected? 

Anstver.  I  have  no  reason  to  believe  so. 

Question.   Upon  your  theory  upon  which  you  were  acting  how 
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could  the  Clerk  of  Courts,  whom  you  say  sent  to  you  a  copy  of  the 
naturalization  paper  of  one  of  the  Selectmen  of  Cherryfield,  have 
known  that  question  was  coming  up  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  you ;  I  know  nothing  about  it. 

Q^e8t^on.  How  can  you  iVom  your  knowledge  of  the  circim- 
.stances,  account  for  the  fact  he  did  send  that? 

Answer.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  circumstances.  I  can 
account  very  readily  for  the  fact  from  the  general  anxiety  there  was 
to  have  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  election  fully  investigated. 
There  had  been  a  good  deal  of  matter  published  in  the  papers  in 
regard  to  the  matter.  If  I  am  permitted  to  allude  to  a  case  which 
you  alluded  to  yesterday,  the  case  of  Mr.  Pratt ;  I  have  seen  tbe 
question  asked  in  the  papers  how  it  happened  that  Pratt  did  so  and 
so.  I  saw  a  statement  in  the  paper  that  as  early  as  October  sixth 
he  was  investigating  certain  matters  ;  I  knew  nothing  of  the  circmn- 
stance,  onh'  what  I  saw  in  the  paper  a  day  or  two  ago.  I  can  only 
account  for  it  on  the  general  principle  that  the  people  were  inter- 
ested in  this  matter,  and  took  measures,  as  they  understood  the 
matter,  to  lay  before  the  Governor  and  Council  all  the  information 
in  their  possession. 

Q^est^on.  Was  it  not  the  fact,  that  there  was  a  self-constituted 
bureau,  if  I  may  so  call  it,  of  gentlemen  in  Augusta  in  sympathy 
politically  with  you  and  the  Council,  who  took  upon  themselves, 
after  communication  with  the  Council,  to  get  up  these  affidavits,  and 
when  they  were  forwarded,  that  they  were  forwarded  to  those  gen- 
tlemen and  by  them  filed  with  the  CouncO? 

'Answer.  I  cannot  give  any  information  in  regard  to  a  matter  of 
that  kind  ;  I  never  heard  of  such  a  thing. 

Q^estion.  Do  you  believe  that  such  was  not  the  case? 

Answer.  I  do. 

Qy£stion.  Was  it  not  a  fact  that  Eben  F.  Mlsbury  was  early  and 
late  engaged  in  getting  up  or  sending  out  intimations  and  informa- 
tion about  defects  in  returns  that  would  operate  against  Republicans 
and  receiving  affidavits  and  filing  them  with  the  Council? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  in  regard  to  that ;  I  do  not  know  anything 
of  the  kind. 

Question.  Was  he  not  the  medium  through  which  this  was  fhr- 
nished? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  that  was  the  fact ;  I  am  not  aware  Uiat  it 
was. 
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Que^ion.  Do  you  know  that  it  was  not  so? 
Answer.  So  far  as  anything  that  came  to  my  knowledge,  I  know. 
Question.  Would  3'ou  be  able  upon  your  oath,  to  the  best  of  your 
knowledge  and  belief  and  information  on  the  subject,  to  contradict 
that  statement? 
Answer.  So  far  as  I  know ;  I  have  no  knowledge. 
Qwestion,  K  it  was  done,  was  it  done  without  your  knowledge 
and  belief? 

Answer.  It  was  done  without  my  knowledge  any  fhrther  than 
this: — ^I  have  always  considered  Mr.  Pillsbury  to  be  very  much 
interested  in  political  matters,  but  I  have  no  knowledge  or  belief 
that  he  was  any  more  interested  than  a  great  many  other  men ;  I 
have  no  knowledge  t>f  his  having  any  complicity  or  connection  with 
any  member  of  the  Council. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  he  was  the  go-between? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  I  ask  you  to  examine  the  tabulation  for  the  Chenyfield 
District,  in  Washington  county,  and  state  what  towns  comprised  that 
district? 

Answer.  Steuben,  Milbridge,  Beddington,  Deblois,  and  some 
plantation. 

Question.  State  who,  by  the  tabulation,  appear  to  be  the  can- 
didates? 

Answer.  Lincoln  H.  Leighton  and  Henry  C.  Baker  for  Repre- 
sentative. 

Qu^estion.  In  the  tabulation  is  the  vote  of  Cherryfield  counted  at 
all,  or  rejected — Cleaving  blanks? 
Answer.  It  is  left  blank. 
Question.  Not  counted  ? 
Anstoer.  No. 

Question.  So  that  the  vote  of  Cherryfield  was  thrown  out? 
Anstoer.  Yes. 

Question.  Cany  your  eye  down  the  column  and  state  what  the 
aggregate  vote  is  received  from  the  other  towns,  of  the  two  candi- 
dates? 

Answer.  Five  hundred  eighty-five,  three  hundred  twenty-one,  and 
two  hundred  sixty-four. 

Question.  Who  received  three  hundred  twenty-one  ? 

Answer.  Leighton. 

Question.  Who  two  hundred  sixty-four? 
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Ansioer.  Baker. 

Question,  Who  is  carried  out  on  the  right  of  the  page  as  the  can- 
didate receiving  the  certificate  ? 

Answer.  "  Lincoln  H.  Leighton." 

Qv£stion.  He  received  the  certificate  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  but  I  presume  he  did ;  I  have  no  remem- 
brance of  it. 

Question.  You  have  no  doubt  about  it? 

Answer.  No.     He  has  the  majority. 

Question.  Don't  you  know  that  Leighton  was  the  Fusion  candi- 
date against  Baker,  who  was  the  Republican  candidate  ? 

Answer.  No ;  I  do  not  know  the  politics  of  either  gentleman. 

Questioji.  I  ask  3'ou  to  examine  the  Representative  return  firom 
Cherryfield,  of  which  we  have  just  been  speaking,  and  to  gire  me 
the  vote  as  thrown  by  that  return  ? 

Answer.  By  this  paper  it  is  three  hundred  fourteen  for  Henry  C. 
Baker ;  ninety-eight  for  Lincoln  H.  Leighton. 

Question.  Making  a  majority  of  two  hundred  sixteen  for  Baker? 

Answer.  I  presume  so ;  I  have  not  reckoned  it. 

Question.  Or,  if  the  whole  district  was  counted,  one  hundred 
fifty-nine  majority  for  Henry  C.  Baker? 

Answer.  I  suppose  so. 

Question.  It  was  by  throwing  out  the  vote  of  Cherryfield  tiiat 
Baker  failed  to  receive  the  certificate  and  Leighton  received  it? 

Answer.  Undoubtedly. 

Question.  That  was  thrown  out  upon  the  afi9davit  with  a  copy  of 
the  naturalization  papers  of  Samuel  Ray  of  Cherryfield,  in  ooonty 
of  Washington,  dated:  "  Supreme  Judicial  Courts  Penobscot  Co.^ 
August  Term,  1879,"  and  certified  to,  with  seal  of  the  Court  accom- 
panying, on  the  fourteenth  day  of  November,  eighteen  hundred  and 
seventy-nine,  by  Charles  T.  Sweet,  Deputy  Clerk.  See  if  that  is 
the  certificate  j'ou  referred  to  ? 

Answer.  I  presume  so ;  I  have  no  doubt  about  it ;  I  do  not  know ; 
it  was  a  certificate ;  I  cannot  remember  anything  about  the  date. 

Question.  I  find  on  the  back  of  the  paper  the  memorandum  ^^  /n 
Council  Dec.  8,  1879.  Election  Bourns.  E.  H.  Gove,  Secreiary 
of  State,*'  which  indicates  that  is  a  paper  coming  from  the  Governor 
and  Council? 

Answer.  I  presume  so. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  who  flimished  tiiat? 
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Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  know  that  upon  the  back  of  this  certificate  of 
the  naturalization  of  Rowe  on  which  this  town  was  thrown  out,  is  the 
filing :  "  Bro.  PUlsbury  The  case  died  is  Bouvier^  p  11.  Prdb^ 
My  Bouvier^s  Institutes.     Truly ^  Charles  N.  Hersey." 

Answer.  I  have  no  remembrance  of  seeing  any  sudi  indorsement 
on  the  paper. 

Question.  Now  that  I  have  read  that  to  3*ou,  have  you  any  doubt 
that  paper  was  fhrnished  to  Mr.  Pillsbury,  of  this  city,  by  Charles 
N.  Herse}^  a  well-known  Democratic  politician  in  Penobscot  county, 
and  furnished  to  you  or  your  Council  by  Mr.  Pillsbury  as  the  go- 
between? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  anything  to  the  contrary ;  and  I  do  not 
see  any  objection  to  that  even  if  it  were  so. 

Question.  Have  you  any  doubt  it  was  so  fbrnished? 

Answer.  I  think  very  likely,  if  it  so  appears ;  I  never  saw  that 
indorsement. 

Question.  That  is  how  one  Republican  Representative  lost  his  seat? 

Answer.  Yes,  on  the  fact  that  the  meeting  was  regarded  as  an 
illegal  meeting,  and  on  the  principle  that  no  legal  return  can  come  firom 
an  illegal  meeting,  under  the  decision  of  the  Court.  That  is  the 
view  we  took  of  the  case.  If  we  were  wrong  there  was  a  proper 
way;  of  its  being  righted. 

Q^estion.  Do  you  remember  the  case  of  the  town  of  Fairfield  ? 

Ainswer.  I  do. 

Question.  Upon  that  the  Council  in  their  report  say : — 

^^  Two  sets  of  returns  were  sent  into  the  Secretary  of  State  from  the 
town  of  Fairfield,  each  of  which  contradicted  the  other ;  and  it  was  im- 
possible^ Arom  the  contradictory  character  of  the  returns,  to  determine 
the  result  of  the  election  in  that  town.  We  have  therefore  rejected  the 
returns  firom  that  town  in  our  tabulation.  This  rejection  affects  the 
election  of  one  Representative.'^ 

I  ask  you  to  examine  the  tabulations  in  the  Fairfield  District, 
ooantj  of  Somerset,  and  state  what  towns  comprise  that  district? 

Answer.  Smithfield,  Mercer  and  Fairfield. 

Question.  Is  the  vote  of  Fairfield  tabulated  or  counted  in  that 
tabulation  r 

Anstoer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  the  aggregate  vote  for  each  candidate  ? 

Anstoer,  One  hundred  and  eighty-one,  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven, 
and  sixteen. 
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Question.  One  hundred  and  eighty-one  is  for  whom? 

Answer.  Harper  Allen. 

Q^estion.  One  hundred  and  fifty-seven  for ? 

Answer.  Andrew  B.  Cole ;  sixteen  for  John  M.  Thompson. 

Question.  Carrj'ing  your  eye  to  the  right  of  the  page,  who  received 
the  certificate? 

Answer.  Harper  Allen. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  he  was  Republican  or  Fusionist? 

Anstioer.  No ;  I  do  not  know  the  politics  of  either. 

Question.  You  never  knew  ? 

Answer.  No ;  I  have  heard,  but  no  pe^onal  knowledge. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  the  vote  of  Fairfield  was? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  say  you  had  heard  the  politics? 

Anmjoer.  I  heard  it  stated  that  it  was  a  Republican  who  did  not 
receive  the  certificate,  but  so  far  as  I  have  anj^  knowledge  I  know 
nothing  of  either  of  the  gentlemen ;  I  never  saw  either. 

Question.  Look  at  the  return  from  the  town  of  Fairfield,  and  give 
me  the  Representative  vote  there  for  Allen  and  for  Cole  ? 

Answer.  Andrew  B.  Cole,  three  hundred  ninety-seven ;  Albert  B. 
Cole,  one ;  Harper  Allen,  three  hundred  and  five. 

Question.  A  plurality  for  Mr.  Cole  over  Harper  of  ninety-two? 

Answer.  Ninety-two. 

Question.  Would  not  that,  if  it  had  been  counted,  more  than 
overcome  the  majority  against  Cole  in  the  other  towns  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  If  Fairfield  had  been  counted,  Mr.  Cole  would  have 
received  his  certificate? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  And  there  would  have  been  one  more  Republican? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Q;uestion.  Whether  you  helped  examine  and  decide  this  case  so 
far  as  arriving  at  the  result,  and  the  reason  upon  which  it  was 
placed  ? 

Answer.  The  reasons  upon  which  it  was  placed  were,  there  were 
two  returns  certifying  to  the  same  fact,  each  differing  from  the 
other  materially,  and  it  was  not  possible  to  tell  from  anyUiing 
that  appeared  upon  the  returns  which  was  the  correct  one. 

Question.  If  you  had  been  able,  from  anything,  to  tell  which  was 
the  first  return,  you  would  have  taken  that? 
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Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  As  the  Council  say,  in  their  report,  ^^It  was  impossWle 
from  the  contradictory  character  of  the  returns^  to  determine  the 
restdt  of  the  election  in  thai  town,"  and  therefore  they  rejected  the 
returns  from  that  town  in  their  tabulation ;  there  was  no  method  of 
deciding  which  was  the  original  return? 

Answer.  None  to  our  knowledge,  unless  by  sending  for  persons 
and  papers,  or  going  to  the  town  and  ascertaining  what  the  facts 
were  in  regard  to  the  case. 

Question.  You  would  not  hold,  would  you,  that  where  a  complete 
return  in  a  formal  manner  l||td  been  sent  in  from  a  town,  that  a  sub- 
sequent return  would  throw  that  town  out,  if  you  knew  which  was 
the  first  return? 
An9wer.  No. 

Qvueetion.  And  the  difficulty  here  was,  when  you  went  to  examine, 
to  find  which  was  the  first  return? 

Answer.  That  seemed  to  be  the  fact  about  it,  so  far  as  any 
knowledge  came  to  me  or  any  member  of  the  Council  so  far  as  I 
know ;  or  so  far  as  I  understood. 

Question.  Did  you  discover  in  your  examination  anything  that 
would  give  any  light  upon  the  question  of  which  was  the  original 
return? 

A'uswer.   I  never  heard  there  was  any  possible  way,   by  the 
returns,  of  finding  out  or  determining  which  was  the  first  or  second. 
Question.  So  that  with  that  lack  of  evidence  of  what  was  the  first 
return,  and  they  contradicting  each  other,  you  threw  them  both  out? 
Answer.  That  was  the  result. 
Question.  Did  you  examine  the  returns  yourself? 
Answer.  No ;  I  took  the  statement  of  the  Council,  and  they  voted 
upon  it. 

Question.  Examine  the  other  set  of  returns  from  Fairfield,  found 
in   the   files  of  the  Governor  and  Council.     First  is  the  Governor's 
return  which  you  had  nothing  to  do  with? 
Answer.  No. 

Question.  Look  at  the  other  return.     It  is  the  same  hand  writ- 
ing as  the  first  and  the  same  signatures? 

A.7hswer.  Without  inspecting  it  very  closely,  I  should  say  they 
were  the  same ;  I  should  suppose  so ;  I  should  have  no  doubt  about 

it. 

Question.  So  that  the  two  make  out  the  two  sets  of  returns  upon 
which  the  town  was  rejected ;  do  they  not? 
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Arunoer.  That  would  seem  to  be  the  fact  about  it. 

Question,  Now,  I  ask  you  what  returns  you  and  the  Council  were 
examining? 

Arunoer.  Senators  and  Representatives,  I  suppose. 

QnesHon.  And  Count}^  Officers? 

Answer.  No.     The  County  Officers  were  not  takea  up. 

Question.  Did  you  examine  or  have  an^-thiog  to  do  with  opemng 
the  returns  from  towns  for  Governor? 

Answer.  No,  never. 

Question.  Becaiise  those  went  directly  to  the  Legialature? 

Ansioer.  Yes. 

Question.  Examine  the  first  return  found  on  that  set? 

Answer.  This  is  the  County  Officers'  return. 

Question.  That  you  did  not  examine  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  at  that  time,  and  I  never  examined  or  saw 
it. 

Question.  Had  that  been  examined  up  to  the  time  the  Cottncil 
made  its  final  report? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Open  that  County  Officer  return  again,  and  tell  me  what 
you  find  annexed  to  that  return,  and  read  ? 

Wftness  reads : — 

''Fairfield,  Sept.  2&,  1879. 
To  the  Secretary  of  State,  Augusta,  Me. : 

Sir : — Herewith  please  find  amended  report  of  the  town  of  Fairfield^ 

made  in  consequence  of  an  error  which  occurred  in  the  counting  of  the 

votes  on  the  evening  of  the  election,  which  we  have  made  after  a  careful 

count  of  the  votes,  which  were  carefully  preserved. 

F.  M.  TOTMAN,      )  Selectmea 
H.  C.  Burleigh,  1        of 
0.  J.  Greene,      J  Fairfield. 

Attest:       F.  E.  MoFadden,  Town  Clerk  of  Fairfield." 

Question.  That  you  find  with  the  return  for  Count}'  Officers  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  If  you  had  had  that,  or  anything  corresponding  to  tliat. 
with  the  other  returns  that  would  have  shown  which  was  the  second 
set,  would  it  not? 

Answer.  I  presume  so.  It  would  have  shown  tiiis  was  an  amended 
return. 

Question.  Then  there  would  have  been  no  objection  to  taking  the 
first  or  second  ? 

Answer.  That  is  a  question  I  am  not  prepared  to  answer  now. 
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QuesHon.  Did  you  know  that  anything  did  aooompan}'  it? 
Ansioer.  No.    This  is  the  first  intimation  I  ever  had  that  there 
was  any  certificate  or  any  paper  connected  in  any  way  with  the  re- 
turns. 

Question.  In  addition  to  what  yon  have  just  read  as  a  letter  from 
the  Selectmen,  what  else  do  you  find  pasted  upon  that  left  hand 
margin? 

Answer,  I  find — ^^  Amended  return  of  the  Tovm  of  Fairfield,  Sept. 
25,  1879:' 

Question.  You  find  that  on  a  slip  of  paper  stuck  on  to  the  return  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  you  did  not  have  with  the  other  return? 
Answer.  I  never  saw  or  heard  of  anything  of  the  kind  tiU  now. 
Question.  In  what  manner  is  that  memorandum  you  have  just 
ready  attached? 
Answer.  I  should  presume  it  was  attached  with  some  gum. 
Question.  Or  mucilage  ? 
Answer.  I  should  suppose  so. 
Question.  It  has  that  appearance? 
Ansu)er.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  1  want  you  to  take  the  Senatorial  and  Representative 
returns  following  that,  and  look  on  the  left  hand  corner  of  the  Sena- 
torial return,  and  see  if  you  do  not  find  clearly,  now  that  your  atten- 
tion is  called  to  to  it,  where  a  memorandum  either  is  found  now  or 
has  been  torn,  by  somebody,  from  its  place  ? 

Anstver.  There  seems  to  be  the  appearance  of  there  having  some- 
thing^, at  sometime  on  other,  been  attached  on  the  comer  of  the 
return. 

Question.  Is  it  not  in  the  same  place,  correspondingly,  that  you 
find  the  memorandum  which  you  read,  on  the  County  Ofi^cers' 
return  ? 

Answer.  It  is  on  the  comer ;  yes. 

Question.  Look  at  it  closely,  again,  and  then  look  at  the  paper  on 
which  that  little  memorandum  is  written,  and  see  if  you  do  not  find 
on  that  corner  where  the  memorandum  was  evidently  torn,  with 
shreds  of  the  same  kind  of  paper,  marked  with  the  same  sort  of  blue 
line.      I  leave  that  to  your  observation  and  intelligence  ? 

Anstoer.  There  is  certainly  a  mark  of  a  blue  line,  or  the  com- 
menoement  of  one. 

Questitm.  Comparing  it  with  the  other  paper  on  the  County  Offl- 
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cer's  return,  the  color,  etc.,  have  you  any  doabt  it  is  a  remnant  of 
the  same  kind  of  paper? 

Answer,  I  have  no  means  of  knowing  that  matter,  but  it  looks 
verv  like  it. 

Queatian,  Have  you  any  doubt  now  that  that  return  did  contain, 
at  some  time,  a  memorandum  on  that  kind  of  paper,  or  some  kind, 
that  has  been  torn  awa}*  by  somebody  ? 

Answer.  It  certainly  has  that  appearance. 

Question,  Then,  if  the  same  kind  of  memorandum  had  been  found 
on  the  Senatorial  and  Representative  returns  as  l^at  found  upon  the 
County  Officers*  return,  declaring  which  was  the  second  or  amended 
return,  there  would  have  been  no  difficulty  in  settling  which  was  the 
first  return? 

Answer,  No ;  not  if  the  certificate  was  reliable ;  and  if  it  was  not 
reliable  it  could  have  been  very  easily  corrected  by  the  record. 

Question,  In  the  County  Officers'  return,  which  was  not  opened 
by  3'ou,  that  memorandum  is  still  found  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  remained  on  there  till  opened  ? 

Answer,  If  it  was  there  it  must  have  remained  there  till  opened. 

Question,  Have  3'ou  got  the  Governor's  return? 

Anstver,  Yes ;  they  are  all  attached  together  here. 

Question,  Does  the  Governor's  return,  which  was  not  opened  by 
you,  also  contain  the  same  kind  of  a  memorandum,  on  the  same 
kind  of  paper? 

Answer,  Yes. 

Question,  What  does  that  say  ? 

Answer,  ^'Amended  return  of  Town  of  Fairfield^  Sept,  25^  1879y" 
and  I  should  have  no  doubt  of  its  being  in  the  same  hand  writing. 

Question,  But  the  Representative  return  that  was  thrown  out  has 
nothing  excepting  the  shreds  of  the  paper  which  remain  on  the 
mucilage  ? 

Answer,  That  seems  to  be  it. 

Question,  Have  you  any  doubt  in  your  own  mind  that  that  paper 
had  the  same  kind  of  a  memorandum  on  it? 

Answer,  I  say,  if  that  was  the  paper  returned  in  that  way  as  a 
Representative  return,  that  it  looks  as  though  that  was  the  fact. 

Question,  Looks  as  though  it  had  been  torn  ofi*? 

Answer,  Evidently  been  torn  off  by  somebody*,  or  a  ver}'  peculiar 
piece  of  paper  attached. 
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Question.  Did  jou  know  anything  about  that  performance  ? 
Answer,  I  never  heard,  or  saw,  or  dreamed  of  anything  of  that 
sort. 

Question.  Would  you  have  sanctioned  such  a  mutilation  in  ihe 
return? 

Question.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  kind  of  a  performance  do  you  think  it  was  ? 
Answer.  If  it  was  done  by  any  member  of  the  Council,  it  was  a 
▼ery  gross  violation  of  right. 

Question.  You  do  not  think  that  is  following  the  Constitution  and 
laws? 

Answer.  No,  not  by  any  means.  If  there  is  any  evidence  of  any- 
thing like  fraud  or  improper  proceedings,  I  am  not  here  to  justify  it, 
or  anywhere  else. 

Question.  Yet  you  say  you  examined  these  returns? 
Answer.  No ;  I  never  examined  one  of  these  returns. 
Question.   I  am  mistaken.    You  did  not  so  state.     But  you 
remembered  the  case  ? 

Answer.  Yes;  I  remember  the  case,  and  the  alleged  statement 
that  there  was  nothing  about  the  returns  to  distinguish  them  in  any 
'    possible  way. 

Question.  You  or  the  Council  had  all  these  returns  before  them 
for  Senators  and  Representatives,  from  Fairfield ;  they  would  not 
have  thrown  them  out  if  they  had  not? 
Answer.  No. 

Question.  Was  not  the  basis  of  their  report  to  you  that  they  had 
examined  both  sets? 
Afistoer.  Yes. 

Question.  And  that  nothing  could  be  found  to  show  which  was 
the  second  one  ? 
•  Anstoer.  Yes. 
Question.  In  that  confhsion  you  rejected  them? 
Answer.  Yes. 

Questi€>n.  Did  you  have  an3i;hing  more  to  do  with  it  than  helping 
to  settle  the  conclusion  as  matter  of  law,  what  you  would  do  when 
the  facts  were  reported  to  you  ? 
Anstoer.  That  is  ail. 

Question.  Did  yon  in  any  deliberation  of  the  Council  or  in  any 
examination  of  the  Committee  on  Election  Returns,  have  any  know, 
led^e  of  the  tearing  of  that  memorandum  from  the  Representative 
retum? 
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Answer.  Never. 

Question.  Or  did  joa  in  any  way  sanction  it? 

Answer.  No  possible  way. 

Q^e8ltion.  Do  you  now,  in  any  way,  pretend  to  excuse  or  justil^  it? 

Answer.  Not  at  all.  This  is  the  first  intimation*,  this  moment^ 
that  there  was  any  attachment  made  to  any  one  of  the  retunis  in 
any  possible  wa}'^;  and,  if  that  was  the  fact,  of  course  it  is  an 
unjustifiable  act ;  that  is  my  judgment. 

Qaestion.  Do  you  think,  as  the  decision  finally  rested  upon  you 
and  everything  had  to  be  approved  by  you,  when  the  report  and  list 
were  reported  to  you,  on  a  case  where  your  attention  was  called  and 
you  were  asked  to  help  make  up  the  decision  as  matter  of  law,  and 
did  help  make  it  up,  that  you  were  carefully  considering  Ihe  Con- 
stitution and  the  laws  in  not,  yourself,  examining  these  papers, 
instead  of  taking  the  report? 

Answer.  We  do  a  great  many  things  on  the  testimony  of  men 
whom  we  implicitly  rely  upon,  and  I  never  had  a  breath  of  suspicion 
cross  my  mind  that  there  was  anything  that  was  not  perfecdy  square 
in  regard  to  those  returns ;  and  the  gentlemen  who  were  more  imme- 
diately connected  with  them  made  the  statement  there  was  notiung 
about  them  incorrect ;  I  must  confess  I  was  guilty  of  a  little  n^lect 
in  not  looking  into  it  personally  myself,  but  of  course  relying  as  I 
did  on  the  statements  made  to  me,  I  did  not  so  examine. 

Qtiestion.  In  the  statements  you  have  made  constantly  since  that 
time,  in  public  and  private,  that  the  law  was  carried  out  aud  that 
the  Constitution  was  observed,  and  that  there  were  no  frauds,  no 
corrections  and  no  tamperings,  have  you,  as  in  this  case,  relied  upon 
the  good  faith  of  the  men  about  you  in  the  Council,  wha  had  the 
examination  and  tabulation  of  those  returns  ? 

Answer.  Most  assuredly ;  I  most  assuredly  so  relied  in  every 
case  where  my  own  observation  was  not  called.  In  a  gocMi  naany 
cases  I  did  examine.  This  happened  to  be  one  of  the  cases  I  did 
not. 

Qaestion.  Do  3'ou  remember  which  member  of  your  Council  pre- 
sented this  case  to  you? 

Answer.  No ;  I  do  not,  but  I  presume  Mr.  Brown  did ;  I  cannot 
testify  as  to  that  fact. 

Question.  Had  you  a  member  of  ^e  Council  who  was  also  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Election  Returns,  who  was  a  promi- 
nent citizen  and  resident  of  Fairfield  ? 
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Anmoer,  Yes ;  Mr.  Brown. 
Question,  S.  S.  Brown? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 
Question,  A  lawyer. 
Anstioer.  Yes. 

Q^estion,  He  was  one  of  the  gentlemen  who,  when  the  Committee 
on  Election  Returns  was  re-cast,  and  two  added  to  it  in  October, 
eighteen  hundred  and  seyenty-nine,  was  put  on  additionally  ? 
Answer.  Precisely. 

Question,  How  far  does  he  live  from  here? 
Ansu)€r,  About  twenty  miles,  I  think. 

Question.  Easy  and  convenient  communication  between  this  dty 
and  that  town? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Railroad  between  here  and  there? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  he  not  in  the  habit  of  coming  down  to  attend  ses- 
sions^ and  sometimes  going  back  at  night  and  returning  here  in  ihe 
morning? 

Answer,  I  should  think  not ;  I  do  not  know. 
Q^estion,  That  was  an  easy  thing  to  do? 

Ariswer,  Not  as  the  trains  run.     The  communication  back  and 
forth  to  the  East  is  very  unfavorable. 

Question,  There  are  two  or  three  trains  a  day  between  here  and 
there? 

Answer,  No ;  there  is  only  one  train  a  day  that  is  practical.   Yon 
can  go  at  four  in  the  afternoon  and  come  back  at  ten  the  next  day. 
Qtcestion,  Tiiere  are  night  trains? 
Anstoer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qtie^ion.  It  was  so  near  that  there  was  no  difficulty  in  Brown, 
as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Election  Returns,  whom  you  pre- 
sume presented  this  case  to  you,  sending  up  to  his  neighbors  and 
getting  testimony? 

^nsfvoer.  I  should  judge  not. 

Question,   Was  it  ever  proposed  that,  to  settle  this  question, 
which    ^vras  the  original  return,  either  of  the  Selectmen  should  be 

broaght  in? 
Anstoer.  No. 

Questum,  In  the  case  of  Farmington,  which  we  examined  yester- 
dav,  you  did  admit  the  affidavit  of  the  Selectmen,  and  decided  the 
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case  upon  it ;  can  you  conceive  any  reason  why  that  should  not 
have  been  done  in  the  Fairfield  case  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Why? 

Answer.  Probably  they  wanted  to  get  a  Representative  of  the 
right  stamp. 

Question.  I  believe  you  stated  that  the  rule  in  regard  to  initials 
was,  that  if  only  the  initials  or  different  initials  appeared,  they  were 
counted  for  two  persons  ? 

Answer.  That  was  the  rule  as  adopted ;  I  wish  to  explain : — ^You 
remember  that  the  tabulations  of  these  tables  were  made  before  this 
rule,  or  before  this  matter  was  decided  upon,  and  the  quesUou 
investigated. 

Question.  The  first  tabulation? 

Ansioer.  Yes. 

Question.  But  we  are  looking  here  at  the  final  tabulation  from 
which  the  list  was  made  up? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  was  made  after  the  rule  was  adopted? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  You  do  not  wish  to  take  any  point  there? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  I  ask  you  to  examine  the  return  from  a  town  near  hy 
you,  where  you  are  well  known,  and  have,  no  doubt,  been  a  great 
many  times  in  your  profession, — East  Livermore, — ^the  return  for 
Ck>unty  Officers,  and  state  for  whom  the  votes  are  given  for  County 
Commissioner? 

Answer.  Hiram  Briggs  and  George  T.  Piper. 

Question.  Look  at  the  tabulations  for  County  Officers,  Sast  LiT< 
ermore,  and  see  for  whom  the  vote  of  Hiram  Briggs  is  tabulated  and 
counted  ? 

Answer.  Carried  out  for  Hiram  Briggs. 

Question.  As  is  shown  by  the  other  towns  in  the  county,  who  wai 
the  Republican  candidate  and  received  the  vote  of  the  party? 
Ansujer.  Hiram  W.  Briggs. 

Question.  But  the  return  shows  it  to  have  been  ^'  Hiram  Bri^/ 
without  the  middle  initial? 
Answer.  Yes,  and  so  tabulated. 

Question.  And  you  believe  correctly? 
Answer.  Certainly. 
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Question.  Because  where  an  initial  was  omitted  or  used  instead 
of  the  full  name  you  counted  it  for  the  two  men  ? 
Answer.  That  was  the  rule. 

Question.  80  you  hold  that  tabulation  was  correct? 
Answer.  Yes. 

Qiiestion.  Do  you  know  that  in  that  case  Messrs.  Wing  and  Sav- 
age appeared  with  an  affidavit  stating  that  the  record  showed  that, 
the  votes  were  thrown  for  Hiram  W.  Briggs,  and  that  the  votes 
themselves  were  for  Hiram  W.  Briggs,  but  that  the  return,  by  mis- 
take left  out  the  '*W?" 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  distinctly ;  I  know  there  was  some- 
thing about  it,  and  I  decided  that  Hiram  W.  Briggs  should  have  the 
certificate. 

Question.  But  not  upon  the  tabulation  ? 
Answer.  No. 

Question.  It  was  tabultited  for  ^^  Hiram  Briggs/'  there? 
Answer.  Yes.     It  was  amended  under  the  law  of  e^hteen  hun- 
dred and  seventy-seven ;  that  was  my  decision.     There  was  quite  a 
contest,  and  I  decided  it  should  be  corrected. 

Question.  Did  you  decide  that  the  return  of  this  town  should  be 
corrected,  or  did  you  decide  upon  the  majority  aside  from  this? 

Answer.  No ;  I  decided  that  should  be  corrected,  that  the  vote 
shoafd  be  counted,  because  there  was  no  question  about  the  County 
Officers. 

Question.  If  your  rule  was  that  they  should  be  counted  for  the 
two  men,  why  should  you  change  the  decision? 

Gnawer.  Because  it  was  corrected  by  the  record  so  far  as  County 
Officers  were  concerned. 

Question.  Without  that  ^''ou  would  not  have  changed  it? 
Answer.  No. 

Question.  Who  got  the  certificate  in  that  case  for  County  Com- 
miBsioner? 

jLnafwer.  Briggs,  I  think. 
Mr.  Cook:    Piper  got  it? 

"WrrKEss.     It  was  contrary  to  my  direction  then.    If  you  will  look: 
at  the  law  you  will  see  the  Governor  is  not  required  to  sign  those 
certificates.     The  matter  of  county  returns  I  never  myself  examined ; 
and  never  signed  any  certificate. 

Question.  Piper  received  the  certificate  and  your  Council  over* 
ruled  you  ? 
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Answer,  Yes. 

Question,  The  tabulation  shows  no  correction  ? 

Answer.'  No. 

Question.  So  it  must  have  finally  been  counted  for  ''Hiram 
Briggs,"  and  Piper  received  the  certificate? 

Answer,  Yes. 

Question,  Piper  is  a  Democrat  and  Briggs  a  Republican? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  but  suppose  it  to  be  so  if  he  received  his 
certificate  under  those  circumstances ;  I  am  not  acquainted  with  the 
politics  of  either. 

Question,  Look  at  the  county  returns  from  the  town  of  Lincoln 
for  County  Attorney  and  read  the  vote  as  you  find  it? 

Answer.  Whole  number  of  votes  three  hundred  and  seventy- 
eight. 

Question,  Who  are  they  thrown  for? 

Answer.  B.  H.  Mace  two  hundred  and  eight;  Peregrine  G. 
White  six ;  Jasper  Hutchins  one  hundred  and  sixty-four. 

Question.  Look  at  the  tabulations  of  Lincoln,  in  Penobscot  county, 
and  see  for  whom  the  vote,  which  in  the  return  is  given  to  B.  H. 
Mace,  is  tabulated  ? 

Answer.  ''  Benjamin  H.  Mace." 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  rule  by  which  votes  returned  for 
^'  B.  H.  Mace"  should  be  tabulated  for  ''  Benjamin  H.  Maoe?" 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  What  would  have  been  3'our  rule  in  that  case? 

Answer.  To  tabulate  for  "B.  H.  Mace." 

Question.  And  Benjamin  H.  Mace  would  have  lost  it  under  your 
rule? 

Answer.  He  would  have  lost  the  vote  of  that  town. 

Question.  Do  you  approve  of  that  tabulation  ? 

Answer.  That  is  evidently  wrong  under  the  rule  we  adopted. 

Question.  Did  you  know  of  the  violation  of  the  rule  in  that  case? 

Answer.  No ;  I  never  examined  any  of  the  county  returns,  per- 
sonally, excepting  the  county  return  from  the  town  of  Livennore. 
because  that  was  a  matter  left  with  them. 

Question,  Which  is  the  Fusionist  and  which  the  Republican  in 
this  return? 

Answer.  I  suppose  that  Mace  is  the  Fusionist  from  what  I  have 
learned  since  election. 

Question.  Who  received  the  certificate  ? 
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Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Don't  you  know  by  pablic  repute,  as  it  appeared  in  the 
newspapers,  that  Maoe  received  the  certificate? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  the  fatality  of  the  ditto  marks,  by 
which  a  good  deal  of  public  and  private  talk  was  made  ? 

Answer.  I  remember  there  were  such  cases.  I  do  not  remember 
anything  of  the  particular  cases. 

Question,  Do  you  remember  that  the  rule  adopted  was,  to  throw  out 

r 

the  returns  for  the  candidate  against  whose  name  the  ditto  marks 
appear  ? 
Answer.  That  was  the  rule. 

Question.  Was  that,  in  your  judgment,  a  proper  rule  ? 
Answer.  I  thought  so,  then ;  I  tliink  so  now. 
Question.  I  call  your  attention  to  the  vote  for  Senator  from  the 
town  of  Andover,  Oxford  county,  and  ask  you  to  state  how  the  re- 
turn reads,  as  to  the  votes  cast? 

Answer.  ^^ Francis  W.  Redlon,,  one  hundred  sixteen^  116;   William 
W.  Waitn,  116" — ^in  figures,  and  under  the  "one  hundred  sixteen*' 
ditto  marks.     Likewise  for  Gilbert  Barrett  the  figures  "95"  and 
ditto  marks  under  the  words  *'*•  ninety-Jive.*' 

Question.  Under  the  rule  the  votes  for  the  two  second  candidates 
would  not  be  counted  ? 

Answer.  I  am  not  quite  so  clear.  That  is  one  of  the  cases  where 
the  figures  are  made  plainly  and  unmistakably,  and  I  would  hesitate 
about  ^ving  an  opinion.  I  do  not  remember  whether  the  Constitu- 
tion says  it  shall  be  carried  out  both  in  words  and  figures. 

Question.  Look  and  see  whether  it  is  tabulated  for  all  four  candi- 
dates? 

Anstver.  It  is. 

Question.   Each  of  the  four  candidates  gets  the  benefit  of  the 
votes  as  cast? 
Answer*  Yes. 

Question.  The  ditto  marks  were  not  regarded,  it  was  not  thrown 
out  on  that  account  ? 
Afnswer.  No. 

Question.  Look  at  the  Senatorial  return  from  the  town  of  West- 
brook? 

Artsvoer*  That  is  a  very  difiierent  return.    The  figures  are  not  car- 
ried out. 


614  ALTERED  BLEOTION  RETURNS. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  have  occasion  to  examine  that? 

Answer,  I  never  heard  of  an  intimation  of  it  before  this  moment. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  of  Mr.  Bisbee  from  Buckfield,  the 
town  whose  return  has  just  been  examined,  being  down  and  visiting 
you  and  the  Council  and  examining  the  condition  of  the  returns  for 
that  town  and  county  ? 

Answer.  I  remember  of  seeing  Mr.  Bisbee,  and  I  suppose  he 
examined  those  returns ;  my  attention  was  not  particularly  called  to 
them.  I  never  made  any  examination  of  any  count}'  returns  and 
know  notiiing  about  them. 

Question.  So  that,  whatever  was  done  upon  them  was  done  with- 
out being  brought  to  your  knowledge  at  all  ? 

AnMoer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know,  as  matter  of  fact,  which  way  the  majority 
was  quite  largely  in  Buckfield? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Don't  you  know  it  is  a  strong  Greenback  town  ? 

Answer.  No ;  I  have  the  impression  it  is  the  other  way. 

Question.  Right  under  Solon  Chase's  nose? 

Answer.  It  does  not  make  any  difference  about  that.  Strange 
things  happen  sometimes.  So  far  as  that  matter  is  concerned,  I 
presume  there  is  not  a  man  in  the  State  who  knows  so  little  about 
the  political  complexion  of  towns  or  members  of  the  Legislature  as 
I  do.  It  is  a  matter  I  never  inquired  into.  Although  I  have  been 
several  times  a  candidate  for  office  I  never  asked  a  man  to  vote  for 
me.  I  never  desired  an  office,  and  have  had  nothing  to  do  with  what 
you  term  politics  or  political  action.  I  have,  unfortunately,  been 
placed  in  positions  where  I  had  to  act  and  I  calculated  to  act  correctly. 

Question.  I  call  your  attention  to  the  return  for  County  Commis^- 
sioner  for  the  town  of  Hebron  in  Oxford  county,  where  Frank  Y. 
Bradley  was  the  Republican  candidate  and  Henry  G.  Walker  the 
Fusion  candidate.  Look  at  the  return  and  state  just  what  you  find 
apparent  in  regard  to  the  name  of  the  Fusion  candidate  there,  who 
was  Henry  G.  Walker?  [Witness  examines  return  with  a  micro- 
scope.] 

Answer.  It  has  the  appearance  that  the  name  was  written  as 
"  Henry  C.  Walker,"  and  that  the  addition  of  the  lower  part^  con- 
verting the  ''  O"  into  a  "  O"  was  made  after  the  "  (7"  was  made. 

Question.  Has  the  "C"  been  attempted  to  be  changed,  or  changeci 
into  a  "  G^"  by  adding  a  mark? 


TRSTIMONT  OF  ALONZO  GAROBLON.  gX5 

Answer.  Yes.     It  looks  as  though  there  was  a  plain  ^^  C  first 
made,  and  that  letter  was  changed  to  a  ^^  O" 
Question.  By  the  tail  being  added? 
Anstoer.  Yes,  or  lower  stroke. 

Question.  Is  it  plain  it  was  first  made  a  complete  ^'  Cf 
Answer.  Yes,  it  is  plain  to  to  the  eye,  and  especially  so  under  the 
microscope. 

Question.  Is  the  "  C"  evidently  of  the  same  hand  writing,  the 
same  ink,  the  same  shade  of  the  other  letters  in  that  name  ? 

Answer.  It  looks  as  though  there  had  been  some  scratching  about 
the  lower  part  before  the  tail  was  put  upon  it.  It  looks  as  though 
there  had  been  a  little  attempt  to  change ;  if  I  was  a  suspicious 
character  I  should  suppose  some  one  had  tampered  with  it. 

Question.  Is  it  very  plain  that  the  alteration  which  made  it  into  a 
sort  of  "  G^ "  was  made  after  it  had  been  made  a  ''  C  T 
Answer.  That  is  the  appearance  to  me,  assuredly. 
Question.  Mr.  Farrington  saw  that  letter  when  the  return  was 
first  opened  and  found  it  a  '*  C"  on  the  eighth  day  of  December ; 
before  the  count  was  made  up  it  was  changed  and  the  return  was 
tabulated  for  "  Henry  G.  Walker."    Had  you  any  knowledge  of 
that? 
Answer.  None  at  all. 
Question.  What  would  you  call  that? 

Answer.  I  should  call  that  a  cheat,  if  it  was  done  as  a  cheat,  by 
whoever  did  it. 

Question.  If  it  was  a  "  O"  on  the  eighth  of  December,  and 
changed  after  that  before  the  tabulation  was  made  up  you  would  call 
it,  by  whomever  made,  a  cheat? 

Ansvoer.  It  does  not  make  any  difference  by  whom. 
Question.  A  forgery  ? 
Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  That  is  forgery  of  a  return  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  if  the  return  came  in  as  '•  C"  and  was  afterwards 
made  *  *  G  "  it  was  a  forgery. 

Question.  In  order  to  see  what  motive  there  was  to  change  that, 
look  at  the  tabulation  of  Hebron  and  see  for  whom  this  vote  was  tab- 
ulated, whether  ''  Henry  C."  or  "  Henry  G."  Walker. 

A.nsu>er.  There  are  no  votes  tabulated  for  anybody  but  "  Henry 
G.  Walker." 

Question.  So  that  the  tabulation  was  clearly  made  up  from  the 
retom  as  altered  ? 
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Answer.  It  was  made  up  fixHn  the  return  as  it  now  appears  to 
exist. 

Question.  You  have  do  doubt  there  was  an  alteration  by  some- 
body? 

Ansijuer.  I  have  no  doubt  ^^  C"  was  made  and  there  was  a  obange 
to  the  ^^  G"  either  by  the  party  who  made  out  the  original  return  or 
b}'  somebody  since. 

Question.  Would  you  justify  the  changing  of  an  initial  in  the  name 
of  a  candidate  from  "'  C"  to  a  '^  G,*'  in  order  that  it  might  be  tabu- 
lated for  him  and  he  gain  the  vote  ? 

Answer.  No ;  of  course  not. 

Question.  Would  you  call  that  conforming  to  the  Constitution  and 
laws  ? 

Answer.  Not  much. 

Question.  Would  yoxx  not  call  it  a  gross  and  wanton  and  inex- 
cusable violation  of  every  law  applicable  to  returns  ? 

« 

Answer.  Yes,  certainly' ;  if  any  evidence  of  anything  of  that  kind 
exists  it  is  a  gross  violation  of  right,  if  the  fact  is  as  you  state,  that 
is  to  say,  if  the  testimony  of  those  gentlemen  is  that. 

Question.  Yes ;  and  they  were  here  for  the  purpose  of  examining. 
The  question  is  suggested  to  me  by  a  member  of  the  Committee, 
(Mr.  Strickland)  whether  in  the  examination  of  these  returns  to  see 
how  they  were  found,  persons  were  permitted  to  examine  them 
excepting  in  the  Council  Room,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  Council? 

Answer.  I  have  always  understood  the  parties  had  very  ftee 
access  to  those  returns.  They  were  very  frequently  taken  into  the 
Messenger's  Room,  and,  when  I  was  in  the  Council  Chamber,  taken 
into  my  Room  and  examined  by  attorneys  or  parties  interested 
in  the  examination  of  the  returns.  For  a  large  number  of  days, — 
several  weeks, — ^there  was  almost  a  constant  examination  of  those 
returns  by  parties  of  various  kinds. 

Q;uestion.  So  that  parties  outside  had  an  opportunity  of  looking 
at  the  Hebron  return  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  parties  in  the  interest  of  those  returns ;  I  have  that 
impression,  and  I  believe  that  is  correct. 

Question.  If  they  were  taken  out  to  be  examined  in  your  Room, 
or  the  Messenger's  Room,  did  not  a  member  of  the  Council  always 
accompany  them?  wherever  taken,  were  they  not  in  the  custody 
•of  some  member  of  the  Council  ? 

An^swer.  I  cannot  say,  although  my  impression  is  it  was  frequently 
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the  case  that  men  examined  these  returns  without  their  being 
present ;  I  would  not  state  that  as  absolute  fact,  because  I  cannot  say. 
Question.  Take  the  case  of  the  Hebron  return : — assuming  there 
was  no  change  of  the  ^^C"  on  December  eighth,  but  was  done  after- 
Warda^y  somebody ;  if  it  was  done  by  somebody  outside  of  the 
Council  without  their  knowledge,  when  they  came  to  tabulate  it 
would  it  not  appear  to  them,  and  does  it  not  now  appear  plain,  that 
a  cliange  had  been  made  ? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  not  that  enough  to  put  them  upon  their  inquiry? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  do  not  think,  whoever  did  it,  that  they  ought  to 
count  it,  without  inquiring? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  When  the  question  came  up  about  issuing  cer- 
tificates, as  to  whether  the  law  required  the  Governor  to  sign  county 
returns,  and  it  was  decided  it  was  not  deemed'  necessary,  I  put  the 
question  to  the  several  members  of  the  Council  whether  upon  their 
honor  the  county  returns  had  been  correctly  returned,  and  the  count 
was  made  up  properly ;  and  I  received  the  affirmative,  that  they 
vouched  for  their  being  perfectly  accurate  ;  and  I  trusted  to  them. 

By  Mr.  STRICKLAND : 

Question.  Whether  or  not  other  persons  than  the  Governor  and 
Council  had  an  opportunity,  if  they  saw  fit,  to  make  the  alteration 
of  '^C*  into  ''Gr 

AnsTver.  I  have  already  said,  that  so  far  as  I  know,  there  was ; 
and,  indeed,  I  do  know,  very  decidedly,  there  was  ver}'  free  access 
to  those  county  returns ;  that  the  parties  in  the  interest  of  those 
candidates,  such  as  Mr.  Bisbee,  were  here  about  that  business ;  and 
Mr.  Heath,  and  a  large  number  of  gentlemen  from  various  counties  ; 
and  candidates  themselves.  There  was  very  free  access  to  county 
returns.  The  only  county  return  I  think  that  I  ever  examined  was 
the  return  from  Livermore,  where  the  question  came  up  of  amend- 
ing. I  know  that  some  members  of  the  Council  were  very  much 
opposed  to  making  any  amendment.  I  decided  it  should  be  done  in 
that  case.  I  have  the  impression  there  was  very  free  access  to  those 
returns. 

By  Mr.  HALE : 

Question.  It  could  hardly  have  been  any  object  for  any  Repub- 
lican to  change  that  to  make  it  count  for  a  Democratic  candidate  ? 
Answer.  I  should  suppose  not. 
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By  Mr.  STRICKLAND : 

Question.  For  instance,  the  return  from  Backfield  which  did  not 
show  either  the  town  or  county  on  the  face  except  the  word  written 
in  down  against  the  Selectmen  and  Town  Clerk ;  could  not  some 
person  besides  those  persons  connected  with  the  Governor  and  Coun- 
cil have  opportunitj*^  to  write  that  word  ? 

Aniwer.  I  suppose  that  might  have  been  done,  but  I  know  nothing 
about  it. 

By  Mr.  HALE : 

Question,  If  it  was  done,  and  forgery  was  committed  by  anybody 
before  the  Council  tabulated  it  and  counted  it,  in  the  manner  this 
was  done,  it  was  enough  to  call  their  attention  to  it  before  counting  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  And  ought  to  have  done  so? 

Answer.  Yes,  unless  on  the  back  of  the  envelope  there  might  be 
an  assurance  it  was  from  Buckfield. 

By  Mr.  STRICKLAND : 

Question.    There  would  be  nothing  suspicious   about  the  word 
"Buckfield'*  in  that  return? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  HALE : 

Question.  Was  not  the  question  of  identity  of  names  and  towns, 
whether  written  by  the  same  party  or  different  ones,  under  your  prin- 
ciple, more  or  less  discussed, — whether  returns  were  all  signed  by 
one  Selectman,  and  so  was  it  not  a  question  which  involved  scrutiny 
of  names  before  the  Council  from  time  to  time  ? 

ATiswer.   Yes. 

Question.  That  was  one  of  the  things  they  would  naturally  be  on 
the  look  out  for  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  to  see  whether  they  were  forged  returns ;  under 
the  decision  of  the  Court  that  to  an  official  document  a  man  must 
sign  his  name  or  make  his  mark. 

Question.  The  Council  ought  to  have  been  on  the  look  out  for  any 
forgeries  of  names  or  towns  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  names ;  I  do  not  know  as  towns? 

Question.  1  call  your  attention  to  the  Senatorial  return  from  the 
town  of  Wells,  York  count}^  and  ask  you  to  look  at  the  return  for 
Mr.  Stover,  who  was  one  of  the  Fusion  candidates  for  Senator,  and 
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to  state  what  you  find  there  apparent  in  the  name  Stover?  [Witness 
examines  return  with  microscope.] 

Answer,  I  should  say,  on  examining  it,  that  in  the  writing  of  it 
the  words  "  Josiah  Stover"  were  first  written  in. 

Question,  That  is,  that  the  name  was  first  written  ^'Josiah 
Stover?" 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  subsequently  the  "-4"  was  written  in.  I 
should  say  so,  judging  from  the  fact  that  there  is  so  little  space 
between  the  '''•h**  in  Josiah  and  the  letter  "  S" 

Question,  Not  enough  space  or  such  as  would  be  natural? 
Answer,  No ;  not  natural,  and  yet,  under  the  glass  there  is  no 
appearance  of  any  erasure  or  anything  of  the  kind. 

Question,  If  the  letter  was  written  in  afterwards  there  would  be 
no  erasure? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Does  it  not  appear  also  from  the  look  of  the  ink  and 
the  scoring  that  the  "  ^4  "  presents  a  different  appearance  to  the  eye 
than  the  other  letters  ? 

Answer.  The  ink  appears  precisely  the  same  as  the  ''  S"  I  should 
judge.  In  the  word  ^'' Hatch"  the  ink  was  evidently  a  little  thick, 
and,  in  dipping  the  pen  in  some  ink-stands,  you  will  sometimes  take 
up  thicker  ink  and  the  appearance  is  different.  I  would  not  want  to 
give  any  testimony  as  to  that. 

Question.  Does  it  look  as  if  the  ''/S"  had  had  some  additional 
shading? 

Answer.  In  the  "  aS"  there  is  that  same  appearance  of  roughness 
as  in  all  the  letters,  almost,  as  you  look  at  them  under  the  glass. 

Question.  See  if  you  find  any  other  capital  "-4"  in  that  return, 
and,  by  the  way,  look  at  the  name  "  Josiah  Stover"  and  see  if  it  is 
evidently  in  the  hand  writing  of  the  Clerk  ? 

Answer.  I  should  hardly  think  any  of  those  names  were  written 
by  the  Clerk.  [Witness  examines  the  return  more  closely  than 
before.]     Yes  ;  I  should  think  they  were. 

Question.  See  if  you  find  any  other  capital  "^"  that  looks  like 
that'' A  r 

Answer..  There  is  a  letter  '^A"  in  Hills'  name,  which  in  the  form 
of  the  letter  is  very  like. 

Question.  Are  the  form  and  size  the  same  ? 

Answer.  Little  more  space.  That  could  be  accounted  for  on  the 
ground  that  there  was  a  mistake  made  in  writing  the  name  and  the 
''  ^  '*  was  put  in  afterwards. 
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Queation.  Look  at  the  memorandum  attached  which  the  Town 
Clerk  made  up  for  his  record  book,  and  see  how  the  Clerk  has  there 
made  up  his  record  on  the  Stover  vote  ? 

Ansiver.  "  Josiah  Stover."     What  do  you  call  this? 

Question,  This  is  a  memorandum  for  the  record.  That  memo- 
randum contains  the  names  of  all  the  candidates  with  the  votes 
carried  out? 

Answer.  It  appears  to  be  so. 

Question.  It  is  carried  out  for  ''  Josiah  Stover?" 

Answer.  Yes. 

Questioji.  In  this  case  the  Clerk  has  appeared  and  sworn  that  he 
wrote  the  name  "  Josiah  Stover"  and  did  not  write  that  "^4.,"  and 
that  he  wrote  it  as  he  wrote  it  on  his  memorandum  for  his  town 
record.  Do  you  know,  under  those  circusmstances,  of  any  person 
who  would  have  any  right,  for  the  sake  of  giving  the  three  hun- 
dred odd  votes  to  Stover,  the  Fusion  candidate,  to  write  in  that 
letter"^?" 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Ought  it  to  have  been  tabulated  and  counted  for 
''Josiah  Stover?" 

Answer.  If  it  so  appeared  when  it  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Coun- 
cil or  Committee,  or  whoever  examined  the  return. 

Question.  You  never  examined  this  case  personally  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  or  know  before  from  inspection,  of 
that  appearance  of  that  return  ? 

Answer.  No,  I  never  heard  of  anything  of  the  kind. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  knowledge  of  blank  returns  being 
sent  out  from  the  CouncU  or  Secretaiy  of  State  or  by  any  member 
of  the  State  Government,  to  Fusion  towns,  for  the  purpose  of  being 
changed  or  substituted  for  the  original  returns  ? 

Answer.  1  never  did. 

Q-uestion.  Do  you  know  of  anything  in  the  law  that  justifies  such 
substitution  ? 

Answer.  I  not  only  do  not  know  of  anything  which  justifies,  but 
my  understanding  of  the  law  is  that  anything  of  the  kind  is  abso- 
lutely illegal. 

Question.  Did  you  know  of  blank  returns  being  sent,  as  testified 
to  by  Mr.  Talbot  of  East  Machias,  to  him  by  the  Adjutant  General? 

Answer.  No ;  I  did  not  hear  the  testimony. 
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Question.   With  instructions  accompanying  them,   stating  what 
defects  existed  in  certain  towns  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  If  anything  of  that  kind  was  done,  or  any  consultation 
or  any  plan  of  action  matured  in  Augusta,  had  you  any  knowledge 
of  it? 

Answer.  No,  I  had  not ;  1  never  heard  of  the  thing  being  done 
by  any  member  of  the  government. 

Question.  Would  you  have  authorized  any  person  who  had  had  an 
opportunity  to  examine  the  returns  in  the  Council,  at  a  period  before 
they  were  made  public,  from  the  knowledge  there  obtained  of  defects 
in  Fusion  towns,  to  send  out  blank  returns  for  the  purpose  of  fixing 
and  correcting  their  returns? 
'  Answer.  No,  sir. 
Question.  Did  you  ever  authorize  anybody? 
Anstoer.  I  never  authorized  anj-body ;  I  never  heard  any  member 
of  the  government  intimate  they  had  done  such  a  thing,  or  that  such 
a  thing  was  done  or  talked  about. 

Question.  Previous  to  the  time  when  the  returns  were  made  pub- 
lic, could  anybody  have  sent  blank  returns  to  any  Fusion  candidate 
with  instructions  and  directions  as  to  what  defects  existed  in  the 
returns,  unless  he  had  had  access  to  the  returns? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  about  that ;  I  do  not  know  in  what  way 
he  could  have  done  so  unless  he  had  been  told.  He  might  have 
been  informed  by  some  person  who  had  had  access  to  them. 

Question.  Had  anybody  been  allowed  access  previous  to  the  time 
when  the  vote  of  the  Council  took  place  that  an  examination  should 
be  allowed  on  December  first? 

Answer.  No  to  my  knowledge.  Will  you  allow  me  to  state  fully 
in  regard  to  that  matter? 

Question.  Yes,  glad  to  have  you. 

Anstoer.  On  October  twenty-ninth,  when  the  vote  was  passed 
asthorizihg  those  returns  to  be  taken  charge  of  by  the  Committee,  I 
had  supposed — ^I  now  suppose — that  no  person  had  ever  seen  the 
inside  of  one  of  those  returns.  On  the  twenty-ninth  or  thirtieth,  or 
immediately  after  the  adjournment  of  the  Council,  as  I  understand, 
the  Committee  on  Elections  took  charge  of  those  returns.  On  the 
seventeenth  of  November,  when  the  Committee  called  on  me  in  re- 
gard to  this  matter  of  the  returns  and  intimated  parties  had  had 
access  to  those  returns  and  there  was  a  statemept  made  that  the  Re- 
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publicans  wanted  to  be  used  as  well  as  the  Democrats,  I,  of  conTBe, 
felt  indignant  at  the  suggestion  that  anj-bodj  had  had  access  to 
them.  I  did  not  believe  they  had.  Immediatelj',  on  conferring 
with  the  members  of  the  Council,  I  put  the  question  squarely  to  them 
whether  any  person  had  had  access  outside  of  the  members  of  the 
Council,  and  the  statement  was  made  to  me,  decidedly,  that  no  per- 
son had  had  such  access,  and  the  statement  was  further  made  to  me 
that  it  was  not  possible  for  anybody  to  have  without  the  knowledge 
of  some  member  of  the  Council ;  that  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
had  the  charge  of  those  returns  and  that  he  had  a  key, — a  doable 
key  or  what  would  be  equivalent  to  two  keys,  and  that,  when  the 
Council  left  the  Executive  Chamber,  the  returns  were  put  into  the 
safe ;  the  safe  locked,  he  taking  one-half  of  the  key  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  the  other  half,  so  that  neither  one  could  get  access  to 
the  returns  without  the  knowledge  of  the  other.  And,  upon  tiiat 
statement,  believing  those  gentlemen  to  be  men  of  truth  and  veracity, 
I  did  not  hesitate  to  make  the  statement  that  it  was  not  possible  for 
anybody  to  have  had  access  to  those  returns  ;  I  so  believed. 

Question.  You  did  believe,  up  to  October  thirty-first,  that  nobody 
had  seen  them  ? 

Answer.  That  nobody  had  seen  the  inside  of  a  return. 

Question.  After  that,  up  to  November  seventeenth,  that  nobody 
had  seen  them  but  the  Committee  ? 

Answer.  Certainly. 

Question.  And,  after  that,  to  the  time  when  it  was  voted  that  an 
examination  might  take  place,  as  was  shown  yesterda3%  that  nobody 
saw  them  but  the  Council  and  yourself? 

Anstver.  I  so  understood  it. 

Question.  Under  the  restriction  which  you  have  so  well  stated  as 
to  the  parties  who  could  know  of  those  things,  if  any  information 
was  conveyed  outside  as  to  the  condition  of  those  returns  by  any 
party  at  Augusta  or  any  blanks  sent  out  for  correction  based  upon 
their  condition,  it  must  have  been  from  information  derived  from 
some  member  of  the  Committee  who  up  to  the  seventeenth  of 
November  had  had  the  sole  charge  of  them  ? 

Answer.  That  would  be  my  inference. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  anybody  else  who  could  have  given  the 
information  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Qfiestion.  Could  you  have  given  the  information? 
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An8wer.  No ;  I  never  saw  the  inside  or  outside  of  a  return  till 
long  after  the  seventeenth  of  November. 

Question,  Up  to  November  seventeenth  had  anybody  excepting 
those  five  Councillors  any  right  to  know  what  was  in  those  returns  ? 
Answer.  No,  no  farther  than  they  could  learn  from  tiie  returns  in 
the  Secretary's  office. 

Question,  K,  in  the  early  part  of  November,  blank  returns  were 
sent  by  the  Adjutant  General  to  the  Honorable  James  R.  Talbot, 
Fusion  candidate  for  Senator,  with  specific  directions,  in  a  letter 
accompanying,  as  to  what  defects  existed  in  the  returns  fh>m  Jones- 
borough  and  Addison  and  Whiting,  how  could  that  information  have 
been  got  as  to  the  condition  of  those  returns  excepting  from  the  five 
gentlemen,  or  some  one  of  them,  who  had  the  custody  of  those  up 
to  November  seventeenth? 

Anstoer.  You  are  asking  me  a  question  which  I  cannot  answer ; 
I  know  of  no  other  way. 

Qtiegtion,  You  can  conceive  of  no  other  way,  method  or  source 
of  information,  except  one  of  those  five  gentlemen  ? 

Answer.  No,  unless  it  might  be — it  is  not  among  the  impossi- 
ble things — that  the  Messenger  to  the  Governor  and  Council  might, 
in  passing  in  or  out  of  the  Room,  had  an  eye  upon  them  or  heard  a 
statement  or  conversation  or  something  of  that  kind. 

Question.  Did  not  the  Messenger — Mark  Harden — have  very  free 
and  untrammelled  access  to  the  Council  Room  during  all  this  time, 
and  during  the  sessions  of  the  Governor  and  Council? 

Answer.  Yes,  or  that  was  generally  the  fact,  I  think. 

Question,  Was  he  not  employed  by  the  Council  to  do  clerical 
work  in  relation  to  those  returns  ? 

Answer,  I  have  the  impression  that  he  was. 

Question.  Then  he,  in  addition  to  the  five  gentlemen,  must  have 
been  possessed  of  knowledge  as  to  what  the  returns  contained  ? 

Answer,  He  might  have  been ;  I  do  not  say  that  he  must. 

Question,  If  he  was  doing  clerical  work? 

Answer,  I  cannot  say  what  kind  of  clerical  work ;  whether  he  was 
doing  any  work  of  that  kind  I  cannot  say ;  I  was  not  here  in  Augusta 
during  that  time. 

Question.  Can  you  think  of  any  one  besides  him  outside  of  those 
five  gentlemen  ? 

Ansioer.  No ;  I  base  my  statement  entirely  on  what  was  told  me 
on  inquiry,  because  I  wished  to  know  whether  there  was  an}'  ground- 
work for  those  charges. 
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Question.  Would  the  Secretary  of  State,  or  his  assistant,  Mr. 
Sawyer,  who  appears  each  day  to  have  been  present,  and  to  have 
kept  the  roll  and  record  of  the  Council,  be  likely  to  know  what  was 
in  these  returns,  or  have  a  chance  to  inspect  them  as  they  were 
opened  ? 

Answer.  I  should  judge  not.  This  is  a  matter  of  mere  opinion.  I 
should  judge  that  during  the  time  those  gentlemen  were  examining 
these  returns  there  was  no  occasion  for  either  the  Secretary  of  State 
or  his  deputy  to  be  in  the  Room  or  connected  with  the  Room.  I 
know  nothing  about  the  fact  whether  they  were  or  not. 

Question,  You  were  not  here  from  the  thirty-first  of  October  to 
seventeeth  of  November? 

Answer.  From  the  twenty-ninth  of  October  to  the  seventeenth  of 
November,  I  was  not  in  town  at  all. 

Question.  You  can  only  state  as  to  the  general  course  of  business 
in  the  Council? 
Answer.  That  is  all. 

Question.  Look  at  these  three  sheets,  marked  ^^Exfiibit  86 ,  O.  D. 
5.,  Clerk  of  Committee,*^  and  see  if  they,  or  any  of  them,  are  in  your 
hand  writing,  or  made  by  you  ? 

Answer.  I  should  judge  they  were ;  I  should  say  they  were. 
Question.  In  your  hand  writing? 
Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  The  different  sheets  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  and  I  remember  the  circumstances  very  well.  I 
was  running  over  the  tabulation,  to  ascertain  after  the  whole  thing 
was  completed.  There  had  been  a  good  deal  of  talk — ^there  was  a 
charge  made  in  the  papers  that  no  Democratic  towns  had  been 
rejected,  and  I  took  the  tabulation  one  day  to  ascertain  that  fact, 
and  just  ran  over  the  different  towns  to  see  how  many  towns  in  each 
county  were  rejected  and  what  the  majorities  were  in  the  several 
towns,  and  my  impression  is,  the  result  I  found  was  thei'e  had  been 
sixty-three  or  sixty-four  towns,  I  think,  rejected  for  one  reason  and 
another,  including  the  five  cities ;  fift3'-nine  towns  without  the  cities ; 
and,  of  the  fifty-nine  towns  two  of  them  had  thrown  a  tie  vote,  and 
of  the  balance,  thirty  of  them  were  Democratic  towns  and  twenty- 
seven  were  Republican  towns,  as  appeared  on  the  returns,  that  the 
majorities  which  were  rejected  on  the  Republican  side  were  one  hun- 
dred forty-two  votes  more  that  on  the  Democratic  side. 

Question.  How  was  it  possible,  with  your  lack  of  knowledge  as 
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to  who  were  Democrats  and  who  Republicans,  for  you  to  tell  in 
figuring  what  Republican  towns  were  thrown  out  and  what  Demo*- 
cratic  towns  ? 

Answer.  I  called  upon  gentlemen  of  the  CouncU,  or' some  assis- 
tant, to  determine  that  fact. 

Question.  So  you  did  then  discover,  and  you  were  scrutinizing 
and  getting  information  as  to  where  Democratic  returns  had  been 
thrown  out,  and  where  Republican  returns  had  been  ? 

Answer.  This  was  made  up  some  time  afber  the  final  determina- 
tion, and  after  the  matter  had  been  published  around  and  charges 
made  that  no  Democratic  towns  were  thrown  out,  and  I  wanted  to  • 
satisfy^  myself,  and  inquired  into  it,  running  over  in  that  way. 

Question.  Since  we  began  the  examination  I  have  called  your  - 
attention  to  many  towns,  in  some  cases  you  knew  of  and  had  taken 
part  in,  and  in  other  cases  where  the  result  was  reached  without 
your  knowledge,  in  which  Republicans  were  thrown  out  by  reason 
of  the  different  defects  that  I  have  brought  to  your  attention,  under 
the  rales,  and  Fusionists  counted  in,  like  Cherryfield,  Fairfield, 
Farmington,  the  Ashland  case,  and  many  others  I  need  not  mention 
of  that  kind.  Do  you  recall  a  single  case  where  anj''  rejection  of  a 
Democratic  or  Greenback  town  threw  out  a  Democratic  or  Green- 
back candidate? 

Ansioer.  I  do  not  know  the  fact ;  I  have  never  examined  into  that 
question.     It  is  alleged  there  is  not,  but  I  do  not  know  about  that. 
Question.  I  ask  you,  do  you  recall  a  single  instance? 
A.nsw€T.  I  do  not  know  ;  I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  fact.     My 
looking  at  the  matter  I  referred  to  was  merely  a  matter  of  curiosity. 
Qiiestion,  While,  fts  we  have  shown,  they  were  throwing  out  Re- 
publican candidates  and  giving  Fusionists  certificates,  have  you  ever  • 
heard  of  any  instance  where,  the  throwing  out  of  any  town,  threw 
out  a  Fusion  candidate  and  returned  a  Republican? 

A.nswer.  I  never  heard  of  anything  of  the  kind ;  I  never  have 
examined  into  that. 

Question.    In  examining  the  returns  from  nearly  five  hundred 
towns  and  plantations  in  the  State,  critically  as  this  evidently  was 
examined,  do  you  not  consider  it  was  a  most  remarkable  coincidence 
that,  out  of  those,  not  a  single  Fusion  candidate  should  have  been  : 
thrown  out  and  a  Republican  counted  in? 

Answer.    I  do  not  know  as  there  is  anything  very  remarkable 
about  it ;  l>7  the  rules  adopted  in  these  difTerent  towns  which  were 
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rejected  it  so  happened.  There  are  but  very  few  towns  where  there 
could  have  been  any  change.  You  have  mentioned  two  or  three  and 
said  "Many  others;"  I  do  not  recollect  only  two  or  three  where 
that  rule  would  work.  In  Danforth,  for  instance,  there  could  be  no 
mistake  about  that. 

Question.  Here  is  the  report  of  the  Council,  which  stated  in  one 
case  of  its  affecting  the  election  of  one  Representative,  in  another 
case,  by  adopting  this  rule,  the  election  of  five  Representatives  is 
affected? 

Answer.  What  rule  was  that,  counting  names  as  in  case  of  Hills? 

QitesHon.  I  suppose  so;  and  have  I  not  shown  you  since  this 
examination  where,  under  the  rule  as  applied  by  the  Council,  it  was 
not  applied  in  the  same  way  to  both  parties? 

Answer.  If  that  was  so,  it  was  wrong. 

Question.  Was  not  that  wrong? 

Answer.  Yes,  if  it  was  so ;  but  that  is  a  matter — which  to  me  is  a 
matter  I  was  not  aware  of. 

Question.  Is  it  so  strange  that  all  of  these  five  instances  given  h^e. 
should  have  been  Republicans  and  not  Fusionists,  when  we  are  coo> 
fronted  with  the  evidence,  as  shown  to  you,  that  the  rule  was  not 
made  to  apply  to  both  parties  ? 

Answer.  If  the  rule  was  not  made  to  apply,  it  was  decidedly 
wrong. 

Question.  Have  I  not  shown  you  instances  where  yoo  have 
declared  the  rule  was  not  applied,  and  that  if  you  had  had  yoar  way 
it  would  have  been  applied  differently? 

Answer.  Yes ;  on  the  face  of  it. 

Questimi.  So  that  the  upshot  of  it  is,  and  all  was,  that  not  a 
single  Fusionist  was  an^^where  counted  out,  but  that  the  counting 
out  rule  whatever  it  ma}'  be,  as  applied  b}^  the  Council, — ^I  do  not 
say  by  you, — counted  out  only  upon  one  side,  so  far  as  your  knowl- 
edge goes? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  I  have  no  definite  knowledge,  for  X 
never  examined  that  particular  point. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  this  report  sent  out  by  the  Cooft- 
mittee  on  Election  Returns  reciting  the  reasons  for  changes, 
some  twenty-seven  Representatives,  and  does  not  olaim  that 
rule,  as  applied,  affected  a  single  Fusionist? 

Answer.  Inclusive  q€  the  cities? 

Question.  It  would  be  reduced  to  seventeen  excluding  the  dtii 
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Don't  you  know  that  every  one  of  those  seventeen  Representatives 
in  the  report  were  Republicans  counted  out  and  Fusionists  counted 
in,  in  their  stead? 

Answer.  Yes,  I  think  so ;  that  is  the  general  statement. 

Question.  You  have  no  doubt  of  it? 

Answer,  I  presume  that  is  correct ;  and,  so  far  as  that  is  con- 
cerned, I  see  no  wrong  so  far  as  applied  to  those  cases ;  but,  if 
tiiere  were  cases  where  the  same  rule  was  not  applied  it  was  wrong. 

Question.  Is  it  not  remarkable  that,  if  a  set  of  rules  were  adopted 
and  strictly  carried  through,  they  should  apply  to  seventeen  cases 
on  one  side  and  to  not  one  case  on  the  other  side  ? 

Answer.  It  would  be  a  little  significant ;  of  course,  it  might  be 
regarded  as  singular. 

Question.  You  do  not  see  any  reason  why,  if  a  return  for  ^^£.  K. 
Hair'  is  not  counted  when  ^'Edward  K.  Hall"  is  the  real  name,  that 
a  return  on  the  other  side  should  be  counted  for  ^  ^  Benjamin  H. 
Mace,"  when  the  return  said  ''  B.  H.  Maoe?" 

Answer.  No ;  I  do  not  justify  that. 

Question.  When  a  thing  of  that  kind  is  fonnd  it  shows  plain,  in 
the  mind  of  a  reasonable  man,  why  the  operation  of  this  rule  counted 
out  seventeen  Republicans  and  no  Fusionist? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  The  only  object,  as  you  stated  before,  that  can  be  found 
is,  that  a  Representative  was  wanted  of  ^'  the  right  stamp  ?" 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Is  not  that  the  way  it  would  strike  an  ordinary  mind? 

Answer.  I  should  think  likely  that  might  be  the  impression  that 
was  conveyed. 

Question.  In  regard  to  the  law,  you  say  you  did  not  rely  on  Mr. 
Pillsbury ;  upon  whom  were  you  rehing  for  the  law  ? 

Answer.  In  regard  to  what  was  the  law  ? 

Question.  Yes. 

Answer.  We  had  the  Attorney  General  to  call  upon ;  and  Mr. 
Brown,  himself,  was  a  member  of  the  Bar,  and  regarded  ad  a 
decentiiy  good  lawyer,  a  fair  lawyer ;  and  Mr.  Bradbury  was  con- 
sulted, and  Mr.  Webster,  and  Mr.  Grould,  and  several  other  gen* 
tlemen,  in  regard  to  various  points. 

Question.  Were  those  gentlemen  consulted  formally,  and  employed 
as  counsel? 

Answer.  Some  of  them  were  employed  as  counsel. 
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Question.  When  did  jou  first  become  aware  that  this  subject  of 
the  counting  out  and  of  the  results,  some  of  which  have  been 
brought  to  your  attention,  and  have  greatly  surprised  you,  was  the 
great  and  controlling  matter  of  public  interest  in  the  minds  of  the 
people  of  Maine  ? 

Answer,  I  cannot  tell  you.  There  was  newspaper  talk.  The  only 
conversation  that  ever  occured  with  any  members  of  the  Council 
was,  that  it  was  desirable  to  have  the  law  strictly  followed,  and  the 
principles  of  the  Constitution  applied  to  the  tabulation  of  the  Totes ; 
what  particular  time  I  cannot  say. 

Question.  The  reports  of  the  Council,  upon  which  the  certificates 

were  «issued,  bear  date  December  thirteenth ;  the  certificates  were 

issued  some  time  subsequent  to  that.     Did  you  become  aware  that 

there  was  great  public  feeling  and  excitement  upon  this  question, 

,  after  the  certificates  had  been  issued? 

Answer.  I  became  aware  before  that ;  November  seventeenth  was 
the  first  particular  intimation  I  had  that  there  was  an  unusual  excite- 
ment. 

Question.  Did  or  not,  the  interest,  and  the  feeling,  and  excite- 
ment, continue  and  increase  from  that  day  onward,  till  the  year 
ended? 

Answer.  Yes ;  great  excitement. 

Q;aestion.  Was  it  not,  at  last,  the  almost  engrossing  subject  of 
public  attention  and  talk  and  feeling  in  Maine  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Q;u;estion.  At  what  time  did  you  proceed  to  take  counsel  outside 
of  the  legally  constituted  authority  of  the  State,  the  Council  and  the 
Attorney  General? 

Answer.  I  cannot  state  precisely. 

Question.  Before  or  after  the  certificates  were  issued? 

Answer.  I  presume  sometime  before.  My  impression  is  I  had 
several  conversations  with  several  legal  gentlemen  as  to  what  the 
Constitution  and  the  law  required,  particularly  upon  the  question  of 
the  constitutionality  of  the  law  of  eighteen  hundred  and  seventh- 
seven,  as  to  the  application  of  that  law,  whether  the  evidence  was 
to  be  taken  outside,  by  the  Constitution. 

Question.  What  was  the  law  as  laid  down  to  you  by  counsel  with 
whom  you  consulted  on  the  question  of  the  binding  force  of  the  act 
of  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-seven  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Noyes  of  Waterville,  Mr..  Bradbuiy,  Judge  Rice, 
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Mr.  Bion  Bradbury  and  quite  a  large  number  of  other  gentlemen,  I 
recollect  of  conversing  with  in  regard  to  the  matter — and  some  of 
them  I  asked  to  look  at  the  law  and  decide  upon  it — ^were  unanimous 
in  expressing  the  opinion  to  me  that  the  law  was  decidedly  uncon- 
stitutional, that  it  was  assuming  to  constitute  something  different 
than  the  Constitution  required ;  that  was  in  regard  to  the  general 
results  of  the  law. 

Question.  That  this  law  which  allowed  the  Governor  and  Council 
to  take  testimony  upon  the  returns  was  unconstitutional  ? 
Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Why  was  it,  if  j'ou  had  that  legal  advice  and  intended 
to  follow  it,  that  you  allowed  affidavits  to  be  sent  in  from  Mr. 
Smart? 

Ansv;er.  Affidavits  as  regards  the  legality  of  the  returns  were 
clearly  admissible. 

Question.  I  am  speaking  of  affidavits  as  to  the  intention  of  the 
voters  ? 

Answer.  There  is  no  such  case  to  my  knowledge  on  record. 
Question.  You  know,  now,  there  is  such  a  case,  for  I  called  yoxn 
attention  to  Robbinston,  where  the  vote  was  tabulated  and  counted 
f(fr  "John  T.  Wallace,  Jr.,"  although  the  vote  was  thrown  for 
"  John  T.  Wallace,"  on  the  affidavit  of  certain  voters  that  they 
intended  to  vote  for  ''  John  T.  Wallace,  Jr.  ?" 

Answer.  I  did  not  so  understand  it ;  I  never  understood  that  was 
the  fact. 

Question.  You  remember  the  affidavit  I  showed  you  yesterday  and 
the  tabulation? 

Anstcer.  I  remember  the  tabulation,  but  do  not  remember  the 
affidavit. 

Question.  Did  you  not  understand  there  was  that  affidavit  in  that 
case? 

Answer.  No,  I  did  not  remember  that.  So  far  as  the  tabulation  of 
it  being  based  upon  that,  I  never  heard  of  that. 

Quention.  You  stated  you  knew  nothing  about  that ;  but  did  not 
the  tabulation  show  that,  instead  of  being  in  accordance  with  the 
return  for  "John  T.  Wallace,"  it  was  tabulated  for  "John  T.  Wal- 
lace^ Jr.  ?" 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  particularly  about  that. 
Question.  Did  you  not  see  the  affidavit  that  I  read  yesterday  ? 
Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  I  did.     I  do  not  know  but  you  might 
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have  read  it ;  but  the  fact  it  was  tabulated  in  consequeDce  of  that, 
is  news  to  me ;  I  never  heard  of  the  case,  and  in  no  case,  so 
far  as  my  knowledge  went,  was  any  notice  taken  of  any  affidavit 
pertaining  to  the  votes.  It  was  simply  in  regard  to  the  legality  of 
the  returns. 

QVrestian.  Did  you  not  see  this  af3davit  yesterday? 

Aniswer.  I  do  not  think  I  did. 

Question.  I  may  have  omitted  to  pass  it  to  you. 

Answer,  I  did  not  see  it. 

Question.  Can  you  read  it  now? 

Anstoer.  Not  very  well,  on  account  of  the  light ;  I  do  not  doubt 
your  statement  in  regard  to  it ;  but  the  fact  that  it  was  tabulated 
on  the  basis  of  that  affidavit  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Was  there  any  other  basis  for  tabulating  that  except- 
ing that  affidavit? 

Answer.  I  do  not  perceive  that  there  was. 

Question.  Is  not  the  tabulation  in  accordance  with  the  affidavit? 

Answer.  That  would  seem  to  be  the  fact,  but  being  so,  if  anj^thing 
of  the  kind  was  done  it  was  done  without  my  knowledge,  and  it  was 
wrong. 

Question.  And  done  contrary  to  the  law  as  you  received  it?       • 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Upon  whose  advice  and  counsel  did  you  act  in  submit- 
ting the  Questions  to  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  which  you 
sent  to  them  in  late  December  or  early  January  ? 

Answer.  Do  3'ou  mean  in  framing  the  Questions  or  in  the  simple 
fact  of  submitting  questions  ? 

Question.  M}^  question  is  general,  covering  both,  and  jour  answer 
can  make  any  distinction,  if  any  existed? 

Answer.  So  far  as  submitting  questions  at  all,  I  hold  myself  per- 
sonally responsible,  and  nobody  else ;  I  received  a  communication 
from  Mr.  Morrill,  December  twenty-fourth,  the  day  before  Christmas^ 
in  which  he  suggested  that  ''^  quiet  might  be  restored  and  the  public 
mind  pacified  by  the  submission  of  certain  questions  of  law,"  (that 
was  the  language  which  he  used)  to  the  Court ;  I  received  that  cona- 
munication  just  as  I  was  leaving  my  room  in  the  other  portion  of  the 
Capitol,  to  go  to  the  cars.  I  put  the  communication  in  my  pcK^ket 
without  opening  it.  On  my  way  up,  by  the  way  of  Brunswick,  I 
opened  the  communication  and  read  what  he  had  said.  Without 
consulting  with  anybody  or  any  one  knowing  that  I  had  any  inten- 
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tioD  or  purpose  whatever  in  regard  to  the  matter,  I  sat  down  the 
next  day  and  answered  his  communication  and  mailed  it  tibe  next 
morning,  so  he  got  it  on  the  twentj'-sixth  of  December,  Friday ;  I 
heard  nothing  from  him  till  the  next  Monday,  when  I  received  a 
communication  which  has  been  characterized  as  a  ^^  Stump  Speech,'* 
embracing  certain  propositions,  and  stating  certain  statements. 
Thereupon,  finding  those  Questions  were  not  Questions  of  Law  as 
I  understood  the  matter,  I  applied  to  Mr.  Gould  to  frame  Questions, 
covering  the  ground,  as  legal  questions. 

Question.  A.  P.  Gould? 

Answer.  Yes.  Perhaps  I  may  say  that  he,  more  than  any  one 
else,  was  responsible  for  the  particular  manner  in  which  those  Ques- 
tions were  framed.  Mr.  Larrabee  of  Bath,  was  consulted,  and 
Judge  Rice  and  Mr.  Bradbury,  and  quite  a  number  of  other  legal 
gentlemen,  I  do  not  remember  all,  in  regard  to  the  matter.  And 
the  Questions  were  submitted. 

Question.  Did  they  see  the  Questions  as  submitted  ? 

Answer.  They  did,  as  I  have  reason  to  believe ;  I  know. 

Question.  At  that  time  you  had  already  issued  the  certificates  ? 

Answer.  Certainly. 

^Question.  And  much  controversy  had  arisen  as  to  whether  or  not 
certificates  were  issued  to  the  proper  persons  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Did  you  not  make  application  to  the  Justices  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  and  call  upon  them  for  their  decision  under  the 
provision  of  the  Constitution,  which  authorized  it  to  be  done  upon 
important  or  solemn  occasions  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  considered  that  the  exigency  was  such  that  the 
spirit  of  the  Constitution  and  the  letter  were  answered,  as  to  the 
importance  and  solemnity  of  the  case  ? 

Answer.  I  considered  it  would  be  a  means,  agreeable  to  the  sug- 
gestion of  Mr.  MoLTill,  of  quieting  the  public  mind. 

Question.  Did  you  not  apply  to  them  in  order  that  these  very 
controversies  which  you  say  you  knew  had  arisen,  as  to  whether  the 
certificates  had  been  issued  to  the  right  persons,  should  be  settled? 

Answer.  No ;  I  do  not  know  that  1  did  that.  My  object  was,  I 
will  say,  although  I  am  no  lawyer,  my  point  was : — there  were  one 
or  two  Questions  of  Law  which  I  desired  settled,  as  I  understood 
the  matter ;  the  question  was  particularly  in  regard  to  the  returns 
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from  the  cities.  The  Constitution  making  the  Legislature  the  judge 
of  its  own  election,  if  the  Govenior  and  Council  make  mistakes  or 
issue  certificates  wrongfull}',  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  Legislature  to 
correct  those  wrongs,  and  they  are  the  proper  party  and  the  only 
party  to  make  the  correction.  And  the  question  with  me  was, 
whether,  failing  to  make  proper  returns,  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Governor  and  Council  to  call  for  a  new  election,  or  whether  it  was 
competent  for  the  Legislature  to  decide  whether  the  members  osten- 
sibly' elected  were  properly  so,  and  whether  it  would  be  competent 
for  the  Legislature  to  give  those  gentlemen  their  seats  under  that 
condition  of  things.     Those  were  the  particular  points. 

Question.  You  did  not  confine  your  Questions  to  the  facts  arising 
in  regard  to  the  cities  ? 

Answer.  No.  The  Questions  covered  considerable  ground  which, 
in  mj'  judgment,  had  already  been  decided  upon,  and  which  were 
entirely  a  work  of  supererogation. 

Question.  Why  did  you  submit  them  ? 

Answer.  B3'  advice  of  counsel  I  had  called  upon. 

Question.  When  you  submitted  those  Questions  which  raised 
issues  of  law  upon  subject  matters  you  had  passed  upon  did  3^ou  not 
expect  the  judges  would  answer  them  ? 

Answer.  I  supposed  they  would  answer  them  directly.  And  the 
Constitutionality  of  the  law  of  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy -seven 
was  another  question  which  I  wanted  decided  definitely. 

Question.  The  Questions  you  were  submitting  were  submitted  to 
you  as  Governor  of  the  State  ? 

Answer.  Exactly. 

Question.  The  Legislature  of  the  State  has  equal  power  with  the 
Governor  to  call  upon  the  Court? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  The  House  of  Representatives  and  the  Senate  have 
that  power? 

Answer.  I  so  understand. 

Question.  So  there  was  no  call  for  you  to  invoke  from  the  Court 
any  expression  of  opinion  as  to  the  Legislature  that  was  to  be, 
either  Senate  or  House  ? 

Answer.  No,  not  so  far  as  that  particular  point  was  concerned : 
but,  while  submitting  Questions,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  matter  I 
thought  it  was  perfectly  legitimate  and  proper  for  me  to  make  that 
inquiry. 


TESTIMONY  OF  ALONZO  GARGBLOK.  g33 

Question.   Did  not  the  Questions  which  you  submitted  und^r 
advice  of  counsel  raise  issues  in  reference  to  things  which  you  and 
the  Council  had  already  decided  upon  ? 
Answer.  Precisely. 

Question.  If  you  submitted  Questions  raising  issues  in  reference 
to  matters  you  had  already  decided  upon  did  you  not  expect  there 
would  be  answers  to  those  Questions  ? 
Answer.  Certainly,  I  expected  an  answer. 

Question.  Did  you  not  expect  to  take,  and  receive,  and  regard  the 
law  as  given  in  answer  to  those  Questions  ? 

Answer.  In  any  subsequent  action,  any  action  that  might  occur 
after  the  answering  of  those  Questions,  but  I  did  not  expect  that 
any  action  which  had  previously  been  taken  could  be  overturned. 

Question.  Then  why  submit  Questions  that  did  raise  issues  in 
reference  to  those  matters  ? 

Answer.  It  was  done  for  the  purpose  of  quieting  the  mind  of  the 
public  for  the  time  being,  and  likewise  for  future  action. 

Qtcestion.  It  would  not  quiet  the  mind  of  the  public  to  raise  issues 
on  matters  you  had  settled,  to  get  an  answer  and  get  the  law  laid 
down  in  answer  to  those  Questions  and  then  disregard  it? 

Answer.  I  do  not  understand  that  the  Governor  and  Council,  after 
they  have  taken  action  in  discharging  a  duty  which  they  have  ample 
power  to  discharge,  have  any  right  to  go  behind  their  action.  They 
had  decided  that  question  so  far  as  they  believed  to  be  right, — ^at 
least  as  I  believed  to  be  right,  at  the  time, — and  we  had  complied 
with  the  Constitutional  provisions ;  and  whatever  might  be  the 
answers  of  the  Judges  in  regard  to  the  matter,  it  could  make  no 
sort  of  difference  with  the  action  of  the  Board  which  had  already 
gone  by. 

Question.  Would  that  tend  to  settle  the  public  mind? 
Ansioer.  Yes ;  it  of  course  had  a  tendency  to  settle  it. 
Question.  It  would  tend  to  settle  the  public*mind  if  it  came  out  in 
favor  of  your  action  ? 
Ajis^uer.  Either  way. 

Question.  If  it  came  out  against  the  action  of  the  Governor  and 
Council,  which  w&y  would  it  settle  it? 

Anstoer.  It  does  not  make  any  difference ;  it  had  a  tendency  to 
direct  the  attention  of  the  public  to  the  Opinion  of  the  Judges,  as  a 
rule  of  action. 

Question.  Did  not  the  Court,  in  its  Opinion,  settle  the  law  as  to 
who  were  entitled  to  certificates  in  the  five  cities  ? 
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.  Answer,  It  did.  Of  course,  it  is  an  assumption,  and  perhaps  you 
may  regard  it  as  gross  assumption,  for  me  to  say,  it  does  not 
change  my  individual  opinion  as  to  the  Constitutionality  of  the 
question.  Besides  that,  the  question  of  those  cities,  the  seating  of 
those  members,  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Legislature. 

Question.  Did  you  not  receive  the  Opinion  of  the  Court  previous 
to  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature? 

Ansioer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Forty-eight  hours,  at  least? 

Answer.  Perhaps  so.  The  Constitution  says  those  certificates  shall 
be  issued  by  the  Governor  and  Council,  and,  if  I  had  assumed  to 
issue  the  certificates  I  did  not  have  the  vote  of  the  Council  so  to  do, 
and  I  had  no  right  to  act  without  the  vote  of  the  Council. 

Question.  After  you  had  invoked  the  Opinion  of  the  Judges  upon 
the  particular  Questions  raised  in  the  five  cities  where  you  had  given 
no  certificates,  and  after  the  Supreme  Court  had  in  its  decision  set- 
tled to  whom  those  certificates  should  be  given,  and  you  had  received 
that  forty-eight  hours  before  the  sitting  of  the  Legislature,  did  you 
issue  any  certificates  to  the  gentlemen  from  those  cities  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  lay  the  matter  before  your  Council,  for  their 
action  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Did  you  recommend,  in  laying  it  before  them,  that  cer- 
tificates should  issue  in  accordance  with  that  Opinion  ? 

Answer,  I  did,  in  reference  to  the  city  of  Portland. 

Question.  In  reference  to  the  other  cities  ? 

Afiswer.  I  do  not  think  I  did. 

Question.  Was  not  the  Opinion  of  the  Court  ample  and  exhaus- 
tive, covering  all  the  cases  in  those  cities  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  but  it  might  have  been  so  regarded. 

Qiuistion.  After  3'oa  had  invoked  that  Opinion  and  had  got  an 
answer  upon  a  subject  matter  where  3'ou  had  already  acted,  were 
you  not  bound  to  act  in  accordance  with  that  Opinion  ? 

Answer.  1  did  not  think  so.  As  an  independent  body,  I  did  not 
regard  the  Opinion  of  the  Court  as  matter  to  be  followed,  unless  I 
chose. 

Question.  So  you  simply  called  for  the  Opinion  of  the  Court  for 
your  basis  of  action  if  it  suited  you,  and  if  it  did  not  you  should 
not  follow  it? 
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Answer,  Precisely. 
Question.  Wasn't  that  it? 
Answer.  Yes  ;  just  it. 

Question.  When  3'oa  sent  in  3'our  Questions  to  the  Court  to  settle 
those  disputed  questions  of  law,  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  getting 
support  and  help  if  the  Decision  agreed  with  you  ? 

Answer.  It  was  for  the  purpose  of  getting  the  Opinion  of  the 
Judges  in  order  to  satisfy  the  public  mind  in  regard  to  the  matter, 
as  to  what  the  Constitution  taught.  When  the  opinion  of  the 
Judges  came  in,  it  was  totall}'  at  variance  with  all  principles  of 
common  sense  as  understood  b}'  plain  people,  and  I  held  it  was  the 
prerogative  of  the  Governor  and  Council  to  disregard  it. 

Question.  So  really  it  was  not  binding  excepting  to  the  extent 
that  you  agreed  with  it? 

Answer.  I  regard  the  action  of  the  Governor  and  Council,  and  of 
the  Legislature,  as  entirely  independent  of  the  Judiciary,  and  the 
Judiciary  as  independent  of  them ;  they  are  each  distinct  and  inde- 
pendent bodies. 

Question.  And  there  was  no  method  of  obliging  you  to  call  upon 
the  Supreme  Court,  for  the  law,  if  you  had  not  done  it? 
Anstoer.  No. 

Question.  If  3'ou  did  call  upon  them,  were  you  not  bound  by  the 
law  as  laid  down  ? 
Answer.  No. 

Question.  Then  for  what  purpose  did  you  call  for  it?  because  you 
hoped  it  would  agree  with  your  opinion  ? 

Answer.  No ;  because  I  did  not  care  whether  it  did  or  not. 
There  was  the  Opinion  of  previous  Judges,  and  it  was  good  common 
sense,    and,  so  far  as  the  law  was  concerned,  I  believed  it  to  be 

right. 

Question.  Why  did  you  not  act  upon  that  without  going  to  the 

Court? 

Anstcer.  I  did  act  upon  it. 
Question.  Without  going  to  the  Court? 

A^istver.  That  was  done  to  satify  a  desire  to  get  before  the  Court. 
It  was  to  comply  with  Mr.  Morrill's  suggestion  that  there  were  some 
Questions  of  Law. 

Question.  You  did  not  consider  you  were  bound  to  take  the  law 
from  them  if  it  did  not  agree  with  your  views? 

^nstver.  I  regarded  the  Governor  and  Council  an  independent 
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body ;  and,  if  they  did  disagree,  Constitutionally  they  have  a  right 
to  that  opinion  and  if  that  does  not  agree  with  public  opinion  they 
must  turn  them  out  and  put  somebody  else  in. 

Question,  It  came  to  this ;  that  the  Opinion  of  the  Justices  which 
you  invoked  was  to  be  regarded  by  you,  so  far  as  you  believed  it 
was  right  and  in  compliance  with  the  law  and  Constitution  ? 

Answer,  Precisely. 

Question,  And  if  you  did  not  believe  anything  in  that  Opinion 
was  right  and  in  compliance  with  the  law  and  Constitution  you  were 
not  to  regard  it? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Your  idea  m  getting  it  was  to  accept  it,  if  it  agreed  with 
you,  and  not  to  accept  it  if  it  did  not? 

Answer.  Perhaps  you  regard  it  so ;  I  did  not  take  it  into  consid- 
eration. 

Question.  You  did,  in  your  action  ? 

Answer.  That  may  be  true. 

Question.  You  did  not  believe  it  was  good  law  ? 

Answer.  No ;  and  don't  think  j^ou  do. 

Question.  There  was  not  any  mistake  as  to  what  the  law  as  laid 
down  b}'  them  was.     It  was  not  vague? 

Answer,  The  Opinion  I  received  from  the  Judges  was,  that  wt» 
have  not  any  Constitution  or  law,  as  I  understand  it. 

Question.  It  was  in  clear  language  ? 

Answer,  Yes. 

Question,  Not  confused  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question,  You  regarded  it,  so  far  as  you  thought  it  was  good  law. 
and  submitted  the  Portland  case  to  the  Council  ? 

Answer,  Yes ;  I  cannot  say  but  I  submitted  the  whole  case  to 
them ;  I  will  not  be  positive ;  but  my  impression  is,  my  own  feel- 
ings were  against  submitting  the  Questions  of  the  other  cities^  on 
grounds  which  I  wiU  explain  hereafter. 

Question,  Did  the  Council  sustain  you  in  your  view  as  to  the 
Portland  case? 

Anstver.  No. 

Question,  So  there  came  in  another  tribunal,  that  set  itself  uj* 
against  the  Court  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  they  did. 

Question,  They  denied  the  force  of  the  law,  as  applied  l>y  th*- 
Supreme  Court? 
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Anstoer.  I  think  so. 

Qwestion.  Therein  they  diflfered  with  you  ? 

Answer,  Yes. 

Question.  Did  they  overrule  you? 

Ansioer.  Yes. 

Question,  Were  certificates  issued  to  Portland  candidates  ? 

Answer,  No. 

Question,  How  did  they  stand? 

Mr.  Strickland  :  That  is  matter  of  privilege. 

Witness.  I  am  very  clear  in  my  expressions  of  opinion ;  I  do  not 
know  that  there  is  an^^thing  to  be  gained  by  any  question  of  that 
kind. 

Alonzo  Garcelon,  resumed.     March  15th^  1880^  P.  M. 

Question,  I  call  your  attention  to  another  part  of  the  investiga- 
tion,— into  the  expenditure  of  the  Public  Moneys.  What  is  the 
s^'stem  or  course  of  business  under  which  moneys  are  drawn  from 
the  State  Treasury  ? 

Answer.  Ordinarily,  bills  are  presented  and  referred  to  the  Coun- 
eily  and  the  Committee  on  Accounts  draw  a  warrant,  or,  at  least, 
recommend  a  passage  of  the  bill,  and  draw  a  warrant  for  the  pur- 
pose. This  action  is  reported,  and  the  whole  Council  vote  upon  it, 
and  the  warrant  is  then  approved ;  an  order  is  introduced  and  then 
a  warrajit  is  drawn  and  signed,  and  the  money  is  drawn  on  that 
warrant. 

Question,  Is  not  this  true,  that  a  bill  or  claim  is  first  presented, 
if  in  the  case  of  an  employe  or  contractor,  in  the  form  of  a  bill  or  a 
claim  to  the  Council,  and  referred  by  them  to  the  proper  Committee  ? 
Anstver,  Ordinarily  that  is  the  case. 
Question,  Then  does  not  the  Committee  make  a  report  ? 
Anstoer,  Yes. 

Question,  And  report  upon  what  Fund,  if  they  recommend  a  war- 
rant, it  shall  be  drawn? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  is  not  that  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Council 
subject  to  the  approval  or  disapproval  of  the  Governor? 
Anstver.  It  is. 

Question.  And  when  accepted  or  approved  is  not  the  next  step  to 
iraw  tlie  warrant  on  the  Treasurer? 
A^nsujer*  Yes. 
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Question.  Who  draws  the  warrant? 

Answer.  The  Secretary  of  State  ordinarily  draws  the  warrant, 
and  it  is  signed  by  the  Governor. 

Question.  It  is  really  the  Governor's  warrant? 

Answer.  Yes,  of  course. 

Question.  That  warrant  is  presented  to  the  Treasurer  and  by  him 
*  paid? 

Ansfjoer.  I  suppose  so. 

Question.  Is  not  the  warrant  the  voucher  which  the  Treasurer  has 
for  his  payment? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  The  warrant  alone  is  all  the  Treasurer  needs  to  have  as 
his  voucher  in  settling  his  accounts  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  so. 

Question.  Then  where  are  the  vouchers  which  should  appear 
originally  as  the  basis  of  a  claim  or  warrant  left,  if  not  with  the 
Treasurer? 

Answer.  They  usually  are  left  with  the  Committee. 

Question.  Do  they  not  appear,  and  is  not  that  the  rule,  with  the 
report  which  the  Committee  makes  upon  which  the  warrant  is  based? 

Answer.  Ordinarily  I  suppose  that  to  be  the  case. 

Question.  Do  you  not  understand  that  is  the  ordinary  and  proper 
course  of  business  taken  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  Treasurer. 
that  vouchers  ma}'  appear  for  all  expenditures  ? 

Answer.  I  understand  that  to  be  the  ordinary  course  of  bosinesB. 

Question.  Can  you  see  any  better  course  that  can  be  pursued  than 
that  the  vouchers  for  the  claim  shall  be  filed  with  the  Governor  and 
Council  and  go  with  the  report  that  is  the  basis  of  the  warrant? 

Answer.  Ordinarily  that  is  the  usual  course  of  business,  and  would 
be  the  proper  course.  Circumstances  arise  oftentimes  when  that 
cannot  be  done. 

Q;u£stion.  In  the  common  run  of  business  the  vouchers  w^ill  be 
found  with  the  report,  so  if  anybody  is  examining  to  see  if  any 
money  has  been  improperly  drawn  they  look  at  the  papers  and  find 
the  warrant ;  they  find  the  vouchers  with  the  report  of  the  Commit' 
tee,  in  the  ordinary  course? 

Answer.  Yes,  the  general  course. 

Question.  That  is  your  recollection  of  the  general  course  of  busi- 
ness? 

Answer.  I  so  understand. 
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Question.  The  warrants  are  drawn  by  the  Governor? 
Answer.  They  may  be  drawn  up  in  the  hand  of  the  Secretary, 
but  they  are  the  Governor's  warrants,  and  are  signed  by  him ;  un- 
less signed  b}'  him  I  suppose  the  Treasurer  does  not  pay  out  any 
money. 

Questran.  What  is  the  custom  under  which  our  State  runs  in  its 
appropriations?  Are  the  appropriations  made  in  a  lump,  or  in 
distinct  terms,  for  each  object  appropriated  for? 

Answer.  Made  for  the  several  objects  that  may  be  decided  upon, 

and  usually  those  moneys  are  paid  out  for  those  appropriate  objects. 

Question.  Are  the  accounts  kept,  in  the  Executive  branch  of  the 

government,  with  the  whole  appropriation  or  with  each  appropriation  ? 

Answer.  With  each  appropriation. 

Question.  So  that  the  Secretar}*  of  State,  acting  for  the  executive 
branch,  keeps  an  account  with  each  appropriation  and  charges 
against  that  all  of  the  warrants  drawn  upon  it  and  all  the  expendi- 
tures against  it? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  kept  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  or  not.  There  is  usually  a  book  of  that  kind  kept,  I  think,  by 
the  Executive  Council.  It  may  be  that  this  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
Secretary  of  State ;  I  think  the  Council  has  the  general  charge  of 
the  book ;  I  do  not  know  as  the  Secretary  of  vState  has  anything  to 
do  with  it. 

Question.  Is  it  not  in  your  knowledge  that  the  regular  appropria- 
tion book,  which  contains  the  record  of  each  apptx>priation  and  the 
warrants  charged  against  it,  is  kept  in  the  Secretary's  office,  who  is 
de  facto ^  and  by  virtue  of  his  office,  Clerk  of  the  Council? 

Answer.  I  never  haVe  looked  into  that  particular  point.  The 
book  has  always  been,  so  far  as  I  know,  in  the  Council  Chamber^ 
under,  as  I  suppose,  the  control  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  but  it  is 
a  point  I  never  examined  especiall3\ 

QuesHon.  There  is  no  doubt  about  how  the  accounts  are  kept, 
with  each  appropriation  ? 

Answer.  No  doubt  about  that. 

Question.  Credit  is  given  for  the  full  amount  of  the  appropriation 
and  then  the  chaises  made  against  it? 
Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Will  you  mention  some  of  the  appropriations  you  think 
of  that  have  distinct  accounts  kept  with  them? 

Answer.  I  think  there  are  appropriations  for  pretty  much  all, — 
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Reform  School,  Hospital,  and  some  fifty  or  sixty,  or  seventy  differ- 
ent appropriations. 

Question.  Is  there  an  appropriation  for  the  Contingent  Fund  of 
the  Council? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  An  appropriation  for  Military  Purposes? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  An  appropriation  for  Salaries? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Is  there  an  appropriation  for  Agricultural  College  ? 

Answer.  1  think  so. 

Question.  An  appropriation  for  Free  High  Schools? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  And  so,  yarious  appropriations,  each  for  its  distinctive 
subject  matter? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  I  produce  from  the  records  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Warrants,  S.  S.  Brown,  Chairman^ 
dated  ^^Dec.  24^  1879  "  in  which  the  Governor  is  advised  "to  draw 
his  warrant  on  the  Treamirer  of  State  in  favor  of  Alonzo  Garcdan. 
for  the  sum  of  $lflOO  from  the  appropriation  for  Military  Purposes., 
the  same  being  for  expense  to  be  incurred  in  the  protection  of  public 
property;"  upon  which  "  warrant  No.  937"  is  drawn.  ''  In  Couv- 
cil  Dec.  24,  1879.  Accepted  by  the  Council  and  by  the  Governor 
approved."  Will  you  examine  it  and  see  if  you  recognize  it  as  a 
regular  report  of  the  Committee  of  your  Council,  approved  by  yaur- 
self? 

Answer.  I  have  no  doubt  about  it. 

Question.  You  recognize  the  writing  and  the  form? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  The  Committee  has  been  unable  to  find  any  voucher  for 
this  appropriation  of  the  mone}^  expenditure  of  it,  or  warrant  dra^wn 
for  it.  Will  3'ou  explain  if  you  recall  the  subject  matter,  bow  it  is 
that  no  vouchers  appear? 

Answer.  Perhaps  before  an  explanation  is  made,  you  better  take 
the  others,  and  I  can  explain  the  whole  thing  at  once.  All  you  w&Dt 
to  get  at  are  the  facts  without  an}*  unusual  details. 

Question.  There  is  no  other  warrant  drawn  for  the  same  purpoee^ 
so  you  can  make  explanation  of  this  in  the  first  place,  and,  if  yoor 
explanation  involves  what  comes  afterwards  there  will  be  no  necessity 
for  repeating? 
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Answer,  I  hold  a  receipt  from  the  Adjutant  General  for  one  thou- 
sand dollars  which  was  paid  over  to  him  for  a  special  purpose.  He 
was  absent  at  the  time,  and  it  was  necessary  to  have  some  money, 
and  it  was  not  known  when  he  would  be  back.  He  was  at  Eastport ;. 
and  there  were  some  bills  which  it  was  necessary  should  be  paid. 
The  money  was  used  for  the  purpose  of  paying  certain  bills  which 
were  incurred.  When  he  returned  he  gave  me  a  receipt  for  the 
money.  He  took  a  check  for  one  thousand  dollars  and  gave  me  a 
receipt,  which  money  was  expended,  or  was  the  money  which  he 
had  in  his  hands  which  was  returned ;  I  am  not  able  to  say  it  was 
the  identical  money. 

Question.  You  mean  that  the  money  which  was  taken  here,  this-^ 
one  thousand  doUars,  Was  the  money  returned  by  the  Adjutant  Gen- 
eral  afterwards  ? 
^         Answer,  The  money  was  returned.  He  expended  it ;  I  cannot  say 
in  what  way.     I  hold  his  receipt  for  one  thousand  dollars,  paid  over 
to  him. 

Question.  What  was  the  occasion  of  this  warrant  being  drawn? 
Anawer.  It  was  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  money  to  pay  extra 
force,  which  was  required  to  protect  the  State  House  from  invasion. 
Question.  This  was  drawn  on  December  twenty-fourth? 
Answer.  Very  good. 

Question.  A  fortnight  before  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature? 
Answer.  It  was  necessary  for  sometime  prior  to  that  to  have  a  . 
guard  here  at  the  State  House  for  purposes  of  preventing  inroads  . 
upon  the  State  House  and  the  capture  of  it. 

Question.  What  reason  had  you  at  that  time,  a  fortnight  before 
the  meeting  of  the  Legislature,  for  drawing  one  thousand  dollars  . 
Gx>jn  the  Treasury  to  be  used  for  the  purpose,  as  you  gay,  of  pre- 
venting inroads  upon  and  capture  of  the  State  House? 

Answer.    The  general  threats  made,  the  indications  from  all 
quarters  that  such  an  attack  would  be  made. 

Question.  What  do  you  mean  by  "general  threats"  and  ''indi- 
cations from  aU  quarters  ?" 

jArtsfVoer.  Such  as  appeared  in  the  newspapers,  public  meetings, 
and  firona  private  information. 

^^uestian.  Recall  what  you  remember  to  have  seen  in  any  news- 
paper indicating  any  purpose  of  the  kind  that  you  suggest  here,  of ' 
xxiy  attack  upon  or  inroads  upon  the  State  House  on  December 
:;weiity-ft>urth  ? 

41 
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Answer,  I  cannot  say  expressly.  I  have  a  pretty  distinct  recol- 
lection, but  I  cannot  go  into  details. 

Question.  Can  you  give  a  single  fact,  or  a  single  letter,  or  a  single 
shred  of  information  coming  to  you  as  the  Executive  of  the  State, 
that  justified  you,  without  a  voucher,  to  draw  one  thousand  dollars 
from  the  Treasury? 

Answer,  I  have  a  good  many  facts  in  my  possession  which  I  un 
not  at  liberty  to  make  known. 

Qaestion,  You  are  on  the  stand  for  the  purpose,  I  take  it,  of  tes- 
tifying to  the  subject  matters  that  the  Committee  is  investigating 
upon,  and  one  of  those  is  the  expenditure  of  this  money.  Now  the 
Oommittee  finds  no  voucher  for  this,  and  there  is  nothing  that  can  be 
found  as  to  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  to  be  or  was  used  unless  it 

■ 

is  explained  by  you? 

Answer,  I  have  already  testified  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  paying 
4ieip  that  I  deemed  it  advisable  to  employ  about  the  State  House. 

Question,  Had  you  at  that  time  employed  a  single  extra  man  about 
JJiie  State  House? 

Answer,  Yes. 

•Question,  How  many,  on  December  twenty-fourth  ? 

Answer,  I  employed  men,  and  deemed  it  necessary'  to  employ  men 
:as  early  as  very  soon  after  November  seventeenth,  or  at  that  time. 

Question,  For  what  purpose  ? 

Answer,  For  the  purpose  of  guarding  the  State  House. 

Question,  Guarding  from  what? 

Answer,  From  intrusion,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the  records 
safe. 

Question,  From  the  seventeenth  of  November,  when  the  Com- 
mittee met,  and  when  the  returns  were  tabulated  and  the  Comimttee 
had  reported  to  your  Council,  up  to  December  twenty-fourth,  did 
you  ever,  under  any  circumstances,  have  any  reason  to  fear  ttiat  any 
violence  was  to  be  attempted  upon  the  State  House  ? 

Answer,  I  did. 

Question,  State  a  reason  why  you  had? 

Answer,  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  state  all  the  reasons. 

Qivestion.  Will  you  state  one  reason  ? 

Answer,  One  reason  was  that  threats  were  made  and  tl^e  ehai^ 
was  made  that  those  returns  should  not  be  seen  bj'  the  ILieg;isidi 
ture. 

Question,  Who  made  those  threats? 
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Answer.  I  cannot  say  who  made  them ;  I  saw  them  in  several 
places  in  public. 
Queistion.  What  place  in  public  did  you  see  them? 
Answer.  I  cannot  recollect  now  the  precise  point,  but  it  was  made 
in  the  public  print. 

Question.  In  what  public  print? 
Answer.  I  cannot  tell  you. 

Question,  Name  a  single  paper  which  came  out  with  the  declara- 
tion that  the  returns  in  the  hands  of  the  Groyernor  and  Council 
should  not  see  the  Legislature  ? 

Answer.  I  am  unable  to  state  the  precise  paper,  but  I  am  as  con- 
fident as  I  am  of  anything  that  statement  came  in  the  reports  of 
public  speeches  in  several  of  the  papers,  or  in  substance  to  that 
effect. 

Question.  Soon  after  the  seventeenth? 
Answer.  I  cannot  fix  the  precise  date. 

Question.  How  can  you  reconcile  this  with  your  statement  the 
other  day  that  down  to  that  date  you  had  never  heard  there  was  any 
unasual  feeling  or  excitement  about  this  matter? 

Answer.  I  do  not  say  that ;  I  say  I  was  not  aware  there  was  any 
very  great  or  unusual  excitement  till  the  morning  of  November 
seventeenth. 

Question.  Did  you  then  need  to  draw  money  from  the  State  to 
pay  men  in  the  State  House? 

Answer.  Yes,  preci8el3\  Trouble  occurred  on  that  day  which 
indicated  there  was  serious  trouble  apprehended.  The  moment  I 
hegBn  to  make  inquiries,  I  found  there  was  very  great  excitement, 
and  it  was  necessary  we  should  take  measures  to  prevent  any  tam- 
pering with  the  returns.     That  was  my  object. 

Question.  Was  that  the  day  when  those  violent  gentlemen.  Gov- 
ernor Dingley  and  Messrs.  Emery  and  Lindsey  bore  down  upon  you  ? 
^nstoer.  That  was  the  commencement. 

Question.  Was  that  when  you  first  got  this  feeling  of  apprehen- 
sion in  your  mind  that  there  was  danger  of  an  inroad  and  attack 
apon  the  State  House? 

Ainstver.  I  cannot  say  it  was  that  day,  but  immediately  thereafter 
on  inquiring  into  the  condition  of  things. 

Qii,estion.  If  that  was  the  fact,  why  did  the  Council  vote,  with 
your  approval,  that  on  December  first  they  would  throw  the  returns 
open  to  the  public  and  would  hear  all  parties? 
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Answer.  Because  it  was  well  understood,  we  had  received  advioe 
that  there  were  designs  of  that  kind.  The  state  of  the  public  feel- 
ing was  such,  and  there  were  so  many  rumors  and  so  many  state- 
ments afloat,  that  it  was  necessary  to  guard  every  avenue  against 
improper  interference. 

Question,  If  you  had  that  fear  in  your  mind  of  danger  to  the 
returns  and  of  their  being  destroyed,  which  is  entirely  a  new  fea- 
ture, why  did  you  venture,  thirteen  days  afterwards,  to  open  those 
returns  to  the  public? 

Answer,  Because  they  were  under  the  eye  of  the  Council. 

Question,  Was  there  any  need  of  anybody  to  help  the  Council, 
any  need  of  extra  force  ? 

Antnoer,  Not  during  the  day  time. 

Question.  During  the  night  time  ? 

Answer.  It  was  to  guard  the  State  House  ^m  any  interference, 
and  protect  the  building  from  being  tampered  with. 

Question.  Tell  me,  on  your  oath,  whether  you  ever  heard  of  any 
attempt  by  any  person,  high  or  low,  in  or  out  of  the  State  of  Maine, 
making  any  attempt  in  the  day  time  or  in  the  night  time,  up  to  the 
time  when  you  issued  your  certificates,  to  violate  the  State  House, 
to  get  improper  possession  of  it  or  any  return  or  paper  in  it? 

Answer.  What  do  you  term  an  attempt? 

Question.  Whatever  you  may  call  an  attempt.  I  leave  that  for 
you? 

Answer.  I  call  threats  fbom  high  sources. 

Question.  Name  whom  the  threats  were  from  ? 

Ansiver.  1  have  not  the  data  from  which  to  give  you  the  precise 
hour  and  date. 

Question.  I  did  not  ask  you  that,  but  whom  from? 

Answer.  The  Speech  of  the  Honorable  William  P.  Frye,  made  at 
Lewiston,  was  one ;  and  speeches  made  here  in  the  city  of  Aogosta, 
and  in  various  places. 

Question.  State  what  there  was  in  the  Speech  of  Mr.  Fiye,  at 
Lewiston,  which  I  read  careftiUy  and  heartily  approved,  that  indi- 
cated any  movement  on  the  part  of  the  party  in  sympathy  with  Hfc. 
Frye,  or  any  one,  to  conmiit  violence  in  Augusta,  to  attempt  to  get 
possession  of  the  State  House,  or  its  papers  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  what  your  interpretation  of  language  may 
be ;  I  thought  Mr.  Frye's  speech  was  a  much  milder  one  than  tbat 
which  came  from  the  larger  portion  of  those  gentlemen  who  made 
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pablic  speeches.     There  was  talk  about  tambling  the  Governor  and 
Coaneil  into  the  river,  and  seizing  upon  the  building,  and  there  were 
threats  that  came  to  us  privately. 
Question.  Was  there  anything  of  that  kind  in  Mr.  Frye's  speech? 
Answer.  No,  not  precisely  that ;   but  a  threat  of  raising  twenty 
thousand, — or  many  thousand  ^en, — and  marching  to  Augusta,  and 
various  things  of  that  kind. 
Question.  What  time  was  that  Speech  made  ? 
Answer.  I  do  not  remember. 

Question.  Was  it  before  or  after  the  certificates  were  issued  ? 
Answer.  I  cannot  say. 

Question.  Was  it  not  after  the  certificates  were  issued? 
Answer.  I  do  not  know.    But  that  was  the  general  feeling. 
Question.  Was  there  a  single  one  of  those  indignation  meetings 
held  in  the  State  of  Maine  till  after  you  issued  the  certificates  to 
candidates  ? 
Answer.  I  cannot  tell  you  whether  there  was  or  not. 
Question.  Recall  whether  one  of  these  speeches  was  made,  or  one 
of  these  inflammatory  meetings  which  you  have  referred  to,  was 
held  till  aft;er  the  certificates  had  been  issued  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  were  or  not;  I  did  not 
attempt  to  fix  in  my  mind  a  single  fact  in  regard  to  that,  and  I  may 
get  things  mixed  in  regard  to  it ;  but  I  know  the  general  fact  that 
there  was  serious  apprehension  on  the  part  of  the  Governor  and 
Council  that,  from  and  after  November  seventeenth,  there  was 
danger  of  parties  interfering  with  and  attempting  to  get  possession 
of  the  returns  for  improper  purposes. 

Question.  Having  stated  that,  again  I  ask  you  to  instance  a  single 
fact  which  would  justifj^  that  apprehension  ? 

^nsnyer.  I  do  not  know  as  I  can  name  any  fact  that  would  serve 
as  proof;  I  got  that  impression  very  decidedly  from  the  general  tone 
of  public  sentiment. 

Question.  Whatever  j^our  fear  was,  you  cannot  give  a  single  fact 
which  "would  justify  it.     What  was  that  fear? 

^nsuyer.  That  there  were  parties  who  were  desirous  of  getting 
hold  of  those  returns  for  the  purpose  of  either  destroying  them,  or 
for  some  other  purpose. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear,  at  any  time  when  you  went  to  the 
Council    Chamber,  that  over  night  any  paper  had  been  interfered 

with? 
Aytsvoer-  No,  sir. 
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Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  body  of  men  having  been 
found  in  the  State  House,  lurking  about  with  an  evident  purpose  of 
getting  at  them  ? 

Answer.  No,  for  the  reason  that  I  put  the  Superintendent  of  the 
building  upon  guard,  and  authorised  him  to  increase  his  guard  over 
night. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  person  or  persons  in  any 
manner  lurking  about  outside  of  the  building? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  cannot  say  what  the  purpose  was ;  I  heard  in 
several  instances  of  persons  lurking  around  under  suspicious  circum- 
stances. 

Question.  When  and  where  did  you  hear  that? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  you  what  precise  time,  but  early. 

Question.  Who  gave  you  information  of  that  kind  ? 

Answer.  I  had  it  from  attendants  around  the  building. 

Question.  What  did  they  say  ? 

Answer.  That  there  were  persons  that  were  seen  coming  aronnd 
at  unusual  hours  of  the  night. 

Question.  Did  they  state  how  many? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  whether  they  did  or  not. 

Question.  How  many  times  did  you  hear  this  ? 

Answer.  Several  times. 

Question.  Persons  in  large  numbers? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  so. 

Question.  Anything  that  temfied  you  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Anything  that  terrified  Dr.  Lancaster? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  but  there  was. 

Question.  Was  there  an  appearance  of  fear  in  his  countenance  ? 

Answer.  I  was  not  familiar  with  his  personal  appearance.      He 
came  to  me  occasionally  and  reported  certain  conditions. 

Question.  What  did  you  do  in  order  to  lull  this  apprehension  ? 

Answer.  Gave  orders  that  the  State  House  should  be  guaitied  so 
as  to  prevent  interference. 

Question.  To  whom  did  you  give  that  order? 

Answer.  To  Mr.  Lancaster. 

Question.  When? 

Answer.  Earty  after  the  excitement  commenced. 

Question.  In  November? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  whether  November  or  first  of  December : 
very  probable  in  November ;  I  judge  so. 
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Question.  Did  he  put  on  any  extra  force? 
Answer.  Yes. 
Question.  How  many? 

Answer.  Varying  in  number  as  the  excitement  increased. 
Question.  Up  to  December  twenty-fourth  what  extra  force  had  he  ? 
Answer.  I  do  not  know  what  the  ordinary  force  is ;    I  judge  he 
had  twenty  or  thirty  men  in  all  about  the  building. 
Question.  As  early  as  November  seventeenth? 
Answer.  From  that  time  gradually  increasing.     I  do  not  know 
what  time  it  was  I  gave  him  that  direction. 

Question.  From  November  seventeenth  to  December  thirteenth 
did  the  public  excitement  increase  or  rather  diminish  in  view  of  the 
hearing  which  the  Council  had  ordered? 
Answer.  I  cannot  tell  you. 
Question.  What  do  you  think  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  rather  increased ;  of  course,  I  was  busy. 
Question.  Don't  you  know  there  was  a  suspension  lai'gelj'  of  the 
excitement,  and  there  was  a  general  hope  expressed  that  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Council  would  do  the  right  thing,  and  that  was  not  entirely 
removed  till  December  thirteenth  when  the  report  was  made  up  ? 
Answer.  I  do  not  remember  that. 

Question.  Do  3'ou  not  remember  that  indications  of  what  you  call 
violence  only  came  on  after  that  time,  and  between  that  and  the 
time  of  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature  ? 

Answer.  1  do  not  recollect  particularly  about  that. 
Question.  Tell  me  whether  any  of  this  force  had  been  employed 
by  Mr.  Lancaster,  and,  if  so,  how  much  up  to  December  twenty- 
/burth,  when  this  warrant  was  drawn? 
Ansiver.  I  cannot  fix  the  precise  date. 
Qicestion.  How  many  of  them,  do  you  think? 
Anstver.  I  think  there  was  an  increased  force. 
Question.  If  that  was  so,  why  did  you  not,  when  you  called  for 
this  money,  put  in  the  voucher  of  what  expense  had  already  been 
incurred  ? 

Anstoer.  Owing  to  the  excited  condition  of  affairs,  and  it  was 
about  the  twenty-fifth  that  that  largely  increased.     That  was  the 
time  of  the  mob  at  Bangor.    There  was  need  of  more  funds  to  meet 
certain  expenses,  owing  to  the  absence  of  the  Adjutant  General. 
Qtiestion.  Any  violence  at  Bangor  ? 

Anstver.  Not  exactly  a  matter  of  violence ;  I  suppose  you  all 
know  about  how  that  matter  stood. 
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Question.  Any  violence  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Nobody  hurt? 

Answer.  No.  Neither  was  an3'body  hurt  at  the  State  House  when 
the  military'  was  brought  in  with  a  Gatling  gun  from  Lewiston. 

Question.  This  was  for  Military  Purposes  ? 

Answer.  It  was  for  police  purposes ;  I  called  Mr.  Brown's  atten- 
tion to  that  matter  and  he  said  it  would  make  no  difference  in  regard 
to  the  matter ;  it  was  really  for  police  purposes. 

Question.  If,  as  you  say,  Mr.  Lancaster,  under  your  orders  before 
December  twenty-fourth  had  had  a  force  of  men  there,  why,  when 
you  put  in  this  application  for  one  thousand  dollars  to  be  used  in 
this  way,  did  you  not  put  in  as  vouchers  the  bills  that  had  already 
run  up  ? 

Answer.  Owing  to  the  particular  excitement  of  the  case,  and  the 
bills  were  running  along. 

Question.  Was  there  any  such  excitement  as  would  prevent  your 
having  sent  for  Mr.  Lancaster  and  asked  him  to  give  3'ou  a  list  of 
his  Roll  of  men,  the  number  of  them  employed,  and  their  pay,  so  you 
might  furnish  a  voucher.  Was  the  excitement  such  that  you  needed 
to  dispense  with  all  the  rules  of  doing  business  ? 

Answer.  It  was  deemed  advisable  to  do  that  under  the  condition 
of  things  that  existed. 

Question.  Do  you  know  how  this  report  reads :  "  The  same  being 
for  expense  to  be  incurred  in  the  protection  of  public  property  J* 

Answer.  Very  good. 

Question.  That  was  for  the  future? 

Answer.  It  was  for  tlie  future  and  for  the  past,  and  it  was  to 
cover  certain  expenses. 

Question.  Don't  you  think  this  order  or  report  was  pretty  much 
simultaneous  with  your  issuing  of  your  certificates  ? 

Answer.  The  certificates  had  been  issued  several  days  before  tJiat. 
I  think. 

Question.  That  was  dated  December  twenty-fourth ;  do  you  not 
think  that  was  verj^  nearly  simultaneous,  or  quite,  with  the  sending 
out  of  the  certificates  ? 

Answer.  I  think  they  were  sent  out  very  largely  before  that ;  I  do 
not  remember  precisely.  At  least,  they  were  signed ;  I  do  not  know 
when  they  were  sent. 

Question.  Do  you  think  they  had  been  sent  out,  or  had  any  mon^ 
than  got  to  the  people  on  December  twenty-fourth? 
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Answer,  I  cannot  tell  you. 

Question.  I  would  like  to  have  you  bring  your  mind  to  that  very 
day,  and  state,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Conunittee,  just  what  the  con- 
dition of  things  was,  in  your  judgment,  that  Justified  you  in  draw- 
ing this  money  from  the  Treasury ;  some  of  the  facts  ? 

Answer.  I  have  already  stated,  it  was  what  I  regarded  as  a  high 
state  of  public  feeling,  and  a  necessity  of  having  some  funds  to  meet 
necessary  expenses ;  I  had,  at  that  time,  given  an  order  to  the  A(^u- 
tant  General  to  have  certain  arms  brought  here  from  Bangor,  from 
the  Arsenal,  for  the  protection  of  the  building.  There  was  a  good 
deal  of  excitement,  or  I  should  never  have  issued  any  such  order. 

Question.  Were  you  persuaded  to  issue  that  order  by  considerable 
importunity  ? 

Afnswer.  I  think  there  was  considerable ;  many  deemed  it  advis- 
able to  do  that. 

Question.  Name  some  of  the  persons  who  importuned  you  to  do 
that? 

Answer.  lilLj  Council. 
Question.  Who  of  the  Council  ? 
Answer.  I  cannot  say ;  I  think  all  who  were  present. 
Question.  Did  Mr.  Fogg  advise  that? 

Afiswer.  1  do  not  remember  whether  he  advised,  particularly. 
Question.  Did  Mr.  Brown  advise  that? 
Ansujer.  He  did,  I  am  very  sure. 
Question.  Did  Mr.  Foster? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  whether  Mr.  Foster  was  here. 
Question.  Did  Captain  Chase  advise  this? 
Answer.  He  did. 
Question.  Did  Mr.  Moody  ? 
Answer.  1  cannot  say  about  him. 

Question.  They  advised  sending  for  the  arms,  and  drawing  money 
firom  the  Treasury? 

Answer.  It  was  necessary  to  have  some  money  to  pay  the  bills. 
Question.  The  arms  you  sent  for  were  a  part  of  the  military  estab- 
lishment? 

A.nsweT.  I  suppose  so. 

Question.  What  are  the  arms  kept  in  the  Arsenal  for? 

Answer.  For  purposes  of  public  defence,  as  I  understand. 

Question.  Is  there  a  Militia  in  the  State  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  what  we  call  Militia. 
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Question.  Were  you  not  aware,  having  been  Governor  nearly  a 
year,  that  there  was  a  Militia  in  the  State,  and  that  companies  of  that 
Militia  were  nigh  by,  here  at  Augusta,  easy  of  access  and  com- 
munication ? 

Answer,  It  was  not  deemed  necessary  to  call  out  the  Militia,  but 
it  was  to  have  some  military  defences,  some  arms  for  the  purx>ose 
of  protecting  the  building  against  what  we  deemed  might  be 
violence. 

Question.  Do  you  understand  there  was  any  authority  to  increase 
the  civil  force  there,  when  there  was  a  Militia  subject  to  the  call  of 
the  Governor,  in  case  of  this  kind  ? 

Answer.  I  understand  it  is  proper  to  increase  the  civil  force,  and 
avail  ourselves  of  all  the  powers  we  have  in  a  civil  direction. 

Question.  Do  3'ou  not  know  that,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  forbid- 
den beyond  a  small  number  of  men,  and  the  man  who  does  it  lays 
himself  liable  to  punishment,  and  that  the  Constitution  and  law 
provide,  in  case  of  this  kind,  the  Military  may  be  called? 

Answer.  I  did  not  see,  or  understand  or  know  of  such  law. 

Question.  With  whom  did  you  confer  as  to  matters  of  law? 

Answer.  In  regard  to  the  matter  of  protecting  here? 

Questio7i.  Yes. 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  of  any  outside  the  Council. 

Question.  You  say  December  twenty-fourth  you  had  sent  for  the 
arms? 

Answer.  1  think  so. 

Question.  How  many  arms  did  you  get? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  precisely ;  somewhere  from  a  hundred  to  a 
hundred  and  twenty  or  thirty. 

Question.  What  was  done  with  them  when  they  came  ? 

Answer.  The  arms  that  were  then  ordered  were  stopped,  as  you 
all  know,  by  the  mob  in  Bangor,  and  they  were  sent  back,  for  the 
time  being. 

Question.  Then,  were  they  sent  for  afterwards? 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  they  brought  here  ? 

Aiiswer.  I  understand  thev  were ;  I  never  saw  one  of  them. 

Question.  Witi^^amnraUon? 

m 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Where  were  they  put? 

Answer.  1  cannot  say. 
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Question.  Any  Company  of  regular  Militia  called  out  to  use  those 
arms? 
ATiswer.  No. 

Question.  Put  into  the  hands  of  men  about  the  Capitol  to  use  ? 
Answer.  Not  that  I  am  aware  of. 

Question.  Are  you  aware  that  they  were  subject  to  their  order 
and  they  had  them  loaded  to  use  ? 
Answer.  The}^  were  not  subject  to  the  order  of  the  men. 
Question.  Subject  to  the  order  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  build- 
ing? 

Answer.  I  gave  orders  to  the  Superintendent,  that  if  an  attack 
was  made  upon  the  building  he  might  be  authorized  to  use  any  force 
he  had  in  his  possession,  to  repel  it. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  counsel  or  consultation  with  the 
Mayor  of  the  city  of  Augusta,  who  is  at  the  head  of  the  police  force 
of  the  municipality? 
Answer.  At  what  time  ? 

Question.  December  twenty-fourth,  when  you  started  in  drawing 
this  money? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  I  did. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  of  being  waited  upon  by  a  deputa- 
tion of  very  respectable  citizens  of  Augusta,  who  assured  you  that 
the  State  House  should  be  protected,  and  that  no  violence  should 
be  committed,  and  that  the  city  would  be  responsible  for  its  safety  ? 
Answer.  I  remember  that  sometime  in  January,  or  sometime  after 
this  occurrence,  I  do  not  remember  the  precise  date,  that  Committee 
came.  It  was  some  ten  days  or  a  fortnight  after  this  occurrence. 

Question.  Was  it  not  on  the  verj'  day  you  received  the  guns  from 
Bangor? 

jfinswer.  Yes  ;  on  the  day  they  came. 

Question.    Did  you  accept  that   guarantee  of   the   citizens  of 
Augusta? 
Ainswer.  No. 

Question.  Was  it  not  stated,  that  it  should  be  borne  out  and  up- 
held by  the  whole  police,  regular  and  extra  force,  of  the  city  ? 

Answer.  I  have  the  communication  somewhere  in  my  possession 
from  Mayor  Nash,  the  day  before,  in  which  he  suggested  that  the 
State  House  should  be  put  under  the  chaise  of  the  police  of  the  city 
of  Augusta.  I  told  him  that  I  was  willing,  prctviding  the  police 
would  be  organized  in  such  manner  as  to  satisfy  the  public  mind ; 
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the  allegation  was,  and  I  believed  it  to  be  true,  that  the  police  force 
of  the  city  of  Augusta  was  all  appointed  from  the  Republican  party. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  opposition  claimed  that  it  was  the  design  of 
the  Mayor  and  of  the  authorities  of  the  city  of  Augusta,  to  introduce 
the  police  for  the  purpose  of  getting  possession  of  the  State  House, 
and  that  then  all  of  the  opposition  would  be  excluded.  In  the  con- 
versation I  had  with  Mayor  Nash,  there  was  an  arrangement  if  they 
could  put  on  an  additional  force,  or  at  least,  if  the  additional  force, 
which  1  understood  had  been  voted  by  the  authorities  of  Augusta, 
to  be  added  to  the  police,  could  be  divided  so  as  to  give  to  each 
party  about  uniform, — so  there  should  be  a  fair  arrangement  between 
the  different  parties  and  satisfy  the  public  mind, — such  an  arrange- 
ment would  be  satisfactory  to  me.  He  assured  me  he  thought  that 
arrangement  could  be  made.  Parties  had  gone  to  the  Marshal, — 
had  gone  to  the  headquarters  of  the  police, — and  they  could  not 
ascertain  that  anybody  in  the  Opposition  had  been  put  upon  the 
force,  and  that  there  was  a  decided  objection.  Consequently  the 
matter  rested  there  till  this  Committee,  I  speak  of,  called  on  me  the 
next  day. 

Qv>eHtion.  What  happened  then  ? 

Answer.  The  next  day  they  proposed  to  take  charge  of  the  State 
House ;  I  told  them  that  it  would  not  be  satisfactory^  to  do  so,  that  I 
had  sufficient  police  force  to  protect  the  State  House,  and  all  that  I 
asked  of  them  was  to  protect  the  peace  of  the  city.  They  then 
decided,  as  stated,  that  the  presence  of  arms  in  the  State  House  was 
very  obnoxious — verj'  objectionable — and  wished  to  know  if  I  would 
rescind  the  order.     I  stated  to  them  very  frankly  I  would  not. 

Question.  Was  that  order  with  reference  to  the  arms  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  You  declined  to  rescind  the  order? 

Answer.  I  did  decline  to  rescind  the  order ;  I  cannot  give  all 
of  the  conversation,  but  the  result  of  it  was  I  told  them  that  if  they 
would  guarantee  that  a  fair  division  of  the  police  force  of  the  city 
between  the  different  parties  should  be  made,  so  that  the  public 
mind  should  be  satisfied,  and  that  I  should  not  be  annoyed  by  one 
party  or  the  other  on  the  ground  there  was  not  a  fair  representation 
on  the  police  force,  I  would  so  far  rescind  the  order  as  not  to  bring 
the  arms  here, — that  they  should  be  conveyed  to  some  point, — 
returned  to  the  artoory  was  my  idea ;  I  gave  them  that  pledge.  This 
was  about  one  o'clock,  or  a  little  after,  I  think,  in  the  afternoon.      I 
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was  under  the  necessity  of  going  to  Portland  or  Bath  in  the  train 
that  left  at  two  o'clock.  The  Adjutant  General  was  not  here.  He 
had  the  order  in  regard  to  the  arms,  and  it  was  my  intention  as  soon 
as  they  would  give  me  the  assurance,  that  the  arrangement  of  the 
police  force  should  be  made,  that  I  would  issue  immediate  orders  to 
the  A<yutant  General.  The  whereabouts  of  General  Leavitt  I  did 
not  know  then ;  I  supposed,  however,  that  he  might  be  on  his  way 
from  Eastport  to  Bangor.  I  went  to  Bath  and  returned  on  the  train 
that  evening  that  arrived  at  eight  o'clock.  I  heard  nothing  from  him 
or  from  the  Committee  in  regard  to  that  matter  and  therefore  took 
no  measures  to  rescind  the  order.  I  went  to  bed,  and  in  the  morn- 
ing, to  my  surprise,  I  found  that  the  arms  were  here.  That  is  the 
history  of  that,  and  all  there  is  to  it. 

Question.  At  that  time,  how  much  extra  force  had  Mr.  Lancaster 
about  the  Capitol  ? 
Answer.  I  cannot  tell. 
Question.  Quite  a  large  force? 
Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Did  you  have  anything  to  do  with  the  selection  of  the 
force  ? 

Answer.  No, 

Question.  Did  you  ever  see  that  force  that  Mr.  Lancaster  had 
here? 

Answer.  I  saw  some  of  them. 
Question.  Recognize  any  of  them  ? 

Answer.  No ;  I  did  not  know  a  solitaiy  man  about  the  premises. 
Question.  Do  you  think  they  were  selected  half  and  half  according 
to  politics? 

Ansu^er.  I  do  not  think  they  were ;  I  have  no  idea  they  were. 
Question.  Did  you  ever  see  the  Roll  of  them  ? 
Answer.  I  have  seen  the  Roll  of  some. 

Question.  Did  you  recognize  on  that  any  names  of  men  you  had 
helped  to  pardon  out  of  State  Prison? 
Answer.  No. 

Qtiestion.  Did  you  recognize  on  that  Roll  the  name  of  any  person 
who  had  been  in  the  State  Prison? 

An^^oer.  No ;  I  knew  nothing  of  the  kind. 

Qtiestion.  You  had  nothing  to  do  with  making  that  Roll? 

Answer.  No. 

QuesUon.  How  large  a  Roll  did  you  ever  see  submitted  to  3'ou  as 
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Lancaster's  Roll  of  men  who  had  possession  of  the  corridors,  rooms 
and  passages  in  this  Capitol  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say. 

Question.  How  large  a  Roll  should  jou  think? 

Answer.  I  have  seen  some  Rolls  of  twenty,  I  should  judge ;  nearly 
fifty  or  sixty  for  one  or  two  nights. 

Qysstion.  What  were  they  submitted  to  you  for? 

Answer.  For  payment. 

Question.  Did  you  see  that  they  were  paid? 

Answer.  I  took  Mr.  Lancaster's  receipts. 

Question.  A  portion,  you  say,  of  this  one  thousand  dollars? 

Answer.  I  do  not  say  of  that,  because  there  were  other  moneys 
drawn,  soon  after. 

Question.  You  say  you  have  the  Adjutant  General's  receipt  for 
this  one  thousand  dollars  ? 

Answer.  For  a  thousand  dollars. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  the  one  thousand  dollars  drawn 
December  twentj'-fourth? 

Anstoer.  No,  I  cannot  say. 

Question.  The  receipt  you  had  from  the  Adjutant  General  for  one 
thousand  dollars, — was  that  thousand  dollars  ever  spent? 

Answer.  I  suppose  it  was,  or  refunded  to  the  Treasury  ? 

Question.  Which  was  it? 

Anstver.  I  cannot  tell  you. 

Question.  Don't  you  know  that  the  Adjutant  General,  Leavitt, 
had  one  thousand  dollars,  and  that  he  refunded  that  afterwards  to 
the  Treasury? 

Answer.  He  reminded  a  thousand  dollars.  I  do  not  know  which 
thousand  dollars  it  was. 

Question.  If  that  was  this  one  thousand  dollars,  which  was  paid 
by  you,  on  the  receipt  of  the  Adjutant  General,  to  him,  and  he  after- 
wards refunded  it,  it  was  not  spent? 

Answer.  That  particular,  identical  money,  I  do  not  suppose  was ; 
I  cannot  say. 

Question.  What  was  the  call  for  drawing  it? 

Anstcer.  For  the  payment  of  those  men,  and  for  expenses  incur- 
ring from  day  to  day. 

Question.  At  the  time  when  this  money  was  drawn,  had  a  single 
claim  been  presented  to  you  or  the  Council,  for  any  services  which 
had  been  rendered,  to  caU  upon  this  appropriation  for  military  pur- 
poses? 
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Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question,  Where  are  they ;  we  do  not  find  them  ? 

Answer.  I  think  they  are  in  my  possession. 

Question.  Did  you  carry  away  the  vouchers,  or  was  it  your  inten- 
tion to  leave  them  with  Mr.  Lancaster? 

Answer.  My  intention  was,  to  get  the  bills  together  and  present 
them  in  proper  shape. 

Question.  Why  not  present  them  as  they  came  to  you  ? 

Answer.  Because  of  the  unusual  excitement  and  condition  of 
things  at  the  time. 

Question.  That  was  the  way  this  one  thousand  dollars  was 
drawn? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Q;uestion.  Do  you  remember  the  way  the  summons  upon  which 
you  came  here,  read  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  it  was  a  summons  to  appear  and 
produce  all  papers,  documents,  vouchers  and  receipts,  and  matters 
in  any  way  relating  either  to  the  suppression  or  tampering  or  mutila- 
tion of  returns,  or  to  the  expenditure  of  the  money  of  the  State, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Governor  and  Council? 

Answer.  I  did  not  pay  any  particular  attention  to  the  summons ; 
I  was  summoned  to  come  here,  and  did  not  look  at  it. 

Q;ivestion.  Have  you  brought  any  papers  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Any  vouchers  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  If  this  money  was  paid  back,  you  would  have  no 
voucher  for  it  excepting  the  receipt? 

Answer.  That  is  all. 

Question.  That  is  aU  you  have  got? 

Answer.  Yes.  I  have  got  the  receipt  of  the  Adjutant  General, 
-which  he  says,  in  his  letter  or  receipt,  I  think,  he  has  expended. 

Question.  Had  you  found  out,  at  the  time  when  this  great  excite- 
ment and  apprehension  came  up,  that  the  majority  of  the  Senators 
and   Members  who  had  been  counted  in  belonged  to  the  Fusion 

party? 

Ainswer.  I  am  not  aware  of  that  matter. 

Qfiestion.  What  did  you  think  the  excitement  was  about? 
Answer.  The  excitement  was  on  account  of  the  claim  that  they 
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Question.  The  excitement  was  not  raised  bj  what  is  called  the 
Fusion  party, — a  union  of  Democrats  and  Greenbackers  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  about  that. 

Question.  Was  it  a  matter  of  conjecture  in  your  mind  when  this 
was  all  going  on, — ^which  side  raised  the  excitement? 

Answer.  I  know  that  the  claim  was  made,  in  the  early  part  of  the 
fall,  that  a  conspiracy  had  been  entered  into  tx>  count  out  certain 
members,  certain  parties.  I  suppose  that  state  of  things  went 
along.  From  time  to  time  parties  were  claiming  that  certain  tilings 
were  being  done,  which  I  knew,  so  far  as  I  was  concerned,  to  be 
absolutely  false. 

Question.  When  did  you  first  hear  this  idea  of  conspiracy? 

Answer.  I  think  I  happened  to  take  up  a  paper  somewhere,  the 
Bangor  Whig  and  Courier,  it  fell  into  my  hands  somewhere  early, 
the  first  of  October. 

Question.  Your  recollection  is  different  than  it  was  Saturday,  and 
you  must  have  had  an  idea  about  the  first  of  October  that  there  was 
solicitude  and  a  charge  of  conspiracy  ? 

Answer.  I  saw  the  general  eitatement ;  I  did  not  suppose  that  con- 
dition of  things  existed. 

Question.  I  am  trying  to  give  you  a  chance  to  reconcile  jonr 
statement  now  of  the  extra  excitement  and  need  of  your  having  an 
extra  force  and  drawing  money  from  the  Treasury,  with  the  statement 
the  other  day,  that  all  through,  up  to  very  late  in  this  matter,  you 
did  not  know  there  was  any  stir  about  it? 

Answer.  I  said  the  other  day,  and  I  say  now,  that  I  was  not  aware 
there  was  any  very  unusual  excitement  till  November  seventeenUi, 
and  on  that  day  coming  down  on  the  cars  I  got  hold  of  a  '^PortLand 
Press  "  and  a  '*  Kennebec  Journal,"  and  I  think  I  met  Mr.  Foster, 
who  was  on  his  way  to  Bath,  and  he  handed  me  a  ^'  Bangor  Whig 
and  Courier,"  and  before  I  had  arrived  here  I  had  read  those  papers 
and  I  saw  the  indications  of  a  very  unusual  and  very  great  excite- 
ment. Then  the  fact  that  those  gentlemen  came  in  on  that  day  in 
such  numbers,  and  the  character  of  the  gentlemen  who  came,  indi- 
cated to  me  there  was  a  wonderful  excitement. 

Question.  What  do  you  mean  by  "  the  character  of  the  gentlemen 
who  came  indicated  there  was  a  wonderfiil  excitement?" 

Answer.  I  mean  that  here  were  ex-Governors  and  Representatives 
to  Congress,  and  Senators  to  Congress,  a  Committee  of  the  State 
Committee,  and  numerous  other  gentlemen  high  in  position  in  the 
State. 
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Question.  Was  it  not  a  company  of  unusually  distinguished  men 
from  the  State  of  Maine? 

Answer,  I  suppose  they  were  as  distingushed  men  as  we  have  in 
the  State. 

Question.  Were  there  not  half  a  dozen  ex-Governors  ? 
Answer.  It  was  said  there  were  seven ;  I  do  not  know ;  I  saw  one ; 
two  on  the  way  up  here. 

Question.  Were  they  not  gentlemen  of  good  character? 
Answer.  I  am  not  discussing  their  character. 
Question.  There  was  no  violence  in  that  meeting? 
Answer.  I  do  not  think  there  was. 

Question.  The  only  men  who  came  to  you  were  Messrs.  Dingley> 
Lindsey  and  Emery  ? 
Answer.  That  is  all. 

Question.  Did  not  that  great  assemblage  of  distinguished  persons 
melt  away  very  quietly,  pay  their  hotel  bills,  and  go  oflf? 
Answer.  I  never  was  called  upon  to  pay  any  of  their  bills. 
Question.  It  was  really  a  peaceful  gathering  and  a  peaceful  dis* 
persion? 
Ansfwer.  I  saw  nothing  different. 
Question.  Did  you  hear  them  called  a  mob  ? 

Answer.  No,  I  do  not  think  I  ever  heard  them  called  a  mob.. 
Newspapers  get  very  singular  staten^nts  of  matters.    The  language 
which  I  used  to  Mr.  Dingley  in  regard  to  the  matter  was  this,  not 
that  the  ^^mob"  was  applied  to  them,  but  '^/  do  not  think  IshaU  give 
these  returns  into  the  hands  of  a  mob." 

Question.  You  knew  they  represented  a  company  of  gentlemen  at 
the  Augusta  House? 

Answer.  I  did  not  at  that  particular  moment.  All  I  knew  was, 
that  they  represented,  as  I  was  told,  a  Committee  of  Sixteen  ;  and 
it  was  not  till  after  I  went  out  that  I  was  aware  there  was  such  a 
gathering  of  people.  When  I  used  the  term  in  that  way,  I  did  it, 
not  as  applicable  to  them,  but  as  a  general  expression  that  I  did  not 
design  to  turn  those  returns  over  into  the  hands  of  anybody  till  such 
tiine  as  the  Governor  and  Council  had  had  time  to  examine  them. 
There  was  nothing  disrespectful  to  them,  or  anything  of  the  kind  in 
any  remarks  which  passed  between  us.  The  statement  which  got 
into  public  print,  was  made  by  parties  who  overheard  the  conver- 
sation. 

42 
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Question.  What  did  you  intend  should  be  done  with  the  arms  and 
ammunition  that  came  with  them  ? 

Answer.'  Simply  to  be  here  as  matter  of  safety  in  case  there  should 
be  any  outbreak. 

Question.  Did  you  intend  that  they  should  be  used  in  any  way 
upon  the  citizens  of  the  State,  assembling? 

Answer.  Not  at  all ;  no  such  thought. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know  it  is  the  custom  of  the  people  of  the 
State,  when  the  Legislature  assembles,  to  appear  in  lai^e  numbers 
and  throng  the  Capitol  ? 

Answer.  I  presume  so. 

Question.  Did  you  not  know  that,  at  that  time  if  you  had  in  view 
an  armed  force  here,  there  were  Militia  Companies  easy  of  access, 
under  the  command  of  responsible  men  ? 

Answer.  There  was  no  armed  force  here ;  I  did  not  deem  there 
was  any  necessity  for  it. 

Question.  Then  why  bring  the  arms  to  the  State  House  ? 

Answer.  For  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  building  from  illegal 
interference. 

Question.  After  those  arms  were  introduced  into  this  Capitol,  with 
ammunition  to  be  used  with  them,  making  them  deadly  weapons, 
did  you  take  to  yourself  the  care  and  responsibility  to  see  that  those 
arms  were  kept  away  from  that  force  of  men  who  were  in  and  abont 
the  Capitol,  or  were  they  where  that  force  could  get  at  them? 

Answer.  I  gave  special  orders  to  the  Adjutant  General  and  to  the 
officers  under  him. 

Question.  What  were  those  orders? 

Answer.  That  those  arms  should  be  kept  secreted  in  a  room, 
and  that  nobody  should  have  access  to  them  excepting  in  case  of 
necessity. 

Question.  Who  was  to  be  the  judge? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  can  say  positively  who  was  to  be 
judge.  If  a  man  undertakes  to  break  into  your  house  as  a  burglar, 
at  dead  of  night,  and  you  have  arms  in  your  possession  you  do  not 
ask  particularly  who  is  to  be  the  judge ;  you  take  the  responsibilit)'. 

Question.  Was  not  the  judge  of  this  necessity  to  be  this  ven" 
force  that  Mr.  Lancaster  had  here  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Whom  else  could  judge.  Were  you  there  ? 

Answer.  No. 
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Question.  Did  you  stay  oret  night  in  the  State  House? 
Answer.  Not  an  hour. 

Question.  Who  did  stay  there ?    Who  was  responsible? 
Answer.  Mr.  Lancaster,  till  General  Chamberlain  was  appointed ; 
or  rather  till  General  Leavitt  returned. 

Question.  Is  Mr.  Lancaster  a  military  man  ? 
Answer.  No,  but  he  had  no  charge  of  the  arms. 
Question.  Who  did  have  charge  of  those  arms? 
Answer.  They  were  in  the  Adjutant  General's  department,  and 
under  his  orders. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  the  Adjutant  General  took  charge  of 
those? 
Ansu}er.  I  understood  so. 

Question.  After  you  had  taken  the  responsibility  to  introduce 
those  arms  into  the  Capitol,  and  ammunition  with  them  that  would 
make  them  deadly  weapons,  did  you  ever  take  the  pains  to  see  how 
carefully  guarded  those  arms  were  ? 

Answer.  I  took  pains  to  see  that  those  arms  were  not  exposed. 
Question.  Do  you  know  where  they  were  kept? 
Answer.  I  was  informed  that  they  were  kept  in  a  room  in  the 
basement,  locked  up  under  the  Adjutant  General's  room. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  give  any  orders  for  their  being  loaded 
ready  for  use? 
Answer.  No. 

Question.  Did  you  know  of  their  being  so  loaded  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  know  that  many  of  them  were  loaded  and 
ready  for  use  ? 
Answer.  No. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that,  after  the  main  part  of  them  were 
taken  away,  some  twenty  of  them  were  found  in  the  basement 
loaded  with  rusty  nails  and  slugs,  and  ready  for  immediate  use? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  never  hear  of  that  before? 
Answer.  No. 

Question.  Would  you  have  ordered  that  to  be  done? 
Ainswer.  I  think  I  would  under  certain  circumstances. 
Question.  Were  there  any  circumstances  which  arose  that,  in  your 
jndgment,  would  justify  you  in  ordering  those  guns  to  be  loaded 
with  rusty  nails  and  slugs,  ready  for  use? 
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Answer,  I  cannot  say  that  circamstances  actualij  occurred,  but 
there  were  circumstances  which  were  so  suspicious  I  have  no  doubt 
men  would  be  justified  in  having  weapons  at  their  access. 

Question,  Provided  it  was  done,  who  were  to  use  those  guns? 

Answer,  Whoever  might  be  employed  here. 

Question,  Was  that  Mr.  Lancaster's  Roll  of  men? 

Answer,  Mr.  Lancaster  had  certain  men,  and  the  Adjutant  Gen- 
eral had  certain  men. 

Question,  Did  the  Adjutant  General  have  any  men  of  his  own? 

Answer,  He  had  men  here  employed,  of  the  police. 

Question.  Any  military  oi^anization  ? 

Answer,  No. 

Question,  Upon  whom  were  those  to  be  used,  if  at  all? 

Answer,  Upon  any  burglar  who  might  come  here  to  break  into  the 
building. 

Question,  Did  it  need  a  force  of  sixty  or  eighty  mjen  to  prevent 
burglars  breaking  into  the  building? 

Answer,  It  was  my  judgment  that  it  did ;  I  have  no  doubt  there 
were  more  than  a  hundred  some  nights. 

Question.  To  prevent  burglars  breaking  in? 

Answer,  Burglars ;  and  persons  that  were  rioters,  if  you  like  that 
term  better ;  or  men  who  were  disposed  to  get  possession  of  the 
building  unlawfully. 

Question,  Not  that  you  discovered  any  attempt  to  take  possession 
of  the  building? 

Answer,  I  cannot  say  that  any  force  came. 

Question.  Did  any  ever  come  so  near  the  State  House  that  you 
heard  of  his  approach  ? 

Question,  I  do  not  think  there  was  any  force  came  any  nearer 
the  State  House  at  that  time  than  when  the  Gatling  gun  was  set  in 
the  building  and  the  corridors  were  lined? 

Question,  That  was  under  the  law  and  the  Constitution,  calling 
out  the  Military? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  about  that. 

Question.  Why  did  not  the  law  and  the  Constitution,  which  you 
had  thought  were  governing  you  and  the  Council  in  these  returns, 
apply  when  you  were  calling  out  men  to  dispel  an  insurrection? 

Answer.  I  did  not  think  that  the  necessity  existed. 

Question,  You  did  think  that  the  necessity  existed  for  bringing 
guns  here  and  your  employing  a  force  of  a  hundred  men  and  having 
guns  ready  for  use? 


TESTIMONY  OF  ALONZO  GAROBLON.  ggl 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  took  upon  youreelf  the  responsibility  of  saying 
when  they  should  be  used? 

Ayiswer.  I  do  not  say  that ;  I  took  the  responsibility  of  giving 
orders  to  the  proper  oflSoer. 

Question.  In  writing? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  I  gave  any  in  writing. 

Qy^estion.  To  whom  did  you  give  those  orders  to  use  those  arms 
if  it  became  necessary  ? 

AnMoer.  The  first  order  I  gave  to  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  that,  if  the  building  was  attacked,  to  defend  it. 

Question.  What  orders  did  you  give  to  the  Adjutant  General? 

Answer.  Afterwards,  I  gave  OTders  to  him  to  see  that  measures 
were  taken  to  protect  the  building. 

Question.  I  find,  December  thirty-first,  report  of  Committee  on 
Warrants,  in  which  the  Governor  is  advised  "  to  draw  his  warrant 
in  favor  of  8.  D.  LeavUt^  Adjutant  General,  for  the  sum  of  $1000 
from  the  Appropriation  for  Military  Purposes^  for  the  protection  of 
pvMic  buildings  J*  This  "  toas  read  and  accepted  by  the  Council,  and 
by  the  Governor  approved.*'    Did  you  approve  of  that  order? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  that  drawn  for? 

Answer.  For  the  purpose  stated. 

Question.  What  is  your  construction  ?  How  was  it  to  be  used  for 
the  protection  of  public  buildings? 

Answer.  Payment  of  the  men  who  were  required  to  guard  the 
building. 

Question.  The  same  as  the  other? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  For  the  men  who  were  employed  around  here? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  present  any  voucher  for  that? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  became  of  the  money? 

Answer.  It  was  paid  out,  I  supposed. 

Question.  Paid  out  by  whom? 

Answer.  By  General  Leavitt ;  that  is,  I  cannot  say  which  of  the 
one  thousand  dollars  was  returned  into  the  Treasury  ;  but  one  one 
thousand  dollars  he  paid  out.  Of  the  two  one  thousand  dollars  put 
in  his  hands,  one  one  thousand  dollars  he  returned  into  the  Treasury, 
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and  the  other  one  thousand  dollars  was  paid  on  the  Pay  Boll  for 
police  force  or  to  men  who  were  employed. 

Qv,e8tion.  I  read  you,  accompanying  this  report,  the  following : 
''  Received  of  S.  D.  Leavitt^  kUe  Adjutant  General^  one  thousand 
dollars^  U  being  for  money  drawn  on  warrant  No.  985  and  charged 
to  Military  Purposes^  January  7,  1880,  and  now  refunded  as  not 
expended.  S.  A.  Holbrooke  Treasurer.'^  That  is  dated  Februajy 
eighteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  That  must  be  the  one  thousand  dollars  that  was  paid  to 
Leavitt,  and  by  him  returned? 

Answer.  There  was  one  thousand  dollars  returned. 

Question.  At  the  time  when  you  drew  this  order  for  Mr.  Leavitt 
for  the  protection  of  public  property,  had  he  made  any  application 
to  you,  stating  there  was  a  need  of  one  thousand  dollars  for  the 
purpose  you  have  indicated  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  whether  made  to  me  or  the  Council ;  I  do 
not  remember. 

Question.  If  there  had  been  an  application  for  this,  and  the  need 
of  it  stated,  would  not  it,  as  is  customary  in  such  cases,  have 
appeared  in  the  report  in  the  form  of  a  request  by  him  ? 

An,swer.  I  cannot  say.  The  order  was  drawn  by  a  member  of 
tiie  Council. 

Question.  Don't  you  remember  that  Greneral  Leavitt  called  for 
this  one  thousand  dollars  or  stated,  the  need  of  it? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember. 

Question.  Don't  you  remember  that  he  never  did  call  for  it? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Would  you  have  approved  a  warrant  for  drawing  one 
thousand  dollars  from  the  Treasury  without  knowing  whether  it  was 
needed  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  approve  it  without  knowing  it  was  needed.  I 
knew  it  was  needed. 

Question.  Did  you  know  it  because  General  Leavitt,  in  whose 
favor  it  was  drawn  and  who  afterwards  returned  it,  had  made  appli- 
cation for  it  ? 

Ansijoer.  I  knew  the  money  was  drawn  for  the  payment  of  these 
police. 

Question.  He  returned  the  money  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  because  I  paid  him  one  thousand  dollars  which  was 
not  used. 
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Questioii.  You  never  paid  him  but  one  one  thousand  dollars  ? 
Ariawer,  No.     That  he  paid  on  the  Pay  Roll. 
Question.  That  was  this  one  thousand  dollars  ? 
Answer,  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Evidently  there  was  one  thousand  dollars  returned  ? 
Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  On  the  back  of  this  warrant  which  was  drawn  for 
Leavitt  on  December  thirty-first,  and  approved  by  you,  is  the  receipt 
of  the  present  Treasurer.  That  money  Leavitt  never  used,  and  re- 
turned. Now  I  ask  you  what  reason  had  you  for  drawing  that 
money  out  of  the  Treasury  if  it  was  afterwards  returned  and  never 
used? 

Answer.  For  the  payment  of  money  which  was  supposed  to  be 
necessary  to  pay  the  bills. 

Question.  Did  General  Leavitt  believe  it  was  necessarj"  ? 
Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  did  or  not.     The  Council  be- 
lieved it. 

Qxiestion.  Was  it  customary  to  draw  a  warrant  and  force  it  on  a 
man? 

Answer.  No,  not  ordinarily,  but  under  the  circumstances  it  was 
necessary  to  have  certain  funds  to  pay  certain  bills. 

Question.  Why  is  it  that  General  Leavitt,  in  whose  favor  this 
order  was  drawn,  does  not  appear  as  requesting  that  it  be  drawn, 
but  does  appear  as  paying  it  back  ? 

A.n»wer.  All  the  explanation  I  can  give  of  it  is,  that  there  was  a 
certain  portion  of  the  police  force  employed  under  General  Leavitt's 
Inunediate  orders,  and  the  bills  must  be  paid,  and  I  transferred  one 
thousand  dollars  to  him  out  of  the  money  which  I  drew ;  I  cannot 
say  which  thousand  dollars  it  was  ;  I  have  no  means  of  knowing. 

Question.  If  General  Leavitt;  for  this  force,  needed  one  thousand 
dollars,  who  would  so  naturall}'  give  the  request  and  have  it  filed 
with  the  papers  ? 

Answer.  All  I  can  say  is,  that  the  circumstances  were  of  an 
unusual  nature,  and  the  money  was  drawn  for  the  purpose  of  paying 
those  bills  which  were  incurred  in  an  unusual  wa3\ 

Question.  Were  they  of  such  an  unusual  nature  that  General 
Leavitt  had  one  thousand  dollars  forced  on  to  him,  which  he  after- 
wards  returned,  without  his  requesting  it  to  be  drawn  ?  Were  you 
so  anxious  to  draw  money  as  that? 

Answer.  I  was  anxious  to  have  the  bills  paid. 


gg4  ALTERED  ELECTION  RBTUBNS. 

Question.  The  bills  did  not  seem  to  have  been  paid ;  the  money 
was  paid  back  ? 

Answer.  There  was  more  money  drawn  then  than  was  necessary. 

Question.  And  done  without  any  request  of  the  Adjutant  General  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Was  it  not  a  fact,  that  at  that  time  your  term  of  office 
was  running  out,  and  here  was  this  money  unexpended,  and  you 
thought  best  to  draw  the  money,  and  get  it  in  you  hands? 

Answer.  No ;  that  was  not  the  fact.  It  was  simply  to  have  the 
money  in  hand  to  be  able  to  pay  the  bills. 

Question.  Had  any  Roll  been  submitted  at  that  time? 

Answer.  By  General  Leavitt? 

Question.  Yes. 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  there  had  by  him.  He  was 
absent  before  that  time.  These  bills  had  been  accruing  from  day  to 
day. 

Question.  When  you  had  drawn  one  thousand  dollars  on  Decem- 
ber twenty-fourth,  did  you  need  another  one  thousand  doUars  on 
December  thirty-first?    ' 

Answer.  The  bills  were  of  a  much  larger  amount,  I  think. 

Question.  More  than  one  thousand  dollars  during  that  week  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  What  had  that  one  thousand  dollars  been  spent  for  that 
week? 

Answer.  The  bills  amounted  to  more  than  that,  and  yarious  other 
purposes  ;  there  were  contingent  expenses. 

Question.  What  were  those  contingent  expenses  for ;  what  was 
the  purpose  ? 

Answer.  Detectives. 

Question.  What  did  you  have  detectives  for? 

Answer.  To  ascertain  what  the  condition  of  things  was. 

Question.  The  condition  of  affairs  throughout  the  State  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  What  did  you  want  to  know? 

Answer.  To  know  to  what  extent  there  was  danger  in  the  reports. 

Question.  Danger  of  what? 

Ansiver.  Of  an  attack  on  the  State  House. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  reports  from  detectives  that  there 
was  danger  of  armed  men  attacking  the  State  House? 

Answer.  Yes. 
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Question.  Whom  did  you  have  that  from? 

Answer.  Those  are  privileged  matters. 

Question.  You  decline  to  state  where  you  got  any  information  that 
vou  received  that  armed  men  were  about  to  make  an  attack  on  the 
State  House  ? 

Answer.  I  had  information  from  various  sources  that  there  were 
men  drilling;  I  had  an  intimation  that  one  night  a  company  of 
armed  men  had  left  a  certain  town. 

Question.  December  thirty-first? 

Ariswer.  About  that  time. 

Question.  What  town  was  that? 

Ansiver.  In  the  eastern  part  of  the  State. 

Question.  What  name  ? 

Answer.  Dexter,  or  one  of  those  towns. 

Question.  A  regular  MUitary  Company  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Under  whose  command  was  the  company? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell. 

Question.  Under  whose  command  is  a  regular  Military  Company  ? 

ui.nswer.  Under  command  of  the  Captain. 

Question.  Who  does  the  Captain  report  to  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Who  is  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Military  of  the 
State  of  Maine  ? 

Answer.  The  Governor,  for  the  time  being. 

Question.  Is  not  the  Military  under  the  control  and  command  of 
the  Governor? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Did  you  need  a  detective  to  go  to  Dexter  to  see 
whether  a  MUitary  Company  was  training? 

Answer.  It  was  necessary  to  look  after  those  things. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  reason  to  believe  from  any  disobe- 
dience from  them  that  they  were  not  ready  to  obey  the  orders  of  the 
constituted  authority? 

Answer.  I  had  good  reason  to  believe  that  a  very  considerable 
portion  of  the  Military  was  not  disposed  to  obey  the  Governor. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  occasion  to  distrust  them  ? 
Answer.  No. 

Question.  You  never  gave  an  order  to  them  that  was  disobeyed? 
Answer.  No. 


■I 
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Question.  During  the  time  you  were  Governor,  up  to  the  time  you 
left  the  office,  was  a  single  order  that  you  issued  to  the  Military  of 
Maine,  disobeyed? 

Answer.  I  never  issued  any  order. 

Question.  Was  not  every  order  you  ever  issued  to  the  Military  or 
Military  Officers,  promptly  responded  to  ? 

Answer.  I  never  issued  any  to  any  Military  Officer  excepting  to  a 
gentleman  at  Bangor. 

Question.  Was  not  that  order  promptly  obeyed? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  not  your  order  to  General  Chamberlain  promptly 
obe3''ed  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Answer.  Did  you  ever  have  any  reason  to  distrust,  by  any  order 
disobeyed,  the  MUitary  of  the  Statue  of  Maine? 

Answer.  I  never  gave  them  any  order. 

Question.  You  had  no  reason  to  distrust  them  ? 

Answer.  Not  on  that  account. 

Question.  Where  are  the  bills  of  the  detectives? 

Answer.  In  my  possession. 

Question.  Why  have  you  not  produced  them  ? 

An>stoer.  Because,  I  did  not  regard  it  as  a  matter  of  public  noto- 
riety. 

Question.  Were  you  acting  as  an  individual,  or  the  Governor  of 
the  State  of  Maine  ? 

Answer.  Governor  of  the  State  of  Maine. 

Q;uestion.  What  do  you  mean  by  saying  that  bills  for  detectives 
employed  by  the  Governor,  are  not  things  of  public  concern  ? 

Answer.  There  are  matters  which  I  regard  as  not  proper  matters 
of  public  notoriety. 

Question.  Do  you  think  you  had  a  right  to  draw  a  single  dollar  of 
the  money  of  the  State  without  showing  vouchers  for  its  use  and 
expenditure  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Is  not  there  a  private  Contingent  Fund,  that  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Council  have  for  emergency  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Do  you  think  you  had  any  right  whatever  to  draw  a 
dollar  from  any  other  appropriation  and  appropriate  it  so  that  the 
people  may  never  know  how  it  was  expended,  which  payment  you 
say  you  have  vouchers  for  and  decline  to  show? 
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Answer.  I  have  vouchers  which  I  propose  to  show  for  all  the  ex- 
penditures I  have  made. 
Question.  You  are  proposing  to  show  them  ? 
Answer.  Certainly. 

Question.  You  propose  to  show  the  detective  vouchers  ? 
Anstver.  I  proposed  to  show  all  the  vouchers  that  were  proper 
vouchers  for  the  public  expenditure. 

Question.  You  propose  to  show  vouchers  for  every  dollar  that  has 
come  into  your  hands  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  got  any  of  them  here  r* 
Answer.  I  believe  I  may  have  General  Leavitt's,  but  I  think  not. 
Question.  Did  not  you  suppose  and  expect,  and  was  it  not  inti- 
mated the  other  night,  when  we  adjourned,  that  we  should  take  up 
the  financial  side  of  this  question  ? 

An,»weT,  Yes ;  but  I  have  not  had  any  opportunity  since  I  went 
home  to  give  my  attention  to  it.  I  was  called  out  immediately  after 
I  got  home ;  a  messenger  was  at  the  door. 

Question.  How  lately  have  you  received  any  of  those  vouchers  ? 
Answer.  I  cannot  say ;  but  several  weeks. 
Question.  Why  have  they  not  been  filed? 

Answer.  There  were  certain  expenditures  in  the  hands  of  certain 
gentlemen  who  have  not  made  a  return  to  me  of  their  expenditures 
and  therefore  there  are  a  few  of  those  bills,  amounting  to  a  few 
hundred  dollars. 

Question.  What  is  the  nature  of  those  expenditures  ? 
Answer.  For  the  general  expenditures. 
Question.  Such  as  what? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  what  the  precise  expenditures  were ;  they 
are  for  personal  expenses  and  for  teams  and  messengers  and  various 
expenses. 

Question.  Up  to  the  time  when  you  ceased  to  be  Governor? 
Ajtswer.  Yes  ;  and  several  bills  of  my  personal  Staff  which  have 
not  been  paid ;  Major  Belcher's,  and  several  others. 
Question.  You  knew  when  this  Committee  was  created  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  not  know  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  created? 
AnsTJoer,  No ;  I  must  confess  my  ignorance,  I  did  not  know  that 
this  Committee  was  in  existence. 

Question.  Not  till  you  were  summoned? 
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Ansioer,  Till  I  received  an  invitation  in  the  first  place  to  come 
before  the  Committee.  I  was  very  busy  for  two  or  three  days  and 
in  the  mean  time  I  received  a  summons. 

Question,  Up  to  that  time  you  did  not  know  from  the  papers  that 
any  investigation  was  going  on  ? 

Answer.  No,  and  I  did  not  notice  anything  about  the  proceedings 
of  the  Legislature. 

Question,  You  did  not  notice  anything  about  the  proceedings  of 
the  Legislature ;  did  not  know  what  was  going  on  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  After  your  term  of  office  expired,  and  you  went  out, 
you  ceased  to  read  anything  in  reference  to  the  proceedings  at 
Augusta  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  did  not  know  there  was  any  Committee 
appointed,  or  any  order  for  it. 

Question.  When  did  you  propose,  in  these  matters  still  out,  to 
get  your  vouchers  so  your  account  could  be  settled  with  the  State  ? 

Answer.  As  soon  as  I  could  get  at  the  several  gentlemen. 

Question.  Have  you  made  efforts  to  get  at  them  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  How  did  you  suppose  you  could  get  at  them  if  you 
made  no  effort? 

AnMoer.  As  soon  as  I  got  over  certain  matters  I  was  very  busy 
about,  I  should  be  able  to  see  them  and  get  matters  arranged. 

Question.  Should  anything  be  any  more  important  to  you,  that 
you  might  put  your  vouchers  in  and  settle  3'our  accounts  with  the 
State  Treasurer,  and  stand  square,  and  be  relieved  of  the  chaise 
that  you  had  public  money  in  your  hands  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  think  several  weeks  could  make  any  difference. 

Question.  It  is  now  ten  or  eleven  weeks  since  you  ceased  to  be 
Governor? 

Answer.  I  suppose  so. 

Question.  You  have  made  no  effort  to  get  any  of  those  vouchers? 

Answer,  No,  no  special  effort. 

Question,  Have  joxi  got  vouchers  to  a  considerable  extent,  cover- 
ing the  moneys  you  have  received  from  the  Treasury'  ? 

Ansiver,  I  will  state  as  near  as  I  can.  I  have  vouchers  for  one 
thousand  dollars  for  Mr.  Leavitt. 

Question.  That  takes  care  of  itself? 

Answer.   Yes,  sir;   and  vouchers  I  have  from  Mr.  Lancaster 
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amount  to  about  somewhere  ftrom  two  thousand  to  twenty-five  hun- 
dred dollars. 

Question.  There  was  only  one  thousand  dollars  that  went  to 
Leavitt? 

Answer.  No ;  and*  I  have  vouchers  for  son[iewhere  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  seven  hundred  or  eight  hundred  dollars,  I  cannot  tell  the 
precise  amount,  from  several  gentlemen  who  were  connected  with 
the  Adjutant  General's  depaitment. 

Question.  Was  there  a  one  thousand  dollars  paid  to  Leavitt 
besides  the  one  thousand  dollars  he  returned  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  not  paid  to  Leavitt,  but  one  thousand  doUars  paid 
on  a  Pay-RoU. 

Question.  There  was  only  one  thousand  dollars  paid  to  Leavitt? 
Answer.  Of  the  five  thousand  dollars  which  I  drew  there  was  one 
thousand  paid  to  him,  and  that  left  four  thousand  in  my  hands,  and, 
of  that  amount,  I  have  the  impression  about  twent3'-two  hundred  or 
twenty-three  hundred  dollars  I  have  Lancaster's  receipts  for.    And 
Major  Folsom  and  various  gentlemen  connected  with  the  depart- 
ment— 1  have  their  receipts  for  about  seven  hundred  or  eight  hundred 
dollars ;  and  I  think  some  five  hundred  dollars  that  was  paid  to 
various  gentlemen  for  contingent  purposes,  and  those  bills  are  the 
ones  I  have  not  received  as  yet.    Then  there  was  somewhere  in 
the  neighborhood  of  five  hundred  or  six  hundred  dollars  for  contin- 
gent expenses  which  I  have  not  got  the  bills  for,  but  which  I  shall 
be  able  to  furnish  at  a  reasonable  time,  and  I  judge  I  have  about 
three  hundred  or  four  hundred  dollars  still  in  my  hands. 

Question.  On  the  thirty-first  day  of  December,  eighteen  hundred 
and  seventy-nine,  I  find  another  report  of  Committee  on  Warrants, 
signed  by  S.  S.  Brown,  Chairman,  in  which  the  Governor  ^'  is  ad- 
vised to  draw  his  warrant  on  the  Treasurer  in  favor  of  Alonzo  Oar^ 
celon  for  the  sum  of  $4,000  from  the  Appropriation  for  Free  High 
Schools  r*' 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  that  money  drawn  for? 
Answer.  That  was  drawn  for  the  same  purpose. 
Question.  What  purpose? 

j^nsu^er.  For  the  purpose  of  paying  the  men  and  protecting  the 
property  of  the  State. 

Question.  Had  the  Free  High  School  anything  to  do  with  the 

>olice  ? 

Answer.  No ;  but  it  was  necessary  to  have  the  money,  and  the 
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practice  has  been,  I  think,  invariably,  to  draw  money  for  special 
purposes  from  any  unexpended  appropriation. 

Question.  Did  you  know  of  any  instance  where  a  High  School 
Fund  or  any  School  Fund,  or  any  fund  of  the  kind,  for  a  special 
purpose,  had  been  drawn  upon  for  any  such  purpose  as  you  drew 
this  for? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  think  there  were  quite  a  number  of  warrants 
drawn  from  the  various  appropriations,  to  pay  certain  biUs,  where 
there  were  unexpended  balances. 

Question.  Before  you  did  this,  did  you  look  and  find  any  prece- 
dent, and,  if  so,  will  you  state  it? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  that  I  looked  particularly  at  that  time,  hut 
the  general  fact  I  think  you  will  find  in  looking  over  the  various 
appropriations,  not  only  this  3'ear  but  previous  years,  that  warrants 
have  been  drawn  on  various  funds  to  pay  the  bills. 

Qy^stion.  The  same  da}^  you  drew  one  thousand  dollars  from  the 
appropriation  for  Military  Purposes,  for  the  police  force,  you  drew 
four  thousand  dollars  from  the  Free  High  School  Fund  for  the  same 
purpose  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  at  that  time,  before  you  did  that,  consult 
authorities  or  look  up  any  precedent  that  indicated  that  such  a  thing 
had  been  done  before  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  I  looked  at  that  particular  time,  or  any 
of  the  Council ;  but  I  am  vfery  sure  that  has  been  done,  and  had  the 
impression  then ;  I  know  Mr.  Foster,  who  was  President  of  the 
Senate  a  few  years  ago,  and  who  is  regarded  as  a  very  good  busi- 
ness man,  thought  it  proper,  and  in  several  instances  during  the 
year,  when  bills  came  up  to  be  paid,  as  for  instance  the  printing 
bills,  and  various  bills  where  the  law  required,  as  for  instance,  Fi.<h 
Commissioners, — ^that  their  salary  should  be  paid,  and  there  was  no 
appropriation  made,  warrants  were  drawn  upon  those  unexpended 
appropriations. 

Question.  Did  you  think  that  the  emergency  was  suflScient  on  tht- 
thirty-first  of  December,  when  you  had  just  drawn  one  thoasanil 
dollars,  for  you  to  go  to  the  Free  High  School  Fund,  and  take  four 
thousand  dollars  from  that? 

Answer.  I  thought  that  the  emergency  was  very  great,  and  it  was 
necessary  there  should  be  funds  in  the  hands  of  the  Grovemor  and 
Council  to  meet  certain  bills  to  protect  the  State  property. 
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Question.  Was  there  to  be  any  end  of  this,  as  to  the  public  ex- 
igenc}',  or  did  you  propose  to  look  over  and  draw  fix)m  every  fhnd 
that  had  not  been  exhausted? 

Answer.  That  was  supposed  to  be  sufficient  to  carry  the  State 
Government  through  to  the  close  of  the  year. 

Question.  You  had  not  had  a  voucher  put  in  for  the  first  thousand 
dollars, — for  the  one  thousand  dollars  that  Leavitt  had  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  You  did  not  have  a  voucher  put  in  for  the  one  thousand 
dollars  you  drew  on  December  thirty-first? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  did  not  have  a  voucher  put  in  for  this  four  thousand 
dollars? 

Ansioer.  No. 

Question.  Making  in  all  seven  thousand  dollars? 

Ansioer.  No,  I  think  not.  Four  thousand  dollars,  and  the  other 
two  one  thousand  made  six  thousand  dollars. 

Question.  You  did  not  have  a  voucher  for  a  dollar  of  it? 

Ainsvjer.  No,  sir. 

Qy^stion.  There  was  nothing  put  in  before  the  Council  indicating 
the  purpose? 

Answer.  The  Council  were  aware  of  the  purpose,  and  it  was  at 
their  suggestion  the  money  was  drawn. 

Question.  On  the  thirty-first  of  December  what  condition  of  things 
was  there  which  justified  you,  after  exhausting  the  appropriation  for 
Military  purposes,  and  the  Contingent  Fund  of  the  Council,  in  turn- 
ing upon  the  Free  High  School  Fund,  and  drawing  on  that? 

^n^swer.  The  high  state  of  public  excitement  is  all. 

Question.  A  week  had  elapsed  since  you  drew  the  first ;  had  there 
been  any  attack? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Any  violence? 

Answer.  There  were  indications ;  the  atmosphere  was  rife. 

Question.  Had  you  heard  of  anybody  being  molested  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Q^aestion.  You  had  got  the  guns  here  ? 

A.nswer.  I  think  they  were  here. 

Question.  In  the  Capitol? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  the  day  they  came. 

Qv^estion.  Men  were  engaged  from  day  to  day,  according  to  the 
supposed  exigencies? 
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Answer.  Yes. 

Qii£stion.  You  had  drawn  those  warrants  before  ? 

Answer.  There  was  six  thousand  dollars  drawn;  one  thousand 
dollars  of  which  was  refunded  by  Mr.  Leavitt. 

Question.  Six  thousand  dollars  in  all? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Without  a  voucher  for  a  dollar? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  And  the  only  reason  you  can  give  ts  that  the  state  of 
public  excitement  was  such? 

Answer.  Preciselv. 

Question.  Did  any  lawyer  tell  you,  you  were  authorized  to  draw 
on  this  Free  High  School  Fund? 

Answer.  I  did  not  consult  any  lawyer. 

Question.  Anybody  in  the  Council  advise  you  to  do  that? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  was  their  judgment? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Qu£stion.  Did  3'ou  draw  any  other  money  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not ;  I  cannot  say  positive.  I  presume  there  were 
other  moneys  drawn. 

Question.  I  find  the  same  date,  December  thirty-first,  a  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Warrants,  advising  the  Governor  to  draw  his 
warrant  on  the  Treasurer  of  State  in  favor  of  Alonzo  Garcelon  for 
another  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  from  the  appropriation  for  the 
Contingent  Fund  of  the  Governor  and  Council,  the  same  being  for 
expense  incurred  for  counsel  fees  and  professional  services  for  the 
State.  Was  that  money  drawn? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  wound  out  the  Contingent  Fund  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say. 

Question.  You  had  exhausted  the  MQitaiy  Fund? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Then  you  went  to  the  Free  High  School  Fund? 

Answer.  Yes,  for  the  purpose  stated. 

Question.  This  warrant  was  drawn  to  pay  bills  which  had  been 
incurred.     Did  you  put  any  vouchers  in  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Had  you  incuired  any  bills? 

Answer.  Yes. 
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Qiaestion.  This  does  not  say  to  be  incurred,  but  "incurred?" 
Answer,  That  was  to  pay  the  expense  incurred  in  what  is  termed 
the  Mandamus  Case. 
Question.  Who  was  counsel? 
Answer.  Mr.  Gould. 
Question.  Whom  else  ? 

Answer.   Mr.  Bradbury  was  consulted,  and  Mr.  Webster,  and!' 
several  other  gentlemen. 

Qu^estion.  That  is  quite  a  warrant,  one  thousand  dollars,  axid  the  • 
expense  had  already  been  incurred.     Did  you  submit  any  (^im  to  . 
the  Council? 
Answer.  The  claim  was  understood  to  be  that. 
Question.    As    a    customary  thing,   where  a  lawyer  has  been  i 
employed  by  the  State  and  claims  one  thousand  dollars^  does  he  not  . 
present  some  bill  of  items  ? 
Answer.  I  presume  so. 

Question.    Were  not  those  gentlemen  all  in  the  State?    Mr. 
Grould  is  easy  of  access  by  telegraph? 
Anstoer.  Yes. 

Question.  Mr.  Bradbury  lives  in  Portland? 
Anau>er.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Mr.  Webster  lives  a  few  hours  above  here,  on  the  river? ; 
Anawer.  Yes. 

Question.  Did  any  of  them  ever  put  in  a  bill? 
Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Has  it  been  filed? 

Answer.  No.    Mr.  Gould  drew  five  hundred  dollars. 
Q^e3tion.  From  whom? 
A.n9V3er.  From  me. 
Question.  Yon  paid  him  ? 
Afnsioer.  Yes. 

Question.  When  did  you  pay  Mr.  Gould  five  hundred  dollars? 
Anstver.  I  cannot  say.    When  did  the  mandamus  ease  occur? 
Question.  About  the  twelfth  of  December.     Did  you  pay  him  five 
hundred  dollars  then? 

^nsujer.  I  paid  him  five  hundred  dollars  on  accoimt  then. 
Question.  On  account? 
Answer.  Yes. 

Question*  How  much  more  did  you  pay  him? 

48 


g74  ALTERBB  BLBOTION  RETITBNS. 

Afiswer.  I  have  not  got  his  account  in  detail. 

Question,  How  much  more  have  you  paid  him? 

Anaioer,  I  have  not  paid  him  anything  more. 

Question,  Did  you  take  a  receipt  from  him  ? 

Answer,  I  took  a  receipt. 

Queston,  For  so  much  money  on  account? 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  Had  he  any  other  account  against  the  State  at  that 
time? 

Answer.  I  am  not  aware  that  he  had. 

Question.  Why  did  you  not  call  on  the  Attorney  General? 

Answer.  I  did,  but  it  was  the  advice  of  the  Council  that  Mr. 
Gould  should  be  employed. 

Question,  With  the  Attorney  General? 

Answer,  Yes. 

Question,  Wh}'? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know. 

Question,  Had  they  not  confidence  in  the  Attorney  Greneral? 

Answer.  I  presume  so. 

Question,  Is  it  not  the  duty  of  the  Attorney  General  to  attend  to 
matters  in  which  the  State  and  Departments  of  State  are  interested? 

Answer,  I  suppose  so,  generally. 

Question,  Was  there  any  reason  why  3'ou  should  call  on  Mr. 
Gould? 

Answer,  I  am  inclined  to  think  there  might  be.     Doubtless  a 
reason  did  exist  in  the  minds  of  the  Council. 

Question,  Was  it  not  a  fact  that  Mr.  Gould  acted  as  counsel  for 
you  in  other  matters  beside  the  Mandamus  Case  ? 

Answer,  Yes ;  Mr.  Gould  had  been  consulted  several  times. 

Question,  Did  you  not  consult  with  him  about  the  Questions  you 
were  to  draw  ? 

Answer.  That  was  a  long  time  after. 

Question.  Not  a  long  time  after  December  thirty-first? 

Answer.  About  that  time,  because  the  Questions  were  not  sub- 
mitted to  the  Court  till  the  twenty-sixth  of  December. 

Question.  This  is  the  thirty-first? 

Answer.  Morrill's  letter  was  not  received  by  me  till  about  that 
time. 

Questionr,  Had  not  the  Questions  been  drawn  up,  under  Mr. 
Gould's  inspection,  or  by  him,  before  December  thirty-first,  -when 
this  money  was  drawn? 
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Answer.  No. 

Qu£8ti(m.  When  were  the  Questions  submitted  to  the  Supreme 
Court? 

Answer.  About  that  time ;  I  do  not  know  whether  the  twenty- 
eighth,  twenty-ninth,  or  thirtieth. 

Question.  The  Opinion  of  the  Court  was  received  on  Saturday, 
the  third  of  January  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  receive  the  Opinion  till  Monday,  the  fifth. 

Question.  It  was  reported  by  telegram  from  Bangor.  The  Judges 
broke  up  on  the  evening  of  the  third ;  so  it  was  only  three  days 
after  this  that  the  Judges  had  met? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  the  dispatches. 

Question.  In  drawing  up  the  Questions,  was  not  Mr.  Grould  em- 
ployed by  you  as  counsel? 

Answer.  He  was  employed  by  me  as  counsel. 

Question.  What  did  you  do  with  the  other  five  hundred  dollars  ? 

Answer.  There  were  other  contingent  expenses  that  accrued  in 
the  case. 

Question.  ^^The  same  being  for  expense  incurred  for  counsel  fees 
and  professional  services  for  the  State  f'  this  warrant  is  limited  to 
expense  incurred.  To  what  other  party  beside  Mr.  Gould  did  you 
pay  any  money  for  counsel  fees  and  professional  services  ? 

Answer.  I  have  not  paid  any  fees  as  yet  to  any  other  party  for 
professional  services ;  but  the  Attorney  General  informed  me, — at 
least,  I  have  a  letter  in  regard  to  certain  matters, — ^that  he  did  not 
consider  it  his  duty  to  attend  to  certain  matters, — and  indicated,  at 
least,  I  understood  him  to  say,  he  would  expect  pay. 

Qy^estion.  You  have  drawn  here  one  thousand  dollars  for  profes- 
sional services  and  counsel  fees  for  the  State,  a  clear  limitation  of 
its  use.  Have  you  paid  out  any  more  than  five  hundred  dollars  for 
that  purpose? 

Answer.  I  have  paid  only  the  five  hundred  dollars  for  that  special 
purpose,  although  Mr.  Gould  said  he  would  furnish  me  his  bill  in 
detail,  and  the  account. 

Question.  Why  did  you  draw  him  any  more  than  you  were  to  pay 
him  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  know  what  his  bill  would  be. 

Question.  Why  did  you  not,  when  you  paid  him  five  hundred  dol- 
lars, return  the  rest  of  the  money  to  the  Treasury,  as  Mr.  Leavitt 
did? 
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Answer,  Of  course,  there  were  some  other  bills  to  be  paid. 

Question.  Such  as  what? 

Answer,  For  professional  services. 

Question.  Of  whom? 

Answer.  Several  parties  whom  I  had  consulted. 

QiiestUm.  Had  any  of  them  ever  presented  a  bill? 

Answer.  No,  because  at  that  time  everything  was  in  a  state  of 
excitement. 

Qu^tion.  Had  you  ever  sent  for  anybody  and  consulted  him  for- 
mally, as  counsel,  beside  Mr.  Grould? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Had  retained  and  considered  them  aa  paid  counsel  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Whom  did  you  consider  paid  counsel  of  the  State  be- 
side Mr.  Gould  T 

Answer.  I  considered  Mr.  Bradbury. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  paid  him  anything? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Has  he  ever  presented  a  bill? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Whom  else? 

Answer.  I  consulted  a  gentleman  in  Massachusetts. 

Question.  Who  was  that,  Mr.  Paine? 

Answer.  No ;  I  forget  his  name  now.  Yes,  two  gentlemen  I  con- 
sulted in  Massaehusetts ;  one  in  Cambridge  and  one  in  Salem. 

Question.  About  what? 

Answer.  About  these  matters,  generally. 

Question.  Such  as  what  matters? 

Answer.  In  regard  to  our  whole  transactions  here ;  in  regard  to 
the  Mandamus  Case,  and  various  other  matters. 

Question.  What  did  you  consult  them  about  if  Mr.  Gould  was 
employed? 

Answer.  Mr.  Grould  had  authority  to  consult  other  parties,  and 
take  such  counsel  as  he  saw  fit ;  I  wanted  to  get  as  good  counsel  as 
I  could. 

Question.  Did  you  consult  them  formally,  and  retain  them  and 
consider  yourself  as  bound  to  pay  them? 

Answer.  I  am  not  familiar  with  your  law  business ;  I  did  it  the 
same  as  I  would  consult  in  my  own  private  affairs. 

.  Question.  Did  you  expect  to  pay  them? 
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Anstoer.  Yes. 

Question,  Have  thej  presented  their  bill? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Have  thej,  in  any  way,  intimated  they  would  charge 
anything? 

Answer.  I  have  that  intimation. 

Qtiestion.  From  whom  ? 

Answer.  From  those  parties. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  the  names  ? 

Anstoer.  Mr.  Bradbary  I  expect  to  be  paid. 

Question.  Massachasetts  gentlemen? 

Anstoer.  I  am  not  sure  whether  they  would  or  not,  but  I  feel 
myself  under  obligation  to  pay  them. 

Question.  Mr.  Northern  of  Salem? 

Answer.  Yes;  I  had  quite  a  number  of  communications  from 
him. 

Question.  Was  he  one  of  the  gentlemen  you  consulted  as  a 
lawyer? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  he  the  gentleman  you  referred  to  in  Salem  ? 

Anstoer.  Yes. 

Question.  He  is  one  of  the  gentlemen  you  suppose  has  an  out- 
standing claim  for  legal  counsel  in  the  State  of  Maine  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  consider  the  State  under  obligation  to  pay  him? 

Answer.  Yes ;  and  I  have  made  arrangements  to  meet  him^ 

Question.  William  D.  Northern  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  Did  you  know  him  before  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Is  he  a  man  of  great  reputation  as  a  lawyer? 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  One  of  the  best? 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  You  wanted  to  be  supported  by  law  outside  of  our  own 
Bar? 

Answer.  1  am  not  sure  that  he  will  charge  me  anything,  but  I 
svipposed  it  was  proper  he  should  have  pay  for  his  services. 

Question.  What  do  you  think  would  be  his  reply  if  anybody 
sliould  write  him  asking  if  he  had  a  bill  against  the  State  of  Maine  ? 
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Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Who  was  the  Cambridge  man  you  consulted? 

Answer.  A  friend  of  mine. 

« 

Question.  If  he  is  a  friend,  you  know  him  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Naturally,  a  member  of  the  profession,  whom  you  con- 
sulted on  a  matter  of  this  magnitude,  would  be  pleased  to  have  you 
state? 

Answer.  The  gentleman  I  consulted  was  Mr.  Woodman  of  Cam- 
bridge ;  he  is  not  distinguished ;  he  is  not  in  business,  but  he  is  a 
man  who  is  well  informed. 

Question.  Is  he  a  lawyer  ? 

An^swer.  He  was  by  profession,  but  I  do  n6t  think  he  would 
expect  any  pay ;  and  I  do  not  know  that  Mr.  Northern  would,  but  I 
feel  myself  under  obligation  to  pay  him. 

Question.  You  had  consulted  them  before  you  drew  this  one 
thousand  dollars.     Is  their  bill  a  part  of  the  one  thousand  dollars? 

Answer.  I  have  said  to  you  that  the  five  hundred  dollars  is  all  I 
have  paid  out  on  that  one  thousand.  There  are  some  bills  I  sup- 
posed it  was  proper  to  pay,  which  I  proposed  to  see  the  gentlemen 
about  first  and  have  conversation  with  them ;  I  hold  the  balance  to 
be  returned  as  soon  as  I  can  see  those  gentlemen  and  have  an 
understanding  with  them  ? 

Q;uestion.  How  long  would  you  think  you  ought  to  hold  this  to  see 
whether  those  men  had  any  claim  on  it? 

Answer.  I  have  been  in  communication  with  those  gentlemen,  and 
I  have  expected  to  sec  them  every  day  for  the  last  fortnight ;  but  I 
have  been  so  situated  I  conld  not  leave ;  the  last  week  I  have  been 
tied  up. 

Question.  Have  any  gentlemen  in  the  State  of  Maine  you  con- 
sulted with,  sent  in  a  bUl? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  consult  anybody  in  Boston? 

Ansioer.  No. 

Question.  Any  other  man  in  Massachusetts  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  What  is  Woodman's  name  ? 

Answer.  Cyrus  W.  Woodman. 

Question.  You  have  got  five  hundred  dollars? 

Answer.  Yes ;  that  is  in  my  possession. 
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Question.  That  has  not  been  paid  oat? 
Answer.  No. 

Question.  If  these  gentlemen  have  got  any  bills,  they  have  got 
bills  against  the  State  of  Maine? 
Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  You  are  acting  for  the  State  of  Maine? 
Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  The  State  of  Maine  is  good  for  its  bills  ? 
Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Where  bills  or  claims  go  over  from  one  administration 
to  the  other,  it  is  not  usual  for  an  outgoing  official  to  think  he  is 
responsible  for  the  pa^Tuent  of  money  that  the  State  owes  ? 

Answer.  The  condition  of  things  was  such  that  it  was  deemed 
advisable  that  those  bills  should  be  provided  for. 

Question.  When  a  State  is  solvent  and  pays  all  its  bills,  it  is  not 
customary  for  an  officer,  when  his  term  of  office  expires  and  he  goes 
out,  to  consider  himself  personally  holden  for  the  State  bills  and  to 
hold  on  to  the  money  to  pay  them  ? 

Answer.  Under  ordinary  circumstances  it  is  not. 
Quiestion.  "  Ordinary  circumstances,"  so  far  as  the  solvency  of 
the  State,  is  not  changed.     The  State  is  as  solvent  to  pay  its  bills, 
as  under  your  administration? 
A.nswer.  I  suppose  so. 

Question.    There  did  not  seem  to  be  any  special  reason  why 
money,  due  any  person  from  the  State,  should  be  held  by  an  out- 
going official  for  the  State? 
Answer.  I  think  so. 

Qttestion.  What  right  have  you  to  hold  on  to  money  to  pay  bills 
that  are  due.    The  Treasurer  is  the  proper  person  to  hold  the  money  ? 
Answer.  The  Treasurer  is  not  holden  for  those  bills. 
Question.  According  to  your  rule,  it  would  be  perfectly'  proper  for 
the    Secretary  of  State  to  hold  on  to  money  after  his  term  had 
expired,  to  pay  for  things  which  he  had  contracted  for  before  ? 
Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Or  it  would  be  proper  for  the  Council  to  hold  on  to- 
nioney  to  pay  for  things  which  they  might  be  liable  for? 

Answer.  I  suppose  so,  if  there  were  any  circumstances  that  they 
coulcl  not  get  their  vouchers  for  a  while. 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  good  practice  for  an  outgoing  Gov- 
ernor to  hold  on  to  money  in  that  way  ? 
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Answer,  Ordinarily  not.  There  is  a  question  as  to  the  precise 
condition  in  which  our  State  government  exists,  and  that  question 
has  been  one  which  renders  a  matter  of  delay  proper. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  had  occasion  to  question  the  responsi- 
bility and  solvency  of  the  present  State  Government? 

Answer,  I  have  not  had  any  knowledge  of  the  condition  of  the 
present  State  Government. 

Question.  It  has  entire  possession  of  all  the  offices  of  the  State, 
and  its  resources  ? 

Answer.  I  presume  so. 

Question.  And  has  a  Legislature  regularly  running,  consisting  of 
members  of  all  parties  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  so,  although  I  have  not  inquired  into  it. 

Question.  Passing  laws  eveiy  day  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  so. 

Quesftion.  Raising  taxes  and  laying  them  on  the  people  ? 

Answer.  1  suppose  they  are  trying  to  do  that. 

Question.  Providing  revenue  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Govern- 
ment? 

Answer.  I  presume  so. 

Question.  And  as  bills  and  claims  come  in  it  is  paying  them? 

ATiswer.  I  think  likely. 

Question.  And  is  capable  of  settling  with  old  officers,  and  dis- 
charging all  debts? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  how  that  is ;  I  have  not  looked  into  it. 

Question.  You  say  it  has  been  the  practice  before,  when  all  legiti- 
mate funds  and  appropriations  had  been  exhausted,  to  drawn  upon 
other  fhnds  ? 

Answer,  I  think  that  has  been  a  very  common  practice. 

Question.  I  want  you  to  name  a  single  case  in  which  that  has 
been  done  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  I  can,  but  I  know  it  has  been  done. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  know  before  of  any  instance  where  any 
such  sum  of  money  as  this,  in  three  cases  one  thousand  dollars  each, 
and  in  another  four  thousand  dollars,  was  drawn  from  the  State 
Treasury  by  the  Chief  Magistrate,  without  any  vouchers? 

Answer,  I  cannot  say  how  that  may  be.     Yes,  I  can. 

Question,  Where  is  that? 

Answer,  In  eighteen  hundred  and. seventy-six  the  Governor  and 
''ouncil  for  the  time  being  drew  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars 
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from  the  Treasury  for  expenses  in  attending  the  Centennial,  and  no 
vouchers,  up  to  the  time  of  the  close  of  our  administration,  were  in 
the  hands  of  the  Secretary,  or  to  be  found  anywhere. 

Question,  That  was  a  special  appropriation  for  the  expense  of  the 
Governor  and  Staff  to  the  Centennial  Exposition? 

Answer.  I  suppose  so. 

Question.  It  was  a  distinct  appropriation  made  for  that  distinctive 
purpose  ? 

Ansioer.  Yes. 

Question.  It  was  an  appropriation  made  before  the  Centennial? 

Ansioer.  I  presume  so ;  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Was  not  this  money  drawn  for  that  specific  object, 
which  had  to  be  accomplished  before  the  trip  was  taken  ? 

Answer.  Certainly. 

Question.  And,  did  he  not  afterwards,  when  the  trip  was  over, 
and  the  bills  paid  up,  at  once  pay  back  into  the  Treasury  the  balance 
in  his  hands,  five  hundred  eighty-two  dollars  and  nineteen  cents? 

Answer.  I  am  not  aware  of  that  fact. 

Question.  That  is  the  fact,  and  the  record  so  shows,  and  I  am 
glad  you  mentioned  that. 

Answer.  There  was  not  a  voucher  filed. 

Question.  No  voucher  could  be  filed  at  that  time  i 

Ansioer.  No,  and  no  vouchers  could  be  filed  under  the  excitement 
here. 

Question.  What  was  the  reason  why,  on  December  thirty-first,  if 
the  Roll  had  been  running  on  for  weeks,  you  could  not  have  filed  a 
voucher  for  what  expense  had  already  incurred? 

Answer.  Because  of  the  great  excitement  which  rendered  it 
impossible. 

Question.  Was  the  excitement  such  that  the  men  could  not  sign 
the  Roll  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  they  could  have  done  so,  but  the  state  of  things 
about  the  Executive  Chamber  and  about  the  building  was  such  that 
those  bills  could  not  be  seen  to. 

Question.  What  was  the  special  pressure  on  December  thirty-first? 

Answer.  If  you  were  not  here  you  do  not  know. 

Question.  I  was  here  a  little  after ;  and  I  certainly  did  not  see  any 
reason  why,  if  Tom,  Dick  or  Harry,  on  this  Roll,  had  a  claim  for  fif- 
teen or  twenty  dollars  they  were  so  excited  they  could  not  sign  their 
name? 
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Answer.  I  presume  they  could ;  but  we  were  not  in  a  condition  to 
get  at  those  bills. 

m  

Question.  Was  not  Dr.  Lancaster  paying  them  off? 

Answer.  Yes,  for  extra  help  he  would  come  in  and  I  would  pay 
him  and  take  his  receipt. 

Question.  Did  it  require  very  much  time  to  put  those  vouchers 
together  and  see  how  much  they  amounted  to  on  December  thirty- 
first,  and  to  file  them? 

Answer.  I  wanted  to  have  them  aU  together.  And  you  know  the 
condition  of  things  on  that  week,  and  on  the  eighth  of  Januar}' ;  no 
chance  to  do  any  business  or  find  Jlnj-body. 

Question,  You  could  do  business  enough  to  go  to  the  Council  and 
have  a  warrant  drawn,  and  you  receive  seven  thousand  dollars  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  one  thousand  dollars  was  drawn  for  the  purpose  of 
expenses  for  counsel  and  professional  services,  and  the  other  was 
drawn  in  the  manner  I  have  stated. 

Question.  If  the  excitement  was  such,  how  could  you  do  this 
business  in  the  way  of  drawing  money  out  of  the  Treasury,  but 
could  not  find  time  to  show  the  vouchers  ? 

Answer.  It  is  a  very  easy  matter  to  make  these  things  appear  all 
very  fine  when  the  excitement  has  all  passed  away,  but  when  yoa 
are  surrounded,  as  we  were  at  that  time,  having  all  the  people  of 
the  community  at  your  ears,  it  was  no  easy  matter  to  adjust  those 
bills. 

Question.  Here  is  another  report  of  Committee  on  Warrants,  S. 
S.  Brown,  chairman,  dated  ''Dec.  5i,  1879  "  advising  the  Gov- 
ernor to  di*aw  his  warrant  on  the  Treasurer  of  State  in  favor  of  A. 
J.  Cameron,  for  the  sum  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  which 
is  struck  out,  and  two  thousand  dollars  interlined,  from  the  Appro- 
priation for  "  Binding  and  Stitching ;"  that  is  struck  out^  and  ''Free 
High  School"  substituted,  ^'  the  same  being  on  account  for  stitching 
and  binding  now  in  his  hands,  approved  by  the  Grovernor."  Do  yoa 
remember  about  that? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Drawn  the  same  day  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember,  but  I  guess  it  was. 

Question,  What  was  the  condition  of  public  excitement  that  re- 
quired he  should  receive  that  two  thousand  dollars? 

Answer.  He  came  in,  desiring,  very  much,  some  money  to  pay 
certain  bills. 
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Question.  To  pay  certain  bills? 

Answer,  Yes,  in  payment  for  certain  bills,  that  he  was  very  much 
pressed  and  needed  especially  the  money,  that  the  work  was  all  in 
progress  and  that  his  bill  would  amount  to  very  much  more.  Before 
I  knew  anything  about  it  the  Council  had  decided  to  draw  —  I  do 
not  remember  the  amount  of  his  bill,  but  he  wanted  enough  to 
square  the  job  which  he  was  upon,  or  at  least  the  amount  of  bind- 
ing and  stitching,  and  represented  the  amount  to  be  considerably 
larger.  I  objected  to  drawing  him  so  large  an  amount;  I  was 
opposed  to  drawing  any  amount  further  than  his  work  had  pro- 
gressed ;  but,  on  the  representations  made  as  to  the  urgencies  of 
the  case,  consented  to  draw.  I  suppose  that  is  the  reason  of  the 
twenty-five  hundred  dollars  being  struck  out. 

Question.  Did  you  not  know  that  Cameron  had  settled  his  account 
and  received  payment  for  every  dollar  of  work  he  had  done,  and 
that  the  Appropriation  for  Binding  and  Stitching  was  exhausted? 

Answer.  No ;  I  did  not  know  but  the  appropriation  was  exhausted ; 
I  was  not  aware  he  had  settled  his  bill. 
Question.  He  has  so  testified  ? 
Answer.  I  did  not  know  it. 

Qtiestion.  Were  you  aware  that  when  this  report  was  first  drawn, 
it  was  drawn  upon  the  Appropriation  for  Binding  and  Stitching, 
that  a  warrant  was  made  out,  and  that  Cameron  took  it  to  the 
Treasurer's  office,  and  the  Treasurer  told  him  he  could  not  get  any 
money,  for  that  appropriation  had  been  exhausted  and  he  had  set- 
tled his  account,  and  that  Cameron  went  back  to  the  Council  and  it 
was  changed  and  made  two  thousand  dollars,  to  be  drawn  from  the 
Free  High  School  Fund? 
Answer.  Yes,  I  think  so. 

Question.  Purely  for  advance  work,  none  of  which  was  done? 
A^nswer.  I  did  not  so  understand  it,  that  it  was  for  advance  work. 
Question.  Did  you  know  that  no  voucher  whatever  was  presented? 
Answer.  It  was  drawn  on  account  as  I  understand. 
Question.  He  had  just  settled  his  account? 
Answer.  He  had  a  contract. 

Question.  Did  you  not  know  that  his  appropriation  was  exhausted, 
every  dollar  of  it? 
Answer.  No. 

Question.  And  that  this  was  a  request  on  his  part  to  be  paid  in 
advance  so  much  money  because  it  would  be  handy  for  him  to  have 
it? 
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Anstver.  No ;  I  did  not  know  it  was  paid  in  advance. 

Question,  Don't  you  know  it  was  paid  precisely  as  the  four  thou- 
sand dollars  was  drawn,  to  cover  anything  that  might  come  up 
afterwards? 

Answer.  No ;  I  understood  the  fact  to  be  that  he  had  a  bona  fide 
account. 

Qiiestion.  And  a  bill  then  due? 

Ansioer.  No,  but  for  work  in  progress. 

Question.  Did  you  not  know  that  he  had  settled  up  and  got  his 
pay— every  doUar? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  not  know  that  the  ftmd  for  binding  and  stitch- 
ing was  exhausted  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  think  3'ou  had  any  right  to  pay  him  in  advance 
two  thousand  dollars  from  the  Free  High  School  Fund? 

Answer.  That  was  the  judgment  of  the  Council. 

Question.  Was  there  anything  that  could  have  came  up  by  way  of 
possible  need  that  you  wouldn't  thought  advisable  to  have  taken  out 
of  that  High  School  Fund  ? 

Anstver.  There  was  that  amount  of  money  unexpended.  It  was 
not  known  at  the  time  what  thb  amount  of  demand  would  be  upK>n 
it.  After  the  bills  were  settled  it  was  found  there  was  quite  an 
amount  that  would  not  be  used. 

Question.  So  j'^ou  drew  upon  it? 

Answer.  We  drew  upon  it  for  various  purposes  rather  than  to 
have  a  deficiency  account  to  go  over. 

Question.  Don't  you  know  that  two  thousand  dollars  was  paid 
outright  to  him,  he  stating  he  needed  it  and  wanted  to  be  sure  -  of 
getting  it? 

Answer.  I  did  not  know  that. 

Question.  I  put  in  report  of  Committee  on  Warrants,  dated 
^^Dec.  27 y  1879^**  advising  the  Governor  to  draw  his  warrant  on  the 
Treasurer  of  State  in  favor  of  E.  F.  Pillsbury  and  Company,  for  the 
sum  of  two  thousand  dollars,  from  the  Appropriation  for  State  Print- 
ing, the  same  being  on  account  for  State  Printing,  upon  which  trar- 
rant  "945"  is  drawn.  There  is  no  voucher  or  account  appearing 
with  that.    Do  you  remember  anything  about  it? 

Answer.  I  know  there  was  some  mone}'  drawn  for  Mr.  Pillsburv 
on  account ;  I  do  not  remember  particularly  about  that  warrant. 
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Qitestion.  What  was  the  course  of  proceeding  in  drawing  war- 
rants and  paying  money  to  contractors  with  the  State,  who  had  run- 
ning and  existing  contracts ;  as  a  contractor  would  do  work  what 
would  he  present? 

Answer,  Sometimes  he  would  come  in  and  get  money  on  account 
of  certain  work,  and,  when  the  work  was  completed,  he  would  have 
the  balance  of  the  money  drawn  in  full. 

Question.  But  from  time  to  time  as  he  drew  payments  upon  which 
reports  and  warrants  were  drawn,  what  would  he  file  as  a  voucher 
that  he  had  done  the  work,  or  was  entitled  to  pay,  as  he  went  along? 
Answer.  File  his  account  I  suppose. 

Question.  I  so  find  before,  in  other  accounts  of  the  printing,  some- 
times a  receipt  and  sometimes  an  account  presenting  a  bill  of  items ; 
but  in  this  case  I  find  no  voucher  and  no  receipt? 

Answer.  Mr.  Waterhouse  pame  in,  I  recollect,  and  was  anxious 
to  have  some  money  for  a  specific  purpose  of  payment,  and  assured 
us  that  his  account  was  very  much  larger ;  that  there  was  a  certain 
amount  of  work  he  had  got  nearly  completed  and  he  was  anxious 
for  the  money,  to  pay  certain  bills,  and  the  Council  decided  to  let 
him  have  that  amount ;  I  thought  it  reasonable  and  approved  the 
warrant. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know  that  three  days  after  this  Mr.  Pills- 
bury  put  in  his  account  in  items  for  fourteen  hundred  ninety-eight 
ddUars  and  one  cent,  and  that  account  was  settled  and  paid? 
Answer.  I  do  not  remember  about  that  transaction. 
Question.  That  appears  by  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  War- 
rants, dated  ^^Dec.  31  "  in  which  the  Governor  is  advised  to  draw 
his  warrant  in  favor  of  £.  F.  Pillsbury  and  Company,  for  one  thou- 
sand ninety-eight  dollars  and  one  cent,  (the  account  in  items  is  pre- 
sented for  one  thousand  four  hundred  ninety-eight  dollars  and  one 
cent,  with  a  credit  of  four  hundred  doUars) .    How  can  you  account 
for  the  fact,  that  account  in  items  being  presented,  on  December 
twenty-seventh,  without  any  voucher,  two  thousand  dollars  was  paid 
to  Pillsbury  on  a  warrant  drawn  by  yourself? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  I  can  explain  the  fact  without  knowing 
all  the  particulars ;  but  I  presume  he  will  be  able  to  explain  it. 

Q^estixm.  Were  you  in  the  habit  of  drawing  a  warrant  for  a  sum 
like  two  thousand  dollars  without  there  being  anything  in  writing  to 
go  with  the  report  to  back  you  up,  simply  upon  the  statement  of  a 
man? 
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Answer.  Where  we  knew  the  parties  contracting  were  doing  the 
work. 

Qv^stion.  Was  there  anything  easier  than  to  have  the  statement 
of  account  made  up  to  date,  showing  what  was  due  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  The  explanation  was  made  at  the  time, 
but  I  do  not  remember  what  it  was. 

Question.  Why  was  it  not  as  easy  to  put  in  a  voucher  for  that 
item  as  for  the  other  items? 

Answer,  The  work  was  not  completed,  as  I  understood. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  two  thousand  dollars  of  the  pay- 
ments made  to  Pillsbury,  is  not  accounted  for  in  his  accounts  or 
charges,  and  remains  so  to  this  day  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Do  you  offer,  or  can  you  offer,  any  explanation  of  the 
fact  that  that  warrant  stands  bare  and  alone,  without  a  voucher  ? 

Answer.  My  understanding  of  the  matter,  at  the  time  was,  that 
there  was  work  in  progress,  the  printing  of  which  would  amount  to 
very  much  more  than  the  amount  for  which  that  warrant  was  drawn. 

Question.  This  was  an  advance  ? 

Answer.  Not  exactly  in  the  shape  of  an  advance,  but  for  un- 
completed work.  When  the  work  was  completed  this  would  be  in 
payment  for  that  work. 

Question.  Was  it  not  in  accordance  with  the  plan  you  adopted, 
when  you  found  an  appropriation  which  had  not  been  exhausted^ 
that  you  drew  upon  it,  without  regard  to  vouchers  and  apportioned 
it  out? 

Answer.  I  do  not  admit  any  such  principle.  Every  bill  that  was 
paid  was  paid,  with  the  intent  to  meet  a  particular  indebtedness. 

Question.  What  call  was  there  at  this  time,  when  the  year  was 
expiring,  for  you  to  advance  two  thousand  dollars  for  uncouipleted 
work  to  Cameron,  and  in  another  case  two  thousand  dollars  to  Pills- 
bury,  when  all  that  was  needed  was  to  let  the  money  lie  in  the 
Treasury? 

Anstoer.  The  necessities  in  the  case. 

Question.  Is  that  the  rule  that  your  administration  followed,  irlien 
a  contractor  of  the  State  needed  money,  although  he  had  not  done 
the  work,  you  let  him  have  the  money? 

Answer.  There  may  have  been  several  cases. 

Qiiestion.  Had  you  ever  advanced  money  to  either  of  thena  tfll 
just  as  the  year  was  going  out? 
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Anmjoer.  I  do  not  know  as  we  had  to  them,  but  my  impression  is 
we  had  to  Spragae  and  Owen,  or  some  of  those  gentlemen. 

Qiiestion.  That  must  have  been  for  work  that  had  been  done  ? 

Answer.  I  have  given  my  impression. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know  that  in  paying  out  this  money  to 
Cameron,  who  had  not  done  the  work,  as  an  advance  to  him,  that 
one  reason  was  he  said  he  needed  it,  and  the  uncertainty  of  things, 
the  possibility  that  the  administration  might  be  changed,  and  he 
better  have  the  money  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say,  for  I  do  not  remember  any  such  thing. 

Question.  If  you  had  heard  him  so  testify  what  should  you  say? 

Answer.  I  shall  not  deny  it. 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  would  be  a  good  way  of  treating  the 
State  Funds? 

Anstoer.  I  thought  the  work  was  being  done. 

Question.  Being  none  of  it  done,  what  claim  was  there  for  taking 
money  out  of  the  Treasury?  A  good  paymaster  pays  for  work 
when  done? 

Answer.  Ordinarily ;  I  cannot  say  in  regard  to  the  matter ;  so  far 
as  I  know,  the  representation  was  made  to  me  it  was  for  money  they 
were  in  need  of  for  the  progress  of  the  work ;  I  have  no  fhrther  ex- 
piation to  make  of  it. 

Question.  This  money  was  drawn,  you  say,  to  pay  those  bills? 

Answer.  I  suppose  so. 

Question.  Coming  back  to  the  seven  thousand  dollars  you  drew ; 
what  did  you  do  with  the  money  ? 

Answer.  With  what  money  ? 

Question.  The  first  money  you  drew,  December  twenty-fourth. 

Answer.  I  paid  it  out,  I  suppose. 

Question.  To  whom  ? 

Answer.  To  various  parties ;  to  Mr.  Lancaster  and  other  parties, 
as  the  bills  accrued. 

Question.  Did  you  get  the  money  from  the  Treasury  when  you 
drew  the  warrant? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember ;  I  do  not  remember  whether  I  got 
the  money  that  day  or  not,  or  whether  drawn  sometime  afterwards. 

Question.  Did  you  draw  the  money  and  pay  it  for  this  purpose 
you  have  testified  it  was  drawn  for,  or  did  you  draw  it  and  deposit 
it  on  your  private  account? 

Answer.  I  never  deposited  a  dollar  to  my  own  private  account. 
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Question.  Of  this  seven  thousand  dollars  which  you  drew,  as 
shown  by  the  reports  which  have  been  submitted,  and  the  warrants 
accompanying  them,  did  you  ever  deposit  any  or  all  to  your  own 
private  account? 

Answer.  Not  a  dollar. 

Q;aestion,  Did  you  have  any  account  anywhere  as  Governor  of 
the  State,  with  any  bank? 

Answer,  Never. 

Question.  Did  you  have  anywhere  a  private  account? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Did  you  deposit  any  of  this  money  with  any  bank,  to 
your  private  account? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  What  did  you  do  with  the  money  itself,  when  you 
drew  it? 

Answer.  Paid  it  out  as  it  was  demanded. 

Question.  Did  you  pay  out  all  of  the  seven  thousand  dollars  that 
you  drew,  with  the  exception  of  what  you  say  you  now  hold  to  meet 
outstanding  accounts,  while  you  were  in  Augusta? 

Answer.  No,  not  all ;  because  there  were  other  parties  in  other 
places,  I  paid. 

Question.  Where? 

Answer.  I  paid  some  of  it  at  Lewiston? 

Question.  What  bills  did  you  pay  in  Lewiston? 

Answer.  I  paid  Major  Folsom,  and  Benson  and  French,  and 
Channing,  seven  or  eight  bills. 

Question.  How  much  do  they  amount  to? 

Answer.  Four  hundred  or  five  hundred  dollars,  is  my  impression. 

Question.  Pay  them  in  cash? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Where  did  you  get  the  money? 

Answer.  Had  it  in  bills. 

Question.  From  the  State  Treasurer  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  for  checks  drawn ;  I  think  some  of  the  bills  were 
drawn ;  I  think  one  thousand  dollars  was  given  me  in  a  check  on  one 
of  the  Lewiston  banks,  and  some  checks  on  the  banks  in  Portland ; 
I  do  not  remember.  I  got  the  money  on  checks  from  some  bank  or 
other.     I  do  not  recollect  them  now. 

Question.  You  received  the  money  in  checks  from  the  State 
Treasurer? 
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Answer.  Yes ;  I  think  I  paid  off  some  twelve  hundred  or  fifteen 
hundred  dollars  in  Lewiston;  I  have  the  impression  that  parties 
came  there ;  Mr.  Lancaster  came  there  and  had  sent  other  bills  up 
to  me. 

Q^estion.  When  you  presented  those  warrants  to  the  State  Treas- 
urer and  received  those  checks  what  did  you  do  with  the  checks  ? 
Answer.  I  kept  them  till  I  needed  the  money,  as  it  was  wanted. 
Question.  Did  you  request  him  to  give  you  checks  upon  a  bank  in 
Lewiston? 
Answer.  No. 

Qujsstion.  Did  you  request  him  to  give  you  checks  upon  a  bank  in 
Portland? 
Answer.  No. 

Question.  Had  you  any  account  with  those  banks? 
A7k.swer.  No. 

Q^estion.  Of  this  money  did  you  receive  in  a  check  one  thousand ' 
dollars  upon  the  First  National  Bank  of  Auburn  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  I  should  say  so. 

Question.  Did  you  receive,  in  a  check,  four  thousand  doUwre  upon  , 
the  Casco  National  Bank,  Portland? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say ;  I  presume  so.    The  checks  wiU  show  for 
themselves ;  I  do  not  remember ;  I  do  not  deny. 

Question.  And  two  cheeky  of  five  hundred  dollars  each,  on  the 
Granite  National  Bank,  Augusta? 
Answer.  I  should  judge  so. 

Question.  Then  you  had  checks  covering  six  thousand  dollars,  . 
upon  these  different  banks? 
Anavoer.  Yes,  sir. 
Question.  And  funds  to  that  extent? 
Answer.  Yes ;  it  would  be  so  regarded. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  used  any  of  those  fhnds  in  any  way,  . 
excepting  in  paying  those  bills  of  the  State  ? 
A.nswer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  In  each  of  these  cases  did  you  draw.the  money  from  •. 
the  banks? 

Ainswer.  I  did,  every  dollar  of  it. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  draw  it  in  the  shape  of  cbQcks  for  a  por- 
tion of  the  amount? 

^Answer.  Not  to  my  remembrance. 

44 
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Question.  On  any  other  bank? 

Answer.  Not  a  cent  so  far  as  I  remember ;  I  think  not. 

Qv^estion.  Never  have  used  any  of  this  money  for  your  own  pur- 
poses ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question. '  When  can  you  have  your  vouchers  here  ? 

Answer.  I  can  have  a  large  portion  of  them  here  as  soon  as  I  can 
get  at  them.  I  will  state,  however,  in  regard  to  the  vouchers  for  tiie 
five  hundred  dollars  of  Mr.  Gould,  that  that  money  was  paid  before 
the  twenty-seventh.  I  paid  that  out  of  that  first  one  thousand  dol- 
lars or  else  out  of  my  own  private  ftinds ;  I  do  not  recollect  which. 
At  any  rate,  I  gave  him  a  check  for  five  hundred  dollars,  and  he 
gave  me  a  receipt  which  I  supposed  was  with  my  papers,  but,  on 
looking  for  it  some  time  ago,  I  found  it  was  missing ;  it  was  eitlier 
left  here  or  had  got  misplaced.  I  have  not  had  time  to  look  over 
my  papers.  But  what  I  propose  to  do  as  soon  as  I  could  commu- 
nicate with  Mr.  Gould,  was  to  have  him  make  out  a  detaUed  state- 
ment of  his  bill.  That  is  one  reason  why  I  have  not  the  matter 
fhlly  settled. 

Question.  When  can  you  bring  those  vouchers  before  tlie  Com- 
mittee? 

Anstoer.  I  should  say  I  could  bring  the  larger  portion  in  a  very 
short  time — ^in  the  course  of  a  day  or  two — ^as  soon  as  I  can  get 
time  to  arrange  them. 

Question,  They  need  no  arrangement. 

Answer.  As  soon  as  I  can  get  at  them. 

Alonzo  Garcelon,  resumed^  March  16th^  1880,  Ef}ening. 

Question.  At  what  time  did  your  administration  cease? 

Answer.  January  seventh. 

Question.  At  night  or  noon. 

Answer.  I  suppose  it  ceased  at  night,  from  the  usual  custom. 

Question.  That  is  the  general  undestanding? 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  Did  you,  before  that  time,  place  the  police  or  force  on 
duty  in  the  Capitol,  in  charge  of  any  person  besides  Dr.  Laueaster? 

Answer.  On  Monday,  I  think,  the  fifth,  I  placed  General  Cbam- 
berlain  in  charge  of  the  police. 

Question.  Had  you,  before  that  time,  placed  anybody  in  cbar^  ? 

Answer.  I  think  I  had ;  I  think  Major  Folsom  had  some  chai^ 
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of  the  police ;  I  gave  some  orders  either  to  Major  Folsom  or  Gren- 
eral  Leavitt.  I  do  not  recollect  the  precise  date  that  General  Leavitt 
resigned. 

Question.  Major  Folsom  was  a  member  of  the  Militia  of  the  State 
and  an  officer  in  it? 
Answer.  I  think  he  was ;  I  have  that  impression. 
Q^estion.  Who  had  the  immediate  charge  of  the  Roll  of  men  who 
were  there  up  to  the  time  your  administration  ceased,  and  for  some 
days  previous  to  that? 

Answer.  I  think  Major  Folsom,  excepting  that  the  Superintendent 
had  charge  of  his  regular  force. 

Question.  Was  there  not  some  one  else  who  was  in  immediate 
charge  ? 

Answer.  I  think  I  issued  an  order  to  Major  Folsom,  but  I  will  not 
be  positive. 

Question.  Did  not  Captain  Black  have  charge  of  those  men  ? 
Answer.  He  had  charge,  I  think,  of  a  certain  portion  of  the  men ; 
I  understood,  or  regarded  him  to  be  under  the  direction  of  Major 
Folsom  or  General  Leavitt. 

Question.   Did  not  Captain  Black  have  immediate  charge  of  the 
men  who  were  upon  the  Roll  here  in  the  Capitol,  and  who  guarded 
it,  and  who  staid  here  both  day  and  night? 
Answer.  I  think  he  had. 

Question.  Under  what  authority  or  warrant,  or  claim  of  authority, 
did  this  Captain  Black  act  here  in  command  of  those  men,  over  a 
hundred  of  them? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  under  what  immediate  orders  he  acted ;  I 
have  no  remembrance  of  ever  giving  him  any  immediate  authority 
other  than  he  derived  through  Major  Folsom. 

Question.  By  what  kind  of  process  or  authority  did  Captain  Black 
come  into  command  or  control  of  those  men? 

Abnswer.  I  called  upon  some  gentlemen,  I  think  Captain  Black 
was  one  of  them,  to  furnish  a  list  of  men  for  police  duty.  Through 
some  misunderstanding  they  brought  me  a  list  of  men  said  to  be 
enrolled  as  military  men,  which  I  refused  to  accept,  and  rejected, 
and  told  them  I  wanted  some  men  who  were  sworn  in  as  a  regular 
police  force,  that  we  could  call  on  in  case  of  an  emergency. 

Question.  Who  could  swear  in  a  police  force  here  outside  of  the 
Mayor  of  the  city,  in  which  is  situate  the  Capitol  ? 

^T^swer.  I  suppose  no  one,  so  far  as  the  city  is  concerned. 


g92  ALTERED  ELECTION  RETURNS. 

Question,  Do  you  not  know  that  \he  law  expressly  limits  the  force 
that  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  may  have,  to  two  men? 

Answer.  I  was  not  aware  of  that  fact. 

Question.  You  know  that  to  be  the  case  now? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  If  there  is  any  such  law  you  acted  in  disregard  of  it 
unknowingly? 

Answer.  I  was  not  aware  there  was  any  such  law.  I  know  the 
fact  has  been,  ever  since  I  have  been  in  the  building,  and  when  I 
came  in  there  was  very  much  more  force  about  here  than  two  men. 

Question.  Nothing  like  such  a  force  as  you  had? 

Answer.  Very  true. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  known  more  than  two  watchmen  at 
night? 

Answer.  I  did  not  look  into  the  matter  particularly,  but  I  have 
the  impression  there  were  more  than  two  men  about  the  building, 
and  had  been  for  several  years,  but  I  have  not  been  familiar  with 
the  building  or  the  details  of  the  matter. 

Question.  Did  not  the  force  Captain  Black  had  here  in  and  about 
this  buUding,  in  the  passages,  rotunda  and  rooms,  comprise  what 
force  there  was  here  guarding  the  Capitol  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Question.  Are  you  sure? 

Answer.  I  think  not ;  I  never  gave  directions  to  Captain  Black  to 
take  charge  of  the  force  that  was  under  Uie  Superintendent  of  the 
BuUding. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  the  Stiperintendent,  after  Captain 
Black  had  his  men  here  and  had  got  them  on  to  the  Boll  and  had 
taken  charge  of  them,  had  any  other  force,  or  was  it  all  given  up  to 
Captain  Black? 

Anstjoer.  I  understand  that  the  Superintendent  had  a  r^ular  f<MX)e 
of  fifteen,  twenty  or  thirty  men,  according  to  the  neoessities  or  the 
case,  under  my  special  orders ;  I  gave  him  the  order. 

Qitestion.  You  understand  this  was  aside  fix>m  Captain  Black's 
force? 
Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  Was  not  Captain  Black's  force  much  the  larger  force? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say.    That  force  was  under  the  immediate 

direction  of  General  Leavitt,  and  I  knew  nothing,  personally,  al)out 

the  matter,  otherwise  than  I  gave  him  directions  to  see   tbat  a 

special  force  was  here  to  protect  the  building. 
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QuegHon.  Tou  did  not  pay  the  force  that  Captain  Black  had ;  that 
was  paid  by  General  Leavitt? 
Answer,  It  was  paid  by  Leavitt. 

QaestUm,  So  that  what  you  paid  was  the  force  which  you  have 
spoken  of,  which  you  think  was  some  twenty  or  thirty  men  ? 

Answer,  The  force  was  much  larger  than  that  under  the  Super- 
intendent a  portion  of  the  time,  but  I  think  it  would  average  some- 
where in  the  neighborhood  of  thirty  to  forty  men. 
Question,  You  stated  a  minute  ago,  fifteen,  twenty  or  thirty  ? 
Ansvyer.  Yes,  and  sometimes  larger.     It  would  average  some- 
where in  that  neighborhood. 

Qu^estion,  How  long  a  time  would  it  average  from  twenty  to  forty 
men? 

Answer.  My  impression  is  that  soon  after  the  seventeenth  of 
November  we  put  on  some  ten  or  a  dozen  men ;  I  connot  say  posi- 
tive in  r^ard  to  the  number ;  I  only  have  a  general  impression  in 
regard  to  the  matter. 

Question,  Did  the  Superintendent's  Roll  outside  of  Black's  Roll  of 
men  amount  to  twenty-five  men  ? 

Answer,  Yes.  The  men  which  I  paid  him  for  sometimes 
amounted  to  as  much  as  forty  or  fifty  men. 

Question.  You  paid  them  at  intervals  while  you  were  here,  for 
different  nights  and  days? 
Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Whether,  when  you  went  away,  there  was  anything  due 
those  men? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Any  arrearages  for  this  Roll  of  Lancaster's,  when  you 
went  away? 

Answer.  No ;  I  paid  all  up  on  the  the  morning  of  the  eighth  of 
January,  so  far  as  I  know. 

Question.  I  got  the  impression  from  what  you  said  yesterday,  that 
you  paid  some  portion  of  these  bills  after  you  got  home  ? 
Answer,  I  paid  some  bills. 

Question,  You  did  not  pay  any  of  the  Lancaster  Roll? 
Answer,  The  Lancaster  Roll  for  services  up  to  the  eighth  of  Jan- 
uary, was  all  paid  when  I  went  awaj'. 

Question.  Your  administration  ceased  on  the  seventh  of  January  ? 

Answer,  Yes. 

Question,  What  I  want  to  know  is  whether  you  have,  since  the 
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seventh  of  January,  paid  any  of  this  money  which  you  drew  from 
the  Treasury  before  that  time,  when  you  were  Governor,  in  support 
of  this  so-called  illegal  government,  that  afterwards  pretended  to 
hold  control  here  for  a  while  ? 

Answer.  I  rather  think  your  question  involves  a  point  which  I  do 
not  comprehend,  exactly. 

Question.  Have  you  paid  anything  for  any  alleged  or  claimed  to 
be  State  Government,  after  you  went  out  of  office? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  think  not. 

Question.    Any  bills  that  accrued  after  midnight  of  January 
seventh? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Under  what  authority  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  I  can  say  under  any  special  authority ; 
I  want  to  state  the  simple  fact  what  I  paid,  and  how. 

Question.  You  went  out  of  office  on  midnight  of  Wednesday  of 
January  seventh. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  then  became  a  private  citizen? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Your  relation  to  the  State  as  an  officer  ceased? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  then  had  no  more  authority  to  act  as  an  official  of 
the  State  than  any  other  citizen,  had  you? 

A7iswer.  Probably  not,  certainly  not. 

Question.  Did  you  not  consider  that  it  was  then  your  bonnden 
duty,  if  any  funds  remained  in  your  hands,  to  at  once  dispossess 
.  yourself  of  them,  and  cease  your  connection  with  the  State? 

Answer.  Under  ordinary  circumstances  I  should  have  done  so. 

Question.  Was  it  for  you  to  judge  whether  there  were  extraordi- 
nary circumstances  that  authorized  you  to  do  differently  ? 

Answer.  I  could  not  do  any  different.     There  was  nobody  to  act 
with  or  to  confer  with. 

Question.  Under  what  authority  did  you  set  yourself  up  after  that 
to  be  the  agent  of  the  State,  to  pay  out  money  for  bills? 

Answer.  I  did  not  set  myself  up  as  agent  of  the  State  at  all, 
excepting  to  pay  certain  bills  which  had  been  contracted, — a  portion 
of  which  had  been  contracted.  I  perhaps  might  modify  my  answer 
in  regard  to  paying  the  bills.  There  were  three  or  four  men.  Major 
Fokom  for  instance,  and  three  or  four  of  the  men,  who  were  em- 
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ployed  by  me  or  by  the  original  State  Government,  whatever  you 
may  call  it,  to  whom  I  had  to  pay  bills  which  had  accraed  after  the 
first  of  January,  up  to  perhaps  the  tenth  or  twelfth  or  fifteenth  of 
January. 

Question.  Did  you  pay  any  bills  that  accrued  between  January 
seventh  at  midnight  and  the  fift;eenth  of  January  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
Question.  Out  of  what  money? 
Answer.  Out  of  the  money  that  was  in  my  hands. 
Question.  Under  what  authority  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  have  any  special  authority.  It  was  money  in 
my  hands,  and  it  belonged  to  the  State,  and  these  men  were  entitled 
to  their  pay. 

Question.  Did  you  consider  it  was  for  you,  after  you  went  out  of 
office  to  pass  upon  bills  f^ainst  the  State  ? 

Answer.  These  bills,  a  portion  of  them,  had  already  been  accrued 
and  those  men  were  servants  of  the  people,  and  I  paid  them. 

Q^estion.  Were  you  acting  for  the  people  after  the  seventh  of 
January  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Under  what  claim  of  authority  ? 
Ansvoer.  Well,  common  sense. 
Qitestion.  Do  you  think  it  was  common  sense  ? 
Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  Supposing  anybody  had  set  up  a  claim  of  authority 
under  common  sense,  and  had  acted? 

Answer.  That  would  have  been  for  them  to  have  determined.  My 
idea  was,  I  had  the  money  in  my  hands,  and  these  men  had  not  got 
their  pay. 

Question.  When  you  went  out  of  oflSce  was  there  not  a  State 
Treasurer  whom  nobody  disputed  ?  did  not  Mr.  White  continue  to 
be  State  Treasurer,  recognized  as  such  by  everybody  for  dsLya  and 
weeks  after? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  but  he  was ;  I  do  not  know  how  it  was. 
"WTien  I  left  this  room,  (House  of  Representatives)  it  did  not  look 
as  though  we  had  much  of  a  State  Government  anywhere. 
Question.  Did  you  go  into  the  State  Treasurer's  office  ? 
jAnswer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  If  you  had  gone  in  there  do  you  not  know  you  would 
have  found  Mr.  White  in  the  same  peaceable  possession,  receiving 
moneys  as  he  had  been  for  the  year  past? 
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Answer.  I  do  not  know  that. 

Question,  Do  yoa  not  know,  as  matter  of  common  history  of  this 
notable  time  in  the  State  of  Maine,  that  Mr.  White  was  admitted 
and  recognized  under  our  Statutes  and  practice,  as  the  Treasurer, 
for  weeks  afterwards  ? 

Answer,  I  did  not  inquire  into  the  facts. 

Question.  And  that  he  did  not  go  out  of  office  till  the  bond  of  his 
successor  was  filed  and  approved? 

Answer.  I  have  no  doubt  of  it. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know  that  when  you  departed  from  this 
Capitol,  and  ceased  to  be  Governor,  with  the  funds  of  the  State  in 
your  hands,  that  the  Treasury  was  op^n,  and  a  competent  Treas- 
urer there  to  give  you  a  receipt  for  the  money? 

Answer.  I  have  no  doubt  there  was,  if  I  had  called. 

Question.  Under  what  authority,  excepting  what  you  have  called 
common  sense,  did  you  leave  this  city  with  State  Funds  in  your 
possession  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  I  can  say  under  any  authority,  only 
that  I  had  the  money  in  my  possession. 

Question.  You  meant  to  keep  it? 

Answer.  No,  I  do  not  say  so ;  I  left  the  State  House  when  it  was 
in  a  condition  that  nobody  could  do  business. 

Question.  Could  not  the  State  Treasurer  receive  money  and  gi^-e 
receipts  ? 

Answer.  I  doubt  whether  the  State  Treasury  was  open. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know  that  the  State  Treasury  continued 
open  every  day? 

Answer.  No,  sif . 

Question.  Do  you  not  know  that  the  custom  is  that  the  Treasurer 
is  not  installed  at  the  time  the  other  officers  are,  but  the  old  one 
remains  till  his  successor  files  his  bond  and  it  is  approved  ? 

Answer.  Precisely. 

Question.  Why  did  you  not  pay  that  money  back  into  the  State 
Treasury  ? 

Answer.  Because  there  were  certain  bills  in  an  unsettled  state^ 
and  I  could  not  get  at  the  parties  to  have  them  arranged. 

Question.  Was  it  for  you,  after  you  ceased  to  be  Governor,  to  see 
parties  and  arrange  ? 

Answer.  Perhaps  not  in  a  strictly  legal  way ;  I  do  not  claim  it 
was. 
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Question.  In  short,  you  constituted  yourself  an  agent  of  the  State, 
a  sort  of  a  Perambulator  of  State  to  take  about  its  Funds  to  other 
towns  and  to  there  disburse  them  in  a  manner  such  as  seemed  fit  to 
you? 
Answer.  You  put  it  in  that  way ;  I  do  not  admit  that. 
Question.  State  how  much  different  it  was  from  the  way  I  have 
put  it? 

Answer.  It  was  simply  this ;  that  here  were  certain  men  who  had 
been  put  in  charge  of  duties  whom  I  felt  myself  under  obligation,  as 
agent  of  the  State,  to  see  paid. 

Question.  Up  to  the  time  you  ceased  to  be  Grovemor? 
Answer.  They  had  been  on  service  and  were  entitled  to  their  pay ; 
I  had  the  ftmds  in  my  hands,  by  proper  authority  as  I  reg&rded,  to 
pay  them. 

Question.  At  that  time? 
Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  All  your  authority  and  right  ceased  when  you  went  out 
of  office? 

Answer.  Strictly,  I  suppose  it  was  so. 

Qu^estion.  What  business  was  it  of  yours  whether  those  men  after 
that  were  paid  or  not? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  it  was  any  special  business  whether 
anybody  got  their  pay. 

Question.  It  was  not  your  business  ? 
Answer.  Not  specially. 

Qtiestion.  Could  anybody  have  complained  of  you  or  found  fault 
with  you,  if  on  the  morning  of  the  eighth  of  January,  when  you 
had  become  a  private  citizen,  you  had  left  with  the  Treasurer  every 
dollar  of  this  money  you  had  drawn  from  the  Treasury  and  had  in 
y^our  hands,  and  had  left  the  State  of  Maine  to  run  itself? 
Answer.  I  suppose  not. 
Question.  But  that  you  did  not  do? 
Answer.  It  seems  not. 

Question.  What  do  you  think  would  be  the  result  in  the  State  of 
Maine,  if  Governors,  when  they  left  their  office,  should  carry  away 
the  Funds  of  the  State,  upon  a  claim  that  there  were  bills  running 
alon^  and  accruing  from  time  to  time  that  they  were  going  to  pay? 
Answer.  I  do  not  think  under  ordinary  circumstances  it  would  be 
justifi&ble. 

Question.  Were  you  under  any  bonds  ? 
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Answer,  No. 

Question.  Had  you  given  an}'  security  for  this  money? 

Answer.  None  at  all,  only  my  character  for  honesty  and  integrity. 

Question.  In  paying  out  these  bills  did  you  have  any  approval 
of  any  so-called  Council  set  up  by  anybody,  after  you  ceased  to  be 
Governor? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Did  you  have  the  warrant  or  authority,  or  indorsement 
or  approval,  or  recognition  of  any  other  power  or  authority  under  the 
sun,  for  the  payment  of  that  money,  excepting  your  own  will? 

Answer.  Only  that  those  who  had  acted  with  me  were  knowing  to 
the  facts. 

Question.  You  were  in  Lewiston  when  you  paid  some? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Did  you  have  anybody  there  who  was  acting  with  you 
and  was  knowing  to  the  fact? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Whom  did  you  have? 

Answer.  Mr.  Fogg  was  there. 

Question.  Was  he  a  Councillor? 

Answer.  No ;  he  had  ceased  to  be.  It  was  his  judgment  as  re- 
gards paying  the  bills. 

Question.  Whom  did  you  have  besides  Citizen  Fogg  to  advise 
with? 

Answer.  Nobody  there. 

Question.  He  was  the  authority  you  conferred  with  in  paying  out 
this  monev  of  the  State? 

Answer.  I  acted  under  authority,  or  rather  advice,  of  the  Council 
in  paying  out  the  money  which  was  placed  in  my  hands  for  a  special 
purpose. 

Question.  But  the  Council  had  ceased  to  exist,  as  you  had? 

Answer.  I  admit  it  all,  Mr.  Chairman ;  I  admit  it  all ;  and  in  a 
strictly  legal  view  it  may  not  have  been  legal,  and  yet  I  believe  it 
was  right  and  proper  under  the  circumstances  that  the  money  should 
be  paid  to  these  men  who  had  been  on  duty. 

Question.  Was  there  any  reason  to  believe,  if  these  men  had  anr 
claim  to  be  paid,  that  the  State  of  Maine  would  not  do  justice  to 
them  and  pay  their  bills  ? 

Answer.  1  have  reason  to  believe  from  the  Superintendent  of  the 
building,  whom  I  never  have  found  to  be  wanting  in  truth,  that 
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General  Chamberlain  when  he  discharged  these  men,  some  three, 
four  or  five  days  after  my  term  of  office,  said  to  the  Superintendent 
that  he  must  see  that  they  got  their  pay ;  and  on  consultation  it  was 
deemed  advisable,  inasmuch  as  there  were  funds  in  my  hands,  that 
these  men  should  be  paid  out  of  the  funds ;  and  he  came  to  Lewis- 
ton  with  his  bill  and  I  paid  them. 

Question.  Who  was  that? 

Answer.  Dr.  Lancaster,  Superintendent  of  Public  BuQdings. 

Question.  Had  he  ceased  to  be  Superintendent? 

Answer.  No,  not  them. 

Questicm.  But,  he  had  ceased  to  be  Superintendent  under  your 
government? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  You  had  no  connection  with  him  after  you  went  out? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  At  what  time  did  he  come  over  when  you  paid  him  the 
money  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  sav. 

Question.  If  you  paid  the  bills,  before  you  went  away,  clear  up  to 
January  seventh,  as  you  stated,  why  should  he  have  come  to  you 
after  that  about  any  bills  to  be  paid? 

Answer.  Because  these  same  men  were  on  police  duty  three  or 
r/  JUT  days  afterwards. 
^  |.|   Question.  You  paid  them  that? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Simply  upon  the  say-so  of  Lancaster? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  had  evidence  to  my  satisfaction  that  it  was  cor- 
rect. 

Question.  The  report  of  the  Council  which  I  inquired  about  yes- 
terday, in  favor  of  Cameron,  was  drawn  for  two  thousand  dollars, 
on  the  Free  High  School  Fund ;  do  you  remember  any  other  items 
that  were  drawn  upon  that  Fund  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember,  but  it  is  my  impression  there  were 
several  bills  in  the  course  of  the  year  that  were  drawn  upon  that 
Fund,  but  I  am  not  positive. 

Question.  Was  it  not  your  course  of  proceeding,  that,  when  a  fhnd 
for  a  special  purpose  ran  out,  and  you  wanted  to  overrun  the  appro- 
priation, you  went  to  the  Free  High  School  Fund  and  took  it  flrom 
that? 

Answer.  Yes ;  that  perhaps  may  be  the  upshot  of  the  matter ;  I 


700  ALTERED  BLBCTIOlf  BBTUBITS. 

do  not  recollect  what  the  appropriation  for  Free  High  Schools  was 
last  year. 

Question.  Thirty-seven  thousand  dollars? 

Anstver,  It  was  found,  after  the  bills  came  in,  there  would  be 
only  about  one-third  of  that  sum,  or  in  that  neighborhood,  required 
to  pay  the  expense  of  Free  High  Schools ;  Free  High  Schools  having 
been  suspended. 

Question.  That  left  twenty-three  thousand  or  twenty-four  thousand 
dollars  in  the  Treasury? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  you  had  to  draw  upon  for  police  purposes? 

Answer.  This  was  for  police  purposes,  and  there  were  several 
others. 

Question.  For  binding  and  stitching? 

Answer,  If  you  have  the  book  it  will  show. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  there  is  an  appropriation  for  liie 
Indians  in  the  State? 

Answer.  There  is. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  that  that  Fund  was  exhausted  and 
then  overdrawn? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  the  fact,  but  I  wouldn't  be  sur- 
prised. 

Question.  Do  you  not  remember  that  some  eight  hundred  and  odi 
dollars  of  that,  when  the  Fund  had  been  exhausted,  was  drawn  &oi 
the  Free  High  School  Fund  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  definitely,  but  I  do  not  doubt  it  ^w^is. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know  that  to  draw  upon  a  ftmd  that  is 
devoted  to  a  specific  purpose,  to  pay  expenses  in  another  line,  is 
entirely  destroying  all  Legislative  control  and  scrutiny  over  the 
amount  of  the  appropriation? 

Answer.  Ordinarily,  I  suppose  it  would  be  so  regarded. 

Question.  If  the  Legislature  sees  fit  to  appropriate  so  much  money 
for  the  Indians,  and  so  much  for  the  Military,  and  so  much  for  the 
Insane  Hospital,  do  you  not  know  that  the  government  should  be 
limited  to  that  expenditure  ? 

Answer.  It  is  alway  desirable  to  do  so ;  but  I  think  it  has  been 
the  general  practice,  it  certainly  was  under  my  adminbtration,  that, 
when  an  appropriation  was  found  not  to  be  needed,  and  there  were 
bills  necessary  to  be  paid  on  matters  where  the  appropriations  were 
exhausted,  they  were  drawn  from  an  appropriation  unexpended. 
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Mr.  Foster,  who  was  obairman  of  the  Committee  on  Accounts,  and 
had  been  in  the  Senate,  and  in  the  Government  of  the  State  many 
times,  as  I  understood,  was  of  the  opinion  that  it  was  right  to  do 
that. 
Question.  He  did  not  show  you  any  instance  proving  the  right? 
Answer,  I  think  so ;  I  have  a  distinct  remembrance  that  he  did 
make  the  statement  that  that  was  the  common  practice. 

Question,  But  it  was  your  general  practice,  when  a  fhnd  was 
exhausted,  to  draw  from  some  other  fhnd  ? 

Answer,  I  think  the  general  fact  was  that  the  appropriations  were 
not  overdrawn. 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  was  the  general  fact? 
Answer,  Yes. 

Question.  We  have  put  in,  as  part  of  the  testunony,  copies  of  all 
the  appropriations  we  could  reach,  every  one  of  which,  excepting 
the  Free  High  School  Fund,  seemed  to  have  been  exhausted? 
Answer.  Have  you  got  the  Appropriation  Book  here? 
Question,  No ;  I  have  a  memorandum  of  that. 
Answer,  I  think  the  Appropriation  Book  will  not  show  that. 
Question,  The  Appropriation  Book,  so  far  as  any  examination  the 
CoQunittee  have  made,  shows  almost  every  appropriation  exhausted ; 
all  we  have  touched  here  have  been  shown  to  be  overdrawn? 

Answer,  I  have  no  doubt  you  have  picked  out  certain  appropria- 
tions, and  whatever  you  may  have  shown  may  be  true. 

Question,  The  book  has  been  taken,  and  we  have  had  the  warrants 
that  were  drawn  and  the  reports  on  the  Military  Fund.  That  was 
exhausted? 

Answer.  I  so  understand. 

Question.  We  have  had  others  on  the  Contingent  Fund  of  the 
Coancil.     That  was  exhausted? 

Answer.  I  am  not  particularly  familiar  with  the  state  of  the 
funds.     I  can  only  tell  by  looking  at  the  Appropriation  Book. 

Question.  Why,  in  any  case  we  have  touched  in  the  examination, 
should  money  be  drawn  from  another  appropriation  till  the  specific 
appropriation,  for  which  the  warrant  was  drawn,  was  exhausted? 
Anstoer.  I  should  not  suppose  it  should  be. 
Question.  There  would  not  be  two  thousand  dollars  drawn  from 
the  Free  High  School  Fund  for  Binding  and  Stitching  till  the  Appro- 
priation  for  Binding  said  Stitching  was  exhausted? 
Anstjoer.  I  should  think  not. 
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Question,  Nor  for  Military  Purposes  till  that  was  exhausted? 
Answer.  I  should  think  not. 

Q^estion,  Nor  for  Printing  Purposes  till  that  Fund  was  exhausted  ? 
Answer.  No. 

Question.  Have  jou  ever  seen  this  Boll  of  Captain  Black's  ? 
Answer.  I  never  have,  sir. 
Question.  That  was  paid  by  Mr.  Leavitt? 
Answer.  I  suppose  it  was,  if  paid  at  all. 

Question.  The  receipts  of  the  Roll  show  it  was  paid  by  Leavitt? 
Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  You  never  saw  this  memorandum  of  eleven  names  of 
men  on  that  roll  who  were  graduates  either  fh>m  county  jails  or 
State  Prison? 

Answer.  I  never  have  seen  any  memorandum  of  any  such  thing ; 
I  know  nothing  about  it. 

Question.  Look  at  the  paper  [Mr.  Hale  passes  paper  to  witness] 
and  read  the  names  and  the  memorandum  opposite. 
Answer.  Witness  reads : 

AVERY,  GEORGE  County  JaU. 

BRITT,  CHARLES  W.  State  Prison. 

BRITT,  WILLLA.M  JState  Prison. 

CARTER,  CHARLES  State  Prison. 

DANFORTH,  N.  F.  County  JaU. 

HERSOM,  GEORGE  County  JaU. 

JOHNSON,  JOHN  C.  State  Prison. 

LOMBARD,  THOMAS  County  JaU. 

MOORE,  SYLVESTER,  County  JaU. 

McCLUSKY,  JOHN  County  JaU. 

RIPLEY,  FRANK  "  County  JaU. 

Question.  Do  you  recognize  the  name  of  John  Johnson  ? 

Answer.  John  Johnson  I  believe  is  a  man  I  pardoned  out  of 
State  Prison. 

Question.  Did  he  turn  out  to  be  useful? 

Answer.  I  hope  he  will  be  a.very  good  man.  I  had  very  good 
reasons  for  pardoning  him ;  I  think  he  ought  to  have  been  pardoned ; 
I  had  a  recommendation  ftom  some  that  I  suppose  you  would  regard 
of  the  best  men  on  the  Kennebec ;  I  certainly  do ;  such  men  as  Mr. 
Bodwell ;  I  never  saw  him  till  after  his  pardon  was  granted ;  I  had 
very  gratifying  assurances  that  he  would  prove  a  likely  citizen,  and 
I  trust  he  will. 
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Question.  He  set  in  well? 

Answer,  In  what  respect?  There  are  a  few  persons  under  his 
name  with  the  memorandum  opposite  "County  Jail;''  I  think  that 
is  not  a  very  unusual  occurrence  for  a  good  many  of  our  people  to 
get  there. 

Question,  You  had  nothing  to  do  with  getting  up  this  EoU? 

Answer.  No. 

By  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Question.  When  the  examination  was  adjourned  last  evening,  it 
was  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  you  to  obtain  your  vouchers  ? 
Answer.  Yes. 

Qitestion.  Have  you  done  so. 
Answer.  I  have. 

Question.  Will  you  produce  them  before  the  Committee  ?  [Witness 
takes  papers  from  his  pocket.] 

Ansu)er,  This  voucher  which  I  hold  in  my  hand  is  signed  by  R. 
W.  Black :  ^^ State  of  Maine  to  R,  W,  Block j  Dr.     For  services  in 
protecting  puNic  buildings  and  property^  12  days  aJt  $5  a  day,  $60, 
I\iid  J.  P.  Bickford  for  services  $7.50.  Joseph  Foy  $7.50.   WUliam 
Smith  $5.00."    Then  follows  a  certificate  that  the  above  account  is 
correct.    And  a  receipt  in  fiill  for  the  above  amount,  eighty  dollars, 
signed  "  JK.  W.  Black."  The  next  receipt  which  I  hold  in  my  hand 
is  dated  ^^ Augusta,  January  2,  1880."    ^^ Received  of  Oov.  Alonzo 
Oarcelon  $424,  inpayment  for  special  police  force  employed  in  State 
House."  Signed  *^B.  F.  Lancaster,  Superintendent  of  Public  Build- 
ings,**   The  next  is  F.  Rollins  and  others,  receipt  for  thirty-six  dol- 
lars.    J.  J.  Trainer,  George  W.  Harriman  and  F    Rollins,  thirty- 
six  dollars  in  all.     Receipt  signed  by  B.  F.  Lancaster,  dated  Jan. 
twenty-ninth.     Next  is  a  receipt  of  B.  F.  Lancaster  for  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars,  dated  "Jan.  8th.    For  extra  police  force,  as 
per  list  rendered."     Signed  *'B.  F.  Lancaster,  Superintendent  of 
Public  Buildings."    Next  is  bill  of  John  Benson,  Jr.,  "for  services 
rendered  at  Slate  House  from  Dec.  28th  to  Jan.  17 ih  inclusive,  at 
$5  a  day,  $85."    This  bill  is  approved  by  B.  F.  Lancaster,  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Buildings.      Next  is  dated  ^' Jan.  6"B.  F. 
Lancaster's  receipt  for  two  hundred  and  eighty-one  dollars  from 
Alonzo  Garcelon,  for  payment  of  men  for  services  guarding  State 
House.     Signed  "-fi.  F.  Lancaster,  Superintendent  of  Public  Build- 
ings.''    Next  is  "  Jan  8,"  C.  H.  Osgood's  receipt.    "  To  five  day's 
services  as  special  police  by  order  of  Oovemor  Garcelon.    Received 
payment  by  hand  of  A.  Oarcelon,  $25" 
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Next  is  bill  of  G.  B.  Hartwell,  ei^t  dollars,  and  another  bill, 
Samuel  Hartwell,  six  dollars,  ^''for  watching  Stale  House^  $14 j**  in 
all,  dated  *^  January  26"  I  think  this  is  one  of  the  bills  Lancaster 
sent  me.  Then  B.  F.  Lancaster's  receipt,  five  hundred  and  six  dol- 
lars, dated  ''December  26."  That  was  the  first  bill  paid,  "/n 
payment  for  aervicea  of  special  police,  as  per  Ust  rendered."  Signed 
''B.  F.  Lancaster,  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings."  Next,  B.  F. 
Lancaster's  receipt,  one  hundred  and  ninety-one  dollars,  dated 
"  December  28th,"  ''For  payment  of  special  police  at  State  House. 
Signed  "B.  F.  Lancaster ,  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 
Then  January  first,  " Received  of  Gov.  Alonzo  Oarcdon  the  sum  of 
$124  for  payment  of  police  force  at  State  House."  Signed  "B.  F. 
Lancaster^  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings."  Then,  Lewiston, 
February  twentieth,  "Rectived  of  A.  Garcdon  f  300  for  payment  of 
extra  force  employed  at  State  House ^  by  order  of  Gen.  Chamberlain." 
Signed  "B.  F.  Lancaster." 

Here  is  a  receipt  of  S.  D.  Leavitt,  dated  "Jan.  7,  1880"  for 
one  thousand  dollars  received  of  Alonzo  Garcelon,  with  a  statement 
of  account.  The  balance,  twenty-six  dollars  and  ninety-five  ceots^ 
was  sent  to  me  in  a  check.  Next  is  bill  of  December  twenty-seventh, 
for  eighteen  dollars.  "  Received  of  A.  Garcelon^  for  H.  HaskeUy  for 
services  at  State  House."  Signed  "  B.  F.  Lancaster^  Superintendent 
of  Public  Buildings."  Then  is  Melville  M.  Folsom's.  "For  services 
rendered  as  commander  of  forces  at  State  House  and  acting  Adjutant 
General  from  Jan.  1  to  Jan.  16th^  $80."  Here  is  a  receipt  of  Ben- 
jamin Bunker,  who  was  employed  as  Telegraph  Operator  by  direc- 
tion of  the  Council,  and  who  had  served  two-thirds  of  a  month, 
sixty-seven  dollars. 

Q;uestion.  To  what  time? 

Answer.  January  twentieth.  I  presume  it  would  be  from  the  first 
of  January.  Then  bill  of  M.  T.  HaskeU,  dated  January  eighth, 
"f(yr  services  as  special  police  at  State  House  21  days^  $68."  Then 
I  have  a  bill  of  G.  W.  French,  receipted  for  one  hundred  dollars. 
He  was  a  Clerk  in  the  Adjutant  General's  office,  and  was  put  on 
special  duty  for  some  time,  I  think  in  November,  "25  nights  ctf  $2 
per  nighty  and  services  staff  duty^  10  days  at  $6  per  day."  The  bill 
is  dated  January  sixteenth.  « 

Question.  Was  it  paid  January  sixteenth? 

Answer.  I  think  January  sixteenth  was  the  day  it  was  paid. 

Question.  What  staff  duty  did  he  perform  ten  days? 
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Anstoer.  You  most  ask  the  military  gentlemen  in  regard  to  that.  . 
Question,  Upon  whose  staff  was  he  ? 

Anatoer.  I  suppose  upon  the  Adjutant  General's,  if  he  had  any 
staff. 
Question,  We  hadn't  any  Adjutant  Greneral  to  have  a  staff. 
Answer,  I  know  that,  but  French  was  the  clerk,  and  acting  Adju- 
tant General  during  a  large  portion  of  the  year.     He  performed  the 
duties  of  the  office  when  the  Adjutant  General  was  absent ;  that  i& . 
ail  I  can  tell  you  about  it. 

Question.  We  will  finish  up  the  vouchers. 

Answer,  I  believe  this  is  all ;  I  suppose,  gentlemen,  wliat  you 
want  to  get  at  are  the  simple  facts  in  regard  to  these  matters.  If 
there  is  any  other  money  expended  I  want  to  give  3^ou  an  account 
to  show  where  it  is  gone  to. 

Question.  I  find  b}'  warrants  that  were  drawn  and  by  the  reports, 
that  you  received  from  December  twenty-fourth  to  and  including 
December  thirty-first,  seven  thousand  dollars.     Am  I  right? 
Anstoer.  I  think  not. 
Question.  How  much  did  you  receive  ? 
Answer.  Paid  to  my  order  six  thousand  dollars. 
Question.  There  was  one  thousand  dollars  paid  over  to  Leavitt? 
Anstoer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  six  thousand  dollars  besides  ? 
Ansioer.  No,  I  think  not. 
Q^estion.  How  was  that? 

Anmoer,  There  was  one  thousand  dollars  drawn  for  military  pur- 
poses, as  I  understood,  directly  to  Mr.  Leavitt,  in  the  first  place. 
Then  there  was  one  thousand  dollars  drawn,  if  my  memory  serves 
me,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  legal  expenses  in  the  Mandamus 
Case.  Then  there  was  five  thousand  dollars  drawn  that  was  paid  to 
me,  for  Militar}^  Purposes.  The  first  Uiousand  dollars  that  was 
drawn  by  Leavitt,  if  my  recollection  serves  me,  was  for  the  purpose 
of  paying  soldiers  who  were  ordered  for  inspection. 

Qttestion,  Have  you  added  up,  so  that  you  know  what  amount  the 
vouchers  you  have  produced  here  aggregate  ? 

jinstjoer.  I  do  not  remember  exactly ;  I  have  added  them  hereto- 
fore. 

Question.  Taking  the  vouchers  as  you  gave  them  and  adding  them 
up,  J    make  three  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-four  dollars, 

45 
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indading  the  one  thousand  dollars  which  yoa  paid  to  Leavitt.  Will 
you  verify  the  addition  and  see  if  that  is  correct?  [Witness  adds 
figures  taken  down  by  him,  the  amount  of  each  voucher  separately.] 

Answer.  Yes ;  three  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-four  dol- 
lars, is  what  I  make  it.  You  recollect  I  testified  in  regard  to  the 
one  thousand  dollars  for  professional  services,  that  I  had  paid  five 
hundred  dollars  on  that,  that  I  took  a  receipt  but  mislaid  it  in  some 
way,  but  the  bill  for  the  services  will  be  furnished. 

Question.  Leaving  out  for  the  purposes  of  this  calculation,  the 
amount  that  you  say  you  have  paid  for  which  you  have  not  a  voucher, 
and  leaving  out  the  one  thousand  dollars,  calling  the  amount  six 
thousand,  you  have  produced  vouchers  here  for  three  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  forty-four  dollars,  leaving  a  balance  of  two  thousand 
two  hundred  and  fifty-six  dollars  for  which  you  have  not  produced 
vouchers. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  I  do  not  now  include  the  one  thousand  dollars  that 
would  make  it  seven  thousand? 

Answer.  You  or  I  have  got  mixed.  You  have  got  one  thousand 
dollars  too  much.  There  was  but  six  thousand  dollars  drawn  in  mv 
name. 

Question.  There  was  one  thousand  dollars  of  that  that  you  paid  to 
Leavitt? 

Ansujer.  Yes. 

Question.  And  that  one  thousand  dollars  is  added? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  keep  out  of  this  account  one  thousand  dollars 
which  was  drawn  for  the  legal  expenses,  which  I  have  explained. 
We  will  confine  this  to  the  five  thousand  dollars. 

Question.  I  am  not  speaking  about  the  legal  expenses ;  we  wUl 
come  to  that  in  a  few  moments ;  I  am  speaking  of  the  amount  which 
you  drew,  which  amounted  to  six  thousand  dollars  ? 

Answer.  Very  good. 

Question.   You  have  produced  here  vouchers  which  amount   to 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  deducted  from  "  $6,000''  leaves  "  92,256r 

Answer.  ''$2,256.'' 

Question.  Be  kind  enough  to  state  what  has  become  of  that  two 
thousand  two  hundred  and  fifby-six  dollars ;  in  that,  you  can  expljdn 
about  the  one  thousand  dollars  which  was  drawn  for  legal  expeases  ? 
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Answer.  That  five  hundred  dollars  was  paid  to  Mr.  Gould,  for 
which  I  took  his  receipt,  and  he  agreed  to  furnish  me  with  his  bill  in 
detail  which  .1  have  not  as  jet  received.  Then  I  have  a  memoran- 
dum of  four  hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars  (I  am  not  quite  sure  I 
am  accurate  within  a  few  dollars)  paid  to  the  members  of  the 
Council.  Then  I  have  paid  three  gentlemen  who  were  detailed  or 
employed  as  special  police,  two  of  them  thirty-five  dollars  each  and 
one  thirty-six  dollars,  making  one  hundred  and  six  dollars,  for  which 
I  have  not  their  receipt,  but  which  I  can  have.  Two  of  them  were 
paid  on  the  morning  of  the  eighth,  here  at  Augusta.  There  were  no 
conveniences  to  take  a  receipt,  and  as  they  were  perfectly  reliable  I 
knew  I  could  get  it  when  I  met  them.  Then  I  have  sundry  bills, 
items  for  payment  of  extra  expenses,  hiring  of  teams,  and  matters 
of  that  kind,  which  amount  to  one  hundred  dollars  and  a  little  over ; 
I  call  it  one  hundred  dollars,  personal  expenses  included.  And  one 
hundred  and  twenty-nine  dollars  for  moneys  paid  out  and  teams 
hired,  various  incidental  expenses  which  I  have  in  detail. 

Question.  Personal  expenses  ? 

Answer.  A  small  portion  is  personal  expenses.  That  makes  just 
thirteen  hundred  dollars.  That  leaves  nine  hundred  and  fifty-six 
dollars,  does  it  not? 

Question.  Yes. 

Answer.  The  rest  is  in  my  possession. 

Question.  Then  the  nine  hundred  and  fifty-six  dollars  is  still  in 
your  hands  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  stated  that  certain  sums  were  paid  out  for  detect- 
ive services? 

Answer.  I  suppose  I  used  that  term  carelessly  or  heedlessly.  It 
was  merely  for  ascertaining  the  condition  of  things  in  different 
places,  some  few  dollars,  perhaps,  of  expense. 

Question.  How  much  in  all  did  you  pay  out? 

Answer.  So  far  as  I  should  Judge  now  these  bills  embrace  all 
there  is  ;  call  it  what  you  please ;  I  should  not  think  there  was  over 
fifty  dollars  in  that  direction.  There  was  some  information  to  be 
gained  and  certain  points  it  was  desirable  to  get,  and  messengers  to 
go  to,  and  see  what  there  was  about  it. 

Question.  Do  these  sums  include  all  the  money  you  have  paid  for 
services  in  ascertaining  what  the  condition  of  afiairs  was  in  the 
State? 
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Answer.  Tea,  so  far  as  I  know,  it  is  all  the  money  I  have  paid 
or  that  I  know  anything  about. 

Question.  All  the  money  you  have  known  of  being  paid? 

Answer.  Yes,  every  cent. 

Question,  Shortly  after  the  election,  it  was  rumored  that  certain 
steps  were  taken  in  obtaining  affidavits  in  relation  to  the  conduct  of 
affairs  during  the  election.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  pay- 
ment for  the  services  of  different  parties  in  obtaining  those  affidavits? 

Answer.  I  do  not,  or  the  employment  of  them,  or  anything  of 
the  kind ;  I  know  nothing  about  them. 

Question.  Did  you  have  anything  to  do  with  the  pajrment  of  them? 

Answer.  No,,  sir. 

Q^estion.  Did  any  person  to  your  knowledge  have  anything  to  do 
with  the  payment  for  those  servioes? 

Answer.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Question.  You  knew  of  the  fact  that  such  affidavits  were  taken? 

Answer.  I  saw  occasionally  in  the  papers  what  purported  to  be 
affidavits. 

Question.  Did  you  see  anything  of  the  originals  at  the  State 
House? 

Answer.  I  never  saw  one  of  them,  and  knew  nothing  about  them. 

Question.  Had  no  knowledge  they  were  taken? 

Answer.  No ;  only  what  I  saw  in  the  papers,  and  that  does  not 
constitute  knowledge  at  all. 

Question.  I  find  here  a  report  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  War- 
rants, dated  ^^Oct.  7,  1879^'*  advising  the  Governor  to  draw  his 
warrant  on  the  Treasurer  of  State  in  favor  of  E.  F.  Fillsbuiy  and 
Company,  for  the  sum  of  '^  $1,000  "  from  the  Appropriation  for  State 
Printing,  the  same  being  for  payment  on  account  of  printing  for  the 
State,  signed  *'8.  8.  Brown,  Chairman.^*  Upon  examination  we 
find  no  voucher  connected  with  that  report.  Have  you  any  know- 
ledge for  what  that  sum  of  money  was  drawn  ? 

Answer.  I  have  no  doubt  it  was  drawn  for  what  it  purports  to  be, 
and  the  vouchers  were  with  it  at  the  time. 

Q;uestion.  Have  you  any  recollection  about  it? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  no  special  recollection  about  it ;  I  know 
that  quite  a  number  of  warrants  were  drawn  for  printing  and  bind- 
ing. Printers,  Owen  and  Sprague,  and  other  gentiemen,  were  alws^s 
boring  us  for  money  to  pay  printer's  bills. 

Question.  Calling  your  attention  to  that  particular  warrant,  do 
you  remember  of  ever  seeing  any  voucher  connected  with  it? 
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Answer.  I  cannot  say  that  I  ever  saw  any  connected  with  that 
particular  one,  but  I  have  rarely  ever  seen  any,  at  least  I  don't  re- 
member seeing  a  bill  passed  without  a  voucher. 

Question,  But  there  have  been  reports  of  Committees  and  war- 
rants drawn  without  vouchers  ? 

Answer,  Those  that  were  drawn  under  these  special  circumstances 
were. 

Question,  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  there  were  no  warrants 
drawn,  and  no  reports  made  before  these  special  circumstances,  un- 
less vouchers  accompanied  them? 

Answer,  That  was  usually  the  case. 

Question,  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  any  case  where  a  warrant 
was  draw  upon  a  report  where  there  was  no  voucher  which  accom- 
pained  that  report,  tOl  somewhere  the  last  of  December,  eighteen 
hundred  and  seventy-nine? 

Answer,  I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  kind. 

Question,  You  have  no  recollection  in  reference  to  this  particular 
report? 

Answer,  No ;  no  more  than  any  other  report ;  I  cannot  say  whether 
vouchers  were  present  with  it  or  not ;  although  I  presume  there  were. 

Question,  I  understand  you  to  say  it  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
payment  of  the  expenses  of  taking  these  affidavits,  so  far  as  you 
have  any  personal  knowledge? 

Answer,  Not  so  far  as  I  have  any  knowledge. 

Question,  If  there  was  anything  of  that  kind  done,  it  was  done 
without  your  knowledge  and  without  your  approval  ? 

Answer,  Certainly,  and  it  is  something  I  never  heard  suggested 
by  anybody. 

Question,  Nobody  asked  you  in  relation  to  it? 

Answer,  No.  I  approved  that  bill  the  same  as  any  other  bUl  for 
a  specific,  legitimate  purpose. 

Question,  The  first  voucher  which  is  produced  here  is  that  of  R. 
^W.   Black,  for  sixty  dollars.     For  what  service  was  that  money 

paid? 

Answer,  For  services  as  policeman  here  in  the  building. 
Question,  Did  Captain  Black  act  as  a  common  policeman  in  this 
building? 

jtfiswer.  It  was  my  object  for  him  to  act  so,  my  intention,  and  it 

my  belief  that  he  so  acted. 
Qiuestion,  Was  he  upon  guard  ? 
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Answer.  He  was  stationed  in  the  building  and  stayed  in  the 
building,  and  had  general  oversight,  to  keep  order  and  have  the 
men  properly  conduct  themselves. 

Question.  The  fact  was,  that  the  men  were  placed  under  his 
control  ? 

Answer.  So  far  as  a  general  superintendence.  He  had  no  special 
authority  otherwise  than  to  have  general  direction. 

Question.  Is  it  not  a  fact,  within  your  knowledge,  that  the  men,  or 
a  part  of  them,  who  were  on  duty  here  in  this  State  House,  signed 
a  Roll  and  took  an  Oath  to  obey  Captain  Black  ? 

Answer.  No ;  I  have  no  knowledge  of  any  such  thing. 

Question.  Have  you  never  seen  any  such  Oath? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  been  informed  that  such  was  the  case? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  told  you  all  I  know  about  it. 

Question.  Were  you  not  so  informed  by  Greneral  Chamberlain^ 
after  he  came  here  to  Augusta? 

Answer.  No ;  at  least  I  have  no  remembrance  of  any  such  state- 
ment  made  by  him,  and  if  so  I  do  not  think  it  is  true,  so  far  as  my 
knowledge  goes. 

Question.  Had  you  any  knowledge  that  these  men,  or  any  men, 
signed  a  Roll? 

Answer.  No ;  I  have  no  knowledge  that  they  signed  a  Roll. 

Question.  Have  you  any  information  that  they  did? 

Answer.  I  understood  in  the  earlier  part  of  it  that  they  went  to 
work  to  get  up  what  they  called  a  military  organization ;  but  I  told 
them  I  would  not  have  anything  to  do  with  it. 

Question.  Who  went  to  get  that  up  ? 

Answer.  I  think  Captain  Black  was  the  man ;  I  think  that  he. 
Doctor  Martin  and  Colonel  Morton  were  the  ones,  but  I  do  not 
remember  definitely.  I  requested  a  number  of  men  to  be  detailed 
as  a  police  force,  so  we  could  have  them  in  case  of  emergency  and 
have  them  as  regular  men.  They  went  to  work,  as  I  understands 
to  get  up  what  they  called  a  military  organization.  Captain  Black 
was  a  military  man,  as  General  Chamberlain  was,  and  wanted  every- 
thing done  "  red  tape,"  which  didn't  suit  my  notions. 

Question.  You  do  not  reckon  Captain  Black  as  the  same  kind  of  a 
military  man  as  General  Chamberlain  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  mean  any  invidious  comparison,  but  the  love  of 
military'  regulations. 
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Question.  How  far  did  you  understand  this  matter  of  getting  up  a 
military  company  was  pursued  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  as  I  understood  anything  more  about  it 
than  that  simple  fact ;  I  never  had  any  definite  information. 

Question.  You  never  had  any  information  that  the  men  signed  a 
Roll? 

Anstoer.  No. 

Question.  Was  not  your  attention  called  to  that  by  Governor 
Chamberlain  and  the  illegality  of  the  proceeding  very  soon  after  he 
came  here  on  your  summons  ? 

Answer.  It  must  have  been  very  soon  for  I  was  here  only  a  couple 
of  days.  The  question  came  up  as  to  making  arrests.  That  was  a 
matter  which  had  troubled  me,  somewhat,  and  we  talked  the  matter 
over. 

Question.  Was  it  any  part  of  the  services  of  Captain  Black  in 
assisting  to  get  up  the  military  company  that  this  sixty  dollars  was 
paid  for? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  his  services  were  paid  for  the  time  he  was  here 
in  the  building  as  a  policeman. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  how  long  that  was  ? 

Answer.  Some  ten  or  twelve  days. 

Question.  That  he  was  here  as  a  policeman  ? 

Ansioer.  I  understand  so. 

Question.  Doing  police  duty  ? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  what  I  regarded  as  police  duty. 

Question.  Was  he  under  the  orders  of  the  Mayor  of  the  city  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  upon  the  same  level  with  the  other  men  who 
were  here  and  for  whom  this  money  has  been  paid  ? 

Anstoer.  He  was  on  the  same  level  in  capacity ;  he  was  what  you 
call  Captain  of  Police,  or  Chief  of  Police. 

Question.  Who  appointed  him  Chief  of  Police  ? 

Answer.  I  think  I  gave  him  instructions  to  take  charge  of  the 
men,  that  is  to  keep  control  of  matters  ;  there  must  be  some  foreman 
about  all  matters  of  business.  I  think  he  was  placed  here  while 
General  Leavitt  was  absent,  and  before  Major  Folsom  was  called ;  I 
will  not  be  positive  as  to  dates. 

Q;uestion.  Was  his  bill  or  any  other  bill,  for  which  a  voucher  has 
been  produced,  ever  presented  to  any  Council  to  be  audited  ? 

Answer.  No,  I  think  not. 
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Question.  Who  did  audit  the  bills? 

Answer.  The  members  of  the  Council  advised  me  to  pay  these 
bills  for  the  men  that  were  employed  here. 

Question.  Who  audited  the  bills  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Lancaster  approved  the  bills  and  advised  me  that 
they  were  correct. 

Question.  Be  kind  enough  to  inform  the  Committee  under  what 
statute  law,  or  any  other  law,  you  had  authority  to  set  up  a  State 
Police  in  the  Capitol? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  I  can  give  you  any  law  other  than  the 
general  necessity  of  the  case ;  as  the  adage  goes,  '* Necessity  knows 
no  law,"  It  seemed  to  be  a  matter  of  absolute  necessity  to  protect 
and  guard  the  building  from  attack  and  irruption. 

Question.  When  it  is  a  time  of  peace  is  there  any  statute  authority 
or  any  authority  which  allows  the  Executive  to  employ  any  extra- 
ordinary force  of  men  ? 

Aiiswer.  I  do  not  imagine  there  is ;  but  this  was  not  a  time  of 
peace  and  quiet,  but  a  time  of  excitement. 

Question.  In  time  of  threatened  insurrection,  or  actual  insurrec- 
tion, do  you  know  of  any  law  which  authorizes  the  Governor  to  em- 
ploy and  pay  any  other  body  of  men  than  the  regular  Militia,  of 
which  you  were  the  Commander-in-chief  ? 

Answer.  I  think  the  law  authorizes  the  Governor  to  employ  a  suf- 
ficient police  force. 

Question.  What  law? 

Answer.  The  law  generally  in  regard  to  insurrection ;  I  so  oon- 
strue  it ;  I  am  not  a  lawyer,  and  I  am  not  here  to  be  quizzed  in 
regard  to  law. 

Question.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  quizzing ;  I  am  ask- 
ing you  for  information  under  what  law  you  acted ;  I  assume  you 
did  not  proceed  in  so  grave  a  matter  without  some  authority.  llDder 
what  authority  did  you  think  you  were  acting  ? 

Answer.  Under  the  general  authority  of  the  statute  relating  to 
insurrection,  etc.     To  keep  the  peace,  was  all  the  object  I  had. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  see  any  statute  law  which  authorized  the 
Governor  of  the  State  to  call  upon  any  other  force  than  the  Militia, 
in  case  of  insurrection  or  threatened  invasion  ? 

Answer.  My  understanding  of  the  law  is,  that  the  Governor  has 
authority  to  call  upon  citizens ;  it  seems  to  me  that  is  the  interpre- 
tation and  understanding. 
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Q^e8tion.  Where  did  you  get  that  interpretatioii? 

Answer.  To  appoint  a  police  force ;  I  have  looked  at  the  statutes 
in  regard  to  that  matter. 

Question.  You  have  no  recollection  where  you  can  point  the  Com- 
mittee to  such  statute  ? 

Answer,  If  the  law  were  before  me  I  could  point  to  what  I  under- 
stand to  be  the  law ;  but  I  do  not  understand  that  is  a  matter  that 
need  to  enter  in  here. 

Question.  Did  you  employ  those  men  and  pay  them,  without  as- 
certaining your  legal  right  so  to  do? 

Anstoer.  I  do  not  know  as  I  can  say  that  I  entered  materially  into 
the  legal  question  of  the  matter ;  I  supposed  I  had  authority  sufiS- 
cient  to  employ  and  to  pay  those  men. 

Question.  You  had  a  Council ;  did  you  advise  with  them  in  rela- 
tion to  it? 

Answer.  I  did  advise  with  the  Council  at  every  step. 

Qusstion.  Did  your  Council  inform  you  there  was  any  legal 
authority  for  you  to  pay  a  State  Police  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
State  of  Maine? 

Answer.  I  think  that  was  the  understanding  of  the  Council,  as 
well  as  of  myself,  that  we  had  authorit}'  to  appoint  a  sufficient  force 
to  protect  the  building,  and  to  pay  it.  If  we  acted  illegally  the 
people  must  rebuke  us. 

Question.  Did  they  point  out  to  you  any  law  for  that  purpose  ? 

Answer:  I  have  the  impression  that  the  general  understanding  of 
the  Statute  was  in  that  direction. 

Question.  I  must  say  I  have  been  unable  to  find  any  sueh  Statute, 
and  I  have  examined  closely? 

Afnswer.  We  may  not  sometimes  find  what  we  do  not  want  to 

find. 

Question.  I  did  not  know  but  you  had  some  information  to  give 

OS? 

Answer.  No ;  I  only  acted  for  what  I  supposed  to  be  for  the  best 
interest  of  the  people  of  the  State. 

Question.  I  find  by  chapter  one  hundred  twenty-five  of  the  Public 
Laws  of  eighteen  hundred  seventy-nine,  that  night  watchmen  at  the 
State  House  are  provided  for,  not  exceeding  two  in  number.  Do 
you  know  of  any  authority  upon  the  part  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Buildings  to  employ  a  larger  number  of  watchmen  than  pro- 
vided for  here  by  the  Statute? 
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Answer,  I  know  of  no  other  than  that  which  he  derived  from  me 
as  Governor  of  the  State,  ordering  him  to  do  it,  at  least  to  appoint 
a  larger  force,  such  a  force  as  was  necessary,  not  in  the  special 
capacity  of  watchmen  to  watch  fires,  but  to  look  out  for  the  care  of 
the  building. 

Question.  They  were  night  watchmen? 

Answer.  Night  watchmen  and  day  watchmen. 

Qtiestion.  Everything  that  was  done  by  Dr.  Lancaster,  was  done 
under  your  supervision  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  say  that.  I  say  he  had  orders  to  appoint  a 
sufficient  police  force  to  guard  the  building.  That  was  the  intention 
and  purpose,  and  the  only  one. 

Question.  You  do  not  know,  excepting  your  general  impression, 
of  any  provision  of  law  which  authorized  you,  as  Governor  of  the 
State,  to  make  such  employment  or  to  pay  men  so  employed  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  there  being  an  attempt  to  form  a  Mili- 
tary Company.  When  was  it  you  refused  to  give  any  further  assent 
to  the  formation  of  such  a  company? 

Answer.  When  the-  matter  was  first  talked  about  of  having  a 
police  force,  the  same  day  perhaps. 

Question.  Can  you  give  any  date? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  time  was  it  in  December? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  you ;  I  have  no  means  of  knowing ;  I  only 
know  it  was  when  the  matter  was  first  talked  about.  It  was  when 
it  was  found  necessary  to  have  an  increased  force. 

Questimi.  How  long  after  the  seventeenth  of  November  should 
you  say? 

Answer.  I  have  no  distinct  remembrance,  and  it  would  be  idle  for 
me  to  attempt  to  fix  the  precise  date. 

Question.  Can't  you  fix  it  any  time  within  a  month  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Was  it  before  the  first  of  January? 

Answer.  I  should  say  certainly  it  must  have  been  in  December, 
sometime  perhaps  as  early  as  the  middle,  but  I  am  not  sure. 

Question.  Was  it  before  the  guns  came  from  Bangor? 

Answer.  Oh,  I  think  long  before  that. 

Question.  Was  it  within  your  knowledge  that  these  same  men 
who  were  formed  into  an  incipient  Military  Company,  had  those 
arms  and  drilled  with  them  at  night? 
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Answer.  It  was  not  within  my  knowledge  or  belief. 

Question.  Have  joa  ever  had  any  information  that  such  was  the 
fact? 

Answer,  I  had  information  to  the  contrary. 

Question.  From  whomr* 

Answer.  From  parties  about  the  building.  They  had  a  lot  of  arms 
here  that  were  in  the  building,  as  I  understand,  and  there  was  some 
talk  of  their  drilling  or  having  some  sort  of  a  military  training,  as  a 
matter  of  fun ;  but  I  gave  orders  to  the  contrary,  so  far  as  any  action 
in  regard  to  the  arms  that  came  from  Bangor. 

Question.  The  State  Police  stationed  at  the  Capitol,  took  those 
arms  which  they  found  here  and  went  through  a  mock  training? 

Answer.  Perhaps  that  was  the  amount  of  it.  I  have  no  definite 
information  in  regard  to  it. 

Question.  You  saw  fit  to  give  orders  forbidding  it? 

Answer.  I  didn't  specifically  forbid  it ;  but  did  not  want  to  have 
any  show  of  arms  about. 

Question.  You  advised  it  should  not  be  done  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  These  receipts  you  have  produced  are  receipts  that  were 
given  you  from  time  to  time? 

Answer.  Yes,  from  day  to  day.  After  we  found  we  had  to 
increase  the  force,  the  men  were  changed  about  so  that  I  deemed 
it  advisable,  in  order  to  have  the  matter  kept  within  proper  limits, 
to  pay  them  as  they  went  away,  so  there  should  be  no  trouble  about 
it,  no  mixing  up. 

Q^estion.  Did  you  keep  a  Roll  of  the  men  employed  ? 

Answer.  No ;  only  when  the  list  was  handed  to  me.  I  looked  it 
over  and  saw  it  was  correct,  added  it  up  and  saw  the  number  of 
days  put  against  the  different  names. 

Question.  Did  you  see  and  know  personally  the  men  who  were 
employed  on  that  list? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Had  you  any  personal  knowledge  that  such  men  were 
employed  in  the  State  House  ? 

Answer.  No,  I  had  no  personal  knowledge  about  it. 

Question.  How  did  j^ou  know  that  the  number  appearing  on  those 
bills  were  actually  employed  ? 

Answer.  I  only  knew  by  the  Superintendent  and  what  he  called 
his  time  keeper,  the  list  which  he  presented  to  me. 
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Question.  Was  he  the  person  to  audit  the  bills? 

Answer,  He  presented  their  time  and  I  myself  examined  the  bills 
and  the  Council  examined  them  at  times ;  I  cannot  saj  that  they 
examined  all,  but  I  did,  every  one. 

Question,  When  you  paid  out  this  money  of  the  State  you  tock 
the  simple  word  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  l^at  he 
had  employed  so  many? 

Answer,  So  many,  and  such  men. 

Question.  Of  the  price  carried  out  against  their  names, — ^yoa  took 
that,  and  paid  the  money  out? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question,  And  took  his  receipt  for  it? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  That  was  all  you  did,  and  all  the  information  upon 
which  you  acted? 

Answer.  That  was  all  the  positive  information ;  stHl,  I  had  other 
information  that  the  men  were  emplo3'ed,  and  had  the  time  table  of 
the  man  who  kept  a  list  of  the  men  employed. 

Question,  Look  at  the  bill  now  handed  you  [Mr.  Strout  passes 
paper  to  witness] ,  dated  "  Boston^  Jan.  5, 1880 ,**  read  it,  and  state 
what  you  know  about  it? 

Answer.  ''  Boston^  Jan.  5th ^  1880,  R,  W.  Black,  Augusta^  Me, 
Bought  of  John  P.  Lovdl  &  Sons,  wholesale  dealers  in  Firearms,  2 
doz.  Police  Badges,  $24;  2  doz.  Police  Clubs,  $18,^  It  is  added 
up,  $42,  "  C.  O.  2>."  Paid."  Signed  "J.  P.  LoveU  A  Sons." 
I  never  heard  of  it.  I  never  knew  an}i;hing  about  police  badges 
excepting  in  a  bill  presented  by  General  Leavitt? 

Question,  Was  that  a  part  of  the  money  paid  out  of  the  State 
Funds? 

Answer.  I  presume  so ;  it  was  in  General  Leavitt's  account ;  I 
heard  they  thought  it  was  advisable  ;  I  do  not  know  but  it  was  Gr^n- 
eral  Chamberlain's  suggestion. 

Question,  Was  there  any  law  or  statute  of  the  State  which  you 
were  aware  of  which  authorized  the  establishing  of  a  State  Police 
and  the  wearing  by  such  police  of  badges  purchased  by  the  State  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  as  there  is  any  law  authorizing  or  forbid- 
ding it. 

Question.  You  would  not  consider  you  would  have  a  right  to  pay- 
out the  money  of  the  State  unless  some  law  authorized  the  expendi- 
ture? 
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Anstoer.  There  are  a  great  many  little  bills. 

Question,  Tou  tried  to  be  governed  by  the  law  in  that  case  ? 

Anstoer.  Yes ;  and  think  I  was,  as  a  general  thing. 

Question.  You  betieved  you  were  proceeding  according  to  iaw  and 
the  Constitation  f 

Answer.  Precisely. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  Statute  law  which  authorized  you 
to  set  up,  and  buy  badges  and  clubs  for  a  police  force  separate  and 
independent  from  the  city  of  Augusta? 

Ajistoer.  No ;  I  do  not  know  of  any  special  law.  I  never  looked 
into  it,  never  had  occasion  to.  It  is  very  common  for  people  on  the 
police  force  to  have  badges,  and  I  believe  agricultural  societies  have 
badges. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  known  where  a  State  set  up  such  a 
forcer* 

Ansioer.  No,  I  guess  not. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  has  become  of  those  badges? 

Answer.  No ;  I  never  saw  them. 

Question.  You  have  never  known  of  their  being  returned  as  a  part 
of  the  property  of  the  State? 

Ansioer.  I  cannot  tell  you  anything  about  it.  You  must  go  to  the 
Adjutant  General's  office  for  information ;  I  could  not,  of  course, 
particularly  know  about  those  matters. 

Question.  January  twenty-ninth,  there  appears  to  have  been  paid 
out  '*  $ 36  ;"  January  twenty-sixth,  "  $  14  ;"  February  twentieth^ 
'*  $  300  ;"  January  eighth,  "  $  63  "  and  ''  $100 ;"  January  eighth, 
"  $  350 ;"  January  eighth,  "  1 25.*'  That  you  paid  out  to  different 
parties  after  your  term  as  Grovemor  had  expired  ? 

Answer.  I  presume  that  is  the  fact. 

Question.  So  that  that  sum  you  took  away  with  you  firom  Augusta 
after  the  seventh  day  of  January,  and  had  it  in  your  possession, 
and  paid  it  out  to  those  different  parties  from  time  to  time  ? 

Answer.  Yes.  In  reference  to  the  taking  of  the  money  away,  I 
do  not  remember  whether  I  had  the  check  in  my  pocket  or  whether 
I  had  the  money ;  I  presume  I  had  drawn  the  money. 

Question.  I  now  pass  you  several  checks  which  appear  to  be 
drawn  to  your  order  and  indorsed  by  you.  Give  their  dates  and 
amounts  ? 

Answer.  December  twenty-seventh,  one  thousand  dollars.  First 
National  Bank,  Portland.  All  the  others  are  on  the  thirty-first, 
making  five  thousand  dollars  in  all,  on  that  day. 
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Qaestion.  Then  there  was  another  thousand  dollars,  which  does 
not  appear  in  the  checks  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  those  checks  all  bear  your  personal  indorsement? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qae^Aon.  That  is  to  say,  the  checks  are  signed  by  the  Treasurer 
and  payable  to  your  order;  and  what  is  the  indorsement  on  the 
back? 

Anstoer.  Simply  "Alonzo  Oarcelon." 

Question,  You  must  have  received  upon  those  checks  at  the  dif- 
flsrent  times,  the  amounts  which  they  bear? 

Anstoer.  Certainly ;  no  doubt  about  that. 

Question.  Is  it  not  true  you  received  the  amounts  about  the  time 
the  checks  are  dated? 

Anstoer,  Yes ;  I  received  them  very  soon  after ;  as  I  needed  the 
fhnds  I  got  them  discounted.  About  the  sixth  of  January,  if  I 
remember  right,  I  received  two  thousand  dollars  from  the  Waterville 
Bank ;  I  was  at  Waterville  and  drew  out  two  thousand  dollars. 

Question.  I  find  that  five  of  these  checks  are  dated  December 
thirty-first,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  On  different  banks  ( 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  They  all  bear  the  same  date,  are  payable  to  your  order, 
and  all  indorsed  by  you  individually  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Those  checks  amount  in  the  aggregate  to  five  thousand 
dollars  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Did  you  draw  the  money  on  those  several  checks  on  or 
about  the  date,  or  did  you  keep  the  checks  ? 

Answer.  I  kept  a  part  of  the  checks,  and  a  part  I  drew.  On  the 
same  day  I  guess  I  drew  those  two  five  hundred  dollar  checks : 
guess  they  were  paid  me  at  the  Granite  Bank ;  I  sent  down  and  got 
it ;  and  a  day  or  two  afterwards  the  two  thousand  dollars  from  the 
Waterville  Bank ;  it  was  not  on  the  Waterville  Bank,  but  I  was  up 
there  and  had  it  cashed. 

Question.  It  was  paid  over  to  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q^estion,  When? 
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Answer.  I  think  on  Monday  morning. 

Question.  That  would  have  been  when? 

Answer.  A  day  or  two  afterwards. 

Question.  Here  are  two  other  checks  of  one  thousand  dollars 
each,  dated  December  thirty-first,  one  on  the  First  National  Bank, 
Auburn,  the  other  on  the  First  National  Bank  at  Portland.  Did 
you  receive  the  money  in  bills  for  those  two  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  receive  the  money  on  or  about  the  date  ? 

Answer.  I  presume  so. 

Question.  So  you  had  in  cash  in  your  hands  some  four  thousand 
or  five  thousand  dollars  ? 

Answer.  There  was  five  thousand  dollars  that  came  into  my  hands. 
I  paid  it  out. 

Question.  Why  was  it  you  drew  out  the  money  on  those  checks 
from  the  banks  on  or  about  that  time,  and  kept  the  money  with  you 
instead  of  the  checks  ? 

An>swer.  I  supposed  that  the  Treasurer  might  want  to  settle  the 
bills  and  these  checks  would  be  necessary  to  give  information,  if  I 
thought  anything  about  it. 

Question.  It  was  not  necessary  in  order  to  enable  the  Treasurer 
to  settle  the  account  that  he  should  have  the  checks ;  they  would 
remain  in  the  bank  ? 

Answer.  I  simply  drew  that  out  because  I  thought  it  was  best. 

Question.  Why? 

Ajiswer.  I  do  not  know  as  I  have  any  explanation  about  it.  I 
simply  drew  it  out  because  I  wanted  it  to  pay  out.  Bills  were  com- 
ing in. 

Question.  You  didn't  pay  it  out  till  weeks  afterwards  ? 

Answer.  Not  all,  but  a  large  portion.  My  impression  is  I  paid 
out  some  of  my  own  money  in  advance  for  some  bills  before  I  got 
this  money? 

Question.  How  much  did  you  pay  out  of  your  own  money  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  just  how  the  matter  stood. 

Question.  Had  you  any  suspicions  that  the  payment  of  these 
cliecks  might  be  stopped  ? 

Answer.  I  never  thought  of  such  a  thing ;  never  dreamed  of  such 
a  thing. 

Question.  Did  you  carry  the  money  about  with  you? 

^nsu>er.  Sometimes  I  did,  of  course. 
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Question.  From  place  to  place? 

Answer.  When  I  took  it  I  had  to  cany  it. 

Question.  You  must  have  had  quite  a  large  amount  of  money,  be- 
cause you  say  you  still  have  some  nine  hundred  and  sixty  dollars? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  From  the  thirty-first  of  December  to  the  seventh  and 
eighth  of  January,  you  paid  out  quite  a  large  proportion  of  the 
money.  Between  those  dates  what  did  you  do  with  the  money? 

Answer.  The  two  thousand  dollars  was  not  drawn  from  Water- 
ville  Bank,  till,  I  think,  Monday  morning,  the  fifth  of  January. 

Question.  But  you  still  had  a  part  of  this  money  you  had  drawn 
from  the  other  banks,  on  hand  ? 

Answer.  I  think  I  had  paid  out  the  most  of  it. 

Question.  Your  vouchers  do  not  so  show. 

Answer.  The  vouchers  show  substantially  the  fact. 

Question.  Those  checks  were  payable  to  your  order.  If  lost  or 
stolen  from  you,  till  they  were  indorsed  by  you,  they  would  be  of  no 
avail  to  anybody.  You  have  no  explanation  why  you  went  and  drew 
the  money  out  of  the  banks,  very  nearly  all,  on  or  about  the  tiiirtj- 
first? 

Answer.  The  only  explanation  is  I  supposed  I  should  want  the 
money  as  the  bills  came  in.  I  kept  the  money  at  hand  so  I  ooald 
pay  the  bills. 

Question.  Such  a  check  would  be  good  at  any  bank  in  Augusta? 

Answer.  Yes,  but  inconvenient  to  pay  a  bill  of  fifty  dollars  or 
one  hundred  dollars. 

Question.  You  made  no  deposit  of  money? 

Answer.  No,  and  I  told  you  so  yesterday ;  I  have  nothing  to  con- 
ceal about  it  at  all.  The  whole  transaction,  so  far  as  I  had  to  do 
with  it,  has  been  open  and  above  board. 

Question.  Have  you  notified  any  party  till  it  was  disclosed  to  this 
Committee,  that  you  have  in  your  possession  nine  hundred  and 
fifty-six  dollars  of  the  money  of  the  State? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  at  all ;  I  did  not  know  myself  exactly  how 
much  there  was. 

Question.  What  have  you  done  with  it? 

Answer.  The  money  is  safe,  I  will  assure  you. 

Question.  Have  you  deposited  it  in  any  bank? 

Answer.  No,  it  is  not  deposited  in  any  bank. 

Question.  Have  you  kept  it  separate,  by  itself? 
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Answer,  I  think  it  is. 
Question,  The  specific  money  ? 

Answer,  I  think  it  is  ;  I  think  I  can  prodace,  if  you  will  go  with  me 
to  the  proper  place,  and  show  it  to  you  in  the  original  package  that 
has  not  been  opened,  I  mean  in  the  envelope ;  I  wasn't  aware  that 
it  would  come  out  so  near  as  it  seems  to  here. 

Question,  You  have  not  indicated  to  any  person,  till  the  present 
time,  that  this  balance  remained  over  in  your  hands  ? 

Answer,  No,  I  had  no  occasion  to ;  I  have  been  waiting  to  get 
these  bills  in,  and  as  soon  as  I  got  them  I  intended  to  have  the 
matter  properly  adjusted. 

Question,  Running  back  to  the  seventeenth  of  November,  do  you 
remember  what  Committee  work  your  Council  did,  excepting  the 
tabulation  of  the  votes  from  the  seventeenth  of  November  to  the- 
time  of  the  sitting  of  the  Legislature  ? 

Answer.  They  had  a  large  number  of  pardon  cases  to  attend  to, 
and  the  examination  of  accounts.  I  should  have  to  refer  to  the 
Blotter. 

Question,  I  find,  referring  to  the  Blotter,  that  they  were  in  session 
during  the  whole  time  with  the  exception  of  two  or  three  days  ? 
Ajiswer,  Nominally  so ;  I  guess  there  was  a  quorum  here  most 
of  the  time. 

Qtiestion,  So  they  were  here  and  drawing  their  per  diem  during 
that  time  ? 

Answer,  I  presume  so. 

Qy^estion,  What  Committee  work  was  there  for  which  they  would 
be  entitled  to  any  extra  compensation,  from  the  seventeenth  of 
November  down  to  the  time  of  the  session  of  the  Legislature, 
excepting  the  tabulation  ot  votes,  if  they  were  entitled  to  compen- 
sation for  that  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  there  would  be  any. 
Question,  I  find  that  the  amount  allowed  and  paid  the  Council 
beside  the  per  diem  for  the  Committee  work,  including  the  clerks, 
amounted  to  eight  hundred  (ifty-seven  dollars  and  ninety-five  cents. 
Was  or  not  that  sum  paid  to  them  for  the  tabulation  of  the  votes  ? 

Answer,   I  cannot  say  ;  I  presumed  the  work  of  tabulation  was 
included  in  their  per  diem. 

Qzcestion,  It  seems  that  this  was  the  time  when  they  were  engaged 
in  tabulatii^  votes ;  do  you  know  of  any  other  business  they  did  ? 

46 
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Ariswer.  I  do  not  know,  of  course ;  I  know  there  was  a  good 
deal  of  business  done. 

Question,  I  mean  any  other  Committee  work  for  which  they  would 
be  entitled  to  compensation  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  remember  anything  myself  besides  that. 

Qu/estion,  Have  you  ever  examined  to  ascertain  how  much  has 
been  paid  for  the  extra  Conmiittee  work  in  tabulating  votes,  in  pre- 
vious years? 

Anstoer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Does  it  ever  exceed  one  hundred  dollars? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  whether  it  does,  or  fifty  cents.  I  know 
nothing  about  it,  never  looked  at  it. 

Question,  In  this  case  there  was  eight  hundred  and  fifty-seven 
dollars  paid  ? 

Answer.  I  have  an  indistinct  recollection  that  that  matter  was 
discussed  or  alluded  to  in  my  hearing,  and  something  was  said  about 
what  had  been  the  custom  of  the  Committee  on  tabulating ;  but  I 
have  ho  distinct  remembrance  what  the  result  was,  or  what  the  re- 
sult of  the  conversation  was. 

Question,  Can  you  tell  this  Committee  what  extra  work  your 
Council  did  in  the  tabulation  of  these  votes  that  would  entitle  them 
to  draw  their  per  diem  pay  and  at  the  same  time  to  be  paid  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-seven  dollars  ? 

Answer,  Is  not  the  eight  hundred  and  fifty-seven  dollars  included 
in  the  Pay  Roll? 

Question,  No.  The  eight  hundred  and  fifty-seven  dollars  is  out- 
side their  Pay  Roll  and  outside  of  the  salary  which  they  received  as 
Councillors. 

Ansxoer,  Members  of  the  Committee  on  Election  took  the  returns 
somewhere  about  the  last  of  October,  and  they  were  engaged  upon 
those  tabulating  till  about  the  seventeenth  of  November,  and  that » 
the  time  I  suppose  for  which  they  made  their  chaige  for  extra  work. 
There  were  but  four  members  of  the  Committee  here,  were  there? 

Question,  I  find  upon  examination,  the  following  list  which  I  will 
read  for  the  benefit  of  the  Committee :  "  Nov,  19,  Charles  H, 
Chase,  $59,50;''  ''Dec,  2,  Charles  H,  Chase,  $35.50;*'  -  Dec,  IS, 
Charles  H,  Chase  {df-rk  hire),  $125.00."  Do  you  know  of  any 
clerk  hire  that  was  paid  by  Captain  Chase  or  that  he  was  authorized 
to  pay  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know. 
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Question,  For  the  Governor  and  Council? 

Answer.  No.  The  Council  employed  Harden  as  a  Clerk,  assist- 
ing  them  in  various  matters,  and  I  suppose  he  has  a  bill  for  his 
services. 

(Question.  Mr.  Harden  has  also  a  separate  bill  for  Committee  work 
or  clerk  hire  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  so. 

Question.  I  find  that  Harden  was  paid  five  hundred  dollars  extra 
besides  his  salary.  If  that  is  true  this  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
dollars  would  not  properly  be  for  clerk  hire  of  Harden? 

Answer.  I  should  suppose  it  to  be  a  part  of  the  five  hundred  dol- 
lars. 

Question.  He  received  his  salary,  and  in  addition  to  that  he 
received  five  hundred  dollars  for  extra  services,  which  were  supposed 
to  be  for  writing  and  matters  of  clerkship  connected  with  the  Com- 
mittee? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  So  that  is  outside  of  the  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
dollars  which  was  paid  to  Charles  H.  Chase  for  clerk  hire.  Have 
you  any  idea  what  that  was  for  or  could  be  for? 

Answer.  No,  I  can't  tell  you. 

Question.  Were  you  ever  consulted  about  it? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  ever  explained  to  you  as  Governor  of  Maine 
what  that  sum  of  money  was  for? 

Answer.  The  explanation  in  regard  to  this  matter  was  that  his 
services  were  yery  useful,  and  that  he  should  be  entitled  to  clerk  hire 
so  as  to  make  him  up  a  sum  that  would  be  fair  to  live  upon  ? 

Question.  That  was  the  five  hundred  dollars? 

Ansu)er.  Yes. 

Question.  So  that  he  really  received  one  thousand  dollars  for  his 
services  as  Messenger  and  as  Clerk  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  did  the  Legislature  fix  his  salary  at? 

Answer.  I  believe  five  hundred  dollars. 

Question.  That  was  ihe  Fusion  Legislature  of  eighteen  hundred 
and  seventy-nine  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  But  by  this  extra  service  it  was  really  one  thousand . 
dollars? 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  I  find  F.  M.  Fogg  received,  November  twenty-first. 
''$67,"  and  December  thirteenth,  "$39."  I  find  that  E.  C.  Moody  re- 
ceived, November  eighteenth,  "$74,"  and  December  first,  "$11.50." 
I  find  S.  S.  Brown  received,  November  eighteenth  (Conmaittee  work) 
"$71.85,"  and  December  second  (Committee  work),  "$19.40,"  and 
December  thirteenth  (Committee  work) ,  "$13.20,"  and  December 
twenty-fourth  (Committee  work),  "$44."  Have  you  any  knowledge 
of  any  extra  committee  work  during  the  time  of  tabulating  the  votes 
that  Mr.  Brown  performed  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  of  any  other  work  they  performed. 

Question.  Or  what  services  entitled  him  to  this  extra  compensa- 
tion? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  You  were  not  consulted  about  it? 

An,swer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  I  find  H.  H.  Monroe  received,  December  twenty-fourth, 
(Committee  work),  "$44."  I  find  Charles  H.  Chase  received,  De- 
cember twenty-fourth  (Committee  work),  "$44."  I  find  F.  M.  Fogg 
received,  December  twenty-fourth  (Committee  work) ,  "$44."  I  find 
F.  G.  Parker  received,  December  tenth  (Committee  work),  "$70." 
I  find  J.  B.  Foster  received,  November  twenty-first  (Committee 
work),  "$45."  I  also  find,  December  twenty-fourth,  H.  M.  Pisbon 
received  for  services  as  clerk,  "$25."  I  find  H.  H.  Monroe  received, 
December  thirteenth  (Committee  work),  "$30."  This  all  foots  up 
"$857.95."  It  is  covered  under  the  vague  and  general  term  of 
Committee  Work.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  have  no  know- 
ledge of  any  Conmiittee  work  that  would  authorize  that  amount  of 
money  to  be  paid  to  them  or  to  be  drawn  by  them  ? 

Answer.  I  have  no  knowledge.     If  there  was  any  special  work 
for  them  to  do,  they  should  be  entitled  to  their  pay  for  it. 

Question.  What  work  was  there  for  them  to  do  about  the  returns 
excepting  to  tabulate  ? 

Answer.  1  say  "if  there  was." 

Question.  You  don't  know  of  any  ? 

Answer.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  any  special  Committee  work. 

Question.  The  writing  of  the  tabulation  was  done  by  Mr.  Pishon? 

Answer.  1  so  understood ;  indeed  I  know  that  Pishon  tabulated. 

Question.  Is  not  the  expenditure  there  unauthorized,  so  far  as 
you  know  ? 
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^Tum^er.  I  have  do  knowledge  of  the  labor  performed  ;  I  of  course 
had  no  means  of  knowing. 

Question.  We  find  that  the  Council  also  received  pay  for  visiting 
various  institutions ;  had  you  any  knowledge  about  that? 

Answer.  What  institutions  ? 

Question.  Reform  School,  State  Liquor  Agency,  and  Insane 
Asylum  ? 

Anstoer.  It  is  customary  for  the  Committee  on  all  those  institu- 
tions to  visit  the  various  institutions. 

Question.  I  find  from  examination,  that  for  visiting  and  investi- 
gating the  State  Liquor  Agency,  Charles  H.  Chase  received  *'$22  ;" 
Frank  M.  Fogg,  ''$63;"  E.  C.  Moody,  "$11.40;"  H.  H.  Monroe, 
''$58.50 ;"  F.  G.  Parker,  "$24."  This  Liquor  Agency  is  situated 
in  Lewiston? 

Answer.  It  was  situated  in  Portland  at  the  time  that  bill  was 
made. 

Question.  I  find  that  a  part  of  this  was  after  it  was  removed  to 
Lewiston.  That  was  right  across  the  bridge  from  where  Councillor 
Fogg  resides? 

Answer.  I  understand  he  resides  in  Auburn ;  I  am  not  sure. 

Question.  Did  it  come  to  your  knowledge  that  ^^$178.90"  had 
been  paid  out  of  the  State  Treasury  for  visiting  and  investigating 
the  State  Liquor  Agency  ? 

Answer.  I  will  say  that  this  visiting  was  done  during  my  absence 
at  Atlanta  and  Washington  last  summer. 

Question.  They  took  occasion,  in  your  absence  to  visit  the  Agency 
pretty  often? 

Answer.  The  bill  came  in,  and  when  they  made  up  their  Roll  and 
voted  upon  it,  I  could  not  of  course  declare  that  they  hadn't  per- 
formed the  services. 

Question.  Did  you  believe  they  had  ? 

Answer.  They  said  they  had. 

Question.  I  find  that,  in  addition  to  all  these  bills  paid  out  to  your 
Council,  there  was  other  Committee  work  charged  for  in  December 
by  Brown  and  Foster ;  do  you  know  anything  about  what  that  Com- 
mittee work  consisted  of? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  heard  some  talk  about  certain  work,  but  I 
have  no  idea  as  to  what  it  is. 

Question.  Or  how  much  was  paid  out  for  it? 

An^swer.  No,  sir. 
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Question.  I  find  upon  inspection  of  the  record,  that  April  fifteenth, 
eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  Charles  H.  Chase  charges  one 
visit  to  the  State  Prison,  ^^$21.10,"  and  on  May  twentieth  he  visited 
it  again,  and  charges  ''$18,"  and  August  twelfth  again,  ''$23.80," 
and  August  twelfth  one  visit,  marked  in  parenthesis  June  twenty-five, 
"$25 ;"  and  August  twelfth  one  visit,  marked  in  parenthesis  July 
eighteenth,  "$18.30 ;"  and  October  eighth  one  visit  "$23.50."  This 
made  in  all  ''$128.60;'  for  visiting  the  State  Prison.  I  find  Frank 
M.  Fogg  charges,  April  fifteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine, 
one  visit  to  State  Prison,  "$32."  Then  F.  G.  Parker,  one  visit  in 
September,  paid  October  eighth,  $23.50."  S.  S.  Brown  charged, 
July  second,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  one  visit,  "$17 ;" 
August  twelfth,  one  visit,  "$19.70,"  making  ''$36.70'*  for  him. 
H.  H.  Monroe  was  one  of  the  Governor's  Council? 

Ansvjer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Where  did  he  reside  ? 

Answer.  Thomaston  or  Rockland,  very  near  the  line ;  he  resides 
about  two  miles  from  the  State  Prison. 

Question.  Monroe  was  not  on  the  Committee  for  State  Prison? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember. 

Question.  The  record  so  shows.  April  sixteen,  eighteen  hundred 
and  seventy-nine,  he  was  paid  for  four  visits  to  the  State  Prison 
"$31.00;"  May  twenty-third,  one  visit,  "5.00;"  same  date,  one 
visit,  "$5.00;"  July  third,  two  visits,  "$10.00;"  August  twelfth, 
three  days,  "$15;"  September  twelfth,  two  visits,  "$10.50;" 
October  twenty-ninth,  two  days,  "$10.00;"  December  two,  two 
visits,  "$10.00  ;"  December  thirty-first,  one  visit,  "$5.00;"  making 
"$101. 5(r  for  Monroe  visiting  State  Prison.  E.  C.  Moody  made 
one  visit  April  fifteenth,  "$30.00;"  July  two,  one  visit,  "$24.25;" 
November  eighteen,  one  visit,  "$19.20,"  making  "$73.45"  for  his 
visits  to  State  Prison? 
Answer,  His  bill,  I  suppose,  came  principally  firom  his  traveling  fees. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  reason  why  these  different  parties 
should  have  visited  the  State  Prison  so  often? 

Answer.  I  think  Monroe  was  on  the  Committee  on  the  State 
Prison,  and  I  think  the  Inspectors  of  the  prison  were  making  an 
investigation  and  desired  the  Committee  to  be  present. 

Question.  An  examination  of  the  record,  I  think,  discloses  the 
fact  that  Monroe  was  not  one  of  the  Committee  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember.  But  they  desired  as  many  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  as  could  to  visit  them  and  advise  with  them. 
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Question.  Had  you  any  knowledge  of  these  bUls  that  were  paid? 

Answer.  No  special  knowledge. 

Question,  They  were  not  audited  by  you  ? 

Answer.  No ;  no  bills  were  audited  by  me.  The  bills  were  all 
audited  by  the  Committee  on  Accounts  and  a  report  drawn  up,  and 
the  only  knowledge  I  had  was  when  the  report  was  made. 

Question.  In  addition  to  this  expense,  we  find  in  connection  with 
the  Reform  School,  that  August  twelfth,  S.  S.  Brown  was  paid  for 
one  visit  '*S8,85 ;"  Charles  H.  Chase  was  paid  as  follows :  April 
fifteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  one  visit  (March  twenty- 
first)  ''$5  ;"  May  twentieth,  two  visits  (May  second  and  tenth)  ''$10  ;" 
August  twelfth,  five  visits  "$25 ;"  September  twelfth,  two  visits, 
''$10;"  October  eighth,  two  visits  (September),  "$3  ;"  December 
thirty-first,  two  visits  (December),  "$11,"  making  in  all  "$64." 
Captain  Chase  resides  in  the  city  of  Portland  ? 

Answer.  I  always  understood  so. 

Question.  The  Reform  School  is  a  short  distance  out? 

Answer.  Four  miles,  I  think. 

Question.  Had  you  any  knowledge  of  the  services  which  he  per- 
formed in  earning  that  money  from  the  State  ? 

ATiswer.  Wheit  I  was  charged  with  the  duties  of  Governor,  in 
looking  over  some  matters,  my  attention  was  called  to  certain  bills 
for  visiting  the  Reform  School.  I  found  the  bills  where  a  certain 
gentleman  who  visited  the  School  three  or  four  times  charged  some 
three  hundred  or  four  hundred  dollars,  I  think,  for  some  four  or  five 
difiTerent  visits ;  and  another  gentleman,  who  resides  in  Portland, 
who  had  principal  charge  of  the  School  during  the  year  previous, 
charged  thirty  dollars  for  his  services  during  the  year.  The  ques- 
tion was,  why  I  should  not  remove  him  and  put  in  another  man,  let 
the  man  who  charged  three  hundred  and  fifty  or  four  hundred  dollars 
for  four  or  six  visits  stay  in  ;  I  decided  it  was  better  to  keep  that 
man  in  who  only  charged  thirty  dollars,  and  took  care  of  the  insti- 
tution, than  to  put  in  the  man  who  charged  the  large  bills. 

Question.  You  didn't  approve  of  these  large  bills  ? 

Answer.  That  is  the  substance  of  it. 

Question.  E.  C.  Moody  charged  "$58.90,"  for  what  he  visited  the 
Reform  School,  and  F.  G.  Parker  "$7.50?" 

Answer.  That  is  a  matter  I  couldn't  control,  if  a  man  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  and  visits  one  of  the  Institutions.  The  law 
9ay«  that  there  shaU  be  Committees  for  this,  that  and  the  other  puf- 
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pose,  and  if  we  are  unwise  enough  to  select  a  Councillor  from  a 
remote  part  of  the  State,  and  he  charges  his  traveling  fees,  takes 
advantage  of  the  situation  in  that  way,  I  do  not  know  as  we  have 
any  remedy.  It  is  undoubtedly  wrong.  My  idea  is,  that  these  In- 
stitutions can  be  taken  care  of  precisely  as  well  by  a  party  in  the 
immediate  neighborhood  as  by  a  man  residing  at  a  distance.  In 
making  my  appointments,  I  had  to  yield  somewhat  to  the  peculiar 
position  in  which  I  was  placed,  but  so  far  as  I  was  able  I  looked  oat 
to  get  men  in  as  near  proximity  as  possible  so  these  bills  should  not 
run  up. 

Question,  It  is  true  that,  taking  together  the  Liquor  Agency  and 
Reform  School  and  State  Prison,  the  State  was  obliged  to  pay 
pretty  heavily  for  the  inspection,  during  the  year? 

Answer,  I  never  have  loolied  at  the  biUs  of  the  other  institutions, 
but  my  impression  in  regard  to  the  liquor  business  was,  that  the 
whole  thing  was  a  nuisance,  including  Agency  and  all. 

Qv£stion.  1  find  that  Councillor  Parker  for  visiting  the  Insane 
Hospital,  charges  as  follows:  "April  24,  1879,  two  visits,  (in 
March)  $7 ;"  "April  24,  1879,  two  visits,  (AprQ)  $7  ;*'  "July  3, 
1879,  one  visit,  (June)  $48 ;"  "August  13,  1879,  one  visit,  (July) 
$48 ;"  "October  8,  1879,  one  visit,  (Sept.  30,)  $48 ;"  "November 
21,  1879,  five  visits,  (April,  May,  August,  September  and  October,) 
$10,"  making  in  aU  ''flOSr 

Answer,  He  only  charged  travel  fees  when  he  charged  "$48." 

Question,  Is  it  not  true  that  at  the  same  time  he  came  to  attend 
upon  the  business  of  the  CouncU,  and  charged  his  per  diem? 

Answer,  I  presume  so. 

Question,  This  was  extra? 

Answer,  Yes. 

Question.  Perquisites? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question,  And  these  visits  he  charged  for  were  to  an  institution 
just  across  the  river  f* 

Answer,  Yes.     His  regular  visit  would  be  three  dollars,  I  think. 

Question,  John  B.  Foster  charges  "  $31." 

Answer,  He  charges  travel  fee  from  Bangor,  undoubtedly. 

Question,  H.  H.  Monroe  charges  in  all  "$51.50." 

Answer,  That  must  have  included  travel. 

Question,  S.  S.  Brown  charged  "  $38.30."  Would  that  include 
travel  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  it  must ;  and  quite  a  number  of  days  beside. 
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Question.  It  was  six  days.     You  think  he  charged  travel  fh>m 
Fairfield  ? 
Answer.  Yes ;  he  must  have  charged  travel  every  day. 
Question.  In  the  House  of  Representatives,  January  twenty-four, 
eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  Mr.  Brown  of  Bangor,  moved 
that  there  be  published  two  hundred  copies  of  the  House  Journal. 
Mr.  Farrington  of  Fryeburg,  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  that,  if 
the  expense  shaU  not  exceed  forty^  dollars,  four  hundred  copies  shall 
be  published,  which  was  passed.     An  examination  shows  that  there 
was  paid  to  E.  F.  Pillabuiy  and  Company,  for  printing  six  hundred 
copies,  instead  of  four  hundred  of  the  House  Journals,  "$718.76  ;" 
and  A.  J.  Cameron,  binding  and  stitching  six  hundred  twenty  copies, 
''$285,"  making  "$1,003.76  ;"  have  you  any  knowledge  about  that? 
or  had  you  ? 
Anstoer.  No. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  where  the  authority  came 
from  to  print  the  additional  copies  which  were  not  authorized  by 
this  order? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 
Question.  Never  had  any  knowledge  of  it? 
Answer.  No. 

Question.  Would  you  have  authorized  it? 

Answer.  Not  if  I  had  known  the  law.     What  was  the  condition  ? 
Question.  The  order  was,  four  hundred  copies  shall  be  published 
if  the  expense  shall  not  exceed  forty  dollars  ? 

Answer.  There  must  be  some  mistake  about  that. 
Question.  "  Thai  if  the  difference  between  (he  two  hundred  and 
four  hundred  copies  shall  not  exceed  $40.00,  four  hundred  copies 
shall  he  published.^*    And  there  were  six  hundred  copies  at  seven 
hundred  eighteen  dollars  and  seventy-six  cents.     You  approved  ? 
Answer.  I  presume  so. 

Question.  Did  you  not  make  inquiry  into  the  authority  for 
printing? 

Answer.  I  should  doubt  very  much  whether  I  did. 
Question.  Whose  statement  did  you  take  ? 

Answer.  The  Committee  on  Accounts  ;  M.  Foster  was  Chairman, 
and  most  of  these  bills  passed  his  inspection,  and,  as  a  general  rule 
I  found  him  exceedingly  accurate ;  I  have  no  remembrance  of  this 
case  at  all ;  I  cannot  say  whether  I  was  present  when  the  report 
^vas  passed.     Very  frequently  I  was  absent  and  a  report  passed  and 
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the  first  I  knew  about  it  was  the  warrant.      I  assumed  they  were 
correct. 

Question.  I  understood  you  to  say,  there  was  a  certain  amount  of 
money  you  paid  to  your  Council  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  was  that  paid  ? 

Anstoer.  I  cannot  tell  you  precisely,  sometime  in  December,  along 
— ^I  should  judge  the  latter  part  of  December. 

Question.  How  much  ? 

Answer.  Little  less  than  five  hundred  dollars,  my  minutes  are. 

Question.  What  was  it  for? 

Ansu)er.  There  is  a  little  explanation,  if  you  go  into  that,  tiiat  I 
shall  have  to  make.  It  was  for  two  different  purposes.  The  bills 
when  they  come  in  will  show.  A  part  of  it  grows  out  of  that  ques- 
tion of  double  mileage.  The  Council  passed  a  bill  for  double  mile- 
age,  without  my  observation  tiU  it  got  through  and  they  got  tiieir 
money.  I  insisted  afterwards  that  they  should  not  have  it,  that  they 
should  pay  it  back.  Then  the  next  time  they  did  not  chaiige  the 
mileage  at  all.  Subsequently,  there  was  some  trouble,  some  way  or 
other,  about  it,  and  finally  they  concluded  to  pay  the  money  back. 
They  thought  they^  ought  to  have  it,  and  the  last  days  of  the  session 
something  came  up  about  that.  A  part  is  for  that  purpose,  and  the 
other  is  for  certain  bills ;  I  will  put  them  in  as  soon  as  Chase  and 
Monroe  come  back. 

Question.  They  insisted  upon  having  their  mileage  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  paid  it  to  them,  and  they  paid  it  back  into  the 
Treasury,  I  think. 

Question.  You  paid  it  to  them? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  And  they  paid  it  back  into  the  Treasury? 

Answer.  Yes.  They  did  not  draw  their  pay  the  next  time. 

Question.  What  did  you  pay  them  from? 

Answer.  I  let  them  have  this  money.  They  only  got  their  regular 
miles  through  the  terms.  It  was  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying  the 
Treasurer  that  they  paid  it  back.  It  amounted  to  some  two  hundred 
and  sixty  or  two  hundred  and  seventy  dollars.  Mr.  Parker's  mileage 
IS  very  large. 

Question.  I  do  not  quite  understand  what  the  object  was  of  tlieir 
receiving  it  if  they  were  to  pay  it  back? 

Answer.  1  cannot  myself  see  the  necessity  of  it;  but  it  was  » 
difficulty  between  them  and  the  Treasurer,  some  how  or  other. 
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Question,  Between  the  Council  and  the  Treasurer? 

Answer.  Yes,  about  their  fixing  the  account.  The  real  fact,  I 
9U{>pose,  was,  they  did  not  want  it  to  stand  to  show  they  received 
double  mileage,  and  they  had  rather  pay  it  back  and  get  their  pay 
for  the  next  session  which  they  did  not  receive ;  so  it  was  just  as 
broad  as  it  was  long.  The  first  session  they  drew  double  mileage, 
and  the  next  session  they  did  not  draw  any ;  and  it  would  have  been 
all  right  to  let  it  stand  just  as  it  was  ;  but,  in  order  to  have  the  mat- 
ter stand  right  on  the  records  they  concluded  they  would  go  and 
nominally  pay  it  back,  which  was  taking  so  much  money  out  of  my 
hands  and  paying  double  mileage  and  making  it  appear  right  on  the 
books.  It  does  not  amount  to  anjrthiiig  one  way  or  the  other,  and 
those  are  the  bottom  facts  about  it.  There  was  about  fpur  hundred 
and  sixty-five  dollars  in  the  whole.  A  part  of  that  was  for  certain 
contingent  bills  which  will  show  for  themselves. 

Question.  This  four  hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars  you  speak  of 
was  money  paid  the  Council  as  you  have  just  explained  to  us  ? 

Answer.  Yes;  a  part  of  it,  and  some  bills  Mr.  Chase  had  for 
some  purpose  or  other. 

Qitestion.  Do  you  know  what? 

Answer.  No.     His  bill  has  not  been  rendered. 

Question.  How  much  do  you  think  was  for  other  matters  besides 
the  mileage? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  you. 

Question.  That  was  paid  out  of  this  six  thousand  dollars  which 
you  drew? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  When  was  it  paid  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  you.     It  was  the  latter  part  of  December. 

Question.  Was  it  sincer  you  ceased  to  be  Governor? 

Answer.  No,  sometime  before ;  about  the  time  of  the  excitement, 
the  time  they  were  settling  up  the  final  accounts  of  the  year,  some 
time  after  Christmas. 

Question.  This  double  mileage  was  incurred  in  the  early  part  of 
eighteen  hundred  and  seventy- nine  ? 

u±nswer.  Yes,  January. 

Question.  They  never  adjusted  it  till  just  before  their  term  of 
office  expired? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  I  suppose  you  have  not  the  vouchers  for  the  money  you 
paid  Jjancaster ;  you  have  not  the  Pay  Roll? 
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Answer,  No. 

Q^eBtUm.  What  has  become  of  it? 

ATimver.  These  Pay  Rolls  would  come  in  from  day  to  day,  and 
these  bills  were  paid.  After  they  came  in  and  I  checked  them  to 
see  they  were  all  right,  they  went  into  the  waste  basket,  for  all  I 
know. 

Question.  They  have  not  been  preserved? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  was  a  good  way  to  do  business  far 
the  State  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  but  it  was  ;  I  was  very  careful,  as  I  be- 
lieved, to  have  it  as  near  right  as  possible. 

Question.,  You  paid  the  money  and  took  the  receipts  of  Lancas- 
ter, and  put  the  vouchers,  from  which  you  could  gather  accurate 
information  if  at  all,  into  the  waste  basket? 

Answer.  It  was  a  list  made  up  from  day  to  day  or  every  two  or 
three  days.  I  had  an  occular  inspection  of  the  matter  to  know  it 
was  right  and  therefore  did  not  feel  there  was  any  particular  import- 
ance of  preserving  them.  I  did  not  think  anything  about  that 
matter.  It  was  the  receipts  I  was  looking  at,  Mr.  Lancaster,  I  pre- 
sume, has  kept  a  list  of  all  his  men. 

Question.  How  much  is  there  that  has  been  paid  Charles  H.  Chase 
for  which  he  has  rendered  no  bill  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  give  ^'^ou  the  precise  amount. 

Question.  Is  it  more  or  less  than  one  hundred  dollars  ? 

Ansicer.  1  should  think  some  over  one  hundred  dollars. 

Question.  I  find  here  an  item  of  ^^$106,  three  gentiemen^  special 
policemen;"  who  were  they? 

Ansu)er.  Major  Channing,  Captain  Ham,  and  Mr.  Rodick  of  Lew- 
iston.  They  were  here  during  seven  or  eight  days,  the  last  part  of 
the  session.  Major  Channing  I  was  particularly  acquainted  with, 
and  knew  him  to  be  a  reliable,  steady  man,  and  of  good  judgment 
In  the  state  of  excitement  it  was  desirable  to  have  some  men  wbi> 
could  control  the  multitude. 

Question.  I  thought  Captain  Black  was  in  charge  of  the  police  ? 

Answer.  He  was  in  immediate  charge. 

Question.  What  were  Major  Channing's  duties? 

Answer.  He  was  a  policeman,  to  advise,  the  same  as  most  all  tbt 
people  here. 

Question.  Was  he  actually  on  duty? 
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A7i8wer.  He  was. 

Question.  Was  Rodick  a  military  man  ? 

Anmver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  part  did  he  play  ? 

Answer.  The  same. 

Question.  He  was  from  Lewiston  ? 

Ans?Joer.  Yes.- 

Question.  What  service  did  he  render  the  State? 

ATiswer.  The  same  duty  that  any  other  gentleman  did  here,  look- 
ing after  the  general  interest  of  the  State. 

Question.    Was    there   a  Mr.    Haskell  here   from   Lewiston  or 
Anbum? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  yoa  know  him  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Who  brought  him  here  ? 

Answer.   I  inquired  as  to  who  recommended  him  here  and  my 
information  was  that  he  was  recommended  by  Mr.  Fogg. 

Question.  F.  M.  Fogg? 

Answer.  Yes,  of  the  Council. 

Question.  Was  he  paid  out  of  the  State  Treasury  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  was  a  pugilist? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  ;  I  never  saw  him  till  I  saw  him  here. 

Q^estion.  He  had  the  reputation  of  being  a  fighting  man  ? 

Answer.  He  had  the  reputatipn  of  being  a  good  policeman,  as  I 
understood. 

Question.  Mr.  Fogg  brought  him  here  ? 

Answer.  I  understood  he  was  recommended  to  Mr.  Lancaster  as 
being  a  suitable  man. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  men  who  were  recommended 
by  any  other  members  of  the  Council  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not ;  I  never  asked  the  question.     It  only  came  to 
my  ears  incidentally  that  this  man  was  recommended  in  that  way. 

Question.  Were  you  not  requested  by  General  Chamberlain  to  dis- 
charge this  body  of  men  ? 
Answer.  What  body  ? 

Question.  The  class  of  men  that  has  been  described  here,  this 
Haskell  and  State's  Prison  men. 

Ainswer.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  made  the  request  or  not,  but 


734  ALTERED  BLEOTION  RBTUBNB. 

I  did  discharge  all,  I  think,  excepting  some  twenty  or  twenly-fiye. 
In  consultation  with  General  Chamberlain,  we  thought  they  had 
better  be  discharged,  and  I  discharged  them. 

Question.  Did  jou  find  them  back  again  ? 

Answer.  In  the  morning  I  found  them  back  again,  quite  a  laige 
number.  Since  I  was  here  I  have  been  calling  to  mind.  On  the 
evening  of  January  seventh,  I  was  in  my  room  at  the  Ai|gusta 
House,  and,  about  nine  o'clock,  a  boy  came  and  brought  me  a  note 
fh>m  General  Chamberlain,  saying  there  was  great  excitement  at 
the  State  House ;  that  men  were  under  arms,  and  that  he  was 
astonished,  having  heard  me  give  the  oi'der  that  those  parties  should 
be  discharged,  that  they  were  again  here.  I  requested  some  genUe- 
man,  do  not  recollect  whether  Major  Belcher  or  some  other  member 
of  the  Staff,  to  go  to  the  State  House  and  see  what  was  up,  and  see 
whether  the  report  was  true.  They  did  so,  and  came  back  and  reported 
that  ever^'thing  was  quiet ;  there  was  nobody  here,  and  nobody  was 
under  arms,  and  had  not  been  during  the  evening,  and  that  it  was 
as  quiet,  or  more  so,  than  it  had  been  for  a  long  time.  I  supposed 
everything  remained  quiet,  but  in  the  morning  when  I  came  up,  the 
•statement  was  made  to  me  that  General  Chamberlain — 

Question.  Was  General  Chamberlain  present? 

Answer.  No ;  I  was  stating  what  was  told  me,  why  these  men 
were  here,  that  it  was  through  his  order. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know  the  fact  that  immediately  after  Gen- 
eral  Chamberlain  came  up,  the  next  morning,  that  he  insisted  that 
these  roughs  and  shoulder  hitters,  and  the  class  of  men  that  oocn- 
pied  this  building,  should  be  discharged,  and  that  the  regular  police 
from  Augusta,  people  who  were  amenable  to  the  law,  should  be  pm 
in  their  stead  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  what  occurred.  I  was 
not  in  a  position  to  know  what  was  done  or  said. 

Question.  Did  you  not  receive  that  information  from  General 
Chamberlain,  that  he  would  not  have  that  class  of  people  about  the 
State  House? 

Answer.  No ;  I  never  have  seen  him  since  the  seventh  of  Jan- 
uary. 

Question.  This  was  prior? 

Answer.  You  say  it  was  the  next  morning. 

Question.  Was  it  the  night  of  the  sixth  this  took  place? 

Answer.  No ;  it  was  the  night  of  the  seventh. 
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Question.  So  you  did  not  see  him  afterwards.      ^ 

Answer.  No ;  I  was  looking  at  his  note  to  me,  a  day  or  two  ago. 

By  Mr.  HALE: 

Question.  Now  that  these  matters  have  been  brought  out  before 
you,  take  for  instance  the  treatment  of  the  returns  which  I  sub- 
mitted to  you  in  your  first  two  days  of  the  examination,  like  the 
Fairfield  case  and  the  Hebron  case,  and  the  other  cases,  you  still 
say,  as  you  did  then,  that  you  knew  nothing  of  those  manipulations  ? 

Answer.  I  do  say  so,  most  emphatically.  I  never  heard  or  dreamed 
of  such  a  condition  of  things,  as  they  appear  now. 

Question.  I  showed  to  yon  in  each  case,  did  I  not,  the  tabulation 
accompanying? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  I  showed  you  that  the  reports  and  the  lists,  and  the 
carrying  out  on  the  margin  of  the  tabulation,  were  in  accordance 
with  what  we  found  there,  did  I  not? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  And  that  the  name  of  the  successful  candidate  was  car- 
ried out  accordingly? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  And  that  the  list  was  made  up  from  that? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  knew  nothing  of  the  treatment  of  the  return  itself, 
but  took  it  from  the  lists  made  up  ? 

Answer.  Yes.  For  instance,  take  the  Wells  case,  where  the  tabu- 
lation is  "  Josiah  A.  Stover."  Of  course,  I,  nor  any  party,  could 
have  any  knowledge,  if  I  looked  at  that  return  and  saw  it,  that  it 
was  not  made  properly.  These  returns  were  put  up  by  counties, 
and  when  we  wanted  to  look  at  a  return  we  would  turn  down  and 
find  a  particular  town  and  take  it  and  look  at  it.  Here  is  a  return 
that  says  "  Josiah  A.  Stover"  received  so  many  votes.  If  any  one 
did  not  look  at  it  particularly  and  critically  they  would  not  observe 
but  it  was  all  right ;  but  having  your  attention  called  to  the  fact  that 
the  words  were  compressed  or  drawn  nearer  together,  and  the  "  u4  " 
was  put  in,  it  was  looking  a  little  suspicious,  perhaps  then  you  would 
have  no  knowledge  but  the  Town  Clerk  put  it  in ;  you  would  not 
know  an3'thing  about  it.  Of  course  there  are  a  great  many  cases  of 
that  kind  that  might  occur,  even  if  we  had  all  sat  around  this  table 
and  looked  at  it. 

Question.  Take  for  instance,  the  Josiah  A.  Stover  case,  in  Wells. 
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The  Clerk  has  appeared  and  sworn  he  did  not  put  in  that  "ii/'  as 
was  shown,  too,  by  his  list  made  up  in  town  meeting  which  he 
showed  to  us  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  It  is  tabulated  **Jo9iah  A.  8(over." 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Which  shows  conclusively,  does  it  not,  that  the  A  was 
put  in  before  the  Council  tabulated  ?  ' 

Answer.  Precisely,  or  else  it  was  tabulated  wrong. 

Question.  The  fact  that  it  was  tabulated  '^  Josiah  A.  Stover"  and 
that  we  find  the  "^"  in  there,  interpolated,  the  two  things  together, 
show  to  an}^  man,  as  a  natural  conclusion  that  the  '^A"  was  put  in 
before  tabulating,  otherwise  they  would  have  tabulated  it  '^  Josiah 
Stover." 

Answer.  That  is  the  presumption. 

Question.  So  that  disposes  of  any  claim  that  the  ^'A"  has  been 
put  in  since  ? 

Answer.  It  disposes  of  it  to  a  certain  extent ;  but  there  would  be 
another  dilemma  come  up,  granting  it  was  put  in  since,  why  was  it 
not  tabulated  "Josiah  Stover?" 

Question.  That  is  the  answer.  If  it  had  been  put  in  since,  it 
would  have  been  tabulated  ''Josiah  Stover." 

Answer.  It  ought  to  have  been.  I  wish  to  put  that  in  as  matter 
of  excuse  if  it  is  possible  to  make ;  but  mind  you,  I  don't  make  it. 
The  only  excuse  is  that,  during  the  time  between  October  twenty- 
ninth  and  November  seventeenth,  when  these  gentlemen  were  tabu- 
lating, they  were  not  thinking  of  this  rule,  or  might  be  ignorant  of 
what  rule  should  be  adopted,  and  therefore  tabulated  it,  supposing 
it  should  be  for  "Josiah  A.  Stover,"  and  when  the  final  tabulation 
came  up,  it  was  through  carelessness  it  was  not  corrected.  I  only 
say  that  is  the  only  possible  way  to  account  for  it. 

Question.  You  are  only  testifying  as  to  a  possible  excuse  about 
what  might  have  been  done  before  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Does  not  the  fact  that  this  tabulation  was  made  accord- 
ing to  the  return  as  it  now  appears,  show  the  tabulation  has  been 
made  since  the  alteration  ? 

Answer.  It  is  a  strong  presumption  of  course. 

Question.  Take  the  Hebron  case  where  "  C"  was  changed  to 
'*  (?."     It  was  originally  "  Henry  C.  Walker"  in  the  return.     The 
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tabalation  which  I  show  jou  showed  that  the  vote  was  tabulated  for 
*' Henry  G.  Walker."  That  proves,  does  it  not,  that  the  change 
had  been  made  from  "  C"  to  *'  G^,"  before  the  Council  tabulated  it? 
Answer,  Most  assuredly  that  is  the  inference  anybody  would 
draw. 

Question.  What  reason  could  you  give  for  the  Council  tabulating . 
it  ^^ Henry  G."  if  that  change  had  not  been  made  before? 

Anstoer.  They  must  have  some  smarter  answer  than  I  can  think 
of. 

Question,  A  prophetic  ken  ? 
Afiswer,  Yes. 

Question,  So  this  claim  that  has  been  made  by  Citizen  Fogg  that 
these  alterations  have  been  made  since  this  Committee  took  the  doc- 
uments in  charge  has  no  foundation.  The  fact  that  they  are  tabu- 
lated as  they  appear  now,  shows  that  those  alterations  were  made 
before  the  tabulation  ? 

Anstoer.  That  is  my  solution. 
(Jue^ion.  You  do  not  agree  with  him? 

Answer,  I  do  not  want  to  excuse  or  justify  anything  that  is 
wrong.  As  I  told  you  the  other  day,  when  this  suggestion  was 
made,  I  went  into  the  Council  Chamber  and  said  to  them :  ^^  If 
t/iere  is  anything  about  these  returns^  where  they  have  been  substituted^ 
interfered  with  in  any  way^  any  alteration  whatever^  I  want  to  know 
U.  I  put  you  upon  your  honor  to  testify  in  regard  to  the  matter,^* 
After  making  what  inquiry  I  can  now,  I  am  frank  to  say  I  do  not 
think  there  was  anything  like  a  conspiracy  on  the  part  of  any  indi- 
viduals, that  whatever  was  done  I  must  think  was  done  by  some 
JudLas  in  the  camp. 

Question,  Have  you  any  idea  who  he  was  ? 
gnawer.  I  do  not  want  to  express  myself. 

Question,  You  do  not  think  a  great  many  were  engaged  in  this 
performance  ? 

^Twwer.  No,  sir. 

Qy^estion,  You  do  not  often  find  more  than  one  Judas? 
Answer,  No ;  I  want  to  say  one  thing  for  my  friend  Fogg, — so  h^ 
stiAll  not  have  any  greater  burden  to  bear  than  belongs  to  him, — ^that 
during  the  time  this  tabulation  was  going  on,  the  original  tabulation, 
l>etween  October  thirtieth  and  November  seventeeth,  he  was  not 
present  at  all  here  in  Augusta. 

47 
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Question.  Daring  that  eighteen  days  ? 

Answer.  During  eighteen  days  of  the  Committee  work  he  was  not 
present,  and  he  did  not  oome  to  Aagusta  till  the  same  day  I  did. 

Question.  So  if  it  was  done  before  that  you  do  not  think  he  had 
a  hand  in  it? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Will  you  tell  us  which  of  those  gentlemen  you  are  willing 
to  exonerate  ? 

Anstoer.  I  advised  Mr.  Fogg  to  come  here  to-night,  and  cjome 
before  this  Committee ;  I  told  him  I  thought  it  was  due  to  him. 

Question.  What  did  he  say? 

Anstver.  He  said  he  should  be  glad  to  testify  before  this  Com- 
mittee, but  felt  that  it  would  be  recognizing  an  illegal  Legislature. 

Question.  You  were  not  troubled  in  that  way  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  have  any  conscientious  scruples. 

Question.  Have  you  seen  that  report  of  the  interview  between 
Citizen  Fogg  and  a  correspondent  of  the  Lewiston  Journal  in  to-day's 
paper? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Q^estion.  When  did  you  see  Mr.  Fogg? 

Answer.  This  afternoon,  just  before  I  came  away,  I  met  him  at 
the  depot. 

Question.  You  do  not  think  Foster  did  this  work? 

Answer.  I  wish  you  would  not  ask  me  those  questions  ? 

Question.  You  do  not  think  our  friend  Brown,  at  Fairfield,  had 
anything  to  do  with  fixing  up  that  Fairfield  return? 

Answer.  [Witness  laughs.]  I  am  rather  inclined  to  think  some 
of  you  fellows  pasted  these  pieces  of  paper  on. 

Question.  Seriously? 

Answer.  I  have  got  nothing  to  say. 

Question.  The  Selectmen  swore  they  pasted  them  on  themselves. 
You  had  not  any  doubt  about  that  case  when  we  referred  to  it,  but 
what  there  had  been  foul  play  ? 

Answer.  If  these  were  the  returns  that  were  in  here  there  can  be 
no  doubt,  in  my  judgment. 

Question.  All  these  performances,  whatever  they  were,  by  any 
"Judas  in  the  camp,"  you  knew  nothing  about? 

Answer.  No ;  I  never  dreamed  of  such  a  thing. 

Question.  Take  the  expenditures  that  have  come  out  to-night,  and 
the  habit  of  Councillors  spending  so  much  time  in  extra  services, — 
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Fogg  visiting  the  Liquor  Agency  which  was  close  by  him ;  Monroe 
visiting  the  State  Prison  which  was  close  by  him ;  Moody  visiting 
the  Reform  School  close  by  him ; — ^is  that  new  to  yon  ? 

Anstjoer,  I  did  not  know  of  the  aggregate  amount  till  to-night.  I 
knew  in  regard  to  the  Liquor  Agency.  Last  spring  there  was  a 
great  deal  of  examination  and  investigation  of  that  matter,  trying 
to  test  the  quality  of  the  liquor.  I  went  to  attend  the  Medical 
Convention  at  Atlanta,  and  when  I  got  home,  (I  was  gone  about 
three  weeks,  I  think,)  I  found  there  had  been  a  good  deal  of  visit- 
ing the  Liquor  Agency. 

Question.  Any  liquor  when  you  came  back? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say. 

Question.  While  you  had  that  general  notion,  you  never  realized 
till  now  the  extent  of  these  things  or  the  amount  of  this  extra  work 
that  had  been  going  on  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  know  about  the  extra  work.  I  felt,  and 
always  have,  that  there  was  a  disposition  to  magnify  these  bills,  to 
make  extra  visits.  I  find  it  so  professionally.  Some  good  lady  is 
sick  and  nervous,  and  she  calls  her  Doctor,  and  is  desirous  of  having 
special  attention.  If  the  Doctor  is  governed  by  her  feelings  he  will 
make  many  visits  when  only  one  or  two  are  necessary.  I  think  that 
is  the  case  with  Public  Doctors. 

Question.  Do  you  think  the  Reform  School,  State  Prison  or  Liquor 
Agency,  insisted  on  these  visits  ? 

Answer.  Perhaps  some  peculiar  attraction. 

Question.  On  the  whole,  do  you  not  think  you  have  been  pretty 
badly  imposed  upon  by  these  gentlemen  ? 

Answer.  I  presume  they  are,  in  the  main,  as  honorable  about 
these  things  as  the  most  people,  but  the  results  of  things  often- 
times astonish  people.  I  was  not  aware  that  the  bills  for  this 
Committee  work  and  for  these  visits  amounted  to  what  they  do,  and, 
even  if  I  had  been,  I  know  of  no  means  by  which  I  could  have  pre- 
vented or  diminished  the  charges. 

Question.  You  had  to  sign  the  warrants  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Take  the  other  branch  of  the  case  ;  if  you  had  known 
and  gone  into  these  cases  that  have  been  called  to  your  attention, 
and  enforced  the  rules  as  you  understood  them,  j'ou  would  not,  as 
I  showed  you  yesterday  was  done,  apply  a  rule  one  way  when  it 
favored  a  Fusionist,  and  another  way  when  it  would  favor  a  Repub- 
lican? 
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Answer.  No,  sir. 

QxieMion,  K  you  had  known  how  these  rules  were  applied  you 
would  not  have  consented  to  grant  the  certificates  ? 

Answer,  No. 

Question.  And  the  result  would  have  been,  there  would  have  been 
no  such  Legislature  certificated  as  there  was  ? 

Answer.  I  presume  that  is  so,  assuming  that  the  .thing  is  as  it  was 
and  there  has  been  no  change  made. 

By  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Q;uestion.  Where  is  Mr.  Lancaster? 

An,swer.  In  town ;  he  keeps  a  boarding  house  just  back  of  here, 
and  some  members  of  the  Government  board  with  him,  as  he  told 
me  when  he  was  at  my  place. 

Question.  Have  you  seen  him  recently? 

Answer.  Yes,  I  have. 

Qaestion.  When? 
'ATiswer.  Within  four  weeks,  and  I  saw  him  last  night,  a  moment. 

Que^ion.  Where? 

Answer,  He  was  at  the  Augusta  House  while  we  were  at  supper. 

Question.  Was  he  at  your  room? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  asked  him  to  my  room,  for  I  wanted  to  ask  him 
about  the  disagreement  between  him  and  Greneral  Chamberlain  as  to 
the  employment  of  the  forces.  He  came  up,  and  I  had  a  few 
moments  conversation  with  him. 

Q;uestion.  In  regard  to  an  item  here  of  "  $85.00,"  from  twenty- 
eighth  of  December  to  fifth  of  January ;  what  did  John  Benson,  Jr., 
do  during  that  time  to  earn  eighty-five  dollars,  about  ten  dollars  a 
day? 

Answer.  I  think  there  is  a  mistake  about  that.  The  certificate 
was,  that  he  was  here  from  December  twenty-eighth  to  Januaiy 
seventeenth.  He  was  employed  in  the  Adjutant  General's  ofi9ce, 
connected  with  Major  Folsom. 

Q^esHon.  What  did  he  do? 

Anstver.  I  cannot  tell  you.  He  was  in  the  ofilce  as  secretary,  or 
connected  with  it. 

Question.  When  did  you  pay  him  this  amount? 

Answer.  When  I  paid  the  other  gentlemen ;  I  think  about  the 
twentieth  of  January. 

Question.  Did  he  come  to  your  place? 

Answer.  Yes. 
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QuesHon.  Did  the  others  come? 

Answer.  No.  They  sent  by  him,  I  think  aU  of  them ;  I  guess 
you  will  find  an  order  or  request. 

Question.  He  was  the  alleged  Deputy  Secretary  of  State  under 
Sawyer? 

Answer,  Was  he  ?  I  did  not  know  that ;  I  am  not  acquainted 
with  him. 

By  Mb.  HALE: 

Question.  Why  do  you  not  pay  back  that  money  you  have,  into 
the  Treasury? 

Answer.  I  have  not  been  here  till  I  came  before  the  Committee. 
I  wanted  to  get  these  bills  all  in  so  as  to  have  the  accounts  accurately 
arranged,  so  as  to  have  it  all  show.  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  pay 
it  any  time  and  have  been.  I  have  waited  for  these  gentlemen. 
Mr.  Foster  is  at  Chicago.  I  wanted  to  get  all  these  bills  in.  That 
is  the  only  reason. 


March  16,  1880,  A.  M. 
Jamks  S.  Habriman,  sworn  and  examined. 

Bt  Mr.  hale  : 

Question.  Were  you  at  home,  in  Belfast,  at  about  the  time  of  the 
adjournment  of  the  October  Term  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  in 
early  November,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  late  Attorney  General, 
William  H.  McLellan? 

Anstver.  I  am. 

Question.  Did  you  see  him  on  or  about  November  eighth,  and 
have  any  talk  with  him  in  reference  to  the  counting  out? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  Will  you  fix  the  date,  and  day  of  the  week  as  near  as 
possible  ? 

Answer.  It  was  Saturday  night,  the  eighth  of  November. 

Question.  About  the  time  of  the  adjournment  of  the  Court? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  very  soon  after. 

Question.  What  did  Mr.  McLellan  then  say  in  reference  to  the 
action  of  the  Governor  and  Council,  in  counting  out  Republicans  ? 
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Answer.  I  cannot  give  the  exact  language  of  our  conversation 
there.  He  said :  "  TFe  are  going  to  count  you  out^**  or  words  to  the 
effect.     That  is  as  near  as  I  can  give  it. 

Question.  What  reference  did  he  make  to  any  authority  or  kiw 
under  which  the  counting  out  was  to  be  done  ? 

Anstver.  He  said  the  Republicans  had  passed  a  law  in  eighteen 
hundred  and  seventy-seven,  making  the  Governor  and  CouncQ  a 
Returning  Board,  and  put  the  whole  matter  into  their  hands,  or 
something  to  that  effect. 

Question.  What  did  he  say  in  reference  to  having  seen  the  Gov- 
ernor ? 

Answer.  He  said  that  he  had  seen  the  Governor  in  the  matter^ 
and  that  he  staid  with  him  all  day,  or  something  to  that  effect,  or 
labored  with  him.     I  do  not  know  the  exact  language. 

Question.  Did  he  state  what  condition  he  left  the  Governor  in? 

Answer.  He  said  the  Governor  was  "  all  right  now,"  that  he  had 
"stiffened  him  up,"  or  "stiffened  his  back,"  or  some  expression  of 
that  kind. 

Question.  Did  he  make  any  predictions  as  to  who  would  be  Gov- 
ernor ^ 

Answer.  He  did.  He  said  that  Davis  would  not  be  Governor. 
He  did  not  make  any  prediction  as  to  who  would  be  Governor,  but 
that  Davis  would  not  be. 

Question.  Did  he  offer  to  bet? 

Answer,  He  offered  to  bet  twentj'-five  dollars  that  Davis  would 
not  be  Governor. 

Question.  Did  he  give  you  any  towns  that  were  to  be  counted  out, 
and  the  reasons  for  it? 

Answer.  He  named  Searsport,  and  gave  a  reason  why  the  vote  of 
Searsport  was  to  be  thrown  out. 

Qu£stion.  Do  you  remember  the  reason  ? 

Answer.  He  said  the  polls  were  kept  open  till  after  the  hour  when 
they  should  have  been  closed,  and  that  we  might  as  well  hold  an 
election  on  Sunday  as  to  hold  it  in  that  way,  or  something  of  that 
kind.  He  did  not  say  anything  about  the  return  not  being  sealed 
up,  in  Searsport. 

Question.  Did  he  say  anything  about  the  Belfast  case? 

Ansioer.  He  said  they  could  count  the  Doctor  out. 

Question.  Dr.  Brooks? 

Answer.  He  had  reference  to  Dr.  Brooks ;  but  he  said  he  was  not 
to  be  counted  out. 
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Qy£8tion.  Do  you  remember  of  his  mentioning  any  other  towns 
that  were  to  be  counted  out,  or  were  not  to  be  ? 

Answer.  He  ma}*  have  mentioned  other  towns,  but  I  do  not  re- 
member any  other  town,  excepting  Searsport  and  Belfast. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Belfast? 

Ansiver.  Twenty-five  years. 

QueiUion.  Business? 

Answer.  Attorney  at  law. 

Question.  You  are  well  acquainted  in  Belfast,  and  know  Mr.  Mc- 
Lellan  weU  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  known  him  upwards  of  twenty  years. 
'     Question.  Do  you  appear  here  voluntarily,  or  on  summons  of  the 
(Committee  ? 

Answer.  I  appear  upon  the  summons  of  the  Committee ;  had  no 
knowledge  or  intimation  I  was  to  appear  till  I  got  the  dispatch  from 
the  Clerk,  yesterday  morning.  F.  W.  Pote  was  present  during  a 
portion  of  the  conversation.  And  M.  T.  Marshall,  I  afterwards 
learned,  heard  the  conversation.  They  are  both  of  Belfast.  This 
conversation  was  at  Pote's  shop. 

George  F.  Harriman,  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  HALE : 

Question.  Your  profession  ? 

Answer.  Attorney  at  law. 

Question.  You  have  lived  in  Belfast  how  long? 

Answer.  Not  quite  twenty-five  years. 

Question.  Well  acquainted  with  Mr.  McLellan  ? 

Answer.  I  am. 

Question.  Members  of  the  same  profession  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  conversation  which  has  just 
been  testified  to  by  James  S.  Harriman,  which  testimony  you  have 
heard ;  and  if  so,  does  your  recollection  of  the  conversation  and  of 
Mr.  McLellan's  statements  agree  with  the  account  of  it  given  in 
James  S.  Harriman's  testimony? 

Answer.  I  was  present,  and  I  remember  the  conversation  sub- 
stantially as  he  gave  it. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  any  additional  points  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  now  call  them  to  mind. 
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March  17,  1880,  A.  M. 
Orville  D.  Baker,  avoom  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  HALE : 

Question.  Were  you  counsel  for  any  members  of  the  Legislature, 
including  House  and  Senate,  during  the  late  affairs  that  took  place 
before  the  assembling  of  the  Legislature  ? 

Answer.  I  was. 

QiLestion.  As  such  counsel,  state  whether  or  not  you  appeared, 
from  time  to  time,  before  the  Governor  and  Council? 

Answer.  I  did ;  I  did  not  appear  before  the  Governor  and  Council 
but  once  prior  to  the  day  of  the  Mandamus  hearing. 

Question.  Did  you  attempt  to  do  so? 

Answer.  I  did,  various  days,'  representing  a  lai^  number  of 
clients. 

Question.  Did  you  ask  to  see  the  returns ;  did  you  try  to  get  a 
sight  of  the  Representative  and  Senatorial  returns? 

Answer.  I  did,  repeatedly. 

Question.  Between  what  dates? 

Answer.  I  attempted  to  appear  at  various  dates  between  Novem- 
ber seventeenth  and  December  first. 

Question.  Between  those  dates,  inclusive,  were  you,  acting  as 
counsel,  permitted  to  have  access  to  or  inspection  of  any  return? 

Answer.  I  think  between  those  dates  I  was  persistently  excluded 
from  seeing  a  single  return ;  I  think  I  did  not  see  a  return  for  Sena- 
tor or  Representative  and  was  permitted  to  see  none,  till,  I  think,  the 
twelfth  of  December,  which  was  the  day  after  the  Mandamus  hear- 
ing closed. 

Question.  Were  you  prepared,  if  you  had  been  permitted  to 
inspect  the  returns,  to  present  certified  copies  of  town  records? 

Answer.  I  was  prepared,  after  very  much  labor  and  sending  into 
all  the  counties  of  the  State  as  counsel,  to  exhibit  certified  and 
sworn  to  copies  of  the  official  records,  in  probably  at  least  four  hun- 
dred of  the  towns  and  cities  of  the  State,  possibly  more  than  that — 
very  nearly  all.  I  think  it  included  every  one  in  which  there  was 
ever  any  contest,  and  a  great  many  whei*e  there  was  none. 

Question.  In  preparing  yourself  with  such  evidence,  had  you  been 
guided  solely  by  the  records  of  the  meetings  as  made  by  the  l^al 
Clerks? 

Answer.  All  the  copies  that  I  had  were  sent  for  and  returned  cer- 
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tified  and  sworn  to  as  accurate  copies  of  the  official  records  of  the 
Town  Clerk  ? 

Qv£stion,  That  applied  to  many  towns  where  the  officers  were 
members  of  the  Fasion  party  as  well  as  to  towns  where  they  were 
Republicans  ? 

Answer.  Yes.  They  were  taken  irrespective  of  party.  We  got 
every  one  that  could  be  obtained.  There  were  some  towns  where 
there  were  Fusion  officers  in  control  who  refbsed  to  give  any  certifi- 
cates or  to  allow  any  person  access  to  their  books  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  certificates.  One  case  I  remember  where  a  Fusion  Town  Clerk 
reftised  to  give  a  copy  unless  he  was  paid  twenty-five  dollars.  He 
said  he  was  advised,  I  think  by  Mr.  Fillsbury,  not  to  give  any. 
That  was  the  answer  he  returned,  so  I  was  informed. 

Question.  In  requesting  the  right  or  privilege  of  examining  the  re- 
turns, during  this  time,  before  you  were  permitted,  did  you  state  to 
the  Governor  and  Council,  or  any  member,  from  time  to  time,  what 
you  proposed  to  do,  and  that  you  were  getting  these  certified  copies 
at  large  from  the  towns,  in  order  to  compare  them  with  the  returns? 
Answer.  I  am  not  sure  whether  I  stated  to  the  Governor  and 
Council  that  I  was  getting  them,  but  I  stated  to  them  repeatedly, 
after  the  fact,  that  I  had  obtained  them  and  had  them  ready,  and 
offered  them. 

Question.  You  stated  to  them  all  you  wanted  was  to  have  an 
opportunity  to  examine  the  returns  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  stated  it  to  members  of  the  Council  individually, 
and  repeatedly  in  written  communications,  which  were  printed  as  a 
part  of  the  daily  newspaper  accounts. 

Question.  No  examination  was  allowed  to  you,  as  representing 
those  parties,  till  the  eleventh  or  twelfth  of  December? 

Ansujer.  The  eleventh  or  twelfth,  I  think  it  was  the  twelfth ;  it 
was  the  day  after  the  final  hearing  of  the  Mandamus  case  closed. 

Qtiestion.  How  soon  after  that  were  you  permitted  to  inspect  the 
returns  ? 

Answer.  I  was  there  the  twelfth,  which  I  think  was  Friday,  and  the 
thirteenth  which  was  Saturday.  I  did  not  pursue  the  matter  very 
much  Saturday,  for  the  reason  I  satisfied  my  own  mind,  from  the 
proceedings  Friday,  that  the  matter  was  pre-determined.  I  had  one 
contested  hearing  Friday.  The  hearings  were  conducted  something 
in  this  manner :  there  would  be  three  or  four  of  the  Council  in  the 
Council  Chamber ;  the  Governor  did  not  come  out  at  all,  although  I 
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sent  for  him  several  times ;  in  one  ease  I  waited  several  hours  for 
him  to  come  out ;  he  did  not  come,  but  sent  a  word  declining  to 
come,  that  he  was  busy  and  did  not  care  to.  That  was  a  case,  after 
the  certificates  were  issued,  of  Webster  and  Lisbon,  when  I  was 
asking  him  to  revise  his  opinion. 

Quention.  Confine  yourself,  please,  now  to  what  took  place 
before? 

Ansioer,  There  were  only  a  few  members  of  the  Council  present 
in  the  Council  Chamber,  and,  during  the  days  I  was  there,  the  Gov- 
ernor and  the  remainder  of  the  Councillors  would  be  in  the  Gov- 
ernor's room,  and  Mr.  Pillsbury  was  in  there  with  them,  and  they 
were  examining  and  passing  upon  the  returns.  The  hearing  out- 
side, I  satisfied  myself,  was  largely  a  show. 

QiLestion.  Did  you  succeed  in  getting  any  arrest  of  the  process  of 
counting  out  that  was  going  on  at  that  time,  which  resulted  in  cer- 
tificates being  given  to  men  who  have  since  been  declared  as  not 
elected? 

Answer.  Not  in  one  single  case  was  any  result  changed,  or  did 
any  benefit  result  from  a  hearing. 

Question.  On  what  day  did  the  notice,  which  had  been  given  that 
hearings  would  be  had,  expire? 

Answer.  On  the  thirteenth,  which  was  Saturday,  I  think. 

Q^estion.  Did  you,  after  the  thirteenth,  try  to  secure  a  hearing 
and  a  change  in  the  result  of  any  case  that  had  already  been  passed 
upon  by  the  Governor  and  Council ;  if  so,  what  case  and  when  ? 

Answer.    Yes;    I  tried,  immediately  after  the  certificates  were 
issued ;  I  cannot  state  the  date,  endeavored  to  have  a  re-hearing.  I 
went  to  the  Governor,  personally,  in  his  Room,  and  told  him  that  in 
the  Webster  and  Lisbon  cases  aflldavits  had  been  signed  by  all  six 
of  the  Selectipen  of  those  two  towns,  stating  that  they  had  indi^-id- 
ually  signed  the  returns,  each  his  own  signature,  with  his  own  hand : 
that  I  understood  both  those  towns  had  been  disfranchised,  rejected 
in  the  count,  because  it  was  alleged  the  signatures  had  not  been 
made  individually ;  that  I  was  prepared  to  refute  that,  and  show  the 
contrary,  and  asked  a  hearing.  The  Governor  said,  so  far  as  he  was 
concerned,  he  supposed  there  would  be  no  objection,  he  could  not 
say  for  his  Council.    Finally,  I  got  a  hearing,  and  asked  the  Gov- 
ernor if  he  knew  personally  about  that  matter.     He  said  he  thongbt 
my  statement  could  not  be  true  upon  it,  that  I  could  not  have  been 
rightly  informed,  because  he  said  he  had  a  letter,  or  something  of 
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the  sort,  from  one  of  the  Selectmen,  stating  the  contrary.  I  told 
him  that  my  information  seemed  to  be  very  reliable.  Finally,  I 
secured  a  hearing,  and  the  Selectmen,  all  six,  of  the  two  towns, 
came  down,  in  a  driving  snow  storm,  and  went  in  before  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Council  with  them.  I  told  them  for  what  we  had  come. 
We  waited  in  the  Council  Chamber,  I  should  think  an  hour,  possibly 
two  hours,  for  the  Governor  to  come  out  and  hear,  personally,  the 
testimony.  I  sent  in  repeated  messages  for  him  to  come  out  and 
hear  the  testimony  of  those  men,  who  had  come  for  that  special  pur- 
pose and  were  anxious  to  go  home  as  soon  as  possible.  He  did  not 
come.  I  finally,  after  waiting  a  long  time,  began  the  hearing,  and 
the  men  testified,  each  on  oath,  before  the  Council,  that  they  signed 
individually,  their  respective  signatures  Finally,  I  obtained  admis- 
sion into  the  Governor's  Room  mj'self,  and  solicited  him  again  to 
come  and  personally  hear  the  testimony  of  those  gentlemen.  He 
finally  came  out ;  staid,  I  should  think,  perhaps  three  minutes.  I 
succeeded  in  getting  the  testimony  of  three  men, —  in  asking  three 
of  the  Selectmen  out  of  the  six,  in  his  presence,  a  single  question, 
whether  they  individually  signed  the  return,  and  he  immediately 
passed  out  and  left  the  other  three  unexamined  before  him.  That 
was  all  the  hearing  I  could  obtain  before  him.  The  hearing  was 
closed. 

Question.  Did  the  testimony  show,  indisputably,  from  aU  the 
officers,  that  each  signed  his  name  ? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  each  testified  under  oath,  to  signing  his  own  name 
aud  seeing  each  of  the  other  officers  sign  his. 

Qy.e8ti(m,  Was  that  the  question  which  was  raised  and  the  defect 
which  was  alleged  to  exist  in  the  Lisbon  and  Webster  cases  ? 

Answer.  That  was  the  only  allegation  I  had  been  able  to  learn 
from  Governor  or  Council. 

Question.  After  that,  was  the  candidate  whom  you  represented, 
counted  out? 

Atiswer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  No  change  was  made  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Upon  what  ground  has  it  been  put  since  that? 

Answer.  I  think,  after  that  point  was  entirely  disproved  at  that 
hearing,  it  was  put  on  the  ground,  afterwards,  in  their  report,  that 
the  record  was  not  made  up  in  open  town  meeting.  That  is  my 
memory  now. 
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Question.  At  the  time  of  the  hearing,  when  you  were  produciog 
testunony,  was  that  point  raised  at  all  or  suggested  by  anybody? 

Answer.  The  witnesses  were  examined  by  varioas  members  of 
the  Council,  particularly  Mr.  Brown  and  Mr.  Fogg ;  and  Mr.  Fogg 
raised  that  point,  I  think,  in  his  examination ;  but  before  ooncluding 
the  hearing  I  stated  to  the  Council  that  we  were  prepared  to  offer 
evidence  to  establish  any  point  there  was  any  doubt  about,  and 
would  do  so  if  the  Council  had  doubts  upon  any  other  point.  I  told 
them  I  would  wait  a  moment  for  them  to  make  reply  and  if  they 
made  no  reply,  specifying  any  other  point,  I  should  assume  that  the 
point  of  signatures  was  the  only  one  in  controversy.  They  made 
no  answer  and  the  case  closed  on  all  points. 

Q^estion.  Are  you  aware  that,  in  the  list  made  up  for  members 
to  be  certificated  from,  William  H.  Thomas'  name  was  first  written 
in,  and  afterwards  erased,  and  Leonard  H.  Beal's  name  substituted? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  have  seen  the  tabulation.  After  the  certificates 
were  issued  I  saw  the  tabulation  and  remember  of  seeing  evidence 
of  that  change  upon  it.     I  saw  it  in  the  Secretary's  office,  I  think. 

Question.  Does  not  the  final  list  made  up  by  the  Govemm*  and 
Council  show  the  change  fh)m   Thomas  to  Bealf     [List  marked. 
*'  Exhibit  IT.,  G.  D.  B.,  Clerk  of  Committee,'^  shown  to  witness.] 

Answer.  On  the  list  now  shown  me  the  name  of  Leonard  H.  Beal 
is  the  last  one  written  in,  and  a  name  has  evidcntlv  been  written 
before  that  and  erased,  and,  with  the  aid  of  the  glass,  I  should  saj 
that  that  previous  name  was  WiUiam  B.  Thomas,  or  William 
Thomas.  I  also  solicited  a  hearing  upon  the  case  of  John  Bornham. 
firom  the  Ashland  district,  I  think. 

Question.  Previous  to  the  thirteenth? 

Ansiver.  No;  afterwards,  offering  to  show  that  the  ground  of 
counting  out  the  Republican  member  was  ground  entirely  anwar- 
ranted  in  fact ;  I  offered  to  show  that  by  witnesses ;  but  I  was  po: 
allowed  a  hearing  for  that  purpose  in  that  case. 

Question.  Were  your  requests  for  these  various  hearings  and  in- 
spections of  the  returns  proffered  in  a  courteous  manner,  in  th- 
customary  way  in  the  practice  of  law  ? 

Answer.    With  the  utmost  courtesy  that  I  knew  how  to  exhiNt 
I  never  had  but  one  interview  with  the  Governor,  I  think ;  that  wa- 
in his  Private  Room,  and  with  reference  to  the  Webster  and  LisN* 
case,  and  was  perfectly  pleasant  and  courteous  on  both  sides.     M^ 
other  applications  were  made  in  two  ways,  chiefiy  by  letter  deliren-J 
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to  the  Messenger  and  presented  to  the  Governor  and  Council. 
Those  letters  have  all  appeared  in  pablic  print,  in  the  newspapers. 
I  also  went  down  a  number  of  times,  till  I  was  satisfied  it  was  of  no 
avail,  and  sent  word  bj  the  Messenger  that  I  would  like  a  hearing 
on  one  case  and  another,  generally  specifying  which  ones,  sometimes 
general,  and  was  always  answered  that  no  returns  were  being  shown 
and  no  hearings  could  be  given  at  that  time. 

(iuesHon.  At  the  time  when  you  saw  Mr.  PiUsbury  in  the  Council 
Chamber,  was  he  then,  to  appearances,  conversing  with  and  acting 
and  conferring  with  members  of  the  CouncU  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  that  was  my  observation  of  it ;  he  was  in  the  Grov- 
emor's  private  room.  With  him,  at  this  particular  time,  were  the 
Governor,  S.  S.  Brown,  and  one  or  two  others  of  the  Council. 
They  were  engaged,  as  I  understood,  in  actually  making  up  the 
certificates  and  determining  upon  them,  while  the  remainder  of  the 
Council  were  going  through  with  the  form  of  hearing  cases  outside. 

Q^estian.  What  evidence  did  you  have,  which  presented  itself  to 
you,  that  the  Governor  and  Pillsbury  and  Brown,  were  engaged  in 
the  final  determination  of  the  cases  ? 

Answer.  I  think  I  understood  that  from  the  CouncU,  that  that 
was  one  reason  given  why  the  Governor  did  not  come  out ;  that  his 
presence  was  necessary  in  there  in  the  determination  of  the  results. 
I  think  that  was  one  of  the  reasons  stated  to  me  why  he  was  not 
present. 

Question*  You  know,  at  that  time,  that  Pillsbury  and  Councillor 
Brown  were  yv^ith  him  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  remember  of  those  two  persons  being  present  at 
that  particular  time.  I  think  Mr.  PiUsbury  was  caUed  out  of  the 
Governor's  Private  Room,  and  came  out  and  acted  as  counsel  for 
Dr.  Bradbury  of  Norway,  on  a  contested  hearing  on  December 
twelfth,  Friday,  when  I  appeared  for  Mr.  Andrews,  the  RepubUcan 
candidate.  At  first  I  asked  Dr.  Bradbury  if  he  had  any  counsel  he 
would  like  to  have  present,  and  he  said  No.  The  hearing  was  then 
begun.  I  thought  it  was  a  very  plain  case  in  favor  of  Mr.  Andrews, 
and  presented  it  on  that  idea.  As  the  hearing  progressed,  and  the 
argument  was  developed,  Mr.  Pillsbury  was  sent  for,  and  I  think  he 
came  from  the  Governor's  Private  Room,  and  from  that  time  he  acted 
as  counsel  for  Dr.  Bradbury  in  the  matter. 

Question.  You  were  not  able  to  make  any  use  of  the  attested 
copies  which  you  had  procured,  of  the  town  records,  in  any  case 
before  the  Governor  and  CouncU? 
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Answer,  I  do  not  think  I  sneceeded  in  getting  one  single  copy 
before  the  Governor  and  Council. 

Question.    Although  after  you  had  got  them  you  had  notified 
them  you  had  them  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  repeatedly. 

Question,  They  would  not  even  inspect? 

Answer,  No,  sir.  I  could  not  find  out  any  of  the  groivids  on 
which  they  proposed  to  decide  any  case.  I  made  repeated  commu- 
nications in  writing  soliciting  a  notification,  either  to  myself  or  cli- 
ents, of  the  ground  on  which  any  seat  of  my  clients  was  to  be 
contested.  By  written  and  printed  communications  to  the  Gover- 
nor and  Council  I  asked  especially  that  the  Governor  and  Council 
would  notify  us  or  our  clients,  naming  them,  if  there  were  any  afS- 
davits  or  papers  or  protests  filed  in  connection  with  returns,  as  we 
never  had  had  any  notice  or  knowledge  of  those  papers,  that  we 
might  have  an  opportunity  to  be  heard  and  meet  the  allegations. 

Question,  From  how  many  gentlemen  claiming  to  be  members  of 
the  House  or  Senate  had  you  powers  of  attorney  to  act  for  ? 

Answer,  I  think  it  was  given  at  one  time,  in  one  of  my  oommnni- 
cations,  fifty-five  Representatives  and  fourteen  Senators  elect.  It 
was  actually  something  more  than  that. 

Question,  Power  of  attorney  in  writing? 

Answer,  Yes,  and  under  seal.  We  took  pains  to  have  them  with 
considerable  formality,  because  we  did  not  know  but  it  would  be 
desirable.  Some  were  made  directly  to  ourselves  from  the  parties, 
but  as  a  rule  the}''  were  made  to  some  local  attorney','  with  power 
expressly  given  to  employ  counsel,  and  by  him  transferred  in  writ- 
ing, and  b}*^  seal,  to  us. 

Question,  When  3'ou  made  these  appearances  before  the  Governor 
and  Council,  and  requested  permission  to  inspect  the  retams  for  the 
sake  of  seeing  that  justice  was  done  to  your  clients,  did  yon  sXaU- 
your  authority  ? 

Answer,  I  did  ;  I  filed  with  a  communication  I  sent  to  the  Gov 
ernor  and  Council,  a  list  of  the  individual  parties  for  whom  w^ 
acted,  and  omitted  the  names  of  all  parties  by  whom  we  were  oci 
authorized,  under  seal,  to  act. 

Question.  Was  it  at  all  objected  to  you,  as  a  reason  j'ou  were  d*^ 
permitted  to  inspect  the  returns,  that  3'ou  were  not  connsel  for  i^ 
parties  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  heard  nothing  of  the  kind? 
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Answer,  No,  sir,  nothing  of  the  sort ;  because,  anticipating  that 
we  were  prepared  to  prove,  under  seal,  that  we  were  parties  for  all 
we  represented.  The  first  communication  sent  by  us,  which  was 
sent  November  seventeenth,  the  day  when  the  Governor  and  Coun- 
cil were  supposed  first  to  meet  on  the  subject,  we  there  assumed  to 
act  for  all  Republican  Senators  and  Representatives  elect,  by  in- 
quest of  the  Republican  State  Committee,  who  said  that  as  a  great 
many  of  the  members  were  not  and  could  not  be  here  at  that  time, 
and  their  rights  might  be  imperilled  in  their  absence,  they  thought 
it  was  our  duty  to  assume  to  act  for  them,  and  emoloj'ed  us  as 
counsel  to  do  so.  After  that  we  only  specified  the  individual  clients 
fi^a  whom  we  had  these  powers  of  attorney. 

Qwestion.  Is  there  anything  else  you  wish  to  state,  bearing  upon 
the  returns  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  there  is.  Our  written  commnications 
show  that  we  repeatedly  applied,  first,  for  an  inspection  of  the  re- 
turns, and  were  refused ;  second,  for  notice  of  the  grounds  or  any 
ground  on  which  any  one  of  our  clients  was  proposed  to  be  counted 
out,  which  we  never  obtained  directly  or  indirectly'  in  a  single  case ; 
third,  for  permission  to  receive  notice  of  any  affidavits  or  protests 
or  secret  paper  of  any  kind  afiecting  the  election  ot  any  one  of  our 
clients,  which  we  never  succeeding  in  obtaining.  So  that  we  had  no 
knowledge  whatever.  Although  representing  all  these  parties,  we 
were  left  absolutel}"  in  the  dark,  and  had  no  knowledge  of  any  points 
we  should  be  required  to  meet,  although  we  stated  our  willingness 
and  readiness  to  offer  any  evidence  and  meet  any  claims. 

By  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Question,  Is  it  not  within  your  knowledge  that  man}'  other  gentle- 
men besides  j'ourself,  who  were  personally  interested,  candidates 
themselves,  made  application  to  the  Governor  and  Council  to  obtain 
sight  of  these  returns,  in  order  to  correct  any  error,  if  any  such 
existed  ? 

Answer,  It  is  within  my  personal  knowledge  that  many  of  them 
did. 

Question .  "Were  the}'  refused? 

Answer,  They  were  refused  even  access  to  the  room  where  the 
returns  were  ;  were  refused  admission  to  the  Council  Chamber. 

Question,  Is  it  not  true  that  many  of  them  were  kept  two  or 
three  and  even  four  hours,  waiting,  without  any  excuse  being  given, 
excepting  that  they  were  not  attended  to  ? 
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Anstoer,  To  my  personal  knowledge  some  members  of  the  Senate 
and  House  waited  for  several  hours  in  the  ante-room  and  were  refused 
admission  to  the  Chamber,  although  while  they  were  waiting  for 
admission,  other  parties  on  other  kind  of  business  were  admitted, 
finished  their  business,  went  out  and  still  other  parties  went  in,  and 
finally,  in  one  ease,  while  Senators  or  Representatives,  and  I  think 
both  in  this  ease,  were  waiting,  after  various  parties  had  come  in 
and  completed  their  business  and  gone  out,  the  Council  adjcmmed 
and  passed  out  in  fh>nt  of  these  gentlemen  who  had  been  waiting 
all  the  forenoon  for  an  audience  and  had  been  denied  on  the  ground 
that  the  Council  were  doing  something. 

Question.  You  have  always  lived  in  Augusta? 

Ainswer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Practiced  law  here  for  several  years? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  the  Courts  and  before  the  Legislature? 

Answer.  I  have. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  known  an}*  year  before  this,  when 
parties  claiming  to  be  elected,  and  were  desirous  of  examining  their 
case  before  the  certificates  should  issue,  have  been  refused  admis- 
sion to  the  Council  Boom,  or  an  inspection  of  papers? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  On  the  contrary,  so  far  as  my  personal  knowl- 
edge and  information  go,  the  rule  has  invariably  been  the  reverse. 

Question.  Have  you  known  instances  where  questions  have  come 
up  and  hearings  have  been  had? 

Answer.  From  information  I  have ;  not  personal  knowledge. 

Question.  You  never  heard  of  this  rule  of  exclusion  till  this  year? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  As  a  matter  of  general  information  you  know  it  has  not 
been  applied? 

Answer.  I  do,  and  professionally ;  I  know  that  the  contrary  of 
that  rule  has  been  adopted. 


.     March  17,  1880,  A.  M. 
Albert  F.  Andrews,  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  HALE : 

Question.  You  were  one  of  the  Representatives  elect  of    the 
present  Legislature  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 
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Question.  One  of  the  counted  out? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Que^ion.  Did  you  come  to  Augusta  to  take  care  of  your  matter, 
to  inquire  into  the  cause  of  your  being  counted  out? 

Answer.  I  did,  two  or  three  times. 

Q^est^on.  At  such  times  did  you  try  to  get  access  to  the  returns 
for  the  purpose  of  examination  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  able  to  do  so? 

Answer.  I  was  not. 

Question.  Were  you  refused  by  the  Governor  and  Council? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  About  the  twelfth  of  December  did  you  see  Alfred  S. 
Kimball  of  Waterford,  Fusion  County  Attorney  of  Oxford  county? 

Answer.  I  was  in  the  ante-room  two  or  three  hours  waiting. 
While  I  was  in  there  Mr.  Kimball  came  out  of  the  Council  Room 
with  some  papers  in  his  hand,  with  his  hat  off,  and  passed  out  and 
I  thought  went  up  into  the  Library — up  that  way. 

Question.  Were  3'ou  denied  access  at  that  time? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  You  were  there  upon  the  business  of  examining  the 
returns  to  see  what  defects  there  were  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Was  Alfred  S.  Kimball  from  the  same  county  as  your- 
self? 

Answer.  Yes,  Oxford  county. 

Question.  He  was  a  Fusion  candidate  for  County  Attorney  and 
you  were  Republican  candidate  for  Representative  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  was  Kimball  in  the  Council  Chamber  at  that 
time? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say.  I  was  there  some  two  hours,  but  he  did  not 
go  in  while  I  was  there,  but  he  came  out. 

Question.  You  were  in  the  ante-room? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  There  was  a  place  in  the  ante-room  where  people 
waited  till  the  Council  chose  to  admit  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  had  copies  of  the  town  records,  and  I  desired 
so  go  before  the  Governor  and  Council  with  such  copies  in  order  to 
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see  what  defect,  if  any,  existed  in  the  returns  of  the  several  towns 
from  my  class. 

Question,  Do  you  know  that  other  gentlemen  were  here  waiting  at 
the  same  time  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Tiying  to  get  sight  of  the  returns? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  They  were  unable  to  do  so? 

Answer.  They  were. 

I 

Austin  Harris,  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  HALE : 

Question.  Residence  East  Machias  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qv^estion.  You  are  Senator  elect  of  the  present  Legislature  ? 

Answer.  I  am. 

Question.  Whether  or  not  you  came  to  Augusta,  previous  to  tiie 
session  of  the  Legislature,  in  connection  with  the  returns  from 
Washington  County? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  Who  acted  as  your  counsel? 

Answer.  H.  M.  Heath. 

Question.  At  what  time  were  you  here  ? 

Answer.  I  was  here  immediately  after  the  seventeenth  of  Novem- 
ber. 

Question.  What  was  the  occasion  of  your  coming? 

Answer.  I  came  here  with  the  expectation  and  desire  of  seeing 
the  returns  from  Washington  County,  Senatorial,  especially. 

Question.  How  long  were  you  here? 

Answer.  Three  days,  arriving  Tuesday  and  leaving  Thursday 
night. 

Question.  During  that  time  did  you  make  repeated  attempts  to 
see  the  returns  ? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  Whether  or  not  you  had  certified  copies  of  the  records 
from  the  several  Town  Clerks  ? 

Answer.  I  had  none  at  that  time. 

Question.  Were  you  able  to  get  sight  of  the  returns? 

An,swer.  No,  sir. 
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Question,  What  reason,  if  any,  was  given  why  you  should  not 
see  the  returns  i 

Aj!L9W€r,  No  reason  was  given  me  as  a  vote  of  the  Council,  but  I 
was  denied  on  the  ground  that  the  Committee  on  counting  the 
returns  did  not  wish  to  exhibit  them. 
Question.  Were  you  here  after  that? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  How  frequently  did  you  make  application  to  see  the 
returns? 

Anaujer.  I  made  one  written  application,  I  think  two.  I  made 
one  written  application  and  waited  in  the  ante-room  for  nearly  two 
hours,  I  think,  for  a  reply,— or  an  hour  and  a  half, — and  received 
none.  I  made  several  verbal  requests  of  different  members  of  the 
Council,  for  a  reply  to  my  request,  and  especially  of  Mr.  Foster. 
Qwestion.  What  reply  was  made  to  you  ? 

AnMoer,  He  told  me,  finally,  that  he  would  get,  or  thought  he 
could  give  me  access  to  the  returns  which  I  wished  to  see,  but  not 
during  the  session  of  the  Council,  and  asked  me  to  come  with  him 
to  the  State  House,  when  he  thought  he  could  show  me  the  returns. 
I  came,  and,  after  I  got  here,  I  was  refused. 

Qy,estion.  While  you  were  waiting  in  the  ante-room,  the  pleasure 
of  the  Governor  and  Council,  were  there  other  parties  who  had 
access,  and  went  in  and  out? 

Answer.    There  were,   that  went  in  and  out  of  the  Council 
Chamber 

Qiiestion.  They  knew  you  were  there  waiting? 
Answ^.  I  presume  so,  they  sent  such  word  by  the  Messenger. 
Question.  You  never  saw  the  returns  till  afl«r  the  meeting  of  the  • 
Legislature  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  Mr.  Foster  told  me  that  if  I  would  produce 
certified  copies  of  any  town  or  towns,  he  would  allow  me  or  my 
counsel  to  compare  the  return  with  the  certified  copy ;  and  certified 
copies  were  then  produced  from  the  towns  in  our  county,  and  sent 
hei-e,  but  they  were  not  permitted  to  compare  them. 
Question.  There  was  a  broken  promise  ? 
jinstoer.  So  far  as  he  was  concerned. 

Bt  Mb.  INGALLS  : 

i^e^ion.  Aft:er  the  arrangement  with  Mr.  Foster,  who  refused' 
you  permission? 

A^nsfver.  Mr.  Foster  himself.     He  made  this  agreement  with  me 
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in  the  eyening,  reqttestiiig  me  to  oome  up  tftie  next  mormng,  the 
Coancil  not  being  in  session.  I  came  up  the  next  morning.  He 
said  he  wished  to  oonsolt  with  one  or  two  other  members  <^  the 
Council.  When  he  had  counselled  witii  them  and  returned,  he  said 
he  could  not  grant  me  the  liberty. 


Mabch  17,  1880,  P.  M. 
Mabk  Harden,  noom  and  examined. 

Bt  Mr.  hale  : 

Question.  Do  you  live  in  Augusta? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  here  ? 

Answer.  I  have  lived  here  since  the  first  of  April,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  sixty-seven. 

Question.  What  office  did  you  hold  during  the  year  of  Governor 
Garcelon's  administration? 

Answer.  I  did  not  hold  any  office  known  to  the  statute. 

Question.  What  was  the  place  you  held  known  as,  or  called? 

Answer.  I  was  called  Messenger  to  the  Governor  and  Council, 
and  Clerk ;  I  acted  in  both  capacities. 

Question.  Those  duties  as  Messenger  of  Uie  Governor  and  Coun- 
*  cil  were  performed  as  the  Messenger  usually  performs  l^em,  mainly 
in  the  Capitol,  in  the  rooms  and  places  occupied  by  the  Governor 
and  Council? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Had  you  been  Messenger  to  tfie  Grovemor  and  Coancil, 
before? 

Ansu)er.  Yes,  dir. 

Question.  Where  were  you  during  the  summer  and  fall  of  eighteen 
hundred  and  seventy-nine? 

Answer.  I  was  here  in  the  city,  attending  to  my  duties  as  Messen- 
ger to  the  Governor  and  Council. 

Question.  Did  you,  in  any  way,  act  as  Clerk  for  the  Council? 

Answer.  1  did. 

Question.  Did  you  change  or  erase,  or  tamper  with,  or  alter,  in 
any  way,  any  of  the  election  returns  f<Nr  the  year  eighteen  hundred 
and  seventy-nine? 

Anstioer.  No,  sir. 
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Question,  When  did  your  duties  cease  ? 

Answer.  The  nineteenth  day  of  January. 

Question.  Did  you  destroy  any  return,  or  substitute  any  new  re- 
turn for  an  old  return,  or  in  any  way  abstract  any  return  from  its 
proper  place? 

Answer,  No. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  part  or  parcel  in  any  destruction  or 
abstraction,  or  substitution  of  any  return,  or  any  tampering  with,  or 
improperly  treating  any  return? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Wildes  P.  Walkek,  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  STROUT: 

Question.  Residence? 
Answer.  Topsham. 
Question.  What  is  your  business? 
Answer.  I  am  not  in  any  particular  business. 
Question.  You  are  acquainted  with  Governor  Garcelon? 
Answer.  I  am. 

Question.  Were  you  at  the  depot  in  Brunswick  during  September 
last ;  and  did  you  there  have  any  conversation  with  any  person  in 
relation  to  returns  ;  and,  if  so,  state  what  it  was,  and  if  you  had 
any  conversation  with  Governor  Garcelon  afterwards ;  state  what 
that  was,  using  your  own  language  and  stating  it  in  your  own 
way? 

Answer.  Sometime  in  September,  I  met  a  gentleman  in  the  depot 
at  Brunswick  who  asked  me  if  I  thought  the  old  gentleman,  referring 
to  Governor  Garcelon,  was  stiff-kneed  enough  for  the  occasion.  My 
reply  was,  he  was  stiff-kneed  enough  for  anything  and  everything 
that  was  honest  and  square,  and  I  impressed  him  with  my  convic- 
tion that  if  anything  otherwise  was  presented  to  the  Governor  that 
he  would  find  his  mistake  in  it. 

Question.  What  further  conversation  did  you  have  with  him  in 
relation  to  the  votes  or  counting  them  ? 

Afiswer.  He  said,  "  Of  course  we  should  not  ask  him  to  do  any- 
thing that  was  not  honest  and  square,"  and  he  coincided  with  me. 
He  said,  "  You  think  he  has  back  bone  enough?"  I  said  "  Certainly ^ 
under  those  conditions  I  have  named."  I  further  said  I  thought  he 
regarded  his  integrity  more  than  he  did  the  position  as  Governor. 
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Question.  What  did  you  learn  to  be  the  subject  matter  which  led 
to  the  remark  of  the  Governor  being  stiff-kneed  enough  for  Hie 
occasion  ? 

Answer.  1  naturally  inferred  it  was  in  relation  to  the  returns,  but 
no  remark  was  made  in  relation  to  them. 

Question.  Did  you  afterwards  see  Governor  Garcelon  and  repeat 
this  conversation  to  him  ? 

Answer.  Subsequently  I  saw  Governor  Garcelon, — was  in  hfe 
company, — and  related  to  him  this  conversation  with  this  gentle- 
man, and  my  reply ;  to  which  he  answered  "  You  did  well  to  say 
that  I  wouldn't  do  an  act  that  would  call  in  question  my  integrity 
or  honesty  before  my  constituents."     i 

Question.  Did  you  tell  him  who  it  was  ? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  Did  you  have  some  further  talk  with  him  about  the  re- 
turns or  matters  connected  with  the  election  ? 

Answer.  Nothing  more  than  a  general  conversation. 

Question.  Who  was  the  person  that  had  the  conversation  with  yoxx 
at  the  depot? 

Question.  With  due  respect,  I  shall  decline  to  answer. 

Question.  Why? 

Answer.  It  was  a  confidential  communication. 

Question.  Was  he  a  prominent  Democratic  politician  ? 

Answer.  He  was  a  Democrat. 

Question.  Was  he  a  prominent  politician? 

Answer.  We  all  feel  ourselves  prominent. 

Question.  You  know  what  I  mean  ? 

Answer.  He  was  a  man  somewhat  prominent. 

Question.  When  was  it  you  saw  Governor  Garcelon,  how  long 
after  this  conversation  ? 

Answer.  It  was  unmediatel}'^  after. 

Question.  Before  the  first  of  October? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  I  think  it  was  on  the  same  day ;  it  was  on  the  same 
day  or  immediately  after. 

Question.  Then  the  matter  in  relation  to  election  returns  was 
generally  talked  about? 

Answer.  Everybody  was  talking  about  them. 

Question.  You  talked  with  Governor  Garcelon  about  them  tiie 
s&me  as  3'ou  did  with  other  people  ? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  I  did  not,  neither  do  I  think  he,  had  any  idea,  at 


TESTIMONY  OF  JOHK  BEKSON,  JR.  759 

the  time  of  the  oonversation  with  me,  of  anything  being  otherwise 
than  fair  and  square  in  the  returns  to  the  Council,  or  that  they  had 
an  opportunity  of  making  them  otherwise. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  other  gentlemen  talk  in  relation  to  the 
matter  of  counting  out  or  how  it  could  be  done,  about  that  time? 

Answer.  It  is  so  very  general.  Perhaps  I  might,  and  have  no 
doubt  I  did,  but  I  cannot  recollect  any  particular  conversation. 

Question.  Did  this  gentleman  you  had  the  conversation  with  live 
in  Augusta? 

Answer.  You  better  excuse  me  from  sajdng  that. 

Question.  What  are  your  politics  ? 

Answer.  Thank  God  I  am  and  ever  have  been  a  Democrat. 


March  18,  1880,  P.  M. 
John  Benson,  Jr.,  stjoom  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  STROUT  : 

Question.  Residence? 

Answer.  Plymouth. 

Question.  Were  you  connected  in  any  capacity  with  the  State 
government  during  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine  ? 

Answer.  I  was  not,  in  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  but  in 
eighteen  hundred  and  eighty  I  was. 

Question.  Were  you  Deputy  Secretary  of  the  so-called  Fusion 
Government  ? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  conversation  with  Mr.  Parker  of  the 
Ck)uncil,  at  any  time,  in  relation  to  these  returns,  and  if  you  answer 
in  the  affirmative,  state  when,  where,  and  what  was  said? 

Answer.  I  had  some  conversation  with  Mr.  Parker  sometime  sub- 
sequent to  election,  at  the  Penobscot  Exchange  in  Bangor.  It  was 
one  morning  soon  after  he  had  returned  from  Augusta,  on  the  I^iU- 
man  train,  and  was  on  his  way  to  Presque  Isle.  He  inquired  of  me 
in  regard  to  the  return,  or  to  the  election  in  the  town  of  Dixmont.  I 
told  him  I  knew  nothing  of  it.  He  says,  "  I  knew  you  lived  in  an 
adjoining  town,  and  thought  perhaps  you  might  know  something  of 
it."  I  asked  him  what  the  trouble  was.  He  says  :  "There  is  a  little 
defect  in  the  return  of  election  in  that  town  of  Dixmont,  and  we 
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want  to  have  it  fixed.''  My  reply  was,  that  I  did  not  see  as  it  would 
do  much  good,  as  that  was  a  Republican  town.  He  said  that  by  not 
remedying  that  return,  that  other  towns  giving  Fusion  majorities 
would  have  to  be  thrown  out ;  and  he  told  me  that  the  matter  was 
left  with  Mr.  Brown  of  the  Council,  and  that  a  blank  return  would 
be  sent  to  me,  and  that  I  should,  or  would  proceed  to  Dixmoat  and 
get  a  new  return  substituted.  That  was  the  gist  of  the  conversation. 

Question.  Was  the  return  ever  sent  to  you? 

Answer,  It  never  was. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  reason  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  When  did  this  conversation  take  place? 

Answer.  It  was  some  time  subsequent  to  election ;  I  think  in  the 
early  days  of  the  session  of  the  Council  for  the  purpose  of  examin- 
ing the  returns,  perhaps  some  time  the  last  of  September ;  still,  I 
am  not  certain  about  that ;  it  was,  at  any  rate,  previous  to  the 
coming  here  of  the  Republicans  from  different  parts  of  the  State. 

Question.  It  was  previous  to  November  seventeenth? 

Answer.  Yes,  it  certainly  was.  I  do  not  recollect  what  day  they 
came,  but  it  was  previous  to  that  time. 

Question.  Was  there  anything  in  connection  with  the  counting 
out  that  called  your  attention  to  it? 

Answer.  I  thought  of  it  more  especially,  and  recollected  it  partic- 
ularly on  account  of  its  being  the  first  time  that  my  attention  was 
called  to  an3i;hing  that  looked  like  counting  out,  as  matter  of  fact. 
Of  course  I  had  heard  some  rumors  before. 

Question.  State  whether  or  not  you  know  anything  about  certain 
tabulations  that  were  brought  by  E.  C.  Moody  to  Augusta ;  and,  if 
so,  state  whether  they  were  delivered  to  you  by  any  person,  and 
what  you  did  with  them  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  the  night — ^the  day  of  the  month, — ^I 
think  it  was  some  time  in  January — the  very  last, — ^these  papers 
were  put  in  my  hands.  I  did  not  look  at  them  that  night.  I  was 
told  they  were  tabulations.  That  was  the  name  that  was  given  to 
them.  I  was  requested  to  keep  them  for  the  time  being.  I  did  so, 
and  put  them  away,  and  in  a  day  or  two  afterwards,  I  was 
approached  by  certain  parties  who  requested  me  to  give  them  up.  1 
declined  to  do  it.  Finally,  at  the  time  Mr.  Nye  told  me  a  warrant 
had  been  issued  for  my  arrest,  charging  me  with  stealing  the  tabu- 
lations; I  got  the  tabulations  out  of  Augusta,  pursued  a  certain 
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Brown  or  Fairfielil. 

Qusttion.  S.  S.  Brown? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Did  70U  carrj  them  to  his  office  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  I  did ;  Mr.  Brown  met  me  at  WaterriUe.  We  went 
from  Waterville  to  Fairfield  on  the  train  together. 

Question.  Did  he  meet  ;ou  in  ccnnectioa  with  these  returns? 

Answer.  He  met  me  in  response  to  a  telegraphic  message  which  I 
sent  him,  to  meet  me  there. 

Quettion.  Where  did  you  carry  those  tabulations? 

Anmoer.  To  Mr.  Brown's  office  in  Fturfield. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  other  papers  with  them? 

Aniiwer.  There  were  some  other  papers.  I  should  say  rough 
memcH^Ada  in  regard  to  the  figuring  up  of  the  number  of  votes  east 
{<x  Seuatore  in  certain  localities,  and  the  whole  number  of  Repre- 
sentatives and  Senators  was  figured  out  in  ditTerent  places,  in 
different  ways,  and  papers  showing  there  had  been  several  caetangs 
up  of  the  matter. 

Queatiwi.  Were  there  figures  there  in  the  hand  writing  of  Mr. 
Brown? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Of  Dr.  Parker? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say,  in  regard  to  Dr.  Parker. 

Question.  But  in  the  hand  writing  of  Brown? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  You  know  his  writing? 

Anmner.  Yes  ;  I  know  he  spoke  of  it  r^ht  there. 

Question.  Was  there  any  in  the  hand  writing  of  Mr.  Fogg? 

Answer.  No,  I  do  not  think  there  was  anything  of  that  kind  in 
regard  to  F<^g.  I  am  not  certain.  Why  I  remember  in  connection 
with  any  writing  there,  he  (Brown)  was  present  and  spoke  of  it 
himself  as  being  his  writing. 

Question.  You  were  not  sufficiently  acquunted  with  the  others  to 
know?  • 

Anim&r.  No;  I  did  not  pay  any  particular  attentioa  to  whether 
there  were  any  others. 

Question.  State  what  he  said  in  relation  to  a  disposition  of  the 
tabulations? 

Anaw^.  He  wanted  to  bum  tiiem. 


762  ALTERED  ELECTION  RETURNS. 

Q^e8t^on.  What  did  he  say? 

Answer,  He  says  "Ivnllpul  them  now  in  this  stove. ^*  I  made  the 
remark  I  guessed  he  better  not,  perhaps  that  the  time  might  come 
when  they  would  be  valuable  to  him,  and,  if  he  burned  them  up,  he 
could  not  use  them  if  he  wanted  them,  and,  if  he  never  wanted 
them,  he  could  bum  them  up  at  some  subsequent  time.  The  result 
was  he  concluded  to  carry  them  to  his  house.  He  took  a  part  at 
supper  time  and  part  when  he  went  to  his  house  for  the  night. 

Question.  What  did  he  say  in  relation  to  the  effect  of  tiiese  tabu- 
lations in  unravelling  this  counting  out  conspiracy  ? 

Answer,  I  am  not  certain  what  he  said  in  regard  to  it.  I  know 
that  he  was  very  much  pleased  when  he  received  them,  but  the  con- 
versation that  took  place  I  do  not  remember  sufficiently  well  to 
state. 

Question.  In  looking  over  these  original  tabulations  did  they  show 
the  history  of  this  transaction  of  counting  out,  how  it  was  built  up 
from  time  to  time  or  changed  and  altered  ? 

Answer.  From  the  rough  examination  I  made  of  them,  I  should 
say  that  they  did  show  it  fully. 

Question.  Did  you  state  to  Brown  there  was  a  warrant  that  was 
threatened  against  you  on  account  of  these  tabulations  ? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  What  did  he  say  about  that? 

Answer.  I  think  he  made  the  remark  that  I  must  brace  up  and 
not  give  anything  away ;  some  words  to  that  effect. 

Question.  Have  you  had  a  communication  from  F.  M.  Fogg? 

Answer.  Nothing  of  any  importance,  excepting  friendly  commu- 
nications ;  we  are  on  friendly  temis,  both  young  men,  and  formerly 
lived  in  Auburn  together. 

Question.  You  did  not  take  the  tabulations  in  the  first  instance? 

An,swer.  I  did  not. 

Question.  Whether  or  not  you  received  any  money  from  Governor 
Garcelon  during  January  last? 

Answer.  I  did,  I  think,  the  seventeenth  day  of  January*,  receive 
from  him  one  hundred  and  eighty  dollars ;  one  hundred  dollars  to 
be  paid  to  G.  W.  French,  and  eighty  dollars  to  be  paid  to  R.  W. 
Black.  I  was  told  by  certain  parties  at  the  time,  when  I  came  to 
Augusta  with  the  money,  not  to  pay  it  over,  as  it  had  been  paid  out 
illegall}',  and  that  Governor  Garcelon  would  be  obliged  to  account 
for  the  money ;    and  the  parties  to  whom  he  had  illegal!}^  paid  it. 
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would  have  to  pay  it  hack.  That  was  the  gist  of  the  convereatiOD. 
I  have  kept  it  to  this  time,  and  have  the  moQey.  I  was  told  this 
by  Major  Frank  E.  Nye. 

Question.  Whether  or  not,  yon  still  have  that  money,  and  are 
ready  to  pay  it  over  to  the  State  Treasorer  ? 

AwnoeT.  I  still  have  the  money,  and  am  ready  to  pay  it  over  to 
the  proper  person. 
Br  Mr.  SPRINGER: 

QaetAion.  You  believe  the  State  Treasurer  to  be  that  person  ? 

Anawer.  J  have  no  doubt  of  it,  as  matter  of  law. 


APPENDIX. 


AffldaTit  of  Anson  P.  Bowler,  Town  Olerk  of  Soanerville. 


[Bzhibit  '<G,"  G.  D.  6.,  Clerk  of  Committee.    See  pp.  62-87.] 

I,  Anson  B.  Bowler,  Town  Clerk  of  Somerville,  Lincoln  County, 
State  of  Maine,  hereby  certify  that  at  the  State  election,  held  in  said 
Somerville  on  the  8th  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1879,  for  the  elec- 
tion of  State  and  county  officers,  in  making  the  official  returns  of 
said  election,  returned  the  name  of  the  Senator,  Andrew  R.  G. 
Smith,  as  it  appeared  upon  all  the  ballots  cast  for  said  Smith ;  that 
said  return  was  made  up  and  signed  by  myself  and  selectmen,  in 
open  town  meeting,  and  delivered  by  myself,  in  person,  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  at  Augusta,  Maine,  on  the  ninth  day  of  said  Septem- 
ber. And  if  said  Senator's  name  appears  with  different  initial  letter 
or  letters  in  said  return,  they  were  changed  after  leaving  m}*  hands. 

Anson  B.  Bowler, 

T(yum  Clerk  of  Somerville. 

Lincoln,  ss. — December  27th,  A.  D.  1879. 

Personally  appeared,  Anson  B.  Bowler,  and  made  oath  that  the 
foregoing  affidavit,  by  him  signed,  is  true. 

Before  me, 

Albert  L.  Soulb, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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A£Qidavit8  of  J.  G.  Whitmore,  Nathaniel  Hardinsr,  John  G. 

Brown  and  Lewis  K.  Cram. 


[Affidayits  of  the  Seleotmen  and  Town  Clerk  of  New  Sharon,  Franklin  Connty, 
showing  that  the  returns  were  not  only  signed  by  eaoh  Town  Offieer  in  person  but 
were  actually  sealed  up  in  open  town  meeting.  See  page  26,  also  Gorernor  O&ree- 
Ion's  testimony,  —  pages  670,  571;  also  Councilor  Moody's  testimony,  page  470;  alao 
pages  9  and  28  of  the  so-oalled  defence  of  Gorernor  Garoelon  and  OounolL] 

I,  J.  C.  Whitmore  of  New  Sharon,  county  of  Franklin  and  State 
of  Maine,  do  solemnly  swear,  that  I  am  Town  Clerk  of  said  New 
Sharon ;  that  on  the  eighth  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1879,  in  open 
Town  Meeting,  holden  at  Lancaster  Hall  in  said  New  Sharon,  for 
the  election  of  State  and  County  Officers,  I  signed  the  several  elec- 
tion returns  for  State  and  County  Officers,  and  that  the  same  were 
sealed  in  open  town  meeting,  and  put  into  the  hands  of  Nathaniel 
Harding,  First  Selectman,  to  be  mailed  ;  that  I  made  out  and  sealed 
the  statement  of  the  vote  required  by  statute  of  Town  Clerks  in 
open  Town  Meeting  on  said  eighth  day  of  September,  and  handed 

the  same  to  said  Harding  to  be  mailed. 

J.  C.  Whttmobe. 

Franklin,  ss. — ^New  Sharon,  December  31,  1879. 

Personally  came  the  above  named  J.  C.  Whitmore  and  made  oath 
that  the  above  affidavit  by  him  subscribed  is  true. 

Before  me, 

R.  D.  Trask, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

I,  Nathaniel  Harding  of  New  Sharon,  in  the  count}'  of  Franklin 
and  State  of  Maine,  do  solemnly  swear,  that  I  am  the  First  Select- 
man of  the  town  of  New  Sharon,  that  on  the  eighth  day  of  Septem- 
ber, A.  D.,  1879,  in  open  Town  Meeting,  holden  at  Lancaster  Hall. 
in  said  New  Sharon,  for  the  election  of  State  and  County  Officers, 
I  signed  the  several  election  returns  for  State  and  County  Officers, 
and  that  I  signed  only  my  own  name  to  each  return ;  that  we  sealed 
the  returns  in  open  Town  Meeting,  and  that  I  with  my  own  hands 
mailed  said  returns  at  our  Post-office  in  said  New  Sharon,  on  the 
evening  of  the  said  eighth  day  of  September. 

Nathaniel  Harding. 
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Franklin,  ss. — ^New  Sharon,  December  31,  A.  D.,  1879. 

Personally  came  Nathaniel  Harding  and  made  oath  that  the  above 
affidavit  by  him  subscribed  is  true. 

Before  me, 

R.  D.  Trask, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

I,  John  G.  Brown,  of  New  Sharon,  county  of  Franklin,  and  State 
of  Maine,  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  am  second  Selectman  of  said 
New  Sharon,  that  on  the  eighth  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1879,  in 
open  town  meeting,  holden  at  Lancaster  Hall  in  said  New  Sharon,  for 
the  election  of  State  and  county  officers,  I  signed  the  several  elec- 
tion returns  for  said  State  and  county  officers,  and  that  I  signed 
only  my  own  name  to  each  return ;  that  we  sealed  said  returns  in 
open  town  meeting. 

John  6.  Brown. 

Franklin  ss. — New  Sharon,  Dec.  31,  1879. 

Personally  came  the  above  named  John  G.  Brown  and  made  oath 
that  the  above  affidavit  by  him  subscribed  is  true. 

Before  me, 

R.  D.  Trask, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

I,  Lewis  K.  Cram,  of  New  Sharon,  in  the  county  of  Franklin  and 
State  of  Maine,  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  am  one  of  the  Selectmen 
of  New  Sharon,  that  on  the  evening  of  the  eighth  of  September,  A. 
D.,  1879,  I  signed  the  election  returns  of  said  New  Sharon,  and 
that  I  saw  the  other  two  members  of  the  board  of  Selectmen,  viz : 
Nathaniel  Harding  and  John  G.  Brown,  sign  the  same,  and  that  I 
saw  the  Town  Clerk  seal  up  said  returns. 

•    Lewis  E.  Cram. 

Franklin  ss. — New  Sharon,  Dec.  13,  1879. 

Personally  came  Lewis  K.  Cram  and  made  oath  that  the  above 
affidavit  by  him  subscribed  is  true. 

Before  me, 

R.  D.  Trask, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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Report  of  Council  Committee  on  Elections,  in  the  Case  of 
B3rron  D.  VerriU,  Representative  firom  the  City  of  Port- 
land. 


[Exhibit  *<  A,"  G.  D.  B.,  Clerk  of  Committee.] 

STATE  OF  MAINE. 

In  Cottncil,  Dec.  13th,  1879. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Election  Returns,  to  which  was 
referred  the  election  return  of  a  special  election,  held  Nov.  24,  1879, 
for  the  choice  of  a  Representative  in  Portland  to  fill  the  supposed 
vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  Hon.  Moses  M.  Butler,  report  that 
the  return  as  it  comes  to  the  Committee  is  in  due  form,  and  that 
Byron  D.  Vemll  appears  to  have  a  plurality  of  the  votes  cast. 
But  the  Committee  do  not  deem  it  expedient  for  the  Governor  to 
issue  a  certificate,  and  recommend  that  the  matter  be  referred  to 

the  Legislature. 

E.  C.  MooDT,       )     Com. 

F.  M.  Fogg,  V       of 
Chas.  H.  Chase,  )  Elections. 

In  Council,  Dec.  13,  1879. 

Read  and  accepted  by  the  Council,  and  by  the  Governor  approved. 

Attest:  P.  A.  Sawyer, 

Deputy  Secretary  of  State. 
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The  Bumham-Cushman  Case,  in  Aroostook  County. 


[Exhibit  38,  G.  D.  B.,  Clerk  of  Oommittee.] 

Report  of  the  Council  Committee  on  Elections  in  Aroostook  County 
for  Representatives, — showing  that  the  Committee  on  Elections  re- 
ported John  Burnham  elected,  and  not  Alfred  Cushman,  and  that 
the  report  was  not  accepted  bj  the  Grovemor  and  Council.  See 
page  27. 


STATE  OF  MAINE. 

In  Council,  December,  10,  1879. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Election  Returns,  to  which  was  re- 
ferred the  Election  Returns  from  Aroostook  County  for  Representa- 
tives to  the  Legislature,  for  that  County,  report  that  the  following 
named  persons  appear  by  said  returns  to  have  been  elected  Repre- 
sentatives to  the  Legislature  from  the  several  Districts  of  said 
County  of  Aroostook,  as  follows : 

District  No.  7.  Hodgdon  and  other  towns,  John  H.  Brown, 
Haynesville. 

District  No.  8.  Houlton  and  other  towns,  Cynis  M.  Powers, 
Houlton. 

District  No,  9.  Presque  Isle  and  other  towns,  Joel  Howard, 
Westfield  Plantation. 

DISTRICT  No.  10.  SHERMAN  AND  OTHER  TOWNS, 
JOHN  BURNHAM,    SHERMAN. 

District  No.  11.  Fort  Fairfield  and  other  towns,  Washington 
Long,  Fort  Fairfield. 

District  No.  12.  Van  Buren  and  towns,  John  B.  Farrell,  Van 
Buren  Plantation. 

District  No.  13.  Fort  Kent  and  other  towns,  William  Dickey, 
Fort  Kent. 

They  also  report  that  the  votes  and  the  return  from  No.  11,  R.  I.    ' 
Plantation  cannot  legally  be  counted,  inasmuch  as  the  law  requiring 

49  . 


770  ALTBRBD  BLBCTION  RBTURN8. 

a  list  of  the  voters  to  be  returned  to  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State 

in  August  of  each  j'ear,  from  Plantations,  has  not  been  complied 

with. 

Which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

E.  C.  Moody,  Chairman, 


In  Council, 18  . 

Read  and  accepted  by  the  Conncil  and  by  the  Grovemor  approved. 

Attest:  

Secretary  of  SUUe, 


The  Henry  Q.  Walker  Case,  in  Oxford  County. 


[Gommnnioation  in  Oxford  Democrat,  in  its  iime  of  December  16,  1879,  giring 
result  of  Mr.  Farrington's  examination  of  Oxford  County  returns,  made  by  him  Deoem- 
ber  8th.    See  Farrington's  testimony,  page  139.] 

Oxford  County  Returns. 

Hon.  E.  C.  Farrington  of  Fryeburg,  gave  the  returns  for  county 
officers  from  Oxford  County,  a  careful  examination  Monday  evening, 
at  the  Council  Chamber.  He  finds  errors  that  if  nof  corrected  by 
the  Council,  will  elect  the  whole  board  of  Republican  county  officers. 
The  town  clerks  of  Buckfield  and  Brownfield  omit  to  state  in  the 
returns  the  name  of  the  town  from  which  they  came.  The  town  of 
Hebron  gives  Henry  C.  Walker,  candidate  for  Commissioner, 
seventy-two  votes,  instead  of  Henry  G.  Walker. 
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Oommunioation   of  O.  B.  Bounds  to  the  Qovemor  and 
Council,  askingr  permission  to  examine  Returns. 


[Bxhibit  11,  G.  D.  B.,  Clerk  of  Committee.     See  pp.  266-278,  279.] 

Augusta,  Me.,  December  3,  1879. 

To  the  Honorable^  the  Governor  and  Council 

of  the  State  of  Maine : 

Your  Honorable  Board  has  repeatedly,  and  now  formally  declined 
to  permit  any  Republican  Senators  or  Representatives  elect  to  see 
the  returns  affecting  him.  Your  ground  for  this  refbsal  is  understood 
to  be  your  conclusion  formally  expressed  by  His  Excellency  the  Gov- 
ernor, that  you  have  no  Constitutional  power  to  make  corrections  in 
the  returns  in  any  instance.  . 

I  now  offer  on  behalf  of  the  Republican  Senators  elect  from  Wash- 
ington, if  your  Honorable  Board  will  open  the  subject  for  investiga- 
tion, to  prove  that  in  the  case  of  returns  from  Democratic  towns  for 
Senators  and  Representatives  there  have  been  changes  made ;  that 
these  changes  were  made  to  supply  defects  discovered  by  the  sun*ep- 
titious  and  premature  opening  of  returns,  and  that  they  must  involve 
in  some  form  the  collusion  or  connivance  of  persons  connected  with 
the  State  Government. 

And  in  the  facts  which  I  think  are  susceptible  of  proof,  will  be 
found  the  basis  of  that  boast  so  widely  made  by  certain  persons, 
that  the  returns  from  Democratic  towns  are  all  correct,  and  that 
errors  and  omissions  are  found  only  in  the  returns  from  Republican 
towns. 

I  shall  subject  your  Honorable  Board,  if  you  will  order  the  inves- 
tigation, to  very  little  trouble,  and  to  an  expense  so  trifling  that  if 
you  have  no  appropriation  applicable  to  this  end  of  justice,  I  will 
supply  the  necessary  funds. 

The  witnesses  I  shall  desire  to  have  summoned  are  principally 
persons  connected  with  the  State  Government,  ofl9cers  in  Demo- 
cratic towns,  and  a  few  others  who  have  competent  knowledge  on 
which  to  testify. 
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Assuming  that  your  Honorable  Board  will  gladly  unite  with  me, 
and  with  all  others  who  can  aid  in  discovering  and  exposing  a 
nefarious  plot  to  thwart  the  expressed  will  of  the  people  at  the  late 
election,  I  await  your  commands. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  B.  Bounds, 

County  Attorney  of  Washington, 
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Order  of  Governor  Oarcelon  upon  which  Q«n.  Chamberlain 

took  possession  of  the  Capitol. 


STATE  OF  MAINE. 

Adjutant  General's  Office 
Augusta,  January  5 

Special  Orders  No.  45 : 


FICE,        ) 

,  1880. j 


Major  General  J.  L.  Chamberlain  is  hereby  authorized  and 
directed  to  protect  the  public  property  and  Institutions  of  the  State, 
until  my  successor  is  duly  qualified. 

ALONZO  GAECELON,  Oovemor. 

S.  D.  Leavitt,  AdjvtanJt  General. 

Official :  Frank  E.  Nte,  Major,  and  A.  A.  G. 


.V 
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Oopy  of  Letter  sent  to  Gk>vemor  Oaroelon  and  Gouncilt 

except  Moody  and  Parker. 


[Exhibit  «37/'  G.  D.  B.,  Clerk  of  Committee.   See  Bisbee's  teatimony,  pp.  49,  50.] 

Augusta,  March  4,  1880. 

Sir: — ^I  am  directed  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  the  Committee  on 
Investigation  into  Election  Returns  and  Expenditure  and  Appropria- 
tion of  Public  Moneys,  to  inform  you  that  the  Committee  has 
investigated  into  and  taken  testimony  upon  the  subject  matter  com- 
mitted to  it  by  the  Legislature,  including  the  acts  of  the  Governor 
and  Council  upon  said  election  returns  and  the  appropriation  of 
public  moneys  under  their  control,  and  that  an  opportunity  will  be 
offered  for  you  to  appear  before  said  Committee  on  Monday,  the 
eighth  day  of  March,  inst.,  at  the  Capitol  in  Augusta,  to  testify 
and  make  explanation  upon  the  matters  before  said  Committee. 
Parties  appearing  before  the  Committee  will  be  allowed  the  usual 
fees  for  travel  and  attendance. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

George  D.  Bisbee, 

Clerk  of  the  Committee, 


Cotmoillor  Foster's  fieply  to  Letter  marked  Exhibit  37. 


[Bihlbit  U,  a.  D.  B.,  Oltrk  of  CommiUM.    S««  p&ga  37.] 

Chicago,  March  10,  1880. 
Geoboe  D.  Bisbee,  Esq.,  Clerk. 

Dear  Sir : — I  am  just  in  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  4th,  informing 
me  that  by  "a  unanimous  vote  of  the  Committee  on  Investigation 
into  Election  Eetiiros,  and  Expenditure  and  Appropriation  of  Pub- 
lic Moneys — that  an  opportunity  will  be  offered  me  to  appear  before 
said  Committee,  on  Monday  the  eighth  day  of  March,  inst.,  at  the 
Capitol  in  Augusta,  to  testify  and  make  explanation  upon  the  mat- 
ters before  said  Conmiittee." 

I  regret  that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  avail  myself  of  the  privi- 
lege BO  kindly  offered.     Allow  me  to  express  my  thanks  to  you  and 
through  you  to  the  Committee  for  the  courtesy  extended. 
Very  respectftiUy  yours, 

J.  B.  Foster. 
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Counoillor  Fo^^b  Reply  to  Invitation  of  Clerk  of  Oommittee 
to  Appear  and  Testify  before  Committee. 

[Exhibit  S9,  0.  D.  B.^  Clerk  of  Committes.    S«g  pp.  49, 50.] 

AuBDBN,  Me.,  March  9,  1880. 
George  D.  Bisbee,  Esq.,  Augusta,  Maine. 

Sir: — Your  communication  stating  that  the  Committee  on  Elec- 
tion Returns  and  Expenditures,  had  (Hrcct«d  you  by  an  unaaimous 
vote,  to  inform  me  that  they  had  investigated  the  acts  of  the  late 
Governor  and  Council  on  Election  Returns,  and  that  an  opportuDitj 
will  be  offered  me  to  appear  before  the  Committee  on  Monday, 
March  8th,  to  testify,  did  not  reach  me  till  a  lat«  hour  of  that  day. 
Had  you  desired  my  presence  you  should  have  given  me  timely  no- 
tice. I  am  left,  therefore,  to  conclude  that  the  communication  is  a 
mere  matter  of  form,  not  intended  to  reach  me  in  season  to  make  it 
possible  for  me  to  attend. 

But  this  caution  was  wholly  unnecessary,  for,  under  no  circum- 
stances  would  I  treat  any  communication  eminating  fh>m  a  Committee 
of  a  bogus  and  revolutionary  body,  such  as  that  is  now  assembling 
in  the  State  House  at  Augusta,  with  anything  save  supreme  con- 
tempt. I  would  no  more  recognize  the  validity  of  the  pretended 
State  government  by  any  act  of  mine,  than  I  would  have  recognized 
that  of  the  Southern  Confederacy  during  the  lat«  war.  JefferscHi 
Davis  was  no  more  rebel  to  the  general  government  then,  than  the 
other  Davis  is  to  the  legal  government  of  the  State,  now.  A  com- 
pany of  Grant's  Louisiana  Carpet  Baggers  might  come  into  the 
State  and  set  up  a  government  that  would  be  as  good  as  the  one 
your  Committee  represents.  I  am  a  loyal  citizen  of  the  State  of 
Maine — a  staunch  defender  of  the  Constitution.  I  am  not  willing 
to  allow  that  treason  has  succeeded,  but  am  ready  to  meet  it  as  the 
loyal  North  met  it  in  '61. 

The  leoral  Leorislature.  whose  Committee  I  shall  feel  honored  to 
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and  the  precedents  of  the  Republicans  for  many  years)  appeared  to 
be  elected  to  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  delivered 
to  that  Legislature  all  the  returns  and  an  official  report  of  the  result 
of  their  canvass.  It  is  their  province  to  determine  who  were  really 
elected,  as  provided  by  the  Constitution  that  they  shall  do,  as  the 
final  arbitrators  of  its  membership,  confirming,  amending  or  revers- 
ing the  action  of  the  Governor  and  Council,  as  they  shall  find  it 
necessary  to  do,  by  their  wider  latitude  of  action,  and  for  taking 
testimony,  to  secure  justice  to  the  electors  of  the  State,  and  to  carry 
out  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution. 

The  returns  and  report  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Election 
Committee  of  the  legal  Legislature.  That  Committee  is  the  only 
committee  which  has  any  right  to  inquire  into  the  acts  of  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Council,  and  that  Legislature  the  only  Legislature  that 
can  pass  upon  them.  Until  that  Legislature  reverses  the  decisions 
of  the  Governor  and  Council,  they  will  stand  impregnable  and 
unchallenged,  as  the  Constitutional  acts  of  a  legally  elected  State 
executive.  Whatever  acts  your  rebel  Committee  of  a  rebel  Legisla- 
ture may  perform,  will  not  amount  to  a  bunch  of  feathers  in  a  gale 
of  wind,  when  that  gale  shall  come  to  them,  as  come  it  will. 

There  is,  then,  a  remedy  provided  by  the  Constitution  for  doing 
injustice  that  may  result  from  the  action  of  the  Governor  and  Coun- 
cil as  canvassers  of  the  election  returns,  whether  wilfull  or  other- 
wise through  the  limitations  of  the  Constitution ;  and  that  remedy 
is  not  the  Supreme  Court ;  but  the  Supreme  Court  usurped  this  con- 
stitutional right,  and  becoming  for  the  time  a  dictatorship  assumed 
the  prerogatives  of  the  other  two  co-equal  departments  of  the  gov- 
emnient,  and  presumed  to  dictate  who  was,  and  who  was  not, 
elected  to  the  Legislature,  instead  of  giving  their  advice  within  the 
limits  of  the  powers  conferred  on  them  by  the  Constitution. 

The  mob  which  you  represent,  took  advantage  of  this  dictatorial 
usurpation,  and,  by  military  force  and  the  treachery  of  its  Com- 
manders, took  and  held  forcible  possession  of  the  State  House,  and 
driving  out  the  legal  Legislature,  installed  themselves  in  its  place. 
This  is  revolution ;  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  so  characterize  it,  and 
those  who  have  done  it  are  revolutionists ;  and  I  am  not  afraid  to 
call  them  by  their  proper  names.     The  usurpations  of  the- Court  are 
all  your  revolutionary  body  have  to  stand  upon.     It  has  not  got  a 
single  Constitutional  prerequisite  or  qualification.     The  organic  law 
of  Maine  provides  that  the  Legislature  shall  meet  the  first  Wednes- 
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day  in  Januar}\  The  legal  Legislatare  did  so  meet.  The  body 
which  you  represent  met  on  the  12th  of  January.  That  was  a  revo- 
lutionary gathering.  That  law  provides  that,  pending  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Legislature,  it  shall  adjourn  from  day  to  day.  The  legal 
Legislature  did  so  adjourn.  The  body  which  you  represent  adjourned 
for  seven  days.  This  was  a  revolutionary  action.  That  law  pro- 
vides that  members  of  the  Legislature  shall  take  and  subscribe  an 
oath  of  office  before  the  Governor  and  Council.  The  legal  Legisla- 
ture did  all  this.  The  body  which  you  represent  refused  to  do  so. 
It  is  therefore  a  revolutionary  body.  That  law  and  the  statutes  en- 
acted, under  it,  provide  that  the  names  of  members  who  take  part 
in  the  organization  of  the  Legislature  shall  be  on  the  certified  roll 
made  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  have  certificates  from  the  Gov- 
ernor. The  legal  Legislature  had  these  certificates  of  election  and 
such  a  roll,  and  its  members'  names  are  on  the  roll.  The  body  which 
3'ou  represent  has  no  such  roll  or  cei*tificates.  It  is,  therefore,  an 
illegal  and  revolutionary  body. 

From  whence  comes  the  authority,  then,  by  which  your  Conunit- 
tee  presumes  to  summon  loyal  citizens  to  testify  before  them?  They 
have  no  authority  save  that  derived  from  revolutionary  acts,  as 
stated  above.  But  they  want  to  temper  their  usurpation  by  assum- 
ing a  degree  of  fairness  they  do  not  possess,  so  as  to  entrap  the  un- 
wary into  recognizing  them,  and  secure  testimony  to  garble  and 
peddle  out  through  their  sycophantic  press  to  poison  the  (teople 
against  the  legal  Legislature,  and  manufacture  political  bunoombe 
for  the  Presidential  canvass.  In  my  estimation  whoever  obeys  any 
summons  they  may  issue,  recognizes  the  success  of  the  revolution 
in  the  State,  and  yields  to  it.  Besides,  j-our  Conmiittee,  not  having 
taken  the  Constitutional  oath,  cannot  administer  one.  No  one  going 
before  it  feels  any  responsibility.  Anybody  who  will  lie  at  all  any- 
where, will  not  hesitate  to  give  false  testimony  to  your  Committer 
under  any  oath  they  can  administer.  Witness  Wallace  R.  White, 
for  example. 

Moreover,  what  security  could  I  expect  from  a  Conmiittee  confed- 
erated with  a  set  of  rascals  who  stole  mj''  private  correspondence, 
and  who  had  the  cheek  to  proclaim  their  rascality  by  publishing  some 
of  it.  Guilt  usually  cloaks  itself ;  hides;  creeps;  crawls,  in  the 
daik ;  but  these  men  seem  to  think  the  people  of  Maine  have  been 
so  hardened  under  Republican  rule  that  they  will  applaud  this  vil- 
lain}'.   Yet  they  ma^^  be  mistaken.     If  there  is  as  much  loyalty  left 
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in  the  State  of  Maine,  as  I  believe  there  is,  the  revolutionists  will 
get  their  just  deserts. 

When  a  revolutionary  mob  takes  forcible  possession  of  the  State 
Capitol,  shuts  out  the  legal  Legislature,  and  attempts  to  exercise 
authority  over  peaceable,  law-abiding  citizens,  they  challenge  the 
patriotism  of  the  State — ^the  loyal  citizens, — to  the  rescue.  And 
when  such  a  mob  plants  itself  in  the  State  House,  behind  a  wall  of 
muskets  and  gatling  guns,  that  patriotism  of  those  loyal  citizens 
ought  to  meet  them  with  bayonets  and  cannon.  For  one,  I  am 
ready  to  do  so.  And  this  is  the  only  testimony  I  am  willing  to  give 
to  your  Committee  or  the  revolutionary  body  which  it  represents, — 
testimony  of  my  loyalty  to  the  Constitution  and  the  laws. 

With  respect  for  the  legal  government  of  my  State,  and  the  sen- 
timents that  a  loyal  citizen  ought  to  have  for  a  rebel  government, 

I  am,  sir,  F.  M.  Fogg. 


780  ALTERED  SLBCTION  BBTURNS. 


Affidavit  of  P.  A.  Sawyer. 


[See  Expert  Holt's  testimony,  pp.  457-464.     Also,  Exhibit  35,  p.  20,  Perkins  PUnta- 

tion.] 

Augusta,  Me.,  March  19,  1880. 

Having  seen  and  read  the  testimony  of  W.  C.  Holt,  expert  wit- 
ness, before  the  Hale  Investigating  Committee,  so-called,  regarding 
the  alleged  forgeries  in  Election  Return  fix>m  Perkins  Plantation, 
also  the  remarks  of  the  Committee  in  connection  with  the  same,  I 
have  applied  to,  and  asked  permission  of  said  Committee,  to  appear 
before  them  and  testify  fully  and  freely. 

Such  request  the  Committee  inform  me  they  are  unable  to  comply 
with  at  present. 

I  say  that  I  never  wrote  a  word,  letter,  or  figure,  upon  said  return, 
nor  upon  any  other  return,  nor  ever  procured  or  advised  such  a  thing 
to  be  done  in  any  instance  or  respect  whatever. 

P.  A.  Sawyer. 

STATE  OF  MAINE. 
Kennebec  County,  ss. 

Personally  appeared  the  above  named  P.  A.  Sawyer,  and  made 
oath  that  the  foregoing  statement  by  him  signed  is  true. 

E.    S.    MOBRIS, 

*  

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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Letter  of  Councillor  Foster  to  Governor  Garcelon,  propos- 
ing a  Oompromise. 


Chicago,  December  23,  1879. 
Dear  Governor: 

I  have  just  arrived  here,  10  A.  M.  I  find  the  political  situation 
in  Maine  is  the  prevailing  topic  of  conversation  everywhere.  The 
action  of  the  Governor  and  Council  is  generally  misjudged,  every 
one  getting  their  idea  of  the  matter  from  the  Associated  Press  dis- 
patches. I  regret  to  say  that  I  am  afraid  that  we  are  not  fidly  sus- 
tained, even  by  the  Democrats ;  and  only  two  parties  seem  to  be 
recognized,  viz :  Republicans  and  Democrats.  The  position  we 
assume,  and  know  to  be  rights  that  the  Governor  and  Council  act  in 
the  matter  of  canvassing  the  returns,  as  a  judicial  body  and  have 
not  equity  powers^  is  not  ftilly  understood.  It  is  rather  supposed  by 
people  generally,  that  it  is  simply  ministerial,  or  clerical.  It  must 
be  admitted  that  as  a  party  we  are  in  an  unpleasant  position.  I  am 
afield  that  unless  some  compromise  is  made,  that  we  shall  suffer 
next  year. 

The  way  out  of  the  dilemma  honorable  to  us  as  a  party,  and  es- 
pecially to  the  Governor  and  Council,  is  a  question  which  has  been 
constantly  upon  my  mind  since  I  saw  you  on  Saturday. 

I  assume,  and  fully  believe  that  our  action  as  Governor  and  Coun- 
cil must  be  sustained  by  law ;  that  the  position  we  have  taken  of 
what  our  duties  are,  is  the  correct  one,  and  the  only  safe  one  to  be 
followed ;  and  that  those  who  condemn  us  now  will  hereafter  approve 
our  course,  and  strictly  adopt  it^  in  the  matter  of  treating  the  re- 
turns. It  win* have  the  effect  to  educate  the  people  to  the  impor- 
tance of  making  legal  returns. 

But  we  say  the  Legislature  have  full  equity  power ^  and  that  they 
can  exercise  it  without  reflecting  in  the  least  upon  our  action. 

We  fully  understand  (if  we  do  not  take  into  account  the  frauds 
which  are  said  to  have  been  committed  in  the  election) ,  that  the 
Republicans  would  have  had  the  oi-ganization  of  the  Legislature  if 
the  returns  had  been  legal.  That  equity  gives  them  the  advantage. 
Would  it  not  be  right,  and  also  politic,  looking  to  the  ftiture  of 
the  party,  for  the  Legislature  to  exercise  that  power  which  we  did 
not  possess,  and  deal  equitably? 
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This,  then,  in  brief,  is  what  I  would  suggest,  viz :  Let  those  to 
whom  the  Governor  and  Council  have  issued  certificates  take  their 
seats  and  organize  the  Legislature,  bj  electing  as  President  of  the 
Senate  whoever  the  Republicans  nominate.  Let  them  have  the 
minor  offices  of  the  Senate.  Let  the  opposition  have  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  House.  Let  Mr.  Davis'  name  be  one  of  two  that  shall 
be  sent  up  to  the  Senate,  for  the  candidate  for  Governor,  and  1^ 
the  Senate  elect  Mr.  Davis.  Give  three  of  the  seven  councillors  to 
the  Republicans,  and  divide  the  State  offices  as  nearly  equal  between 
the  parties  as  possible.  Let  the  Representatives  of  the  cities  which 
were  deprived  of  their  seats  by  the  illegality  of  their  returns,  be 
admitted ;  and  let  the  Committees  be  made  up  of  the  best  men  of 
both  parties,  with  reference  to  the  important  business  of  the  State, 
and  not  to  politics.  In  following  substantially  this  plan,  we  will  go 
to  the  people  next  year,  and  I  believe  receive  their  verdict  of 
i^proval. 

I  assume,  of  course,  that  the  Legislature  would  carry  out  such  a 
programme  if  requested  by  the  opposition  candidates  for  Governor. 
I  have  no  doubt  they  would  do  so.  At  any  rate,  so  far  as  the  office 
of  Governor  is  concerned,  it  is  in  the  hands  of  the  opposing  candi- 
dates. If  you  and  Major  Smith,  and  Mr.  Bradbury,  should  concur 
in  the  views  expressed,  you  could  of  course  compel  such  a  result. 
Without  some  compromise,  I  see  before  the  opposition  an  over- 
whelming defeat  next  year.  It  seems  to  me  some  such  compromise 
as  I  suggest  must  be  regarded  as  honorable ;  and  in  view  of  the  hn- 
portant  business  to  be  transacted  by  the  Legislature  the  cooung 
winter,  it  is  of  great  importance. 

I  hope  you  will  not  consider  me  as  imposing  my  views  upon  you, 
but  receive  what  I  have  said  as  prompted  on  my  part  by  an  honest 
desire  to  get  out  of  our  difficulty  in  an  honorable  way. 

Very  truly  yours. 


J.  B.  Foster. 


My  daughter  is  very  sick,  I  am  sorry 'to  say. 
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Cost  of  TabulatinfiT  Eleotion  Returns, 

HOT  IHOLUOXVO  PIB  DIEM  AHD  TBAY£L  OF  MEMBBBI  WHBH  IK  BEGULAB  BE88I0N. 


Not.  19. 
Deo.  2. 
Deo.  18. 
Not.  21. 
Dec.  13. 
Not.  18. 
Dec.  1. 
Not.  18. 
Dec.  2. 
Dec.  13. 
Dec.  24. 
Deo.  13. 
Dec.  24. 
Dec.  24. 
Doo.  24. 
Dec.  10. 
Not.  21. 
Dec.  24. 


Charles  H.  Chase  was  paid $59  50 

Charles  H.  Chase  «         8160 

Charles  11.  Chase      "        for  Clerk  hire 125  00 

P.  M.  Fogg  "         67  00 

F.M.Fogg  "         39  00 

B.C.Mood7  "         74  00 

B.  C.  Moodj  "         11  60 

S.8.  Brown  *'        for  Committee  work 7186 

S.  8.  Brown  **             "               "          19  40 

8.  8.  Brown  "             "               "          13  20 

S.  8.  Brown  "             "               "           44  00 

H.H.Monroe  "             "               "          44  00 

H.H.Monroe  «             **               "          44  00 

Charles  H.  Chase  «             '*               "          44  00 

F.M.Fogg  "             "               "          44  00 

F.G.Parker  "             "               "          70  00 

J.B.Foster  «'             "               "          45  00 

H.  M.  Pishon  <*        as  Clerk 25  00 


$857  46 


1 
RECAPITULATION. 

Chase 260  00 

Fogg 150  00 

Moody. 86  00 

Brown 148  45 

Monroe 74  00 

Parker 70  00 

Foster 45  00 

Pishon 25  00 


$857  45 
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Expenses  of  Councillors  in  Investigatiner  State  liiqnor 

Agency. 


CHAS.  H.  CHASE. 

May  20,  1879.    4  days $22  00 

FRANK  M.  FOGG. 

April  24,  1879.    3  days  (April  21,  22,  23) $24  00 

To  Boston  for  expert 10  00 

May  23,  1879.     4  days 29  00 

$63  00 
E.  C.  MOODY. 

May  20.     1  day  (May  2nd) $11  40 

H.  H.  MONROE. 

April  24,  1879.     3  days  (April  21,  22,  23) .' $25  50 

Cashpd.  H.  M.  Hunt  (expert) 32  00 

"      "  F.  J.RoUins 100 

$58  50 
F.  G.  PARKER. 

April  24,  1879.    3  days  (April  21,  22,  23) $24  00 

Cost  of  Inyxstigating  Statb  Liquob  Agehct. 

Charles  H.  Chase $22  00 

Frank  M.Fogg 63  00 

B.  C.  Moody 11  40 

H.  H.  Monroe 58  50 

F.  G.Parker 24  00 

$178  90 
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Oouncillora  whQ  drew  per  cUem  aad  ed^penses  for  Oommit- 
tee  work,  at  the  same  time  drawing  per  diem  and  travel 
for  attendance  on  sessions  of  the  Council,  with  dates  of 
said  service. 


S.  S.  BrowDp  Jan.  16,  17,  IS— Viiitlag  W.  Kormal  School.    April  21,  22,  23_Vi8iting 
State  Liquor  Agencj. 

Charles  H.  Chase,  April  21,  22,  23— Visiting  Reform  School  and  State  Liqnor  Agencj. 

F.  M.  Fogg,  Jan.  16,  17,  18— Visiting  W.  Normal  School.  AprU  21,  22,  23— Visiting 
State  Liquor  Agencj. 

H.  H.  Monroe,  April  21,  22,  23— Visiting  State  Liqnor  Agencj. 

F.  G.  Parker,  April  21,  22,  23— Visiting  State  Liqnor  Agencj.   Dec,  1879,  Commit- 
work,  for  which  he  receiYcd  $70.00. 
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Ck>py  of  Beoeipt  taken  by  Oounoillor  Moody  when  he  ffave 
up  the  Custody  of  the  Election  Returns  to  Councillor 
Wogg. 

[See  testimonj  of  Edward  C.  Moody,  pp.  476,  499.] 


STATE  OF  MAINE. 

[Coat  of  Arms.]  Council  Chakber, 

Augusta,  Nov.  21,  1879. 

Received  of  E.  C.  Moody,  keys  to  the  receptacle  containing  the 
Legislative  Election  Returns. 

(Signed)  F.  M.  Fogg. 
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pany at  the  State  House 702 


INDEX.  798 

PAflB. 

Bmgdon,  Oliyer  P.,  Gouldsborough,  name  first  written  in  Hat  of  RepresentatiTes 

and  then  erased,  and  James  Flje,  Fusionist,  substituted,    11,  17 

name  altered  to  Olirer  **B."  Bragdon .16,  17,  857,  368,  359 

referred  to  by  Sumner  J.  Chadboume 5j 

James  S.  Rowe.  ...^ &4 

Samuel  W.  Libby 356,357 

Edward  C.  Moody 479,480,  481,505 

Alonso  Garoeion .••• 543,  544 

counted  out 479,  480,  543 

Brooks,  Dr.,  of  Belfast,  referred  to  by  Attorney  General  MoLellan 742 

Brown,  Simon  B.,  Gouncillor,  with  John  B.  Foster,  Councillor,  added  to  the 

Gounoil  Oommittee  on  Election  Returns 8,  9 

referred  to  in  oonneotion  with  Senatorial  Return  fh)m  Jones- 
borough... 12,  13 

informed  of  error  in  the  return  fk'om  Fairfield 15 

referred  to  by  John  Benson,  Jr 23,  24 

Benj.  F.  Abbott 122,  125 

Frank  £.  Nye 60 

George  B.  Pray 109 

George  D.  Bkbee 133 

Enoch  C.  Farrington 144 

George  C.  Wing 149 

Herbert  M.  Heath ..201,  202,  204,  205,  209 

Frank  M.  Totmao 337,  841 

FlaTins  E.  MoFadden 342,  345 

John  W.  Channing 347,  346 

Edward  C.  Moody. .  .370,  371,  372,  486,  498,  499,  508 

B.  Emery  Pratt 437 

Alexander  J.  Cameron 386,  387 

Alonso  Garoeion, 

511,  512,  606,  627,  648,  640,  669,  682,  708,  738 

Oryille  D.  Baker 748,  749 

John  Benson,  Jr...*..... ^760,  761 

extra  ehergos  in  accounts  -of. 28,  785 

refused  to  appear  before  Committee. 37 

town  agent  of  Fairfield 336,^6 

law  partner  of 341 

pay  of 370,371,372 

Free  High  School  Fund 386,387,498,508 

added  to  Election  Keturns  Committee 499,  512 

assisted  in  tabulating  returns. 499 

member  of  the  bar » 627 

Committee  on  Warrants 640,  669,  682,  708 

advised  remor.il  of  arms  and  ammunition  from  Bangor 649 

extra  pay  of  for  committee  work 724,  725,  785 

pay  of  for  visiting  State  Prison 726 

Reform  School 727 

Insane  Hospital 728 

tabulating  returns 783,  785 
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Brown  I  Simon  S.,  reoeired  ttbnlationi  from  John  Benson,  Jr 7<1 

proposed  to  bnm  iabnlations 763 

Brown,  John  G.,  New  Sharon,  SeUotman,  affldarit  of 767 

Brown,  Gen.  John  Marshall 419,  431 

Brown,  John  G.,  New  Sharon  and  Farmington 451,  452 

Brown,  Wallaoe 243 

Mr.,  of  Bangor,  member  of  House  of  Representatives 729 

Brownfield,  town  of 19,  20,  137,  138,  141,  144,  146,  147,  152,  153,  154,  155,  475, 

495,  50O,  501 
alteration  in  Count j  Offleers'  Return  from, 

19,  20,  462,  475,  476,  495,  496,  555 

Brunswick,  town  of. 332,  630,  757 

Bruce,  Josiah,  Bomerville 80,  98 

Oakes,  Somerrille 80 

Buokfleld,  town  of 127,  128,  129,  130,  131,  132,  133,  134,  135,  136,  137,  138,  140 

141,  147,  464,  474,  475,  495,  499,  500,  501,  613,  614 

selectmen  of. 128,  129,  130,  131,  152 

town  clerk  of. 123,  130,  152 

Countj  Officers'  Returns  from 464,  475,  612,  618 

apparent  alteration  in  return  from 20,  464,  477,  499 

Buck,  Mr.,  referred  to  by  Ephraim  K.  Smart 234 

Buffnm,  Mr.,  referred  to  bjr  George  H.  Stillings 338 

Bugbee,  D.  A  Co 369 

Bulletin,  Commercial 402,403,404,405 

Bunker,  Bei^jamin,  telegraph  operator,  paid  by  Governor  Garoelon 704 

Burleigh,  H.  C,  Fairfield,  Selectman 15,  334,  335,  337,  339,  340,  346,  349,  602 

signed  letter  to  Secretary  of  State 15,  603 

Burlington,  town  of,  return  from 576 

Burnham,  John,  Republican  candidate  for  Representative  in  the  Ashland  Dis- 
trict          27 

counted  out 543,  565,  567,  668,  748 

**  Bumam,"  John,  votes  for  in  Ashland  District  not  counted  for  John  Burnham.        27 

Burnham  and  Cushing  District .       470 

town  of 472 

Burns,  Mr.,  referred  to  by  Ephraim  K.  Smart 221,  223,  227,  228,  229,  246,  256 

Butler,  0 377 

Hon.  Moses  M.,  Portland,  deceased 768 

Caldwell,  William,  Clerk  in  State  Treasury 386,  401 

Calais,  City  of 212,  224.  227,  228,  229,  242,  243,  254,  258,  266,  271 

Times,  newspaper •      226 

Cambridge,  Mass.,  counsel  in,  consulted  by  Gov.  Garoelon 676 

Cameron,  Alexander  J.,  SUte  Binder 369,  375,  378,  388,  729 

testimony  of 381-393 

recalled  March  8 393 

money  advanced  to  for  work  in  progress 391,  392,  393 

letter  to  Samuel  L.  Boardman 397,396 

Report  of  Council  Committee  in  favor  of 682,  663,  684, 

686,699 

stitched  and  bound  House  Journal 789 
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Garter,  CharleSi  ez-oonviot  from  State  PriaoOi  member  of  Capt.  Blaok's  oom- 

panj  at  State  Hoase 702 

Cary,  Theo.  A  Co 377 

Gasoo  National  Bank,  Portland,  Governor  Gareelon  reoeived  a  check  on 689 

Centennial  Exposition • 681 

Expenses  of  Governor  and  hla  Staif  to. 681 

Chadboume,  Samner  J 7,  49,.  64,  55,  56,  57,  831 

Secretary  of  State 7 

received  of  Prince  A.  Sawyer  Election  Returns  for  Sena- 
tors and  Ropresentatives 7,  50 

testimony  of. 50-5S 

served  a  notice  on  P.  A.  Sawyer 51,  53 

took  possession  of  office  of  Secretary  of  State 52 

admitted  to  the  office  by  Mayor  Nash 52 

referred  to  by  George  D.  Bisbee 49 

James  S.  Rowe 54,  55 

James  R.  Millikeu ..56,  57 

James  W.  Wakefield 331 

Chadbourne,  Renben 328 

Ghadwiok,  David,  Somerviile,  Selectman 61,  62,  63,  90,  92 

testimony  of 87-89 

Ghamberlain,  Gen.  Joshua  L 57,  59,  138,  415,  419,  420,  423,  659, 

666,  690,  699,  704,  710 

ordered  Black's  force  to  be  sent  away 418 

placed  in  charge  of  public  property 690 

referred  to  by  Frank  B.Nye 57,  59 

Enoch  C.  Farriugton 138 

Bradford  F.  Lancaster.  ..415,  419,  420,  423 
Alonzo  Gareelon... 659,  666,  690,  699,  704, 

710,  733,  734,  740 
order  of  Gov.  Gareelon  giving  possession  of  the 

State  House  to 773 

Mr.,  Edwin  G.  Moody's  uncle,  signature  of  in  the  Lisbon  case. . . .       469 

Gbanning,  Major  John  W.,  Fairfield 15,  345 

testimony  of 347-349 

opposed  to  the  fraudulent  count 348 

on  Joseph  L.  Smith's  staff 349 

received  election  blank  from  office  of  Simon  8. 
Brown,  Councillor,  and  gave  it  to  Town  Clerk. .  .15,  347 

employed  at  State  House 416 

referred  to  by  Gov.  Gareelon •       732 

Chandler,  David  H.,  Justice  of  the  Peace 456 

Charlotte,  town  of 232 

Selectman  of. 232 

Clerk  of 232 

Chase,  Charles  H.,  Councillor, 

^         8,  9, 37, 144, 149,  275,  388,  437,  465,  466,  469,  509,  511,  515,  785 
moved  that  John  B.  Foster  and  Simon  S.  Brown  be  added  to 
the  Council  Committee  on  Election  Returns 8,  9 
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Chase,  Charles  H.,  present  at  session  Oct.  30 466 

member  of  Counoil  Committee  on  Election  Returns 9,  465 

refused  to  appear  before  the  Committee 37 

■  advised  removal  of  arms  from  Bangor ••      469 

pay  of 870,371,786 

assisted  in  tabulating  returns 499 

referred  to  bj  Sooch  C.  Farrington 144 

George  C.  Wing 149 

George  W.  Drisko 275 

B.  Emery  Pratt 4S7 

Alexander  J.  Cameron 388 

Edwin  C.Moody 465,466,469,509 

Alonzo  Garcelon 511,  515 

extra  pay  of  for  tabulating  returns 722,  783,  785 

pay  of  for  visiting  State  Liquor  Agency 725,  784 

Bute  Prison 726 

Reform  School 727 

received  money  of  Gov.  Garcelon 732 

signed  report  In  case  of  Byron  D.  Verrill 768 

Cbase,  Solon 614 

Caierryfield,  town  of. 25,  210,  221,  222,  223,  267,  277,  693,  597,  625 

Selectmen  of. 596 

Samuel  Ray,  Selectman  of. 25 

Election  Returns  from 593,  594,  595 

Representative  District 597 

Chicago  Tribune 573,  574 

China,  town  of. 123 

Ohiiroh,  C.  £.,  Cherryfield 221,  222,  223 

Cities  and  towns,  number  of  rejected  in  the  tabulation  of  votes 626,  627 

Clark,  Henry  D.,  Somerville,  Selectman 61,  63,  92 

testimony  of 90  93 

Moses  E.,  Berwick,  Selectman 32S 

John  W.,  Dayton,  Town  Clork 332 

James  W 569,  570 

James  W.  Clarke  tabulated  for 569 

General  George  W 449,  450,  451 

Clerk  of  Committee,  George  D.  Bisbee,  fifsq.,  of  Buokfiold,  appointed 4 

oath  of  office  administered  to , 4 

Coincidence,  most  remarkable , C25 

Cole,  Albert  B 340 

Andrew,  B.,  Republican  candidate  for  Representative 340,  COO 

counted  out 600 

Columbia,  town  of 290,  300 

Falls,  town  of. 286,  294,  296,  301,  309 

Commercial  Bulletin «.....,.. 402,  403,  404,  405 

Comniittco  of  sixteen « 657 

Committee,  Joint  Special,  appointed  to  examine  into  the  condition  of  the  Elec- 
tion Returns,  etc 3 

waited  on  Governor  Garcelon 476,  520,  521,  522 


OonaluBioaiof  CoDnulttH '. M,  41 

CoutingeDt  fnad  of  QoTarnor  and  Coaoait 310,  371,  STl 

■pproprittion 31,  610,  666,  671,  678 

•xhkaiMd 671,701 

Csllina.  Mr.,  rsfened  to  b;  Bphnim  E.  Smart til 

DenBu,  Fembroka !65 

aark  I>»11m  PlaaUtion 363,363,361 

Cock,  Siln*  W.  oF  Lewiiton,  nppointed  b;  the  Hoan  on  Joint  SpeoUl  Cammit- 

tee  to  aiiMiina  Into  the  aonditioa  of  ElaotioB  Batnnu S 

preaent  St  the  meeting  of  tba  Committee,  fab.  11 i 

tigtiituTe  of  to  Report. *1 

referred  to  by  Sumnar  J.  Chrndbonrne 51 

iDterlaoutor.     Anion  B.  Bowler TS,  79,  SO,  S6,  ST 

Albert  L.  Soule 87,98 

BaitJamiDF.  Abbott IIS 

Boooh  C.  Farrington 143 

Bdward  A.  Anatiu 160 

A«W.  Triokej 193 

Herbert  H.  Haath 309 

Oeorga  W.  Drieko 311 

John  U.  Stilling). 318 

Edward  C.  Mood; 4T1,  4S8,  496,  S03,  605,  60S 

Alonio  OaroeloD 609 

Cost  d(  tibalatiug  aleotion  ratami 7B3 

Consoil,  fixeoutirs,  for  1S79,  at  HHion  beginning  Oet.  26,  CannoiUori  Foiter 
and  Brown  added  to  tha  Committee  oo  Bleation 

Balurai B,  ft 

Pay  Roll  of. 486 

Original  Cammittae  of  on  BIsOtioaRatDrns 513 

Committee  M  enlarged 499 

CoDimittee  tabnlellng  rstarni. &16,  541 

Repreeentatire  lilt,  name!  of  persons  of  tha  "right 

■tamp"  marked  with  letter  G 11 

Bitraotfrom  Report  of...   843 

report  o(  raaion  for  action  of 650 

Order  of  referring  to  Herbert  U.  Heath  and  retnrut  for 

ConaL;  Offieeri  in  Cnmberland 510 

Order  of  referring  to  examination  of  retnrni  far  Senators, 

BepresenUtiTes  and  Connty  Offiaera. BSl 

drawiog  par  diem  paj 731 

aitra  oompensation  of 734 

double  mileage  of,  paid  baak 730 

Coanael  Feel,  paid  bj  aoTarnor  Oaroelon 672,  673,  671,675,676,  677,678,679 

mambars  of,  wbo  draw  per  deim  pa;  and  expenses  for  Committee  work, 
and  at  same  time  draw  pay  and  travel  (or  attendanoe  on  aeMloas  of 

Connoil 769 

CoDDtsd  Ont,  thirt;-se 
Bepablioi 
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Coanted  Out,  Andrew  R.  G.  Smith,  RepnblicAii  Senator  from  Llnooln  County. . .  14, 16 
Andrew  B.  Cole,  Repablioan  Representatire  from  the  Smithfleld, 

Fairfield  and  Meroer  District 15, 16 

Oliver  P.  Bragdon,  Republican  RepresentatiTe  from  the  Goalds- 

borough  District 11,  IT 

George  H.  Wakefield,  Repablioan  Senator  from  York  County,  by 
altering  name  to  George  **A."  Wakefield  in  the  Berwick  return, 

18,  3)4,  325,  326,  S27 
John  Burnham,   Republican  Representatiye  from  the  Sherman 

District 543 

Eaton,  John  R  ,  Repablioan  Representative  from  the  Jay  District,     543 

George  8.  Hill,  Repablioan,  from  the  Exeter  District 28,  542 

John  R.  Eaton,  Republican  Representative  from  New  Sharon.... 

26,  440,  470,  471 
Cyras  A.  Thomas,  Repablioan  Representative  from  Farmington 

District 468,  479,494,  495,  543,  586,587 

Francis  W.  Redlon,  Repablioan  Senator  from  Oxford. .  .27,  563,  564,  611 
William  H.  Thomas,  Republican  Representative  from  Lisbon  and 

Webster  District 468,  479,543,748 

Albert  F.  Andrews,  Republican  Representative 749,  752,  753,  754 

Byron  D.  Verrill,  Republican  Representative 768 

Representatives  from  the  city  of  Portland 27,  28 

Lewiston 27,  28 

Rockland 27,  28 

Representative  from  the  city  of  Saoo 27,  28 

Bath 27,28 

Coanted  In,  Isaac  T.  Hobson  as  Senator,  Liocoln  oounty 14,  26 

Harper  Allen,  Representative 15,  16 

James  Flye,  Representative 11,  IT 

0.  N.  Bradbury,  Representative 37,  749 

Ira  S.  Libby ,  Senator,  York  county 18 

James  R.  Talbot,  Senator 27 

Leonard  H.   fieal,  RepresenUtive 468,  479,  543.  748 

Henry  G.    Walker,  County  Commissioner  in  Oxford  county,  by 

altering  return 17,  18 

Lewis  Voter,  Representative 468,  479,  494,  495,  543,  586,  587 

Alfred  Cushman,  Representative 543 

majority  of  Democrats  and  Greenbackere 540,  545,  625 

James  0.  White,  Representative 543 

Francis  W.  Hill,  Representative 28,  542 

Lincoln  H.  Loighton,  Representative 597,  39$ 

Fusion  Representative  from  the  New  Sharon  District*. .  .26,  440,  470,  471 

Charles  Rankins,  Senator 5CS,  564 

County  Comminioner,  Oxford  County,  Henry  G.  Walker's  name  originally  re- 
turned as  Honry  C.  Walker 17,  IS 

officers'  returns,  report  of  the  Committee  of  Council  on SOT 

Cox,  J.  W.,  affidavit  of 5:>0 

Cram,  Lewis  K.,  New  iSharon,  Selectman,  affidavit  of 76T 
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OrUM,  WiDflald  I.,  of  WhttlDg,  town  dark ,. 31i,  318 

iMtimoDT  of. SU-JM 

CrmndoD,  QcorgeR.,  JonesboiODgh,  Scleatmui 186,  IBT,  IBS,  19i,  IBS,  SM 

CrMby,  Mr,  Whiting,  SeleatmiD 215,  218,319 

CaihmaD,  Alfrod,  Fuaion  oandldate  for  BeprenDtativB,  inbatituted  for  Jobo 

Bornhua,  and  Munted  la 613 

Caller,  towD  of 189,178,  377,381,185,  473 

BelMtmanof i7S 

Town  Clark  of «8 

Sanatorikl  ratum  from ITS 

Dkilj  AdTertlnr,  Portland tOl,  4ca,  10*,  405 

Boiton 405 

Kanoebso  Joaraal 850 

Bangor  Whig  and  Conrlar .«.      65C 

DalUi  PlanUtion,  amendad  retama  from 111,443,113,453,  154 

Clark  of 363,384 

Dana,  Ur.,  Pottlmd,  Chalnnan  Demooratie  Clt;  Committae. 315 

Danfortb,  town  of 213,554,  638 

N.  F.,  ai-priwnar  Conntj  Jail,  mamber  of  UapC.  Blaok't  State  HonN 

Gaard 703 

Daria,  Daniel  F.,  Governor 85,  743 

refarrad  to  bj  Attoma;  Qanaral  MaLellan 742 

Dajton,  town  of 333,333 

Salaotman  of 334 

Town  Clerk  of 332 

Senatorial  ratom  ^m,  altered 19 

Dearborn,  Jeromiah  W 336,  350 

Bebl oil,  town  of 556,556,697 

Damoerata  and  Qreenbaokara,  majority  of  oartiGaatea  iuned  to 540,  546,  815 

Denmark,  town  of 37,575 

Raprenatatira  retnm  from 575 

Dennett,  John  Q.,  PnaioD  oandidate  for  Senator,  name  of  John  "  L."  Dannett 

ohaoged  to.  in  DeitoD  retarn 19,326 

Deaajsrilla,  town  of 323,  221,231.  334 

Seteotoiaaof 170 

Town  Clerk  of. 324 

Depot;  SeoreUr;  of  Stale,  18T9,  Prinaa  A.  Sawyer 21 

John  Benaon,  Jr.,  andor  Fndon  aoTemmaut..33,  34 

Deitar,  town  of. 685 

Diokej,  William 300 

Dingle;,  Nelwn,  referred  to  bj  Got.  Uaroalon 551 

Nalson,  Jr.,  waited  upon  Governor  Garoaloa  with  S.  D.  Lindsay  and 

L.  A.  Emery,  aoc^aaked  petmiuion  to  look  at  Election  Katarni. .  S,  476, 
53»,  521,  622,  626,  618,  539,  843,  6iT 
Diimont,  towo  of,  CoDDOillor  Parker  told  John  BanioD,  Jr.  of  defect  in  rotsma 

from 33,  31,  759,  760 

Docket,  Senabi  and  House  of  KeprenntatiTei lEG,  161,  603.608 

Dodge,  John  B.,  SomerviUe,  Seleetmaa 61.  68 

leitimoDjof 92,  93 
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Drahs,  Charlu i IM 

Drew,  George  A }«» 

Drisko,  Qeorge  V.,  Haoblis,  noelved  blank  Eleeticra  Retarni  Bni]  varelopw 
from  JdDiei  R.  Talbot  lud  a&rried  tb«m  la  the  towni  of 

AddttDB  and  JoDsiborough 13,  14,  U 

teaUmony  of ITl-lU 

referred  toby  Bdvaid  A.  Aaatln l&B,  IW 

UanryNMh 164,  Itt 

Oilbert  L.  T*bbat..l«T,  ITI,  173,  ITS,  175, 
178,  177,  IT»,  Ml,  181,  18S,  184 

A™T.  Triokey WT,  19U,  I»l 

Jotbam  L.  Marrit(..19S,  IBS,  IBS,  1»S,  tOO 

Jame*  R.Talbot 319,  SIO,  311,  S» 

Edward  C.  Moedj SO' 

Daun,  Jamai,  affidsTit  of  taken  b;  Ephraim  E.  Smart ISl,  Ol 

Kaat  LiTOmiore,  tona  of,  Coanty  Offioera'  retDrn  from 603 

Maebiii,  town  of 201,  308,  314,  315,  471, 173,  ST7,  610,  754 

Senatorial  rata  ra  frooi 171,677 

aimilarltj  of  hand  writiag. 171 

notrejooled 576,577 

Eaitera  Argue 113,431 

Baetport,  town  of MT,  118,  MS,  158, 1  IS.  653 

Eaton,  Joaapb  D,,  Wella,  Seleatmaa 3^ 

JohD  B.,  Repablioan  oandidata  fat  Hepreaentatira . . .' 168,  611 

eoontedont SIS 

EdeaJt  Barrowa 377 

Bdmanda,  toon  of,  CIsrk'a  record  of. 130,  1S6,  357, 164 

BlaotioQ  Belama,  eto.     Joint  Speoial  Committee  appolatsd  to  eiamine  into  .  ■  -  I 

for  Seaatora   and  RepreaentaUrea,  retained   peasetuoa   by 

Prinoa  A.  Sawyer < 

retnToed  to  Sumner  J.  Chadboarae,  Jan.  31 1 

placed  in  enatody  of  Jamea  R.  Milllken,  clerk T 

tamad  over  by  Jamsa  B.  Uilliken  to  Qaoge  D.  Blrine,  Clerk 

of  the  Committee 7 

for  Coantj  OtGoen,  foand  Feb.  IS,  ooDoealed  In  tbe  OoTaraor'a 

Counoillora  Foater  and  BrowD  added  to  the  Cooneil  Com- 
mittee on 8,* 

Committee  of  Coonail  in  poaaaaaion  of  from  Ootober  31,  to 
November  17 » 

Nelaon  Dingley,  Jr.,  S.  D.  Lindaey  and  L.  A.  Bmary,  iralted 

upon  aoiernor  Qareelon t 

Order  of  Connoil,  November  31,  in  referenoe  to  azamln&tioD 
of  by  oandidatea  or  oonnael >  . —        II 

for  Seaatora  and  RapreeentatiTea,  tabnlatlau  ef  oompleted  by 
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Election  Retorns,  tftbalationB  and  lists  made  from  by  Oonncil  Committee,  com- 
ments on 10,  11; 

alterationSi  erasnres,  and  forgeries  in 11,  12,  16 

applications  to  examine  denied 476 

blanks,  Edwin  G.  Moody  took  to  Wisoasset 491 

County  oflBcers,  report  of  Conncil  Committee  on 507 

ReprentatiFes'  report  "  "  607,  508 

Senators'  "  "  "  608 

tabulations  of. 521 

cost  of  tabalating 783 

EUswortfa,  city  of. 692 

Bmery  L.  A.,  waited  upon  GoTemor  Garcelon  with  Nelson  Dingley,  Jr.,  and  S. 

D.  Lindsey 9,  476,621,622,526,629,  643,  667 

Charles  P 326 

Embden,  town  of 544 

Enfield  rifles  at  State  House 417 

loaded  with  cut  lead 417 

Bxeter,  town  of,  the  Hills  case  in 542 

and  Garland  Representatire  District 28 

£z-conyict8,  State  Prison  and  County  Jail,  employed  by  Captain  R.  W.  Black 

at  the  State  House 419 

Exhibit    1,  G.  B.  B.,  Clerk  of  Committee 188,  189,  197,  198,  202,  205 


2, 
3, 
4, 
6, 
6, 
7. 
8, 

9, 
10, 
11, 
12, 
13, 

U, 
15, 

16, 

17, 
18. 
19, 
20, 

21, 
22. 
23, 
24, 
25, 
26, 
26-2, 


.188,  197,  206 
.205,207,468 

208,660 

1.         59 

216,  765 

324,463  ■ 

827,330 

234,556 

.252,  259,  265 
268,  771,772 

182. 

336,  341 

338,  343 

350 

354 

355,463 

, 439 

364,  440 

445 

447 

.449,  450,  458 

450- 

463,458 

456 

466. 

, 466 


51 
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Exhibit  26-3,  G.  D.  B.,  Clerk  of  CkMnmittee 456 

26-4,  456 

27,  39T 

28,  m 
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to  aave  (be  rote  of  tbe  town  for  Dennett, — '•  Bihibit  U;"  oppo- 
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a.B.Bart«ell T04 

teBualC  HartwaU..        TM 
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Gilbert  L.  Tabbnt 167 

AsaW,  Tricke; ISB 
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paj  of 370,371,  3T2,  723 

referred  to  by  Committee 11,  28,39 

Oecrge  C.  Wing 160 

UerlwrtM.  Heath 103,  201 
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Eli  B.  Bean 155 

Edward  A.  Austin 159,  160,  161 
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denied  writing  *'  B  "  in  the  name  of  Oliver  P.  Bragdon. . . .       359 
Librarian  State,  compensation  of ..•••... ....      406 


UbTBr7,  State,  armi  >Dd  unmDnition  itared  in 418,  IM 

LlDMln,  (own  of. 663,  610 

Sanitorial  ntBro  fiom 5S1 

CoBnt?  oBosr*'  raluru  from GIO 
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homo  of  J.  R.  Talbot,  oounted  In  Senator. 308,  314 

Rapublioan.. ....    114 

Union 168,  101,  101,  336,371,111 


820  INDEX. 

PAfll. 
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referred  to  by  Alonso  Garoelon.. 627,  628,  674 
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recalled 365 

recalled 379 

testimony  of 365-381 

manner  of  keeping  account  with  the  appropriations 365 
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Brownfield  return  altered 475,  495,  496 

Qouldsborough  return  altered « 479 
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Morton,  Col.  Charles  B.,  Augusta,  money  paid  to 372,  379 

referred  to  by  Bradford  F.  Lancaster 420 
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Granite  of  Augusta 689,  718 
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Governor's  Room • 7 

referred  to  by  George  D.  Bisbee 4K,  49,  137 
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Returns  by  candidates  and  counsel 10,  531 

giving  Herbert  M.  Heath,  counsel,  permission  to  examine 

County  Officers'  returns  from  Cumberland 530 


INDEX.  826 
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AdrertiMr ; 401,  40$,  404,  4<» 

State  Liqoor  Agenoj  in 725 
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letters  of  to  Governor  and  Council 439,  440 

Pray,  George  B.,  Albion,  Selectman.. 99,  100,  101,  102,  103, 113,  114, 115, 116, 120, 123 

testimony  of 105-112 
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referred  to  by  Edward  C.  Moody • 493 
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Reform  School,  visited  by  Governor  Garcelon. 518 

Council 725,  727,  739 

appropriation 640 

Remarkable  coincidence 625 
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change  made  in  return  preyious  to  tabulation 736 

Augustus  H.,  referred  to  by  Enoch  C.  Farrington 148 

George,  Mayor  of  Portland 375 

Wildes  P.,  Topsham,  referred  to  by  Got.  Gftrcelon 518,  519 

testimony  of. 757*759 

Wallace,  John  T.,  Jr.,  Democratic  candidate  for  Senator  in  Washington  county, 

referred  to  by  Henry  Nash 160,  16S 

Gilbert  L.  Tabbut ; 167 

AsaW.  Triokey 189,193 

Herbert  M.  Heath 309,  310,  311 

%hxaini  K.  Smart 331,  333,  333,  33S,  335, 

336,  238,  S57 

George  W.  Drisko 374,395 

James  R.  Talbot. 330 

Got.  GarMlon,  551, 555,  666,  557,  659,  561,  «31 

Toted  for  under  name  of  "John  T.  Wallace" 310,  335 

Totes  for  "John  T.  Wallace"  tabal»ted  and  ommted  for, 

556, 557,  631 


WiIIm«,  John!.,  Jr.,  iffldtiTit  aanoBTTiing 639 

Mr.,  referred  to  bf  Ephnim  E.  Smart Ill 

W»rT»iita,  floT.rn(.T'«,  how  drawn 19 

torm  of. SG7 

drawn  without  Tonohen  being  Bled ITS,  3Ti,  3T!1,  S8T,  SM 

Watehmen  at  the  Bute  Houaa,  number  lathoriied  bj  law IIS 

WaterhoDM,  Ur.,  (Brm  of  B.  r.  Plllibarj  A  Co.) «SB 

iratairilte,  town  of 113,  4SS 

Bank T18,  TKi 

Watkini,  Qeorge  H IS8,  311 

WillUmS 3e» 

WatU,  UanrjL. S74 

Walwn,  Will  H S77 

Tebitor,  town  of 7*8,  HI,  7U 

and  Llahon  Representative  Diilriot (SB,  4B9 

Rapreaentatiis  retnm  from  rajaoted S81 

Leonard  H.  Beal  nibetitnted  for  Villiam  H.  Thoma* 46B 

John  H.,  lawyer,  Nerridgewook,  oonaalted  b;  Qor.  Garoalon  in  Han- 

damniCaea 873 

Wellington,  Nathan 12S 

WelU,  town  of,  forgarj  In  Senatorial  return  fiom-lS,  19,  319,  MO,  35S,  818,  619,  73S 
name  "Jotlah  StoTar"  in  the  TotBrn,  altorod  to  Joeiah  A.  Stovar,  18,  IB 

Balaotmen  of 350 

Town  Clerk  of 319 

Joaapli  D.,  Welle,  delaotman ISO 

Wontworth,  Mr.,  Perkine  Plantation,  Aueenr 380 

Waitbrook,  town  of 811,  811 

Senatorial  ratnra  from,  Sgnree  io  not  oarried  ont 811 

rote*  in  for  Joiaph  Locke 81) 

three  Bepablloan  eaDdidatee  ooaoted  ont 61J 

Wbeeier,  Mr.,of  Whiting,  referred  to  by  Ephraim  K.  Snart 166 

Whan  and  where  the  retame  were  altered,  and  wae  the  oonnting  out  a  pre- 

nwdiUtad  plan  or  eonepirMrT 31,  13,13,  H,  K 

Whiddan,  Jadga,OaUU 131,  313,  137,  235,  »8 

Charlea  R.,  editor  Oalali  nmai 311,  318,  1S«,  338,  143,353,  268 

Row  A  Co 377 

Whig  A  Ooariar,  Bangor 6St 

WhiUiomb,  Hr.,  referred  to  b;  Bphralm  K.  Smart 141,449 

White,  Daniel ?. 371 

Cbarlei  A.,  State  Treamrer 605,  898 

Jamel  0.,  Futon  oandidate  tor  Repreeentatire  oountad  In  otot  John  R. 

Baton SIS 

Pengrin  a.,  oandidate  for  Ooantj  Attome; 810 

Whiting,  town  of. 169,  118,  114,  185,  181,166,318 

Beleotmen  of 115 

Town  Clark  of 115 

new  return  from,  made  and  aabatituled  for  the  original ....        14 

Whltmore,  J.  0.,  Haw  Sharon,  town  alerk,  affldavit  of 768 

WbitnoTTille,  town  of 301 
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Wilder,  Joaeph,  Jr.,  referred  to  hj  Bphraim  K.  Smart 2S3,  2S7,  257 

George  W.  Drisko 274 

Wilion,  George  H 103 

Fred,  mail  earrier,  took  Jonesboroagh  return  from  Augusta  poet  office 

to  the  Seoretarj  of  State's  office 213,  2U 

Wing,  Mr.,  referred  to  by  Benj.  F.  Abbott 126 

George  0.,  Auburn,  member  of  Republican  State  Committee, 

183,  139,  150,  477,  609 

testimony  of 148-151 

Wisoasset,  town  of 49,493,503 

Wood,  Gttstavas  B.,  Albion,  Selectman 106,  110,  112,  114,  116,  117,  120 

testimony  of 99-105 

Woodman,  J.  C,  watchman  at  State  House 429 

Cyrus  W.,  Cambridge,  Mass.,  counsel  consulted  by  Got.  Garcelon..      678 
Wright,  James  S.,  Clerk  of  Courts,  Oxford  county,  referred  to 495,  500 

Young,  Stephen  J.,  Brunswick,  member  of  the  House 42 

John  N.,  Baring 236 

York,  town  of 464 


so 
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